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EDITORIAL. 


THE     NEW    YEAR 

This  issue  of  the  Journal  carries  with  it 
the  greetings  of  the  Editor  to  all  its  readers, 
at  home  and  abroad,  for  a  Happy  New 
Year — one  in  which  the  desolation,  the 
agony,  the  sorrow  of  the  past  four  years  shall 
bear  fruit  in  a  solid  peace  for  the  Nations  of 
the  world,  broad  based  upon  the  people's 
will,  and,  in  an  era  of  social  reform — in 
which  the  welfare  of  the  people  will  have 
prominent  consideration  in  the  Government 
programme.  We  hope  for  the  introduction 
of  legislation  to  ensure  sanitary  homes,  and 
care  for  the  health  of  the  community  from 
infancy  to  old  age  under  a  Ministry  of 
Health  Bill ;  a  living  wage,  and  education 
which  shall  give  to  all  classes  a  chance  in 
life. 

•  For  the  members  of  the  nursing  profession 
in  the  United  Kingdom  we  hope  the  New 
Year  may  bring  them  at  last  a  just  measure 
for  their  State  Registration  which  will  give 
them  adequate  powers  of  self-government 
under  an  independent  governing  body  ap- 
pointed under  the  authority  of  the  State. 

THE     WORLD    OF    THE     FUTURE. 

The  great  events  of  last  week  were  the 
sweeping  majority  at  the  polls  which  sends 
the  Prime  Minister  to  the  Peace  Confer- 
ence with  the  mandate  of  the  country 
behind  him,  and  the  visit  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  this  country 
as  the  guest  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and  as 
expressing  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the 
American  people,  to  confer  with  the  states- 
men of  the  Allied  countries. 

At  the  historic  State  Banquet  at  Buck- 
ingham Palace,  on  December  27th,  in  the 
course  of  his  reply  to  the  toast  in  which  His 
Majesty  pledged  his  guests.  President 
Wilson  said  "  We  have  used  great  words, 
all   of   us,   we  have   used  the  great  words 


'right'  and  'justice,'  and  now  we  are  to 
prove  whether  or  not  we  understand  those 
words,  and  how  they  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  particular  settlements  which  must  con- 
clude this  war.  And  we  must  not  only 
understand  them,  but  we  must  have  the 
courage  to  act  upon  our  understanding. 

"  Yet,  after  I  have  uttered  the  word 
'  courage  '  it  comes  into  my  mind  that  it 
would  take  more  courage  to  resist  the  great 
moral  tide  now  running  in  the  world  than 
to  yield  to  it,  than  to  obey  it. 

"  There  is  a  great  tide  running  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  The  hearts  of  men  have 
never  beaten  so  singularly  in  unison  before. 
Men  have  never  before  been  so  conscious 
of  their  brotherhood.  Men  have  never 
before  realized  how  little  difference  there 
was  between  right  and  justice  in  one  lati- 
tude and  in  another,  under  one  sovereignty 
and  under  another;  and  it  will  be  our  high 
privilege,  I  believe,  sir,  not  only  to  apply 
the  moral  judgments  of  the  world  to  the 
particular  settlements  which  we  shall 
attempt,  but  also  to  organize  the  moral 
force  of  the  world,  to  preserve  those  settle- 
ments, to  steady  the  forces  of  mankind,  and 
to  make  the  right  and  the  justice  to  which 
great  nations  like  our  own  have  devoted 
themselves  the  predominant  and  controlling 
force  of  the  world." 

THE     TWO    BILLS. 

In  three  weeks'  time  the  new  Parliament 
will  assemble,  and  owing  to  the  autocratic 
attitude  of  the  College  of  Nursing  Limited, 
there  will  again  be  two  Bills  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  ready  to  introduce, 
the  former  anti-registration  Party  having 
decided  to  run  an  employers'  measure 
against  that  drafted  by  the  organized 
trained  nurses,  and  the  British  Medical 
Association.  All  we  will  say  this  week  is 
that  the  Nursing  Profession  will  receive  the 
type  of  legislation  they  deserve.  Let  them 
deserve  justice  and  liberty. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE  THE  SIGNS  AND  SYMPTOMS  OF  ACUTE 
BRONCHITIS  IN  AN  ADULT.  GIVE  AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  (a)  THE  NURSING,  AND  (*)  THE  DIET 
REQUIRED  IN  A  CASE  DURING  (1)  THE  ACUTE 
STAGE  AND  (2)  THE  CONVALESCENT  STAGE. 
WHAT    COMPLICATIONS    MAY    OCCUR? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Winifred  M.  Appleton,  University 
College  Hospital,  Gower  .Street,  WC.  i. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Bronchitis  is  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  lining-  the  bronchial  tubes.  Like 
other  inflammatory  chest  affections,  this  disease 
generally  arises  as  the  result  of  exposure  to 
cold,  especially  when  damp  weather  is  pre- 
valent; or  to  a  sudden  change  from  a  heated 
to  a  cool  atmosphere.  Another  cause  is  the 
inhaling  of  irritating  dust  or  vapours.  It  is 
also  an  associated  condition  in  certain  infectious 
diseases,  as  measles,  whooping  cough,  typhoid 
fever,  influenza,  and  may  occur  in  heart  disease. 
The  early  stages  are  marked  by  catarrh,  or 
common  cold,  with  the  addition  of  feverishness 
and  a  general  constitutional  disturbance.  The 
later  symptoms  are  : — 

(i)  Chills.  (2)  Malaise.  (3)  Cough.  (4) 
Tightness  and  soreness  behind  sternum, 
increased  by  coughing.  (5)  Slight  fever, 
T.  100°  to  102°  Fahr.  (6)  Expectoration  frothy, 
scanty,  mucoid,  may  contain  a  little  blood  from 
small  arteries ;  later,  muco-purulent,  loose  and 
abundant.  (7)  Dyspnoea,  if  bronchioles  are 
affected ;  when  free  expectoration  commences, 
the  more  urgent  and  painful  symptoms  are 
relieved. 

An  examination  of  the  chest  by  a  stethoscope 
reveals  abnormal  and  characteristic  dry  sounds, 
which,  as  the  disease  progresses,  are  replaced 
by  moist  sounds  or  rdles.  Both  these  sounds 
are  generally  heard  in  the  same  case,  since 
different  portions  of  the  bronchial  tubes  are 
affected  at  different  times. 

Acute  bronchitis  must  always  be  regarded  as 
a  serious  ailment ;  it  is  particularly  dangerous 
at  the  extremes  of  life,  and  it  is  important  to 
give  early  attention  to  the  slightest  evidences 
of  bronchitis. 

Treatment. — (i)  Rest  in  bed.  (2)  Tempera- 
ture of  room,  65° ;  even  temperature,  rather 
moist;  good  ventilation,  but  avoid  draughts; 
moisture  obtained  from  bronchitis  kettle  with  a 
long  spout — one  can  be  improvised  from  an 
ordinary  kettle  by  tying  a  rolled  newspaper  to 
the  spout;  drugs  added  to  the  water,  e.g.,  tr. 
benzoini  co.  3  i  to  water  Oi,  or  a  few  drops  of 
oil  of  eucalyptus  are  advisable.     (3)  An  inhaler 


with  tinct.  benzoini  co.  3  ^  ^^  water  Oi  may  be 
ordered  for  the  patient.  (4)  Mustard  and 
linseed  to  chest ;  any  counter  irritants  to  be 
applied  to  the  chest  with  caution.  (5)  Promote 
free  perspiration.  (6)  Hot  foot  baths.  (7)  Hot 
drinks.  (8)  Aperients  as  directed.  (9)  The 
doctor  usually  orders  expectorants  and  seda- 
tives. (10)  Patient  should  be  encouraged  to 
alter  his  position  from  time  to  time. 

The  diet  must  be  light  but  nutritious,  with 
milk,  eggs  and  fish,  and  plenty  to  drink.  While 
the  temi>erature  is  raised,  fluids  are  advisable, 
such  as  milk,  milk  Bovril,  egg  flip  and  meat 
juice,  and  jellies  ;  in  any  disease  the  great  object 
is  to  maintain  the  patient's  strength-  In  the 
aged  and  where  there  is  much  weakness,  stimu- 
lants are  an  indispensable  part  of  the  treatment. 
When  convalescent,  the  diet  can  be  gradually 
increased,  but  care  must  be  taken  that  food 
which  is  not  being  assimilated  or  is  likely  to 
cause  gastric  disturbance  is  omitted  if  this 
condition  is  indicated. 

In  persons  of  intemperate  habits,  bronchitis 
is  apt  to  take  a  very  severe  form.  Acute 
bronchitis,  as  a  complication  of  other  respira- 
tory diseases  or  heart  disease,  is  a  cause  for 
alarm,  because  of  the  increased  embarrassment 
of  breathing. 

A  special  source  of  danger  in  this  disease  is 
the  possibility  of  broncho-pneumonia ;  also 
there  may  be  collapse  of  the  lung  owing  to  the 
secretion  blocking  a  branch  of  the  bronchial 
tube,  when  the  area  affected  ceases  tO'  be 
inflated  with  air  on  inspiration. 

Repeated  attacks  of  acute  bronchitis  may 
cause  chronic  bronchitis. 

Gastric  disturbances  may  be  caused  by  the 
secretion  being  dislodged  by  coughing  and 
swallowed. 

Infection  may  travel  up  and  cause  middle 
ear  disease. 

The  heart  may  be  weakened  by  the  circula- 
tion being  impeded  through  the  lungs. 

Bronchitis  may  cause  ati'ophy  and  general 
debility. 

Capillary  bronchitis,  a  serious  disease  similar 
to  broncho-pneumonia,  in  which  the  bronchioles 
become  blocked  and  caus'e  deficient  aeration 
of  the  blood  in  respiration  may  result  from 
acute  bronchitis. 

Persons  liable  to  bronchial  attacks  should 
live  in  a  mild,  warm  climate,  and  avoid  sudden 
changes  of  temperature.  Special  care  must  be 
taken  in  seeing  that  the  diet  is  light  and 
nutritious,  to  avoid  indigestion  and  flatulence. 
The  general  health  must  be  kept  as  good  as 
possible,  and  exposure  to  fogs,  cold  winds  <>r 
rain  be  avoided. 
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HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss      Isolen      M.      Moore,      Miss^ 
Catharine  Wright,   Miss  J.    Simonds,  Miss  F. 
James. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT    WEEK. 

State  what  you  know  about  the  result  of 
taking  the  following  drugs  : — Cocaine  and 
niorphine;  and  how  the  patients  should  Ije 
nursed. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

THE     DANGER     OF     DELAY. 

Sir  William  Osier  and  other  eminent  medical 
men,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times,  give  the  public 
grave  warning  against  the  growing  danger  to 
the  public  health  from  the  venereal  infection 
that  will  follow  on  demobilization  of  our  troops. 
They  remind  us  that  : — 

"  Venereal  diseases,  like  other  infectious  diseases 
due  to  micro-organisms,  can  be  successfully 
conquered  only  by  careful  study  of  their  natural 
history  and  causation,  and  by  the  translation  of 
that  knowledge  into  action.  Extraneous  con- 
siderations can  have  no  place  in  sanitary  prob'ems ; 
it  is  because  they  have  had  too  much  place  that 
the  National  Council  has  failed.  Smallpox  and 
typhoid  have  been  largely  banished  by  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  based  on  knowledge  of  these 
diseases.  Venereal  diseases  should  be  similarly 
dealt  with. 

It  has  been  abundantly  proved  during  the  war 
•that  venereal  diseases  can  be  controlled  by  the 
adoption  of  simple  sanitary  measures,  the  success 
of  which  is  striking,  and  the  materials  for  which 
can  be  obtained  from  any  chemist.  These 
measures  should  at  once  be  made  known  and 
avai'able,  and  organised  instruction  given  in  their 
application.  This  is  the  only  effective  way  of 
meeting  a  dangerous  situation — dangerous  not 
only  for  soMiers  and  sailors,  but  for  the  population 
at  large.     The  danger  of  delay  is  very  great." 

In  reply,  Sir  Thomas  Barlow  and  others, 
defending  the  policy  of  the  National  Council, 
state  that  :  "  You  cannot  legislate,  still  less 
can  you  administer  in  such  intimate  matters, 
without  the  intelligent  acquiescence  of  the 
people.  The  unanimous  opinion  of  sixty 
experienced  medical  officers  of  health  of 
counties  and  large  towns  in  England  and 
Wales  cannot  be  ignored-  '  We  are  strongly 
of  opinion,'  they  state,  'that  not  only  would 
the  official  distribution  of  prophylactic  outfits 
to  the  civil  population  lead  to  the  moral 
deterioration  of  the  nation,  but  that  it  would 
not  materially  diminish  the  prevalence  of 
venereal  diseases.  .  .  .  We  are  in  entire 
agreement  with  the  policy  of  the  National 
Council  for  Combating  Venereal  Disea.ses  in 
this  matter.'  " 


THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB. 


The  Scottish  Nurses  are  rejoicing  in  their 
beautiful  Club  at  205,  Bath  Streets,  Glasgow, 
»vhich,  as  we  have  a'ready  briefly  reported  was 
formally  opened  on  December  14th. 

Welcoming  its  friends  to  the  opening  ceremony 
the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa  said  that  the  adventure 
had  been  full  of  romance.  The  real  romance 
found  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  traveller  meets 
his  adventures,  the  courage  with  which  he  con- 
fronts dangers  and  difficulties,  and  the  hope  and 
buoyancy  with  which  he  rises  again  after  apparent 
failure. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Association  on  its 
foundation  some  years  ago  was  to  obtain  State 
Registration  for  trained  nurses.  Its  work  grew, 
and  the  members  soon  desired  a  common  club 
room,  as  well  as  the  office  which  transacted  the 
business  of  the  Association.  Shortly  before  the 
war  the  Club  had  been  decided  on,  but  after  war 
broke  out,  the  proceedings  were  stopped  owing 
to  the  absence  of  so  many  nurses.  Still,  the  need 
continued,  and  the  first  venture  in  their  romance 
was  the  Sa^e  held  by  members  of  the  Association, 
at  Paisley,  which  realised  £i(>o.  It  was  good  to 
think  that  the  nurses  began  the  building  of  their 
own  house. 

Under  the  directorship  of  Mrs.  Strong,  the 
nurses  secured  and  furnished  an  office  of  two 
rooms  at  103,  Bath  Street.  One  was  used  for 
business  purposes,  the  other  as  a  reading,  writing 
and  conversation  room.  A  small  subscription 
was  charged,  and  all  nurses,  trained  or  in  training, 
were  admitted  whether  members  of  the  S.N.A. 
or  not ;  free  discussion  on  nursing  politics  was 
encouraged,  all  nurses  being  free  to  hold  their 
own  opinions. 

Mrs.  Strong  had  placed  the  nursing  profession 
in  her  debt  by  coming  to  town  from  her  retreat 
at  St.  Fil'ans  so  that  she  might  help  the  nurses 
to  run  the  rooms,  and  counsel  and  advise  those 
who  desired  he'p. 

After  saying  that  success  was  soon  assured, 
and  that  400  members  had  joined  in  a  few  months. 
Lady  Ai'sa  went  on  to  describe  how  the  members 
of  the  Association,  assured  of  the  usefulness  of 
their  venture,  and  encouraged  by  the  sympathy 
of  friends  outside,  extended  their  activities  and 
secured  the  present  Club. 

With  the  help  of  Sir  Thomas  Dun^op,  when 
Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow,  and  Lord  Provost 
J.  W.  Stewart,  now  ho'ding  office,  the  present 
premises  were  bought,  altered,  and  equipped  and 
furnished. 

The  sum  of  £10,000  and  upwards  was  vested 
in  Trustees,  and  in  November  last  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Club,  which  is  to  be  managed  by  the 
nurses  themselves,  with  such  help  as  they  may 
desire  from  the  Trustees,  was  opened  at  205, 
Bath  Street,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nursing 
profession. 

Continuing,  Lady  Ailsa  said  :  "To  the  nurses 
I  would  say  that  in  this  Club  you  have  a  great 
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opportunity  to  grow  comradeship  and  loyalty 
which  are  the  foundations  of  all  professional 
ideals,  and  one  great  ideal  you  all  have  in  common 
to  dignify  your  profession.  As  a  corporate 
group  you  cannot  be  outside  the  greater  body 
of  democracy,  but  must  take  your  place  and 
responsibility  in  it,  not  only  as  nurses,  but  as 
women.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say :  Here  is 
your  house,  your  home  ;  in  love  and  gratitude 
it  has  been  prepared  for  you.  Now  it  is  tor  you 
to  choose  what  spirit  shall  rule  it." 

The  Lord  Provost,  in  declaring  the  Club  open, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  nurses  should  have  a 
place  of  refuge  and  refreshment  from  the  arduous 
duties  they  were  called 
upon   to   perform,   and 
said    that    among    the 
many      virtues      with 
which  he  endowed  the 
profession,  perhaps  the 
one    which  struck  him 
most  was  the  consistent 
cheerfulness     [of      the 
nurses. 

The  dedication  of  the 
Club  by  the  Rev.  James 
McGibbon,  of  Glasgow 
Cathedral,  then  fol- 
lowed. 

Address  by  Mrs. 
Strong. 

Mrs.  Strong,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Association, 
who  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  Lord 
Provost  from  the 
nurses,  and  whose 
speech  was  received 
with  great  cordiality 
and  appreciation,  said 
addressing  the  nurses: — 

"  This  Club  is  a  most 
noble  gift,  one  which  I 
hope  will  mean  the 
parting  of  the  ways  out 
of  the  old  net  of  narrow- 
ness of  view  and  of 
spirit  into  the  open 
ground  of  fellowship 
and  goodwill — ^not  school  against  school. 

"  Great  as  the  gift  is,  it  is  only  the  foundation 
stone,  the  superstructure  lies  with  yourselves. 
The  whole  country  has  been  roused  out  of  its 
listless,  selfish,  indifferent  attitude  towards  things 
in  general.  Take  your  share  in  this  new  spirit, 
listen  to  the  best  that  is  in  you,  and  see  that  you 
leave  a  goodly  heritage  both  of  word  and  deed. 

"  If  we  begin  on  right  lines  developments  will 
take  place,  evolution  being  one  of  the  laws  of  life. 
Whatever  we  may  do  will  only  meet  the  demands 
of  the  moment,  fresh  demands  will  arise  with  fresh 
needs,  whenever  we  think  we  have  attained 
shall  begin  to  deteriorate. 


MRS. 


"  We  want  this  to  be  an  educational  centre  as 
'  well  as  a  place  of  recreation.  You  require  both. 
Now  that  women  have  the  power  of  voting,  I  hope 
one  evening  in  the  week  will  be  given  to  the  study 
of  politics  and  general  subjects  which  aflcct  the 
general  welfare  of  mankind,  so  that  when  your  time 
comes  for  voting  you  may  do  so  intelligently. 

"  The  nurses  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
of  Glasgow,  who  have  by  means  of  a  concert  and 
otherwise  raised  ;^I20,  desire  the  sum  to  be  speht 
upon  library  furnishings  and  books,  further  dona- 
tions will  be  acceptable  as  we  want  a  library  of 
good  professional  as  well  as  general  literature.  I 
also  hope  that  our  staunch  friends  of  the  medical 
profession  will  give  post 
graduate  lectures  so 
that  nurses  who  have 
left  hospital  may  be 
kept  in  touch  with  the 
most  modern  methods 
of  treatment. 

"  Those  of  you  who 
are  commencing  your 
career  are  doing  so 
under  exceptionally  fa- 
vourable circumstances 
when  the  feeling  of 
brotherhood  is  abroad 
in  a  greater  measure 
than  ever  before,  and 
amongst  testimonies  of 
recognition  of  service 
this  beautiful  Club  will 
testify  to  the  generosity 
of  the  citizens  of 
Glasgow  in  giving 
practical  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  services 
rendered  by  Scottish 
Nurses  in  the  hour  of 
our  country's  need. 

"  We  must  not  forget 

the  return  of  our  nurses 

from   the   battle  fronts 

which        will       shortly 

many  of  them, 

in     body     and 

worn    out    with 

such   sights 

the    world 


STRONQ,    THE    DOYENNE    OF    TRAINED 
HOSPITAL     MATRONS. 


occur  ; 
weary 
mind, 
witnessing 
as  I    hope 


see. 


we 


may  never  agam 
I  sincerely  trust  that  some  means  may  be  devised 
of  giving  them  a  helping  hand  during  the  period 
of  waiting  before  they^are  fit  for,  or  can  obtain, 
fresh  employment. 

"  And  now  I  ask  you  to  accord  a  most  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow, 
who  has  not  only  honoured  us  to-day  by  coming 
and  opening  the  Club,  but  who  has  taken  a  sympa- 
thetic interest  in  the  scheme  since  its  inception. 
The  fund  was  raised  under  his  Lordship's  auspices, 
and  it  is  due  to  his  exertions  that  we  are  in  a 
position  to  occupy  these  premises  free  of  debt." 

Miss  Finn,  Paisley,  called  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Lady  Ailsa,  President  of  the  Club. 
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The  Beautiful  Arrangements  of  the  Club. 
Those  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the 
Scottish  Nurses'  Club  are  delighted  with  the 
arrangements.  It  is  centrally  situated,  and  very 
accessible,  thanks  to  the  excellence  of  the  tramway 
service  of  Glasgow.  The  sitting  room  gives  at 
once  an  impression  of  spaciousness  and  restful  ness 
for  it  is  most  harmoniously  and  artistically 
decorated  and  furnished,  the  colour  scheme  being 
one  of  soft  fawn,  blending  into  brown,  relieved  by 
a  touch  of  pink.  The  members  greatly  appreciate 
this  charming  room,  and  the  opportunity  it  offers 
them  of  rest  as  well  as  of  access  to  the  daily  papers, 
thus  keeping  them  in  touch  with  the  outside  world. 
But  an  equal  boon  to  nurses  is  that  they  can  here 
receive  their  friends  and  offer  them  hospitality  for 


and  hot  water  supply  are  excellent,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  baths  and  dressing  rooms  for  the  use  of 
outside  members  has  not  been  overlooked.  These 
have  a  separate  private  entrance. 

Returning  to  the  first  floor,  we  pause  to  admire 
the  library  and  writing  room,  which  is  decorated 
in  cream  and  white.  The  nurses  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  Glasgow  have,  as  mentioned 
by  Mrs.  Strong,  raised  over  ;£i2o,  which  they 
desire  to  be  expended  on  furniture  and  books.  For 
members  who  desire  special  quiet  a  small  room 
adjoining  has  been  cosily  furnished.  The  remain- 
ing rooms  on  this  floor  and  the  whole  of  those  on 
the  second  floor  are  furnished  as  bedrooms,  the 
floors  being  laid  with  linoleum  soft  grey  in  tone. 
Much  consideration  has  been  given  to  providing  a 
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the  sitting  room  opens  into  a  lofty,  well-lit 
restaurant  in  the  same  tone  of  colouring.  Here, 
at  very  moderate  cost,  most  tempting  meals  are  to 
be  obtained.  At  the  end  of  the  room  is  a  platform 
with  a  grand  piano,  which  will  thus  be  available  for 
any  functions  which  may  be  arranged  as  well  as  for 
the  use  of  nurses.  Opening  on  to  the  dining  hall, 
is  a  very  perfectly  fitted  service  room,  of  which  the 
arrangements  have  been  carefully  thought  out, 
and  which  is  most  convenient  for  the  serving  of 
teas,  &c. 

From  this  a  descent  to  the  basement  brings  us 
to  the  kitchen,  which,  well  equipped  for  practical 
uses  and  with  doloment  floor,  looks  cheerful  and 
bright.     The   arrangements   for   central   heating 


maximum  of  comfort  in  the  bedrooms,  and  special 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  all-important 
question  of  comfortable  beds. 

We  are  asked  to  say  that  Overseas  Nurses  who 
have  been  serving  with  the  Allied  Armies  will  be 
welcomed  for  short  periods  of  residence  as  far  as 
the  limited  sleeping  accommodation  will  allow. 

All  visitors  will  receive  a  very  hearty  welcome 
from  the  Secretary,  Miss  M.  R.  Stewart,  and  from 
Miss  Muir. 

We  hope,  and  anticipate,  that  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Club  will  be  a  centre  of  happiness,  educa- 
tion and  expansion  to  its  members,  and  we  con- 
gratulate its  promoters  on  the  result  of  their 
efforts  for  the  good  of  the  nursing  profession. 
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F.<ENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 

The  Croix  de  Guerre. 

We  have  aU  been  rejoicing  with  the  Sisters  so 
long  attached  to  the  36eme  Corps  d'Armee  with 
Ambulance  16/21.  News  has  come  that  the  whole 
Unit  has  been  decorated  with  the  coveted  Croix 
<ie  Guerre. 

The  Sisters  who  have  received  the  "  Croix  " 
are : — 

Miss  Agnes  Louise  Warner  (the  only  American 
Member  of  the  Corps). 

Miss  Annie  Mildred  Manning,  who  has  the 
"  1914  Star." 

Miss  Helen  McMurrich,  Supervisor  of  the  ist 
Canadian  Unit. 

Miss  Mabel  Constance  Jones. 

Of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  services 
of  these  Sisters  to  the 
French  Army  are  heM, 
wf-  quote  the  "  Cita- 
tions "  presented  to 
them  with  the  Order, 
by  the  General  of  the 
36eme   Corps  d'Armee. 

The  Citations. 

Le  Medicin  Inspecteur 
Reboul  -  Lachaux,  Direc- 
teur  du  Service  du  36eme. 
Corps  d'Armee,  cite  a 
rOrdre  du  Service  de 
Sante  du  Corps  d'Armee  : 

"  Miss  "Warner  (Agnes 
Louise).  Infirmiere  Major, 
Ambulance  16/2 1,  has 
been  in  the  '  formations 
sailitaires  '  of  the  French 
Armies  for  four  years, 
where  she  is  well-known 
as  a  model  of  enduring 
energy,  of  disinterested- 
ness and  of  devotion. 
Spent  day  and  night  at- 
tending to  gassed  and 
severely  wounded  cases, 
regardless  of  fatigue  and 
bombardments.  Has  com- 
manded the  admiration 
of  aU." 

"Miss  Hanning  (Annie  IMildred)  British  Volunteer 
Nurse,  Ambulance  16/21,  having  since  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities,  hastened  to  the  help  of  the  French 
Armies,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  soon  as 
she  was  liberated  resumed  the  task  of  charity  and. 
devotion  in  the  advanced  '  formations  sanitaires,' 
giving  proof  in  every  circumstance  of  an  astonishing 
activity  and  of  perfect  competence." 

"  Has  preserved,  under  several  bombardments  a 
most  admirable  composure  and  has  continued  to  show 
proof  of  the  same  qualities  in  the  course  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  last  two  months." 

"  Miss  MacMurrich  (Helen),  Canadian  Volunteer 
Nurse,  Ambulance  16/2 1,  has  spent  night  and  day 
attending  to  severely  wounded  cases,  whose  wounds 
she  dressed,  whom  she  soothed  and  comforted  with 
an  admirable  perseverance  and  the  utmost  abnegation. 
Has  helped  many  precious  lives  in  the  struggle  against 


death,     never     allowing     herself    to    be    vanquished 
either  by  bombardment  or  by  fatigue." 

"Miss  Jones  (Mabel  Constance),  British  Volunteer 
Nurse,  Ambulance  16/2  i,  has  spent  night  and  day  at 
the  bedside  of  the  severely  wounded,  whom  she 
attended,  soothed  and  comforted  with  an  admirable 
fortitude  added  to  the  utmost  self-abnegation  ;  has 
toiled  without  ceasing  for  four  years  as  insensible  to 
hard  work  as  to  bombardment." 

The  Ceremony. 

On  December  20th,  the  General  of  the  36eme 
Corps  d'Armee  sent  an  order  to  say  that  he  wished 
to  come  and  decorate  the  Sisters  of  the  Ambulance 
16/21. 

On  December  21st,  the  Inspector  of  the  Service 
de  Sante  of  the  36eme  Corps  sent  an  order  to  have 
all  the  orderlies  and  stretcher-bearers  lined  up 
for  inspection,  previous  to  the  decoration  of  th° 
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All  decorated  with  the  Croix  de  Querre. 


Infirmieres  Anglaises,  and  that  all  was  to  be  in 
readiness  by  2  p.m.  that  day. 

It  was  not  easy  to  find  a  suitable  spot,  as  the 
ambulance  is  "en  repos,"  in  a  remote  litt.'e 
straggling  village  ;  but  finally  it  was  decided  to 
fix  ma  field  opposite  the  Sisters'  "  messroom, "  and 
there  the  men  were  lined  up.  At  2  p.m.  the 
Inspector  arrived  and  reviewed  the  men,  and  at 
2.30  the  General  arrived.  The  Sisters  had  been 
told  where  to  stand.  After  the  review  of  the  men 
they  were  called  up  to  stand  facing  the  Genrxa\ 
and  with  them  was  one  of  the  Aumoniers  of  the 
corps.  The  General  read  cut  the  citatiors  and 
pinned  on  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  after  each  citation 
he  told  each  Sister  what  pleasure  he  had  in 
presenting-  her  with  the  decoration  which  she  had 
so  well-earned. 
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It  was  a  wonderful  day  for  the  Sisters,  who  all 
felt  they  had  been  greatly  honoured,  for  whatever 
they  have  done  during  their  four  years'  service 
has  been  to  them  a  privi'ege,  as  the  world  owes  so 
much  to  the  heroic  and  valiant  men  of  France. 
The  Sisters  of  the  F.F.N.C.  will  ever  carry  with 
them  a  memory  of  their  "  Poiirs  "  ;  they  stand 
for  so  m.any  virtues,  patient  endurance,  courage 
and  perseverance,  and  their  "  moral  "  during 
the  four  years  of  terrible  war  has  never  wavered, 
so  that  the  Sisters  may  well  be  proud  to  have 
earned  the  "  Poilus'  "  decoration. 


It  is  interesting  that  an  American,  a  Canadian, 
and  two  Englishwomen  are  so  closeJy  associated 
together  in  this  work  of  mercy. 


Sister  Hilda  GiU.  who  is  the  fifth  member  of 
the  Unit,  received  the  Croix  de  Guerre  in  igi7, 
tor  courage  under  fire  when 
she  went  to  the  aid  of  her 
co' league,  Sister  M.  Jaffray, 
who  was  injured  by  a  bomb, 
and  who  was  a' so  subse- 
quently decorated.  This 
Unit  has  been  greatly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  French 
authorities  in  being  awarded 
six  Croix  de  Guerre. 

The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  warmly  congratu- 
lates the  Sisters  on  their 
well-deserved  honours. 


who  do  not  pass  the  medical  visit.  One  sees  very 
sad  sights,  and  1  regret  so  much  I  have  not  warm 
clothing  to  give  them.  Its  the  first  time  I  have 
seen  the  Mass  for  the  dead  said  outside  in  the 
grounds,  but  the  chajjel  has  been  destroyed." 

Naturally  the  Sisters  are  gratified  to  hear  that 
the  French  Ministry  propose  to  recognise  their 
services,  but  the  feeling  oi  the  true  nurse  is 
expressed  in  the  following  words  :  "  To  tell  you 
the  truth,  one  has  such  deep  joy  and  satisfaction  in 
feeling  that  one  has  been  able  and  privileged  to 
help  these  brave  fellows  in  the  smallest  degree  to 
bear  their  sufferings  that  no  other  reward  or  recog- 
nition can  be  greater,  ever,  than  the  '  Merci,  de 
vos  bons  soins,'  of  our  Poilus." 

That  is  our  feeling  on  this  question  of  the 
honours. 


THE 


A  Fifth  Christmas  in 
France. 

Some  of  the  Sisters  have 
celebrated  a  fifth  Christmas 
in  France — the  last,  to  their 
joy  and  sorrow— a  time  to 
look  back  to  with  deep  and 
sincere  satisfaction.  They 
have  spent  such  a  useful 
time.  Some  of  them  are 
still  "  trekking  "  and  Jiving 
in  the  wilds.  "  Yesterday," 
writes  one,  "  we  went  into 
a    neighbouring    town    and 

we  came  across  one  of  the'Cantines  Britannique ' of 
the  Comitf  de  Tondres,  who  were  just  fixing  them- 
selves in.  What  a  boon  they  are  to  our  '  Poilus,' 
These  Cantines  have  done  wonderful  work,  and  are 
specially  useful  now,  with  so-  many  troops  on  the 
road,  coming  and  going.'" 

Sister  writes  :  "I  pass  through  the  grounds  of 
this  hospital  each  day  ;  sometimes  I  wish  to  pass 
another  way,  as  each  time  I  pass  there  are  one  or 
two  coffins  out  in  the  courtytird  covered  with  a 
white  sheet,  and  the  same  good  priest  in  his  white 
robe  and  black  cap  saying  the  Mass  ;  even  when  it 
pours  with  rain  he  is  there.  Sometimes  theie  are 
mourners,  more  often  not.  Oh  '  it's  a  sad  sight. 
The  dead  are  often  the  repntries  who  have  taken  ill 
en  route  and  died  in  the  tents  erected  for  the  people 


NURSING   AND 
WAR. 

The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  institute  a  Military 
Division  of  the  Most  Excel- 
lent Order  of  the  British 
Empire  to  date  from  the 
creation  of  the  Order — i.e., 
June  4th,   1917. 


MISS     AQNES     LOUISE     WARNER, 

INFIRMIERE     MAJOR,     F.F.N.C. 

"  A   fait  radmlration  de  tout" 


The  following  women  are 
eligible  for  the  Order  : — 

AU  members  of  the 
Naval,  Army,  Dominions, 
or  Overseas  Nursing  Ser- 
vices, or  ofiicia's  of  the 
Women's  Royal  Naval 
Service,  Queen  Mary's  Army 
Auxiliary  Corps,  or  the 
Women's  Royal  Air  Force, 
and  Such  commandants  of 
the  Women's  Legion  or 
similar  organisations  as  are 
under  contract  with,  or 
employed  by,  the  Admir- 
alty, War  Office,  or  Air 
Ministry. 

The  ribbon  of  the  Mili- 
tary Division  will  be  distinguished  by  a  vertical 
red  strip  in  the  centre  of  the  existing  ribbon. 
Scottish  Nurses  in  London. 
A  hostel  has  been  opened  for  Scottish  nurses  and 
V.A.D.s  on  active  service  at  82,  Cadogan'  Square, 
Belgravia,  London,  S.W.  i,  kindly  lent  by  the 
Dowager  Lady  Renshaw. 

A  NEW  YEAR  THOUGHT. 

While  we  work,  there's  a  chance  for  giving  ; 
While  we  give,  life's  worth  the  living  ; 
While  we  live,  there's  room  for  growing  ; 
While  we  grow,  there's  time  for  sowing. 
Watchful  care  and  faithful  keeping — 
When  we've  sown,  there's  hope  for  reaping. 

Ruth  lioyce. 
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THE  ROYAL  RED  CROSS. 


The  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  award 
the  Royal  Red  Cross  Decxaration  to  the  under- 
mentioned ladies  in  recognition  of  their  valuable 
services  in  connection  with  the  war  : — 

Bar  to  Royal  Red  Cross,  First  Class. 
Miss    A.    W.    Gill,    Lady    Superintendent   of    Nurses, 
Royal  Infirmary,   Edinburgh. 

Royal  Red  Cross,  Second  Class 
Miss  D.  Lund,  Miss  N.  McKay,  Miss  M.  R.  Chester- 
Webb,  Miss  M.  Hunt,  Miss  L.  Swift,  Miss  L.  C. 
Chamberlain,  Nursing  Sisters,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  Reserve; 
Miss  M.  Edgar,  Head  Sister,  London  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.  ;  Miss  L 
Docherty,  Matron,  General  Hospital,  Great  Yarmouth  ; 
Miss  E.  W.  Jones,  Matron,  Monkstown  Hospital,  Kings- 
town ;  Miss  Edwardes,  Matron,  R.N.  Convalescent 
Hospital,  Great  Malvern  ;  Miss  J.  A.  Mortlock,  Matron, 
Brooksby  Hospital,  Leicestershire. 


CARE  OF  THE  WOUNDED. 


The  Christmas  Magazine  of  the  Queen  Alexan- 
dra's Hospital  for  Ofi&cers  at  Highgate  dedicated 
by  permission  to  Queen  Alexandra,  is  beautifully 
|-)roduced,  and  it  is  a  treat  to  book-lovcrs  to  finger 
the  satin-like  paper  on  which  it  is  printed — 
especially  in  these  days  of  shoddy. 

Queen  Alexandra  sends  a  Christmas  message  in. 
her  own  fine  *^riting  to  the  patients  "  in  my  Hos- 
pital," and  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Paterson,  the'  Hon. 
Surgeon-in-Ch?rge.  and  the  members  of  the 
medical  and  nursing  staflfs,  she  expresses  her 
"  sincere  appreciation  of  their  devotion  during 
the  past  year." 

The  History  of  the  Hospital  for  191 8  is  one  of 
excellent  work,  well  and  quietly  done,  for  the 
benefit  of  wounded  officers,  8.T4  of  whom  have  been 
admitted,  and  on  whom  511  operations  for  their 
relief  have  been  performed. 

Lively  articles,  verses  and  excellent  illustrations, 
make  a  wonderfully  bright  and  amusing  magazine 
which  will  appeal  to  everyone  connected  with  the 
good  work  the  hospital  is  doing,  and  will  no  doubt 
arouse  much  public  interest.  We  congratulate  the 
Editor,  contributors  and  publishers,  who  have 
combined  to  produce  so  delightful  a  record  of 
"  Q.A.H.O.,"  charmingly  situated  at  Millfield 
Lane,  Highgate. 

1  »  ■ 

ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  President,  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess 
Christian,  will  preside,  on  January  i6th,  at  the 
very  interesting  lecture  to  be  given  by  Mr.  James 
Berry,  F.R.C.S.,  on  "  Lands  and  Peoples  of  the 
Lower  Danube,"  fully  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides,  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  at  2.45  p.m. 

On  January  4th,  the  members  are  to  enjoy 
another  "  Charter  "  Tea  at  their  Club  Room  at 
10,  Orchard  Street,  W^u  3.30  to  6  p.m. 


A    SINCERE    VOTE    OF    THANKS. 

Unfortunately  the  real  Liberals  have  suffered 
for  the  sins  of  their  Party,  and  our  very  kind 
and  generous  friend.  Major  Chappie,  has  not  been 
returned  for  Stirling  and  Clackmannan,  so  that 
our  Bill  will  no  longer  be  in  his  care  in  the  new 
Parliament.  For  all  he  has  done  for  us  in  the 
past  we  offer,  in  the  name  of  the  State  Registra- 
tionists,  sincere  thanks,  and  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  long  before  all  his  splendid  services  to 
the  sick  and  wounded  at  the  Pavilion  Hospita', 
Brighton,  may  be  realised,  and  we  may  have  him 
in  the  House  of  Commons  again  to  continue  his 
work  for  the  organisation  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession by  the  State — work  he  had  the  courage 
and  intelligence  to  support  in  spite  of  a  very 
interested  opposition.  We  are  all  State  Regis- 
trationists  now  (of  sorts),  but  to  those  members 
of  Parliament  like  Major  Chappie,  who  helped 
us  before  we  convinced  the  country,  and  won  its 
Support,  we  nurses  owe  a  very  special  vote  of 
thanks,  and  in  the  name  of  the  members  of  the 
organised  societies  of  trained  nurses^  we  offer 
him  sincere  gratitude  and  affectionate  regard. 


QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE 

FOR  NURSES. 

Examination    for  the    Roll  of   Queen's]  Nurses, 

December    19th,    1918. 

1.  What  do  you  consider  to'be'the'duty  of  a  district 
nurse  in  advising  a  mother  with  regard  to  (a)  waste  of 
bread  and  other  food  ;  (fc)  the  nutritious  feeding  of 
children  under  present  conditions ;  (c)  the  weaning 
of  the  baby  ;  (d)  conditions  of  damp  in  walls  or  ceiling  ? 

2.  You  are  sent  for  in  an  emergency  to  a  case  of 
Post  Partum  Haemorrhage.  The  doctor  has  not  yet 
arrived.     What  would  you  do  ? 

3.  State  how  you  prepare  for  operation  on  a  case 
of  empyema  in  a  district,  and  the  methods  you  would 
subsequently  employ  when  dressing  the  case.         f 

4.  Give  a  short  account  of  a  district  nurse's  working 
hours,  mentioning  what  points  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  arranging  the  order  in  which  patients 
should  be  visited  on  (a)  the  morning  round  ;  [b)  the 
evening  round.  Include  in  your  round  of  visits  a  case 
of  rheumatic  fever,  empyema  dressing,  and  hemiplegia, 
emphasising  the  order  in  which  you  would  take  them. 
Mention  any  other  case  which  would  come  into  the 
round,  without  going  into  details  of  treatment. 

5.  What  are  the  causes  of  pediculi  capitis,  and  how 
would  you  deal  with  a  bad  case  ? 

6.  (a)  Give  an  illustration  of  the  work  of  a  charitable 
agency  with  which  you  are  familiar  for  the  relief  of 
poverty  and  distress  ?  .  Or, 

6.  [b)  If  you  saw  a  woman  feeding  her  baby  of  a  few 
months  old,  out  of  a  very  dirty  bottle,  or  on  soaked 
bread  or  gruel,  what  arguments  would  you  use  to 
persuade  her  to  do  differently,  and  what  advice  would 
you  give  her  as  to  the  future  feeding  of  the  baby,  up  to 
one  year  old  ?  ' 

On  Christmas  Eve  Miss  Fairley,  superintendent  of 
the  Queen  Victoria  Nurses'  Home,  Johnstone,  was 
presented,  on  the  occasion  of  her  semi-jubilee,  with 
a  silver  bag,  with  inscription,  and  containing  a  cheque 
to  the  amount  of  ;^300.  Miss  Fairley  has  worked  in 
Johnstone    and    neighbourhood    since     1893. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


W'e  arc  glad  to  see  the  King's  Fund  has 
recognised  the  great  need  which  exists  at  the 
Great  Northern  Centcal  Hospital  for  better 
accommodation  for  the  nurses.  According  to 
the  published  list  of  awards,  the  Great  Northern 
is  to  receive  six  thousand  pounds,  one  thousand 
of  which  is  towards  the  building  of  the  Nurses' 
Home.  Everyone  will  agree  that  the  nurses 
deserve  all  that  can  be  done  for  them  in  recog- 
nition of  their  invaluable  services. 


Miss  Yapp,  Matron,  Lake  Hospital,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  Union,  has  been  voted  a  gratuity 
of  ;Cioo  for  extra  duties  rendered  in  connection 
with  military  patients  during  the  past  three 
years. 

This  seems  an  excellent  idea ;  it  is  recom- 
mended as  an  example  to  other  Boards  of 
Guardians.  We  hear  that,  owing  to  lack  of 
domestic  and  other  workers,  the  Matrons  in 
many  hospitals  and  infirmaries  have  been 
greatly  overstrained.  A  nice  little  cheque  would 
mean  rest  and  a  change  of  scene,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  gratification  of  having  extra  work  recog- 
nised and  practically  appreciated.  Hurry  up 
hospital  governors  and  Guardians  with  these 
little  hundred  pound  cheques  ! 


The  West  Derby  Guardians  have  decided  to 
send  letters  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
certain  members  of  the  nursing  staff  of  Mill 
Road  Infirmary,  in  respect  of  the  admirable, 
self-sacrificing  and  untiring  services  which  they 
had  so  willingly  rendered  at  great  risk  to  them- 
selves, in  helping  to  cope  so  successfully  with 
the  epidemic  of  influenza  which  has  swept  over 
the  country,  and  which  has  thrown  so  much 
heavy  work  upon  the  hospital  staffs.  Similar 
letters  had  previously  been  sent  by  the 
Guardians  in  respect  of  the  same  excellent  and 
humane  work  rendered  by  members  of  the 
nursing  staffs  at  the  Walton  and  other  hospitals 
of  the  Board. 


In  reply  to  several  correstx>ndents,  the 
address  of  the  Edith  Cavell  Homes  of  Rest 
is  25,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.  i.  The 
whole  ;£30,ooo  it  was  originally  intended  lo 
collect  has  been  subscribed,  but  the  scheme  has 
been  extended;  instead  of  giving  120  nurses 
a  month's  rest  annually,  accommodation  is  now 
provided   for  500 — so  more   subscriptions   are 


required.  During  demobilisation  the  work  w  ill 
be  very  strenuous,  but  when  nurses  and 
V.A.D. 's  are  again  absorbed  in  the  general 
routine  of  duty  we  should  not  suppose  that 
500  beds  will  be  required,  especially  if  nurses 
are  better  paid,  as  they  should  be^ — trained  and 
in  training.  At  present,  after  war  strain  and 
owing  to  quite  inadequate  salaries,  the  Cavell 
Homes — which  are  most  generously  conducted 
— are  a  source  of  much  happiness  and  comfort 
to  the  guests  received.  For  those  desirous  of 
assisting  by  making  collections,  collecting  cards 
and  boxes  are  available  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Wallace  Braby. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Gordon  Fox,  in  an  admirable 
article  on  "War  and  the  Public  Health  Nurse," 
which  appears  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Nurses' 
Magazine,  writes  : — 

"  Perhaps  the  most  imperative  and  biggest 
disease  problem  of  the  war  is  the  prevention  of 
venereal  diseases.  Mobilisation  of  great  armies 
has  always,  in  the  past,  been  accompanied  by  the 
assembling  of  great  numbers  of  prostitutes  a.round 
the  camps,  resulting  in  much  incapacity  in  th*^ 
Army  and  enormous  increase  in  the  venereal 
diseases  both  among  the  soldiers  and  the  civil 
population  with  which  the  soldiers  mingle.  The 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  and  the 
State  Boards  of  Health,  recognising  the  enorm- 
ous importance  of  the  control  of  this  evil,  have 
worked  out  a  co-operativeplanunder  Government 
leadership.  The  Army  has  enforced  strict 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  commer- 
cialised vice  in  the  zones  surrounding  the 
cantonments.  In  the  sanitary  zone  venereal 
clinics  have  been  established  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  civil  popu- 
lation. Prostitutes  are  being  confined  in 
detention  homes  until  free  from  infection.  In 
these  clinics  and  in  the  detention  homes,  public 
health  nurses  are  doing  excellent  work.  The 
Government  and  many  of  the  States  working 
together  are  planning  a  great  expansion  of  educa- 
tional and  dispensary  work  directed  toward 
thorough  control  of  venereal  diseases.  In  this 
extensive  proposition,  public  health  nurses  will 
have  an  important  part  to  play.  We  are  painfully 
aware  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  little  sound 
teaching  in  our  training  school  days  concerning 
venereal  disease  as  a  public  health  and  social 
problem.  In  order  that  our  future  graduates 
may  be  better  prepared  to  take  their  part  in 
waging  the  battle  against  these  diseases,  a  series 
of  lectures  have  been  prepared,  to  be  given  to  the 
seniors  in  all  our  training  schools.  The  aid  of 
every  public  health  nurse  is  needed  in  this  great 
undertaking*  But  we  must  familiarise  ourselves 
with  our  part  in  it  before  we  can  give  much 
intelligent  help." 
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THE  ELECTIONEERING  EXPERIENCES 
OF  SISTER  PHCEBE 

FOUNnED    ON    FACT. 

Sister  Phoebe  was  a  District  Nurse,  the  epidemic 
of  influenza  had  made  her  unusually  busy,  and  she 
was  unusually  tired  as  she  entered  her  lodging  at  a 
late  hour  one  evening.  She  found  a  friend  await- 
ing her  in  her  sitting-room.  Without  the  formality 
of  a  greeting,  she  threw  herself  into  a  chair. 
"  Oh  dear  !  "  she  cried,  "  I'm  sick  of  gruel  and  the 
dietetics,  I'm  sick  of  pills  and  sicker  of  emetics  ; 
I'm  sick  of  pulse's  tardiness  and  quickness  ;  I'm 
sick  of  blood,  its  thinness  and  its  thickness ;  in 
short,  within  a  word,  I'm  sick  of  sickness.  " 

"  If  you  feel  Uke  that,  you  need  a  holiday."  "  I 
do,  and  I  am  going  to  have  it ;  and  how  do  you 
think  I  am  going  to  spend  it  ?  "  she  said  brighten- 
ing. "  In  a  reasonable  manner,  I  hope."  "  In  a 
very  reasonable  manner."  "  How  ?  "  "Do  you 
realise  that  I  am  an  enfranchised  citizen  ?  I  have  a 
service  vote."  ''  Show  me  your  birth  certificate." 
"  Thank  you  for  the  implied  compliment.  Listen, 
the  General  Election  will  be  in  a  week,  and  I  am 
in  it."  "  What !  Going  to  stand  for  Parliament  ?  '* 
"  Not  this  time,  but  I  am  taking  the  thing 
seriously,  I  shall  record  my  vote  for  that  candidate 
only  who  will  answer  satisfactorily  all  the  questions 
I  intend  to  ask  him." 

"  And  then  ?  "  "  Then  I  shall  work  to  get  him 
in  for  my  country's  sake."  "  A  pretty  tiring  way 
of  taking  a  rest,  is  it  not  ?  "  "A  change  of  work 
is  re-creating,"  retorted  Sister  Phoebe. 


A  few  days  later  she  received  a  third  and  final 
letter  from  the  Candidate,  in  which  he  said  :- 

''  I  quite  appreciate  the  sense  of  responsibility 
which  induces  you  to  ask  so  many  questions  ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  if  250  out  of  my  27,000  electors 
were  to  submit  me  to  such  a  prolonged  cross- 
examination,  you  would  soon  have  a  bye-elec- 
tion owing  to  the  decease  of  your  unfortunate 
Member  !  " 

"  He  has  stood  the  test,  I'll  vote  for  him," 
soUloquised  Sister  Phoebe. 

Sister  Phoebe  set  to  work;  she  attended  the 
electioneering  addresses,  and  at  two  of  them  she 
asked,  and  obtained  leave  to  speak. 

.  '.'  ^  ^Jf  proud  to  acclaim  myself  an  enfranchised 
citizen,"  she  said.  "  I  consider  the  possession  of  the 
vote  an  honour,  and  the  use  of  it  a  responsibility, 
and  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  country.  I  appeal  to  you, 
my  sisters,  to  use  it  now  that  you  have  it.  Do  not 
let  it  be  said  of  those  who  have  worked  and  fought 
for  it  that  they  did  not  want  it.  I  speak  for  my 
country  and  my  King  when  I  say — Vote  for  —— " 
(Applause.) 

She  then  left,  and  hurried  to  the  hall,  where  the 
opponent  was  speaking.  Falsehoods  and  slander 
against  the  popular  Candidate  were  the  methods 
which^Sister  Phoebe  openly  resented.    This  caused 


some  little  stir,  and  a  heavy  blow  in  the  back  by  an 
enraged  supporter  was  the  answer  she  received. 

The  next  day  Sister  Phoebe  went  round  the  dis- 
trict in  a  borrowed  carriage  and  took  as  many 
voters  as  she  could  collect  to  the  polling  station. 
"  Come  along,  Mrs.  G."  "  I  have  voted,  thank 
you,  but  me  'usband,  'e's  too  old,  you  see  'e's 
ninety."  "  Give  him  to  me,  I  will  take  the  greatest 
care  of  him,"  said  Sister  Phoebe,  and  off  she  went 
with  him.  The  nonagenarian  duly  recorded  his 
vote  for  the  popular  candidate.  There  was  no 
shirking  by  the  women  ;  marketing  was  even 
regarded  as  secondary  to  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

Later  in  the  day  Sister  Phoebe  and  two  other 
women  stood  at  the  door  of  the  polling  station, 
wearing  large  sandwich  boards,  which  invited  the 
election  of  the  popular  Candidate.  Supporters  of 
his  opponent  stood  by  uttering  protests.  "  It 
ought  not  to  be  allowed,  it  is  not  fair,"  &c.,  &c; 
"  Don't  say  a  word,"  whispered  Sister  Phoebe 
exultantly,  "  it  is  going  well  for  us."  The  clock 
struck  nine,  the  hour  of  the  Country's  destiny,  in 
which  the  women  had  taken  part  for  the  first  time  ; 
the  doors  closed  simultaneously,  the  people  dis- 
appeared as  if  by  magic  and  the  sandwich-women 
went  home  with  hope  in  their  hearts. 

Enfranchised  . 


We  are  glad  to  note  from  the  election  returns 
that  Sister  Phoebe's  candidate  headed  the  poll  in 
her  district  with  the  substantial  majority  of  2,440. 
That  comes  of  securing  the  support  of  the  women  ! 

OUTSIDE    THE    QATES. 

THE     ELECTION. 

What  a  d^blLcJe  !  But  the  curious  thing  is 
that  anyone  should  be  surprised  at  the  result 
of  the  Election.  After  what  the  people  of  all 
classes  have  suffered  during  the  four  years  of 
war,  and  the  condition  to  which  Germany, Austria 
and  Russia  have  been  reduced  as  the  result  01 
autocratic  militarism  the  whole  country  was  out 
for  Law  and  Order,  and  a  Peace  to  the  sound  of 
"  Rule  Britannia,"  a  glorious  tune  we  are  seldom 
permitted  to  enjoy.  Let  there  be  no  doubt 
about  it  treachery  to  the  Empire  gave  the  coup 
de  grace  to  high  and  low,  and  the  men  to  form 
the  new  Parliament,  whatever  their  Party,  have 
won  on  the  sound  policy  of  patriotism — none 
others  need  apply.  Let  Parliament,  therefore, 
set  about  without  delay  to  consider  the  betterment 
of  the  people  who  have  made  the  country  what 
it  is — and  make  it  worthy  of  their  greatness,  for 
the  history  of  the  past  four  years  has  proved  that 
the  British  are  a  very  great  people,  who  deserve 
immediate  consideration  of  their  needs.  Health, 
wealth  and  happiness  must  be  the  lot  of  the 
many,  not  of  the  few,and  the  passion  of  domicile, 
for  which  all  classes  have  suffered  and  died 
these  thousand  years, must  for  ever  be  taken  into 
consideration^when  appealing  to  the  suffrages  of 
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I  'Mustard  Gas' 

Burns 

A   NEW  TREATMENT 

I  HAVING  REMARKABLE  RESULTS  IN  HOSPITALS. 


'Mustard  Gas'  Burns  should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Chlorcosane  Solution  of 
Dichloramine-T  5%.  Then  apply  to  the  bums  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin*  to  form  a 
wax  covering.  On  this  wax  covering  quickly  place  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  wool. 
Afterwards  cover  the  cotton  wool  with  more  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin,*  giving 
special  attention  to  the  edges  to  ensure  an  £dr-tight  dressing. 

Relief  from  pain  is  assured  from  the  first  application 
of  this  treatment,  and  complete  recovery  is  effected 
more  quickly  than  by  any  other  treatment. 

'No.  7  Paraffin*  is  the  name  adopted  by  the  Army  MediceJ  Service  for  a 
preparation  containing  Beta  Naphthol,  Oleum  Eucalypti,  Paraffinum  MoUe, 
Paraffinum  Durum,  and  Oleum  Olivae.  The  word  *BURNOL*is  the  trade  mark 
for  a  standardised  preparation  of  'No.  7  Pzu*affin'  prepared  under  analytical 
control  in  the  laboratories  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Company  Limited,  Nottingham. 

Chlorcosane  Solution  of  Dichloramine-T,  in  bottles, 

price  4/-  and  12/-,  post  paid. 
Special  Spray  for  the  purpose       ...         ...         ...      price  6/6  extra,  post  paid. 

Burnol  (*No.  7  Paraffin*)  in  4oz.  cakes     ...     price  9/-  per  dozen,  post  paid. 

LARGE  STOCKS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 


BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  COMPANY  LIMITED 

Head  Oifices:   Slation  Street.  NOTTINGHAM.      ::      SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  Managing  Director. 
Telegrams:   DRUQ,  NOTTINQHAM. Telephone:   3160  Nottingham. 
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the  Nation.  Of  the  fifteen  women  who  went  to 
the  poll,  few  made  any  impression  on  the 
e'ect orate.  Miss  Christabel  Pankhurst  might 
have  won  had  she  had  timfe  to  organise,  and  will 
write  M.P.  after  her  name  in  the  near  future  we 
have  no  doubt.  But  it  is  a  fact  that  women 
did  not,  in  any  number,  vote  for  women,  and 
indeed,  few  of  the  candidates  inspired  much 
confidence.  It  is  the  irony  of  fate  that  the  only 
woman  elected,  the  Countess  Markievicz  {nee 
Gore-Booth),  the  Sinn  Fein  candidate  for  St. 
Patrick's,  Dublin,  is  pledged  not  to  take  her  seat 
in  the  English  House  of  Commons  !  Moreover,  s 
an  alien  by  marriage,  she  is  ineligible  to  sit  there. 
Over  the  rout  of  the  "old  Gang,"  headed  by 
the  late  Premier,  Mr.  Asquith,  trained  nurses  will 
shed  no  tears.  Ever  since  the  House  of  Lords 
passed  a  generous  Registration  Bill  in  1908,  the 
Liberal  Party  had  it  in  their  power  to  grant  over- 
due legis  ation  for  the  protection  of  trained 
nurses — instead  of  which  they  prevented  the 
House  of  Commons  considering  the  measure, 
and  left  the  nurses  and  the  public  to  suffer 
from  dangerous'y  disorgani.sed  conditions,  in 
spite  of  the  urgent  demands  constitutionally 
conducted,  of  the  intelligent  and  disinterested 
sections  of  the  nursing  and  medical  professions. 
Overwork,  underpay  and  suppression  for  the 
nurses,  and  unblushing  exploitation  by  ignorant 
and  oftentimes  disreputable  persons  calling 
themselves  nurses,  for  the  public.  A  sorry  tale  ! 
A  big  nail  in  the  coffin  of  callous  politicians  was 
hammered  in  when  the  nurses  cast  their  votes  ! 


WOMEN    AND    HEALTH. 

A  meeting  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Watching 
Council,  presided  over  by  Lady  Rhondda,  was 
held  at  8,  Portman  Square,  W.,  recently. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  representatives 
of  Women's  Societies,  including  organised 
societies  of  nurses.  The  scope  of  the  Council 
and  its  constitution  were  discussed,  the  objects 
adopted  being  : — 

(i)  To  watch  the  progress  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Bill  through  all  its  stages. 

(2)  To  take  any  action  during  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  considered  necessary  by  women  for  ithe  Health 
of  the  Nation,  and  to  secure  the  adequate  repre- 
sentation of  women  in  the  Ministry. 

(3)  To  take  any  action  considered  necessary  by 
women  for  the  health  of  the  Nation  upon  which 
the  Council  may  decide  after  the  passage  of  the 
Bill. 

Lady  Rhondda  explained  that  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Bill  power  was  asked  for  the 
establishment  of  Advisory  Councils  with  power 
to  initiate  advice,  and  upon  which  the  Minister 
could  call  for  advice.  The  idea  if  carried  into 
effect  was  of  value  from  two  points.  Groups  of 
experts  would  be  constituted  who  would  have 
power  to  ad\  ise  the  Ministry,  and  in  addition  the 
Ministry  would  be  kept  in  touch  with  outside 
opinion. 

She  proposed  that  there  sliould  be  a  Women's 
Council  as  all  women  were  inteiested  in  health 


questions  and  had  special  views  to  put  before  the 
Government.  It  was  not  enough  for  women  to 
see  the  Ministry  formed  as  they  wanted  it,  they 
also  desired  to  see  it  go  on  as  they  wanted  it. 
They  should  have  a  body  of  women  whose  Chair- 
man had  access  to  the  Minister. 

Lady  Rhondda  considered  it  important  that 
such  a  body  should  be  chosen  on  democratic  lines, 
not  nominated  by  the  Minister  from  people  who 
were  known  to  him. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Irving,  who 
said  she  saw  no  other  way  of  bringing  women  into 
■  touch  with  the  Minister.' 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  supported  the  principle. 

It  was  resolved' — 

That  the  Watching  Council  adopt  as  part  of  its 
policy  to  press  for  an  Advisory  Council  of  Women  on 
the  Ministry  of  Health  elected  on  democratic  lines,  and 
in  an  analogous  position  to  and  with  the  same  rights, 
privileges,  and  powers  as  any  other  Advisory  Councils! 

A    TRUE    TALE    WITH    A    MORAL. 

Mary  has  been  shut  in  mother's  wardrobe  for  a 

punishment. 

"  Are  you  a  good  little  girl  now  ?  " 

"  No,  I'm  not  a  good  ickle  girl.     I'm  not  going 

to  be  a  good  ickle  girl." 

"  What  are  you  doing  in  my  wardrobe  ?" 

"  I've  spit  on  your  new  skirt,  and  I've  spit   on 

your  best  b.'ouse,  and  now  I'm  waiting  for  some 

more  spit." 

"A    NEW    FACE    AT    THE    DOOR." 

New  Year's  Eve,    19 18,    11.59  p.m.! 
The  door  stands  wide,  and  we  who  watch  you  go, 

Have  no  tears  left  to  shed  for  you,  Old  Year  ! 
You  claimed  them  all  throughout  your  length  of  woe. 

Whose  hours  told  little  else  but  loss  and  fear. 

Haply  the  child  who  follows  in  your  wake 
And  holds  the  threads  of  destinies  unknown, 

May  weave  a  fairer  pattern  that  shall  make 
Some  kindly  reparation  for  your  own  ! 

C.  B.  M. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

January  ^th. — Irish  Nurses'  Association.  M'.et- 
ing  Executive  Committee,  3^,  St.  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin.  8  p.m.  To  discuss  the  position  of 
Nurses  in  Public  Institutions. 

Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

January  ^th. — "  Charter  Tea,"  10,  Orchard 
Street,  W.     3.30  to  6  p.m. 

January  nth. — Conference.  ''  To  consider  the 
urgent  need  for  properly-qualified  women  in  all 
Branches  of  Public  Health  Work."  Papers  by 
Miss  Wise  and  Miss  Alderman.  10,  Orchard 
Street,  W.     3  p.m. 

January  ibth. — Lecture.  "  Lands  and  Peoples 
of  the  Lower  Danube."  By  James  Berry, 
Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical  Society  of  London,  11, 
Chandos  Street,  London,  W. 

January  24th. — Matrons'  Council.  Annual 
Mf^eting  Medical  Society's  Rooms,  11,  Chandos 
Street,  W.     3  p.m.  ^ 


January  4,   191 9 


(The  British  Sournal  of  IRurslno. 


13 


LtTTEkS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

"  THE   OLD  CONTEMPTIBLES." 

7'o  the  Editor  of  TuF.  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,' — I  feel  I  would  like  to  tell  you 
that  I  respect  the  attitude  you  took  towards  the 
Victory  Ball. 

It  is  now  that  victory  is  here  and  that  peace 
will  soon  be  declared  that  we  who  have  lost  our 
dear  ones  in  this  war  feel  our  loss  the  more  acutely, 
for  we  each  one  begin  to  realise  that  when  "  the 
boys  come  home  "  there  will  be  the  vacant  place 
left  in  our  home  circle,  never  to  be  filled  again. 

Can  those  fortunate  ones  who  will  have  the  joy 
of  receiving  their  beloved  back  from  the  jaws  of 
death  again,  blame  us  mourners  if  indulgence  in 
frivolous  pleasures  on  their  part  (even  in  the 
name  of  a  good  cause)  is  looked  upon  by  us  as 
both  unseemly  and  heartless,  and  as  a  want  of 
reverence  for  our  dead  who  gave  their  lives  for 
them  as  well  as  us. 

Besidies,  have  we  not  been  told  by  many  thinking 
people,  as  well  as  by  the  Church,  that  the  war 
was  allowed  to  come  upon  us  because  of  it  being 
a  careless  pleasure-seeking,  self-indulgent  age, 
and  that  we  needed  this  calamity  to  remind  us 
that  this  life  was  not  all  we  had  to  live  for.  If  we, 
now  that  the  war  is  over,  return  to  the  same 
pre-war  ways,  and  indulge  in  excesses  of  all  kinds 
of  worldly  pleasures  and  riotous  living,  will  it  be 
showing  thankfulness  for  victory  granted,  or  will 
it  not  rather  show  that  we  have  not  benefited 
by  the  lessons  the  war  was  sent  to  teach  us,  and 
are  not  worthy  of  those  who  gave  vip  not  only 
social  pleasures,  but  all  that  is  dear  in  life,  and 
life  itself— to  die  for  the  betterment  of  their 
country  and  mankind. 

I  am  proud  to  be  associated  with  the  "  insignifi- 
cant minority  "  whose  "  protest  carries  no  weight," 
according  to  Sir  Arthur  Stanley, although  I  am  only 
an  independent  member  of  the  nursing  profession, 
and  do  not  belong  to  any  of  the  well-known 
nursing  societies  who  voiced  the  protest. 
Yours  faithfully, 

A  Humble  Member  OF  THE 
Nursing  Profession. 

[Do  not  let  us  forget  that  it  is  the  so-called 
"  insignificant  minority  "  who  have  during  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  found  upwards  of  ;^2o,ooo 
to  further  professional  aspirations  and  to  fight  the 
bitter  opposition  of  the  Nursing  Schools  to  the 
organization  of  Trained  Nursing  by  the  State ; 
an  opposition  paid  for  out  of  public  money  !  Nor 
that  the  hospital  managers  and  their  Matrons,  who 
are  now  thrusting  forward  the  College  of  Nursing 
Company's  Bill,  are  financing  the  whole  scheme  on 
charity.  In  the  opinion  of  these  autocrats  we  may 
be  "  insignificant,"  but  we  are  not  paupers,  and  do 
not  intend  to  be  legislated  for  as  such. — Ed. J 


KERNELS    FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  have  been  in  communication  with  a  few 
women  journalist  friends  on  the  question  of  the 
"  Suppress  Press."  "  Kernels  "  from  their  rep'ies 
are  instructive. 

A  Woman  Journalist  writes:  "I  always  read 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  with  relish— such 
a  lelief  after  all  the  twaddle  I  have  to  produce. 
I  am  deeply  in  sympathy  with  your  point  of  view 
over  the  Victory  Ball,  and  marvel  that  the  Matrons 
cannot  realise  how  the  association  of  nurses  with 
such  a  function  cheapens  them  and  their  work  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public." 

Another  Journalist  writes :  "  I  fear  I  can  do 
nothing  to  help  to  place  the  truth  before  our 
readers* — imfortunately  we  have  to  write  to  order 
when  on  the  permanent  stafE  of  a  paper,  but 
you  will  note  "the  draught"  ye  Victory  Ball.  It 
was,  indeed ,  a  shame  to  beg  for  our  splendid 
nurses  from  such  a  crowd,  after  all  their  devotion 
through  the  war ;  believe  me  you  have  my 
sympathy,  and  if  I  were  an  editor  I  should  have 
great  pleasure  in  expressing  it,  but  we  little 
people  in  Grub  Street  have  no  power." 

A  third  Fellow  Journalist  says  :  "I  showed  your 
letter  to  our  editor- — no  go  !  '  We  '  can't  afford 
to  offend  those  in  power ' !  .  ,  ." 

A  Country  Matron  writes  :  "  Apparently  the 
College  Matrons  do  approve  of  the  Victory  Ball 
ethics  for  our  profession,  as  so  far,  not  one  of  them 
has  repudiated  it.  It  is  this  lack  of  courage  on 
their  part  under  an  Executive  of  mo  i  which 
inspires  us  with  distrust.'" 

■  A  Lancashire  Lass  "  writes  :  "  I  have  atteudea 
meetings  in  Lancashire  about  the  College  and  the 
Nation's  Fund,  and  we  are  always  told  we  are  to 
be  self-governing,  but  T  note  that  Lord  Shuttle- 
worth  '.who  is  not  a  trained  nurse)  is  to  be  President 
of  the  East  Lancashire  Centre  of  the  Nation's 
Fund,  which  is  to  finance  the  College,  and  Mr. 
H.  M-  Henyon  is  to  be  assistant  organising  secre- 
tary. '  Those  who  hold  the  purse  strings  call  the 
tune  '  ;  we  Lancashire  lassies  know  that ;  the 
fact  is  quite  apparent  that  in  spite  of  Miss  Spar- 
shott's  statement  to  the  contrary  '  that  laymen 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  administration' 
they — -as  you  proved — control  it.  The  more 
money  these  people  extract  from  the  public  in 
our  name,  the  more  dangerous  to  personal  liberty 
the  position  becomes.  It  is  to  be  hoped  Lanca- 
shire nurses  realise  the  situation." 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

January  ^th.' — State  what  you  know  about  the 
result  of  taking  the  following  drugs :  Cocaine 
and  morphine  ;  and  how  the  patients  should  be 
nursed. 

January  nth. — State  what  you  know  about  the 
conveyance  of  infection  by  insect  carriers.  Name 
^he  diseases  which  may  be  caused  in  this  way,  and 
the  insects  responsible  in  each  case. 
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TKe   Midw^ife 


APPFAL  TO  THE  HIGH  COURT. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  King's  Bench 
Division,  Divisional  Court  in  the  Royal  Courts 
of  Justice,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  December 
1 6th  and  17th,  before  Mr.  Justice  Darling,  Mr. 
Justice  Avory  and  Mr.  Justice  Salter,  the  appeal 
was  heard  of  Davies  v.  The  Central  Midwives 
Board. 

Mr.  Thomas  appeared  for  the  Appellant  {Mrs. 
Gertrude  Davies,  certified  midwife.  No.  29,353, 
New  Tredegar)  and  Mr.  Rawlinson,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  Theo.  Mathew  appeared  for  the  respondents. 

The  case,  in  which  the  midwife  was  charged 
with  failing  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  and  with  neglect  of  duty,  in 
a  case  of  ^  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  was  heard 
before  the  Central  Midwives  Board  on  January 
loth,  1918.  The  Board  found  the  charges  proved 
but  deferred. judgment  and  asked  for  a  report  on 
the  midwife  in  three  and  six  months'  time.  On 
hearing  from  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  of 
a  further  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  her 
practice  which  she  had  failed  to  notify  promptly, 
the  Board  directed  that  the  midwife's  name 
should  be  removed  from  the  Roll,  and  her  certifi- 
cate cancelled.  It  was  against  this  decision  that 
Mrs.  Davies  appealed. 

JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  Justice  Darling  said  in  part :  "  This  is 
an  appeal  brought  by  a  midwife  who  complains 
of  the  decision  given  by  a  Medical  Board  [the 
Central  Midwives  Board — Ed.].  Having  heard 
the  case,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
can  be  no  possible  doubt  that  in  the  case  of  Mrs. 
Davis  *  the  Medical  Board  heard  the  case  properly 
.  .  .  That  they  came  to  a  right  and  just 
conclusion. 

In  the  second  case  {that  of  Mary  Evans)  the  Judge 
held  that  the  case  "  was  perfectly  well  proved,  that 
the  Appellant  neglected  her  duty  as  she  did  in  the 
case  of  Mary  Davis,  that  the  Medical  Board  came 
to  a  right  conclusion  upon  the  proper  evidence,  and 
the  Court,  having  heard  more  evidence  than  they 
heard,  had  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  as  that 
to  which  they  arrived,  and  he  thought  in  these 
circumstances  they  were  right  to  cancel  the 
certificate  of  the  Appellant  as  they  did." 
The  Rule  of  Natural  Justice. 

Mr.  Justice  Avory  concurred  in  the  judgment 
of  Mr.  Justice  Darling,  and  mentioned  two  points 
which  he  considered  deserved  notice.  Mr.  Thomas 
had,  he  said,  argued  that  "  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  in  this  case  were  guilty  of  an  irregularity, 
if  not  of  illegality,  in  their  procedure  in  receiving 
the  statutory  declaration  of  the  mother  of  the 
child  Davis,  and  he  complained  that  they,  having 
received   the   statutory   declaration,    did   not,    in 

*The  mother  of  the  infant  with  ophthalmia. — 
Ed. 


fact,  afford  his  client  an  opportunity  of  cross- 
examining  Mrs.  Davis  upon  it.  Now,  I  think  it 
right  to  express  my  opinion  that  under  Rule  6 
of  the  Rules  of  Procedure  which  have  been 
approved  by  the  Privy  Council  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  Central  Midwives  Board  are 
entitled  to  receive  statutory  declarations  of 
witnesses  who  cannot  be  called  before  the  Board 
to  give  oral  evidence  ...  I  think,  said  he  Judge, 
under  that  Rule,  provided  that  a  copy  of  the 
Statutory  Declaration  is  supplied  to  the  accused 
person  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  they  were  entitled  to  receive  and 
consider  such  statutory  declarations."     .     .     . 

"  The  other  point,  which  was  one  made  by 
Mr.  RawHnson,  was  that  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  having  decided  to  convict,  and  having 
adjourned  its  actual  decision  in  order  that  a 
report  might  be  made  to  them  as  to  her  future 
conduct  for  the  next  six  months— Mr.  Rawlinson 
says  that  the  Board  was  entitled  to  act  upon  that 
report,  if  it  were  adverse  to  her,  without  giving 
her  any  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  answer  to 
it.  Now  I  am  not  prepared  to  assent  to  that 
proposition.  ...  A  very  ancient  authority  laid 
down  what  is  called  the  Rule  of  Natural  Justice, 
and  the  learned  Judge  who  delivered  the  judgment 
said  that  even  Adam  was  given  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  before  he  was  condemned.  I  do 
not  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  in  such  a  case,  where  they  follow 
such  a  procedure,  should  act  upon  an  adverse 
report  without  giving  the  accused  person  an 
opportunity  of  making  some  answer  to  it.   .    .   . 

Midwife's  Right  of  Reply  to  Adverse  Report. 
Mr.  Justice  Salter  :  "  I  agree  that  the  appeal 
should  be  dismissed.  .  .  .  "With  regard  to  Rules  5 
and  10  of  Section  D.  of  the  Rules  of  the  Board 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  Rule  5 
cannot  be  restricted  to  the  preliminary  inquiry 
which  the  Board  may  make,  but  must  be  applied 
also  to  the  actual  hearing  and  determination  by 
them  of  the  case.  I  think  that  at  such  hearing 
they  have  power  to  receive  evidence  by  way  of 
statutory  declaration,  if  in  their  opinion  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  oral  evidence.  It  follows 
from  this  that  the  right  (of  cross-examination 
given  to  the  accused  person  in  the  latter  part  of 
Rule  10  must  be  restricted  to  a  right  to  cross- 
examine  those  witnesses  who  attend  personally. 
The  receiving  of  evidence  by  statutory  declaration 
does  deprive  the  accused  of  this  right,  and  for 
that  reason  the  Central  Midwives  Board  should 
be  very  careful  never  to  admit  statutory  declara- 
tions unless  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  oral 
evidence  cannot  be  obtained.  I  also  agree  with 
Mr.  Justice  Avory  that  it  would  have  been  desirable 
that  this  Appellant  should  have  been  called  upon 
to  answer  the  adverse  report  which  was  made 
concerning  her." 
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EDITORIAL. 


HIGHER    EDUCATION    OF    NURSES. 


A  FLORENCE    NIGHTINGALE  COLLEGE 
OF  NURSING  FOR  FRANCE. 

Miss  Grace  Ellison,  whose  real  genius  is 
centred  in  her  very  descriptive  pen,  has 
written  the  live  little  leaflet  to  be  used  by  Dr. 
Anna  Hamilton,  in  her  appeal  in  the  United 
States  for  support  for  her  ideal  scheme  for  the 
Florence  Nighting-ale  College  of  Nursing  in 
France,  to  be  established  at  Bagatelle,  near 
Bordeaux,  on  the  beautiful  property  left  for  the 
purpose  by  Mdlle.  Bosc.  We  do  sincerely 
hope  this  appeal  will  meet  with  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  it  deserves  in  America,  where 
big  things  materialise. 

A     COLLEGE     OF     NURSING     FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

At  the  notable  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  held  in  London  in  1909 
— 3.  delightful  and  instructive  meeting — 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Isla  Blomfield,  our 
Australian  delegate — a  charming  and  intelli- 
gent woman.  Miss  Blomfield  has  kept  up 
a  keen  interest  in  progressive  nursing  affairs, 
and  now  we  welcome  a  Paj>er  contributed 
by  her  to  the  Australian  Nurses'  Journal,  in 
which  she  advocates  the  establishment  of  a 
College  of  Nursing — on  the  purely  educational 
lines  suggested  by  ourselves  twenty  years  ago 
— a  College  of  Nursing  attached  to  a  University 
dealing  with  Nursing  Education — as  the 
Medical  Colleges  deal  with  medical  education, 
but  in  no  way  superseding  the  Disciplinary  and 
Registration  powers,  which  are  centred  in 
Australia  in  the  professional  Council  of  the 
Australian  Trained  Nurses'  Association,  and 
to  be  carried  out  by  an  independent  Nursing 
Council  when  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
becomes  law. 

Miss  Blomfield  advocates  that  one  year  in 
the    training   of    Nurses    should    be    spent    in 


preliminary  education  of  a  practical  nature  at 
a  College  of  Nursing  before  entering  the  wards 
for  clinical  training,  and  that  the  College  should 
be  subsidised  by  Government,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Training  College  for  Teachers,  since  the 
training  of  nurses  is  as  important  as  the  train- 
ing of  teachers — the  nurses  to  pay  a  fee,  as  is 
done  by  nurses  training  in  Maternity  Schools. 

Miss  Blomfield  concludes  : — 

"  During  this  war  so  many  untrained  women 
have  been  made  use  of  to  do  the  work  of  nurses, 
that  it  is  especially  necessary  that  the  standard 
of  the  trained  nurse  should  be  raised.  With 
this  end  in  view,  the  educational  standard 
should  be  higher  and  a  Nursing  College  be 
established.  What  the  University  training  has 
done  to  improve  the  status  of  the  Masseuses  a 
College  of  Nursing  would  do  for  the  Nurse." 

We  have  often  expressed  these  opinions  over 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  but  we  must  keep 
distinctly  before  us  that  a  College  is  an 
academic  centre  and  should  not  be  responsible 
for  social  economics  and  professional  registra- 
tion and  discipline — beyond  the  regulations  for 
its  own  Diploma. 

NO    PROFESSIONAL    MONOPOLY. 

Active  members  of  the  Society  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Trained  Nurses — the  first 
Society  of  Nurses  to  draft  a  Bill — are  busy 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  profession  in 
the  new  Parliament.  Let  members  pay  their 
subscriptions  early  in  the  year,  and  so  help  to 
provide  the  sinews  of  victory. 

In  the  past  State  Registrationists  have  only 
had  to  meet  the  stupid  opposition  of  the 
London  Hospital  policy,  supported  by  the 
Governors  and  Matrons  of  the  large  training 
schools.  Now  these  obstructionists  have 
adopted  the  policy  of  State  Registration  of 
nurses,  as  embodied  in  an  opposition  Bill, 
giving  preference  to  members  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Our  work  is  to  stand  firm  for 
an  independent  Governing  Body  as  provided  in 
the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  and  to  convince 
the  new  Parliament  that  no  one  organization  of 
nurses  has  any  right  to  professional  monopoly. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


STATE  WHAT  YOU  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  RESULT 
OF  TAKING  THE  FOLLOVVINQ  DRUQ5,  COCAINE 
AND  MORPHINE,  AND  HOW  THE  PATIENT 
SHOULD    BE    NURSED. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  2nd  Northern 
General  Hospital,  Leeds. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  habitual  use  of  morphine  leads  to  a 
tolerance  of  the  drug,  which  often  results  in 
its  employment  in  increasing  quantities.  The 
habit  is  usually  begun  for  the  relief  of  pain. 
In  those  accustomed  to  morphia  the  ordinary 
narcotic  effect  is  replaced  by  a  sense  of  exalta- 
tion, with  quickening  of  the  intellectual  pro- 
cesses, but  this  is  succeeded  by  profound  de- 
pression as  the  effect  passes  off.  The  main 
symptoms  are  a  sallow,  cachetic  appearance, 
a  hard  and  wrinkled  skin  and  emaciation,  vari- 
able appetite,  occasional  colic,  alternating  con- 
stipation and  diarrhoea,  restlessness,  exag- 
gerated sensibility,  disturbed  sleep,  palpitation 
or  dyspnoea,  indolence,  irresolution,  and  un- 
truthfulness. The  reflexes  are  at  first  increased, 
later  abolished  ;  the  pupils,  contracted  just  after 
a  dose,  are  dilated  in  the  intervals.  Death  may 
be  due  to  progressive  emaciation,  to  inter- 
current disease,  or  to  an  accidental  or  inten- 
tional overdose.  The  morphia  habitud  ordi- 
narily presents  a  fair  surgical  risk. 

Cocainism,  a  less  frequent  but  yet  prevalent 
habit  practised  among  those  who,  having  found 
pleasure  in  the  medicinal  use  of  nasal  or 
laryngeal  sprays  containing  the  drug,  continue, 
it  after  the  need  is  passed.  Emaciation, 
mental  disturbance,  and  moral  perversion  de- 
velop more  rapidly  than  with  morphia,  and  a 
sensation  of  grams  of  sand  or  small  shot  under 
the  skin  is  complained  of.  If  unchecked, 
cocainism  leads  to  melancholia  or  mania. 

The  treatment  of  both  conditions  is  on 
similar  lines.  The're  is  no  hope  but  in  complete 
withdrawal  of  the  drug,  and  treatment  in  an 
institution  is  essential. 

Jn  morphinism  sudden  withdrawal  is 
attended  by  agonising  suffering ;  the  reduction 
must  be  gradual,  and  should  be  spread  over  a 
j>eriod  of  several  weeks.  Narcotics  may  occa- 
sionally be  necessary  for  sleep  or  pain,  but  care 
must  be  taken  lest  one  habit  be  merely  re- 
placed by  another.  Warm  bath^  are  useful  in 
allaying  restlessness,  cardiac  tonics  to  support 
the  heart,  and  the  gastric  condition  must 
receive  attention.  Alcohol  must  be  resolutely 
avoided,  and  the  cured  morphinomaniac  should 
be    a    total    abstainer    from    both    opium    and 


alcohol.  The  process  of  cure  may  occupy  from 
three  months  to  a  year  or  more. 

Cocaine — poisonous  dose  causes  excitement, 
incoherence,  nausea,  vomiting;  later,  marked 
depression,  with  small,  rapid  pulse,  slow 
respiration,  cyanosis,  dilated  pupils,  and 
syncope  or  collapse. 

Treatment. — Lavage  of  plain  water  (if  taken 
by  mouth).  In  collapse,  recumbent  position, 
external  heat,  alcoholic  stimulants,  coffee 
enema,  amyl  nitrite  inhalations,  artificial 
respiration,  saline  infusion.  The  physiologic 
antidote  is  opium,  given  as  morphin  sulphate 
by  hypodermic  injection. 

In  acute  morphine  poisoning  the  most  im- 
portant symptom  to  watch  is  the  rate  of  re- 
spiration ;  where  the  rate  does  not  sink  below 
ten  or  twelve  the  chances  of  recovery  are  good, 
and  any  improvement  in  the  rate  of  respiration 
is  always  a  favourable  symptom. 

Treatment. — Chemical  antidotes,  perman- 
ganate of  potash,  or  tannic  acid,  given  as 
lavage  or  in  a  weak  solution  by  mouth.  The 
treatment  aims  at  stimulating  the  respiratory 
and  cardiac  centres,  and  the  urgency  of  the 
treatment  is  guided  by  the  condition  of  the 
respiration  and  pulse.  If  both  are  good,  the 
patient  is  allowed  to  sleep  off  the  effects  of  the 
poison.  Commonly  drastic  treatment  is  neces- 
sary. The  patient  is  kept  awake  by  constant 
movement,  cold  water  dashed  in  the  face  and 
over  the  spine ;  black  coffee  by  enema  and 
mouth  ;  fresh  air  is  supplied  freely ;  artificial 
respiration  and  electricity  may  be  necessary. 
Atropin  is  the  physiologic  antidote,  and  is 
g-iven  by  hypodermic  in  doses  larger  than  the 
average.  If  the  urine  is  not  voided,  the 
bladder  must  be  emptied  to  prevent  re-absorp- 
tion of  the  drug  from  the  bladder. 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

-  The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Dora  Vine,  Miss  H.  M. 
Henderson,  Miss  J.  Anderson,  Miss  F.  James. 

Miss  Dora  Vine  writes  : — "  The  care  of  drug 
patients  is  most  arduous,  and  calls  for  hig-hly 
trained  nursing,  for,  when  the  poor  abused 
body  recovers  a  little  from  the  drug,  then  the 
mind  must  be  directed  into  new  channels  and 
trained  to  a  higher  plane.  Nurses  should  be 
able  to  diffuse  hope  into  their  patients,  and  must 
endeavour  to  induce  their  loyal  co-operation  in 
the  treatment."  - 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT    WEEK. 

State  what  you  know  about  the  conveyance 
of  infection  by  insect  carriers.  Name  the  dis- 
eases which  may  be  caused  in  this  way,  and  the 
insects  responsible  in  each  case. 
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THE  ROYAL  RED  CROSS. 


FOR  SERVICE  IN  FRANCE  AND  FLANDERS. 

The     King  has   been    pleased   to   award    the 

Royal  Red  Cross  to   the  following  lat  ies   of  the 

Nursing    Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable 

services  with  the  Annies  in  France  and  Flanders. 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Miss  M.  M.  Blakely,  R.R.C.,  A./Principal  Matron, 
Q.A.I. M.N. S.  ;  Miss  H.  Hartigan,  R.R.C.,  A./Prin- 
cipal Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.  ;  Miss  G.  M.  Smith, 
R.R.C.,  A. /Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.  ;  Miss  C.  G. 
Stronach,  R.R.C.,  A./Principal  Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.  ; 
Miss  .M.  M.  Tunley,  R.R.C.,  A./Principal  Matron, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 

Miss  M.  Alexander,  A.R.R.C.,  Sister-in-Charge, 
Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  K.  H.  Austen,  Sister,  St.  John 
Amb.  Brig.  ;  Miss  L.  Badger,  A.R.R.C,  A. /Matron, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  Cornwell,  A.R.R.C, 
Matron,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  J.  Evans,  A.R.R.C, 
A. /Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  E.  V.  Forrest, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister-in-Charge,  Q.A.I. M. N. S.  ;  Miss  M.  L. 
Francis,  N. /Sister,  Can.  A.M.C  ;  Miss  J.  Gray,  Sister- 
in-Charge,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  M.  Greig,  A.R.R.C, 
A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  M.  Hopton,  A.R.R.C, 
A. /Matron,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  S.  M.  Jenkins, 
N. /Sister,  Can.  A.M.C;  Miss  C  V.  S.  Johnson, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I. M. N. S.  ;  Miss  I.  Johnson, 
A. /Matron,  Can.  A.M.C;  Miss  C  W.  Jones, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  McL. 
Loughron,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I. M. N. S. R.  ;  Miss  E.  M. 
•Mav,  Sister,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  M.  C  E.  Newman, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.  ;  Miss  O.  L. 
Niles,  A./Sister,  O.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Plaskitt, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.,  Ret.;  Miss  A.  L. 
Plimsaul,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss 
L.  Remnant,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ; 
Miss  C  B.  Robb,  A.R.R.C,  Sister-in-Charge,  Civil 
Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  C  M.  Rov,  Sister-in-Charge, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss  M.  E.  Ruck,' A.R.R.C,  Sister-in- 
Charge,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  C  I.  Scoble,  A.R.R.C, 
Nursing  Sister,  Can.  A.M.C.  ;  Miss  K.  M.  Smith, 
A.R.R.C,  Matron,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  J.  Taggart, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister-in-Charge,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.;  Miss 
B.  J.  Tanner,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
A  C  W.  Teevan,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss  L.  F.  Wheatley,  A./Sister,  Civil 
Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  M.  Whent,  A.R.R.C,  Matron, 
B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  A.  White,  Sister-in-Charge,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  I.  M.  Whyte,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  Wood,  A.R.R.C,  Sister-in- 
Charge,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

FOR    SERVICE     IN     ITALY. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Italy  : — 

•  First  Class. 

Miss  J.  M.  Hart,  Head  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss 
M    D.  Woodhouse,  A.R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Second  Class. 

Miss  E.  D.  Altham,  Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
H.  L.  Davies,  Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L. 
Mackenzie,  Staff  Nurse,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  G. 
McPherson,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  J.  Powell, 
Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R. 


FOR   SERVICE    IN    EGYPT. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Egypt  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 
Miss  J.  E.  Dods,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ; 
Miss  D.  M.  C  Michell,  R.R.C,  Sister  (A./Matron), 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss  M.  E.  Neville,  R.R.C,  Sister 
(A./Matron),  Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss  A.  Weir,  R.R.C, 
Sister  (A./Matron),   Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 
Miss  E.  H.  Chapman,  Head  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  R.  Creal,  Matron,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  M. 
Davenport,  Staff  Nurse  (A./Sister),  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  A.  M.  Hanrahan,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  H.  J.  Mooney,  Matron,  Egyptian  Government 
Hospl.,  Suez ;  Miss  B.  Sanderson,  Staff  Nurse 
(A./Sister),  T.F.N.S. 

FOR    SERVICE    IN    SALONIKA. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services   in   recognition  of  their  valuable   services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Salonika  : — 
First  Class. 

Miss  W.  M.  Bickham,  Asst.  Matron,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss 
R.  H.  Black,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  L.  F.  Brooke, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  D.  F.  Chapman, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  H.  M.  L.  Cox, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  L.  M.  Holden,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  E.  G.  Kilburn,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  S.  Lewis, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Prichard,  T./Matron, 
A.A.N. S.  ;  Miss  A.  B.  Russell,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  E.  R.  Uren,  Matron,  A.A.N. S.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  J. 
Walpole,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

FOREIGN    SERVICE. 

First  Class. 
Mrs.  L.  Doughty-Wylie,  M.B.E.,  Matron,  Limenaria 

Hpl.,  Thasos. 

Second  Class. 
Miss    M.    Rutherford-Hams,    Nursing    Sister,    R.A.F. 
Hpl.,   Vend6me,  and  Miss  E.   Sandford,   M.B.E.,  Asst. 
Matron,   Limenaria  Hpl.,  Thasos. 

ORDER    OF    THE     BRITISH    EMPIRE. 

Dame   Grand  Cross,   Order  of  the   British   Empire. 
Miss      S.      J.      Browne,      R.R.C,      Matron-m-Chief, 
T.F.N.S. 

KAISAR-I-HIND    MEDAL. 

The  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  make  the 
following  award  of  the  "  Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal  for  Public 
Service  in  India  "  of  the  First  Class  : — 

Miss  Gertrude  Davis,  Principal  Matron,  Aust.  A.N.S., 
Victoria  War  Hpl.,  Bombay. 

MENTIONED    IN    DESPATCHES. 

Ten  ladies  of  the  Army  Nursing  Corps  attached 
tothe  American  armies  in  France  are"  mentioned" 
in  Sir  Douglas  Haig's  dispatch. 

HONOUR    FOR    MRS.    WILSON. 

During  the  visit  of  President  and  Mrs.  Wilson  to 
the  Quirinal  Red  Cross  Hospital  with  the  King  and 
Queen,  the  President  of  the  Italian  Red  Cross, 
.Senator  Frascara,  handed  Mrs.  WifSon  the  Cross 
of  Merit. 
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THE    GREATEST   PHYSICIAN    OF    THE 
WAR— DR.    ELSIE    INGLIS. 

A  most  interesting  book,  which  we  hope  will  be 
widely  read,  is  "  Dr.  Elsie  Inglis,"  by  Lady 
Frances  Balfour,  published  by  Messrs.  Hodder  & 
Stoughton,  Warwick  Square,  London,  E.G. i,  price 
6s.  net.  It  is  dedicated  "  To  Serbia,  and  the 
Scottish  Women's  Hospitals  that  loved  and  served 
their  brethren  1914-1917."  Elsie  Inglis,  we  are 
told,  "  had  the  spirit  of  her  nation  and  of  her 
race  ;  the  spirit  of  courageous  adventure,  the  love 
of  liberty,  and  equal  freedom  for  all  people." 

The  attractive  design  for  the  cover  of  the  book,  a 
thistle  with  the  motto,  "  Nemo  me  impune 
acessit " — the  emblem  of  her  nation  and  of  the 
Scottish  Women's  Hospitals — -was  drawn  by  her 
countryman,  Mr.  Anning  Bell. 

The  early  chapters  are  of  interest,  as  showing  the 
influence  of  heredity  and  environment  on  the 
character  of  Elsie  Inglis.  The  inseparable  companion 
of  her  father,  she  had  the  rare  advantage  of  his 
belief  in  equality  of  opportunity  for  his  sons  and 
daughters,  and  his  sympathy  in  her  medical  career. 

In  Edinburgh  the  "  child  of  her  love,"  amid 
all  other  works,  was  her  Maternity  Hospice,  and 
"  her  idea  was  that  everything  as  far  as  possible 
should  be  made  subservient  to  the  comfort  of  the 
patients.  She  disapproved  of  the  system  prevalent 
in  so  many  hospitals  of  rousing  the  patients  in  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning  in  order  to  get  through 
the  work  of  the  wards.  She  would  not  have  them 
awakened  before  6  a.m.,  and  she  instituted  a  cup  of 
tea  before  anything  else  was  done.  To  her  nurses 
she  was  very  just  and  appreciative  of  good  work. 

There  was  about  Dr.  Inglis,  we  are  told,  "  an 
atmosphere  of  high  and  chivalrous  enterprise. 
Thus  in  an  ordered  round  passed  the  days  and 
years,  drawing  ever  nearer  to  the  unknown  destiny 
when  that  which  was  to  try  the  reins  and  hearts 
of  many  nations  was  to  come  upon  the  world.  When 
that  storm  burst  Elsie  Inglis  was  among  those 
whose  lamp  was  burning,  and  whose  heart  was 
steadfast  and  prepared  for  the  things  which  were 
coming  on  the  earth. 

"  The  year  of  the  war  coincided  with  that  period 
in  the  life  of  Dr.  Inglis  when  she  was  fully  qualified 
for  the  great  part  she  was  to  play  among  the  armies 
of  the  Allied  nations. 

"  The  Suffrage  organisations  staffed  and 
equipped  with  able,  practical  women,  put  them- 
selves at  the  call  of  the  national  service,  but  were 
headed  back  from  all  enterprises.  It  had  been 
ordained  that  women  could  not  fight,  and  therefore 
they  were  of  no  use  in  war  time.  In  the  vast 
camps  which  sprang  up  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  women  modestly  thought  they  might  be 
usefully  employed  as  cooks.  The  idea  shocked  the 
War  Office  till  it  rocked  to  its  foundations.  A  few 
adventurous  women  started  laundries  for  officers, 
and  others  for  the  men.  They  did  it  on  their  own 
and  in  peril  of  their  beneficent  soapsuds  being 
ordered  to  a  region  where  they  would  be  out  of 
sight  and  out  of  any  seasonable  service  to  the 
vermin-ridden  camps." 


In  September,  1914,  Dr.  Inglis  went  to  London 
to  put  her  views  before  the  National  Union  and 
the  War  Office,  and  to  offer  the  services  of  herself 
and  women  colleagues.  To  the  woman's  heart 
within  her  the  wounded  men  of  all  nations  made 
the  same  irresistible  appeal. 

"In"  that  spirit  she  approached  a  departmental 
chief.  Official  reserve  at  last  gave  way,  and  the 
historic  sentence  was  uttered  :  '  My  good  lady, 
go  home  and  sit  still.'  In  that  utterance  lay  the 
germ  of  that  inspiration  which  was  to  carry  the 
Red  Cross  and  the  Scottish  women  among  many 
nations,  kindreds  and  tongues. 

At  a  later  date,  when  Dr.  Inglis,  who  had 
brought  her  units  back  from  Serbia,  having  proved 
her  -mettle,  and,  knowing  the  lack  of  hospital 
arrangements  in  Mesopotamia,  urged  the  War 
Office  to  send  her  out,  Mrs.  Fawcett  writes  :  "  She 
was  not  only  refused,  but  refused  with  contumely 
and  insult." 

The  recognition  "  so  stupidly  refused  by  her  own 
country  was  joyfully  and  gratefully  given  by  the 
French,  and  later  the  Serbian  A.M.S  and  Red 
Cross,  and  the  Scottish  Women's  Hospitals  went 
forth  one  by  one  to  France,  to  Belgium,  to  Serbia 
to  Corsica  and  to  Russia.  The  secret  of  the  loyal 
service  Dr.  Inglis  inspired  was  her  faith  in  her 
fellow- workers.  "  Not  I,  but  my  unit,"  was  her 
dying  watchword.  And  again  her  faith  was  of  the 
quality  which  removes  mountains. 

"  I  suppose  nobody  here  could  lend  me  a  yacht," 
she  said  at  one  little  gathering  at  which  she 
explained  how  she  wanted  to  get  to  Serbia.  She 
f,ot  her  ship  there  ! 

We  have  not  space  to  give  in  detail  her  experi- 
ence in  Notre  Dame  with  the  statue  of  Joan  of  Arc. 
A  keen,  practical  Scotchwoman,  she  was  also 
"  fey,"  and  we  sympathise  with  her  desire  :  "  You 
know  I  would  like  awfully  to  know  what  Joan  was 
trying  to  say  to  me." 

Her  work  in  Serbia  is  well  known.  Mr.  Seton 
Watson  writes  in  regard  to  it :  "  Like  the  Douglas 
of  old,  she  flung  herself  where  the  battle  raged  most 
fiercely — always  claiming  and  at  last  obtaining  per- 
mission to  set  up  her  hospitals  where  the  obstacles 
were  greatest  and  the  dangers  most  acute." 

For  a  time  she  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
Germans  and  before  she  was  liberated  was  .com- 
manded to  sign  a  statement  declaring  that  the 
British  prisoners  had  been  well  treated.  She 
declined  on  the  ground  that  she  did  not  know,  to 
which  the  German  authorities  replied,  "  you  must 
sign  it."  "  Well,  make  me,"  retorted  Dr.  Inglis, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  the  incident. 

She  lived  to  arrive  at  Newcastle,  but  within 
24  hours  her  brave  spirit  crossed  the  bar,  and  she 
was  buried  on  November  29th,  1917,  in  Edinburgh. 
"  Why  did  they  no  gie  her  the  V.C.?  "  asked  the 
shawl-draped  women  holding  the  bairns  of  her 
care,  as  the  coffin,  with  the  Allied  flags,  was  placed 
on  the  gun  carriage  that  carried  her  to  her  grave 
with  military  honours.  Certainly  she  had  earned 
the  reward  of  valour. 

M.  B. 
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ORGANISATION    OF    NURSING    IN 
VICTORIA. 


THE  ALFRED  HOSPITAL  NURSES'  LEAGUE. 

Miss  Gretta  Lyons,  the  new  President  of  the 
Royal  Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association,  is 
going  ahead  and  proving  herself  a  sympathetic 
and  forceful  leader.  Miss  Lyons,  who  has  visited 
England  on  several  occasions,  and  also  keeps  in 
touch  with  American  progressive  plans,  believes  in 
our  Nurses'  Leagues,  as  the  nucleus  of  National 
organisation.  Recently  Miss  L  Mann,  Matron  of 
the  Alfred  Hospital,  Melbourne,  extended  a  coTdial 
invitation  to  all  former 
trainees  of  the  institu- 
tion to  attend  a  meeting 
at  the  hospital.  The 
gathering  was  arranged 
by  Miss  Gretta  Lyons 
for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing an  Alfred  Hospital 
Nurses'  League. 

In  character  the 
League  will  be  much 
the  same  as  the  associa- 
tions formed  in  England 
and  in  the  United 
States  and  at  various 
colleges,  with  the  object 
of  helping  collegians  to 
keep  in  touch  with  each 
other  after  their  student 
days. 

The  Alfred  Hospital 
was  the  first  organised 
tiaining  school  for 
nurses  eslablishi  d  in 
Victoria-  Many  of  the 
Australian  Sisters  ae- 
corated  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  present 
war  owe  their  skill  to 
the  training  the/  re- 
ceived at  the  Alfred 
Hospital.  Those  who 
have  gained  distinction 
include  Mrs.  M'Hardie 
White,  R.R.C,  Matron- 
m  -  Chief,    S  a  1  o  n  i  c  a  ; 

Matron  Davis,  jVratron-in-Chief,  India  ;  Sister  Ross 
King,  M.M.  ;  Miss  C.  Cornwall,  R.R.C-  ;  and  Miss 
Violet  Mills,  R.R.C. 

Among  those  interested  ii  forming  this  new 
league  is  a  nurse  who  served  as  a  probationer  at 
the  Alfred  Hospital  in  i8«!8. 

"  At  that  time "  explains  this  nurse,  "  the 
Alfred  was  the  only  registered  training  school  for 
nurses.  Two  classes  of  trainees  were  accepted. 
Those  who  paid  £12  12s.' entrance  fee  and  boarded 
out,  and  others  %\ho  paid  an  entrance  fee  of  /i  is,, 
lived  at  the  Hospital  and  assisted  with  the  domestic 
work  in  the  wards, 

"  A  trainee  could  obtain  her  certificate  after  one 
year's    probation,  providing   she   passed  the  two 


necessary  examinations.  I  was  at  the  Melbourne 
Hospital  in  1887.  Then  no  certificates  were  issued 
at  that  institutior,  but  a  trainee,  if  approved  by 
the  Matron  and  Secretary,  could  receive  a  reference 
after  three  years'  service." 

Miss  Gretta  Lyons,  who  convened  the  meeting, 
trained  at  the  Alfred  Hospital  about  26  years  ago. 
We  hear  the  League  is  going  to  be  a  big 
success. 


MISS     QRETTA     LYON5. 
President,  Royal  Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association. 


VICTORIAN    NURSES'    BILL. 

The  Victorian  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  has 
been  read  a  second  time,  so  no  doubt  it  will'  soon 
be    in    force.     There  was,  of    course,  opposition. 

Most  of  the  speakers  ap- 
peared to  object  to  a 
professional  Board  of 
Control.  Mr.  M'Leod 
said  he  was  not)  pre- 
pared to  grant  so  much 
power  as  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  a  board  the 
majority  of  which  would 
consist  of  medical  men 
and  nurses. 

Mr.  Snowball  hoped 
the  Ministry  would  pro- 
tect the  public  from  the 
danger  of  giving  the 
medical  profession  con- 
trol. 

Mr.  Slater  objected 
to  the  nurses  being 
represented  on  the 
board  by  the  Matrons, 
who,  he  said  were  often 
very  much  out  of 
sympathy  with  the 
trainees  under  their 
charge.  He  regretted 
that  provisions  had  not 
been  made  in  the  Bill 
for  dealing  with  the 
working  conditions  of 
nurses  generally. 

Most  of  the  American 
Registration  Acts  pro- 
vide for  control  inde- 
pendent of  the  training 
schools,  although  the 
Boards    are    composed 


majority    of    Examining 
entirely  of  nurses. 


QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE 

Transfers  and  Nurses. 
Miss  Allena  M.  Morison  is  appointed  to  Durham 
C.N. A.  as  County  Superintendent;  Miss  Alice  E. 
Holmes  to  Dewsbury  as  Senior  Nurse ;  Miss  Har- 
riett  E.  Browne  to  Dartford ;  Miss  Beatrice  M.  T. 
Clarke  to  Worthing;  Miss  Maud  M.  Deegan  to 
Liverpool  (Lady  Williamson);  Miss  Olive  Gordon 
to  Blackburn ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Morris  to  Black- 
burn ;  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Murray  to  Altofts ;  Miss 
Everdina  J.  B.  Reuser  to  Hammersmith;  Miss 
Ellen  E.  Thomas  to  Blackburn. 
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THIS   SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION 


NEW  YEAR'S  GREETING  FROM  THE 
PRESIDENT. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Christian, 
President  of  the  Corporation,  has  telephoned  to 
the  Office  her  gracious  commands  that  we  shall 
convey  to  the  Members  her  best  wishes  for  the 
coming  year,  and  that  we  shall  express  to  them 
her  hope  that  it  may  bring  much  good  to  the 
nurses. 

A  CHARTER  TEA. 
The  Members'  Clubroom  at  10.,  Orchard  Street 
was  filled  to  overflowing  on  the  4th  inst.,  and  there 
was  a  universally  expressed  conviction  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  secure  larger  premises 
where  they  might  have  their  gatherings.  It  was 
announced  that  Her  Royal  Highness  the  President 
had  telephoned  her  gracious  commands  that  there 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  Members  her  best  wishes 
for  the  coming  year  and  her  hope  that  it  might 
bring  much  good  to  the  nurses.  Those  who  were 
present  instructed  the  Secretary,  when  conveying 
their  thanks  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  to  respect- 
fully offer  to  her  their  good  wishes  for  19 19,  with 
assurances  of  their  loyalty  to  her  person.  Many  of 
the  nurses  expressed  their  pleasure  in  having 
among  them,  for  the  first  time,  Lieut. -Colonel 
Goodall,  to  whom  all  feel  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude 
for  the  help  he  has  given  so  generously  in  connec- 
tion with  their  effort  to  obtain  a  just  measure  for 
State  Registration.  There  was  always  an  interested 
group  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the  Royal  Charter, 
and  a  number  of  nurses  took  away  copies  of  it. 
One  Member  had  brought  her  gramophone,  and 
when,  after  playing  a  number  of  airs,  it  queried 
"Are  we  downhearted?  "  there  was  an  emphatic 
chorus  in  the  negative  from  "  the  insignificants. " 

LECTURE. 

"LANDS    AND     PEOPLES    OF    THE    LOWER 

DANUBE." 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Christian  will 
preside  at  the  lecture  to  be  given  by  Mr.  James 
Berry,  F.R.C.S.,  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  on  Thurs- 
day, i6th  inst.,  at  2.45  p.m.  It  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a  large  attendance  of  nurses.  The  lecture, 
on  "  Lands  and  Peoples  of  the  Lower  Danube," 
will  be  very  fully  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  and 
is  certain  to  prove  most  interesting. 


CONFERENCE  ON  THE  NEED  OF 

QUALIFIED  WOMEN  IN  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  WORK. 

We  beg  to  remind  Members  of  the  Corporation, 
its  affiliated  Societies,  and  other  Trained  Nurses  of 
the  Conference  to  be  held  at  10,  Orchard  Street, 
Portman  Square,  W.,  on  Saturday,  nth  inst.,  at 
3  p.m.  The  subject  under  discussion  will  be  *'  The 
Need  for  properly  qualified  Women  in  all  branches 
of  Public  Health  Work."  Miss  .\therton  will  take 
the  Chair,  and  Miss  Wise  and  Miss  Alderman  will 
read  papers. 

BENEVOLENT     FUND      FOR     NUR5ES : 

THE    DUTY   OF    PROFESSIONAL 

SUPPORT. 

We  should  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  nurses 
at  the  commencement  of  a  new  year  the  claims  of 
the  Benevolent  Funds  for  Nurses;  there  are  three 
of  these  in  which  trained  nurses  should  take  a  par- 
ticular interest.  The  Trained  Nurses'  Annuity 
Fund  is  the  oldest  Benevolent  Fund  for  Nurses,  and 
is  now  granting  pensions  to  forty-two  sick  or  aged 
nurses.  Any  fully  trained  nurse  in  need  of  assist- 
ance, and  who  is  no  longer  able  to  continue  in 
active  practice,  is  eligible  for  an  annuity  from  this 
Fund.  The  Helena  Benevolent  Fund  has  been 
maintained  by  the  Members  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  in  order  to  assist  their  less 
fortunate  fellow-members  who  are  temporarily  pre- 
vented, through  illness,  from  continuing  their 
work ;  and  by  means  of  the  Settlement  Fund  the 
Princess  Christian  Home  at  20,  Clapton  Square  is 
maintained. 

In  the  Trained  Nurses'  Annuity  Fund  there  are 
certain  annuities  specially  connected  by  name  with 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family  or  with  other  people 
who  have  rendered  service  to  the  profession  of 
nursing.  There  is  one  Annuity  known  as  the 
Prince  Christian  Victor  Memorial  Annuity,  and  it 
has  been  suggested  that  Members  of  the  R.B.N..^. 
and  its  affiliated  Societies  should  set  themselves  to 
found,  for  some  sick  or  aged  nurse,  another 
Annuity,  to  be  named  the  Princess  Christian 
Annuity.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  gratifying  to  Her 
Royal  Highness  that  her  own  nurses  should  be 
those  to  found  an  annuity  to  be  placed  alongside 
that  of  the  son  whom  she  loved  so  deeply  and  who 
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died  for  England  during  the  South  African  War. 
Any  nurses  who  are  willing  to  help  in  the  work  of 
founding  such  an  Annuity  should  write  to  Miss 
Macdonald,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Benevolent 
Funds,  10,  Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square,  W.  i. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Miss  Rose  MacBride  has  been  appointed  Lady 
Superintendent  of  the  new  Health  Department 
in  connection  with  the  \\orks  of  Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Son  at  Chesterfield.  Miss  MacBride  has  seen 
many  lands,  and  has  done  a  great  deal  of  organising 
work.  Among  other  appointments  she  held  was 
the  Matronship  of  the  Infirmary  attached  to  the 
Foundling  Hospital,  and  she  was  also,  at  one  time, 
Assistant  Matron  of  the  Western  Infirmary, 
Glasgow.  Miss  MacBride's  adventures  beyond  the 
seas  have  been  numerous  aiid  varied.  On  one 
occasion  she  was  wrecked  on  a  coral  reef  ofE  the 
lovely  island  of  Jamaica.  She  and  other  ladies 
were  taken  oft  the  reef  by  gunboats,  and  "  being 
pleased  with  the  look  of  the  island."  she  went  to 
the  office  of  the  surgeon  and  saw  his  secretary,  who 
asked,  "  What  can  I  do  for  you  ?  "  "  I  want  the 
Matronship  of  one  of  your  hospitals ' '  was  the 
prompt  reply.  She  did  get  such  an  appointment 
and  soon  after  she  was  given  the  work  of  inspecting 
and  re-equipping  the  whole  of  the  hospitals  on  the 
island . 

Miss  MacBride  held  two  Matronships  in  South 
Africa,  and  when  war  broke  out  there  she  was  given 
an  ajjpointment  as  Matron  of  a  hospital  for  5,000 
people.  Few  British  women  have  been  up  the 
wonderful  Amazon  river,  but  Miss  MacBride  has 
sailed  right  up  to  Manos.  She  has  seen  the  snows 
of  Canada,  felt  the  burning  sun  of  Australia, 
Ceylon,  Panama  and  Colon  ;  but  the  call  of  her 
own  North  found  her  again,  and  since  then  she  has 
held  several  important  appointments  in  I^ondon 
and  elsewhere. 

Miss  Lx)uisa  Bonham  has  been  appointed  Matron 
of  the  Peak  Hospital,  Hongkong.  She  had  a  very 
delightful  journey  out  via  Canada  and  Japan,  and 
writes  enthusiastically  of  the  beauties  of  the  latter 
and  its  wisteria-covered  houses.  The  Peak  Hos- 
pital is  very  beautifully  situated,  and  Miss  Bonham 
appears  to  enjoy  the  prospect  of  spending  some 
years  there.  She  became  a  Member  of  the  Cor- 
jxjration  in  19 12  after  her  training  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Auckland. 

Miss  Minnie  Pugh  has  been  appointed  Sister  at 
the  Clandon  Park  Hospital,  Guildford,  Surrey. 
She  was  trained  at  the  London  Temperance  Hos- 
pital, and  became  a  Member  of  the  Corporation  in 
1916. 

COMFORTS  FOR  SOLDIERS. 

Some  time  ago  we  asked  any  Members  or  friends, 
who  have  time  to  do  so,  to  make  a  few  comforts 
for  a  regiment  of  artillery  in  France.  It  appears 
that  several  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  with 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  those  would  not  longer 
be  required.    They  are  quite  urgently  wanted,  how- 


ever, and  we  shall  be  very  grateful  for  any  mufflers, 
mittens,  &c.,  to  send  to  the  soldiers. 

THE   SOUTH  AUSTRALIAN    BRANCH  OF 

THE    ROYAL   BRITISH    NURSES' 

ASSOCIATION. 

Reports  from  the  South  Australian  Branch  have 
just  reached  us.  The  news  contained  in  them  is, 
in  some  respects,  overdue,  as,  it  w'll  be  remem- 
bered, certain  reports  previously  forwarded  to  us 
failed  to  arrive. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Branch  Asso- 
ciation much  regret  was  felt  at  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Cecil  Corbin  owing  to  illness,  and  deeo  appreciation 
of  the  work  he  did  for  the  Association  was 
expressed. 

Since  last  we  heard  from  the  Branch  Association 
the  Army  Nurses'  Club  have  arranged  to  make  the 
R.B.N. A.  Home  their  headquarters.  During  the 
year  Miss  Richardson,  Matron-in-Chief  of  the 
Australian  Army  Nursing  Service,  visited  the 
Home,  as  well  as  others  interested  in  .\rmy  Nurs- 
ing work.  Miss  Graham,  R.R.C.  and  Hon.  Dip- 
lom^e  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  is 
again  taking  an  active  part  in  the  management  of 
the  business  of  the  Australian  Branch,  having 
returned  to  Adelaide  after  accomplishing  splendid 
work  both  in  Egypt  and  in  England. 

Since  the  last  reports  were  received  Miss  Eglinton 
has  been  married  to  Mr.  Mackay,  Miss  Haynes  to 
Mr.  Dooley,  Miss  Lambe  to  Mr.  Cowled,  Miss 
Le  Lievre  to  Mr.  Smillie,  Miss  Marsh  to  Dr. 
Downing,  Miss  Norman  to  Mr.  Penny,  Miss 
O'Hara  to  Mr.  Clapson,  Miss  Riley  to  Dr.  Baker, 
Miss  Waugh  to  Mr.  Ellert,  and  Miss  Whitehead  to 
Mr.  Wood.  We  send  to  them  all  warm  good  wishes 
from  the  Parent  Association. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  received 
official  notice  of  the  deaths  of  Mrs.  Enever  Todd, 
Miss. Atkinson,  R.R.C,  Miss  Breakall,  and  Miss 
Seamark.  Mrs.  Enever  Todd,  as  Sister  Ball,  was 
ofie  of  the  first  nurses  to  join  the  Australian 
Branch,  and  was  for  some  time  Matron  of  the 
Home.  Several  of  our  Members  in  the  Parent 
Association  have  pleasant  memories  of  Miss  Atkin- 
son when  she  came  over  to  England  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  war;  her  bright,  frank  manner 
helped  to  emphasise  the  bond  of  comradeship 
between  them  and  herself  as  a  Member  of  the  over- 
seas branch.  Miss  Breakall  became  a  Member  of 
the  Association  in  1904  and  Miss  Seamark's  death 
we  have  already  referred  to  in  these  pages,  as  news 
of  it  reached  us  from  another  source. 

The  report  bears  evidence  that  difficulties  have 
arisen  in  Adelaide,  as  in  other  countries,  owing  to 
the  numbers  of  nurses  who  have  left  civ^  for  mili- 
tary duty.  In  the  present  great  war  Australian 
nurses  have  played  a  very  worthy  part,  and  we 
cordially  echo  the  closing  words  of  their  Com- 
mittee's report  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  return. 

(Signed)     Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
10,  Orchard  Street,  Ix>ndon,  W.  i. 
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THE   MATRONS'  COUNCIL    OF    GREAT 
BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council 
will  be  heM  at  the  Medical  Society's  Rooms,  at 
II,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  on 
Friday,  January  24th,  1919,  at  3  p.m. 

The  President,  Miss  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  will 
be  in  the  chair  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  business 
meeting  Miss  Heather-Bigg  will  be  asked  by  the 
members  to  accept  an  address,  accompanied  by  a 
little  gift  in  recognition  and  appreciation  of  all 
she  has  done  for  the  uplifting  of  the  nursing 
profession  during  her  tenure  of  of&ce  as  Matron 
of  Charing  Cross  Hospital. 

Tea  and  a  reception  will  follow  at  which  the 
Council  hope  to  welcome  many  friends  interested 
in  nursing  politics. 

Annie  E.  Hulme, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
■ 1  »  » 

IRISH     MATRONS'     ASSOCIATION. 


The' Irish  Matrors'  Association  heM  its  meeting 
for  the  annual  election  of  office-bearers  on  January 
4th.  The  following  members  obtained  the  largest 
number  of  votes  : — President,  Miss  Huxley,  El  pis, 
Lower  Mount  Street;  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss 
O'Flynn,  Children's  Hospital,  Temple  Street  ; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Miss  Bradbourne,  The  Meath 
Hospital ;  Mrs.  Lanigan-O'Keeffe  was  appointed 
Secretary  to  the  Association.  Miss  Reeves  was 
elected  as  delegate  to  the  Nation's  Tribute  to 
Nurses,  Ireland. 

M.  Lanigan-O'Keeffe, 

Secretary. 
1  m  ■ 

IRISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Irish  Nurses'  Association  held  their  monthly 
meeting  on  Saturday,  January  4th,  at  34, 
Stephen's  Green.  The  President,  Miss  Carson  Rae, 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of 
members.  After  the  transaction  of  routine  busi- 
ness a  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
Nation's  Tribute  to  Nurses,  Ireland,  asking  the 
I.NA.  to  appoint  a  representative  to  serve  on  the 
Committee  to  aid  in  the  decisions  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Fund  for  Irish  Nurses.  Miss  Carson 
Rae  was  elected  as  delegate. 

M.  Lanigan-O'Keeffe, 

Secretary. 

yiCTORV    BALL  IN    DUBLIN. 

A  Victory  BaU  was  held  in  Dublin  Castle  on  New 
Year's  night,  which  is  to  benefit  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society.  The  profit  will  therefore  apparently 
not  be  handed  over  direct  to  the  Tribute  Fund  for 
Irish  Certificated  Nurses,  which  determined  from 
the  first  to  administer  its  own  Fund  in  Ireland. 
The  ;^io,ooo  appealed  for  f'  r  Irish  Nurses  has  now- 
been  received  by  the  Coinmittee. 


THE   COLLEGE  COMPOUND. 


Miss  Geraldine  Bremner,  Nurse  Representative 
on  the  Management  of  the  London  Nurses' 
Co-operation,  and  a  member  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  writes  in  the  "  Burdett  "  Press. 

"  In  answer  to  '  lerne's '  letter  in  the  Hospital 
of  December  28th,  I  would  first  say  that  I  am  a 
member  of  a  very  large  body  of  nurses  in  London, 
and  therefore  have  ample  opportunity  of  hearing 
and  discussing  nursing  subjects  with  my  fellow- 
workers  ;  and  from  what  I  hear  I  most  emphati- 
cally say  that  '  lerne '  is  voicing  the  opinion  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  great  numbers  of  the  nursing 
profession.  It  is  very  evident  that  there  is  a 
growing  distrust  in  the  College  of  Nursing,  not 
only  amongst  those  outside  its  portals,  but 
also  amongst  many  of  its  members.  There  is 
a  very  strong  feeling  that  through  it  no  recon- 
struction is  taking  place  in  the  present  nursing 
world,  and  that  the  Executive  of  the  College  are 
working  for  and  spending  the  funds  of  the  College 
only  for  the  interest  and  good  of  the  future  nurse, 
with  little  or  no  thought  for  those  who  have 
borne,  and  are  bearing,  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day. 

"All  right-minded  members  of  the  profession 
approve  of  a  scheme  in  the  College  curriculum  to 
help  future  members  of  the  profession,  but  they 
did  not  subscribe  /i 0,000  for  that  object  to  be 
first  and  foremost,  nor  did  the  public  give  its 
generous  support  for  that  object  alone.  Was  it 
not  the  Nation's  Tribute  Fund  for  Nurses  [jor 
services  rendered)  ?  May  the  College,  before  it 
is  too  late,  '  wake  up  '  and  initiate  reconstruction 
in  the  nursing  world,  and  first  and  foremost  make 
the  lives  of  the  present  members  of  the  profession 
more  bearable,  and  so  swell  its  ranks.  If  this  is 
not  done  its  members  Will  soon  disown  it,  and 
look  for  reconstruction  in  other  directions." 

No   Nurses  Need  Apply. 

Until  the  principle  that  "  no  nurses  need  apply  " 
for  seats  on  the  Council  of  the  College  fis 
abandoned  the  practising  nurses  will  have 
no  voice  in  the  management  of  their  own 
affairs.  The  nominated  Council  have  made  rules 
and  regulations,  and  drafted  a  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  in  the  most  autocratic  manner.  The  nurse 
members  have  never  been  consulted  in  any  way 
whatever.  We  fear  they  are  being  treated  as 
they  deserve  for  subscribing  to  a  constitution 
they  have  never  seen,  and  which  gives  the  Council 
(composed,  of  their  employers  and  matrons)  the 
power  to  deprive  them  of  membership  without 
power  of  appeal ! 

We  wonder  if  Miss  Geraldine  Bremner  read  the 
Constitution  before  signing  her  application  form  ? 
If  not,  why  not  ? 

Pressure  by_  Matrons. 

We  note  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Kensington 
Infirmary    Christmas    Leaflet    the    Matron    uses 


January  ii,   1919 


(The  IBritieb  3ournal  of  IRuremo. 


33 


quite  unjustifiable  influence  to  gather  all  the 
members  of  the  League  under  the  control  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  in  telling  her  staff 
the  College  has  a  "  democratic  constitution," 
Miss  Alsop  does  not  inform  them  that  it  provides 
that  the  Council  can  remove  them  from  the 
register  without  any  appeal  This  provision  is 
neither  democratic  nor  safe  for  working  women. 

A   UNIQUE    EXPERIENCE. 

Miss  F.  Clifton,  who  is  now  a  sister  at  the  Stoke 
War  Hospital,  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  Stafford- 
shire, has  been  awarded  a  1914  Star,  which  is 
granted  to  nurses  who  were  in  service  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  war.  Nurse  Clifton  has  been  in 
three  retreats.  First  she  was  in  the  retreat  from 
Antwerp,  where  she  had  gone  with  Mrs.  Stobart's 
unit.  They  left  the  city  in  flames,  and  were  about 
the  last  women  to  quit.  In  the  retreat  in  Serbia 
she  was  accidentally  wounded  by  a  Serbian  soldier, 
and  as  a  result  had  to  be  left  behind,  and  was 
kept  a  prisoner  in  Belgrade  for  five  weeks.  On 
her  return  to  England  she  volunteered  for  Russia, 
with  Lady  Buchanan's  unit,  and  was  in  the  retreat 
from  Galicia,  when  it  was  invaded  by  the  Germans. 

If  we  were  Miss  F.  Clifton  we  should  now  make 
an  effort  to  see  the  Allies  pour  through  the  Bran- 
denburgher  Tor,  and  down  Unter  den  Linden, 
when  they  enter  Bsrlin.  That  should  be  some 
compensation  for  her  unique  experience  whilst 
caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded  on  three  fronts. 
RESIGNATION     AND     PRESENTATIONS. 

Miss  K.  M.  Buckingham,  who  has  been  Matron  of 
Ha^ steed  Cottage  Hospital  for  the  last  six  years, 
has  resigned.  Before  her  departure  she  was 
presented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Management 
Committee,  on  behalf  of  a  large  number  of  the 
public  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  with  a 
testimonial  in  appreciation  of  her  valued  services 
and  her  skill  as  a  nurse,  many  of  her  forn  er 
patients  being  among  the  subscribers.  The  gift 
took  the  form  of  a  note-case  containing  the  sum  of 
£ts  1 8s.  4d.  

Miss  Berry,  Matron  of  Surbiton  Hospital,  has 
been  presented  by  the  governing  committee  of  that 
institution  with  a  silver  toilet  service,  in  recogni- 
tion of  her  work  during  the  recent  influenza 
epidemic,  when  she  had  *  the  entire  care  of  the 
patients,  owing  to  the  whole  nursing  staff  being 
incapacitated  from  duty. 

HOLIDAYS     FOR     NURSES. 

A  sjjecial  week's  holiday  is  to  be  given  to  nurses 
who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Camberwell 
Guardians  for  more  than  three  years,  in  view  of 
the  gre^t  strain  on  the  staff  during  the  period  of  air 
raids  and  the  influenza  epidemic. 

Few  people  realize  the  splendid  work  done  by 
civilian  nurses  at  home  during  the  last  four  years. 
Their  care  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  their 
patients  during  air  raids,  and  forgetfulness  of  their 
own,  and  the  way  they  "  carried  on  "  during  the 
day,  after  anx'ous  hours  on  duty  during  a  raid 
night,  should  be  put  on  record. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


Ashburton  and  Buckfastleigh  Cottage  Hos- 
pital.— Miss  Jessie  M.  Taylor  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  General  Infirmary, 
Chester,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Monsall  Fever 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Cross,  Rugby. 

Royal  Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital,  Bourne- 
mouth.— ^Miss  A.  E.  Ellis  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  East  Sussex 
Hospital,  Hastings,  and  has  been  Sister  at  Lyme 
Regis  Cottage  Hospital,  and  Matron  of  the 
Axminster  Cottage  Hospital. 

HOME  SISTER   AND   DEPUTY   MATRON. 

Ladywell  Sanatorium,  Salford.  —  Miss  Ellen 
H.  Wilding  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister  and 
Deputy  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Blackburn 
Infirmary,  where  she  subsequently  held  the 
position  of  Charge  Nurse  in  the  Children's  Ward 
in  that  Institution.  She  has  also  been  Sister  at  the 
Ladjrwell  Sanatorium,  and  at  the  Leasowe  Child- 
ren's Hospital,  Cheshire. 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

General  Hospital,  Great  Yarmouth. — Miss  D. 
Philpott  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  and  has 
been  Sister-in-Charge  at  Bignor  Park  V.A.D. 
Hospital,  Pul borough. 

SISTER. 

City     of    Westminster    Infirmary,    Fulham     Road, 

S.  W. — iMiss  Annie  Louisa  Wood  has  been  appointed 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  Shirley  Warren  Infir- 
mary, Southampton,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  at 
Norfolk  War  Hospital. 

Ladywell  Sanatorium,  Salford.  —  Miss  Ethel 
M.  Wilson  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Sheffield  Union  Infirmary,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Staff  Nurse  at  the  South 
Eastern  Fever  Hospital,  and  of  Sister  at  the  Shef- 
field Union  Infirmary,  the  Norwich  Fever  Hospi- 
tal, the  Lodgemoor  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  Manchester. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Workhouse  Infirmary,  Lincoln.  —  Mrs.  D. 
Manley  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Warrington  Union  Infir- 
mary, where  she  has  been  Ward  and  Night  Sister 
and  Acting  Superintendent.  She  has  also  been 
temporary  Superintendent  Nurse  at  Minster 
Union  Infirmary. 

LADY    HOUSEKEEPER. 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. — Miss  F.  Sillitoe 
has  been  appointed  Lady  Housekeeper.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital, 
Norwich,  where  she  has  held  the  positions  of  Ward 
Sister  and  Housekeeper.  She  goes  to  Manchester, 
a  much  larger  charge,  with  a  fine  record  of  fourteen 
years'  faithful  service  to  her  credit  at   Norwich. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Nurses  are  versatile  people.  The  Prince  of 
Wales'  General  Hospital,  Tottenham,  has  had 
its  full  share  of  stress  and  anxiety  during-  the 
four  last  strenuous  years.  The  nearest  Poor 
Law ,  Infirmary  (Edmonton)  ,and  the  nearest 
large  Fever  Hospital  (the  North  Eastern, 
M.A.B.)  have  both  been  closed  to  civilians, 
with  resulting  pressure  on  the  beds  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales'  Hospital,  which  also  devoted 
some  cf  its  own  beds  to  military  cases ;  then 
the  hospital  has  been  in  the  air-raid  zone,  and 
lately  it  has  been  in  the  throes  of  the  influenza 
epidemic.  Yet  the  wards  have  been  shorn  of 
none  of  their  Christmas  brightness,  and  the 
Children's  Ward  was  especially  sweet,  with 
fairy  dolls,  in  gossamer  and  silver,  and  Pucks 
in  red  suits  and  pointed  caps. 

At  their  fancy  dress  entertainment  on  Friday 
evening,  January  3rd,  the  nursing  staff  might 
have  been  without  a  care  in  the  world,  and  to 
all  appearances  the  question  of  nurses'  votes 
could  not  arise  in  the  hospital,  for  by  no  stretch 
of  imagination  could  we  believe  that  any 
member  of  the  staff  had  arrived  at  the  mature 
3ige  of  thirty.  Sister  Jean,  for  instance,  in 
white  muslin,  with  her  fair,  curly  hair — ^in 
which  stray  sunbeams  seemed  imprisoned — 
tied  up  with  white  ribbons,  might  have  been  at 
her  first  party,  and  young  at  that,  and  yet  we 
know  her  to  be  a  pillar  of  the  house,  with  many 
years  of  fine  work  to  her  credit. 

The  procession  of  the  different  characters 
round  the  room,  in  various  groupings,  was 
wonderfully  effective,  especially  when — led  by 
Britannia,  draped  in  the  British  Flag,  with 
steel  helmet  and  trident  complete — they  ad- 
vanced to  the  platform,  where  the  invited 
guests  occupied  positions  of  vantage,  and 
Britannia  laid  a  laurel  wreath  at  the  feet  of 
Miss  Bickerton,  the  Matron. 

The  costumes  were  very  attractive,  some  of 
the  old  world  time  ones  being  really  beautiful. 
One  fortunate  nurse  had  secured  a  real  Portu- 
guese National  Costume,  the  Five  of  Hearts 
and  Five  of  Clubs,  and  the  Jockey  and  Red 
Riding  Hood  were  also  most  effective. 

Before  the  party  broke  up  a  most  apprecia- 
tive and  sympathetic  little  speech  was  made  by 
the  senior  surgeon,  Mr.  Carson.  "  When  I 
think  of  all  you  have  been  through,"  he  said, 
**  I  am  so  pleased  to  see  you  all  enjoying  your- 
selves to-night.  But  how  you  have  managed 
to  prepare  everything,  as  you  have,  is  perfectly 
wonderful.  I  can't  imagine  how  you  have 
done  it."  The  nursing  staff  cheered  him  to  the 
echo,  and  returned  the  compliment  by  singing 


"For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow."  The  pro- 
grammes, designed  and  painted  by  a  member 
of  the  nursing  staff,  were  dainty  and  charming. 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Committee 
of  Management  of  the  Great  Northern  Central 
Hospital  has  revised  the  scale  of  remuneration 
to  Sisters  as  from  the  ist  inst.  Night  and 
Theatre  Sisters  will  receive  £^0  per  annum,  in- 
creasing to  ;;(;6o;  Ward  and  Casualty  Sisters 
;(^42,  rising  to  £c,s,.  All  Sisters  with  six  years' 
service  will  receive  an  additional  ;£io  per 
annum.  Staff  Nurses  will  be  paid  £^0  per 
annum.  The  salaries  of  Nurses  were  increased 
some  time  ago,  the  rates  now  being — first  year 
nurses,  5^16  per  annum;  second  year,  ;£i8; 
third  year,  ;{;20 ;  and  fourth  year,  £28. 


A  bust  of  Edith  Cavell,  the  gift  and  work 
of  Sir  George  Frampton,  R.A. — in  memory  of 
' '  one  who  was  merciful,  but  to  whom  no  mercy 
was  shown  " — has  been  placed  in  a  ward  at 
the  Birkenhead  Borough  Hospital,  and'  un- 
veiled by  Major-General  O.  R.  A.  Julian, 
C.B.,  C.M.G.,  Director  of  Medical  Services, 
Western  Command,  Chester. 

The  Mayor,  Councillor  D.  R.  Rowlands, 
who  presided  at  the  ceremony,  spoke  of  Miss 
Cavell  as  one  who  symbolized  the  spirit  of 
British  womanhood,  and  whose  name  would, 
for  all  time,  be  associated  with  those  women 
who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of 
humanity. 


Lord  Mackenzie  presided  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  which 
was  held  recently  in  Edinburgh.  The  Chair- 
man, in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  all  the  community  realised  how  valuable 
was  the  work  the  Queen's  Nurses  had  done  in 
the  life  of  Scotland,  and  how  efficiently  they 
had  discharged  their  duties.  No  fewer  than 
160  Queen's  Nurses  had  served  their  country 
throughout  the  last  four  years,  abroad  and  in 
the  military  and  naval  hospitals  at  home,  and 
103  were  still  serving.  Fourteen  of  their 
nurses  had  received  war  honours,  and  two  had 
died  in  the  service  of  their  country.  That  was 
a  record  of  which  the  Institute  might  well  be 
proud.  And  not  only  had  they  carried  on  their 
great  work  in  connection  with  the  war,  but 
they  had  done  good  service  in  the  districts 
throughout  the  country,  in  the  busy  places 
which  teemed  with  people,  as  well  as  in  the 
remote  and  sparsely  populated  parts.  He  was 
certain,  too,  that  they  would  be  called  upon 
to  do  even  more  important  work  in  the  period 
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I  'Mustard  Gas' 


s 


Burns 

A   NEW  TREATMENT 

HAVING  REMARKABLE  RESULTS  IN  HOSPITALS. 


m  'Mustard  Gas*  Burns  should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Chlorcosane  Solution  of 

s  Dichloramine-T  5%.     Then  apply  to  the  burns  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin*  to  form  a 

p  wax  covering.    On  this  wax  covering  quickly  place  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  wool. 

M  Afterwards    cover   the   cotton  wool  with   more   melted   'No.    7   Paraffin,*  giving 

g  special  attention  to  the  edges  to  ensure  an  air-tight  dressing. 
M 

I  Relief  from  pain  is  assured  from  the  first  application 

M  of  this  treatment,   and  complete  recovery  is  effected 

1  more  quickly  than  by  any  other  treatment. 

s  'No.    7    Paraffin'   is    the    name    adopted    by  the    Army  Medical    Service    for   a 

M  preparation    containing    Beta    Naphthol,    Oleum    Eucalypti,     Paraffinum    MoUe, 

M  Paraffinum  Durum,  and  Oleum  Olivae.    The  word  '  BURNOL'  is  the  trade  mark 

s  for   a  standardised   preparation   of   'No.    7    Paraffin'    prepared   under   analyticeJ 

M  control  in  the  laboratories  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Company  Limited,  Nottingham. 

M  Chlorcosane  Solution  of  Dichloramine-T,  in  bottles, 

g  price  4/-  and  12/-,  post  paid. 

M  Special  Spray  for  the  purpose       ...         ...         ...      price  6/6  extra,  post  paid. 

s  Burnol  ('No.  7  Paraffin')  in  4oz.  cakes     ...     price  9/-  per  dozen,  post  paid. 

I  LARGE  STOCKS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 

I  ° 

I  BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  COMPANY  LIMITED 

i  Head  Offices:   Station  Street.  NOTTINGHAM.      ::      SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  Managing  Director. 

I  Ttlegrams:   DRUQ,  NOTTINGHAM. TeUphont:   3160  Nottingham. 
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of  reconstruction,  particularly  as  regards 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  which  were  most 
important  matters  at  a  time  like  this,  and 
would  be  so  in  the  future.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  when  the  demands  of  war  charities 
had  come  to  an  end,  the  claims  of  that  great 
Institute  would  reassert  themselves.  It  re- 
quired all  the  financial  aid  it  could  receive. 
The  Rev.  L.  Maclean  Watt,  in  seconding,  said 
when  one  thought  of  the  remote  districts  of  the 
country  and  the  remote  islands,  one  could  not 
help  remembering  what  the  advent  of  the 
skilled  and  cheerful  Jubilee  Nurse  meant  in 
cases  of  serious  illness.  The  work  of  the 
nurses  at  the  present  time  was  of  vital 
importance  when  every  child  was  a  jewel  that 
had  got  to  be  saved  for  the  future  of  the  nation, 
and  amongst  the  best  workers  for  the  citizen- 
ship of  the  future,  for  securing  a  clean,  healthy, 
straight  life,  and  giving  the  child  a  chance, 
was  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Nurse.*  Dr.  Lamond 
Lackie  supported  the  motion.  The  nursing 
professicin  was,  he  said,  the  noblest  on  earth, 
and  the  highest  branch  of  it  was  that  which 
devoted  itself  to  the  nursing  of  the  sick  poor 
as  that  Institute  did.     The  report  was  adopted. 


At  the  annual  Christmas  meeting  at  the 
Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  the  nursing 
staff  came  in  for  some  well-deserved  praise, 
and  it  was  announced  that  the  reduction  of 
working  hours  was  under  consideration,  and 
it  was  only  the  lack  of  bedroom  accommoda- 
tion that  had  prevented  the  managers  from 
increasing  the  number  of  nurses  and  thus 
reducing  the  working  hours.  It  was  necessary 
to  build  a  considerable  addition  to  the  Nurses' 
Home,  and  for  this  funds  were  urgently 
required.  The  question  of  pensions  for  nurses 
was  a  large  one  and  had  not  yet  been  gone 
into,  but  Mr.  Lawrence  Glen  and  Mrs.  Glen 
had  generously  given  the  sum  of  j^i,ooo'to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  to  be  invested,  the 
income  to  be  available  to  assist  nurses  who 
had  been  trained  in  the  Western  Infirmary  and 
were  no  longer  able  for  active  work. 

The  Countess  of  Eglinton  and  Winton  pre- 
sented the  following  prizes  to  the  nurses  as 
follows  : — March — First  prize  in  medical 
nursing,  Margaret  Main  Edwards ;  first  prize 
in  surgical  nursing,  Agnes  Leitch  Waddell. 
October — First  prize  in  medical  nursing, 
Margaret  Rainnie  MacGilvray ;  first  prize  in 
surgical  nursing,  Elizabeth  Neil.  The  Florence 
Nightingale  Western  Infirmary  prize — Agnes 
Leitch  Waddell.      

"  Dearest  People,"  writes  our  dear  Miss 
Dock,    from    the    United    States    of   America, 


"  Christmas  almost  here  and  the  war 
over  !  Can  you  realize  it?  Isn't  it  marvellous 
the  way  it  all  ended  so  suddenly  and' when 
Germany  still  had  a  huge  army  ! 

"  How  wonderful  to  think  we  have  seen  the 
downfall  of  the  Romanoffs,  Hapsburgs  and 
Hohenzollerns  !  That  to  me  is  worth  the  war, 
terrible  as  it  was.  Without  it,  the  Russians 
would  never  have  been  able  to  overthrow  their 
tyrants — nor  the  Germans  their  monstrous 
deities  embodied  in  the  persons  of  Wilhelm, 
Ludendorff  and  Hindenburg. 

"  I  had  to  make  a  little  dash  back  to  nursing 
during  the  Spanish  grippe,  as  everyone  did. 
I  worked  in  emergency  hospitals  for  nearly  a 
month  and  then  fell  ill  myself,  though  not 
seriously. 

"  I  was  deeply  distressed  to  read  of  Miss 
Hubrecht's  death.  She  was  one  of  the  purest 
and  finest  characters  in  our  circle — a  true  pro- 
gressive. She  wanted  to  write  a  '  History  of 
Nursing  '  in  Holland,  when  the  war  ended. 
Too  sad  her  work  is  cut  short. 

"  Miss  Isabel  Stewart  (Miss  Nutting's 
Assistant)  and  I  are  collaborating  on  a  '  Short 
History  of  Nursing  '  that  can  be  used  as  a  text- 
book in  training  school  work.  Miss  Stewart 
thinks  it  will  be  useful,  as  many  schools  are 
giving  Courses  in  History.  We  are  working  at 
it  now.  I  can  see  the  usefulness  it  may  have. 
I  am  immensely  interested  in  your  election  with 
the  women's  vote.  Next  week  we  are  making 
another  attempt  in  Washington  to  shame  our 
American  Prussians  !" 


American  women  have  worked  unceasingly 
ever  since  1848  for  Federal  enfranchisement. 
They  have  won  it  in  many  States.  Miss  Dock 
— like  many  of  our  best  women  on  this  side — 
has  been  in  prison  more  than  once  for  "shaming 
American  Prussians,"  who  are  some\\ihat 
indigenous  in  the  once  slave  States  down 
South. 

COMING  EVENTS. 

Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

January  nth. — Conference.  "To  consider  the 
urgent  need  for  properly-qua'ified  women  in  all 
Branches  of  Public  Health  Work."  Papers  by 
Miss  Wise  and  Miss  Alderman.  10,  Orchard 
Street,  W.     3  p.m. 

January  T6th/ — Lecture.  "  Lands  and  Peoples 
of  the  Lower  Danube."  By  James  Berry, 
Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical  Society  of  London,  11, 
Chandos  Street,  London,  W.,  2.45  p.m. 

January  iSth. — National  L^nion  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Meeting  of  London  Branch.  Members 
will  relate  their  war  experi^ences  on  the  different 
fronts.  Lantern  slides.  Non-members  invited. 
3,  Vere  Street,  3  p.m. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents.    , 

SHORT    CUTS     TO     THE     NURSING 
PROFESSION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  following  paragraph  ap- 
peared recently  in  the  Scotsman  in  an  article  on 
"The  Women's  Outlook."  It  is  so  significant  of 
the  determination  of  V.A.D.s  to  "  butt  in  "  without 
training  that  it  should  be  read  as  a  warning  by 
earnest  3-oung  women,  willing  to  be  thoroughly 
trained  in  hope  of  earning  a  living  by  nursing  : — 

The  Need  for   Nurses. 

Just  as  there  will  be  little  excuse  for  unemployment, 
if  adequate  organisation  is  set  in  motion,  so  there  will 
be.  little  need  to  let  hard-won  experience  fall  into  disuse. 
Many  V.A.D.s  are  wondering  what  will  become  of 
them  when  the  broken  men  they  have  tended  through 
four  years  of  war  have  become  fit  and  gone  out  into 
the  world  again.  There  is  always,  of  course,  a  demand 
for  nurses.  They  will  be  needed  for  a  long  time  to 
come  in  increasing  numbers,  and  many  V.A.D.s  will 
take  up  nursing  as  their  profession.  The  great  objection 
to  this,  of  course,  is  the  long  i)eriod  of  training.  Most 
hospitals,  being  charitable  institutions,  have  to  be  run 
as  cheaply  as  possible ;  and  the  nurses  start  their 
training  by  doing  work  \\'hich  ought  to  be  done  by 
domestic  servants.  Their  actual  nursing  experience 
comes  only  at  the  end  of  their  training  period.  A  much 
shorter  training  period  would  be  necessary  if  nurses 
were  only  required  to  do  nursing.  Another  opportunity 
for  women  who  have  been  connected  with  hospitals, 
and  who  object  to  this  additional  three  or  four  years' 
training,  is  in  social  service.  Mrs.  Leslie  Mackenzie, 
whose  child  welfare,  work  is  known  throughout  Scot- 
land, said  to  a  Scotsman  representative  that  a  V.-A.D., 
■  after  a  short  training  of  perhaps  six  months  in  a  hospital 
or  the  medical  department  of  a  ]X)orhouse,  where  she 
would  be  working  among  sick  children,  and  after  taking 
the  social  service  course  at  the  tiniversity,  would  prove 
a  thoroughly  comjietent  child  welfare  nurse.  When 
child  welfare  work  develops,  as  it  is  doing  rapidly  at 
present,  there  will  be  great  scope  for  women  in  this 
al!-imjx>rtant  branch  of  social  service. 

A  thoroughly  competent  "  welfare  nurse  "  can 
be  no  other  than  a  thoroughly  trained  nurse,  and 
it  will  be  a  scandal  if  this  highly  important 
national  work  is  to  be  given  to  V.A.D.s  with  six 
months'  experience.  • 

Yours  faithfully, 

Scottish  Welfare  Superintendent. 

[We  are  watching  this  movement  of  short  cuts 
to  the  Nursing  Profession.  How  about  "  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg^'?  Where  are  the  four 
ye<trs'  trainees  to  come  from,  if  outside  work  is 
gobbled  up  by  quick-change  artists?  It  is  time 
hospital  authorities  realised  this  important  little 
point.  Short  service  for  V.A.D.s  means  short 
service  for  the  general  probationer — that  is  a 
certainty. — Ed.] 


STATISTICS     REQUIRED. 

To  the  Editor  oj  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — .1  have  recently  heard  a  theory 
that  the  infants  belonging  to  men  who  have  been 
vaccinated  the  year  before  their  birth  often  do  not 
"  take  "  when  they  are  vaccinated  in  their  turn. 

I  should  be  glad  to  learn  if  this  theory  has  any 
reliable  foundation. 

Yours  faithfully. 

An  Enquirer. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Miss  1.  E.  Henderson  writes: — "I  have  been 
much  interested  in  the  account  given  in  this  week's 
Journal,  a'so  in  that  of  December  2ist,  of  the 
opening  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club  in  Glasgow. 
I  am  sure  old  "  Royal  "  Nurses  like  myself  will 
prize  the  picture  of  Mrs.  Strong  which  appeared. 
I  wonder  if  I  can  have  more  copies  to  send  to 
friends  at  a  distance  ?  .  .  .  I  enclose  £1  as  a 
small  contribution  towards  our  State  Registration 
Fund." 

Miss  Mary  Harvey  writes: — "  I  enclose  8s.  yd. 
my  penny  in  the  pound  for  191 8,  for  State  Regis- 
tration expenses.  Please  accept  my  best  wishes 
for  the  New  Year  and  sincerest  thanks  for  all  you 
are  doing  to  lift  up  our  protession." 

Sister  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  :— "  I  note  that  trained 
Matrons  and  Assistant  Matrons  in  Military  work 
are  still  being  awarded  2nd  Class  Red  Crosses 
along  with  the  V.A.D.s.  One  wonders  they  have 
not  the  self-respect  to  refuse  these  "  honours." 

Anti-Pati  onage  writes  "  1  note  that  Loid 
Cowdray,  the  millionaire,  has  given  /loo.ooo  for 
the  establishment  and  endowmentjof  a  Royal  Flying 
Corps  Club,  and  that  he  and  Lady  Cowdray  have 
put  down  ;^io,ooo  for  the  Elsie  Inglis  Memorial. 
No  begging  and  side-shows  for  these  Funds,  jtst 
dignified  gifts,  as  they  should  be,  from  those  who 
Owe  their  immeriSe  wealth  to  commercial  enter- 
prise. Bat  hpw  different  when  dealing  with  the 
'Nation's  Noblest  Women,'  for  w^hom  'widows' 
mites  '  and  gifts  to  sell  over  the  counter.  '  Vic- 
tory '  kick-ups  and  other  obnoxious  methods  are 
aU  the  time  in  full  Swing,  for  which  humi'iation 
there  is  absolutely  no  excuse,  as  these  people  weU 
know  how  self-respecting  workers  detest  being  so 
degraded.  I  for  one  have  written  our  good  King 
and  Queen  on  the  matter,  and  I  advise  others  to 
do  likewise —they  have  a  right  to  know  how  we 
feel  about  it." 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

January  18th. — State  what  you  know  of  intra- 
venous infusions  and  transfusions,  their  purpose, 
the  blood  substitutes  utilised,  and  the  manner  of 
their  application,  ?nd  the  dangers  to  be  guarded 
against. 

January  25th. — ^What  premonitory  symptoms 
would  cause  you  to  suspect  the  onset  of  ecla.mpsia  ? 
What  features  does  this  disease  present,  and  how 
would  you  deal  with  a  case  pending  the  arrival  of 
a  doctor  ? 
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OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE     SEVERE 

AN/EMIAS   OF    PREGNANCY    AND    THE 

POST-PARTUM     STATE. 

Sir  William  Os'er,  Ba^t.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Regius 
Professor  of  Medicine  at  Oxford,  has  contributed 
to  The  British  Medical  Journal  of  January  4th, 
a  most  interesting  article  on  the  above  subject. 
Professor  Os'er  says  that  "  thoss  whose  professional 
careers  coincide  with  its  modern  study  will 
remember  how  important  was  the  part  p'ayed  by 
these  conditions  in  severe  anaemia."  He  divides 
the  cases  into  four  groups  : — 

1.  Anaemia  frora  post-partum  haemorrhage. 

2.  The  severe  anaemia  of  pregnancy. 

3.  Post-partum  anaemia. 

4.  'the  acute  anaemia  of  post-partum  sepsis. 

Anaemia  from  Post-partum  Haemorrhage. 

Two  divisions  are  noted  under  this  head  : — 

"  (a)  The  bleeding  may  be  profuse  and  rapidly 
fataL  The  physician,  says  Sir  William  Osier, 
sees  fa'tal  haemorrhage  in  aneurysm,  in  typhoid 
fever,  in  peptic  ulcer,  and  in  ruptured  oesophageal 
varix,  none  of  which  conditions  present  the  tragedy 
of  the  post-partum  case.  Only  once  has  it  been  my 
misfortune  to  witness  this  peculiarly  pathetic 
accident.  Peace  and  quiet  reign  in  the  lying-in 
chamber  and  happiness  in  the  household,  for  all 
has  gone  well,  and  the  young  mother  is  just 
beginning  to  realise  the  joy  that  "  a  child  is  born 
into  the  world."  The  doctor  may  have  left,  feeling 
safe  and  satisfied.  The  attention  of  the  nurse  is 
attracted  by  a.  sudden  restlessness  of  her  patient, 
whose  face  shows  a.  beginning  pallor,  and  she  finds 
the  dressings  soaked  with  blood.  Very  soon  the 
symptoms  a.re  those  of  acute  anaemia — a  rapid 
jerky  pulse,  extreme  restlessness,  yawning,  sweat- 
ing, sighing  respiration,  increasing  pallor,  and 
with  muscular  twitchings,  convulsions,  or  a  sudden 
collapse  a^l  is  oyer.  This  was  what  I  saw  one 
afternoon,  called  hurriedly  to  the  house  of  a  neigh- 
bour— a  strong,  healthy  young  woman  in  articulo 
mortis,  after  a  normal  delivcrj/,  as  b'oodless  as  if 
the  carotids  had  been  cut.  No  wonder  that 
novelists  have  made  such  a,  tragedy  the  climax  of 
a  story. 

"'  {b)  The  AncBmia  Following  liepeated  Small 
Hcpmorrhages. — This  not  infrequently  follows  abor- 
tion, more  rarely  the  repeated  bleeding  after 
a  delivery  at  term." 

AxTE-r.\R'ii:M  An\-t:mi.\. 
Sir  William  Osier  points  out  that  the  blood  of  the 
pref^nant  wojnan  .  shows  in  the  early  months  a 
diminution  of  red  corpuscles,  a  low  haemog-lobin, 
and  a  slig-ht  leucocytosis.  A  slii^^ht  pallor  in  the 
early  nionths  is  common,  <and  is  often  associated 
with  the  morninor  vomitini;-  or  dyspepsia.  .This  so- 
called  chloro-an:emia  may  pass  on  to  a  g'rave  and 
fatal  form. 


THE    CENTRAL   MIDWIVES    BOARD. 


APPROVAL    OF    NEW    RULES. 

Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council, 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  (England)  have 
approved  draft  Rules  : — 

(i)  Requiring  a  midwife  to  notify  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  when  she  has  advised 
artificial  feeding. 

(2)  Regulating  the  payment  of  expenses 
incurred  by  members  in  respect  of  their  attendance 
at  meetings  of  the  Board. 

(3)  Deciding  the  conditions  under  which  mid- 
wives  may  be  suspended  from  practice  in  penal 
cases  by  (a)  the  Board,  (6)  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority. 

DATES    OF    ORDINARY    BOARD    MEETINGS 
FOR    1919. 

The  dates  of  the  ordinary  Board  meetings  for 
1 91 9  have  been  fixed  as  follows  : — 


January  23 
February  20 
March  20 
April  16 

May  22 


June  19 
July  24 
October  9 
November  20 
December  18 


PENAL    CASES. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  to  consider  penal  cases,  was  held  at  i, 
Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  Westmmster,  on 
Thursday,  December  19th,  Sir  Francis  Champneys 
presiding,  with  the  foUowina;  results  ; — 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  cancelled. — 
Saran  Anne  Wakefield  (No.  8135). 

Reports  asked  for  in  three  and  six  Months  from 
the  Local  Supervising  authority. — Beatrice  Har- 
riott Da Iton  Churchill,  L.O.S.  Cert.   (No    125). 

No  action.— Elizabeth  Lloyd,  C.M.B.  Cert.  (No. 
3692S). 

ABERDEEN     NURSES'    CLUB    AND 
MIDWIVES'    ASSOCIATION. 

On  Friday,  December  27th,  the  members  of 
the  above  held  a  most  enjoyable  social  evening 
in  the  West  End  Rooms. 

The  guests  numbering  about  100  were  welcomed 
by  Miss  Scott,  the  President  of  the  Association, 
and  after  tea  the  evening  passed  all  too  quick'y 
with  songs,  dancing  and  Scotch  readings. 

These  happy  social  evenings  are  bound  to  be 
of  great  he'p  to  a'l  the  members  by  drawing  them 
closer  to  each  other  in  friendly  intercourse,  and 
one  and  aU  were  unanimous  in  saying  it  was  the 
most  enjoyable  they  had  ever  spent. 

It  is  the  great  hope  of  the  President  and  the 
Committee  that  this  will  lead  to  many  others 
and  a  hearty  invitation  was  extended  to  aU  present 
to  the  usual  monthly  socials  held  in  the  Nurses' 
Club   Rooms. 
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HANDS    OFF    NUR5INQ    STANDARDS. 

When  Parliament  assembles  on  February 
4th  two  Bills  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Trained  Nurses  will  presumably  be  intro- 
duced into  the  House. of  Commons,  (i)  The 
Bill  drafted  by  the  Central  Committee  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  based  on 
the  Bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  1908, 
and  that  drafted  by  the  Council  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Limited.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  nurses  should  grasp  the  salient 
points  about  these  two  Bills,  and  be  able  to 
explain  them  to  those  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 

THE    CENTRAL     COMMITTEES     BILL. 

The  Central  Committee's  Bill  is  a  demo- 
cratic measure  giving  equality  of  opportunity 
to  all  nurses  in  regard  to  registration. 
It  is  supported  by  all  the  nationally  organ- 
ized self-governing  Societies  of  Nurses,  and 
the  British  Medical  Association  ;  and  in- 
cludes in  its  supporters  those  who  have 
studied  and  have  been  working  at  the 
question  for  over  thirty  years,  and  who 
secured  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  *'  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
Registration  of  Nurses,"  which  after  taking 
evidence  in  two  Sessions  (in  1904  and  1905) 
presented  a  unanimous  report  to  Parliament 
in  favour  of  this  reform. 

The  object  of  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill,  as  defined  in  its  title  is  "To  regulate 
the  qualifications  of  Trained  Nurses  and  to 
provide  for  their  Registration."  It  protects 
the  interests  of  nurses  in  practice  at  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  during  a  three  years' 
term  of  grace,  and  provides  for  one  portal, 
through  a  central  examination,  subsequently, 
for  admission  to  the  General  Register  of 
Women  Nurses,  securing  to  them  the  ex- 
clusive title   of  "  Registered  Nurse."     Sup- 


plementary Registers  of  Male  Nurses  and 
Mental  Nurses,  with  the  distinctive  titles 
of  "Registered  Male  Nurse  "  and  "  Regis- 
tered Mental  Nurse,"  for  the  information 
of  the  public,  are  also  provided  for. 

Careful  provision  is  made  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  organised  societies  of 
nurses  on  the  First  General  Nursing  C(Juncil, 
the  Council  which  will  frame  the  Rules 
to  which  the  Registered  Nurses  will  have  to 
conform. 

THE    BILL  OF  THE   COLLEGE  OF  NURSING, 
LTD. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  approved  by  the 
Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is 
"  To  provide  for  the  Training  and  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses."  It  gives  an  unfair 
preference  to  members  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  by  providing  for  their 
admission  to  the  State  Register  *'  without 
further  fee."  It  provides  that  the  College 
shall  be  administered  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  that  it  shall  be  entitled 
to  drop  the  word  "  Limited,"  and  that  its 
autocratic  "  Memorandum  and  Articles  of 
Association  shall  .  .  .  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect." 

It  ostensibly  provides  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Societies  associated  in  the 
Central  Committee  on  the  Provisional  (or 
first)  General  Nursing  Council,  but  restricts 
the  duties  of  this  Council  to  regulating  the 
constitution  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
and  eliminates  their  representatives  before 
the  rules  and  regulations  are  framed. 

It  provides  for  a  three  years'  term  of 
training  under  a  definite  curriculum,  but 
not  necessarily  in  *'  hospital  wards,"  and 
the  provision  is  invalidated  by  Clause  4  of 
the  Bill,  which  (in  addition  to  the  Male 
Nurses'  Register  and  Mental  Nurses' 
Register)  provides  th^t  "  The  General 
Nursing  Council  may  at  any  time,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Privy  Council,  institute  other 
Supplementary    Registers  to  include    nurses 
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trained  under  conditions  approved  by  the 
Council."  This  is  a  disingenuous  method 
of  registering  nurses  trained  in  special  hos- 
pitals, and  by  other  institutions,  and  of  depre- 
ciating the  benefit  conferred  upon  registered 
women  nurses  by  a  one-portal  system,  and 
of  opening  the  door  to  specialists,  and  pro- 
viding the  hospitals  and  training  associa- 
tions with  cheap  labour.  Hands  off  nursing 
standards. 

Nurses  should,  therefore,  invite  support 
for  the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  because  : — 

I. — It  provides  for  three  years'  hospital 
training,  and  a  one  portal  system  for  all 
nurses  as  a  condition  of  admission  to  the 
General  Register  of  Women  Nurses,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  period  of  grace. 

2. — It  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Gene'ral  Nursing  Council  under  which  all 
nurses  will  have  equal  rights,  no  unfair 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  associated 
with  any  particular:  body  or  society. 

3. — The  organized  societies  of  nurses 
will  be  represented  on  the  First  General 
Council  which  will  frame  the  rules  to  which 
the  registered  nurses  will  have  to  conform. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  NOTIFICATION. 

The  National  Council  for  Combating 
Venereal  Diseases  decided  at  a  recent  meeting 
at  Edinburgh  that  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe 
for  general  notification  of  these  diseases,  and 
that  no  desirable  end  would  be  obtainable 
by  such  a  policy  at  present.  They  consider, 
however,  that  some  machinery  should  be  pro- 
vided by  which  those  individuals  who  are  under 
treatment  for  venereal  disease,  and  are  in  an 
'infective  condition,  should  be  induced  to  con- 
tinue treatment  until  they  are  no  longer 
infective.  With  this  end  in  view,  the  Council 
have  asked  the  Lxx:al  Government  Boards  of 
both  England  and  Scotland  to  consider  the 
question,  and  have  suggested  that  some 
modified  form  of  notification  for  infective  cases 
who  will  not  continue  treatment  may  be 
profitably  initiated. 

Permission  has  now  been  given  to  the 
Council  to  arrange  addresses  by  accredited 
lecturers  in  munition  and  other  national 
factories.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  shortly 
be  extended  to  controlled  firms. 

We  stand  for  notification  and  making  it  a 
criminal  offenoe  for  one  person  to  infect 
another  with  venereal  disease.  Nothing  less 
can  stamp  it  out. 


INCONTINENCE  (OF   URINE)  AT  NIGHT 
IN  CHILDREN. 

This  complaint  is  very  trying  to  a  child  and 
a  cause  of  some  anxiety  to  its  parents ;  especi- 
ally is  this  so  if  living  in  a  cold  climate,  where 
the  chances  of  a  chill  from  the  child  being 
uncovered  is  fairly  great.  We  cannot  really 
call  wetting  of  the  bed  a  complaint  or  habit 
while  the  child  is  very  young,  but  it  is  under- 
stood to  becon^e  either  one  thing  or  the  other 
after  about  the  age  of  three  years,  and  should 
be  attended  to.  Of  course,  if  only  a  habit,  the 
child  can  be  trained  from  quite  young  to  get 
into  clean  ways.  This  ailment  is  generally 
found  in  children  of  a  nervous  temperament, 
though  they  may  be  quite  normal  by  day.  In 
some  children  incontinence  may  take  place  in 
the  daytime,  but  this  is  not  frequently  the 
case.     This  requires  much  cleanliness  and  care. 

Enuresis  or  incontinence  is  easier  to  cure  in 
boys  than  girls ;  the  reason  is  not  known. 

Causes. — There  are  various  causes  which 
help  towards  incontinence  in  the  young,  viz.  : 
Round  worms,  phimosis  in  boys  due  to  the 
regular  irritation  of  the  bladder,  stone  in  the 
bladder,  adenoids  (which  are  supposed  to  cause 
a  certain  amount  of  asphyxia)  may  give  rise 
to  it,  early  spinal  caries,  mental  deficiency 
(difficult  to  cure),  polypus  in  the  rectum,  acute 
illness  (incontinence  may  persist  as  a  habit 
after  recovery).  As  there  are  so  many  causes 
for  nocturnal  incontinence  in  children,  it  would 
be  very  hard  on  a  child  to  punish  it  for  what 
in  the  majority  of  cases  it  could  not  be  respon- 
sible for.  At  first  simple  methods  may  be 
employed  if  just  a  habit  is  suspected.  The 
quantity  of  fluid  given  before  the  child  retires 
to  bed  ought  to  be  limited.  The  child  should 
be  awakened  at  regular  hours  to  empty  the 
bladder,  and  if  possible  should  be  made  to 
sleep  on  a  hard  mattress.  Some  recommend 
that  a  reel  should  be  tied  at  the  side,  so  that 
when  the  child  moves  the  reel  awakens  it  and 
so  prevents  it  wetting  its  bed.  Sometimes  the 
foot  of  the  bed  is  raised,  and  is  supposed  to 
prevent  incontinence  by  lessening  pelvic  con- 
gestion. As  very  often  wetting  the  bed  is  not 
a  habit,  a  doctor's  advice  should  be  taken. 
He  frequently  prescribes  such  drugs  as 
strychnine,  belladonna,  cantharides,  ergot,  &c. 
Out  of  all  these  drugs  belladonna  has  proved 
to  be  the  most  serviceable.  If  the  child  is 
markedly  nervous,  bromides  do  much  good. 
I  have  known  a  case  where  a  very  healthy  child 
wet  the  bed  almost  regularly  at  night  till  about 
the  age  of  fourteen,  when  all  symptoms  dis- 
appeared. 

A.  M.  Burke. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


STATE  WHAT  YOU  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  CONVEYANCE 
OF  INFECTION  BY  INSECT  CARRIERS.  NAME 
THE  DISEASES  WHICH  MAY  BE  CAUSED  IN  THIS 
WAY,  AND  THE  INSECTS  RESPONSIBLE  IN  EACH 
CASE. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding^  the  prize  this 
week,  to  Miss  Catharine  Wright,  Dryden  Road, 
Bush  Hill  Park,  Enfield. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  conveyance  of  infection  by  "  insect 
carriers  ' '  has  been  proved  by  scientific  research 
to  be  a  very  serious  menace  to  the  national 
health  of  populations  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
more  especially  when  countries  and  people  are 
living  under  abnormal  conditions,  such  as  exist 
in  times  of  war,  or  famine,  when  hygienic  con- 
ditions are  difficult  to  maintain  for  all  classes. 
All  insects  breed  prolifically,  but  insects  which 
are  disease  carriers  infect,  by  direct  contact, 
human  beings,  food,  water  and  clothing,  the 
heat  of  summer  and  warm  humid  atmosphere 
of  autumn  being  very  conducive  to  their  per- 
sistent activities. 

Armies  on  active  service  may  be  most 
adversely  affected  by  these  minute  creatures, 
disease  and  epidemics  spreading  with  rapidity, 
often  resulting  in  a  high  mortality. 

In  civilian  life,  also,  epidemic  disease  may 
spread  with  fatal  results  to  communities, 
especially  in  crowded  and  over-populated  areas, 
or  under  insanitary  conditions  of  housing, 
drainage,  or  water  supply. 

The  most  common  insect  disease  carriers  are 
the  mosquito,  gnats,  midges,  flies,  lice,  fleas 
and  bugs,  and  the  parasitic  insect  of  scabies 
acarus. 

Mosquitoes,  gnats,  midges. — This  family, 
present  in  tropical  areas,  in  swampy  districts, 
with  profuse  vegetation,  attack  directly,  biting 
any  exposed  surface  of  skin,  leaving  an  open 
wound,  flying  to  the  next  victim,  and,  if  in- 
fected, conveying  infection,  which  may  develop 
into  trench  fever,  bubonic  plague,  malaria, 
typhus,  or  enteric  fever,  setting  up  a  condition 
of  sepsis  or  tuberculosis. 

These  diseases  may  occur  in  the  same  way  in 
England,  through  infected  insects,  with  very 
fatal  results. 

Flies  choose  for  their  environment  any  filth 
or  impurity,  swarming  persistently  around 
putrefying  matter  or  excreta,  conveying 
poisonous  germs,  and  leaving  their  larvaj  on 
every  conceivable  spot,  contaminating  food, 
water,  clothing.  These  pests  are  responsible 
for  a  high  mortality  in  infant  life,  causing 
"  summer  diarrhoea  "  of  an  epidemic  form, 
which  may  be  fatal  in  a  few  hours.     Trench 


fever,  plague,  typhoid,  diphtheria,  phthisis  and 
tuberculosis,  and  septic  conditions  invariably 
originate  from  this  source. 

Lice  attack  directly,  move  in  large  numbers, 
and  burrow  their  way  under  dressings  of 
wounds.  They  are  of  three  varieties — Lice 
capitas.  Lice  corporis.  Lice  pubis. 

They  hatch  their  eggs,  known  as  "nits," 
causing  extreme  discomfort,  as  they  feed  on  the 
vitality  of  "  man."  The  scratching. induced  by 
this  irritation  produces  a  skin  disease  of 
impetigo,  especially  amongst  children,  which 
is  highly  infectious,  the  scalp  often  being  most 
infected.  They  also  produce  the  disease  of 
anaemia,  and  where  armies  are  congregated, 
typhus  in  its  virulent  form  may  take  an 
epidemic  form,  resulting  in  a  high  mortality. 
They  can  similarly  affect  civilian  life.  Trench 
fever  and  septic  conditions  may  supervene. 

Fleas  and  hugs,  wingless  insects,  may  pro- 
duce impetigo,  eczema,  and  sepsis  or  anaemia. 
Bugs  inhabit  furniture  and  wooden  frames  of 
beds,  and  may  induce  septic  conditions  in 
patients  who  are  bedridden. 

Scabies. — Infection  conveyed  by  the  acarus, 
producing  itch,  a  highly  infectious  disease 
amongst  all  classes  of  all  ages.  Incessant 
irritation  is  set  up,  especially  at  night.  Pus- 
tules may  form  and  become  septic.  The 
diseases  of  impetigo,  eczema,  and  anaemia  may 
result,  causing  a  lowered  power  of  resistance 
to  secondary  diseases. 

HONOURABLH    MENTION, 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  W.  M.  Appleton,  Miss  M. 
James,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  J.  Findlay. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT    WEEK 

State  what  you  know  of  intravenous 
infusions  and  transfusions,  their  purpose,  the 
blood  substitutes  utilised,  and  the  manner  of 
their  application,  and  the  dangers  to  be  guarded 
against. 

— »  *  ■ 

THE  PASSING  BELL. 

We  much  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Sister 
Eveline  M.  Hodgson,  of  York,  whose  death  from 
malaria  in  a  military  hospital  at  Salonika  is 
notified.  She  volunteered  for  active  service 
soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  for  four 
years  and  four  months  was  engaged  in  looking 
after  our  wounded  soMiers  in  various  theatres  of 
war,  and  a'so  at  home.  After  serving  for  some 
time  in  hospital  ships  which  brought  back  to 
this  country  men  wounded  at  GaUipoli,  she  was 
attached  to  a  military  hospital  at  Cosham,  near 
Portsmouth,  until  the  spring  of  last  year,  when 
she  went  out  as  a  volunteer  to  Salonika.  Sister 
Hodgson  is  deeply  mourned  by  colleagues,  patients 
and  friends. 
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HONOURS    FOR   NURSES. 


FOR    SERVICE    IN    EQYPT. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Egypt  : — 

THE     ROYAL    RED    CROSS. 

Second  Class. 
Miss  J.  Bell,  Sister,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  L.  Bennett, 
Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  Bishop,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  Brown,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G.  H.  Burns,  Sister,  Aust. 
A.N.S.  ;  Miss  R.  T.  Cameron,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  E.  Cheetham,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ; 
Miss  M.  Clayden,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  B. 
Cofley,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Coombes, 
Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  S.  A.  Cowell,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  K.  M.  Duckworth,  Nurse, 
V.A.D.;  Miss  M.  Fleming,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.; 
Miss  L.  Fox,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  Jackson, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L.  Lamonby,  Nurse, 
V.A.D.  ;  Miss  A.  L.  Lee,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
J.  T.  Leechman,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  Mont- 
ford,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  E.  L.  Moseley,  Nurse, 
V.A.D.  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Nicholson,  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  Scanlan,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  W.  M. 
Scott,  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  D.  Simson,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  A.  Wardlaw,  Matron, 
Egyptian  Government  Hospl.,  Alexandria;  Miss  A. 
Weir,  Sister,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  C.  Witherington,  Asst. 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Woods,  Head 
Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S. 

FOR    SERVICE    IN    SALONIKA. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Salonika  : — 

THE    ROYAL    RED    CROSS. 

Second  Class. 
Miss  P.  L.  M.  Batley,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss 
J.  M.  Baxter,  Sister,  A.A.N. S.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Bennett, 
Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  G.  M.  Bowes,  Nurse, 
V.A.D.,  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  F.  B.  Bussell,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  B.  M.  Chadwick,  Staff  Nurse, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  Divine,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  N.  T. 
DoDD,  Nurse,  V.A.D.,  S.J.A.B.  ;  Miss  E.  H.  Draper, 
Sister,  A.A.N. S.  ;  Miss  A.  J.  Eves,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L.  J.  Fogarty,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  H.  M.  Gerrard,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ; 
Miss  E.  M.  A.  GiDDiNGS,  Sister,  A. A.N.S.  ;  Miss  S. 
Haig,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Hartley, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L.  R.  Henderson,  Staff 
Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  F.  Jackson,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G.  W.  Jarr2TT,  Staff  Nurse, 
A. A.N.S.  ;  Miss  D.  A.  Ladbrook,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  H.  P.  Lauder,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  R.  McC. 
MacMorland,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  R. 
McMillan,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Meade,  Staff 
Nurse,  A. A.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  V.  Mears,  Sister,  A. A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  N.  Molson,  Supt.,  V.A.D.,  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  M. 
Moody,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  C.  A.  Nekrews,  Staff 
Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  E.  B.  Philps,  Staff 
Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  G.  Pugh,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  H.  M.  Ripper,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  N. 
Roberts,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L.  J.  Ruther- 
ford, Staff  Nurse,  A. A.N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  D.  Scott,  Sister, 


Q..\.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss'  T.  F.  Sephton,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  E.  J.  Souter,  Sister,-A.A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  A.  Stones,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  D.  E. 
Taylor,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  Thom- 
son, Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  A.  Walker,  Staff 
Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  S.  E.  B.  Watkins,  Sister, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  E.  West,  Staff  Nurse,  A.A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  F.  Young,  Sister,  A.A.N.S. 


Out  of  the  six  New  Year  awards  granted  by  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  to  members  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Nursing  Service,  two  fall  to  Miss  Swift  and  Miss 
Hunt,  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Liverpool  Royal 
Infirmary,  who  went  out  from  that  institution  on 
August  5th,    1914. 


MENTIONED    IN     DESPATCHES. 

From  Italy. 
Amongst  these  mentioned  in  despatches  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  from  General 
F.  R.  Earl  of  Cavan,  K.P.,  K.C.B.,  M.V.O., 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Force  in 
Italy,  are  the  following  members  of  Nursing 
Services  : — 

Queen   Alex\ndra's   Imperial   Military    Nursing 
Service. 
James,  Sister-in-Charge  Miss  L.  E.,M.M.  ;   Stccnson, 
Matron  Miss  M.,  R.R.C.  ;    Tavlor,    Prin.  Matron  Miss 
D.  M.,  R.R.C.  ;    Willes,  Matron  .Miss  A.,  R.R.C. 

Queen   Al)-.xandra's   Imperial   Military   Nursing 
Service  RiiSERVE. 
Lowe,    S.- Nurse   Miss   E.  ;  •    Marr,    Sister   Miss   L.; 
Strangman,  Sister  Miss  N.  G. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. 
Charle.sworth,  Sister  Miss  A.  ;    Ray,  Sister  Miss  E. 

Altstralian  Army  Nursing  Service. 
Davidson,  Matron  Miss  E.  S.,  R.R.C. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 
Adam,   Miss  C.   S.  ;    Whyte,   Nurse  Miss  R.   S.   S.. 
St.  John  Arab.  Bdc. 

ORDER     OF    THE     BRITISH     EMPIRE. 

(Civil  Division.) 
Dame  Grand  Cross. 
Swift,    Miss    Sarah    .\nn,    R.R.C,    Matron-in-Chief, 
British  Red  Cross  Society  and  Order  of  St.   John  ol 
Jerusalem  in  England. 

Dame  Commander. 
Crowdy,    Miss    Rachel  Eleanor,    R.R.C,    Principal 
Commandant,  V.A.D. 's  in  France. 

Members. 

Byles,  Miss  Emma  Mary,  late  Matron,  Lambeth 
Infirmarv. 

Dowbiggin,  Miss  Annie,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Edmonton 
Military  Hcspital. 

Edgar,  Miss  AUce,  Matron,  Ramsgate  General 
Hospital  and  Seamen's  Infirmary. 

Reeve,  Miss  Georgina  Ruth,  Matron,  Curative 
Hospital,   Lord  Roberts  Memorial  Workshops. 

Rhodes,  Mrs.  Caroline  Maud,  Matron,  Woodclyfle 
Auxiliary   Hospital,   Wargrave,    Berkshire. 

Stokes,  Miss  Madel  Louise,  Matron,  No.  2  Anglo- 
Belgian  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Calais. 
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CANADA'S  GOLGOTHA. 


The  original  of  the  illustration  on  this  page  is 
a  bronze  piece  by  .Captain  F.  Derwent  Wood, 
A.R.A.,  now  on  view  at  the  Exhibition  of  Canadian 


fight  the  forces  of  autocracy,  brutality  and  greed 
have  felt  to  the  utmost  the  weight  of  the  tyranny 
which  two  thousand  years  ago  culminated  in  the 
Cross  on  Calvary,  and  which  to-day,  as  then, 
crucifies  those  who  dare  to  stand  for  freedom  and 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  oppressed. 


CANADA'S    QOLQOTHA. 
By  Captain  F.  Derwent  Wood,   A.R.A. 


War  Memorial  Paintings  at  the  Royal  Academy, 
and  one  which  arrests  and  rivets  attention  by  its 
pa.thos.  "  The  disciple  is  not  above  his  Master," 
and  in  the  world's  war  for  freedom  those  who 


We  hope  that  Canada  will  enshrine  this  group 
in  a  prominent  position  in  one  of  its  national 
museums.  However  painful  it  may  be — and  it 
is  inexpressibly  painful — it  will  keep  before  the 
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memory  of  Canadians  the  va'our  of  the  Dominion's 
soldiers  and  the  malignity  of  its  foes  in  the  world's 
great  war  for  the  liberty  of  humanity. 

The  crucifixion  of  a  Canadian  soldier  by  the 
Germans  was  the  subject  of  an  article  which 
appeared  in  a  Canadian  newspaper,  the  story 
which  it  related  having  been  told  to  a  wounded 
New  Zealander  serving  with  the  British  Red 
Cross  by  Capt.  R.  A.  S.  Allen,  of  the  Fifth  Canadian 
Battalion,  who  came  from  Vancouver,  and  who 
died  in  his  arms.  Allen  declared  that  he  and  a 
medical  ofacer,  a  major  and  others,  signed  a  sworn 
statement  attesting  the  truth  of  a  detailed  record 
of  the  crucifixion.  A  Canadian  sergeant  was 
tied  up  by  the  arms  and  legs  to  a  tree  and  pierced 
sixty  times  by  German  bayonets. 

The  wounded  Canadians  believed  that  the 
Germans  were  particularly  vindictive  to  them 
because  they  were  so  furious  at  their  coming  to 
the  help  of  the  mother  country.  The  Paris 
correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post  records  that 
of&cers  of  the  Dublin  Fusiliers  came  across  the 
body  of  a  Canadian  soldier  nailed  to  a  door  with 
hands  and  feet  pierced  with  bayonets.  The  body 
was  riddled  with  bullets. 

We  are  indebted  to  Captain  Hale  White,  of 
the  Canadian  War  Records  Office,  for  permission 
to  publish  this  picture,  and  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  editor  of  the  Graphic  for  the  loan  of  the  block. 

Every   nurse  should    visit    the    Exhibition   of 
Canadian    War   Memorial  Paintings.     The    hero 
depicted  was  crucifie  :  for  us. 
I  •  ■ 

THE    NURSING    SERVICES. 


Priority  of  Release. 

In  consultation  with  the  Admiralty  and  the  War 
OflBice,  the  Minister  of  Labour  has  appointed  a 
committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the 
naval  and  military  authorities, and  of  the  hospitals 
and  other  civilian  bodies  employing  nurses,  to 
consider  applications  for  and  to  advise  in  questions 
of  priority  of  release  for  members  of  the  nursing 
services. 

The  following  official  instruction  sets  out  the 
procedure  to  be  followed.  It  does  not  apply  to 
private  proprietary  establishments  other  than 
those  receiving  special  patients  on  behalf  of  a 
Government   Department. 

Civil  Hospitals  and  other  Civilian 
Bodies  and  Associations. 
The  authorities  of  civil  hospitals  and  other 
institutions  who  are  desirous  of  securing  priority 
of  release  for  nurses  formerly  in  their  employment, 
of  whose  services  they  are  now  in  urgent  need, 
should  communicate  with  tht  Nurses'  Demo- 
bilization and  Resettlement  Committee,  Ministry 
of  Labour,  using  a  special  form  (E.D.  406A),  which 
can  be  obtained  from,  and  will  be  returnable, 
free  of  postage,  to  the  Secretary,  Nurses'  Demo- 
bilization and  Resettlement  Committee,  Ministry 
of  Labour,  16,  Curzon  Street,  Mayfair,  London, 
W.  I. 


Members  of  the  Nursing  Services. 

All  members  of  the  nursing  services  will  be 
provided  by  their  immediate  superior  ofl&cer  with 
a  Civil  Employment  Form  (A.F.Z.  27A  Nurses), 
on  which,  if  they  desire  civil  employment,  they 
may  state  {a)  their  full  qualifications  ;  (6)  whether 
an  employing  authority  .has  promised  them  work  ; 
(c)  whether  they  wish' their  names  to  be  submitted 
to  a  particular  employing  authority  ;  and  {d)  any 
other  information  as  to  their  intentions. 

These  forms  when  filled  up  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  Committee  free  from  postage.  There  these 
forms  will  meet  those  filled  up  by  the  employing 
authorities.  The  employing  authority  will  be 
communicated  with,  if  Form  E.D.  406A  has 
not  been  received  for  the  nurse  in  question. 

Subject  to  naval  and  military  considerations, 
such  nurses  will  receive  priority  of  release  before 
general  demobilization  begins.  It  will  not  be 
possible  to  give  information  as  to  the  date  of 
release  of  individual  nurses. 

The  actual  date  of  demobilization  for  nurses 
marked  for  priority  of  release  will  depend  on  naval 
and  military  requirements.  Domestic  ties,  the 
demands  from  civil  authorities,  length  of  service, 
age   and  health   will   receive   consideration. 

The  above,  regulations  apply  to — 

1.  Members  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Royal  Naval 
Nursing  Service  Reserve,  V.A.D.  nursing  members, 
and  special  naval  probationers  attached. 

2.  Members  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Service  Reserve,  assistant  nurses,  voluntary 
aid  detachment  nursing  members,  and  special  military 
probationers  attached. 

3.  Members  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service, 
assistant  nurses,  voluntary'  aid  detachment  nursing 
members,  and  special  military  probationers  attached. 

4.  Nurses  serving  under  the  Joint  War  Committee  o  f 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  Order  of  St.  John 
(Miss  Swift,  Matron-in-chief)  in  auxiliary  hospitals. 

5.  Nursing  V.A.D.  members  serving  under  the  Joint 
V.A.D.  Committee  and  Joint  War  Committee,  in 
auxiliary  and  other  hospitals,  a:nd  special  military 
probationers,  who  desire  to  train  for  the  nursing, 
profession. 

The  above  regulations  do  not  apply  to — 

Officials  and  members  of  the  general  service,  V.A.D. 
section,  or  to  those  nursing  V.A.D.  members  and 
special  military  probationers  who  do  not  wish  to 
train  for  the  nursing  profession.  For  those  two  classes 
separate  instructions  will  be  issued  later. 


SOME     WINDFALLS. 

The  Paddington  Green  Hospital  for  Children 
has  benefited  to  the  extent  of  over  ;^25,ooo  by 
the  death,  which  has  occurred  at  the  age  of  89, 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Lee  Thomas,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.M.E. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
London  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  shows  that  the 
receipts  for  the  year  1918  are  ;^37,622  13s.  3d., 
as  compared  with  ^33,440  9s.  2d.  in  1917-  The 
increase  is  /5,4O0. 
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V.A.D.'s    AND    THE    NURSING 
PROFESSION. 


We  wrote  to  a  few  Commandants  we  know  ana 
invited  their  opinion  gathered  from  personal 
experience,  of  whether  or  not  V.A.D.s  in  their 
hospitals  seriously  contemplated  being  trained 
as  professional  nurses,  and  quote  from  the  inter- 
esting replies  of  one  of  them.     She  writes  : —  •! 

"  There  are  twelve  V.A.D.s  here,  and  having 
heard  recently  from  head.quarters  that  help  was 
forthcoming  for  those  who  intend  earning  a  living, 
I.  put  the  matter  of  choice  of  future  work  before 
them.  Six  do  not  intend  (nor  have  they  any 
need)  to  enter  the  labour  market,  but  the  other 
six  mean  to  do  so.  The  following  are  their 
replies  : — 

(i)  '  As  I  have  already  been  nursing  for  three 
years,  I  do  not  mean  to  give  up  another  three 
years  to  train  as  a  nurse.  The  doctors  seem  quite 
satisfied  with  me  here,  why  not  outside  ?  Then 
I  do  not  intend  to  slave  at  anything  as  trained 
nurses  do.  I  shall  do  private  nursing  from  home 
(we  know  lots  of  doctors)  and  take  theatre  sisters' 
holidays  or  travel  abroad  with  an  invalid.  I  know 
French.' 

(2)  '  I  do  not  intend  to  go  on  with  nursing, 
too  much  drudgery  and  too  little  pay  ;  we  educated 
women  must  leave  that  sort  of  work  to  the  people. 
I  intend  to  train  for  a  Welfare  Supervisor ;  six 
months'  training  and  the  prospect  of  earning 
;^40o  sounds  sensible.'     [Does  it  ? — Ed.] 

(3)  '  It  is  ridiculous  to  imagine  after  all  our 
training  during  the  war  any  woman  is  going  to 
do  general  servants'  work  in  a  hospital  for  any 
length  of  time  demanded.  We  V.A.D.s  have 
seen  the  type  of  women  the  system  produces ; 
splendid,  of  course,  but  with  no  more  moral 
courage  than  a  mouse.  I  hope  to  become  a 
medical  woman,  and  as  my  people  cannot  possibly 
find  the  cash  for  my  medical  education,  I  shall 
willingly  avail  myself  of  the  Scholarship  Scheme 
which  offers  to  pay  for  it.' 

(4)  '  Yes,  I  shall  train  as  a  nurse  for  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Nursing  Service  I  as  the 
War  Office  has  ear-marked  future  vacancies  for 
V.A.D.s  we  may  as  well  avail  ourselves  of  the 
privilege.  No  doubt,  the  Service  will  be  better 
paid  in  the  future.' 

(5)  '  I  am  going  to  te  a  woman  doctor,  a  nurse 
is  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  good  red  herring,  at 
everybody's  call.  The  Royal  Army  Medical 
Service  will  be  open  to  women  by  the  time  I  am 
through.' 

(6)  '  I  am  going  to  be  a  social  reformer,  and  if 
I  starve  I  am  going  to  pay  my  own  way.  I  have 
seen  so  much  of  which  I  inchgnantly  disapprove 
during  the  war  I  want  to  help  to  put  things 
straight  for  the  workers.  Can  you  recommend 
me  a  school  of  Political  Economics  ?  I  have  read 
all  the  works  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Webb. 
The  Red  Cross  is  essentially  snobbish  :  society 
patronage,  j^  government    by    right    of    birth    or 


money.  These  people  mean  well  but  their 
ignorance  enrages  me.' 

"  The  one  really  dear  girl,"  writes  the  Com- 
mandant ;  "  untiring  and  urselfish  ;  '  Tommy's 
Darling  '  the  men  called  her,  with  the  making 
of  an  ideal  nurse  in  her,  is  going  to  be  married, 
alas  !  " 

Why  "  alas "  ?  After  all,  wifehood  and 
motherhood  is  the  ideal  life  for  the  very  best 
women,  and  needed  for  the  future  generations  of 
our  people,  if  they  are  to  be  well  bred. 

What  strikes  us  in  these  opinions  is  the  poor 
estimation  in  which  so  many  V.A.D.'s  hold  nursing. 
This  is  the  result,  no  doubt,  of  the  depreciation 
of  its  status  under  lay ij Joint  War  Committee 
management  and  the  personnel  selected  by  them 
to  represent  our  professional  ideals.  AH  might 
have  been  so  different  under  the  inspiration  of  a 
real  leader,  t  Imagine  if  we  had  had  an  Isla 
Stewart,  or  an  Isabel  Robb,  or  an  Adelaide  Nutting 
at  the  War  Office  or  at  83,  Pall  Mall !  Nursing 
would  ^not  then  have  been  trampled  in  the  gutter 
and  splashed  on  to  the  hoardings  as  the  most 
pauperised  and  negligible  of  women's  work  in 
the  War.  It  will  take  us  years  to  regain  the 
prestige  of  our  profession,  built  up  by  the 
self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  duty  of  so  many 
great  women,  and  with  which,  for  the  past  four 
years,  Society  has  been  playing  battledore  and 
shuttlecock. 


CARE  OF  THE  WOUNDED. 


The  Queen,  through  the  Hon.  Lady  Lawley, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Queen  Mary  Needlework 
Guild,  has  informed  local  organisations  that  as 
with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  main  purpose 
of  the  Guild  will  have  disappeared.  Her  Majesty 
has  decided,  with  the  exception  of  the  orthopoedic 
branches,  to  close  the  Guild  on  January  31. 

After  stating  that  the  Queen  proposed  to  devote 
the  substantial  balance  at  her  command  to  a 
special  scheme,  associated  with  the  name  of  the 
Guild,  for  disabled  sailors  and  soldiers.  Lady 
Lawley  goes  on  to  say  : — "  Her  Majesty  is  very 
loth  to  say  good-bye  to  those  who  have  been 
connected  with  her  in  that  work  for  four  years, 
and  hopes  that  many  of  them  may  still  like  to 
work  with  her  in  this  scheme,  or  by  enrolling 
themselves  as  members  of  her  permanent  I/3ndon 
Needlework  Guild,  if  they  are  not  already  members 
of  their  own  guilds." 

We  commend  to  those  who  administer  other 
funds  for  the  sick  and  wounded  the  example  of  Her 
Majesty  in  devoting  the  balance  to  schemes  for  the 
disabled.  ..j 


The  good  work  done  by  Mrs.  Alfred  Paine, 
Hon.  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent,  and 
the  Bedford  Centre  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association,  48,  Harper  Street,  Bedford,  in  supply- 
ing soft  slippers  and  flannel  boots  for  the  wounded, 
has  gone  on  without  intermission  since  the  work- 
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room  opened  in  August,  191 4,  except  on  Sundays, 
Christmas  Days  and  Good  Fridays,  and  the  total 
number  of  slippers  and  boots  dispatched  has  been 
37,000  pairs;  10,347  during  the  past  year.  Latterly 
many  parce's  have  been  sent  to  officers  in  France 
for  the  billets,  as  the  men  are  now  permitted  to 
take  off  their  boots.  And,  withal,  there  is  a 
balance  in  hand  of  ^26  17s.  2d.,  for  the  receipts 
for  last  year  were  ;;^894  is.  gd.  and  the  expenditure 
;/;867  4S.  7d.  That  is  good  business,  and  a  balance 
sheet  of  which  the  Hon.  Treasurer  has  reason 
to  be  proud. 

Mrs.  Paine  has  kindly  offered  to  send  some  of 
these  comfortable  slippers  to  the  Artillery  Regi- 
ment, for  which  an  appeal  for  comforts  was  made 
in  this  Journal  last  week,  and  the  devastated 
districts  in  France  will  a' so,  we  hope,  receive  a 
supply.     So  the  good  work  goes  on. 

An  Army  Council  Instruction  announces  that 
it  has  been  decided  to  increase  the  grant-in-aid 
of  sanatorium  expenses  issuable  to  tuberculous 
officers  and  nurses,  in  whose  cases  the  disease  has 
been  aggravated  by  the  service  to  the  amount  of 
two-thirds  of  the  sanatorium  charges  ,not  exceeding 
£2  2S.  a  week,  such  increase  to  date  from  December 
13,  191 7.  Application  for  the  adjustments  of 
past  payments  should  be  made  by  the  officer  or 
nurse  concerned  to  the  paymaster  from  whom  the 
orignal  grant  was  received. 


Perthshire  Red  Cross  Society  has  made  a 
grant  of  £500  to  the  Serbian  Relief  Fund.  In 
reply  to  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  the  fund, 
proposing  to  found  a  hospital  in  Serbia  to  be 
called  "  The  Perthshire,"  the  Duchess  of  AthoU 
wrote  : — "  It  is  very  kind  of  your  committee  to 
think  of  calling  a  hospital  after  this  county.  I 
%m  sure  the  Red  Cross  executive  and  all  workers 
\or  the  Red  Cross  in  Perthshire  will  be  very 
pleased."  Miss  F.  E.  Latham  will  establish 
"  The  Perthshire  "  Hospital  in  Serbia  and  remain 
permanently  in  charge. 


The  Elsie  Inglis  Unit  of  the  Scottish  Women's 
Hospitals  has  once  more  gone  forward,  this  tinie 
in  the  wake  of  the  victorious  Serbian  arnny. 
Curiously  enough,  the  unit  is  within  a  few  hundred 
miles  of  its  Russian  campaign  with  the  Jugo- 
slavs in  the  Dobrudja  in  191 6,  but  it  has  reached 
its  present  position  coming  from  the  Macedonian 
front  via  the  Adriatic.  The  Serbians  have  placed 
a  large  building  at  the  disposal  of  the  unit  at 
Sarajevo,  where  there  are  large  numbers  of  sick 
soldiers  to  be  tended. 


As  a  memorial  to  the  fallen  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  a  new  wing  to  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital 
at  Newport,  Mon.,  where  further  accommodation 
is  urgently  required.  A  movement  is  a' so  on  foot 
in  the  western  valleys  of  Monmouthshire  for  the 
erection  of  a  fully  equipped  cottage  hospital  as  a 
war  memoria.1.  This  is  a  colliery  district,  and 
cases  of  accidents  in  mines  have  now  to  be  taken 
to  Newport,  a  distance  of  12  miles. 


CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  STATE 
REGISTRATION  OF  NURSES. 

The  following  correspondence  has  passed 
between  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses,  and  the  Association  for 
the  Promotion  of  the  Registration  of  Nurses  in 
Scotland  : — 

To   Miss  E.  Graham,  Joint   Hon.    Secretary, 
Association   for  the   Promotion   of   the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  in  Scotland. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i 

December  23rd,  1918. 
Dear  Madam, — At  the  Meeting  of  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
held  in  London  on  January  iSth,  1918,  the 
following  Resolution  was  carried  nem.  con.,  and, 
as  directed  by  the  Meeting,  a  copy  of  the  Resolu- 
tion was  sent  to  you  for  the  information  of  your 
Committtee. 

Resolution. 
"  That  any  Societ}'^  affiliated  to  the  Central  Com- 
mittee whose  delegates  hold  office  on  the  Council  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  be  invited  to  state  whether 
or  not  it  is  prepared  to  loyally  support  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill  agreed  upon  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, and,  in  the  event  of  a  reply  in  the  negative, 
such  Society  .be  notified  that,  according  to  the  Reso- 
lution under  which  the  Central  Committee  was  con- 
stituted, it  is  ineligible  for  affiliation." 

Resolution  under  which  the  Central  Committee  was 

constituted.  [January  25th,  19 10.) 
"  That  the  Societies  now  repre.'^ented  at  the  Con- 
ference do  formally  constitute  a  Central  Committee, 
composed  of  five  delegates  nominated  by  each  Society 
respectively,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  united  action 
in  regard  to  State  Registration  until  a  satisfactory 
•law  has  been  passed  by  Parliament." 

As  the  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
Registration  of  Nurses  in  Scotland  ha.s  two  dele- 
gates on  the  Central  Committee,  who  a'so  hold 
office  on  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
and  as  the  College  Council  has  refused  to  support 
the  parent  Bill  drafted  by  the  Central  Committee, 
we  must  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to  bring  this 
Resolution  before  your  Committee,  and  inform  us 
whether  it  intends  to  support  our  Bill  in  its 
entirety  or  not. 

Should  your  Committee  decide  that  it  is  unable 
to  do  so,  we  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  inform  us 
of  its  decision  on  this  point,  when  the  Resolution 
passed  on  January  i8th  (1918)  will  take  effect. 
The  Central  Committee  fee's  sure  you  will  realise 
that  it  is  impossible  any  longer  for  your  Associa- 
tion to  be  represented  both  on  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd. 
We  are, 

Dear  Madam, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  W.  Goodall, 

Hon.  Medical  Secretary. 
Ethel  G.  Fenwick, 

Hon.  Nurse  Secretary. 
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Glasgow, 

January  loth,   1919. 
To  THE  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary,  Central  Com- 
mittee  FOR   THE    State   Req^stration    of 
Nurses,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 
Dear  Madam, — At  a  Meeting  of  the  Association 
for  the  Promotion  of  the  Registration  of  Nurses 
in  Scotland,  hold  in  Edinburgh  on  January  9th, 
1919,  the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : — 

"  The  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Registration 
of  Nurses  in  Scotland  having  considered  its  relation  to 
the  Central  Committee  for  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
and  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  to  the  Bills 
which  each  of  these  bodies  is- promoting  for  presenta- 
tion to  Parliament,  and  having  determined,  after  full 
consideration,  in  fa\  our  of  the  Bill  drafted  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  does  now  withdraw  from  the 
Central  Committee,  and  will  use  every  effort  to  promote 
the  College  of  Nursing  Bill." 
Yours  truly, 

D.  J.  Mackintosh, 

Hon.  Secrelxry. 

It  remains  for  the  supporters  of  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill  to  place  the  differences 
between  the  two  Bills  clearly  before  Members 
of  Parliament  and  the  public,  and  to  invite  their 
protection  and  support  in  their  opposition  to  a 
form  of  legislation  promoted  by  their  em- 
ployers (the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.),  calcu- 
lated to  deprive  trained  nurses  of  economic 
independence,  and  well-defined  professional 
status.     See  page  ii  inside  Cover. 


THE  COLLEGE  OF  NURSING.  LTD. 


For  the  first  time  since  its  inception  three 
years  ago,  when  it  drafted  its  first  skeleton  of 
a  Nurses'  Registr2.tion  Bill,  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  has  called  an  open  meeting  to  disct;ss  the 
Bill,  which  is  to  be  heM  at  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street,  on  Thursday, 
January  23rd,  at  8  p.m.  The  Hon.  Arthur 
Stanley,  Chairman  of  the  College  Council  and 
Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas'  Hcspit?,', will  be  in  the 
chair,  and.  Miss  Musson,  R.R.C.,  Sir  Cooper 
Perry,  of  Guy's,  and  Professor  Glaister,of  Glasgow, 
will  be  the  speakers.  It  should  prove  a,n  occasion 
of  extreme  interest  to  the  Nursing  Profession, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the-t  free  discussion  will  not 
be  suppressed  as  it  w?.s  at  Liverpool. 


TRUE    TALES. 

Mother  to  Auntie  :    "  When  February  comes 
I  shall  begin  to  give  Joyce  Virol  again." 
Joyce  (delightedly)  :   "  Yum,  yum." 
Auntie  :  "  "Why  does  she  say  '  Yum,  yum  '  ?   " 
Mother  :  Oh,  because  she  likes  it  so  mm  h,  don't 
you,  darling  ?  " 

Joyce  :    "  Rather.     I  hope  February  will  come 
soon." 


THE    ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE 

PROMOTION    OF    THE    REGISTRATION 

OF  NURSES   IN   SCOTLAND. 


"SITTING     ON    THE    FENCE." 

A  tardy  and  long-overdue  step  was  taken  by  the 
"  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses  in  Scotland  "  at  a  meeting  held  in 
Edinburgh  on  January  9th,  when  Professor 
Glaister,  who  presided,  moved  that  the  Associa- 
tion now  withdraw  from  the  Central  Committee  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  and  support  the 
Bill  drafted  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  He 
thought  the  Association  should  no  longer  occupy  a 
position  which  was  indefirite  and.  inconclusive. 

Miss  Gill,  R.R.C,  who  seconded  the  motion, 
speaking  from  the  nurses'  point  of  view,  said  the 
College  of  Nursing  was  a  democratic  body  of 
nurses,  while  the  Central  Committee  was  comi  osed 
of  eight  different  societies,  some  of  which  did  not 
represent  nurses  at  a'l.  Large  numbers  of  nurses 
were  joining  the  College  every  week.  Its  objects 
were  to  organise  and  protect  themselves  and  get 
some  form  of  State  Registration. 

Sir  James  Agnew,  M.D.,  asked  what  was  to 
happen  to  the  Scottish  Association  now  that  they 
were  positively  dissociating  themselves  from  the 
Central  Committee.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Chairman  and  Miss  Gill. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Association  would  go  on 
as  before,  and  would  watch  the  interests  of  nursing 
until  their  object  was  achieved. 

Dr.  R.  M'Kenzie  Johnston  said  it  was  evident 
that  the  Association  had  been  sitting  on  the  fence 
for  a  considerable  time  in  regard  to  the  bodies  in 
London. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 


We  refer  our  readers  to  the  correspondence  in  the 
previous  columns. :  In  our  opinion,  the  position 
of  the  delegates  from  the  Association  under  discus- 
sion on  the  Central  Committee,  was  entirely  un- 
tenable. Having  accepted  ofi&ce  on  the  College 
Council  three  ye?.rs  ago,  they  should  have  at  once 
withdrawn  from  the  Central  Committee  without 
pressure  from  that  body.  The  position  of  the  Hon. 
ofi&cers  during  the  period  has  been  ?.nomalous  in 
the  extreme,  as  all  private  business  had  to  be  sent 
to  persons  officially  connected  with  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  from  the  first  entirely  out  of  sym- 
pa.thy  with  the  funda.mental  principles  incor- 
pora.ted  in  the  Central  Committee's  Bill — i.e.,  an 
independent  Governing  Body,  for  the  whole 
Nursing  Profession,  free  from  the  autocratic 
control  of  the  Nursing  Schoo's. 

Scottish  Nurses  who  have  joined  the  College  are 
at  present  absolutely  contr«  I'ed  by  a  nominated 
Scottish  Nursing  Board  composed  of  twenty-one 
Chairmen,  Medical  Superintendents  a.nd  Matrons, 
who  have  condescended  to  co-opt  seven,  nominated 
nurses  I  If  this  is  what  the  Scottish  Board  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  defines  as  a  democratic 
system — m?.y  we  invite  it  to  define  autocracy  ? 
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THE  NEED  FOR  PROPERLY  QUALIFIED 

WOMEN  IN  ALL  BRANCHES  OF  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  WORK. 

A  very  interesting  and  well-attended  Con- 
ference on  the  above  subject  was  held  at  the 
offices  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, 10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W.,  on 
Saturday,  January  nth.  Miss  K.  Atherton, 
Medallist  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and 
Educational  Organizer,  Hampstead  Council  of 
Social  Welfare,  was  in  the  Chair. 

In  her  introductory  remarks  Miss  Atherton 
defined  the  necessary  training  for  a  Public 
Health  Worker  as  three  or  four  years'  hospital 
training,  the  certificate  of  a  Central  Midwives 
Board,  and  a  recognized  certificate  in  health 
work.  Some  training  in  Sociology  was  also 
valuable.  There  was  still  much  room  for  educa- 
tion of  the  public  and  others.  Thus  in  a  film 
shown  in  Baby  Week  a  prize  baby  was  actually 
depicted  with  a  comforter  in  its  mouth,  and  a 
picture  in  the  Carnegie  reports,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  standard  works,  showed  each 
towel  touching  the  next. 

She  thought  that  all  present  would  be  agreed 
that  none  but  the  best  qualifications  were  good 
enough  for  work  of  this  kind. 

Miss  Atherton  then  called  on  Miss  Wise  to 
read  the  first  paper. 

TRAINING     FOR     INFANT     WELFARE     AND 
PUBLIC     HEALTH     WORK. 

Miss  Wise,  in  responding,  spoke  as  follows  : 
Before  I  read  my  Paper,  I  should  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  Miss  Macdona^d  for 
the  trouble  she  has  taken  in  arranging  this  meeting, 
and  making  it  possible  for  us  to  discuss  the  subject 
of  training  for  Infant  Welfare  Work  and  other 
branches  of  work  connected  with  Public  Health  ; 
but  I  earnestly  hope  that  discussion  is  to  be  only 
the  preliminary  to  strong  action,  for  grave  dangers 
lie  ahead,  and  I  feel  it  is  essential  if  the  work  is 
to  attain  its  end  of  preventing  disease  and  educat- 
ing the  community  in  the  laws  of  health,  that 
nurses  should  face  the  question  and  not  only 
ta^k  about  it,  but  see  that  a  scheme  is  put  on 
foot  for  maintaining  a  supply  of  workers  with 
qualifications  adequate  for  the  work  they  under- 
take. 

I  suppose  everybody  here  knows  how  haphazard 
has  been  the  method  for  years  past  of  filling  thi 
ranks  of  infant  welfare  workers  from  any  and 
sundry  who  happen  to  desire  a  change  of  occupa- 
tion, or  whose  professional  attainments  are,  like 
the  private  governess  of  old  time,  such,  that  they 
are  not  well  enough  educated  for  anything  else. 
There  are  the  people  who  consider  they  are  fitted 
for  the  work  because  they  are,  as  they  express 
it,  "  keen  on  babies."  There  is  the  midwife 
who,  tired  of  an  ill-paid  and  exacting  practice, 
thinks  she  might,  by  taking  up  infant  welfare 


work,  "  anyway,  get  her  nights  in  bed."  There 
is,  I  grieve  to  say  it,  the  nurse  who,  almost  worn 
out  with  years  of  arduous  toil,  imagines  this  form 
of  employment  might  be  a  sort  of  remunerative 
rest  cure. 

These  are  facts,  and  they  are  bad  enough  ; 
but  there  is  a  still  more  serious  condition  of  things 
threatened  than  the  rule  of  King  Log  which  has 
prevailed  for  so  long.  King  Stork  has  made  his 
appearance  in  the  field,  and  the  semi-demi- 
trained,  or  not  trained,  worker,  whose  enthusiasm 
and  patriotism  have  made  such  an  indelible 
mark  upon  the  public  notice,  is  to  be  rapidly 
prepared,  free  of  cost  to  herself,  for  the  highly 
skilled  and  very  technical  work  of  the  prevention 
of  disease  and  the  instruction  of  the  people  in 
the  laws  of  health  and  hygiene.  I  say  all  honour 
to  those  women  who,  in  the  hour  of  thtir  country's 
dire  peril,  were  ready,  even  though  in  many  cases 
it  was  with  the  readiness  of  sheer  ignorance,  to 
give  themselves  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  but 
while  honouring  them  let  us  not  forget  those 
others  who  gave  tim.e,  health,  professional  advance- 
ment in  the  same  cause,  fully  reaHsing,  but  never 
grudging  the  cost.  Why  should  not  they  be 
among  those  who  share  in  this — sha^  we  call  it — 
"  Reward  for  Meritorious  Service,"  and  have  the 
advantage  of  free  training  in  what  should  be  a 
branch  of  their  own  profession  ?  I,  for  one,  do 
not  think  the  community  at  large  would  suffer 
in  consequence  of  the  exchange. 

We  must  face  the  fact  that  there  are  large 
numbers  of  people  who  conscientiously  believe 
and  firmly  assert  that  those  whose  training  has 
been  in  the  caring  for  the  sick  are  not  the  best 
fitted  for  Public  Health  Work  !  I  do  not  know 
the  attitude  of  mind  of  these  good  people  with 
regard  to  other  Public  Health  Officers — whether 
they  think  that  an  architect,  for  instance,  would 
be  better  fitted  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  than  a  man  or  woman  who  has 
spent  long  years  in  the  study  of  disease,  its 
prevention  and  cure  ;  or  whether  they  think  that 
a  woman  who  has  successfully  nursed  patients 
through  attacks  of  bronchitis  is  incapable  of 
learning  how  bronchitis  may  be  avoided. 

I  fear  it  is  inevitable  that  while  the  Government 
leaves  the  bulk  of  the  expense  of  infant  welfare 
work  to  voluntary  enterprise  a  large  proportion 
of  the  work  will  be  in  the  hands  of  voluntary 
workers  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  expected  that  these  who 
provide  the  sinews  of  war  will  be  content  with 
subordinate  and  unimportant  parts  of  the  work. 
This,  perhaps,  is  beside  the  subject  we  are  dis- 
cussing, so  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  it  now  ;  rather 
let  us  consider  the  V.A.D. — I  repeat,  let  us  render 
honour  to  her.  She  has  nursed  wounded  soldiers 
for  four  years  ;  but  has  this  given  her  knowledge 
of,  say,  marasmus  ?  She  has  tended  shell  shocked 
patients  ;  has  this  taught  her  how  to  advise  an 
overworked  and  irritable  mother,  so  that  her 
irritability  shall  not  react  upon  her  children  ? 
She  has,  maybe,  applied  bandages  with  marvellous 
correctness  ;  does  she,  therefore,  know  how  to 
safeguard  the  health  of  the  mother  so  that  she 
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may  bring  a  healthy  child  into  the  world  ?  Is 
there,  indeed,  any  guarantee  that  she  has  so 
much  as  learnt  the  self-discipline  that  the  training 
for  any  real  vocation  gives  ? 

My  contention — shall  I  say  our  contention  ? 
— is  that  the  trained  nurse  is  the  right  person 
for  this  work ;  but  even  her  training  is  not 
of  itself  su£acient.  I  would  suggest  that  a 
three  or  four  years'  training  in  hospital  or  infir- 
mary should  be  followed  by  a  course  in  preparation 
for  the  Health  Visitor's  Certificate,  or  that  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors'  Board,  with  some  training  in 
social  work  or  experience  in  district  nursing. 
The  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  is 
an  advantage,  but  to  my  mind  is  not  indispensable. 
The  infant  welfare  worker,  or  the  public  health 
servant  is  not  the  proper  person  to  deliver  the 
lying-in  woman,  and  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  mother  or  the  child  during  the  lying-in 
period.  The  mother  should  be  left  entirely  to  the 
care  of  her  best  friend — ^the  midwife  for  that 
sacred  ten  days.  The  fewer  visitors  she  sees, 
besides  her  own  people,  the  better  for  her  nervous 
stability  and  that  of  her  child. 

In  my  opinion  a  health  visitor  or  infant  welfare 
worker  should  be  over  thirty  years  of  age,  rather 
than  under.  She  is  much  more  likely  to  have 
weight  in  advising  the  mothers,  and  her  larger 
experience  of  life  will  help  her  to  know  how 
much  not  to  say  and  to  teach,  seeing  that  she  is 
for  the  most  part  dealing  with  people  whose 
capacity  for  absorbing  knowledge  has  been  dor- 
mant for  years,  or  has,  perhaps,  never  been 
awakened  at  all. 

Few  of  us  go  into  the  homes  of  the  poor 
without  realising  the  pent  up  floods  of  resentment 
that  are  boiling  and  surging  in  the  hearts  of  both 
men  and  women  who  have  been  subjected  to 
injudicious  and  impertinent  meddling. 

The  infant  welfare  worker  must  have 
a  trained  mind,  method,  tact ;  a  highly 
cultivated  power  of  observation,  a  balanced 
judgment.  The  V.A.D.  may  have  gained  some, 
or  even  all  of  these,  but  the  work  needs  a  wide 
knowledge  of  disease  and  the  power  to  detect  it ; 
and,  no  less  important,  the  knowledge  of  how  to 
deal  with  people  not  under  authority.  Soldiers, 
it  is  to  be  supposed,  are  under  discipline.  Mothers 
are  not.  Therefore,  we  nurses,  as  a  body,  must 
secure  the  recognition  that  the  training  required 
shall  comprise  : — 

Training  in  a  general  hospital,  including  special 
experience  with  children. 

Training  in  sanitary  science. 

Training  in  social  science,  or  experience  in  dis- 
trict-nursing. 

The  infant  welfare  worker  ought  to  be  a  blessing. 
We  must  see  to  it  that  she  is  not  a  curse. 

This  paper  was  received  with  warm  approval. 

A  PUBLIC  HEALTH    NURSING  SERVICE. 

The  next  paper  was  presented  by  Miss  Alderman, 
who  reminded  her  audience  that  Dr.  Saleeby  had 
said  that  the  chief  functions  of  a  Ministry   of 


Health  were  to  learn,  to  teach,  to  guard  and  to 
help.  Those  engaged  in  public  health  work  must 
realise  the  importance  of  giving  the  people  the 
right  kind  of  teaching ;  the  greatest  need  of 
Public  Health  was  for  competent  women  to  do  the 
teaching.  Symptoms  of  illness  must  be  observed, 
the  work  of  obtaining  treatment  organized,  and 
that  of  giving  help  in  case  of  necessity  co-ordinated . 
Preventive  work  covered  a  very  wide  fifld  and 
was  at  present  very  inadequately  done. 

The  chief  activities  of  Public  Health  Work  were  : 
(i)  Infant  Welfare,  Maternity,  Midwifery ;  (2) 
Tuberculosis  Work  ;    and   (3)  School  Work. 

The  three  years'  certificate  of  general  training 
being  laid  down  as  a  minimum,  preference  should 
be  given  (i)  to  those  holding  a  C.M.B.  certificate  ; 
experience  in  baby  feeding  ^v^as  a^so  essential ; 
and  for  a  position  involving  the  inspection  of  mid- 
wives,  the  Inspector  should  have  had  considerable 
experience   in    practical    district    midwifery. 

(2)  For  tuberculosis  work  additional  experience 
in  nursing  acute  cases  of  phthisis  or  district 
nursing,  or  private  nursing,  was  a  great  asset. 

(3)  For  school  work  additional  experience  in 
a  children's  hospital  or  fever  hospital  was  essential . 

Clerks  ought  to  be  provided  for  clerical  work. 

The  visiting  of  homes,  the  condition  of  adults 
and  children,  the  weighing  of  babies,  the  reporting 
of  symptoms,  were  essentially  the  work  of  nurses. 
We  had  no  right  to  send  incompetent,  partially 
trained  people  to  visit  our  poor,  or  our  working 
classes. 

The  Public  Health  Nuising  Service  ought  to 
have  proper  recognition  as  a  Government  Service, 
and  a  Board  should  be  appointed  lor  Selection 
and  Promotion  to  which  nurses  should  send  in 
their  applications,  and  appointment  by  local 
authorities  and  their  medical  officers  should  be 
abolished.  They  never  desired  this  duty  and 
it  had  been  thrust  upon  them. 

The  members  of  the  Service  should  have  proper 
recognition  as  Public  Health  Sisters,  with  salaries 
commencing  at  ;^20o  a  year  and  uniform  allow- 
ance, and  promotion  to  the  administrative  posts 
should  be  on  length  of  service  and  results  ob- 
tained. 

New  workers  might  begin  in  centres  with  a  large 
Public  Health  Department,  and  after  working 
some  years  in  an  industrial  area  they  should  be 
given  the  chance  of  a  change  of  work. 

In  England  there  were  quite  enough  training 
schools,  each  of  which  should  have  a  Department 
for  post-graduate  Public  Health  Training. 

DISCUSSION. 

The  question  is  a  very  live  one  at  the  present 
time,  owing  to  the  announcement  that  money 
subscribed  by  the  public  to  the  British  R^d  Cross 
Society  and  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wounded  is  to  be 
given  to  provide  scholarships  for  V.A.D. s  to  quaHfy 
(amongst  others)  after  a  short  training,  for  posts 
as  health  visitors  and  welfare  workers. 

A  lively  discussion  followed,  the  opinion  being 
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expressed  that  professional  standards  should  be 
set  by  professional  people,  and  that  unless  nurses 
were  firm  on  this  point  at  the  present  time  we 
should  not  have  any  nursing  profession  in  the 
future.  During  the  war  the  assumption  by 
amateurs  of  the  governing  classes  of  the  control 
of  nursing  affairs  outside  the  Regular  Nursing 
Services,  and  the  contempt  shown  for  paid  workers, 
had  been  quite  indefensible. 

LEAGUE   OF   TRAINED    NURSES    ENQAGED 
IN  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK. 

It  was  proposed,  seconded,  and  una.nimous]y 
resolved  that  "  a  League  be  now  formed  of  Trained 
Nurses  engaged  in  Fubli:  Health  work."  A  Sub- 
Committee  was  appointed  to  drawup  a  Constitution 
and  submit  it  to  a  future  meeting. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Conference  Miss  Isabel 
Macdonald,  the  Secretary  of  the  Corporation, 
whose  unceasing  and  vigilant  work  in  the  interests 
of  the  members  commands  their  gratitude  and 
esteem,  and  whose  unvarying  courtesy  and  kindness 
have  gained  theirwarm  personal  friendship, invited 
those  present  to  tea,  and.  the  discussion  continued 
less  formally,  but  quite  as  eagerly,  as  at  the 
Conference  proper. 

Public Hea'th  Nurses,  such  as  District  and  School 
and  Welfare  workers.  Inspectors,  Organisers,  &c., 
who  axe  trained  nurses,  interested  in  the  new 
League,  should  communicate  with  Miss  Isabel 
Macdonald,  at  10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 

"We  hope  other  informa-l  Conferences  between 
the  members  of  the  R.B.N.A.  will  be  held  in 
the  future,  as  they  are  productive  of  much  good. 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  CHARTERED  NURSES. 

The  Committee  of  "The  Society  of  Chartered 
Nurses  "  has  circularised  the  nurses  on  the  staff 
and  informed  them  that,  after  twenty-two  years' 
existence,  it  has  decided  to  dissolve  the  Society 
as  from  Lady  Day  next  (March  25th,  1919). 

Naturally,  this  information  has  come  a.s  a 
severe  blow  to  the  nurses,  especially  at  this  time 
of  demobilization,  when  thousands  of  trained 
nurses  will  be  released  from  military  service. 

It  will  be  well  to  make  it  plain  that  at  its 
inception,  when  certain  medical  members  and 
nurses,  with  the  Secretary,  Miss  Etta  Jackson, 
seceded  from  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  and, 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Society  of  Chartered 
Nurses,"  started  a  separate  organisation  of  private 
nurses,  that,  although  membership  of  the  R.B.N.A. 
was  obligatory  for  the  staff,  it  has  never  been 
under  the  official  control  of  the  Chartered  Corpora- 
tion, so  that  the  Association  is  not  in  any  way 
responsible  for  the  present  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  dissolve. 

We  are  informed  that  the  nurses  are  considering 
their  sad  situation.  They  are  informed  that 
they  have  no  claim  on  the  surplus  funds  and  that 
they  have  been  "  allocated "  how,  and  for 
whom  is  not  revealed.     Thus,  if  they  wished  to 


continue  in  their  present  offices  (which,  together 
with  the  Secretary's  apartments,  are  very  expen- 
sive), they  could  not  do  so  without  substantial 
capital.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  "  good- 
will "  of  the  business  built  up  by  their  work  is  an 
asset  of  which  they  can  make  use,  if  they  unite, 
and,  as  a  fundamental  principle,  elect  a  trained 
Superintendent  to  conduct  their  affairs  for  the 
future. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


A  meeting  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  January 
i8th,  at  the  College  of  Ambulance,  3,  Vere  Street, 
London,  W.,  at  3  p.m.,  when  several  members  of 
the  Union  will  give  an  account  of  their  nursing 
experiences  at  the  various  Fronts  during  the  War, 
Many  interesting  lantern  s'ides  will  be  shown. 
Miss  Marsters  will  preside,  and  there  will  be  no 
charge  for  admission.  Personal  experiences  of 
those  who  have  done  active  service  close  to  the 
firing  line  will  naturally  be  listened  to,  by  those 
whose  duties  have  kept  them  at  home,  with  very 
great  interest.  How  long  ago  it  seems  since  all 
and  sundry  rushed  off  to  the  Front,  whether  they 
were  qualified  or  not. 

NURSING    IN    WAR    TIME. 

An  interesting  lecture  with  lantern  slides  was 
given  by  Miss  J.  B.  N.  Paterson,  on  January  8th, 
at  8  p.m.,  in  the  drawing  room  of  the  Manchester 
Social  Club.  The  room  was  well  filled  with  both 
nurses  and  members  of  the  public,  who  all  showed 
keen  interest  in  Miss  Paterson's  slides  on  "  Nursing 
in  Wa.r  Time,"  and  a'so  in  her  remarks  after  the 
lecture  dealing  with  the  present  condition  of  the 
Nursing  Profession. 

She  pointed  out  the  benefits  of  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
nurses,  and  compared  the  two  Registration  Bi'Js 
at  present  before  Parliament  ;  laying  emphasis 
on  the  fact  that  an  opposition  Bill  promoted  by 
a  limited  liability  company,  which  claims  the 
right  to  remove  a  nurse's  name  from  its  voluntary 
register  without  power  of  appeal,  is  a  menace  to 
the  Nursing  Profession,  and  that  its  success 
would  be  a  poor  return  for  the  good  .work  already 
accomplished  by  nurses. 

Many  expressions  of  sympathy  with  our  cause 
were  2.fterwards  received  by  Miss  Paterson. 

The  Committee  of  the  Manchester  Branch  of 
the  N. U.T.N,  are  pleased  to  express  their  thanks 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Social  Club  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Debating  Society  te'onging  to 
the  Club  for  the  use  of  room  and  canteen. 


A  message  from  Nancy  says  Marshal  Foch  has 
handed  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  to 
Sister  Louise,  the  Superior  of  the  Sisters  of  the 
Hospital  at  Nancy,  and  congratulated  her  on 
the  services  rendered  by  her  under  the  most 
violent  bombardments. 
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SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB. 

205,    Bath  Street,   Glasgow, 

A  Meeting  of  Members  will  be  held  in  the  Club 
on  Friday,  January  17th,  1919,  at  2.30  p.m. 

1.  To  adopt  Constitution. 

2.  To  fill  up  vace.ncies  in  the  Interim  Committee 
of  Management. 

3.  To  decide  annual  subscription. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  to  Nurses  will 
be  given  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  January  17th, 
at  7.30  p.m.,  by  Professor  Munro-Kerr.  Subject : 
"  The  Expectant  Mother  and  the  Diseases  she  is 
prone  to." 

The  Secretary  reports  with  pleasure  that  quite 
a  number  of  American,  Canadian  and  Australian 
Nurses  have  already  been  welcomed  in  the  Club. 

APPoiNTMENTS. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Beckett  Street  Infirmary,  Leeds. — Miss  E£&e 
Brown  has  been  appointed  Second  Assistant 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  St.  Pan  eras 
Infirmary,  and  has  been  Night  Superintendent, 
Theatre  Sister,  and  Ward  Sister  at  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, Halifax.     She  is  a  certified  midwife, 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

Royal      Albert      Edward       Infirmary,     Wigan.  — 

Miss  Eva  Jackson  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister, 
She  was  trained  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hos- 
pital, where  she  has  held  the  position  of  Sister. 

Corsham  Hospital,  Kingswood,  Bristol.  —  Miss 
Mary  J.  Da  vies  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Cardiff  Union  Hospital,  and 
has  held  the  position  of  Night  Sister  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Walsall,  She  has  also  had  district 
nursing  experience  as  a  Queen's  Nurse. 
1  m  I 

FRENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Illingworth,  the  Director -General 
of  the  British  Committee  of  the  French  Red  Cross, 
of  which  the  F.F.N.C.  is  a  Department,  has  sent 
the  following  letter  to  the  Sisters  of  Ambulance 
16/21,  who  wore  recently  decorated  in  France 
with   the   Croix   de   Guerre. 

"  Dear  Miss , — On  behalf  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  French  Ambassador,  la  Vicomtesse  de 
la  Panouse,  and  every  member  of  this  Executive, 
I  write  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  distinction 
conferred  upon  you  by  the  French  Government 
by  the  bestowal  of  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  in  recog- 
nition of  your  excellent  services  with  Ambulance 
16/21. 

In  thanking  you  very  sincerely  for  the  part 
you  have  borne  in  this  great  Cause,  I  would 
convey  my  Committee's  best  wishes  for  long  life 
to  enjoy  the  honour  which  has  been  conferred 
upon  you." 

This  very  kind  letter  will  be  an  additional 
souvenir  of  service  with  the  French  Army,  which 
the  Sisters  have  been  privileged  to  perform, 
a  service  the  usefulness  of  which  has  been  so 
deeply  appreciated  by  their  patients,  the  for 
ever    heroic    Poilus. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


Lord  Ashton,  of  Ryelands,  Lancaster,  has 
forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the  Preston  and 
County  of  Lancaster  Queen  Victoria  Royal 
Infirmary  a  cheque  for  ;^2,ooo,  wiping  out  a 
deficit  on  maintenance  account.  He  also  sent 
a  handsome  annual  subscription. 

The  Nursing  Journal  of  India  publishes  the 
Prospectus  for  the  Training  of  Women  Health 
and  Maternity  Supervisors,  Delhi.  The 
Journal  reports  that  a  demand  for  such  workers 
has  already  arisen  in  India,  and  it  may  shortly 
become  a  very  urgent  one. 

Training  is  needed  (a)  for  Health  Super- 
visors ;  (b)  for  Maternity  Supervisors. 

The  duties  of  the  first  will  be  to  visit  the 
Zenanas,  especially  where  there  are  young 
infants,  and  instruct  the  women  by  all  means 
in  their  power  in  child  welfare  and  sanitation. 

The  duties  of  the  second  will  be  to  supervise 
and  improve  the  work  of  midwives  and  dais. 

The  course  of  training,  which  extends  over 
six  months,  will  commence  on  the  ist  of 
November  each  year.  During  the  first  month 
pupils  will  be  on  probation. 

A  qualifying  examination  will  be  held  at  the 
end  of  the  course,  and  successful  pupils  will 
receive  diplomas  as  trained  Health  and 
Maternity  Supervisors. 

Instruction  will  be  given  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Lectures  on  Physiology,  Hygiene  and 
Dornestic  Sanitation,  General  and  Tropical 
Sanitation,  General  Medicine,  Tropical  Medi- 
cine, Diseases  of  Children,  Infant  Welfare, 
Prematernity  work. 

(&)  Practical  Demonstrations  on  General 
Sanitation,  Domestic  Sanitation  and  Child- 
birth, First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing  (especially 
with  regard  to  children's  ailments). 

(c)  Lantern  lectures  and  talks  to  mothers. 

Each  candidate  must  be  over  21  years  of  age. 
She  must  have  passed  the  matriculation  school- 
leaving  certificate  or  other  equivalent  Standard, 
and  must  have  a  certificate  in  midwifery  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee.  Preference  will  be 
given  to  those  candidates  who  have  had  a  train- 
ing in  general  nursing. 

Each  candidate  must  be  well  acquainted  with 
English  and  with  at  least  one  vernacular. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  a  certificate  of  three 
years'  training  in  a  general  hospital  should  pre- 
cede this  special  course.  Surely  girls  of  2r 
with  six  months'  theoretical  instruction  sire 
totally  unqualified  to  "  supervise "  such  ex- 
tremely responsible  work,  where  the  lives  ot 
women  and  children  may  be  at  stake. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"THE  WANDERERS."* 

rit  is  sometime  since  Mary  Johnston  first  made 
her  bow  to  the  public.     Her  name  is  sufificient 
guarantee  of  the  quality  of  her  writings.     She  has 
given  the   world   twelve  boolcs  of  great  literary 
merit.     This,  her  latest  production,  is  a  work  of 
genius.     It  is  essentially  a  book  to  be  "  chewed 
and  digested  "  ;     it  cannot  be  "  swallowed  "  like 
a  story  book ;     it  is  not  what  is  known  as  light 
literature,  yet  neither  is  it  heavy  ;    it  is  arresting 
in  style.     The  theme  likewise  is  bound  to  make  a 
strong  appeal  to  readers  of  thoughtful  and  progres- 
sive  minds.     Not  less  attractive  is  the  form  it 
takes.     Each  of  the  nineteen  chapters  comprises 
a   story   complete    in   itself    and   illustrates   the 
gradual  evolution  of  the  human  race  in  the  realm 
of  thought  with  special  emphasis  on  the  equality 
of  the  sexes  and  the  status   of   women.     With  a 
suggestiveness  that   the  reader  cannot   miss  the 
first  chapter  is  devoted  to  a  description  of  the  ways 
and  antics  of  the  mother  monkey,   and  yet,   so 
cleverly    is    the    narrative    told,    that    the    word 
monkey  is  not  once  used. 

Each  chapter  deals  with  some  evolutionary 
advance  ;  we  watch  with  deep  interest  the  gradual 
growth  and  development  of  the  human  race, 
from  the  earliest  and  most  primitive  times. 
Thought  working  in  the  minds  of  imtaught  people. 
Reason  ajid  initiative  are  at  work.  Community 
life  begins.  Soon  it  is  found  that  in  order  to 
obtain  sufficient  food  for  the  family  in  difficult 
times,  the  men  must  dispossess  their  neighbours, 
rob  and  kill  them,  or  make  slaves  of  others.  The 
women  are  the  acknowledged  mistresses  of  the 
homes.  "  The  group  reckoned  descent  and  took 
name  from  the  side  of  the  mother."  Groups 
grow  into  tribes  and  populations  increase  in 
numbers  and  wealth.  Then,  having  tasted  of  the 
pleasures  of  authority,  became  jealous  of  the 
women,  whose  power  they  fear. 

"  Women,  the  makers  and  possessors  of  child- 
ren, the  original  devisers  of  houses  and  clothes 
and  such  things ;  the  earliest  lawgivers  and 
gatherers  of  people  into  societies,  were  yet,  through 
the  greater  range  of  matters,  the  authoritative 
sex.  They  were  the  mothers,  the  instinctively 
turned-to  even  after  childhood,  the  dimly  deified. 
But  men  were  powerful  encroachers,  and  they 
encroached."  The  status  of  women  is  thereby 
lowered,  and  the  long  and  persistent  subjugation 
of  women  throughout  the  world  begins  which  has 
lasted  down  to  our  time,  differing  only  in  degree 
in  some  countries  more  enlightened  than  others. 

In  Chapter  VIII,  the  scene  is  laid  in  Babylon, 
a  rival  of  Egypt  in  its  ancient  civilisation.  The 
uplifting  religion  of  this  enlightened  people, 
which  taught  them  self-control  and  self-respect, 
taught  also  respect  due  to  priestesses.  "  The 
priestesses  of  the  temple  taught,  judged,  divined, 
exorcised,  healed,  performed  works  of   scribe  and 

*  By  Mary  Johnston.     (London:   Constable.) 


notary  .  .  .  much  as  did  the  priests  and 
as  w3  1.  They  received  honour  as  did  the  priests. 
From  their  status  there  fell  a  fairly  broad  shaft  of 
warmth  of  light  upon  aU  women  of  their  land." 

To  point  a  contrast,  the  clever  authoress  trans- 
ports her  readers  to  ancient  Greece,  where,  in 
spite  of  enlightenment,  the  status  of  women  is 
low.  The  more  spirited  women  rebel.  Myrina 
says  to  the  Philosopher  who  can  give  no  answer  : — 
"  Why,  Myrrus,  when  the  sculptors  make  great 
form's  of  goddesses  who  are  women,  and  why, 
when  the  poets  write  with  so  great  beauty  ■  of 
goddesses  who  are  women,  and  \vhy,  when  all 
hearts  grant  to  those  who  are  surely  women, 
powers  and  attributes — why  do  the  Hellenes  rate 
women  so  low  ?  " 

The  writer  gives  her  readers  a  kind  of  mental 
panorama  ;  from  Greece  she  shows  them  India  and 
the  cruel  custom  of  ostracizing  the  young  widows  ; 
then  a  picture  of  Rome  is  given,  and  again  a 
spirited  woman  speaks  who  feels  her  fetters  and 
wants  to  break  them  : — 

"  There  is  much  cause  for  wonder  in  this 
world.  .  .  .  How  did  it  ever  come  that  men  have 
over  women  the  whole  power  of  law  and  State  ? 
I  have  read  that  Zeus  said  '  all  men  are  by  nature 
equal  '  '  He  said  so,  Valeria.  And  so  say  all  the 
Stoics  his  followers." 

"  And  women,  and  women,  Faustus  ?  " 
"  They  also,  Valeria."     Her  husband  Valeiian 
becomes  impatient.     "  I  value  peace,  let  us  stay 
there."     "  You  make  a  slavery  and  call  it  peace," 
she  retorts  scornfully.  -.. 

Then   the   writer  brings   us  back  to   our   ovn 
country  and  shows  us  a  picture  of  the  status  of 
women  at  the  time  of  the  Fourth  Crusade.     A  wife 
is  the  mere  slave  and  chattel  of  her  husband,  part 
of  his  fief  ;    she  has  no,  rights.     "  The  Baron   was 
Beatrix's  lord    and    husband  .  .  .  now  and  then 
he  thought  of  his  castle  and  fief  and  his  son.     His 
•wiie  was  there  to  keep  the  castle  and  to  care  for 
the  son  she  had  borne     He  loved  her  no  more 
than  another,  but  he  knew  that  castle  and  son 
would  get  from  her  right  watch  and  ward.     Tanne- 
quy  struck  his  hands  together.     "  I  am  weary  of 
the  unfreedom  of  women,"  he  said.     In  Chapter 
XVI T  we  are  shown  Germany  and  her  "  Kultur  !  " 
in  the  time  of  Martin  Luther.     The  characters  of 
old   Gabriel  Mayr  and  his   daughter   Thekla  are 
cleverly  drawn  ;  they  are  both  apostles  of  freedom, 
and  far  in  advance  of  their  time  : — "  I  remember," 
says  Mayr,  "  years  when  it  seemed  that  the  world 
began  to  say,  '  we  shall  not  get  there  (to  freedom) 
unless    we  move  faster  .  .   .  P"reedom  Is  a  great 
word.     .  .  Martin  Luther  has  burned  the   Pope's 
Bull.     Now  will  the  Pope  bid  the  Emperor  put 
him  under  ban  ?     Maybe  he  will  be  slain  as  a 
heretic  and  all  persecuted  v.ho  look  for  freedom.'  " 
Thekla  :    "  Dawn  for  women,  dawn  for  women 
.  .|.  men  have  stood  between  women  and  fulness 
of  knowledge,  and  action,  and  sharing." 

In  Chapter  XVIIT  the  readers  are  brought  once 
more  back  to  their  own  country  and  shown  the 
impassioned  Richard  Osmond  speaking  boldly  to 
the  multitude  about  freedom  which  they  do  not 
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I  'Mustard  Gas'  | 

Burns 

1  -  I 

I  A   NEW  TREATMENT 

I  HAVING  REMARKABLE  RESULTS  IN  HOSPITALS. 


'Mustard  Gas'  Burns  should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Chlorcosane  Solution  of 
Dichloramine-T  5%.  Then  apply  to  the  bums  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin'  to  form  a 
wax  covering.  On  this  wax  covering  quickly  place  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  wool. 
Afterwards  cover  the  cotton  wool  with  more  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin,'  giving 
special  attention  to  the  edges  to  ensure  an  air-tight  dressing. 

Relief  from  pain  is  assured  from  the  first  application 
of  this  treatment,  and  complete  recovery  is  effected 
more  quickly  than  by  any  other  treatment. 

'No.  7  Paraffin*  is  the  name  adopted  by  the  Army  Medical  Service  for  a 
preparation  containing  Beta  Naphthol,  Oleum  Eucalypti,  Paraffinum  MoUe, 
Paraffinum  Durum,  and  Oleum  Olivae.  The  word  '  BURNOL'  is  the  trade  mark 
for  a  standardised  preparation  of  'No.  7  Paraffin'  prepared  under  analytical 
control  in  the  laboratories  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Company  Limited,  Nottingham. 

Chlorcosane  Solution  of  Dichloramine-T,  in  bottles, 

price  4/-  and  12/-,  post  paid. 
Special  Spray  for  the  purpose       ...         ...         ...      price  6/6  extra,  post  paid. 

Burnol  (*No.  7  Paraffin*)  in  4oz.  cakes     ...     price  9/-  per  dozen,  post  paid. 

LARGE  STOCKS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 


mill 


BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  COMPANY  LIMITED     | 

Head  Offices:  Station  Street,  NOTTINGHAM.      ::      SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  Managing  Director.  | 

Telegrams:  DRUQ,  NOTTINGHAM. Telephone:   3160  Nottingham.  j 
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'Gridersfand  :— "  What  freedom  there  is,"  he  says, 
'"let  us  share  and  share  alike  .  .  .  let  it  be  for 

woirien    as    for    men  ...  let    it    run    healthily 

through  the  whole  body  I  "  For  these  unpopulp.r 
'Opinions  he  is  put  in  the  pillory  and  pelted  with 

sticks  and  stones.  The  last  chapter  of  this 
..r.emarkable  book  is  the  most  pathetic.  The 
iFrench   Revolution — ^the   Reign   of   Terror — ^year 

,,r,  Esperance  and  Jean  Merlin,  friends  of  little 
.children,  spoke  of  freedom  in  the  Jacobin  Club, 
,  the  freedom  of  men,  and  the  freedom  of  wortien. 
,.,Accused  of  plots  and  of  succouring  foes,  they  were 
^thrown  into  prison  with  other  innocent  people. 
-While  awaiting  their  turn  for  the  guillotine  the 
■  people  in  the  prison  "  talked  of  freedom ;  it 
-Seemed  it  was  the  unimprisonable  thing  " 
^.;  Jt  will  repay  anyone  who  is  in  any  sense  a 
.ikinker  to  read  this  wonderful  book,  which  seems 
j^SjO  applicable  to  the  present  time,  when  the  whole 
.;,world  is  striving  for  freedom.  -g    j^ 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

January    lyth.- — Scottish    Nurses'    Association. 

.Meeting  of  Membois.     2.30  p.m.     Lecture,  "  The 

.Expectant  Mother  a,nd  the  Disea.ses  She  is  prone 
to."       By     Professor    Munro-Kerr.       7.30     p.m. 

-Scottish  Nurses' Club,  205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow. 

.'  January  iSth. — National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Meeting  of  London  Branch.  Members 
will  relate  their  war  exi>eri€nc€s  on  the  different 
fronts.  Lantern  slides.  Non-members  invited. 
3,  Vere  Street,  3  p.m. 

January  2^rd. — College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Meet- 
ing to  explain  its  Nurses'  Registration  Bill.  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street,  London, 
W.     8  p.m. 

January  24^/1.— Matrons'  Council.  Annual 
Meeting  and  Reception,  Medical  Society's  Rooms, 
11,  Chandos  Street,  W.     3  p.m. 

January  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion .  Lecture  :  "  Ten  Thou  sand  Yea.rs  of  Civil  isa- 
tion."  By  Professor  Flinders  Petrie.  (This 
lecture  will.be  fully  illustrated  by  lantern  slides.) 
Rooms  Medical  Society  of  London,  11,  Chandos 
Street,  W.     2.45  p.m. 

January  -^ist. — St.  John's  House  League  of 
Nurses.  General  Meeting.  12,  Queen  Squ?.re, 
Bloomsbqry.     3  p.m. 

'  Central  Mid  WIVES  Board. 

England. 

January  i^rd. — ^Penal  Ca.ses,  10.30  a.m. 
Monthly  Meeting,  3.30  p.m.  (at  conclusion  of 
Standing  Committee),  i,  Queen]J[ Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminister,  S.W.  i.     '^ 

February  4th. — Examinations,  London,  Birming- 
ham,  Bristol,    Leeds    and    Liverpool.     The  Oral 
Exaxnination  follows  in  a  few  days'  time. 
.  '  Scotland. 

V  January  ayth. — Examination,  quaUfying  for 
admission  to  the  Mid  wives  Roll  for  Scotland, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee  and  Aberdeen. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A     GRIEVANCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  ask  if  you  would  air  a  grievance,  or, 
at  least,  what  I  consider  an  injustice  to  R.N. 
Pension  Fund  annuitants,  in  your  paper — ^The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing — in  not  giving  the 
annuita.nts  any  bonuses  since  1912,  and  also  the 
miserably  sma.ll  amount  they  receive  from  the 
Donation  Bonus  Fund. 

I  Nvill  just  state  my  own  case.  I  am  one  of  the 
second  thousand  ;  in  1891  I  received,  at  Marl- 
borough House,  from  Queen  Alexa,ndra,  a  certi- 
ficate, in  which  it  is  stated  I  would  be  eligible 
to  participate  in  Dona.tion  Bonus  Fund,  which 
at  that  date  reached  the  figure  of  ^^40,000.  All 
the  reports  since  then  give  glowing  accounts  of 
the  increase  in  the  money  and  congratulations  to 
policy  holders  on  the  increased  valuations,  and 
we  were  promi.sed  substantial  additions  to  our 
pensions. 

I  have  been  looking  over  my  profits : — 

1902.     Donation  Bonus  Profit..      2s.     9d. 

1907.         ,,  ,,  ,,    .  .      IS.     gd. 

1912.         „  ,,  „    . .      IS.     od. 


5s.     6d. 


in  sixteen  years. 

I  joined  for  a  pension  of  £15  per  annum  twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  and  have  been  pa^/ing  for  that 
pension  £4  19s.  per  annum-  The  Profit  Bonus 
Fund,  together  with  the  fai  Dona.tion  Bonus 
Fund,  bring  my  pension  to  ;^i7  4s.  3d.  per  annum. 
The  Pension  Fund  wa,s  specia.lly  started  to  give 
trained  nurses,  in  their  old  age,  as  large  an  annuity 
as  possible,  and  I,  as  an  annuitant,  fa.il  to  see 
that  the  object  is  carried  out.  I  have  written  to 
the  Secretary  of  R.N.P.F.,  but  do  not  consider 
his  reply  satisfactory — in  fact,  rather  evasive. 
Yours  faithfully, " 

Helen  Ryan. 
17,  Eversfield  Road, 
Reigate,  Surrey. 

".TAINTED    MONEY." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — ^Many  people  will  sympathise  with 
the  views  of  your  correspondent  about  the 
"  tainted  money  "  derived  from  the  profits  of  the 
so-called  "  Victory  Ball."  To  thousands  besides 
myself  the  thankfulness  with  which  we  greeted  the 
Armistice  was  shadowed  by  the  memory  of  dear 
ones  who  will  never  come  back,  and  the  idea  of 
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dancing  at   such  a  solemn  time  seemed  like  a 
desecration  of  the  graves  of  our  dead. 

As  for  the  professed  object  of  the  ball — to  raise 
funds  for  the  "  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  " — I 
should  be  glad  if  you,  as  the  accredited  repre- 
sentative of  the  nursing  profession,  would  tell  me 
what  it  means.  It  is  difi&cult  for  a'  member  of  the 
outside  public  to  find  out  any  details  about  it. 
Is  it  a  charity  ?  Is  it  meant  to  help  nurses  who 
have  fallen  on  evil  days  ?  Or  what  is  it  ?  Where 
does  the  money  go  ?  And  who  administers  it  ? 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  management  of  a 
"  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  "  would  have  been  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee  of  representative  nurses, 
but  I  cannot  find  out  that  it  is  so.  That  may, 
however,  be  due  to  my  not  knowing  where  to  look 
for  the  information  I  desire,  and  I  should  be  very 
grateful  if  you  would  enlighten  my  ignorance. 
Yours,  &c., 

Catherine    Furley    Smith. 

[These  details  have,  as  far  as  we  know,  not  been 
made  public  ;  "  representative  nurses  "  have  no 
voice  in  the  organization][of  the  Fund. — Ed.] 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  fourth  womai  journalist  replies  to  our 
letter:  "It  is  a  pity  the  Food  Controller 
winks  the  other  eye  where  the  rich  are 
concerned,  they  have  fared  sumptuously  all 
through  the  war< — but  my  work  has  shown  me 
the  seamy  side,  and  there  has  been  real  starvation 
of  some  worthy  middle  class  people,  the  poorer 
professional  classes  {eg.,  the  clergy),  and  after 
four  years  of  war  the  Bishop  of  London  has 
realised  the  misery  of  his  clergy  !  These  remarks, 
in  reply  to  your  letter,  are  prompted  by  the 
magnificent  feeds  provided  for  joumahsts  at 
Lady  Cowdray's  mansion,  in  support  of  the 
Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses.  Before  the  Garden 
Party  at  St.  James's  Palace  in  the  summer,  there 
was  a  "  Press "  tea  at  No.  16,  Carlton  House 
Terrace- — every  dainty  in  abundance,  and  peaches, 
at  5s.  each,  in  piles  !  Then  came  the  luncheon 
feast  for  the  members  of  the  Empire  Press  Union, 
when  the  "  actual  want "  of  Britain's  needy 
nurses  was  recommended  for  publicity  in  the 
Dominion  Press,  and  votes  ol  thanks  for  "  kind 
hospitality  "  were  offered  with  unctuous  rectitude 
by  the  replete  persons  present.  Then  recently 
there  was  a  repetition  of  such  hospitality  after  the 
Memorial  Service  for  Dr.  Elsie  Inglis- — which 
savoured  more  of  a  '  wake  '  than  of  soitow- 
stricken  friends^ — apparently  appetite  was  not 
impaired  by  grief !  How  about  the  '  needy  ' 
members  of  the  Press  ?  Can  you  expect  them 
to  straightway  depart  filled  to  repletion  and  snap 
at  the  hands  Avhich  feeds  them,  by  opposing  a 
scheme  (calculated  to  depreciate  nursing  prestige, 
I  own)  subsidised  by  well-paid  advertisements? 
Such  is  not  human  nature  as  we  know  it  in  the 
newspaper  world. 

"  The  system  is  rotten,  but  it  pays.  But  how 
is  it  possible  for  the  wealthy  to  procure  all  this 
costly  and  delicious  food  f6r  innumerable  guests 


— ^when  we  workers  cannot  obtain  butter,  sugar, 
cakes,  jam,  sweets,  fruit  and  wine — to  say  notlung 
of  two  substantial  dinners  a  day  and  plenty  of 
coal  ?  " 

[These  are  conundrums  we  are  entirely  unable 
to  answer. — Ed.] 

From  a  "  Little  Matron  "  : — "  I  can  assure  you 
that  many  of  us  'little  Matrons '  quite  realise 
the  depreciation  of  our  independence  under  the 
College  Caucus,  and  its  local  feelers.  Quite 
recently  the  '  big  Matrons  '  started  a  centre  here. 
The  President  is  Matron  of  a  hospital  which  for 
years  has  made  large  profits  out  of  the  private 
nursing  staff,  and  we  already  hear  of  questions 
asked  as  to  the  standards  of  staffs  in  the  various 
nurses'  homes  on  the  co-op.  system.  The  least 
these  big-wigs  can  do  is  to  at  once  discontinue 
nurse  sweating  ;  it  will  then  be  time  to  make 
provision  for  nurses  on  a  charity  basis.  After  all 
this  tall  talk.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  must  tackle  the 
nurse  training  schools  which  run  private  staffs  for 
profit,  instead  of  placing  their  Matrons  on  his 
Council.  The  first  bit  of  work  the  Council  should 
do  is  to  have  the  balance  sheets  of  hospital  private 
nursing  departments  before  them." 

Army  Sister  says  : — "  One  thing  is  surely  a 
thing  of  the  past — the  chaperone  has  toppled 
off  her  perch,  and  neither  nurses  nor  V.A.D.'s 
will  put  her  together  again.  In  my  training 
days  we  should  have  been  squandered  if  we  had 
been  seen  out  with  the  medical  staff.  Now 
young  V.A.D.'s  dine  and  wine  and  theatre  with 
their  convalescent  of&cer  patients,  and  no  one 
says  them  nay.  Hospital  discipline  is  a  thing  of 
the  past  !  " 

From  Manchester  comes  the  fol'owing  expression 
of  opinion  : — "  With  the  type  of  generosity  pecu- 
liar to  itself,  the  War  Office  has  just  issued  an 
A.C.I,  increasing  the  uniform  allowance  paid  to 
all  nurses  appointed  on  the  date  (January  i8th, 
1 91 8)  of  the  A.C.I.,  or  after  it,  from  ;^8  per  annum 
to  /lo.  This  increase,  of  course,  will  benefit 
no  one,  for  now  that  demobilisation  is  a  thing  of 
the  near  future,  it  is  not  likely  that  more  nurses 
will  be  appointed,  while  the  thousands  of  nurses, 
who,  for  the  last  few  years,  have  been  paying  for  a 
good  part  of  their  uniform  out  of  their  own 
pockets,  will  receive  no  increase  whatever.  This 
is  not  the  way  to  promote  contentment  among 
the  members  of  the  nursing  services;  but,  perhaps, 
the  "  powers  that  be  "  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  do  so,  now  that  they  will  so  soon  be  able  to  do 
without  the  nurses  who  have  served  them  during 
the  war." 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTION. 

January  25/A.— What  premonitory  symptonM 
would  cause  you  to  suspect  the  onset  of  eclampsia  ? 
What  features  does  this  disease  present,  and  how 
would  you  deal  with  a  case  pending  the  arrival  of 
a  doctor  ?  '  -'^ 
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The   Midw'ife. 


..-iv-f^'T.-/-.-'::»rn-'l>iW::-'  i.-j>t-- 


IE  RIGHTS  OF  THE   UNBORN  CHILD. 

The  duty  of  giving  skilled  nursing  care  to 
m;<?thers  of  illegitimate  children  in  their  confine- 
mi?ntsis,we  should  imagine,  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion, did  we  not  know  that  committees  of  voluntary 
n\3^rsing  associations  frequently  refuse  to  allow  the 
niiTses  under  their  control  to  attend  these  ca,ses. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  attitude  of 
mind  of  these  "  unco  guid  and  rigidly  righteous  " 
ladies  who,  from  the  comfortable  security  of  well- 
ordered  homes,  condemn  a  woman  in  her  hour  of 
anguish  to  neglect,  and  possibly  to  death,  as  the 
result  of  that  neglect. 

•They  ta^k  of  "  not  Condoning  sin."  Very  well. 
Tlje  sin  has  occurred.  Whose  sin  ?  That  of  the 
two  primarily  concerned.  But  the  local  com- 
munity cannot  wash  its  hands  of  responsibility  for 
ccpitributory  causes,  as,  for  instance,  housing 
conditions,  which  are  frequently  a  scandal  to  any 
civilised  community,  and  a  direct  incentive  to 
immorality.  What  have  the  "  unco  guid  "  done  to 
remedy  these  ?  Let  them  ask  their  own  con- 
sciences. 

Many  years  ago  Charles  Kingsley,  spokesman 
foi  the  people  and  passionate  lover  of  justice,  put 
into  the  mouth  of  a  poacher's  widow  the  words  : — 

pur  daughters  with  base-born  babies 

.^^    Have  wandered  away  in  their  shame, 

Uf  your  misses  had  slept,  Squire,  where  they  did, 

•^    Your  misses  might  do  the  same. 

fWhat  are  the  alternatives  for  the  woman 
approaching  her  confinement  if  the  local  nursing 
association,  which  probably  also  includes  local 
midwifery  in  its  scope,  refuses  its  help  ?  She  may 
st^y  at  home  and  get  what  untrained  nursing  she 
can,  running  the  risk  of  septic  poisoning  in  con- 
sequence, or  go  to  the  poor  law  infirmary. 
"  -^uite  right,  too,"  say  the  ladies  of  the  committee 
of  the  .local  nursing  association.  But  a  nurse 
knows  better  ;  knows  how  easy  it  is,  having  ta,ken 
one  step  down,  to  take  another,  vmless  a  helping 
hand  is  held  out  ;  knows  how,  if  she  goes  to  the 
infirmary,  a  girl  with  her  first  baby  comes  under 
the  very  influences  from  which  it  is  expedient  to 
kefep  her.  In  the  workhouse  maternity  ward  she 
will  find  women  who  are  ready  to  help  her  to  lead 
a  life  of  sin  when  she  is  convalescent,  and  to 
b^ome  one  of  that  sad  company  of  "  ins.  and  outs  " 
who  are  the  despair  of  the  Eugenist  and  the 
perennial  problem  of  the  social  worker. 

And  what  of  the  unborn  child  ?  The  communis 
aiJki  the  State  have  their  duty  towards  this  most 
defenceless  and  unprotected  unit.  The  lot  of  the 
illegitimate  child  is  never  an  easy  one,  but  its 
d^culties  are  immeasurably  accentuated  if 
tharoughout  life  it  has  to  meet  the  taunt  of  having 
b0en  born  in  a  workhouse.  Only  the  most  forceful 
character&.will  overcome  such  a. handicap.  .^  y' 
It  will  be  an  ill  day  when  the  nursing  and 
midwifery    professions    require    a    certificate  of 


moral  rectitude  as  a  qualification  for  the  help  to 
which  sickness,  pain  and  necessity  should  be  the 
only  passport. 

Resigned  rather  than  be  a  Party  to  It. 

It  was  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the  Billericay 
(Essex)  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  that  the  local 
nursing  associations'  committees  had  resigned  in 
consequence  of  the  Local  Government  Board's 
decision  that  nurses  should  attend  all  cases  of 
confinement  when  required  (presumably  if  they  are 
to  be  qualified  for  a  Local  Government  Board 
subsidy).  The  committees  decided  that  they 
could  not  attend  single  women  or  widows,  and 
resigned  rather  than  be  a  party  to  it. 

The  Rev.  P.  Loseby,  rector  of  North  Benfleet, 
characterised  the  attitude  of  the  ladies  on  these 
committees  as  scandalous.  If  it  was  on  moral 
grounds  it  was  a  gravely  mistaken  view,  and  if  it 
was  some  '"  sentimental  balderdash  "  the  Board 
should  express  a  strong  opinion. 

We  wonder  whether  these  ladies  would  "  be  a 
party  to  it."  if  the  case  concerned  was  a  girl  of  their 
own  class.  Would  they  deprive  her  of  nursing 
care  because  her  baby  was  not  born  in  wedlock  ? 
And  if  not  why  should  there  be  one  law  for  the 
middle  class  sinner  who  can  afford  to  pay  several 
guineas  a  week  for  her  nurse,  and  another  for  her 
erring  sister  who  is  dependent  on  "  charity  "  ? 
The  tender  mercies  of  the  righteous  as  well  as  of 
the  wicked  are  often  cruel  where  the  poor  are  con- 
cerned and  it  is  well  that  the  Local  Government 
Board,  as  representing  the  State,  should  step  in 
and   see  justice  done. 


THE    MISSION    OF    HOPE. 

A  Society  which  is  doing  good  work  for  the 
-  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  is  the  Mission  of 
Hope,  the  headquarters  of  which  are  at  30, 
Denman  Street,  London  Bridge,  S.E.  i.  That 
there  is  need  for  such  help  as  it  offers  will  be 
reaUsed  from  its  report.  In  the  first  nine  months 
of  last  year  three  thousand  girls  and  young  women, 
unmarried  mothers,  or  expectant  mothers,  appealed 
for  aid  in  their  grave  trouble  to  this  one  society 
a' one  and  that  on  its  present  income  the  Mission 
xan  only  deal  with  500  maternity  cases  yearly, 
these  being  girls  who  have  previously  borne  good 
characters.  And  supposing  a  girl  is  seen  safely 
through- her  trouble,  what  is  the  prospect  for  her 
.subsequently  ?  One  writes  :  "I  have  worn  my 
feet  off  walking  about  trying  to  find  a  home  for 
ihaaby,"  yet,  "  unless  such  a  home  be  found,  what 
^is  the  unhappy  mother  to  do  ?  "  asks  a  supporter 
of  the  Homes  connected  with  the  Mission  of  Hope. 
"  A  situation  is  impossible  ;  the  workhouse,  '  the 
street,'  or  '  the  river  '  is  the  only  and  terriblejway." 
Jit  is  up  to  a  Christian  nation  to  find  a  different 
Solution,  not  only  for  the  mother,  but  for  dear 
innocent  little  children. 
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AT    PEACE. 

The  deep  sympathy  of  the  trained  nurses 
of  the  Empire  goes  out  to  the  King  and 
Queen  in  their  bereavement  by  the  death  of 
their  youngest  son.  Their  Majesties  have 
shown  such  real  sympathy  with  the  sorrow 
which  has  befallen  so  many  of  their  subjects 
during  the  last  four  years,  that  the  nation 
will  share  their  grief  in  no.  ordinary  degree, 
and  we  may  hope  that  the  affection  of  their 
people  will  be  some  consolation  to  them  in 
their  grief. 

None  are  better  able  to  realise  the  tragedy 
which  has  preceded  the  early  death  of  Prince 
John  than  trained  nurses,  who  understand  so 
well  the  shadow  over  the  life  of  a  child 
afflicted  with  the  terrible  disease  of  epilepsy, 
when  attacks  occur  with  increasing  severity, 
and  mental  degeneration  is  the  inevitable  result 
of  the  cerebral  stress. 

A  mother's  heart  is  wrung  with  distress 
at  the  suffering  of  her  child,  and  the  knowledge 
that  a  cure  cannot  be  hoped  for,  but  rather 
that  attacks,  progressively  severe,  will  occur 
until  merciful  death  brings  relief  and  peace,  is 
a  source  of  ever-present  anxiety. 

The  Queen,  who  has  been  indefatigable  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  her  exalted 
position,  must  often  have  been  sad  at  heart  as 
she  thought  of  her  youngest  born,  whose  life 
was  spent  quietly  at  Frogmore  or  Wolver- 
ton,  near  Sandringham.  When  the  first 
poignancy  of  the  blow  is  past,  the  knowledge 
that  the  child  they  loved  is  at  rest,  after  a 
suffering  life,  full  of  tragic  possibilities,  will 
bring  consolation  to  his  parents  in  their 
sorrow.  Death  came  to  the  Prince  in  kindly 
fashion  at  the  last,  and  he  closed  liis  eyes  in 
sleep  to  open  them  in  the  Paradise  of  God. 


OF    URGENT    NATIONAL    IMPORTANCE. 

The  Conference  of  Visiting  Committees  of 
the  Asylums  of  England  and  Wales,  convened 
to  meet  in  the  Guildhall,  E.C.,  on  February  5th, 
will  be  invited  to  express  the  opinion  that  "  the 
Lunacy  Acts,  and  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 
are  effete,  and  that  a  drastic  amendment  of 
them  is  of  urgent  national  importance." 

A    JUST    PEACE. 

The  whole  world  longs  for  peace,  but  peace 
at  any  price  would  be  scarcely  less  a  disaster 
than  war,  and  the  French  President,  M. 
Poincar^,  struck  the  right  note  when  he 
claimed,  in  his  inaugural  speech  to  the  Peace 
Conference,  which  opyened  at  Versailles  on 
Saturday,  that  the  Peace  to  be  established 
must  be  a  Peace  of  Justice. 

President  Poincar6  further  claimed  for  the 
assembled  delegates,  "  At  the  moment  when 
this  cycle  of  horror  is  ending,  all  the  Powers 
whose  delegates  are  assembled  here  may  acquit 
themselves  of  any  share  in  the  crime  which  has 
resulted  in  so  unprecedented  a  disaster.  What 
gives  you  authority  to  establish .  a  Peace  of 
Justice  is  the  fact  that  none  of  the  Peoples  of 
whom  you. are  the  delegates  has  had  any  part 
in  injustice.  Humanity  can  place  confidence 
in  you  because  you  are  not  amongst  those  who 
have  outraged  the  rights  of  humanity." 

The  French  President  laid  emphasis  on  the 
points  that  the  war  was  a  crusade  of  humanity 
for  right,  that  the  Peace  Conference  seeks 
justice,  and  justice  has  no  favourites,  but  it 
is  not  inert,  it  does  not  submit  to  injustice, 
and  demands  the  punishment  of  the  guilty. 
He  spoke  of  the  establishment  of  a  general 
League  of  Nations,  which  will,  above  all 
things,  seek  to  gain  respect  for  the  peace  to 
be  established,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  renewal  of  wars. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


STATE  WHAT  YOU  KNOW  OP  INTRAVENOUS  IJNFU- 
SIONS  AND  TRANSFUSIONS;  THEIR  PURPOSE.  THE 
BUOUD  SUBSTIIUrES  UITLIZEU,  AND  THE  MANNER 
OF  THEIR  APPLICATION.  AND  THE  DANGERS  TO  BE 
QUARDBD    AOAINSl. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A,  Noblett,  Priestley  Hall, 
Beckett's  Park,  Leeds. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  intravenous  infusion  of  salt  solution  is 
reserved  for  cases  of  shock  or  haemorrhage, 
where  immediate  relief  to  the  vascular  system 
is  necessary,  and  where  absorption  from 
beneath  the  skin  would  be  too  slow.  Intra- 
venous infusion  of  salt  solution  is  being  largely 
superseded  by  hypodermoclysis.  Its  disadvan- 
tag-e  is  in  its  much  slower  and  more  difficult 
technique.  Its  advantage  lies  in  the  immediate 
relief  it  gives  to  the  vascular  system.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  saline  is  too  rapidly  infused 
the  blood  taken  into  the  heart  will  be  extremely 
diluted  ;  imperfect  aeration  and  dyspnoea  will  be 
induced  or  acute  dilatation  ensue,  and  imme- 
diate death  may  occur.  One  of  the  larger 
superficial  veins  of  the  upper  arm  is  usually 
chosen — the  basilic  or  cephalic.  This  is  made 
to  stand  out  by  a  loose  tourniquet  applied 
above,  and,  aseptically,  it  is  dissected  out 
througfh  a  longitudinal  incision  about  one  inch 
long.  Two  silk  ligatures  are  passed  under  it. 
The  lower  one  is  tied  ;  between  the  two  the  vein 
is  nicked,  the  end  of  the  cannula  attached  to 
the  tube  from  the  salt  solution  bottle  is  intro- 
duced (taking  care  there  is  no  air  in  the  tube), 
and  the  upper  ligature  tied  once  about  its  tip. 
Not  more  than  two  pints  had  better  be  g^iven  at 
one  time.  After  the  bottle  is  nearly  and  slowly 
emptied,  the. cannula  is  slipped  out  and  the 
upper  ligature  drawn  taut,  so  as  to  tie  off  the 
proximal  end  of  the  vessel.  The  skin  is  sewed 
and  a  sterile  dressingf  applied.  Great  care  must 
be  taken  to  stop  the  infusion  while  some  solu- 
tion is  still  in  the  flask,  otherwise  air  might  be 
forced  into  the  vein.  Air  in  any  quantity  forced 
suddenly  into  a  vein  causes  dilatation  of  the 
left  chambers  of  the  heart  and  of  the  pulmonary 
vessels,  a  condition  always  fatal.  Such  an 
accident  could  only  take  place  in  such  a  process 
as  intravenous  infusion,  as,  for  example,  by 
allowing  the  flask  to  become  perfectly  empty 
and  refilling  it  with  the  needle  in  place. 

Transfusion  of  blood  is  indicated  in  acute 
haemorrhag-e  from  any  cause.  Cases  which 
have  been  exsanguinated,  so  that  the  infusion 
of  salt  solution  to  increase  the  blood  volume 
does  not  suffice  to  maintain  life,  may  be  saved 
by  transfusion.     This  not  only  makes  up  for 


loss  of  fluid,  but  provides  red  blood  corpuscles, 
which  can  serve  temporarily  as  oxygen  car- 
riers. It  is  of  the  g^reatest  value  in  internal 
haemorrhage  preceding  operation  (as  in  extra 
uterine  pregnancy),  post-operative  haemor- 
rhage, haemorrhagic  disease  of  the  newborn, 
haemophilia,  and  illuminating  gas  poisoning. 

Ordinarily,  transfusion  cases  are  emergency 
cases  to  the  donor. 

Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  best  to  use  a 
radial  artery  of  the  donor  and  any  superficial 
arm  vein  of  the'  recipient  near  the  elbow. 
Usually  the  median  basilic  vein  is  the  best  one, 
on  account  of  its  size  and  easily  accessible 
position.  The  regeneration  of  blood  lost  by  the 
donor  is  uninterrupted  and  rapid.  At  first  he 
will  show  loss  of  colour  in  his  mucous  mem- 
branes, pallor  of  the  skin,  slight  uneasiness, 
slight  quickening  of  the  pulse  and  respiration, 
lowering  of  the  blood  tension,  and  beginning  of 
shrinkage  in  the  skin  of  the  face.  As  far  as 
the  recipient  is  concerned,  the  chief  danger  to 
be  feared  is  acute  cardiac  dilatation  and  subse- 
quent cardiac  failure,  caused  by  transfusion  in 
excessive  amount  or  at  excessive  rate  of  flow. 

The  vessels  to  be  anastomosed  are  exposed, 
and,  after  selection  of  a  Cannula  of  size  suitable 
to  the  size  of  the  vessels,  the  end  of  the  vein  is 
pushed  throug-h  the  needle  end  of  the  cannula 
with  the  help  of  fine-pointed  forceps,  or  the 
vein  may  be  pulled  throug-h  by  means  of  a 
single  fine  suture.  The  end  of  the  vein  is  then 
cuffed  back  over  the  cannula  and  tied  firmly  in 
place.  The  cuffed  part  is  next  covered  with 
sterile  vaseline ;  this  facilitates  slipping  the 
artery  over  the  cuff. 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Winifred  M.  Appleton, 
of  University  College  Hospital,  W.C.  (who 
sent  an  excellent  paper,  but  the  length  was 
about  1,000  words).  Miss  E.  J.  Rankin,  Miss 
M.  James,  Miss  M.  Robinson,  Sister  E.  F. 
Hannay. 

QUESTION   FOR  NEXT  WEEK. 

What  premonitory  symptoms  would  cause 
you  to  suspect  the  onset  of  eclampsia?  What 
features  does  this  disease  present,  and  how 
would  you  deal  with  a  case  pending  the  arrival 
of  a  doctor? 

IMPORTANT. 

Will  competitors  note  that  the  Prize  Coupon 
must  be  cut  out  of  the  Journal  and  attached  to 
the  paper  sent  in.  Also  the  number  of  words 
contained  in  it  must  be  written  on  the  top  left- 
hand  corner  of  the  first  page.  Will  competitors 
note  further  that  the  number  of  words  in  the 
Prize  Competition  papers  must  now  be  between 
500  and  650. 
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ROYAL  RED  CROSS.  NURSING  AND  THE  WAR. 


The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross,  second  cJass,  to  the  following  ladies  in 
recognition  of  their  valuab'e  services  : — 
Second  Class. 

Miss  A.  Alexander,  M.M.,  Sister,  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss 
H  M.  Alford,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I. M. N. S. R.  ;  Miss 
G.  J.  Andrews,  T./Head  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss 
M.  Arbuthnot,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  E.  Aimstrong,  A. /Sister, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  G.  Atkinson,  Sister,  New 
Zealand  Army  Nursing  Serv.  ;  Miss  E.  Aylett,  A. /Sister, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  B.  Baldwin,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ; 
Miss  A.  Barrett,  Sister,  T.F.N. S.  ;  Miss  M.  V.  Bean, 
A. /Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  W.  A.  Beausire,  Asst. 
Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  V.  Berry,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ; 
Miss  C.  I.  Black,  A. /Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M. 
Blamire-Brown,  A. /Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  D. 
Botting,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  B. 
Boyd,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  L. 
Bradley,  N. /Sister,  Can.  A.M.C.  ;  Miss  F.  Broome, 
M.M.,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  I.  Burton, 
A. /Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Calder, 
.A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  L.  Calvert,  S. /Nurse, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  V.  Cameron,  N. /Sister,  Can. 
A.M.C.  ;  Miss  L.  M.  Clieve,  Sister-in-Charge, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Colston,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl. 
Res.  ;  Miss  E.  L.  Connolly,  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss 
N.  Connolly,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  E.  A.  C. 
Court,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  C.  E.  Crawford,  Sister-in- 
Charge,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  J.  Cummings, 
A./Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  R.  Currie, 
Staff  Nurse,  S.  Afr.  Med.  Nursing  Serv.  ;  Miss  E.  A. 
Cuthbert,  Head  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  H. 
Dalrympie,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  C.  L.  F.  Dalton, 
Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  M.  K.  Daly,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I. M. N. S. R.  ;  Miss  R.  Dalzell,  A./Sister, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G.  Davidson,  Sister,  Harvard 
Unit;  Miss  C.  A.  Donnelly,  N. /Sister,  Can.  A.M.C; 
Miss   E.    L.    Dowling,    Charge   Sister,    B.R.C.S.  ;   Miss 

A.  C.  Dovie,  N. /Sister,  Can.  A.M.C.  ;  Miss  R.  Draper, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S. 

Rachel  Countess*  of  Dudley,  C.B.E.,  Hon.  Lady 
Suptd.  :  Miss  H.  E.  Dulmage,  Matron,  Can.  .A.M.C.  ; 
Miss  M.  E.  F.  Earle,  Asst.  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  G.  L. 
Ellis,  Nurse,  V.A.D.;  Miss  N.  J.  Enright,  Nursing 
Sister,  Can.  A.M.C;  Miss  M.  R.  Falrbairn,  A./Sister, 
Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  M.  R.  Fielding,  Sister,  Aust. 
A.N.S-.  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Fisher,  Staff  Nurse,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  Francis,  Sister,  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  A.  E.  M. 
Furniss,  Staff  Nurse,  Aust.  .A.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  B.  Gabriel. 
A./Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  :  Miss  C.  Gerrard,  Staff 
Nurse,  Civif  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  A.  A.  M.  Gibson,  Staff 
Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  S.  M.  Glossop,  Nurse,  V.A.D.  ; 
Miss  E.  Goold,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  W. 
Green,  Nurse,  V..A.D.  ;  Miss  M.  M.  Gregson,  .A./Sister, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  S.  Greig,  Sister,  Aust. 
A.N.S.;  Miss  S.  A.  Grey,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.: 
Miss  A.  Haigh.  Asst.  Nurse.  V.A.D.  :  Miss  A.  M.  Hail, 
A./Sister,  O.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  S.  Hall,  A./Sister, 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  K.  N.  Hallett,  Charge  Sister, 
B.R.C.S.;  Miss  R.  M.'Hamlyn,  Asst.  Nurse,  V.A.D.; 
Miss   E.    D.    Harper,   A./Sister,   Civil   Hpl.    Res.;   Miss 

B.  E.  Harrison,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  K.  E.  Haywood, 
A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Hearn, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.;  Miss  E.  M.  Henbrev,  A./Sister. 
Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.;  Miss  F.  M.  Hepburn,  A./Sister.  Civil 
Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  L.  R.  Hill,  Asst.  Matron,  T.F.N.S.  : 
Mi  s  H.  M.  Homan,  Sister,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  G. 
Horn,  Sister.  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  B.  M.  Huddleston.  Sister, 
N.Z.  A.N.S.;  Miss  M.  Hughes.  Sister.  T.F.N.S. 


It  is  reported  that  the  next  Matron-in-Chief  of 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Mi'ilary  Nursing 
Service  will  be  Miss  Beadsmore  Smith,  R.R.C.,  who 
first  saw  active  service  in  the  South  African  War, 
and  later  in  France  in  the  present  war.  More 
recently  she  has  held  the  position  of  Principal  Matron 
at  the  War  Office — a  position  which, we  understand, 
will  be  filled  by  Miss  F.  M.  Hodgins,  R.R.C. 

In  this  event.  Miss  McCarthy,  who  has  held 
the  position  of  Matron-in-Chief  in  France,  will 
presumably  not  succeed  to  the  premier  position 
in  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service,  as,  owing  to  the  extended  service  for 
eight  )ears  of  Miss  E.  H.  Becher,  Miss  McCarthy 
will  be  disqualified  by  the  age  limit.  We  hope 
this  does  not  mean  she  will  not  be  awarded  the 
pension  received  by  the  Matron-in-Chief,  as  this 
would  seem  most  unfair.  We  think  her  salary 
and  emoluments  should  be  at  the  rate  of  that 
of  the  Matron-in-Chief  from  the  date  when  Miss 
Becher  should  have  retired. 

The  Aftermath. 

Writing  from  France,  an  English  woman, 
working  with  the  American  Red  Cross,  says  : — 

"  Not  a  room  in  Peris  1  .  .  .  I  thoroughh' 
enjoyed  myself  at  the  hospital  (where  she  was 
warded),  where  the  A.R.C.  staff  is  sent  when 
i'l,  and  as  the  A.R.C.  staff  is  comi  osed  almost 
exclusively  of  University  women, 'we  were  friends 
at  once.  .  .  .  Every  A.R.C.  worker  in  Paris 
has  now  900  frs.  a  month  (;^36),  and  others,  like 
myse'f,  have  a  "  specialist's  "  fees  as  well.  I  am 
writing  an  article  on  A.R.C.  Imagine  a  country 
that  can  bring  over  6,000  trained  workers  at 
900  frs.  per  month  minimum  !  That  means  very 
serious  competition  for  us  in  the  world  in  the 
future  1  The  '  Victory  Ball  '  protests  interested 
me  very  much  in  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
But  what  is  the  use  of  protesting  in  England  ? 
No  one  was  more  patriotic  than  I  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  but  I  look  in  vain  now  for 
the  '  f airplay  '  one  used  to  associate  with  the 
British  character — in  fact,  were  it  not  for  my 
people,  I  don't  think  I  should  ever  trouble  to 
come  to  England  again." 

This  letter  gives  pause  for  thought,  and  from 
many  others  received,  from  which  we  extract 
"Kernels"  to  publish  as  space  permits,  one 
gathers  that  there  is  much  deep  and  bitter  resent- 
ment on  the  part  of  many  "  war  workers," 
especially  on  the  part  of  trained  nurses,  at  the 
callous  treatment  by  the  British  authorities  of 
their  professional  ideals,  and  at  the  determination 
upon  the  part  of  the  rich  and  powerful  plutocracy, 
which  now  has  its  hoof  squashed  down  on  our 
national  idea's  to  keep  it  there. 

Serbian  Decorations. 

The  Serbian  Red  Cross  Medal  has  been  given  to 
Miss  Isabel  Basnett,  Miss  Gera'dine  Cooke, 
Miss  Muriel  Craigie  and  Miss  Edith  May,  of  the 
Scottish    Women's    Hospita's. 
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A    CRITICAL   CASE. 

The  charming  picture  by  Sergeant  George  J. 
Coates,  which  we  publish  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
Editor  of  the  Gazette  of  the  3rd  London  General 
Hospital,  surely  indicates  that  with  such  a  doctor 
and  such  a  nurse,  the  patient  is  in  the  best  possible 
circumstances  for  making  a  good  recovery.  We 
could  wish  that  nurses  were  more  often  depicted 
as  they  are — neither  angels,  nor  born  to  the  halo — 
but  just  ordinary  women,  intent  on  their  work 
and  determined  to  use  all  their  trained  skill  and 
to  concentrate  all  their  will  power  on  pulling  the 
patient  through. 


the  people  can  scarcely  realise  their  good  fortune. 
Where  I  am  billeted  one  said  to  me  yesterday  : 
'  It  is  splendid  to  wake  up  in  the  morning  and  feel 
we  are  with  the  French  again,  no  fear  of  the  day 
befoie  us,  and  to  be  able  to  sleep  at  night  without 
the  horror  of  knowing  that  the  house  is  full  of 
cruel  men  telling  us  daily  they  are  our  masters  and 
all  belongs  to  them.  We  often  said  that  if  the 
Allies  did  not  gain  the  victory  it  were  well  that  we 
should  die.' 

"  I  have  been  working  at  the  Citadel,  a  garrison 
prison,  which  was  rapidly  organised  to  receive  the 
thousands  of  prisoners  who  passed  through  this 
town  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  ;    they  all 


A     CRITICAL.    CASH. 


FRENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 

"  The  war  is  over,"  writes  one  who  has  worked 
valiantly  for  the  French  ;  "our  work  in  France  is 
almost  finished.  We  are  ready  to  come  home,  and 
yet  I  think  most  of  us  hesitate  to  leave  this  country 
where  we  have  worked,  lived  and  suffered,  and 
are  now  rejoicing  because  the  glorious  dead  have  not 
died  in  vain,  and  because  thousands  of  mutilated 
men  have  achieved  what  they  set  out  to  do.  It 
seems  almost  impossible  to  believe  that  the  flow 
of  wounded  has  ceased,  that  the  cannon  are  silent; 
and  that  the  enemy  is  no  longer  at  his  cruel  work, 
burning  houses,  stealing  property,  and  making  the 
old  and  the  young  scatter  before  them.  We  are  in 
a  town  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans  for  four  years  : 


told  me  the  same  tale,  how  they  had  suffered  with 
hunger,  how  they  had  been  ovei-worked  and  beaten 
by  their  cruel  task  drivers  for  the  slightest  reaso"n, 
and  they  all  bore  testimony  to  the  martyrdom  of 
the  British.  '  You  see,'  they  said,  '  the  Boches 
blamed  the  British  for  the  "  Blocus,"  so  they 
starved  them  in  consequence.' 

"  It  was  a  great  joy  and  consolation  to  do  a  little 
for  the  brothers  of  others,  as  I  had  just  received 
the  news  that  my  own  brother  died  a  prisoner  in 
Germany  four  months  ago — as  far  as  I  can  gather 
of  cruelty  and  starvation — and  we  were  e.xpecting 
to  we' come  him  home  after  the  Armistice  was 
signed. 

"  Just'  now  I  am  nursing  some  of  the  last 
wounded  of  the  war." 
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CARE   OF  THE  WOUNDED.  THE  MATRONS'   COUNCIL. 


FRANCE'S     DAY,     1919. 

The  British  Committee  of  the  French  Red  Cross 
has  decided  to  make  this  year,  through  "  France's 
Day,"  a  final  appeal  to  the  British  Empire  for 
funds  to  complete  their  Red  Cross  work,  and  a^so 
to  render  urgently-needed  temporary  assistance 
to  over  2,000,000  refugees  from  the  devastated 
districts  of  France,  who  have  lost  their  all  in  the 
war.  Public  collections  will  be  made  throughout 
the  Empire.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has  con- 
sented to  act  as  honorary  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Percy 
Collins  will,  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession,  be 
the  honorary  Secretary,  with  offices  at  34,  Wilton 
Place,  S.W.  I.  The  British  Farmers'  Red  Cross 
Fund  is  a' so  helping  the  French  Red  Cross  by 
arranging  for  the  collection  in  England  and  Wales 
of  clean  clothing  and  household  linen,  warm  under- 
clothing and  blankets  being  specially  required  at 
once. 

Communications  should  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Herbert  Brown,  34,  Wilton  Place,  and  goods  should 
be  forwarded  to  Thurlow  Place,  S.W.  7. 


Have  you  paid  a  visit  to  the  Ruhleben  Exhi- 
bition at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster  ?  If  not, 
do  so  without  de^ay  ;  it  is  no  mere  ordinary  exhi- 
bition, but,  as  Mrs.  Pope  Hennessy,  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  says,  "  it  is  a  living  witness  of  the  spirit 
in  which  our  British  civilians  met  and  overcame 
the  adversity  of  prolonged  captivity  in  Germany. 
.  .  .  Ruhleben  was  a  camp  ot  all  the  talents,  and 
those  who  know  most  about  it  are  most  profound 
in  their  admiration  for  the  spirit  of  the  men  who 
made  it  what  it  was.  Though  their  feet  were  in 
the  mud,  they  succeeded  in  keeping  their  heads  in 
the  heavens." 

Under  instructions  from  the  War  Cabinet,  the 
War  Office  will  continue  for  the  next  six  months 
to  afford  treatment  and  accommodation  in 
military  hospitals  for  all  soldiers  and  pensioners 
needing  it. 

I  m  ■ 

VALUABLE    SERVICES. 

A  supplement  to  the  London  Gazette  contains 
a  list  of  the  names  of  ladies  who  have  been  brought 
to  notice  for  valuable  services  in  connection  with 
the  war,  including  the  following  : — 

Miss  Jane  Tiddy,  Nurse,  London  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street;  Miss  Margaret 
Matthevvson,  Matron,  Jubilee  Infirmary,  North  Shields  ; 
Miss  Sarah  Laura  Thirlwell,  Matron,  Ingham 
Infirmary,  South  Shields  ;  Miss  Alice  Mary  Richardson, 
Matron,  Scarborough  Hospital ;  Miss  Gertrude  Mary 
Marsters,  Matron,  The  Cottage  Hospital,  Gorieston ; 
Miss  Margaret  Hogg,  Matron,  Guy's  Hospital ;  Miss 
Frances  Elizabeth  Davies,  Theatre  Sister,  Queen  Mary's 
R.N.  Hospital,  Southend-on-Sea ;  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Lindsay  Stirling,  Matron,  The  Cottage  Hospital, 
Cromarty ;  Miss  Margaret  Maclennan,  Sister,  The 
Northern  Infirmary,  Inverness ;  Miss  Annie  Charteris, 
Night  Superintendent,  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne ;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Olive  Streatfeild,  Com- 
mandant, V.A.D.,  Homerton  Hospital,  Sunderland. 


Whatever  claims  to  professional  fame  she  may 
possess — and  they  are  numerous — ^Miss  Mildred 
Heather-Bigg,  formerly  Matron  of  Charing  Cross 
Hospital,  will  go  dowoa  to  posterity'^as  the  only 
Matron  of  a  large  hospital  who  stood  by  the 
nurses  in  their  fight  vnth  the  Nursing  Schools  for 
professional  liberty. 

We  hope  many  of  those  who  appreciate  Miss 
Heather-Bigg's  self-sacrifice — ^for  as  it  turns  out 
there  is  no  ;^doubt  she  has  been  called  upon  to 
suffer  for  her  courage — will  be  present  on  Friday, 
24th,  when  an  Address  will  be  presented  to  her  in 
recognition  of  her  fine  work  for  the  profession 
during  her  term  of  office  as  Matron  of  Charing 
Cross  Hospital. 

The  reception  wdll  be  held  at  the  Medical 
Society's  Rooms,  ii,  Chandos  Street,  after  the 
annual  meeting. of  the  Matrons'  Council  at  3  p.m. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


We  much  regret  having  to  hold  over  for  want  of 
space  an  account  of  the. very  interesting  meeting 
convened  by  the  N.U.T.N.  on  January  i8th,  when 
Miss  Jentie  Paterson,  Miss  Feild  and  Miss  Can- 
cellor  gave  very  interesting  accounts  of  their 
experiences  at  the  Front. 

Unblushing  Competition. 
Miss  Rimmer,  Organising  Secretary  of  the 
N.U.T.N.,  has  been  instructing  the  press  on  the 
nursing  question  with  no  uncertain  voice.  So 
grossly  unfair  has  been  the  comparative  treatment 
recently  of  the  skilled  professional  nurse  and  the 
ignorant  amateur,  that  Miss  Rimmer  would 
hesitate  to  advise  a  girl  to  train  as  a  nurse  in  the 
future.  No  profession,  she  thinks,  has  such  poor 
prospects,  what  with  hard  work,  poor  pay,  and  the 
unblushing  competition  of  the  semi-trained  I 

SCOTTISH  'NURSES'    CLUB. 

A  meeting  of  members  of  the  Scottish  Nurses' 
Club  was  held  on  the  17th  inst  in  the  club  premises 
at  205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.  The  Marchioness 
of  Ailsa  presided,  and  explained  that  the  object  of 
the  meeting  was  to  consider  and  adopt  the  con- 
stitutions drawn  up  by  the  trustees.  Mr.  Stark 
Brown  thereafter  submitted  the  constitutions, 
which  were  adopted. 

A    ROLL    OF    HONOUR. 

The  City  of  Dublin  Nursing  Institution,  27. 
Upper  Baggot  Street,  Dublin,  is  compiling  a  Roll 
of  Honour  of  nurses  connected  with  the  Institu- 
tion. Past  nurses  who  have  served  in  the  War 
are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Lady 
Superintendent.  Every  hospital  might  well  keep 
its  Roll  of  Honour. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


THE    FUTURE    STATE   REGISTER. 


A    REPLY    TO    MEMBERS    OF    THE 

ROYAL    BRITISH     NURSES'    ASSOCIATION 

AND    OTHERS. 

Enquiries  constantly  reach  us  as  to  whether 
members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion need  have  their  names  placed  on  the 
Register  of  the  Colleg-e  of  Nursing-,  Limited, 
in  order  to  ensure  that  they  will  automatically 
have  them  placed  also  on  the  State  Register 
without  the  inconvenience  of  having  to  sit  for 
the  State  Examination.  We  are  requested  to 
make  the  position  quite  clear  in  this  week's 
Journal,  although  it  ought  to  be  sufficiently 
obvious,  even  to  the  most  casual  enquirer,  that, 
if  any  Register  is  taken  over  by  the  State, 
Parliament  would  not  pass  over  that  of  an 
Association  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter 
(which  virtually  means  incorporation  by  the 
Crown)  and  adopt  that  of  a  body  incorporated 
under  the  Board  of  Trade. 

It  is  provided  for  in  the  Bill  that,  during  the 
first  three  years  after  it  becomes  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  no  nurse  who  is  fully  qualified 
will  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  in 
order  that  she  may  be  on  the  State  Register, 
and  therefore  the  argument  (which  we  have 
heard  quoted  as  being  used  by  people  who 
should  know  better)  that  nurses  ought  to  join 
the  College  of  Nursing,  or  they  may  find  them- 
selves permanently  outside  the  State  Register, 
falls  to  the  ground. 

We  may  add  that  repeatedly  it  has  been 
suggested,  and  this  before  the  College  of 
Nursing  was  even  thought  of,  that  if  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  would  only 
promise  that  being  on  its  Register  would  mean 
being  automatically  on  the  State  Register,  it 
would  greatly  increase  its  membership.  The 
reply  to  the  suggestion  was  that,  apart  from 
raising  perhaps  obstructive  controversy  on  the 
point  in  the  Central  Committee,  the  Associa- 
tion  would   be   taking   the   risk  of  having  to 


repudiate  the  undertaking.  Neither  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  nor  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Limited,  has  any  right  to  pledge 
Parliament.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  without 
enquiries  being  raised,  such  as  those  to  which 
we  referred,  and  the  propaganda  which  gives 
rise  to  them,  however  ignorant  and  well- 
intentioned  it  may  sometimes  b»,  is  much  to  be 
deprecated. 


LECTURE: 


LANDS    AND    PEOPLES    OF    THE    LOWER 
DANUBE. 

By  James  Berry,  F.R.C.S. 

When  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Arthur- 
of  Connaught  was  compe  led  to  cancel  her  engage- 
ment to  preside  at  Mr.  Berry's  lecture,  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  President  graciously  said  that  she 
would  try  so  to  arrange  her  engagements  that 
she  might  take  the  chair.  This,  however,  proved 
impossible,  and  Miss  Helen  Pearse  (Superin- 
tendent of  the  London  County  Council  School 
Nurses,  and  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  National  Union 
of  Trained  Nurses)  presided.  In  introducing  the 
lecturer,  she  referred  to  the  magnificent  work 
accomplished  in  the  lands  of  the  Lower  Danube 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  in  their  hospital  during 
the  war,  and  the  pleasure  which  it  gave  her 
to  have  the  privilege  of  presiding  at  Mr.  Berry's 
lecture. 

In  commencing,  Mr.  Berry  said  that,  if  anything 
could  console  him  for  Her  Royal  Highness  having 
found  it  impossible  to  take  the  chair,  it  was  that 
Miss  Pearse  should  preside .  She  had  been  one  of 
his  nv:rses  when  she  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  he  had  always  had  the  greatest 
admiration  and  "regard  for  her.  Mr.  Berry  had 
a  very  appreciative  and  a  large  audience,  and 
the  whole  lecture  was  illustrated  by  a  wonderful 
series  of  lantern  views.  The  first  of  those  was  a 
map,  showing  the  configuration  of  the  countries 
in  very  ancient  times  ;  then  came  one  which 
Mr.  Berry  described  as  showing  their  configuratioij 
at  a  comparatively  recent  date,  when  certain 
movements  of  the  earth  threw  up  the  Alps,  the 
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Carpathians,  the  Colswo!ds  and  other  naountains. 
At  one  time,  in  those  countries,  there  was  a  large 
inland  sea,  and,  on  the  map  showing  this,  Mr. 
Berry  pointed  out  a  little  river — the  baby  Danube. 
Next  appeared  \iews  of  the  ordinary  scenery  of 
the  lands,  of  prosperous  farms  that  existed  before 
the  war,  of  parts  of  the  beautiful  River  Danube 
celebrated  for  the  hot  mud  baths  which  were 
known  to  the  Romans  and  are  believed  to  have 
very  curative  effects  in  the  treatment  of  rheu- 
matism. 

Later,  there  was  a  line  old  ruined  castle,  of 
which  Mr.  Berry  related  a  gruesome  legend, 
which,  he  said,  was  probably  true  to  a  great 
extent.  A  lady  who  owned  the  castle,  about  the 
time  of  our  own  Queen  Elizabeth,  one  day  struck 
a  servant  maid  and  a  drop  of  blood  fell  on  her  arm. 
This  left  a  red  spot  on  her  skin,  as  blood  will  do 
if  left  on  for  a  certain  length  of  time.  The  lady 
was  consumed  with  a  great  desire  to  regain  the 
beauty,  for  which  she  had  been  famed  in  earlier 
years,  and,  on  showing  them  the  red  mark,  some 
of  her  ladies  toM  her  that  the  blood  of  young 
maidens  would  restore  this  beauty,  and  so  she 
killed  those  in  large  numbers.  They  were  invited 
to  the  castle,  and,  as  they  entered  it,  by  certain 
machinery  they  were  slain  as  they  crossed  the 
threshold.  It  is  said  that  some  two  hundred  young 
girls  lost  their  lives  in  this  way  in  this  great 
castle  up  in  the  mountains. 

Several  views  of  those  magnificent  mountains 
were  shown,  over  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  had 
gone  with  their  bicycles.  Houses  in  the  country 
were  verj'  quaintly  decorated  with  figures  on  their 
white  walls,  for  the  history  of  those  lands  has 
been  largely  preserved  by  their  ballads,  and  the 
heroes  of  those  are  painted  on  the  wa'ls  with 
their  names  beneath. 

A  beautiful  white  marble  church  of  the 
thirteenth  century  was  shown  with  its  wonderful 
carvings.  Scenes  on  the  Gorge  of  the  Danube 
were  particularly  interesting,  and  even  a  lantern 
view  of  the  narrow  road  cut  out  of  the  precipice, 
high  above  the  river,  almost  gave  one  a  sense  of 
giddiness.  Again,  on  another  slide  was  shown 
the  picture  of  a  road  cut  in  the  rock  by  engineers 
of  the  year  105  a. p.  Parts  of  it  are,  of  course, 
completely  worn  away  now. 

Mr.  Berry  referred  to  certain  problems  which 
would  arise  for  the  Peace  Conference,  Ov\-ing  to 
the  mixture  of  languages  in  those  countries  of  the 
lower  Danube,  and  told  an  incident  of  how,  in 
twenty  minutes,  he  asked  questions  of  different 
people  and  got  replies  in  four  different  languages. 
Although  they  all  lived  in  the  same  spot,  each 
knew  only  one  of  those  languages  sufficiently 
well  to  carry  on  a  conversation. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  two  distinct  types 
of  faces  among  the  dwellers  on  the  Roumanian 
frontier — the  Roumanian  and  the  Serb  type — 
the  one  long  and  thin,  the  other  round.  Later 
pictures  of  very  old  statues  were  put  on  the 
screen,  in  which  the  same  types  appeared. 

A  most  interesting  portion  of  the  lecture  was 
that    connected    with    the    fortified    churches    of 


Roumania.  Their  courtyards  were  shown,  with 
their  great  storehouses  for  provisions,  and  their 
towers,  from  one  of  each  of  which  a  hundred  men 
could  shoot  at  once. 

We  have  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  such  a  magnificent 
collection  of  slides  put  on  any  screen,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  lecture  Mr.  Bfrry  invited  his  audience 
to  £isk  questions,  an  invitation  promptly  taken 
advantage  of. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  delightful 
lecture  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Berry  on  the  motion 
of  Miss  Pearse. 


TEN    THOUSAND  YEARS    OF   CIVILIZATION. 

Lecture. 
We  remind  our  members  of  what  is  sure  to 
prove  one  of  the  most  popular  lectures  of  the 
series  now  being  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Corporation — that  by  Professor  Flinders  Petri  e 
on  "  Ten  Thousand  Years  of  Civilization."  It 
will  be  delivered  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  London,  n,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish 
Square  on  Thursday,  January  30th,  at  2.45  p.m. 
The  lecture  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

7  0  the  Seer  t  ry  R.B.N.A. 

Dear  Madam, — I  have  read  this  morning  the 
account  of  the  Conference  last  Saturday',  and  I 
think  the  papers  axe  just  splendid.  Women  who 
can  write  papers  such  as  those  are  quite  capable 
of  managing  their  own  affairs,  but  I  suppose  that 
is  just  the  reason  why  "  their  betters  "  object 
"to  their  being  allowed  to  do  so.  Could  you  not 
manage  to  have  a  conference  on  jwivate  nursing 
work.  The  time  is  come  when  we  private  nurses 
are  face  to  face  with  difficulties  which  have  never, 
to  anything  like  the  same  extent,  confronted  us 
before,  and  a  conference  like  that  held  last  Saturday 
might  help  to  get  us  more  into  line  with  each 
other.     Do  try  to  arrange  something. 


Yours,  &.C., 


M.  Nash. 


The  Executive  Committee  are  quite  in  agree- 
ment with  the  nurses  as  regards  the  value  of  such 
conferences  and  will  have  pleasure  in  arranging 
one  such  as  that  suggested  if  some  private  nurses 
wi  1  communicate  their  willingness  to  contribute 
short  papers. 


CHARTER  TEA. 

As  several  Members  have  asked  to  have  another 
Charter  Tea  it  has  been  arranged  that  it  shall 
take  place  at  10,  Orchard  Street,  on  Saturday, 
February  ist,  from  3.30  to  6  p.m.  All  trained 
nurses  are  cordially  invited. 

(Signed)     Isabel  M.acdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 

10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W.  i. 
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EDITH    CAVELL    HOME    OF    REST, 
RICHMOND. 

The  new  Edith  Cavell  Home  of  Rest  for  Nurses, 
which  was  opened  a  few  weeks  ago  at  Richmond, 
is  now  in  full  working  order.  It  is  situated  in 
Church  Road,  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of 
Richmond  Park.  A  fine  double-fronted  house 
has  been  secured  for  the  purpose  and,  through 
the  munificence  of  Colonel  Sir  Wyndham  and 
Lady  Wyndham  Murray  the  purchase  money  has 
been  forthcoming,  also  the  equipment  and  the 
total  working  expenses  for  the  first  year.  These 
generous  donors  have  not  done  their  work  of 
love  by  haVes.  The  house  has  been  furnished 
from  top  to  bottom  not  only  with  substantial 
comfort,  but  with  the  refined  taste  and  repose- 
fulness  that  one  expects  to  find  in  a  prosperous, 
well-appointed  private  dwelling.  The  waUs  of 
the  handsome  dining  room  are  decorated  with 
a  soft,  warm  shade  of  cream  which  harmonises 
charmingly  with  the  brown  panelling  and  the 
carved  oak  mantlepiece  and  imposing  side-board. 
The  floor  is  covered  with  most  delectable  Indian 
carpets  and  rugs,  the  soft  eastern  colouring  of 
which  adds  the  last  word  to  this  thoroughly 
attractive  apartmient.  The  double  drawing  room 
is  not  one  whit  behind  in  its  appointments  A  cosy 
Chesterfield,  deep  lounge  chairs  covered  with  gay 
rose-patterned  cretonne  were,  on  the  occasion  of 
our  visit,  drawn  up  before  a  blazing  fire  and  were 
occupied  by  guests  who  apparently  were  fully 
appreciating  the  goods  the  gods  had  provided. 
A  cabinet  in  this  room  contained  some  beautiful 
specimens  of  old  Chelsea  china, 'and  the  patron 
Saint  of  the  Home — a  small  statuette  of  St. 
Cecilia,  by  Mrs.  "Watt — Cecilia  being  the  first 
name  of  Lady  Wyndham  Murray. 

Each  guest  has  a  room  to  herself.  This  does 
not  imply  just  a  spot  that  she  can  call  her  owti 
for  the  time  being,  but  a  really  spacious  room 
containing  everything  that  a  pretty,  comfortable 
bedroom  should,  and,  joy  to  tired  nurses,  breakfast 
is  served  in  bed. 

Fortunate  indeed,  are  the  nurses  who  find 
themselves  invited  to  spend  a  few  weeks  in  so 
charming  an  environment. 

But  a  house,  however  desirable,  would  prove 
a  dead  sea  apple  unless  the  hostess  was  in  harmony 
with  her  surroundings  and,  above  all,  with  her 
guests.  We  are  not  merely  guessing  when  we 
say  that  in  Miss  Margaret  Carruthers  the  com- 
mittee have  chosen  both  wisely  and  well.  Her 
popularity  in  her  late  position  as  matron  of  the 
Kensington  Children's  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
was  shown  by  the  many  valuable  gifts  that  she 
received  on  her  retirement,  and  in  her  charming 
sitting  room  at  the  Edith  Cavell  Home  we  were 
shown  the  beautiful  silver  bowl  that  was  pre- 
sented to  her  by  H.R.H.  the  I^rincess  Louise, 
together  with  her  photograph. 
'  A  Home  opened  under  such  exceptionally 
advantageous  circumstances  is  bound  to  be  the 
success  that  we  confidently  predict  for  it. 

H.  H. 


The  suggestion  is  being  made  that  the  bodies  of 
Nurse  Cavell  and  Captain  Fryatt  should  be 
brought  to  England  on  board  the  Vindictive. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

Miss  Margaret  Carruthers,  who  recently  resigned 
the  Matronship  of  the  Kensington  Children's  Hos- 
pital and  Dispensary,  was  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  last  week,  when  she  was 
presented  with  a  cheque  as  a  mark  of  appreciation 
of  her  fourteen  and  a-half  years'  service  as  Matron. 
Mr.  Frank  Mellor,  who  had  organised  the  gift, 
subscribed  for  by  members  of  the  Committee 
and  Governors,  made  the  presentation,  and  con- 
veyed to  Miss  Carruthers  their  appreciation  of  her 
work  and  their  regret  at  losing  her  services. 

Miss  Carruthers  had  previously  been  the  re- 
cipient of  a  lovely  silver  bowl,  and  framed  photo- 
graph, from  H.R.H.  Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of 
Argyll,  the  Patroness  and  President  of  the  Hos- 
pital, and  of  a  black  Wedgewood  bowl  from  the 
Nursing  Staff. 

She  has  now  £is  we  report  above  taken  up  her 
new  work  at  the  Edith  Cavell  Home  at  Richmond. 


At  the  Newtown  War  Hospital  recently, 
Sister  McCreath,  who  has  been  Sister-in-Charge 
of  the  hospital  since  it  was  opened  in  191 7-  was 
presented  with  a  silver  tea  service  by  past  and 
present  patients.  The  presentation  was  made  by 
Sergeant  Thompson,  and  in^  acknowledging  the 
gift  Sister  McCreath  said  it  would  remind  her  of 
some  of  the  happiest  months  of  her  life. 


"  A  MEDIUM  OF  MISREPRESENTATION." 

Miss  Gertrude  Cowl  in,  organising  secretary  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  a  letter  in  the 
December  number  of  the  South  African  Nursing 
Record,  in  reply  to  one  previously  published  from 
Miss  B.  Kent,  in  which  she  rnakes  untrue  state- 
ments concerning  the  criticism  in  this  country,  of 
the  College  Constitution  and  the  policy  of  its 
supporters,  in  their  attitude  to  the  organised 
Nurses'  Societies  composed  of  pioneer  State 
Registrationists. 

Miss  Cowlin  invites  South  African  nurses  to 
investigate  the  matter  for  themselves,  and  straight- 
way leads  them  astray.  Miss  Co/srlin  would  have 
South  African  nurses  ask  why  "  the  leading 
matrons  of  our  training  schools  in  London  and  the 
Pro\inces,  supported  by  ten  thousand  nurses,  are 
behind  thu  College  if  it  i:5a.s  your  Journal  suggests 
— an  incomplete  and  inadequate  measure." 

This  conundrum  is  not  difficult  of  solution. 
ReaHse  that  the  majority  of  these  matrons 
opposed  for  years  the  demand  of  trained  nurses 
for  State  Registration,  and  terrorised  their 
subordinates  on  the  question.  Why  ?  Because 
their  Committees  opposed  a  reform  which  would 
emancipate  trained  nurses  and  help  to  make  them 
independent,  and  it  was  to  the  self-interest  of 
these  matrons  to  support  the  Committees.  Did 
they  not  sign  innumerable  manifestoes  in  which 
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they  stated,  "  We  believe  that  any  system  of  State 
Registration  would  be  detrimental  to  the  Public, 
and  harmful  to  the  best  nurses  themselves "! 
And  further  "  A  State  Register  of  Nurses  far  from 
being  a  security  to  the  public,  would  be  an  actual 
source  of  danger." 

And  it  is  at  the  dictation  of  their  Committees 
that  they  now  support  the  policy  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd. — ratting  without  a  blush  on  the 
principle  of  State  Registration  if  controlled  by  the 
Nursing  Schools— -with  themselves  in  power. 

And  the  io,ooo  nurses  "  ]3ehind  the  College." 
Like  a  flock  of  sheep,  thousands  of  these  nurses 
have  joined  the  College,  urged,  if  not  coerced, 
by  their  matrons  to  do  so — never  having  read, 
or  even  seen,  the  dangerous  Constitution  to  which 
they  have  subscribed. 

Miss  Cowlin  lays  stress  in  her  letter  on  the  fact 
that  "  there  are  upon  the  Council  of  the  College 
22  trained  nursea."  The  fact  is  that  there  are 
22  matrons  on  the  Council,  and  not  one  independent 
nurse,  and  when  one-third  of  these  nominated 
potentates  were  timed  to  retire,  no  one  of  them 
did  so  to  make  room  for  independent  opinion — 
all  sought  re-election  1  Thus  "  the  22  trained 
nurses "  are  under  lay  control,  and  represent 
their  hospital  Committees,  and  not  "  trained 
nurses." 

Again,  Miss  Cowlin  misleads  her  readers  when 
she  states  that  "  With  reference  to  the  College  in 
relation  to  the  already  organised  Nurse  Societies, 
directly  the  College  decided  to  stand  for  State 
Registration,  it  appealed  to  the  Central  Committee 
for  State  Registration  with  a  view  to  drawing 
up  an  agieed  Bill,  it  is  still  negotiating  with  this 
Society  with  the  same  object  in  view." 

The' College  did  no  such  thing.  The  company 
of  laymen  who  promoted  it,  actually  made  the 
suggestion  that  the  nursing  profession  in  this 
country  should  be  organised  through  a  voluntary 
system  of  registration  under  its  lay  control — a 
system  turned  down  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  as 
obsolete  by  the  Nurses'  self-governing  societies. 

Then  these  Dillys  and  Dallys  adopted  State 
Registration  as  a  plank  in  their  determined  policy 
to'^control  the  nursing  profession,  and  it  was  the 
CCTitral  Committee  which  took  steps  to  elicit 
information  from  the  College,  and  for  two  years, 
with  the  utmost  patience,  attempted  to  draft 
an  agreed  Bill.  An  attempt  hopeless  from  the 
first,  as  the  anti-registration  promoters  of  the 
College  movemert  are  no  more  in  favour  of  self- 
government  for  the  nursing  profession,  through 
an  independent  Governing  Body  appointed  by  the 
State,  than  they  were  in  the  obstructive  period  of 
their  opposition. 

The>Jundamental  principle  of  the  College 
Companv  is  to  control,  not  only  the  educational, 
but  the  economic  status  of  trained  nurses,  through 
a  powerful  lay  Executive,  and  a  Governing  Body 
argely  composed  of,  and  financially  controlled  by, 
hospital  officia's,  and  to  secure  a  supply  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  of  cheap  nursing  labour. 
Ultimately  it  will  be  on  this  labour  ticket  that  the 
Iquestion  of  Nurses'  Registration  must  be  fought 


out  in  Parliament.  "  Fine  words  butter  no 
parsnips." 

Miss  Cowlin,  of  ''ourse,  supports  the  Charity 
appeal  for  the  organisation  of  the  profession, 
to  be  extracted  from  the  public  by  means  most 
reprehensible,  in  our  opinion,  and  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  a  self-elected  committee  of  actresses  and 
other  ladies  with  social  ambitions  !  A  thoroughly 
unsound  and  very  demoralising  basis  on  which  to 
found  any  profession — and  especially  so  for  that 
of  Nursing 

Then,  further,  Miss  Cowlin  stigmatises  the 
expert  and  irrefutable  criticism  of  the  College 
policy  as  "  misrepresentation  "  in  the  following 
paragraph  :  "  The  College,"  she  writes,  "  has  been 
subjected  to  citicism  and  attack  by  the  older 
societies  through  a  medium  of  misrepresentation," 
but  she  does  not  support  her  statement  with 
proof.  As  presumably  from  the  purport  of  her 
letter  to  the  South  African  Nursing  Record  Miss 
Cowlin  is  a  past-mistress  in  the  art,  we  may  leave 
it  at  that. 

By  this  time  the  nurses  of  South  Africa  have 
had  time  to  digest  the  fact  that  in  raking  in  the 
"  tainted  "  cash  from  such  devious  sources  as  the 
now  notorious  Victory  Ball,  both  the  Committee 
of  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  and  the  Council 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  have  offered  a 
cruel  affront  to  the  sensibilities  of  trained  nurses 
throughout  the  \vorld — although,  apparently.  Miss 
Cowlin  has  no  hesitation  in  drawing  her  by  no 
means  inconsiderable  salary  from  such  a  source. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  Editor  of  the 
South  African  Nursing  Record  repeats  his  expres- 
sion of  opinion  t-hat  "  the  College  Bill  is  imsatis- 
factory  from  a  nurses'  point  of  view." 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON, 

General  Infirmary,  Stockport.  —  Miss  Florence 
Goodacre  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  and 
the  Leicester  Isolation  Hospital,  and  held  the 
position  of  Sister  in  the  former  institution,  and  of 
Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston. 
She  has  had  experience  of  active  service  as  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service, 
and  is  a  certificated  Masseuse.     (I.S.T.M.) 

Village  Hospital,  Dunster.— Miss  Lily  Turner 
has  been  appointed  Nurse  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  General  Hospital,  Bridgwater,  where 
she  has  held  the  position. of  Sister.  She  has  a'.so 
been  staff  nurse  at  the  Chiswick  Hospital,  and  has 
had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

QUETEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss   Janet   Gibb  is  appointed  to   Irlam  and 
Cadishead  ;    Miss  Florence  Hemming,  to   Bootle  ; 
Miss  Nora  O'Connell,  to  Bootle  ;  and  Mrs.  Lydia  A. 
Palmer,    to   Brislington. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

Princess  Alice,  Countess  of  Athlone,  is 
making  a  great  effort  to  enable  the  Board  of 
the  Middlesex  Hospital  to  provide  a  suitable 
Nurses'  Home — the  King's  Hospital  Fund 
having  drawn  the  attention  of  the  authorities 
to  the  urgency  x)f  the  need — and  recently  visited 
the  hospital  to  promote  this  object.  It  is 
hoped  to  raise  ;£5o,ooo,  and  to  provide  a 
separate  bedroom  for  each  of  the  30  Sisters 
and  170  Nurses. 

We  are  always  glad  to  hear  of  gifts  to 
district  nursing  associations,  and  note  with 
pleasure  that  Mr.  Peter  M'Phail,  Craigmillar 
Park,  Edinburgh,  has  given  ;£2,ooo  to  Ken- 
more  District  Nursing  Association  as  a  nurse 
endowment  fund,  in  memory  of  his  son. 
Captain  Stewart  M'Phail,  who  recently  died 
from  pneumonia  at  Winchester. 


A  Nursing  Association  is  being  formed  in 
Bexhill  to  organize  the  district  nursing  on  a 
wider  basis  than  that  which  has  been  carried 
out  through  the  St.  Barnabas  and  St.  Paul 
Nursing  Associations.  It  is  proposed  to 
affiliate  the  new  association  with  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  and 
the  East  Sussex  County  Nursing  Association, 
and  to  undertake  the  nursing  afid  health  work 
contemplated  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act,  191 8,  and  thus  reap  the  benefit 
of  a  Treasury  grant.  A  committee  has  been 
formed  representative  of  nearly  every  public 
body  in  the  town. 


We  learn  that  Miss  Liickes,  of  the  London 
Hospital,  has  been  seriously  ill  for  some  time, 
and  unfit  for  duty,  but  naturally,  after  her  long 
term  of  office,  she  prefers  not  to  resign. 

Since  her  attack  on  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  Miss  Liickes,  lil  e  lesser  mortals,  has  had 
to  run  the  gauntlet  of  its  influential  supporters, 
who  are  determined,  now  they  have  got 
Charing  Cross  Hospital  in  tow,  to  include  the 
London  as  supporting  their  particular  form  of 
State  Registration  for  nurses. 

As  this  policy  practically  provides  for  the 
control  of  the  Nursing  Profession  by  the  lay 
committees  of  the  Training  Schools,  through 
their  salaried  officials,  the  Matrons  and  Secre- 
taries, and  the  Hon.  Medical  Staff's,  there 
appears  no  valid  reason  for  the  London  to  stand 
out ;  its  nurses  would  have  no  more  freedom  of 
action  than  they  have  at  present.  The  College 
Council    made    a    special    class    in    which    to 


register  them  as  two  years'  certificated  nurses, 
and  thus  supported  the  indefensible  system  of 
exploitation  as  private  nurses  after  two  years 
only  in  the  wards.  How  about  the  democratic 
constitution  of  the  College  one  hears  so  much 
about?  Anyway,  London  Hcpital  nurses  have 
nothing  to  thank  it  for.  We  wonder  what  will 
happen  when  the  members  of  the  "  private 
staffs  "  utilised  for  profit  by  the  large  training 
schools  like  the  "  London  "  and  the  Royal 
Infirmaries  of  Manchester  and  Liverpool  are 
represented  on  the  College  Council,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  and  venture  to  move  that  "  pro- 
fiteering "  by  their  hospital  Committees  be  put 
an  end  to.  How  will  the  Matrons  vote?  In 
support  of  sweating,  as  they  have  done  in  the 
past,  or  in  support  of  just  conditions  for  the 
nurses?  We  hope  reporters  will  be  admitted  if 
ever  such  live  questions  are  on  the  tapis  ! 


A  RECORD  OF  CONTINUED  SUCCESS. 

Sir  Jesse  Boot  presided  over  the  twenty-sixth 
ordinary  general  meeting  of  Boots'  Cash  Chemists 
(Eastern),  Ltd.,  at  the  Midland  Grand  Hotel, 
St.  Pancras,  last  week,  when  a  most  interesting 
report  was  presented  showing  a  strikingly  success- 
ful and  useful  year's  work. 

The  chairman  paid  a  warm  tribute  to  the  work 
of  the  late  Col.  E.  F.  Harrison,  Controller  of  the 
Chemical  Welfare  Department.  The  war  work 
performed  by  the  parent  company — Boots'  Pure 
Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  was,  he  said,  a  class  of  work 
which,  by  God's  grace,  they  would  never  again  be 
called  upon  to  undertake,  but  he  was  proud  of 
the  help  they  had  been  able  to  give  the  medical 
man  and  the  pharmacist. 

But  for  the  knowledge  and  skill  of  Colonel 
Harrison  and  his  unremitting  devotion  to  duty, 
the  courage  and  mettle  of  our  youth  might  have 
been  in  vain  when  the  inhuman  use  of  poison 
gas  was  made.  Colonel  Harrison  visited  their 
estabHshment  at  Nottingham,  and  its  resources 
and  assistance  were  f>"eely  placed  at  his  service. 
He  collaborated  with  the  research  staff.  Science 
was  pitted  against  diabolism,  and  science  won. 
The  box  respirator,  furnished  with  the  chemical 
product  which  was  the  result  of  their  research, 
was  completely  successful  in  beating  the  poison 
gases. 

During  the  last  nine  months  of  the  war,  the 
work  of  filling  the  respirators  was  carried  on  at 
cost  price,  without  a  penny  of  profit.  He  knew 
the  shareholders  would  commend  this  and  be 
gratified  at  the  handsome  letter  of  acknowledge- 
ment they  had  received  from  the  Chemical  Welfare 
Department.  Warm  testimony  was  paid  to  the 
value  of  Lady  Boot's  work  for  the  company,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


It  has  been  decided  at  the  British  Home  and 
Hospital  for  Incurables,  Streatham,  S.W.,  to 
adopt  an  eight-hour  day  for  the  nurses.  « 
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I  'Mustard  Gas' 

Burns 

I  A   NEW  TREATMENT 

1  HAVING  REMARKABLE  RESULTS  IN  HOSPITALS. 


'Mustard  Gas*  Burns  should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Chlorcosane  Solution  of 
Dichloramine-T  5%.  Then  apply  to  the  bums  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin'  to  form  a 
wax  covering.  On  this  wax  covering  quickly  place  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  wool. 
Afterwards  cover  the  cotton  wool  with  more  melted  'No.  7  Paraffin,*  giving 
special  attention  to  the  edges  to  ensure  an  air-tight  dressing. 

Relief  from  pain  is  assured  from  the  first  application 
of  this  treatment,  and  complete  recovery  is  effected 
more  quickly  than  by  any  other  treatment. 

'No.  7  Paraffin*  is  the  name  adopted  by  the  Army  Medical  Service  for  a 
preparation  containing  Beta  Naphthol,  Oleum  Eucal3TDti,  Paraffinum  Molle, 
Paraffinum  Durum,  and  Oleum  Olivae.  The  word  'BURNOL'is  the  trade  mark 
for  a  standardised  preparation  of  'No.  7  Paraffin'  prepared  under  analytical 
control  in  the  laboratories  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Company  Limited,  Nottingham. 

Chlorcosane  Solution  of  Dichloramine-T,  in  bottles, 

price  4/-  and  12/-,  post  pai^. 
Special  Spray  for  the  purpose       ...         ...         ...      price  6/6  extra,  post  paid. 

Burnol  ('No.  7  Paraffin*)  in  4oz.  cakes     ...     price  9/-  per  dozen,  post  paid. 

LARGE  STOCKS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 


BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  COMPANY  LIMITED 

Head  Oi'fices:   Station  Street.  NOTTINGHAM.      ::      SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  Managing  Director. 
Telegrams:   DRVQ,  NOTTINGHAM. TeUphont:   3160  Nottingham. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"  THE     YOUNG     DIANA."  * 

Diana  May  was  forty  years  old.  She  had  grown 
to  that  unromantic  age  under  her  father's  roof-tree. 
She  had  been  the  bitterest  disappointment  to  her 
vulgar  father  and  mother.  And  yet,  when  at 
eighteen  she  came  out,  she  was  a  graceful,  pretty 
girl  of  the  freshest  type  of  English  beauty.  A 
love  affair  extending  over  seven  years  had  ended 
disastrously  for  Diana,  for  her  lover  jilted  her  at 
the  end  of  her  patient  waiting. 

Diana,  being  of  an  affectionate  and  human 
disposition,  felt  keenly  the  indifference,  alniost 
bordering  on  hostility  of  "  Pa  and  Ma,"  and  was 
hurt  to  the  quick  at  their  allusions  to  her  matri- 
monial failure.  She  decided  at  this  juncture  that, 
as  she  seemed  in  no  way  necessary  to  anyone's 
happiness,  she  might  as  well  be  free  to  live  her 
own  life.  With  this  object  in  view,  she  went  to 
her  morning  swim  one  day  and  did  not  return. 
All,  apparently,  that  was  left  of  her  was  a  neat 
pile  of  clothes  on  the  rocks.  "  Pa  and  Ma  "  wept 
crocodile  tears,  and  Diana  threw  ofi  their  oppres- 
sive yoke  for  good  and  all. 

She  answered  an  advertisement  of  a  Dr. 
Demetrius,  in  Geneva,  who  appealed  to  any 
"  woman  alone  in  the  world  without  claim  on  her 
time  or  affections  to  assist  a  scientist  in  a  very 
important  and  difficult  work,  which  requires  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  a  courageous  and 
determined  woman  of  mature  years."  The  adver- 
tisement cannot  be  answered  by  letter  and  the 
applicant  is  required  to  present  herself  person- 
ally and  alone.  Accordingly,  Diana  set  out  for 
Switzerland  to  interview  this  mysterious  person. 
She  found  Demetrius  to  be  a  man  of  wealth  and 
living  in  luxurious  surroundings.  He  bound  her 
to  secrecy  and  to  assist  him  in  certain  problems,  of 
chemistry  '  which  may  cost  you  your  very  life  !  " 
In  return  for  these  services  she  was  to  receive 
a  munificent  salary.  In  this  strange  household 
she  was  chaperoned  by  Dr. Demetrius'  old  mother. 
She  filled  her  obligations  without  question 
and  drank  the  "  drop  "  of  liquid  fire,  which  her 
master  prescribed  for  her,^  without  any  clue  to  the 
efEect  it  would  have  upon  her. 

She  describes  the  efEect  afterwards  : 
"  I  feel  as  happy  as  a  schoolgirl  out  for  her 
first   holiday.     That's   rather   an   odd    sensation 
for  a  woman  of  mature  years  !     Oh,  I  know  what 
it  is.     It's  the  globule." 

She  laughed  and  clapped  her  hands. 
"  That's  it !  Doctor,  you  may  thank  your 
stars  that  your  first  test  has  succeeded.  Here  I 
am  living  !  And  something  is  dancing  about  in 
my  veins  like  a  new  sort  of  air  and  a  new  sort 
of  sunshine.     It's  a  lovely  feeling  !  " 

But  Demetrius  had  still  further  experiments 
to  make  before  he  brought  his  handiwork  to 
perfection.  His  last  potion  rendered  Diana 
unconscious  for  some  days,  during  which  period 
she  was  suspended  in  mid-air  over  a  mysterious 

*  By  Marie  Corelli.     London  :  Hutchinson  &  Co. 


pool  and  under  a  revolving  wheel  of  fire.  These 
uncanny  arrangements  are  certainly  a  tribute  to 
Miss  Corelli's  powers  of  imagination. 

Out  of  her  long  slumber  Diana  awoke  a  radiant 
perfect  being.  "  She  was  bodily,  if  not  mentally 
a  mere  slip  of  a  girl,  slender  as  a  rod,  fair  as  a  lily, 
radiating  in  every  expression  and  movement  with 
an  altogether  extraordinary  beauty." 

Old  Madame  Demetrius  strikes  the  right  note 
at  the  sight  of  the  rejuvenated  Diana,  to  whom 
she  had  become  much  attached. 

"  Do  not  touch  me,  please,"  she  said,  in  feeble 
quavering  tones.  "I  was  prepared  for  much— 
but  not  this — this  is  the  devil's  work.  Oh,  my 
son,  my  son  !  No,  no  !  "  This,  as  Diana,  with 
her  beautiful  smile  of  uplifted  sweetness  and 
tolerance  strove  to  speak  :  "  Nothing  you  can  say 
can  alter  it.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a  thing 
could  be  done  without  rebellion  against  the  law 
of  God." 

Diana  decides  then  to  leave  Demetrius'  roof 
at  once,  as  her  contract  with  him  had  been  fulfilled. 
She  visits  her  parents  and  friends,  but  they  regard 
her  as  a  lunatic,  and  very  naturally  refuse  to 
believe  her  identity.  She  has  the  satisfaction 
of  revenging  herself  on  her  old  lover,  who  is 
passionately  attracted  by  her  radiant  appearance. 
She  mocks  him' — "  Yes,  the  poor  '  old  '  Diana  had 
feelings  and  emotions,  but  the  '  young  '  Diana  has 
none." 

This  is  an  undoubtedly  clever  and  original 
book.  The  psychology  of  the  woman  after  her 
rejuvenescence  would  have  been  more  interesting 
if  it  had  been  treated  in  a  more  subtle  and  less 
hopelessly  vulgar  manner.  Miss  Corelli's  admirers 
should  be  satisfied  with  this  latest  production  of 
her  pen,  as  it  will  certainly  rank  among  the  notable 
of  her  novels.  H    H. 

■  »  ■ 

COMING  EVENTS. 

January  2^th. — ^Matrons'  Council.  Annual 
Meeting  and  Reception,  Medical  Society's  Rooms, 
n,  Chandos  Street,  W.     3  p.m. 

January  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion. Lecture  :  "  Ten  Thousand  Years  of  Civilisa- 
tion." By  Professor  Flinders  Petrie.  (This 
lecture  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  lantern  slides.) 
Medical  Society's  Rooms,  11,  Chandos  Street,  W. 
2.45  p.m. 

January  31st. — St.  John's  House  League  of 
Nurses.  General  Meeting.  12,  Queen  Square, 
Bloomsbury.     3  p.m. 

Central  Mid  wives  Board. 
England. 

January  23rd. — ^Penal  Cases,  10.30  a.m. 
Monthly  Meeting,  3.30  p.m.  (at  conclusion  of 
Standing  Committee),  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.  i. 

February  4th. — Examinations,  London,  Birming- 
ham,  Bristol,    Leeds    and    Liverpool.     The  Oral 
Examination  follows  in  a  few  days'  time. 
Scotland. 

January  2yth. — Examination,  qualifying  for 
admission  to  the  Midwives  Roll  for  Scotland, 
Edinbur  gh,  Glasgow,  Dundee  and  Aberdeen. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

COERCION     IN     THE     NURSE 
TRAINING    SCHOOLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Joui^nal  of  Nursing, 
Dear  Madam, — I  have  lately  heard  that  the 
Matron  of  our  hospital  (Guy's)  was  asked  to  allow 
members  of  the  R.B.N.A.  and  the  N.U.T.N.  to  go 
to  Guy's  and  speak  to  the  nurses.  The  reply  was 
"that  nurses  had  plenty  to  do  during  their  training 
without  being  worried  with  nursing  politics." 
Personally,  I  fee',  as  we  are  grown  women,  we 
should  be  allowed  to  decide  that  point  for  our- 
selves ;  but  the  inconsistency  of  the  contention 
will  strike  you  when  I  tell  you  that  I  have  just 
finished  tra.ining,  and  Miss  Hogg,  the  Matron,  was 
very  keen  on  my  joining  the  College  of  Nursing. 

If  we  are  not  to  hear  about  nursing  politics  while 
training,  we  should  not  be  asked  to  join  the 
College — which  I  now  learn  is  a  lay  limited 
liability  Company — ^when  we  finish. 

I  write  this  to  warn  other  nurses,  and  I  think 
the  public  should  learn  of  the  pressure  put  on 
nurses.  If  the  public  subscribe  to  hospitals  they 
should  see  we  have  a  right  to  use  our  recreation 
rooms  as  we  wish ,  and  hear  whom  we  wish  in  them. 

Yours  truly, 
A  Guy's  Trained  Nurse. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  read  the  "  leaflet  "  you  gave 
me  on  the  College  of  Nursing  Constitution.  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  have  joined  if  T  had  known  the 
Council  could  remove  my  name  from  its  Register, 
without  a  chance  of  defending  myself.  That 
appears  quite  unsafe  for  a  poor  nurse  ;  and  I  think 
my  Matron,  Miss  Crookenden,  of  Addenbrook'e's 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  should  have  told  us  this 
when  urging  us  to  join.  What  she  said  was,  "  You 
had  better  join  at  once,  as  you  will  have  to  join 
later — and  then  you  will  hav^e  to  pass  an  examina- 
tion." As  I  had  just  passed  an  examination  and 
got  my  certificate  of  course  I  did  not  want  to  pass 
another.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Form  I  signed 
about  being  turned  out  without  an  appeal;  but  you 
know  what  young  nurses  are — if  the  Matron 
advises  them  to  do  things  they  do  them.  We  really 
had  very  little  information  before  us  at  Cambridge, 
but  we  reaUsed  we  were  meant  to  join  the  College, 
so  we  did  so.  I  see  now  we  ought  to  enquire  more 
about  things  for  others  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Yours  sincerely, 
"  Cert.  Addenbrooke's." 

[This  statement  that  an  examination  will  be 
compulsory  for  State  Registration  for  certificated 
practising  nurses  is  one  several  College  Matrons 
make  to  their  nurses  when  urging  them  to  join. 


It  is,  and  they  know  it  is,  untrue.  Even  the 
College  Bill  provides  for  a  three  years'  term  of 
grace,  before  nurses  must  conform  to  a  prescribed 
curriculum  ;  and  as  for  an  examination  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  as  it  is  only  a  voluntary 
body,  its  certificate  gives  no  professional  status, 
and  to  urge  nurs*s  to  join  under  any  such  threat 
is  quite  unjustifiable  upon  the  part  of  any  matron. 
—Ed.] 

A     PROTEST     AGAINST    CHARITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Five  M/c.  nurses  distributed 
handbills  outside  the  Free  Trade  HaU  last  Friday, 
the  17th  inst.,  whilst  "The  Victory  Ball," 
in  aid  of  "  The  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses,"  was 
in  progress.  The  object  of  the  bills  was  to  protest 
against  the  whole  scheme  promoted  by  the 
"  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,"  which  is  calculated 
to  keep  nurses  in  subjection. 

Crowds  of  people  surrounded  the  carriages  as 
they  lined  up  at  the  curb,  but  where  the  nurse 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  open  the  carriage 
door  and  offer  a  bill  to  our  patrons  the  people 
cheerfully  assisted.  Several  men  in  the  crowd 
asked  for  further  particulars.  They  likened  the 
Nurses'  Union  to  their  own  trades  union,  and 
understood.  Oue  man  mounted  a  few  steps  and 
called  out,  "  Get  hold  of  these  bills  and  read 
them  and  then  pass  them  to  the  jokers  in  the 
carriages  !" 

Now  and  then  a  jarring  note  wais  felt.  "  King 
Charles  the  Second  "  refused  even  to  accept  a 
bill.  How  unlike  that  gallant  king  !  The  incon- 
gruity of  it  struck  one  forcibly. 

Two  other  pretty  men  scowled  as  soon  as  they 
saw  the  uniform  which  denotes  merely  a  "trained" 
nurse  at  most.  Maybe  they  resented  such  signs  of 
energy  in  people  chosen  for  their  bountiful 
though  ceremonious  charity. 

An  amusing  incident  occurred  when  two  V.A.D. 
nurses  appeared  on  the  scene.  After  refusing  to 
take  a  bill  one  of  them  remarked,  "  They  are  not 
nurses  at  all ;  they  are  just  dressed  up  as  nurses." 
She  would  knov/,  of  course.  At  least,  she  seemed 
to  know  that  such  a  thing  was  possible  with  a 
"  trained  "     nurse's    uniform. 

On  the  whole,  great  courtesy  wfis  shown  to  the 
nurses. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Theresa  McGrath, 

Hon.   Secretary   National 

Union  of  Trained  Nurses 

[Manchester  Branch). 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTION. 

February  ist. — What  do  you  know  of  the  causes 
of  tetanus  in  war,  of  precautions  for  its  prevention, 
and  of  its  treatment  and  nursing? 

February  St/i.— What  are  the  principal  results  of 
injuries  to  the  spine?  In  what  classes  of  cases  are 
operations  usually  performed?  How  would  you 
nurse  such  a  case  after  operation  ? 
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THe   Midw^ife. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

The  Finance  Committee,  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee and  Midwives  Act  Committee  have  con- 
curred in  recommending  to  the  London  County 
Council  "  that  the  whole  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  by 
the  Council  under  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  and 
191 8,  should  be  a  lowed  to  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  grant  from  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
one-half  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  respect 
of  maternity  and  child-welfare,  and  that  represen- 
tations be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
accordingly." 

The  recommendation  is  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  expenditure  which  will  faU  upon  the 
Council  as  a  result  of  the  basis  of  apportionment 
under  Section  2  of  the  Midwives  Act  among  the 
various  local  authorities  on  the  basis  of  population 
instead  of  according  to  the  nvimber  of  midwives 
who  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise, 
and  of  the  further  expenditure  imposed  on  the 
local  authorities  by  the  Act  of  191 8. 

THE  MIDWIFE  AND  HER  FEES. 

The  national  conscience  is  at  last  aroused 
concerning  the  welfare  of  mothers  and  infants, 
mainly,  it  must  be  owned,  as  a  matter  of  sell 
preservation  ;  still,  from  whatever  cause  arising, 
there  is  a  prospect  that  the  State  will  concern 
itself  with  the  welfare  of  the  mother — expectant, 
parturient,  and  convalescent — as  never  before, 
and  that  her  baby  will  a' so  come  in  for  a  share  of 
attention. 

Thus  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  midwife  and 
her  work  are  receiving  more  consideration  than 
hitherto.  The  day  may  even  come  when  a  mid- 
wife may  command  a  fee  upon  which  she  can 
live  without  being  grossly  overworked.  At  present 
it  has  only  dawned,  but  there  are  signs  that  the 
average  fee  which  she  can  command  will  be  from 
2is.  to  25s.  a  case  if  she  undertakes  ante-natal 
work,  and  visits  her  patient  periodicaUy  before 
confinement. 

Even  that  fee  cannot  be  considered  princely. 
Let  us,  for  the  moment,  leave  out  the  consideration 
of  the  ante-natal  period,  and  restrict  ourselves  to 
what  a  writer  in  this  Journal  recently  described 
as  the  "  sacred  ten  days."  Supposing  that  she 
gets  the  sum  of  £1  is.  per  case.  For  this  she  has 
to  hold -herself  in  readiness  to  attend  the  patient 
^^^henever  she  may  require  her,  whatever  the  hour 
of  the  night  or  day  and  whatever  the  weather. 
The  element  of  uncertainty  as  to  when  she  will 
be  needed  may  keep  her  near  home  for  a  month  or 
more  in  readiness  to  respond  to  the  ca'l  when 
it  comes.  When  it  does  come  every  mental  and 
physical  power  she  possesses  may  be  taxed  to 
render  the  necessary  assistance.  For  the  critical 
ten  days  following  delivery  she  must  treat  both 
mother  and  child  when  a  doctor  is  not  in  attend- 


ance, and  that  is  in  95  per  cent,  of  her  cases. 
The  midwife  cannot  be  said  to  be  overpaid  by  a 
fee  of  £1  IS.,  which  works  out  at  2s.  per  daily 
visit,  of  an  hour's  duration  or  over  for  the  most 
part,  with  an  extra  shilling  for  the  confinement. 

If  midwifery  cannot  afford  a  better  outlook 
than  this,  even  under  a  revised  scale  of  fees,  can 
we  wonder  that  there  is  a  dearth  of  midwives  ? 


A  MATERNITY  HOME    FOR   PLYMOUTH. 

At  the  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Three 
Towns  Nursing  Association,  held  in  the  Lockyer 
HaU,  Plymouth,  on  Januar)'  15th,  the  Executive 
Committee  reported  that  in  consequence  of  reports 
received  from  time  to  time  of  the  conditions  of 
the  overcrowding  in  Plymouth,  conditions  almost 
impossible  for  expectant  mothers,  this  com- 
mittee resolved  to  purchase  a  house  for  a  Maternity 
Home.  The  chairman  (Dr.  Clay)  issued  a  per- 
sonal appeal  and  there  was  a  splendid  response. 
The  committee  confidently  appealed  to  the 
public  to  support  this  important  work,  which 
not  only  included  nursing  the  sick  poor,  but 
it  also  trained  nurses  to  be  sent  into  outlying 
districts  far  removed  from  medical  or  other  skilled 
help. 

We  commend  the  report  as  to  overcrowding 
to  the  attention  of  local  authorities  in  Plymouth. 


TREATMENT  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

In  an  account  of  the  treatment  of  premature 
babies  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Hospital, 
it  is  stated,  says  The  Canadian  Nurse,  that 
incubators  were  not  used.  Instead,  the  babies, 
clad  in  flannel  hoods  and  capes,  were  kept  in 
blanket-lined  clothes-baskets  containing  hot-water 
bottles.  The  temperature  of  the  beds  were 
charted  and  kept  between  85  degs.  and  90  degs. 
F.  Only  three  out  of  fifteen  babies  required 
hot-water  bags  longer  than  a  month.  One  needed 
artificial  heat  until  72  days  old. 


THE    ROYAL   SANITARY    INSTITUTE. 

A  Course  of.  Lectures  and  Demonstrations  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Workers,  will  com- 
mence at  the  R.S.I.,  90,  Buckingham  Pa'ace  Road, 
S.W.  I,  on  February  24th,  at  6  p.m. 

The  Course  consists  of  Lectures  on  the  Hygiene 
of  the  Home  ;  Ante-natal  and  After  Care  ;  Hygiene 
of  Infancy  and  Childhood  ;  Duties  of  Infant 
Welfare  Workers ;  Organization  and  Manage- 
ment of  Centres  ;  and  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
relating  to  Infant  Care  and  Midwives.  It  is 
open   to   women   students   only. 

The  fee  for  the  course  will  be  £x    iis.   6d. 

The  course  is  supplementary  to  that  for  Health 
Visitors,  commencing  on  February  21st.  Students 
wishing  to  take  the  two  courses  can  do  so  at 
an  inclusive  fee  of  £2  12s.  6d.,  and  can  have 
IDS.  6d.  carried  towards  their  fee  for  examination. 
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EDITORIAL. 


MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH. 

No  section  of  the  community  looked  forward 
with  greater  interest  than  trained  nurses  to  the 
meeting  at  the  Kingsway  Hall,  W.C.,  on 
Monday  last — when  Dr.  Addison,  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  was  the  prin- 
cipal speaker — in  support  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Ministry  of  Heafth.  The  extremely  repre- 
sentative audience  included  many  members  of 
Parliament,  and  a  number  of  nurses  were  also 
present. 

The  Chairman,  Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  M.P., 
opened  the  meeting  on  an  exhilarating  note, 
by  stating  that,  fortified  by  the  Prime 
Minister's  pledge  of  an  immediate  and  drastic 
reform  of  health  administration,  and  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Addison  as  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  they  were  san- 
guine that  early  in  the  new  Session  they  would 
see  the  Ministry  of  Health  established.  He 
further  announced  that  the  Prime  Minister  had 
sent  a  special  message  to  the  meeting,  wishing 
it  every  success,  and  expressing  his  belief  in  its 
object. 

Dr.  Addison  said  that  when  he  took  his  pre- 
sent office  he  did  so  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Bill  to  establish  a  Ministry  of  Health  would 
be  passed  through  Parliament  as  soon,  and  as 
rapidly,  as  possible.  He  claimed  the  good  will 
and  help  of  the  great  local  authorities,  the 
insurance  committees',  and  the  medical,  nurs- 
ing, midwifery,  and  other  organizations.  They 
must,  he  said,  lift  their  eyes  above  the  nozzle 
of  the  parish  pump,  and  try  to  take  big  views. 
If  the  right  thing  was  going  to  be  done  it  must 
be  done  on  comprehensive  lines. 

Of  special  interest  to  our  readers  was  the 
declaration    of    the    President    of    the    Local 


Government  Board  that  a  great  development 
of  maternity  and  nursing  services  was  needed, 
and  that  the  provision  of  trained  and  skilled 
midwives  and  nurses,  properly  paid,  was  an 
essential  part  of  a  health  policy.  Dr.  Addison 
affirmed  that  an  adequate  supply  of  well- 
trained,  experienced  nurses  would  never  be 
obtained  so  long  as  people  expected  to  secure 
them  for  the  wages  paid  to  a  scullery  maid. 

The  great  keynote  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
said  Dr.  Addison,  should  be  prevention.  We 
are  thoroughly  in  accord  with  this  opinion,  and 
consider  that  no  class  of  the  community  is 
better  qualified  to  assist  in  such  prevention 
than  nurses  with  the  qualification  of  Queen's 
Nurses,  i.e.,  a  three  years'  certificate  of 
general  hospital  training,  with  six  months' 
additional  instruction  in  hygiene  and  social 
service;  many  Queen's  Nurses  also  hold  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Lady  Rhondda,  in  supporting  Dr.  Addison, 
said  •  that  the  new  Ministry  would  need 
machinery  to  keep  in  the  closest  possible  touch 
with  public  opinion,  and  emphasised  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  an  advisory  council  of 
women. 

A  resolution  in  support  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Ministry  of  Health  and  of  dissociating 
the  non-medical  side  of  the  Poor  Law,  and 
other  non-health  functions,  from  the  Health 
Ministry,  was  carried  amid  some  protests  by 
members  of  the  audience  who  desired  to  speak. 
The  Chairman  ruled  that  discussion  at  such  a 
meeting  was  impossible,  but  Dr.  Addison  gave 
evidence  of  his  quality  as  a  statesman  by 
coming  forward  and  offering  to  answer  ques- 
tions, and  in  the  course  of  his  replies  said  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  act  on  Lady  Rhondda 's 
suggestion  and  make  use  of  the  services  of 
women. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  DO  YOU  KNOW  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  TETANUS 

IN  WAR,  OF  PRECAUTIONS  FOR  IT5  PREVENTION. 

AND  OF  ills  TREATMENT  AND  NURSING? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  F.  E.  A.  Oke,  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, Leicester. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Causes. — Tetanus  is  an  infective  disease  of 
the  wound,  due  to  the  bacillus  tetani,  found 
chiefly  in  earth  mould  and  horse  manure.  In 
some  regions  of  France  the  soil  is  very  rich 
and  highly  cultivated ;  this  produces  more 
bacilli. 

Gunshot  wounds  are  especially  susceptible ; 
often  being  in  the  hands,  legs,  and  feet,  they 
are  exposed,  and  can  easily  come  in  contact 
with  soil,  mud,  &c.,  before  having  a  dressing 
applied ;  wounds  may  have  pieces  of  soiled 
clothing  carried  into  them  by  a  bullet  or 
shrapnel. 

Tetanus  may  arise  from  frostbitten  feet. 
The  bacilli  grow  more  rapidly  when  pyogenic 
organisms  are  present  to  use  up  the  oxygen ; 
sepsis  therefore  increases  the  danger  of  infec- 
tion. 

Overcrowding  in  field  hospitals  is  another 
cause,  as  due  antiseptic  precautions  cannot  be 
taken  or  the  wound  dressed  often  enough. 

Precautions. — General  cleanliness  most  im- 
portant ;  personal  cleanliness  as  far  as  condi- 
tions will  allow.  The  men's  clothing  should 
be  changed  as  often  as  possible ;  this  would 
lessen  the  danger  when  wounded. 

The  wound  should  be  carefully  cleansed' with 
antiseptics  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if  any  soil 
is  embedded  in  the  tissues  that  part  should  be 
excised. 

Antitetanic  serum  is  given  in  immunizing 
doses,  usually  500  to  750  units,  for  the  first 
dose,  gfiven  as  soon  as  possible  after  wound 
occurs ;  other  three  doses  of  500  units  are 
given,  leaving  six  days  between  each  injection. 

Bacteriology  has  shown  that  the  incubation 
period  is  the  most  favourable  time  for  giving 
antitoxin,  and  if  the  disease  does  develop  after 
its  injection,  the  attack  is  in  a  much  milder 
form. 

An  aperient  should  be  given  regularly,  and 
the  general  health  kept  as  good  as  possible,  to 
keep  up  a  strong  resistance. 

If  any  suspected  symptoms  arise,  it  often 
prevents  developments  to  give  from  8,000  to 
10,000  units  of  serum. 

Treatment  and  Nursing. — When  once  the 
appearance  of  typical  symptoms  has  placed  the 


diagnosis  beyond  doubt,  the  patient  should  be 
moved  to  a  quiet  room,  or  surrounded  by 
screens,  and  be  protected  as  far  as  possible 
from  sudden  noises  or  shocks  to  the  nervous 
system. 

A  dose  of  serum — usually  8,000  to  10,000 
units — is  given,  and  repeated  as  necessary. 
The  injection  may  be  intramuscular,  intra- 
venous, subcutaneous,  or  into  the  sheath  of  the 
spinal  cord ;  this  is  the  most  effective,  as  the 
central  nervous  system  is  the  centre  of  the 
disease. 

Chloratone  gr.  xx  may  be  given  to  relieve 
the  spasms  and  encourage  sleep ;  also  potas- 
sium bromide  gr.  xv  when  no  more  chloratone 
can  be  given. 

Wounds. — Treated  on  ordinary  antiseptic 
principles,  free  incisions  should  be  made  for 
drainage,  antiseptic  lotions  and  dressings 
applied.  When  once  the  symptoms  have 
appeared,  the  local  treatment  of  the  wound 
seems  to  have  little  influence  on  the  course  of 
the  disease ;  but  in  some  cases  i  in  20  carbolic 
solution  has  been  injected  into  the  tissue  sur- 
rounding the  wound,  with  good  results. 

Diet. — Milk  and  fluids  generally  will  be 
found  most  suitable.  In  mild  cases  the  patient 
may  be  fed  through  the  mouth,  a  tooth,  if 
necessary,  being  extracted.  When  the  spasms 
are  severe,  nasal  or  rectal  feeding  will  be  called 
for,  and  in  the  worst  types  of  cases  the  disturb- 
ance created  by  attempts  to  pass  the  nasal  tube 
is  so  great  that  the  operation  must  be  per- 
formed under  chloroform  anaesthesia.  In  all 
instances  the  greatest  care  must  be  exercised 
in  the  matter  of  feeding,  since  the  spasm  of 
the  constrictor  muscles  greatly  interferes  with 
swallowing,  and  the  patient  often  shows  a  ten- 
dency to  choke  if  the  food  is  given  too  quickly. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  giving  treatment  not 
to  disturb  the  patient  more  often  than  neces- 
sary, as  any  sound  or  disturbance  may  bring 
on  a  painful  convulsion. 

Owing  to  the  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the 
perineum,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  amount  of  urine  passed  ;  also  satisfactory 
action  of  the  bowels,  giving  plenty  of  aperients. 

HONOURABLR    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Frances  Waug-h,  Miss 
Gladys  Tatham,  Miss  Alice  M.  Burns,  Miss 
W.  M.  Appleton,  Miss  R.  Yeomans,  Miss  P. 
Thompson,  Miss  Amy  Phipps. 

QUESTION    FOR    NRXT  WEEK. 

What  are  the  principal  results  of  injuries  to 
the  spine?  In  what  classes  of  cases  are  opera- 
tions usually  performed?  How  would  you 
nurse  such  a  case  after  operation? 
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HONOURS    FOR   NURSES. 


AWARD     OF     ALBERT     MEDAL. 

The  King  has  been  plea'^ed  to  award  the  Albert 
Medal  to  Si  ter  Gertrude  Walters  Carlin  and  Staff 
Nurse  Harriet  Elizabeth  Fraser,  both  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force  Nursing  Service  ;  and  to  Sister  Gladys 
White,  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  in  recog- 
nition of  their  gallantry  in  saving  life  at  a  casualty 
clearing  station  in  Belgium  la-^t  October. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  October  ist,  191 8,  a  serious 
fire  occurred  in  No.  36  Casualtv  Clearing  Station  at 
Rousbrugge,  in  Belgium.  At  the  time  some  of  the 
patients  were  undergoing  serious  operations  in  the 
abdominal  and  general  operating  theatres,  the  walls  of 
which  were  composed  of  wood.  The  first  intimation 
of  danger  in  the  theatres  was  the  extinction  of  the 
electric  light,  accompanied  by  volumes  of  smoke,  and 
almost  immediately  the  wooden  walls  burst  into  flames. 
The  two  Sisters  and  the  Staff  Nurse  assisted  in  carrying 
the  unconscious  patients  to  safety,  and  returned  to  the 
burning  wards  to  assist  in  carrying  out  other  patients. 
During  this  time  ether  bottles  and  nitrous  oxide 
cylinders  were  continually  exploding,  filling  the  air 
with  fumes  and  flying  fragments  of  steel. 

AWARD     OF     MILITARY     MEDAL. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
award  of  the  Military  Medal  to  the  following  ladies 
for  distinguished  services  in  the  field  as  recorded  :  — 

Nursing  Sister  Helen  Elizabeth  Hansen, 
C.A.M.C.— For  gallantry  during  an  enemy  air  raid 
at  Etaples,  May  19-20,  1918.  She  worked  devotedly 
in  the  operating  room  throughout  the  period  of  the 
severe  bombardment,  which  lasted  for  two  hours. 
Sister  Hansen  was  ready  for  any  duty,  and  exhibited 
(lualities  of  coolness  and  courage. 

Nursing  Sister  Beatrice  McNair,  C.A.M.C. — For 
gallantry  during  an  enemy  air  raid  at  Etaples,  May 
19-20,  19 18.  She  carried  on  her  duties  throughout  the 
night  without  interruption,  and  throughout  the  period 
of  the  severe  bombardment,  which  lasted  for  two  hours, 
Sister  McNair  showed  great  solicitude  for  the  patients 
in  her  wards,  and  was  wholly  unmindful  of  her  personal 
safety. 

MENTIONED    IN    DISPATCHES. 

The  following  names  have  been  brought  before 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  by  Lieut.-General 
Sir  G.  F.  Milne,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G..  D.S.O.,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief British  Salonika  Force,  for 
gallant  conduct  and  distinguished  services  ren- 
dered during  the  period  from  March  ist  to  October 
ist,  1918. 

Queen   Alexandra's   Imperial  Military   Nursing 
Service. 

Cameron,  A./Matron  Miss  A.  B.,  R.R.C. 
Queen   Alexandra's   Imperial  Military* Nursing 
Service,  Reserve. 

Barnes,  S. /Nurse  Miss  L.  :  Bebb,  S./Nurse,  Miss 
M.  H.  ;  Campbell,  S./Nurse  Miss  H.  ;  Habgood,  Sister 
Miss  H.  M.  ;  Jamieson,  S./Nurse  Miss  E.  ;  Levitt, 
S./Nurse  Miss  L.  ;  Marshall,  S.  /Nurse  Miss  D.  ;  Noakes, 
S./Nurse  Miss  M.  R.  ;  Riekie,  S./Nurse  Miss  M.  E.  ; 
Seymour,  S./Nurse  Miss  C.  E.  ;  Simpson,  Sister  Miss 
M.  O. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. 

Billing,  Matron  Miss  V,  A.,  R.R.C.  ;  Duston.  Sister 
Miss  E;  A.,  A.R.R.C.  ;     Frasef,  S./Nutse  Mrs.  J.  A.  ; 


Hall,  Sister  Miss  E.,  A.R.R.C.  ;    Jarvis.  S.  Nurse  Miss 
E.  K.  ;  Moore,  S./Nurse  Miss  J.  ;    Nichols,  Sister  Miss 
E.  ;  Powell-Evans,  S./Nurse  (A./Sister)  Miss  H. 
Australian  ArmY  Nursing  Service. 
Bowman,  Sister  Miss  I.  ;  Burns,  S./Nurse  Miss  I.  A.  ; 
Readford,  Sister  Miss  M.  J. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 
Acheson,  Miss  F.  A.  E.  ;  Bladworth,  Miss  M  .D.  ; 
Cholmeley,  Miss  D.  F.  (Frmly.  Prin.  Commdt.)  ; 
Cummings,  Miss  G.  E.  ;  Green,  Miss  V.  ;  Gregory, 
Miss  E.  M.  ;  Lord,  Miss  D.  E.  ;  Mountain,  Miss  M.  ; 
Sturgeon,  Miss  K.  ;  Tomes,  Miss  E.  ;  Walters,  Miss 
D.  E.  ;    Ward,  Miss  D. 


NURSING   AND  THE  WAR. 

Army  Children's  Homes. 
Homes  for  Orphans  are  being  established  by,  the 
Army  throughout  the  country.  Such  work  should, 
and  will,  we  feel  sure,  appeal  to  many  patriotic 
nurses.  It  is  essential  that  the  Matrons  and 
Nurses  of  these  Homes  should  have  had  special 
experience  in  the  care  of  children.  We  invite 
trained  nurses  to  apply  for  further  information 
concerning  this  work  to  the  Secretary,  Army 
Children's  Homes  Committee,  British  Columbia 
House,  I,  Regent  Street,  London,  S.W.  i. 


SKRVlCfi  UNDER  BRITISH  COMMITTEE, 
FRENCH    RED    CROSS. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  nurses  who 
served  one  complete  year  in  France  during  the 
War,  guaranteed  under  the  Anglo-French  Certifi- 
cate, and  through  the  Comit6  de  Londres,  later 
the  Comite  Britannique  Croix  Rouge  Frangaise, 
are  eligible  for  chevrons,  and  should  communicate 
with  the  Hon.  Secretary,  British  Committee, 
French  Red  Cross,  9,  Knightsbridge,  London, 
S.W.  I. 

Sisters  who  have  completed  twelve  months' 
complete  service  in  the  French  Flag  Nursing 
Corps,  and  who  are  not  now  members  of  it,  should 
send  dates  of  service  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
431,  O.Kford  Street,  London,  W.,  when  she  will 
verify  their  terms  of  service  and  requisition  the 
number  of  bars  to  w^hich  they  are  entitled. 


OUR    ROLL    OF    HONOUR. 

Gladstone.' — On  the  24th  January,  at  48, 
C.C.S.,  France,  of  pneumonia,  Elsie  Mabel  Glad- 
stone, Sister  Q.A. I.M.N. S.R.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Cecil  Ernest  Gladstone,  Bengal  CivU  Service, 
and  Mrs.  Gladstone,  St.  Heliers,  Jersey, 


TRUE    TALE    WITH    A    MORAL, 

Sister  of  Ten  Years'  standing:— "  A  solicitor 
friend  said  to  me  recently,  '  I  consider  it  per- 
fectly scandalous  the  way  in  which  the  V.A.D.'s 
have  been  overworked  in  Red  Cross  hospitals 
during  the  War.' 

"  '  They  have  worked  h&,rd;  no>  doubt— just  as 
we  always  work,'  I  replied." 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  people  of  Brussels  are  not  unmindful  of 
their  debts.  Within  an  incredibly  short  time 
of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  a  statue  of 
Edith  Cavell,  reproduced  on  page  83,  was 
unveiled  to  beautify  the  city,  and  to  recall  how 
an-  English  nurse  lived  to  serve  its  people, 
and  died  unafraid  to  pay  the  penalty  of  that 
service. 


Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Arthur  of 
Connaught  writes  to  the  Editor  : — "  Thank 
you  very  much  for  your  letter  and  the  enclosed 
postal  order  for  ss.  I  am  very  glad  to  think 
that  you  consider  my  paper  worthy  of  the 
Prize." 


The  announcement  that  Her  Royal  Highness 
Princess  Arthur  of  Connaught  had  won  the 
prize  last  week  for  her  paper  on  Eclampsia  was 
widely  circulated  throughout  the  press,  and  we 
note  that  the  only  London  paper  which  pub- 
lished this  exclusive  news  without  mentioning 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  whose  pro- 
perty it  is,  was  the  D-aily  Mail.  No  wonder 
the  Northcliffe  Press  is  in  such  a  flourishing 
condition  if  it  conducts  its  business  on  these 
predatory  principles. 


Quite  a  number  of  trained  nurses  are  coming 
reluctantly  to.  the  conclusion  that  the  onlv 
remedy  for  the  economic  wrongs  under  which 
they  suffer,  and  which  they  have  tried  constitu- 
tionally to  rectify  for  the  last  thirty  years,  is 
the  formation  of  a  Trades  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  as  at  present  the  Council  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is  a  Trades  Union 
of  hospital  officials.  Anyvv^ay,  mental  nurses, 
a  large  number  of  whom  have  formed  them- 
selves into  the  National  Asylum  Workers' 
Union,  have  defined  a  National  Programme 
for  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  which 
was  submitted  recently,  amongst  other  institu- 
tions, to  the  County  Asylum  Visiting  Com- 
mittee at  Bodmin. 

This  programme,  submitted  by  the  National 
Asylum  Workers'  Union  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee,  included  a  stipulated  work- 
ing week  of  48  hours  for  all  asylum  workers, 
with  payment  of  time  and  a  half  for  overtime  ; 
a  minimum  wage  (with  weekly  payments  and 
a  weekly  contract  of  service)  of  ^,2  per  week, 
with  a  national  war  bonus  of  25s.  per  week, 
both  for  men  and  women ;  equal  pay  for  equal 
work,  where  women  perform  similar  duties  to 
men ;  abolition  of  the  emolument  svstem  ;  all 
wages  to  be  paid  in  cash ;  the  institution  of 


wages  boards  or  conciliation  boards;  official 
recognition  of  the  Union  by  all  asylum  authori- 
ties ;  State  registration  of  mental  nurses ;  the 
furtherance  of  local  and  national  Labour  repre- 
sentation ;  and  considerable  amendment  of  the 
Asylum  Officers'  Superannuation  Act,  1909. 

Mr.  H.  Hodge  wanted  to  know  where  the 
Asylum  Committee  came  in  after  acceding  to 
that  request.  He  thought  they  had  better 
retire  and  let  these  people  work  the  Asylum. 

Mr.  Hore  said  the  Finance  Committee  re- 
commended that  they  give  the  matter  serious 
consideration. 

After  discussion,  the  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee  that  a  reply  be  sent  stating 
that  the  matter  would  receive  careful  consider- 
ation was  approved. 


The  committee  of  the  Bridgwater  District 
Nursing  Association  have  received  a  legacy 
of  nearly  ;j^5oo,  thanks  to  which,  it  was 
announced  at  the  annual  meeting  last  week,  the 
finances  are  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

It  is  not  often  that  nurses  receive  compli- 
ments in  the  press,  but  Mrs.  Stanley  Wrench, 
discussing  in  Tit-Bits  "Do  Nurses  make 
good  Wives?  "  has  many  pleasant  things 
to  say  about  them.  For  instance: — "Well- 
known  features  like  those  of  Florence  Night- 
ingale or  that  martyr  of  our  own  time,  Nurse 
Cavell,  illustrate  how  the  work  of  tending  the 
sick  and  suffering  gives  tenderness  and  sweet- 
ness to  the  face  as  well  as  real  nobility  of 
character.  Rarely,  indeed,  does  one  see  the 
face  of  a  woman  in  the  nursing  profession  who 
could  be  called  plain-featured.  Beautiful  she 
may  not  be,  but  there  is  a  certain  something 
which  makes  one  desire  to  look  at  her  again." 

The  writer  concludes  : — "  If  I  were  looking 
for  a  good  wife,  and  could  have  my  choice,  I 
certainly  would  marry  a  nurse." 

Sir  Arthur  Newsholme,  who  presided  at  a 
lecture  on  "  Lessons  of  the  Influenza  Epi- 
demic," given  by  Captain  Thomas  Carnwath, 
D.S.O.,  M.B.,  at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  last  week,  said  that  work  on  a  much 
larger  scale  for  many  decades  might  be  neces- 
sary before  we  could  hope  for  immunity  against 
catarrhal  affections.  Further,  we  could  not 
hope  for  much  success  till  everyone  took 
elementary  precautions  not  to  spread  disease. 
There  were  men  and  women  who  did  not  hesi- 
tate, to  sneeze  in  one's  face  in  public  convey- 
ances. In  time,  he  believed,  people  would 
make  more  use  of  face  masks  of  a  modified 
kind  during  epidemics.     Every  doctor,  nurse. 
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and  attendant  on  a  patient  ought  to  take  that 
precaution.  Probably  goggles  would  also  be 
necessary  to  ensure  freedom  from  infection. 
The  organization  of  teams  of  doctors  and 
nurses  to'  go  to  specially  stricken  districts  had 
been  resorted  to  during  the  late  epidemic,  and 
should  be  extended  in  future. 


establishments,  including  the  Nurses*  Home, 
have  decided,  after  hearing  what  a  large  depu- 
tatibn  of  the  nurses  had  to  say,  that  the  heat 
for  the  nurses*  bedrooms  shall  be  put  on  at 
once,  that  arrangements  are  to  be  made  to 
provide  hot  baths  for  the  night  nurses,  and  tea 
after  fhey  have  done  duty  before  going  out. 


A  Conference  has  been  arranged  on  the  i8th 
inst.  by  the  National  Council  of  Women,  to 
consider  the  desirabilitv  of  a  "  Reduction  in  the 


The  uniform  temperature  of  the  wards,  in 
which  nurses  work  for  many  hours,  makes  it 
necessary     that    chilly    bedrooms     should     be 


MhMORlAL    TO    EDITH     CAVELL    AT    BRUSSELS.      HOMAQB    A    ANQLETEkRE. 


Working  Hours  of  Nurses  "  during  their  train- 
ing in  hospitals.  Major-General  Cuthbert  S. 
Wallace,  C.B.,  C.M.G.,  senior  surgeon  to  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital,  and  Dr.  H.  C.  Crouch,  St. 
Michael's,  Ascot,  will  speak,  with  discussion 
to  follow.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  National 
Council  taking  up  this  question  ;  it  has  been 
crying  aloud  for  redress  for  many  a  long  day. 


avoided.  Hot  baths  are  also  necessary,  con- 
sidering a  nurse*s  duty,  coming  into  touch,  as 
she  does,  with  the  effluvium  and  excretions  of 
diseased  persons ;  and  as  for  a  cup  of  hot  tea 
after  night  duty — who  could  grudge  it? 


As  the  result  of  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the 
nursing  staff  of  St.  Giles'  Infirmary,  Camber- 
well,  and  an  intimation  that  they  could  not 
continue  their  duties  under  existing  conditions, 
the  Camberwell  Board  of  Guardians,  who  had 
made  drastic  reductions  in  the  heating  of  their 


Mr.  A.  Ollivant,  a  gallant  gunner,  has 
written,  and  Lieut. ^Colonel  J.  H.  Leslie  has 
compiled,  an  historical  roll  of  all  the  women  of 
the  British  Empire  to  whom  the  Military  Medal 
has  been  awarded  in  the  Great  War,  which  is 
to  be  published  in  shilling  parts,  with  portraits. 
Lady  Dorothy  Feilding,  to  whom  the  first 
award  was  made,  was  decorated  for  her  rescue 
of  wounded  men  round  Ghent  and  Dixmude. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


AN  EXPRESSION  OF  SYMPATHY  WITH 
THE    KING   AND   QUEEN. 

The  General   Council,   on  behalf  of  all   the 

Members   of    the    Corporation,    forwarded    to 

their  Majesties  an  expression  of  deep  sympathy 

on  the  death  of  His   Royal   Highness   Prince 

John. 

— «  »  ■ 

V.A.D.  SCHOLARSHIP  SCHEME. 


A  member  has  asked  for  our  criticism  on  a 
list  of  the  various  branches  of  training  which, 
under  the  Scholarship  Scheme  of  the  V.A.D. 
Department  at  De\t)nshire  House,  Members  of 
the  Detachments  are  to  receive.  It  serves  to 
emphasise  the  chaotic  ideas  which  exist  as  to 
the  standards  of  qualification  for  various 
classes  of  nursing  and  preventive  work.  For 
Physical  Culture,  for  instance,  a  term  of  three 
years'  study  is  required ;  but  Infant  Welfare 
Workers  and  Health  Visitors  are  understood 
to  be  able  to  acquire  all  the  experience  neces- 
sary in  six  months.  Yet  no  amount  of  physical 
culture,  of  however  remedial  a  type,  will  make 
up  for  faulty  conditions  in  the  home,  and  mis- 
takes in  connection  with  the  rearing  of  children, 
which  are  responsible  for  so  many  individuals 
being  compelled  to  go  through  life  crippled  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  by  physical  incapacity. 

Curative  treatment  for  such  defectiveness, 
either  by  medical  intervention,  by  physical 
culture,  or  by  any  other  means,  will  never,  so 
to  speak,  pick  up  the  stitches  dropped  in  the 
earliest  years  of  childhood  through  ignorance, 
in  one  respect  or  another,  on  the  part  of  the 
mothers  and  those  entrusted  by  the  authorities 
with  branches  of  public  health  work.  The  con- 
tentment, south  of  the  Tweed,  with  low  stan- 
dards of  qualification  is  one  of  the  greatest 
dangers  which  we  have  to  face  as  regards  the 
future  of  the  nation,  and  the  lack  of  any  stan- 
dard whatever  as  to  the  qualifications  of  women 
health  workers  is  not  the  least  serious  aspect 


of  this  same  attitude  of  contentment  towards 
unstandardised  work,  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  and  the  public. 

Only  to-day,  one  of  our  members  brought  to 
our  notice  the  case  of  a  Health  Visitor  who  was 
"  promoted  "  to  the  post  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 
In  her  first  appointment  she  was  dealing  with 
all  the  manifold  aspects  of  hygiene  as  it  affects 
that  most  complicated  human  mechanism,  the 
physical  body  of  the  child  ;  dealing  with  all  the 
manifold  gradations  from  the  normal,  with  all 
the  manifold  ramifications  of  such  gradations 
in  the  making  of  the  race.  In  her  second 
appointment  her  work  was  doubtless  impor- 
tant, but  why  could  she  command  a  better 
status,  and  a  higher  salary,  when  she  left  the 
more  vital  and  human  aspects  of  public  health 
work,  to  confine  her  attention  to  such  mattefs 
as  cubic  space,  drainage,  water  supplies,  &c.  ? 

To  return  to  the  question  of  training,  we 
think  that  the  promoters  of  the  Scholarship 
Scheme  are  adopting  a  far  more  serious  respon- 
sibility than  they  realise,  in  proposing  to  provide 
such  a  low  standard  of  qualification  for  those 
to  be  entrusted,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  with 
the  care  of  the  nation's  child  life.  Very  few 
well-educated  and  wealthy  mothers  would  be 
content  to  entrust  their  healthy,  warmly  clothed 
and  well-fed  children  to  the  care  of  a  woman 
with  four  or  six  months'  experience;  and  yet 
people  with  such  short  experience  it  is  sug- 
gested shall  teach  poor  mothers  and  shall  advise 
them  as  to  feeding  and  care  of  their  children. 
What  can  they  understand  of  all  the  preventive 
treatment  called  for  in  relation  to  child-life, 
and  where  will  they  acquire  the  knowledge  to 
enable  them  to  detect,  at  their  earliest  stages, 
symptoms  which  claim  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  a  medical  man,  if  serious  suffering 
or  at  least  incapacity  is  to  be  avoided?  Surely, 
no  branch  of  public  work  ever  called  more 
urgently  for  high  standards  of  efficiency 
than  does  that  connected  with  the  health  of 
the   people.      What   this    standard    should    be 
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only  those  of  us  can  realise  who  have  made  a 
close  study  of  child  life,  and  who  have  nursed 
the  children,  not  only  through  the  short  acute 
illnesses  to  which  they  may  fall  victims,  but 
through  months,  and  all  too  often  years,  of 
tedious  chronic  disease  and  ill  health. 


LECTURE: 

TWO     FAMOUS     DIARISTS    OF    THE 
SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY. 

JjY    Mr.  Selwyn  Image,    Slade  Professor   or 
Fine  Art  at  Oxford  University. 

In  his  lecture  Professor  Selwyn  Image  carried 
us  back  into  the  company  of  jdisti  guished  men  of 
letters  of  the  time  of  Charles  II,  and  we  shared,  too, 
in  the  joys  and  sorrows  and  entered  one  felt,  into 
an  almost  intimate  relationship  with  quaint  old 
world  folk  with  a  curious  realisation  that,  after  all, 
their  lives,  if  more  placid  and  uneventful,  differed, 
in  the  main,  very  little  from  our  own. 

Professor  Image  described  John  Evelyn  as  not 
only  a  distinguished  man  of  letters  but  also  a 
devout  Churchman,  an  ardent  Royalist,  a  courtier 
and  a  man  with  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
arts  and  sciences.  *Few  figures  in  history  are 
deserving  of  greater  admiration  ;  he  was  loyal  to 
his  difficult  duties,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise 
that  he  became  one  of  the  most  trusted  friends  of 
King  Charles. 

Samuel  Pepys  was  of  humbler  origin  than 
Evelyn,  and  it  was  to  his  own  efforts  as  well  as  to 
the  generosity  of  a  wealthy  kinsman  that  he  owed 
the  fact  that  he  became  a  man  of  wide  culture  and 
developed  tastes  for  literature,  science,  music  and 
the  drama.  With  all  his  versatility  he  was  yet  an 
able  politician  and  a  business  man.  He  rose  to  a 
high  position  in  the  Admiralty,  and  at  one  time 
was  President  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Professor  Image  then  read  many  passages  from 
the  two  diaries,  commented  upon  each,  and  cer- 
tainly whetted  our  appetites  for  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  those  intensely  human  documents. 
He  referred  to  the  accusation  that  the  diary  of 
Samuel  Pepys  was  mostly  gossip  and  scandal,  and 
said  that  he  was  in  entire  disagreement  with  this, 
contending  that  the  facts  in  the  diary  were  set 
down  remorselessly  by  Pepys  even  when  they  were 
not  to  his  own  credit.  The  volumes  gave  a  sound 
and  illuminating  picture  of  the  events  of  his  day 
and  of  his  life. 

In  concluding.  Professor  Image  said  that  the 
extracts  which  he  had  taken  were  not  to  be 
regarded  as  special  jewels  out  of  the  treasure  chest, 
he  had  but  picked  them  out  at  random,  the  whole 
of  this  treasure  chest  (the  diaries)  could  be  acquired 
at  very  small  cost,  so  that  again  and  again  one 
could  go  to  it  and  take  out  and  admire  such 
jewels  as  he  had  placed  before  the  audience  that 
afternoon. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture  Dr.  Kenneth  Stewart, 
who  occupied  the  Chair,   said  how  very  greatly 


those  present  had  enjoyed  the  lecture,  and  thanked 
Professor  Image  for  his  great  kindness  in  lecturing 
before  the  Corporation,  and  for  giving  to  its 
members  such  an  intellectual  treat  as  they  had  that 
afternoon  enjoyed. 


Professor  Flinders  Petrie  will  give  his  most 
interesting  lecture  on  "Ten  Thousand  Years  of 
Civili  ation,"  illustrated  by  lantern  slide:?,  at 
the  Rooms  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
II,  Chandos  Street,  W.,  on  February  13th,  at 
2.45  p.m.  Members  will  no  doubt  eagerly  avail 
themselves  of  the  pleasure  of  being  present. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Whilst  welcoming  communications  from  Ha 
Members  the  Corporation  does  not  hold  itself 
responsible  for  individual  expressions  of  opinioii. 

WAR     SEAL     FOUNDATION. 

To  the  Secretary,  R.B.N. A. 

Madam, — 1  think  that  perhaps  our  Members 
would  like  to  hear  that  the  first  building,  contain- 
ing si.\ty  fiats,  under  the  above  Foundation  is 
nearly  ready  for  disabled  soldiers  and  their  families. 
It  is  a  very  imposing-looking  entrance — beautiful 
iron  gates,  with  a  pergola  on  each  side,  which  in 
time  will  be  covered  with  roses  and  will  form  a  nice 
shady  walk.  The  flats  are  self-contained,  with  a 
sitting-room,  kitchen,  and  two  nice  bedrooms.  In 
the  kitchen  is  a  low  bath,  suited  for  an  invalid, 
which  closes  up,  and  can  be  used  as  a  table  if 
desired.  The  invalid's  bedroom  has  a  large  door, 
through  which  the  bed  can  be  drawn  on  to  the 
verandah.  There  will  be  two  trained  people  always 
in  'chargii,  and  the  treatment  room  is  quite  up  to 
date.  The  invalid  will  always  be  able  to  have  his 
own  people  vyith  him,  and  will  not  feel  that  he  is 
accepting  charity,  as  the  rent  of  six  shillings  and 
sixpence  weekly  is  charged  for  the  furnished  flat. 

It  has  struck  me  that  perhaps  some  of  our 
Members  would  like  to  subscribe  for  one  of  the 
invalid  chairs.  Many  will  be  required,  and  several 
have  already  been  presented;  they  cost  six  pounds 
each,  and  have  brass  plates  on  them  wUh  the  names  " 
of  the  donors.  It  would  be  nice  to  give  one  from 
the  Members  of  the  R.B.N. A.  I  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  receive  subscriptions  towards  this. 
I  am,  &c., 

Alice  Cattell. 

I,  Treborough  House, 

Great  Woodstock  Street,  W.  i. 

[We  congratulate  Miss  Cattell,  as  the  War  Seal 
Foundation  is  one  of  the  numerous  branches  of  war 
work  in  which  she  has  so  generously  co-operated. 
We  wish  her  every  success,  and  hope  that  she  may 
succeed  in  collecting  a  sufficient  amount  to  enable 
her  to  present  a  chair  from  the  Members  of  the 
R.B.N. A.] 

(Signed)         Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation.     • 
10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W.i. 
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ST.  JOHN'S   HOUSE. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  great  regret  we 
announce  that  St.  John's  House,  at  present 
located  at  12,  Queen  Square,  Bloomsbury, 
which  has  borne  .so  honourable  a  part  in 
nursing-  developments  in  this  country,  will, 
from  April  next,  cease  to  have  a  separate 
individuality.  Founded  in  1848  as  a  com- 
munity of  women  who  are  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  should  receive 
such  instruction,  and  undergo  such  training, 
as  might  fit  them  to  act  as  nurses  and 
visitors  to  the  sick  and  poor,  it  has  kept  well 
abreast,  and  in  some  instances  in  advance, 
of  the  nursing  standard  of  the  day.  It  was 
first  located  in  Fitzroy  Square,  in  the  Parish 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  St.  Pancras,  as  a 
Training  Institution  for  Nurses  in  Hospitals, 
Families,  and  for  the  Poor,  and  the  first  pro- 
bationers were  sent  to  Middlesex  Hospital  for 
Training.  To  St.  John's  House,  amongst  other 
institutions,  Miss  Nightingale  applied  for  and 
obtained  nui"ses  to  go  with  her  to  the  Crimea. 
At  various  periods  in  its  history  it  has  been 
responsible  for  the  nursing  at  King's  College 
Hospital,  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  the  Metro- 
politan Hospital,  the  North  Eastern  Fever 
Hospital,  Tottenham,  under  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  and  others,  besides  maintain- 
ing its  own  Maternity  Home  at  Battersea,  as 
a  training  school  for  mid  wives  and  maternity 
nurses.  It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  in 
every  war  of  any  importance  St.  John's  House 
'nurses  have  been  represented  ;  they  have  also 
done  good  work  as  district  nurses.  Latterly 
the  private  nursing  branch  has  been  the  one 
most  highly  developed,  but,  with  the  loss  of 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital  as  a  training  school 
in  1896,  it  was  inevitable  that  sooner  or  later 
fundamental  changes  would  take  place. 

Since  1883  the  House  has  been  supervised  by 
members  of  Religious  Sisterhoods — All  Saints, 
St.  Peter's,  Kilburn,  and  East  Grinstead.  Now 
It  passes  into  secular  hands,  and  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital  will  for  the  future  carry  on  the  work 
as  a  Private  Nurses'  Co-operation,  to  which 
the  nurses  will  pay  a  fixed  percentage.  The 
House  will  thus  no  longer  rank  as  a  separate 
institution,  but  as  an  Integral  part  of  the 
organization  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital.  Peace 
be  to  its  ashes — and  may  a  Phoenix  arise  there- 
from.   

At  the  General  Meeting  of  the  League  of  St. 
John's  House  Nurses,  held  on  January  31st, 
Miss  H.  J.  Hawkins  and  Miss  Richardson  were 
nominated  as  its  delegates  on  the  National 
Council  of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


War    ExrERiENCES    of    Members    on    the 
Different  Fronts. 

Miss  S.  Marsters,  Chairman  of  the  London 
Branch  of  the  N.U.T.N.,  presided  at  a'  meeting 
convened  by  it  at  the  College  of  Ambulance, 
3,  Vere  Stre^jt,  London,  W.,  on  Saturday, 
January  i8th,  when  several  members  gave  in- 
teresting accounts  of  their  war  experiences. 

With  thi:  B.E.F. 

Miss  Jentie  Paterson  described  how,  when  war 
broke  out,  members  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  and  its  Reserve  were 
first  sent  out  and  then  members  of  the  Special 
Reserve  provided  by  the  Civil  Hospita's.  She 
left  with  a  party  from  Guy's  Hospital,  on 
August  nth,  amid  nauch  enthusiasm,  after  tea, 
and  a  service  in  chapel.  Their  destination  was 
unknown,  but  they  went  no  further  than  the 
Burlington  Hotel,  and  did  not  dare  to  show  their 
faces  outside,  as  they  knew  they  were  supposed 
to  be  on  active  service,  and  prayers  were  being 
said  for  their  safety  night  and  morning.  Even- 
tually, however  they  got  away  and  travelled. 
via  Woolwich  and  Southampton,  to  Havre. 
They  were  part  of  the  staff  of  a  hospital  of  500 
beds  which  had  the  peace-time  stength  of 
43  sisters,  which  was,  of  course,  not  nearly  a 
large  enough  staff  for  a  hospital  of  acute  cases. 
Eventually  the  War  Office  learnt  wisdom,  and 
more  were  sent. 

Arrived  at  Havre,  old  men,  women  and  boys 
were  assembled  to  welcome  the  EngUsh,  and  wave 
Union  Jacks.  They  were  allotted  soldiers' 
billets  in  the  east  end  of  the  town.  They  took  it 
as  part  of  war  conditions,  but  when  they  found 
the  result  of  sleeping  there,  and  that  the  officers 
were  billeted  elsewhere,  they  represented  to  the 
authorities  that  while  they  were  ready  to  share 
all  the  disagreeables  of  the  officers,  they  considered 
more  appropriate  billets  might  be  found  for 
them. 

They  were  three  days  and  two  nights  in  reaching 
Rouen.  They  had  gone  out  wearing  the  Army 
capes  and  bonnets  of  peace  tinie.  They  found 
the  latter  especially  very  unsuitable,  secured  some 
hats,  and  left  the  bonnets  behind.  Later  there 
was  trouble  at  their  giving  away  War  Office 
uniform. 

Miss  Paterson  illustrated  her  address  with  most 
interesting  lantern  slides,  and  showed  the  Fourth 
General  Hospital  at  the  Petit  Trianon,  Versailles. 
Here  they  had  their  first  taste  of  German  arrog- 
ance. Some  German  prisoners  were  sent  to  them, 
and  one  of  the  officers  was  courteously  invited  to 
visit  the  wards,  and  asked  if  he  would  like  to 
make  any  comments.  He  had  so  much  to  say 
that  a  Sister  inquired  if  he  had  any  more  com- 
plaints, and  on  more  being  forthcoming,  she 
invited  him  to  remember  that  he  was  in  France 
and  on  his  way  to  England. 
.  Two  hundred  beds  had  been  provided  in  tents 
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for  enteric  patients  but  only  fourteen  of  these 
were  required  (applause),  evidence  of  the  sound- 
ness of  the  policy  of  inoculating  men  and  nurses 
with  anti-typhcid  serum.  During  this  time  in 
France,  Miss  Paterson  had  experience  of  work 
in  a  casua  ty  clearing  station,  and  had  a  tale  to 
tell  of  a  spy  on  the  occasion  of  the  King's  first 
visit  to  France. 

An  almost  incredible  tale  of  brutality — did  we 
not  by  this  time  know  the  psychology  of  the 
German  —  is  that  of  a  b  acksmith.  On  the 
occasion  of  a  German  advance  he  was  in  his 
smithy,  having  been  shoeing  French  horses.  He 
was  ordered  by  a  German  officer  to  shoe  German 
horses,  and  did  so.  His  job  accomplished,  the 
officer  asked  his  charge.  The  man  named  it, 
and  put  out  his  hand  fo'-  the  money,  when  the 
office*-  drew  his  sword  and  promptly  struck  off 
his  hand. 

Miss  Paterson  remarked  that  the  arrival  of  the 
Canadian  Nurses  in  1915  was  an  excellent  thing 
for  the  home  nurses.  If  thoy  had  an  eight  hours 
day,  good  pay,  and  good  social  position,  why  not 
our  own  ? 

The  speaker  described  a  voyage  from  Southamp- 
ton to  Salonika,  including  a  visit  to  Pompeii. 
Tliis  was  paid  at  a  time  when  nurses  were  greatly 
needed  at  Basra,  and  they  a  1  thought  they  were 
on  their  way  there.  They  were  not,  however, 
allowed  to  proceed,  because  they  did  not  belong 
to  the  Indian  Army,  so  they  explored  the  ruins 
of  Pompeii  while  the  wounded  waited  in  Basra. 

With  the  Russian  Wounded. 

Miss  M.  E.  Feild,  who  has  only  recently  arrived 
in  this  country,  having  left  Petrograd  by  the  last 
available  train,  gave  an  interesting  description 
of  her  war  nursing  experience  in  Russia.  There 
are,  she  said,  two  sets  of  military  hospita's  in 
Russia  Those  under  the  Red  Cross,  which  are 
very  rich,  which  it  is  the  fashionable  thing  to 
belong  to,  and  where  grand  duchesses  and  other 
society  people  nurse  ;  and  the  real  military  hospi- 
ta's, the  money  in  support  of  which  comes  from 
the  Army,  which  are  very  poor  and  have  bad 
doctors,  bad  nurses,  nothing  at  a  1.  It  was  in 
one  of  these,  and  for  the  reason  of  their  poverty, 
that  she  elected  to  work.  The  hospital  was 
supposed  to  receive  500  cadets,  and  the  women 
nurses  consisted  of  a — so  to  speak — Matron  and 
four  nurses.  Every  fourth  day  they  were  on 
for  thirty-six  hours,  half  the  time  all  a^one,  in 
charge  of  the  whole  hospital. 

In  England,  she  said,  we  had  doctors  and 
nurses  ;  in  Russia  there  were  doctors,  nurses, 
and  Felshars  (who  did  a  certain  amount  of  medical 
work),  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  ambition  of  the 
nurses  to  become  Felsharines. 

Miss  Feild  concluded  by  telling  her  audience 
that  an  Englishman  had  taught  the  Russians  in 
the  fortress  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  to  say 
"Are  we  downhearted?  No!";  and  this 
slogan  was  now  engraved  on  the  walls  of  one  of 
the  cells  there. 


In  France  and  Bflgium. 

Miss  E.  M.  Cancellor  related  her  experiences 
both  in  France  and  Belgium.  She  first  offered 
her  services  to  our  own  War  Office,  but  it  had  no 
use  for  them.  Later  she  received  a  telegram 
asking  her  to  go  to  a  small  hospital  in  France 
for  urgent  cases — ^the  Urgency  Cases  Hospital 
at  Bar-le-Duc — afterwards  moved  to  Revigny. 

She  bore  warm  testimony  to  the  good  work 
don.e  by  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  Maternity 
Hospital  for  Women  and  Babies  at  Cha'ons, 
where  expecant  mothers  were  taken  in  with  their 
children.  District  nurses  also  did  good  work 
in  the  ruined  villages  where  quite  good-class 
French  people  were  accommodated  in  buildings 
where  floor  space  was  chalked  off  for  each  family. 

Miss  Cancellor  told  how,  on  one  occasion,  near 
Revigny,  she  went  with  others  to  see  the  holes 
which  had  been  made  by  German  bombs.  They 
met  a  party  of  men  carrying  a  bomb  who  enquired 
"  Would  mother  like  to  hold  the  bomb  "  ?  (They 
always  called  her  mother,  she  supposed  on  account 
of  her  grey  hair.)  She  thought  it  was  up  to  an 
Englishwoman  to  reply  in  the  affirmative.  But 
as  she  did  not  know  whether  the  bomb  was  a  live 
one  or  not,  she  was  very  glad  to  return  it. 

She  then  related  her  experiences  at  the  hospital 
at  La  Panne  in  charge  of  Dr.  Depage,  which  has 
already  been  described  in  this  Journal.  The  staff, 
she  said,  consisted  of  fully-trained  and  partially 
trained  English  nurses,  the  Belgian  equivalent 
of  V.A.D.'s,  French,  Russian,  and  Danish  nurses. 
Everybody  was  equal.  On  one  occasion  a  doctor 
asked  for  a  certain  nurse  to  be  placed  in  charge  of 
his  ward,  and  when  the  Matron  objected  that  she 
had  no  experience,  she  received  the  reply  that  he 
liked  the  colour  of  her  eyes  ! 

Miss  Cancellor  contrasted  the  attitude  of  the 
nurse  in  Eng'and  who  wished  to  get  "  to  the 
front,"  and  insisted  that  she  did  not  mind  what 
she  did  or  put  up  with  if  she  only  got  there,  and 
the  frame  of  mind  of  the  same  nurse  when  asked 
to  share  a  bedroom  with  a  girl  she  did  not  like. 

She  told  how  at  La  Panne  they  were  within  easy 
reach  of  the  German  gas,  and  were  all  supp'ied 
with  gas  masks.  On  one  occasion  the  a^arm  went, 
and  she  found  that  a  nurse  in  the  Home,  where  she 
was  in  charge,  had  not  got  her  mask,  which  she 
was  always  supposed  to  carry.  She  herself  was 
English,  was  in  charge,  and  was  double  the  age 
of  the  girl  in  question,  so  she  made  her  put  on  her 
owTi  mask,  wrapping  a  towel  impregnated  with  an 
antidote  round  her  own  mouth.  The  Night 
watchman  came  round,  and  exclaiming  "  Mother, 
where  is  your  mask  ?  "  promptly  informed  her 
that  she  was  fined_^ve  francs  I 

Conclusion. 
In  her  concluding  v/ords  Miss  Marsters  said  that 
the  medical  practitioners  and  nurses  who  had 
gone  abroad  had  gone  through  a  great  deal,  but 
those  who  stayed  at  home  had  a' so  worked 
extremely  hard.  She  had  had  the  opportunity  ol 
active  service,  but  she  did  not  think  it  right  to 
leave  the  popr. 
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She  spoke  of  the  V.A.D.'s,  and  said  it  would  be 
a.  pity  if  something  practical  could  not  be  done 
to  utilise  their  services.  She  thought  many  of 
them  considered  nursing  very  dull,  and  lacking  in 
kudos,  and  wished  to  become  medical  women. 
Nursing  was  the  most  important  work  of  all  for 
women  to  do,  but  they  must  take  the  proper 
training.  She  spoke  of  infant  we  fare  work  and 
said  it  was  up  to  trained  nurses  to  see  that  it  was 
carried  out  in  the  right  way. 

Miss  Feild  had  spoken  of  nurses  having  36  hours 
on  duty  in  Russia,  but  when  she  herse'f  began 
training  in  England  it  was  not  unknown.  (Shame  !) 
Over  and  over  again  it  happened  because  there 
were  not  enough  nurses. 

She  hoped  now  that  nurses  would  have  an  eight 
hours'  day,  and  proper  pay. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  a  very  hearty  vote 
of  tharJcs  to  the  speakers,  proposed  by  Miss  Hulme. 


IRISH   NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses' 
Association  was  held  at  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin,  on  February  ist.  The  President,  Miss 
Carson  Rae,  was  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  usual  routine  business  was 
transacted,  and  the  Committee  were  pleased  to 
note  that  Sir  Robert  Woods,  M.D.,  Member  for 
Trinity  College,  has  consented  to  back  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill,  promoted  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
which  is  being  introduced  into  Parliament  by 
Major  Sir  Samuel  Scott,  Bart.,  M.P. 


THE  IRISH  NURSING  BOARD. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Irish  Nursing 
Board  was  held  on  January  27th,  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin,  Colonel  Sir  Arthur 
Chance,  F.R.C.S.,  in  the  chair.  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  The  Board  was  pleased  to 
note  that  new  members  were  steadily  coming  in. 
The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Hon. 
Albinia  Brodrick  and  seconded  by  Miss  Huxley, 
was  passed  unanimously  :. — 

"  That  this  Board  desires  to  place  on  record 
its  sense  of  the  gratitude  which  it  owes  to  Miss 
Carson  Rae  for  the  devoted  work  done  by  her  as 
its  Honorary  Secretary  during  the  first  year  and 
a  half  of  its  existence.  The  Board  recognises 
that  it  is  largely  to  her  initiative,  organisation,' 
and  unfailing  attention  that  it  owes  the  success 
which  has  so  far  been  obtained." 


PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST  A  TRAINED 
NURSE     BY    COLLEGE    OF    NURSING. 

We  learn  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Russell  & 
Co.,  solicitors  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  have 
demanded  an  apology  from  a  trained  nurse,  and, 
failing  to  receive  it,  have  commenced  proceedings, 
for  having  printed,  it  is  alleged,  the  statement 
that  "  the  College  is  providing  scholarships  for 
V.A.D.s." 


The  scholars  hip  scheme  has  been  launched  by  the 
Joint  Women's  V.A.D.  Department  in  conjunction 
with  the  Territorial  Force  Association,  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  and  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem. We  are  informed  that  the  money  (reported 
to  be  ;£50,ooo)  has  been  given  by  the  Joint  Societies, 
but  whoever  has  supplied  it,  we  think  it  ought 
to  be  proved  to  the  public,  that  not  a  penny  of 
the  money  was  subscribed  through  the  Joint  War 
Committee  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and 
sailors,  as  thousands  of  them  are  still  in  great 
need  of  help' — and  not  a  farthing  should  be 
diverted  from  them  in  support  of  any  other 
scheme,   however  admirable. 

WHY  TRAINED  NURSES  ARE  CONFUSED. 

On  January  29th  the  following  letter  appeared 
in  the  Morning  Post,  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley,  Chairman  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.  :— 

V.A.D.S     AND     TRAINED     NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Post. 

Sir,' — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  repeated 
statements  made  in  the  Press  and  elsewhere  that 
the  College  of  Nursing  is  placing  members  of  the 
Voluntary  Aid  Detachments  on  its  register  of 
trained  nurses,  and  further  that  the  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses,  with  which  the  College  of 
Nursing  is  associated,  is  financing  the  scholarship 
scheme  promoted  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Order  of  St. 
J  ohn  of  Jerusalem. 

I  take  this  opportunity  once  more  of  denying 
both  these  statements  emphatically.  The  College 
register  is  formed  entirely  of  nurses  trained  in 
general  nursing.  The  Nation's  Fund  is  raised  to 
endow  the  College  and  to  form  a  Benevolent  Fund 
for  nurses,  whether  members  of  the  College  or 
not,  who  may  be  in  ill  health  or  who  from  no 
fault  of  their  own  stand  in  need  of  assistance. 
Yours,    &c., 

Arthur  Stanley,  Chairman. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 

7.  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 

"THE    CERTIFICATE   OF  THE   COLLEGE  OF 
NURSINQ." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  The  Hospital's 
verbatim  report  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
meeting,  held  on  Friday,  April  17th,  1916,  at 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  when,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  Mr.  Bonham  Carter  as  to  how  the  thousands 
of  V.A.D.s  were  to  be  dealt  with,  the  Hon. 
Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  who  was  in  the  chair,  said  : — 

"  The  answer  to  that  is  that  I  hope  the  College 
will  have  in  its  own  hands  the  examination  and 
granting  of  certificates  as  to  all  classes  of  women's 
work  in  hospital^.  As  you  know,  at  present 
members  of  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments  have, 
before  they  can  become  members  of  a  Detachment, 
to  get  their  Home  Nursing  Certificate  and  First 
Aid  Certificate. 

"  I  hope' — of  course,  I  have  no  right  to  speak 
for  the  V.A.D.s, — but  I  hope  that  it  will  be  part 
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of  the  work  of  the  College  of  Nursing  to  conduct 
these  examinations,  to  see  that  they  are  properly 
conducted,  and  to  give  their  certificates  ;  in  other 
words,  instead  of  getting  certificates  of  very 
varying  value,  as  they  do  now,  the  fact  that 
they  hold  the  certificate  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
would  show  that,  at  all  events,  a  certain  standard 
had  been  reached." 


The  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  is  Chairman  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  which  professes  to 
deal  with  trained  nurses.  He  is  also  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  War  Committee,  which  has  given  a 
huge  sum  of  money  for  free  training  for  V.A.D.'s 
who  will  compete  with  trained  nurses  in  the  wide 
field  of  National  Health  work,  and  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses  is  ah  o  pledged  as  a  Sinking  Fund  for 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  nurses  become  befogged 
concerning  the  intentions  of  all  these  Funds,  when 
the  same  man  is  Chairman  of  two  and  closely 
associated  with  the  third  ?  The  only  thing  which 
really  stands  out  quite  clearly  is  the  demoralization.' 
which  results  from  tampering  with  the  organisation 
of  professional  work,  which  should  be  based  on 
sound  economic  principles,  through  schemes  of 
charity  controlled  by  unprofessional  people. 

We  sincerely  hope,  therefore,  that  the  solicitor 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  will  realise  the 
natural  confusion  which  has  arisen  in  the  nurses' 
minds,  concerning  these  numerous  societies,  when 
addressing  to  them  legal  communications  cal- 
culated to  arouse  a  deep  •  and  bitter  sense  of 
resentment,  upon  the  part  of  that  section  of  the 
nursing  profession  which  is  determined  not  to  be 
intimidated,  knowing  full  well  that  the  spirit  of 
the  people,  and  its  sympathies,  are  with  over- 
worked, ill- paid,  and  defenceless  women  workers. 

Surely  the  history  of  the  nineties  in  this 
connection  is  not  to  be  repeated. 

V.A.D.S    CUTTING    AT    THE  ROOT    OF 
EFFICIENCY. 

A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  letter 
from  No.  V  War  Hospital,  Exeter  :— 

"  The  following  appeared  here  to  day  :• — 
"  Notice  to  V.A.D.  Members. 

"  The  Devon  Nursing  Association  is  in  urgent 
need  of  women  who  will  undergo  a  year's  training 
in  District  Nursing  and  Midwifery,  with  a  view  to 
paid  employment  under  the  Association.  The 
training  is  given  free  of  charge  to  women  who  will 
bind  themselves  to  work  for  three  years  under  the 
Association.  Nurses  thus  trained  earn  salaries 
of  ;^70-;^ioo  a  year  for  work  in  the  county.  The 
training  is  done  at  Plymouth.  For  further 
information  apply,  &c." 

We  quote  the  following  "  ad."  from  The  Church 
Times  :■ — 

V.A.D.  wanted  to  nurse  young  invalid 
lady.  At  least  year's  training 
necessary.  Strong,  able  to  lift.  Gentle- 
woman.    Salary  ;^35. 

We  are  more  strongly  of  opinion  every  day,  that 


unless  trained  and  certificated  nurses  realise  this 
black-leg  danger,  subsidised  and  supported  by  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Order  of  St. 
John,  and  made  secure  by  the  Clause  in  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Bill,  providing  for 
unlimited  Supplementary  Registers  of  Specialists, 
and  take  very  active  measures  to  counteract  it, 
nursing  standards  will  degenerate  in  the  near 
future,  in  the  most  lamentable  degree,  and 
nursing  as  a  skilled  profession  will  cease  to  exist. 

PENSIONS    MINISTRY    HOSPITALS. 

Apparently  someone  has  a  ghmmering  of  light 
in  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospitals  Department. 
It  is  reported  that  certain  Voluntary  Aid  Detach- 
ment hospitals  have  been  informed  that  they  are 
not  further  required,  as  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
would  prefer  to  start  small  hospitals  on  their  own 
account,  equipped  by  themselves,  run  by  their 
own  paid  staff,  working  under  their  own  paid 
inspectors,  and  thus  eliminating  the  amateur  and 
charitable  element. 

Other  Government  Departments  please  note. 

With  the  signing  of  peace  the  unskilled  worker 
should  no  longer  be  required,  especially  where  the 
sick  are  concerned. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON, 

General  Hospital,  Northampton.' — Miss  Amelia  Smith 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  has  held 
appointments  at  Wakefield,  Bury,  Essex  County 
Hospital,  Colchester,  Birkenhead,  Dundee,  and, 
lastly  that  of  Assistant  Matron  at  King  Edward 
VII's  Hospital,  Cardiff.  There  were  53  candidates 
for  the  post. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Halstead. — Miss  Carmen  C. 
Sable  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  where  she  held 
the  position  of  Holiday  Sister  for  two  years  after 
the  completion  of  her  training. 

QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Lily  F.  Boyden  is  appointed  to  Somerset 
C.N.A.  as  Third  Assistant  Superintendent.  Miss 
Alice  M.  Simpson  is  appointed  to  West  Sussex 
C.N.A.,  as  Assistant  Superintendent.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Ballard  is  appointed  to  Tonbridge  ;  Miss 
Elizabeth  E.  Brigge,  to  Adlington ;  Miss  Ruth 
Clarke,  to  Gloucester  ;  Miss  Margaret  Kinsman,  to 
Dorset  C.N.A.  as  Health  Visitor ;  Miss  Florence  E. 
May  to  Silvertown ;  Miss  Annie  M.  Payne,  to 
Margate ;  Miss  Carrie  TaUis.  to  Norton ;  Miss 
Florence  Worthington,  to  Cleckheaton. 


PRESENTATIONS. 

A  very  pleasant  afternoon  "At  Home  ".was 
given  by  the  staff  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Royal 
Victoria  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Dublin,  to  Miss 
Reeves,  the  late  Matron.  The  chief  event  was  the 
presentation  by  the  staff  to  Miss  Reeves  upon  her 
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appointment  as  Lady  Superintendent,  of  Dr. 
Steeven's  Hospital,  of  a  beautiful  silver  salver. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Story,  Senior  Physician  to  the  Hospital, 
made  the  presentation,  and  in  a  happy  speech 
wished  Miss  Reeves  all  success  in  the  future, 
although  regretting  her  departure  from  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital.  Miss  Reeves  gracefully 
expressed  her  thanks. 

The  nursing  staff  also  presented  Miss  Reeves 
with  a  lovely  silver  coifee  pot. 

After  the  presentations,  Miss  Power,  the  Matron 
and  the  nursing  staff  entertained  their  visitors  to 
a  sumptuous  tea,  and  a  pleasant  and  friendly 
afternoon  was  spent. 

Miss  Helen  Milne,  who  has  held  the  position  of 
Matron  of  the  Cornelia  Hospital,  Poole,  for  twenty- 
five  years,  has  been  presented  \vith  a  gold  watch  and 
a  cheque  for  ;{230  by  her  friends  and  well  wishers. 


THE    PASSING    BELL. 

We  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Sister 
Mabel  Francis,  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
from  double  pneumonia,  following  influenza  con- 
tracted in  the  discharge  of  her  duty. 

Sister  Francis  was  trained  at  the  London 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street, 
W.C,  and  joined  the  staff  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Society  over  two  years  ago.  She  proved 
herself  an  excellent  private  nurse,  much  liked  by 
her  patients. 

Wednesday,  January  29th,  was  her  last  day 
on  duty,  and  on  Thursday  afternoon  she  was, 
owing  to  the  kindness  of  the  authorities,  admitted 
to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  Everything  pos- 
sible was  done  for  her  welfare,  but  she  quickly 
developed  the  gravest  symptoms  and  passed 
peacefully  away  at  8  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Coxley,  near  Wells, 
Somerset,  on  Wednesday  last.  Amongst  the 
wreaths  was  a  beautiful  one  carrying  out  the 
badge  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society  in  laurels 
with  the  letters  "  R.N.S."  in  crimson  on  a  white 
ground,' and  another  from  the  officers  at  Lady 
Wierner's  Hospital  at  Luton  Hoo. 

Private  nurses,  during  the  epidemic  of  influenza, 
have  been  doing  heroic  work  in  caring  for  the 
patients,  and  by  wise  preventive  precautions 
helping  to  stem  the  spreading  of  the  disease.  It 
is  certain  that  every  time  a  nurse  goes  to  a  case 
of  this  kind,  of  which  science  has  not  yet  diagnosed 
the  cause,  she  risks  her  life,  without  any  flourish 
of  trumpets,  jvist  as  certainly  as  does  her  sister 
on  active  service,  and  if  she  falls,  she  falls  as  a 
soldier  at  the  post  of  duty. 


POOR    LAW    CONFERENCE. 

Nearly  300  boards  of  guardians  have  signified 
their  intention  to  send  delegates  to  the  Central 
Poor  Law  Conference,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Guildhall  on  February  i8th  and  19th,  and  the  list  is 
not  yet  complete.  Lord  Downham,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board,  will  preside, 
and  the  proceedings,  which  will  be  of  an  important 
character,  will  be  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor. 


THERAPEUTICS    OF    THE    TIMES. 
MODERN     ANTISEPTICS. 

We  have  pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  an 
extremely  interesting  and  informing  booklet  on 
"  Modern  Antiseptics."  It  is  the  first  of  a  series 
on  "  Therapeutics  of  the  Times,"  to  be  published 
by  Boots'  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Station  Road, 
Nottingham,  a  firm  which  has  successfully  manu- 
factured and  placed  on  the  market  supplies  of  the 
synthetic  and  natural  medicinal  agents  most  of 
which,  when  war  broke  out,  we  obtained  from 
Germany.  In  its  effort  to  establish  in  this 
country  the  manufacture  of  fine  chemicals  the  firm 
merits,  and  should  receive,  the  support  of  every 
patriotic  person.  It  is  inconceivable  that  we 
should  ever  again  be  content  to  depend  upon 
Germany  for  our  supplies,  nor  need  this  cause 
any  inconvenience  when  Messrs.  Boots  have 
proved  that  they  can  be  produced  by  our  own 
manufacturers  of  a  standard  equalling  and  indeed 
excelling  the  German  varieties. 

The  war  has,  we  are  told,  changed  everything, 
and  nothing  more  than  antiseptic  practice  through 
knowledge  gained  by  the  scientific  study  of  wound 
treatment ;  indeed,  the  evolution  of  new  methods 
and  improved  antiseptics  may  justly  be  counted 
among  the  most  vital  developments  recorded  in 
the  history  of  therapeutics.  By  long,  patient 
investigation,  and  by  the  most  careful  co-ordina- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  chemist  with  that  of  the 
bacteriologist  and  the  practical  surgeon,  the  evils 
of  wound  infection  have  been  overcome  ;  so  that 
innumerable  patients  at  home,  suffering  from 
varied  septic  affections,  may  now  benefit  by  the 
result  of  the  researches  undertaken  more  imme- 
diately to  cope  with  the  stern  necessities  of  war- 
fare. As  the  subject  is  of  supreme  importance,  so 
is  its  story  of  deep  interest.  For  its  details  we 
must  refer  our  readers  to  the  booklet  which  we 
have  mentioned,  which  is  issued  for  the  service  of 
all  who  are  interested  in  medical  progress. 


FREE     LECTURES     TO     NURSES. 

A  course  of  six  free  lectures  to  Nurses  on 
Venereal  Diseases  will  be  given  at  St.  Paul's 
Hospital,  13A,  Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  W.C.i, 
by  Mr.  Leonard  Myer,  F.R.C.S.,  Hon.  Surgeon 
to  Outpatients,  commencing  on  Thursday, 
February  nth.     The  subjects  are  as  follows  :— 

February  nth.' — Introduction  and  anatomy  of 
parts. 

February  1 8 //t.— Pathology  and  early  mani- 
festations. 

February  2^th.' — ^Early  complications  in  both 
sexes. 

March  ^ih.- — Late  complications. 

March  nth. — Congenital  or  Hereditary  SyphiUs. 

March  i8th.  —Marriage,  Relations  to  Venereal 
Disease. 

All  nurses  and  members  of  the  Allied  Professions 
are  invited. 
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OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 


OPENINQ    OF    PARLIAMENT. 

Members  of  the  new  Parliament  are  being 
sworn  in,  and  the  formal  opening  will  take 
place,  by  the  King  in  person,  on  February  i  it  . 
Let  us  hope  before  the  Session  is  adjourned  the 
long-delayed  Nurses'  Bill  will  be  on  the  Statute 
Book.  Don't  forget,  however,  that  no  Bill  is 
better  than  a  bad  Bill,  and  that  penal  legislation, 
such  as  is  provided  for  in  the  College  of  Nursing 
Bill,  would  be  disastrous. 

NOTTINGHAM     LAMBS. 

We  can  remember  the  turbulent  old  election 
days  quite  fifty  years  ago  when  repartee  from  the 
"  hustings  "  more  often  than  an  impeccable  pro- 
gramme won  the  day.  Once  as  a  girl  we  ventured 
into  the  Nottingham  Market  Place  at  election  time 
wearing  the  Tory  favour,  to  be  at  once  surrounded 
by  irate  Liberal  "  Lambs  "—rough  mining  chaps 
whose  brawny  fists  could  fell  an  ox,  and  who 
"  punished  "  an  opponent  without  ceremony. 

"  "Who  be  yo  ?"  they  shouted  at  us,  and  one 
remarked  : 

"  She  be  a  venturesome  young  wench  wi'out 
doubt." 

Then  they  shouted,  "  Ofl  wi'that  ribbin — off  wi 
it,"   but  one  more  liberal  than  the  rest  said  : 

"  Let  the  little  'un  speak." 

"What  the  "  little  'un  "  said,  smiling  around,  was: 

"  Skip  along,  lambkins,  I  want  to  catch  a  train." 

"  Well,  I'm  gloppened  !  Skip  a^ong  lambkins. 
'Ow's  that  for  sauce  ?  "  and  with  roars  of  laughter 
these  burly  roughs — they  were  indeed  dangerous 
customers  when  they  had  had  "  a  sup  " — dofied 
their  caps  and  began  a  breakdown,  their  hob-nailed 
boots  clicking  on  the  pavement,  and  bawling  down 
the  Long  Row,  "  Skip  along,  lambkins,  skip  along 
lambkins,"  as  they  ambled  along  in  high  good 
humour.  It  did  not  take  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
for  the  "  little  'un  "  (still  wearing  her  favour)  to 
whisk  round  the  corner  and  take  to  her  heels. 

THE     WOMEN'S     FREEDOM     LEAGUE 

SUPPORTS      STATE      REGISTRATION      FOR 

TRAINED     NURSES. 

By  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Women's  Freedom 
League,  Miss  Beatrice  Kent  gave  an  address  upon 
the  present  situation  in  the  nursing  world,  at  the 
•offices  of  the  League,  144,  High  Holborn,  on 
January  15th.  "  The  Nurses'  Cause  is  the 
Nation's  Cause,  trained  nursing  is  one  of  the 
Nation's  most  valuable  assets,"  she  said,  in  her 
opening  remarks.  She  traced,  in  a  sequence  of 
events,  the  history  of  trained  nursing,  since  the 
founding  and  endowment  of  the  first  school  on 
June  24th,  i860,  by  Florence  Nightinga'e.  The 
lecturer  laid  great  stress  upon  the  fact,  that 
although  many  other  schools  thereafter  were 
opened  and  g^^eat  progress  was  made  in  training 
-and  general  devolopment,  yet  between  the  years 


i860  and  1887  there  was  absolutely  no  organization 
among  the  nurses  and  no  desire  for  it.  There  was 
no  community  of  interests,  no  nursing  po'itics, 
no  nursing  press;  and  every  hospital  was  an 
isolated  unit,  not  knowing  anything  of  the  doings 
of  the  others. 

The  year  1887,  she  said,  was  the  second  milestone 
in  the  path  of  nursing,  marking  a  very  im]X)rtant 
epoch.    It  was  in  that  year  that  a  group  of  pioneer 
nurses  met  in  a  doctor's  house  in  Wimpole  Street, 
to  discuss  and  arrange  for  the  organization  of  the 
nursing  profession.     The  result  was  the  founding 
of     "  The    British    Nurses'    Associatioa,"     which 
later    became    incorporated    by    Royal    Charter 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as 
the     Royal     British     Nurses'    Association — with 
Princess    Christian    as    President — o£    which    its 
members  are  justly  proud.    Many  other  important 
dates  and  the  events  for  which  they  stood  were  told 
in  connection  with  the  S'ate  Registration  move- 
ment, and  the  large  measure  of  success  which  it 
has  achieved.     Special   emphasis  was  laid  upon 
the  great  importance,  and  the  constitution,  of  the 
Central  Committee  and  the  very  large  number  of 
professional  men  and  women  which  it  represents 
by  delegation.    The  lecturer  explained  that  it  was 
this  Committee  which  had  drafted  the  Bill  which 
had  been  brought  up  to  date  and   will   shortly 
be  introduced  into  the  House.     She  explained  the 
essential  differences  in  principle  between  this  Bill 
and  that  drafted  by  the  new  Society  ca  led    the 
College  of   Nursing,    Ltd.,   and    how   dangerous 
to  the  freedom  of  the  nursing  profession  is  the 
latter.    In  conclusion,  the  speaker  denounced  the 
wrong  done  to  a  body  of  professional  women  by 
the  interference  and  patronage  of  Society  people. 
"  We  do  not  want  c'ass  government,  we  want  to 
govern  ourselves  as  other  professions  do,"     she 
declared.      A    lively    and    interested    discussion 
followed  ;    the  audience  appeared  to  understand 
thoroughly  the  spirit  of  the  situation.     This  was 
not  surprising,  because  the  Freedom  League  stands 
for  freedom  writ  large  1    We  record  our  gratitude 
to  the  League  for  their  courtesy  and  their  sym- 
pathy in  inviting  the  speaker  to  place  this  impor- 
tant question  before  them  from  the  trained  nurses' 
standpoint.     The  State    Registration    of  Nurses 
organized  and  governed  by  an  independent  Nursing 
Council,  and  hot  by  one  economica  ly  controlled  by 
emp'oyers,  is  of  vital  importance  in  attaining  the 
standard  of  nursing  necassary  for  the  community 
when  a  National  Health  Ministry  gets  to  work. 


COMING    EVENTS. 


February  jih. — Scottish  Nurses'  Club,  205. 
Bath  Street,  Glasgow.  Series  of  Post-Graduate 
lectures.     "  The  Ear,"  by  Dr.  Harper.    7.30  p.m. 

February  13/A.— Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion. Lecture  on  "  Ten  Thousand  Years  of 
Civilization,"  by  Professor  Flinders  Petrie.  Illus- 
trated by  lantern  slides.  11,  Chandos  Street, 
London,   W.     2.45   p.m. 


qz. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"QLENMORNAN."* 

Anything  from  the  pen  of  Patrick  Magill  will 
be  eagerly  sought  after  by  those  who  have  learned 
to  appreciate  his  power  of  setting  forth  both 
humour  and  pathos.  And  nothing  could  be  more 
adaptable  to  his  style  than  Irish  peasant  hfe.  In 
"  Glenmornan  "  we  havfe  a  real  treat,  so  easily 
and  naturally  does  the  narrative  flow  that  one's 
imagination  transports  one  without  an  effort  to 
the  everyday  hfe  of  the  simple  Irish  folk,  on  which 
he  has  thrown  the  limelight. 

Justice  cannot  be  done  to  this  volume  in  a  few 
extracts,  for  it  has  a  charm  which  cannot  be 
caught  or  explained  any  more  than  one  can 
imprison  a  sunbeam  and  put  it  under  the  mic- 
roscope. But  the  atmosphere  of  the  book  as  a  whole 
gives  a  sense  of  refreshment  and  pleasure  that  no 
one  ought  to  miss. 

Maura  the  Rosses  maiden  name  was  Sweeney. 
Her  marriage  name  was  Gallagher.  She  met 
Connel  Gallagher  one  All  Hallow's  Eve,  when  she 
was  out  to  find  her  future  husband  in  some  mystic 
rite  round  a  haystack.  When  she  opened  her 
eyes  they  rested  on  Connel,  and  in  due  course  she 
married  him  and  bore  him  children.  He  died 
from  a  very  short  sickness. 

"  The  doctor's  no  good  this  tide,"  said  Connel, 
"  the  priest  is  enough." 

Father  McGee  was  very  fond  of  fishing,  and  had 
no  equal  in  the  barony  for  casting  a  fly. 

"  Me  father  has  taken  to  his  bed,"  said  Eamon, 
when  he  met  the  priest  leaving  home  with  a  fishing 
rod  over  his  shoulder. 

"  God  keep  him  !  "  said  Father  McGee  ;  "  and 
it's  such  a  day  for  the  fishing,  too.  You  take  this 
rod  and  don't  keep  foolin'  about  with  hooks,  and 
I'll  go  and  see  your  father,  good  man  that  he  is." 
Maura  the  Rosses,  a  widow  of  forty- two  and  the 
mother  of  a  boy  of  twenty- three,  was  a  woman 
loved  by  her  neighbours.  To  her  children  she 
was  a  very  wise  woman,  knowing  everything. 
What  stories  she  could  tell  ! 

Sitting  by  the  turf  fire  at  night  she  told  tales  of 
Fin  McCool.  Durdree  of  the  Sorrows,  the  Red 
Headed  Man,  and  Kitty  the  Ashy  Pet.  Maura 
spoke  of  these  people  as  if  she  had  known  them 
personally,  and  one  had  to  believe  her,  because  her 
words  were  so  simple  and  full  of  conviction. 

Doalty,  the  eldest  boy,  had   gone  to  London. 

He  was  clever,  and  was  on  the  staff  of  a  newspaper, 

and  had  associated  with  educated  people  ;  but  he 

told  Lady  Ronan,  who  petted  him  a  good  deal-— 

I'm  going  home  ;  I'm  tired  of  London.    That's 

all." 

Maura  the  Rosses  got  a  letter  from  Doalty. 
She  was  standing  out  by  the  hedge  when  she 
received  it.  Then  she  called  to  Norah,  to  Teague, 
and  to  little  Hughie. 


"  Go  down  to  Greenamore,"  she  said  to  Norah. 
"  Get  a  poke  iv  flour,  a  bag  iv  meal,  a  stone  iv 
currants  and  raisins,  a  side  iv  bacon,  and  a  bottle 
iv  whiskey." 

She  said  to  Teague  :  — 

"  Get  the  floor  scrubbed  clean,  whitewash  the 
house,  and  pull  that  grass  off  that's  growin'  on 
the  thatch." 

"  And  you,  Hughie,"  she  said,  "  don't  go  about 
dirtyin'  your  bit^  of  rags,  for  ye' 11  need  them  all 
next  week,  when  Doalty' s  comin'  home  here  to 
his  own  people. 

Doalty's  return  is  full  of  charm.  The  call  of 
his  native  land  was  strong  and  insistent,  and 
never  for  one  instant  did  he  regret  that  he  had 
once  more  thrown  in  his  lot  with  his  own  people. 
"  The  smell  of  the  midden,  the  turf  fire,  and  the 
rich  grass  was  in  his  nostrils,  and  all  this  woke 
pleasant  remembrance  in  the  young  man.  He 
bent  his  lips  io  the  ground,  kissed  it,  and  looked 
round  to  see  if  anyone  had  observed  him." 

"  Just  as  it  used  to  be,"  he  said.  "  Just  the 
same  as  I  mind  it." 

A  girl  could  be  heard  shouting  in  a  shrill  clear 
voice  — 

"  Come  home  with  ye  now,  ye  silly  crathur. 
Have  sense  and  get  on  with  ye,  ye  wee  divil  ye. 
Do  ye  not  want  to  be  milked  the  night  ?  " 

Oiney  Leahy,  the  old  man  who  had  a  fondness 
for  whisky  at  night  and  was  ashamed  of  it  in  the 
morning  excuses  himself  to  Doalty. 

"  I  was  bad  with  the  corns  last  night,"  he  said 
shaking   his   head. 

"  Yes,  you  were,  Oiney,"  Doalty  assented. 
"  I  never  had  them  so  bad." 
"  May  be  your  boots  were  too  tight." 
"  That   was   it,"    said    Oiney,  a  smile  of   relief 
showing  on  his  face  ;   "far  too  tight  across  the 
uppers  they  were." 

The  death  of  Breed  Dermod,  an  old  enemy  of 
Maura  the  Rosses,  but  whom,  nevertheless,  she 
nursed  with  devotion  at  her  end,  was  the  occa  ion 
of  a  great  wake,  which  is  described  with  reali-m 
and  forms  a  chapter  of  great  interest. 

Doalty's  unorthodoxy  was  a  source  of  secret 
disquiet  to  his  mother,  and  it  was  whispered  in 
the  glen  that  he  was  "  Prodestan." 

His  contempt  for  the  old  rogue  of  a  priest  was 
shown  in  such  a  manner  as  caused  him  to  be  "  read 
from  the  altar,"  and  everyone  who  knows  anything 
about  the  power  of  the  priests  over  the  Irish 
peasants  will  understand  why  Doalty  had  once 
more  to  turn  his  back  on  the  Ireland  that  he  loved. 
Our  advice  is  to  obtain  the  book,  and  we  can 
vouch  that  those  who  do  willnot  be  disappointed 
with  their  venture.  But  we  would  dra\v  the 
attention  of  the  reader  to  the  point  that  the 
writer  would  drive  home—"  The  English  don't 
understand  the  Irish,  and  never  will." 

H.  H. 


*  By     Patrick     Magill. 
Jenkins,  Ltd. 


London  :      Herbert 


There  is  all  the  difierence  in  the  world  between 
the  desire  to  do  high  things,  and  the  determination 
to  do  the  next  thing  in  a  high  spirit. 


February  8,  1919       (Cbc  Btltifb  Joumal  of  "Wuretno. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

PJ        1.  ^  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^■^**^*'  •  branch    is   under   the   charge  of   a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

O  ^  •   '^^^    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

Ot^dJllU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are   permitted.  • 

TTl^*  Jj  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  liirvl  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P  |,"L   ,    The  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  cJways 

*  ^Ul  HI  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY, 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  .>..,■.--.■■,■■  Head  Office :  STATION  ST . 

Managing  Director.  E^.'^^V.-^  NOTTINGHAM. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  ^ny  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NO     NURSES     NEED     APPLY, 

To  the  Editor  oj  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  kindly  sending  me  a  copy 
of  your  Journal  of  January  nth.  In  the  para- 
graph you  insert,  "  No  Nurses  Need  Apply,"  may 
I  ask  for  an  explanation  of  this  ?  On  what  page 
of  the  Constitution  and  in  what  words  therein  is 
this  implied  ?  It  will  interest  me  to  know  the 
exact  meaning  of  and  grounds  for  saying  "  No 
Nurses  Need  Apply." 

Geraldine  Bremner. 

22,  Langham  Street,  W. 

.  [The  exact  meaning  of  the  expression  of  opinion 
that  "  no  nurses  need  apply  "  for  seats  on  the 
Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing  is  simple.  A 
Council  nominated  in  the  first  instance  entirely 
of  hospital  officials  is  in  possession.  The  constitu- 
tion provides  for  an  annual  election  of  one  third 
of  this  Council.  All  the  nominated  members  of 
the  Council  stood  for  election.  Nurses  are  at 
liberty  to  nominate  independent  members  of  the 
profession,  but  they  have  to  wrench  the  seats  from 
the  nominees  in  possession.  Unless  the  Register 
of  Voters  is  in  print  and  procurable  (which  it 
should  be,  but  is  not),  any  election  is  a  farce, 
because  the  voters  cannot  communicate  with  the 
constituency,  as  the  officials,  honorary  and  other- 
wise, can  do.  Moreover,  how  is  a  poor  nurse  to 
fight  a  contested  election  under  such  conditions  ? 
She  has  neither  the  time  to  do  so  nor  the  money. 
Such  a  contest  requires  :  i.  Names  and  addresses 
of  electors  ;  2,  organisation  ;  3,  no  nominee  in 
possession.  On  the  first  list  of  candidates  for 
election  by  the  nurse  members  of  the  College  the 
names  of  some  100  nurses  were  sent  out  -quite 
a  number  nominated  independently — and  not  from 
the  inner  ring.  Not  one  independent  member  of 
the  profession  was  elected.  Before  the  next 
election  the  nurses  should  demand  that  the  College 
Register  is  in  print,  so  that  they  can  appeal  to 
their  colleagues  if  they  can  afford  to  do  so. 
Otherwise,  we   repeat,  "  No  Nurses  Need  Applv." 

-Ed.] 

WASTE    OF  NURSES'   MONEY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  note  that  Professor  Glaister  has 
not  availed  hirnself  of  the  invitation  of  "Glasgow 
Born  and  Bred  "  to  Confessional.  I  take  it, 
therefore,  that,  in  a  sentence  or  so,  she  gave  a 
little  word  picture  of  the  methods  of  campaign  as 
organise-d  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the 
Independent  Nurses  respectively:  "The  Man  from 
Scotland  "  travels  up  first-class  on  the  guineas  of 
the  nurses,  and  "  Glasgow  Born  and  Bred" 
journeys  up  third-class  on   her  earnings.      Pravo, 


sturdy  campaigner;  we  welcome  those  of  your 
kidney  to  the  fight.  Once  I  heard  a  Member  of 
the  College  Council  say  how  "  nice  "  it  was  to  be 
able  to  travel  first-class  to  London  every  fortnight, 
if  she  chose,  without  expense.  But  it  is  not  by  the 
luxury  offered  by  a  first-class  travelling  compart- 
ment, nor  by  money,  nor  by  influence,  that  we  hope 
to  win  freedom  for  the  nurses  and  protection  for 
their  hardly  won  qualifications.  We  have  grasped 
the  fact  that  our  battle  has  to  be  fought  with  brains 
and  pens,  and  we  rely  on  those  who,  as  a  speaker 
at  the  Conference  said,  will  "  fight  to  the  end," 
will  fight — and  they  are  the  best  of  all  fighters — 
even  when  hope  has  gone.  But  it  has  not  come  to 
that,  for  the  independent  nurses,  they  who  would 
be  the  architects  of  their  own  profession,  are 
gathered  to  the  standard  of  the  Royal  Charter,  each 
in  her  own  place  and  in  her  own  way,  fighting 
shoulder  to  shoulder  for  the  liberty,  the  progress, 
and  the  economic  independence  of  the  nurses. 
Those  who  prefer  patronage — who,  mentally,  are 
not  sufficiently  evolved  to  do  more  than  reflect  the 
policy  of  "  their  betters  "—may  join  the  College 
and  welcome  whenever  a  Matron  bids  them  "  hurry 
up."  We  have  learnt  at  last  that  "  the  heads  "  of 
the  profession  will  never,  willingly,  lead  us  out  of 
the  slave  market,  but  we'll  fight  our  way  out  our- 
selves, and  drag  with  us,  too,  the  "  clogs  on  the 
wheel  "  who  might  have  shared  with  us  the  stress, 
the  sacrifice,  and  the  glory  of  battle. 
I  am,  &c., 

A  Brither  Scot. 

NURSINCi     PROFESSION     BETRAYED. 

We  regret  to  hold  over  quite  a  number  of  letters 
dealing  with  the  College  of  Nursing  Meeting,  held 
in  London  on  the  23rd  ult.  The  independent 
nurses  evidently  feel  strongly  that  in  supporting 
Clause  4  of  the  College  Bill,  which  provides  for  any 
number  of  Supplementary  Registers  of  specialists, 
the  twenty-two  Matrons  on  the  Council,  whose 
vote  is  overpowering  in  its  decisions,  have  betrayed 
their  professional  interests  and  those  of  the  public. 
We  agree  with  this  opinion. 


WHERE    TO    ADVERTISE. 

Miss  Pell  Smith,  of  the  Home  Hospital,  I^eicester, 
writes: — "  I  shall  be  glad  if  the  enclosed  adver- 
tisement can  be  inserted  in  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing  this  week.  ...  In  response  to  my 
last  advertisement  I  gained  an  excellent  nurse." 
^The  editor  is  pleased  to  receive  this  assurance, 
as  she  is  quite  sure  that,  in  this  particular  instance, 
the  nurse  secured  an  excellent  superintendent. 

OUR   PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

Questions. 

February  Sth. — What  are  the  principal  results  of 
injuries  to  the  spine?  In  what  classes  of  cases  are 
operations  usually  performed?  How  would  you 
nurse  such  a  case  after  operation? 

February  15^/1. — What  are  the  duties  of  the  nurse 
at  the  operation  of  Caesarian  Section?  To  what 
points  would  you  give  special  attention  in  your 
subsequent  care  of  mother  and  child? 
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PRACTISING   MIDWIVES. 


"  Trained  nurses  do  not  take  up  practising 
midwifery  to  any  extent."  That  is  a  charge 
constantly  levelled  against  nurses,  and  it  is  a  true 
one. 

Why  is  it  true  ? 

The  reasons  are  twofold.  They  are  concerned 
with  the  conditions  of  pay,  and  conditions  of 
service. 

Conditions  of  Pay. 

In  the  first  place,  what  is  the  definition  of  a 
"  practising  midmfe  ?  "  We  know  of  no  pro- 
nouncement by  authority — that  is  to  say,  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  In  the  absence  of  this 
we  may  take  it  that  what  is  understood  in  the 
nursing  and  midwifery  worlds  by  a  practising 
midwife  is  one  who  w5rks  in  the  homes  of  the 
poor.  For  some  reason  which  needs  elucidating, 
matrons  and  sisters  in  Maternity  Hospitals,  and 
sisters  in  Labour  Wards  in  Poor  Law  Infirmaries 
are  not  included  in  the  term  "  practising,"  though 
they  may  spend  their  lives  in  the  delivery  and 
care  of  lying-in  patients. 

But  why  in  the  homes  of  the  poor  ?  Is  a 
midwife  not  competent  to  deliver  any  woman  in 
child  birth  ?  If  not,  why  is  she  competent  to 
attend  on  the  poor  ?  Certainly  she  is  certified 
by  the  State  Authorityi — the  Central  Midwives' 
Board' — to  be  competent  to  attend  cases  of  natural 
labour,  which  constitute  about  92  -95  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deliveries  among  rich  and  poor. 

But  here  the  midwife  is  up  against  a  great 
economic  question.  Supposing  she  let  it  be 
known  that  she  would  undertake  to  attend 
women  of  all  classes.  The  medical  profession 
(whether  justly  or  unjustly  need  not  be  here 
discussed)  would  certainly  be  up  in  arms.  A 
lucrative  branch  of  their  profession  would  be  in 
danger  of  slipping  from  their  grasp.  They  woilld 
know  well  how  to  defend  themselves,  and  in 
those  five  to  eight  per  cent,  of  cases  in  which  it 
is  of  supreme  moment  to  midwife  and  patient 
that  medical  aid  should  be  quickly  secured,  the 
midwife's  appeal  for  assistance  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  boycotted  by  every  medical 
practitioner  in  the  neighbourhood.  In-  view  of 
the  urgency  of  the  need  in  these  abnormal  cases, 
she  dare  not  face  the  risk.  She  is,  therefore, 
restricted  to  practising  amongst  the  poor.  This 
is  work  which  is  very  congenial  to  many  midwives, 
but  neither  mid\\-ives  nor  nurses  are  primarily 
out  to  find  a  congenial  occupation,  but  one  by 
which  they  can  support  themselves  during  their 
working  years,  and  put  by  something  for  their 
old  age.  When  the  trained  nurse  considers  the 
adoption  of  the  rdlc  of  practising  midwife  as  a 
business  proposition,  she  finds  she  must  rule  it 
out  of  court.     Even  with  an  average  fee  of  15s. 


a  case,  she  cannot  do  her  duty  by  the  patient 
at  the  time  of  delivery,  and  ten  days  afterwards, 
as  she  understands  it,  and  take  enough  cases  to 
make  a  living  wage. 

Conditions  of  Service. 

When  we  come  to  the  conditions  of  service  they 
are  equally  unsatisfactory.  Midwifery  is  one  of 
those  difficult  callings  in  which  the  work  is  very 
irregular,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  after  care  of 
mothers  and  babies  requires  clockwork  regularity. 
The  best  method  of  combating  the  difficulty  is  for 
several  midwives  to  work  from  a  centre,  so  that 
they  can  relieve  one  another.  But  the  practising 
midwife  usually  works  single  handed,  and  her  work 
may  take  her  from  one  side  of  her  district  to  the 
other,  a  distance  maybe  of  miles. 
^Furthermore,  it  is  difficult  for  a  midwife  to  start 
work  on  her  own  account,  for,  all  over  the  country 
there  is  a  network  of  associations,  which  supply 
midwives ;  the  pay  is  meagre  enough,  but  the  con- 
ditions of  service  are  even  more  distasteful  to  a 
trained  woman,  The7work  is  usually  under  a  lay 
committee.  This  committee  begins  by  placing 
the  midwife  in  its  debt  by  paying  for  her  training, 
and  she  is  thus  bound  by  her  contract  for  a  term 
of  years,  because  it  has  advanced  this  money,  and 
must  work  out  her  indebtedness  to  the  committee. 
Further,  in  some  instances,  at  any  rate,  her  certifi- 
cates are  commandeered  and  retained  until  the 
term,  generally  of  three  years,  is  fulfilled.  Why  ? 
No  one  but  the  owner  has  any  right  to  a  hospital 
certificate,  and  no  one  but  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  has  authority  to  demand  its  certificate — for 
cause  shown.  Incidentally  it  is  an  open  question 
whether  even  the  Central  Midwives  Board  has  the 
right  to  demand  a  midwife's  certificate  until  she 
has  been  tried  afid  sentenced  by  the  Board. 
)|What  moreover  would  happen  if  a  midwife 
whose  certificate  had  been  impounded  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  such  an  Association  were  cited  to 
appear  before  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and,  as 
a  preliminary,  were  required  to  surrender  her 
certificate  to  its  keeping,  pending  the  settlement 
of  her  case  ? 

Or,  to  take  anotlier  instance,  what  would  happen 
to  the  certificates  supposing  a  nurse  did  not  fulfil 
her  contract  with  an  Arsociation  supplying  mid- 
wives  ?  Would  the  Committee  destroy  her  certifi- 
catee- — in  which  case  they  would  presumably  lay 
them~elves  open  to  an  action  for  damages^ — or, 
if  not,  what  is  the  use  of  impounding  them  ? 
But  the  whole  attitude  of  the  lay  plutocrat  to  the 
trained  woman  worker  is  both  insolent  and  lacking 
in  understanding  and  sympathy. 

And  people  wonder  why  well  trained,  well- 
educated  nurses  do  not  take  up  work  as  "  prac- 
tising midwives." 

Another  instance  of  the  treatment  accorded  to  a 
practising  midwife  has  been  brovight  to  my  notice 
within  the  last  week. 
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A  nurse,  trained  at  King's  College  Hospital,  with 
an  honourable  record  of  over  thirty  years'  work 
behind  her,  much  of  it  as  a  private  nurse,  in  con- 
nection with  a  well  known  institution,  and  who 
has  for  years  now  been  working  as  a  practising 
midwife,  has  been  seriously  ill.  At  the  instance 
of  her  Local  Supervising  Authority  she  has  sur- 
rendered her  certificate  to  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  a  procedure  usually  urged  by  such  autho- 
rities   when    they   wish   to    get    an   incompetent 

honi-fide  "  midwife  off  the  Roll  without  citing 
her  to  appear  before  the  Board. 

The  nurse  in  question  considered  that  the  Board 
might  want  her  certificate  in  case  it  should  fall  into 
unsuitable  hands  in  the  event  of  her  death,  and 
being  an  extremely  honourable  woman,  ill 
advisedly  surrendered  it. 

The  inspector  of  this  highly  qualified  woman  is 
not  a  midwife,  yet  she  asserts  that,  had  she 
not  given  up  her  certificate,  the  inspector  would 
have  been  round  every  other  week  to  examine  the 
condition  of  her  bag. 

I  would  as  soon  think  it  necessary  to  examine 
the  condition  of  the  midwifery  bag  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board. 

No.  I  shall  not  take  up  work  as  a  practising 
midwife,  much  as  I  enjoy  working  as  a  midwife 
amongst  the  poor. 

Margaret  Breay. 


She  complained  that  getting  rid  of  the  baby 
was  "  part  of  the  routine  "  of  rescue  work. 

She  alluded  to  that  "  terrible  old  shibboleth" 
of  "  sin  made-  easy."  She  asked  that  virtue 
might  not  be  made  impossible. 

Dr.  Saleeby  said  that  the  divorcing  of  mother 
and  child  was  one  of  the  worst  social  crimes  of 
the  day.  %uee  ^: 

He  instanced  the  cases  of  ophthalmia  neon- 
atorum at  the  Eye  Hospital,  Liverpool,  where 
statistics  proved  that  in  cases  where  the  mother 
was  admitted  with  the  child,  the  recovery  took 
place  in  half  the  time.  "  Queer,  is  it  not  ?  "  he 
said,  "  and  natural."  He  was  himself  assured 
that  the  problems  of  adolescence  must  be  first 
dealt  with  and  that  marriage  should  not,  as  now, 
be  postponed  till  a  decade  late. 

He  said  that  the  thing  that  was  necessary  was 
to  put  into  operation  the  permissive  clauses  of 
the  Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Bill.  It 
enables  the  Local  Authorities  to  do  wonders,  but 
only  a  few  put  it  into  action. 

If  councillors  raised  the  rates,  they  would  be 
councillors   no  longer.         • 

Dr.  J.  H.  Sequira  spoke  of  the  question  in 
relation  to  syphilis,  and  said  that  it  should  be 
recognised  that  it  was  possible,  with  suitable 
treatment  that  the  child  of  a  syphilitic  parent 
could  be  born  perfectly  healthy  and  without  any 
taint  of.  disease. 


THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER  AND  HER 
CHILD. 


A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Mansion  House,  on 
January  28th,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  problem  of  the  unmarried 
mother  and  her  child. 

The  Bishop  of  Birmingham,  in  a  very  sym- 
pathetic speech,  said  they  were  not  there  to 
consider  the  chronically  immoral,  but  the  woman 
who,  loving,  had  yielded  herself  wholly  to  the 
man  she  loved. 

The  question  was  at  whose  door  the  fault  really 
lav. 

Was  it  that  of  the  parent  ?  the  State,  Religion, 
low  class  public  opinion  ?  Judge  not,  he  said, 
too  harshly ;  circumstances  often  make  for 
vice. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Barnes,  O.B.E.,  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  beset  the  unmarried  mother  in  dealing 
with  her  child.  She  spoke  of  the  almost  impos- 
sibility of  finding  suitable  foster  mothers  for  the 
infants,  and  the  desirability  of  keeping  the 
mother  with  the  child.  These  babies,  she  said, 
were  unwanted,  uncared  for,  pushed  hither  and 
thither,  thrown  off,  somehow,  somewhere,  any- 
where. 

The  saving  of  both  mother  and  child  was  the 
foundation  of  reconstruction.  The  unmarried 
mother  should  be  regarded  primarily  as  a  mother, 
and  as  a  human  being  and  treated  with 
respect. 


AN  OPEN  VERDICT. 


A  terrible  tragedy  occurred  last  week  at  a 
nursing  home  for  unmarried  mothers'^  in  Derby, 
and  was  the  svibject  of  an  inquest,  at  which  the 
jury  returned  an  open  verdict  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  had  been  neglect  in  not  having 
some  person  in  charge  of  the  room  in  which  the 
tragedy  occurred. 

The  facts  stated  at  the  inquest  were  that  a 
room  in  the  home  contained  thirteen  infants 
who  were  left  unattended  while  the  nurses  went 
down  to  their  supper,  and  that  the  grate  was 
vxnguarded.  What  happened  during  that  time 
will  probably  never  be  known,  but  the  nurses 
returned  to  find  the  room  in  flames.  It  is  assumed 
that  a  spark  from  the  unguarded  grate  fell  upon 
the  drapery  of  the  nearest  cot,  only  four  feet 
away.  The  rest  was  all  too  easy,  and  the  nurses 
returned  to  find  one  six  months'  old  baby  dead 
in  its  cot,  and  another  child  of  the  same  age  so 
seriously  burnt  that  Tt  died  within  a  few  hours. 

The  nurses  who  gave  evidence  at  the  inquest 
admitted  that,  although  the  babies  could  not 
leave  their  cots,  it  was  not  safe  to  allow  them  to 
remain  alone. 

It  should  be  a  universal  rule,  admitting  of 
no  exception,  that  M^ards  containing  helples,- 
persons,  whether  infants,-  sick,  or  infirm  should 
never  be  left  alone,  night  or  day.  Tragedies 
happen  with  appalling  rapidity. 
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EDITORIAL. 


BUILDERS     WHO     ARE     MASTERS    OF 
THEIR     CRAFT. 

The  proposal  that  the  military  organization 
of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  should  assume 
authority  in  civil  nursing,  and  be  utilized  to 
provide  nursing-  aid  to  the  poor  in  country 
districts,  is  one  which  raises  questions  of  the 
greatest  professional  and  public  importance. 

Fundamentally,  the  point  upon  which 
efficiency,  or  the  reverse,  depends,  is,  to  whose 
hands  the  organization  of  the  proposed  new 
work  is  to  be  entrusted. 

The  Red  Cross  Society  in  this  country  has 
always,  in  relation  to  nursing,  been  an 
aristocratic,  unprofessional,  organization,  and 
those  in  high  places  in  its  counsels  have  been 
selected  for  their  social  position  and  influence, 
not  their  professional  knowledge. 

This  is  where  our  own  organization  contrasts 
so  unfavourably  with  that  of  our  American 
colleagues.  The  material  to  be  utilized  in  war- 
time, to  supplement  the  work  of  trained 
nurses,  ^yhen  the  demands  on.  their  services  are 
abnormal,  is  much  the  same  both  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thousands  of  women,  the  majority  young, 
eager,  undisciplined,  ardently  desirous  of 
giving  help  to  their  country  at  a  time  of 
national  danger,  offered  their  services  to  their 
respective  Red  Cross  Societies. 

In  such  a  crisis  it  is  of  supreme  importance 
whose  hand  is  at  the  helm. 

As  the  Times  admits,  "the  minimum  educa- 
tional equipment  of  a  V.A.D.  nursing  member 
before  the  war  was  of  the  slightest.  She  had 
to  attend  a  few  lectures,  and  pass  two  very 
tender  examinations,  in  first  aid  and  home 
nursing.  She  need  have  no  practical  experience 
worth  mentioning."  . 

In    America    the  organization    to   deal   with 


such  willing  untraine<i  help  was  ready  to  hand, 
for  at  the  helm  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  were  some  of  the  most  experienced 
leaders  of  our  profession.  Only  trained  and 
registered  nurses  were  enrolled  as  members  of 
Red  Cross  units,  and  numbers  of  these  were 
set  free  for  active  service  by  the  untrained 
volunteers,  who  took  subordinate  positions  in 
home  hospitals,  and  thus  rendered  most  useful 
assistance. 

In  this  country  the  situation  was  not  con- 
trolled by  a  central  professional  organization, 
and  persons  of  social  influence  and  position, 
and  little  or  no  training  in  nursing,  proceeded 
on  active  service,  while  thousands  of  trained 
nurses  were  unable  to  obtain  the  opportunity 
of  rendering  the  help  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
for  which  their  training  and  standing  entitled 
them,  and  of  which  our  sailors  and  soldiers 
were  in  urgent  need. 

It  is  now  proposed  that  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  shall  organize  a  Peac.e-time  Service  of 
V.A.D.s  to  assist  in  the  nursing  of  the  poor 
in  their  own  homes  in  country  districts.  If 
such  work  is  undertaken,  it  is  imperative  that 
its  organization  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
"  Builders  who  are  Masters  of  their  Craft." 
At  the  present  time  the  organization  of  nursing 
in  country  districts  is  largely  in  the  hands  of 
ladies  of  social  position,  and  the  standard, 
outside  that  maintained  for  Queen's  Nurses, 
usually  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  If  the 
nursing  in  rural  districts  is  to  be  controlled 
by  lay  persons,  carried  out  by  nurses  in- 
adequately trained,  with  the  assistance  of 
V.A.D.s  whose  work  they  have  not  the  know- 
ledge to  supervise,"  Heaven  help  the  poor.  It 
is  for  their  representatives  in  Parliament  to 
see  that  the  poor  in  sickness  are  protected, 
and  that  one  standard  of  knowledge  and 
efficiency  is  demanded  of  nurses  of  rich  and 
poor  alike. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  ARE  THE   PRINCIPAL    RESULTS   OP    INJURIES 

TO  THE  5PINE?     IN   WHAT    CLASSES  OF  CASES  ARE 

OPERA  I  IONS  PERFORMED?  HOW  WOULD  YOU  NURSE 

SUCH    A    CASE    AFTER    OPERATION? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Burrodale,  50, 
Chatham  Street,  Edg-eley,  Stockport. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  principal  results  of  injuries  to  the  spine 
are  : — 

(i)  Compression  of,  or  tearing-  of,  or  cutting 
through,  the  spinal  cord. 

(2)  Loss  of  sensation  below  the  seat  of 
injury. 

(3)  -^  girdle  of  pain  due  to  irritated  nerve 
endings  just  above  the  seat  of  injury. 

(4)  Partial  or  complete  paralysis  below  the 
seat  of  injury. 

(5)  Paralysis  of  sphincters,  .causing  incon- 
tinence of  urine  and  faeces,  sometimes  reten- 
tion, with  overflow  and  constipation,  from 
paralysis  of  mesenteric  ,and  vescical  nervesi 

(6)  Bedsores,  from  Jack  of  nutrition  to  the 
parts  and  from  pressure 

Secondary  results  are  : — 

(i)  Spinal  concussion,  causing  immediate 
and  varying  paraplegia  and  shock,  and  absence 
of  reflexes. 

(2)  Spinal  haemorrhage,  which  may  be  either 
inside  or  outside  the  cord,  causing  irritation 
and  pain. 

(3)  Spinal  meningitis  (hyperaesthesia,  spasm, 
and  paralysis). 

(4)  Spinal  myelitis.  The  structure  of  the 
cord  may  be  destroyed. 

(5)  Spinal  neurasthenia,  with  pain  in  the 
back,  inability  for  mental  or  physical  effort, 
and  hyperaesthesia. 

Operations  are  usually  performed  in  those 
cases  in  which — 

(i)  The  deep  reflexes  are  present,  indicating 
that  the  lesion  is  not  a  complete  one. 

(2)  In  those  cases  in  which  the  cauda  equina 
is  injured. 

(3)  In  cases  of  a  depressed  fracture  of  a 
neural  arch. 

(4)  When  paraplegia  arises  after  an  interval, 
from  the  presence  of  blood,  or  inflammatory 
exudation,  cicatrices,  or  callus. 

In  nursing  such  a  case  after  operation  two 
courses  might  be  pursued. 

(i)  If  the  operation  were  performed  soon 
after  the  injury  occurred  and  the  body  was  in 
good  condition,  no  tendency  to  bedsores  being 


apparent,  the  patient  might  be  nursed  in  the 
recumbent  position  on  a  firm,  hard  mattress 
under  which  fracture  boards  had  been  placed. 

A  section  bed  would  be  preferable,  so  that 
the  portion  under  the  buttocks  could  be  gently 
withdrawn  when  the  bedpan  was  required ; 
failing  that,  the  bowels  could  be  relieved  on  a 
very  large  pad  of  non-absorbent  wool. 

If  retention  with  overflow  is  present,  a  urinal 
should  be  fixed  in  position,  and  should  be  care- 
fully padded  round  the  rim  to  prevent  soreness 
arising  from  pressure. 

The  bowels  must  be  kept  loose  by  aperients 
or  enemata. 

The  bladder,  if  there  is  retention,  must  be 
emptied  at  regular  intervals  of  six  or  at  most 
eight  hours,  strict  aseptic  precautions  being 
observed. 

The  diet  should  be  liquid  until  after  the  first 
evacuation  of  the  bowels,  which  will  probably 
be  on  the  third  day  after  operation.  After- 
wards it  should  consist  of  light,  nourishing, 
and  easily  digestible  food. 

A  close  watch  must  be  kept  for  any  sign  of 
bedsores,  and  if  any  indication  occurs  in  the 
region  of  the  sacrum,  the  patient  should  be 
immediately  placed  upon  a  water  bed. 

The  heels  and  ankles  can  be  protected  from 
pressure  by  rings  made  of  non-absorbent  wool 
or  teased  out  tow,  wrapped  lightly  round  with 
bandages. 

Where  paraplegia  exists  there  will  be  a  ten- 
dency to  foot-drop,  and  the  feet  should  be  sup- 
ported bv  sandbags  and  protected  from  the 
weight  of  the  bedclothes  by  a  cage,  care  being 
taken,  however,  to  keep  the  limbs  warm  by 
means  of  a  soft,  light  inner  blanket. 

Those  parts  liable  to,  bedsores  should  be 
frequently  washed,  gently  massaged,  treated 
with  methylated  spirit,  eau  de  Cologne,  or 
brandy,  to  toughen  the  skin,  afterwards  using 
olive  oil,  or  castor  oil  and  zinc  ointment  in  the 
region  of  the  buttocks  to  protect  the  skin  from 
any  dampness  which  may  occur. 

(2)  If  the  patient  has  been  suffering  from 
the  injury  for  some  time  previous  to  the  opera- 
tion, and  there  is  immediate  fear  of  bedsores, 
he  should  be  placed  upon  a  water  bed  at  once. 

The  nurse  should  be  very  careful  not  to  lean 
upon  the  bed  or  in  any  way  disturb  its  level 
when  attending  to  the  patient,  the  great  point 
being  to  keep  the  spine  absolutely  straight  and 
still. 

Otherwise  the  treatment  would  be  as  pre- 
viously described. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
ably   mention: — Miss    M.    E.    Thorpe,    Miss 
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E.  A.  Noblett,  Miss  W.  M.  Appleton,  Miss  P. 
Thompson,  Miss  M.  James. 

QUESTION    FOR   NBXT  WEEK. 

What  are  the  duties  of  the  nurse  at  the 
operation  of  Caesarian  Section?  To  what 
points  would  you  g^ive  special  attention  in  your 
subsequent  care  of  mother  and  child? 


THE  DOVE  OF  PEACE. 


ROYAL  RFD  CROSS. 


The  King  has  been  pleaeed  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  East  Africa  :— 

First  Class 
Miss   M.    E.    Ensor,    Matron,    T.F.N.S.  ;      Miss   M. 
Gilkes-Robinson,   Matron,   T.F.N.S.  ;     Miss  L.   Outh- 
waite,  Matron,   Q.A.M.N.S.L 

Second  Class. 
Miss  E.  B.  Beet,  StaflE  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Mrs. 
N.  Browne,  V.A.D.,  late  E.  Afr.  Nursing  Service  ; 
Mrs.  K.  Chisholm,  Matron,  Northern  Rhodesia  Med. 
Co.  ;  Miss  M.  Deiringer,  Sister,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Miss 
K.  L.  Flether,  Sister,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  Lambert, 
Sister,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Misj  L.  Lezard,  Staff  Nurse, 
S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  B.  D.  Lovibond,  Nursing  Sister, 
E.  Air.  Mil.  Nursing  Service  ;  Miss  L.  May,  Sister, 
S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  McLachlan,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N. 
S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Pratt,  Sister,  Uganda  Med.  Service  ; 
Miss  E.  B.  Topp,  Sister,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  C.  Ward, 
Staff  Nurse,  S.A.M.N.S. 


TRUE    TALE    WITH    A    MORAL. 

Heard  in  an  Omnibus. 

Conductor  (reproaching  a  passenger  for  ringing 
the  bell  unnecessarily).    An  altercation  is  pending. 

Woman  Passenger  :  "  Never  mind.  Don't  be 
hard  on  him.  Don't  you  see  he  is  wearing  the 
Mons  Ribbon  and  a  wound  stnpe  ?  " 

Yo'tng  Man  (in  mufti,  sitting  next  her)  :  "  He's 
not  the  only  one.  I've  got  the  D.C.M.  (producing 
it),  and  I've  no  legs." 

(Passenger  notes  that  his  legs  protrude  stiffly 
across  the  'bus.) 

The  'bus  here  reaches  Oxford  Ciicus  and  fills  up 
(over-full).  Young  man  seeing  a  seat  at  the 
end  makes  for  it,  so  that  his  artificial  legs  do  not 
trip  up  incoming  passengers. 
•  Elderlv  Gentleman  rises  to  give  his  seat  to  an 
able-bodied  young  woman  who  is  standing. 

Another  Passenger  :  "  'Ere,  young  man,  what  are 
you  doing  settin',  and  letting  the  old  gent,  stand  ?" 

Young  Man  (goaded  to  desperation,  gets  up  and 
flings  himself  out  of  the  'bus)  :  "  I'll  get  out ;  let 
me  get  out.  I  can't  stand.  How  can  I  when  I've 
got  no  legs  ?  " 

Moral. — Before  you  reproach  a  young  man  for 
not  standing,  make  sure  that  he  is  not  incapaci- 
tated from  doing  so  because  he  gave  his  body  to  be 
mutilated,  in  order  to  preserve  yours  whole  and 
sound.  _,  ,^ 


They  watched  her  head  for  the  lurid  sky 
With  wings  spreading  wide  in  flight  ; 
Over  a  sea  that  was  surging  high 
And  lashing  in  angry  light. 

Heavy  their  hearts  when  she  turned  no  more. 

And  ever  the  portents  grew 

Darker  and  darker,  from  shore  to  shore, 

As  the  world  storm  closer  drew. 
Crash  of  armaments,  thunder  of  guns. 
Trampling  of  countless  hosts  : 
What  was  a  Dove  to  the  dauntless  ones 
Who  thronged  to  the  danger  posts  ? 

She  crooned  no  more  in  the  dusky  fir 
FUnging  its  incense  to  noon. 
Nor  dreamt  where  velvety  night- moths  stir, 
And  bats  wheel  under  the  moon. 

But  some  who  cherished  her  vacant  nest 

In  absence,  remembered  oft 

The  precept  left  as  her  last  behest 

Or  ever  she  sped  aloft. 
"  Oh !    Nurses,  mark  how  the  dawn  glows  red. 
Dear  Women  who  watch  at  home 
Trim  ye  your  lamps,  carry  on,"  it  said^ 
"  And  occupy  till  I  come." 

Thus  they  went  forth,  and  enduring  sought. 

With  eyes  on  the  distant  heights. 

To  face  the  horror  the  mornings  brought. 

The  terror  that  filled  the  nights  ! 

Mid  fire  and  poison,  and  rain  of  lead. 
Where  fiercest  the  waves  leapt  high, 
Mid  broken  living,  and  shattered  dead. 
The  Regents  of  Peace  stood  by. 

They  kept  the  faith,  but  they  watched   for  years 

The  river  of  human  pain 

Rush  seawards,  swollen  with  human  tears. 

Ere  the  Dove  flew  home  again. 

When  Death  lay  sated  at  long,  long  last. 

His  hideous  orgies  o'er. 

She  ro.  e  again  from  the  gracious  past 

And  came  to  her  own  once  more. 

The  Dove  whose  wings  are  "  like  silver  wings. 
And  burnished  "  feathers  like  gold  " 
Bearing  a  branch  of  the  same  green  things 
A  Dove  once  gathered  of  old. 

She  coos  no  more  at  the  close  of  day. 

High  up  in  the  dusky  firs  ; 

But  mourns  the  times  that  have  passed  away, 

The  sceptre  that  once  was  hers. 

C.  B.  M. 


An  American  Red  Cross  Relief  Commission 
to  Poland  left  Paris  last  week,  headed  by  Dr. 
Walter  C.  Bailey,  of  Boston,  and  including  a 
personnel  of  about  thirty  officers  and  nurses 
drawn  from  the  American  Red  Cross  personnel 
in  London  and  Paris. 


lOO 
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THE    MILITARY    HOSPITAL   FOR 
CANADIAN   OFFICERS. 


The  Military  Hospital  for  Canadian  Officers 
which  was  opened  a  few  weeks  ago  in  North  Audley 
Street,  London,  W.,  is  one  that  might  serve  as  a 
model  of  maximum  proficiency  and  comfort,  with 
a  minimum  of  equipment. 

Every  detail  speaks  of  considered  judgment, 
experience  and  sympathy.  The  building  occupied 
was  formerly  a  hotel,  and  the  fine  lounge  now 
fulfils  the  same  purpose  for  the  convalescing 
officers.  The  spacious,  well-lighted  dining-room 
is  furnished  with  small,  numbered  tables,  hotel 
fashion,    which    are    attractively    set    out    with 


The  bed-side  lockers,  which  are  also  a  specialty 
have  many  convenient  features,  one  of  which 
is  the  dra  wer  at  the  top,  which,  when  drawn 
out,  discloses  a  good-sized  mirror  which  can  be 
placed  in  position  on  the  drawer  itself  or  be  erected 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  patients  can  see  to 
shave. 

The  officers  of  high  rank  have  single  rooms  with 
a  bathroom  opening  out  from  them. 

On  each  floor  there  is  a  service  room,  where  the 
meal  trays,  &c.,  are  prepared  for  the  bed  cases. 
The  plain,  scrubbed  trays,  with  the  little  white 
cloths  and  pretty  china,  looked  very  appetising. 

The  cupboards  for  the  bed-pans  are  steam- 
heated,  so  that  the  utensils  are  ready  for  use. 

The  equipment  of  the  beautiful  theatre,  with  its 
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charming  Doulton  ware,  and  other  dainty  acces- 
sories. The  Matron's  and  Sisters'  section  is  at  one 
end  of  the  same  roora,  their  meal  times  being  at 
different  hours  to  tho.e  of  the  patients. 

The  small  wards  and  double  and  single  rooms 
are  really  delightful,  and  the  soft  colours  do  great 
credit  to  the  taste  of  the  Matron,  who,  we  under- 
stand, was  responsible  for  the  scheme. 

The  walls  are  distempered  in  oyster  white,  the 
woodwork  is  painted  to  match,  and  the  furniture 
is  enamelled  white.  The  full  sash  cl  rtains  are 
of  casement  cloth  of  a  deep  cream  colour,  and 
reach  to  the  top  of  the  wide  lower  sash.  The  only 
colours  in  the  room  are  the  shades  to  the  electric 
lamps  beside  each  bed.  These  are  of  either 
nasturtium,  or  old  rose-coloured,  silk.  Added  to 
this  the  screen  drapery  is  of  myrtle  green.  The 
whole  effect  is  most  restful  and  soothing. 


perfect  lighting  system,  owes  a  great  deal  to  the 
experience  and  ingenuity  of  its  able  Theatre  Sister, 
and  has  every  accessory  that  can  make  for 
perfection.  The  spacious  sterilising  room  is  speci- 
ally to  be  commended.  , 

In  a  brief  notice  such  as  this,  it  is  not  possible  to 
enlarge  on  the  many  attractive  points  or  to  draw 
attention  to  all  the  detail  of  this  hospital,  so  much 
of  which  is"  worthy  of  note. 

The  accommodation  is  for  171  officers,  and  the 
nursing  Staff  consists  of  a  Matron  and  25  graduate 
nurses,  so  that  it  can  be  well  imagined  that  there 
are  not  many  idle  moments,  as  many  of  the 
patients  are  seriously  ill.  The  Commanding 
Officer  is  Major  Walter  of  the  C.A.M.C. 

The  Matron,  Miss  E.  B.  Ross,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Montreal  General  Hospital.  That  she  is 
also  very  able  goes  without  saying. 
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The  equipment  was  practically  all  made  in 
England,  and  though  we  understand  the  signing 
of  the  Armistice  put  a  stop  to  many  additions 
that  were  contemplated,  we  failed,  at  our  visit 
recently,  to  see  any  room  for  improvement,  indeed 
some  credit  is  due  to  the  British  workman,  who  in 
spite  of  war  conditions,  and  the  fact  that  the 
work  had  to  be  put  through  at  the  Christmas 
Season,  has  achieved  such  satisfactory  results. 

The  architect  is  Major  C.  F.  Skipper  of  Cam- 
bridge, now  attached  to  the  Canadian  Army. 
This  is  only  one  of  many  hospitals  that  he  has 
designed,  among  which  are  the  Canadian  Hospital 
at  Orpington,  Kent,  and  the  one  given  by  the 
Canadians  to  the  French  nation. 

H.  H. 


THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB, 

205,    Bath   Street,   Glasgow. 

The  fourth  lecture  of  the  Series  will  be  given 
in  the  Club  on  Saturday,  February  22nd,  at 
7.30  p.m.,  by  Dr.  Marion  Gilchrist.  Subject : 
"  The  Eye." 

A  whist  drive  has  been  arranged  for  the  evening 
of  Saturday,  March  ist,  1919.  Tickets  2s.  6d. 
each.  Members  wishing  to  take  part  are  requested 
to  give  their  names  to  Secretary  before  February 
15th.  __^. 

"We  hear  this  Club  is  already  proving  a  source 
of  great  happiness  to  Scottish  Nurses. 
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CANADIAN    SISTERS'    LEAVE. 

Canadian  Nursing  Sisters  are  asking  that  they 
may  have  equal  rights  with  officers  and  men, 
and  be  granted  leave  before  returning  to  Canada 
after  six  months'  service.  This  seems  only  fair 
and  it  is  very  natural  that  they  should  Avish 
to  see  something  of  the  Old  Country,  as  the  trip 
across  the  ocean  is  costly  and  many  of  them  may 
not  have  another  chanee. 


A  SAD  TRAGEDY. 

A  telegram  from  Bar  le  Due  states  that  two 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  killed  on  Sunday 
by  a  collision  between  an  automobile  in  which 
they  were  riding  and  a  cyclist.  The  cyclist  was 
also  killed.     This  is  a  sad  tragedy. 


THE  IRONY  OF  FATE. 

Whilst  President  Wilson  is  being  treated 
with  more  than  imperial  honours  in  Europe-— 
as  the  saviour  of  humanitarian  ideals- — women 
suffragists  have  burned  him  in  effigy  outside  the 
White  House  in  Washington,  as  the  Senate  ha3 
again  rejected  the  Woman  Suffrage  amendment 
to  the  American  Constitution.  Forty  of  the 
stalwarts  have  been  taken  into  custody.  It  does 
seem  the  irony  of  fate  that  President  Wilson 
should  dominate  the  Peace  Conference  in  Paris, 
in  his  demand  for  equality  of  human  rights, 
even  for  the  most  uncivihsed  hosts,  when  the 
inteUigentsia  of  American  women  are  hauled  ofi 
to  jail  for  claiming  their  right  to  liberty,  equaUty, 
and  fraternity,  in  "  God's  own  country  !  "  The 
Senators  from  the  old  Slave  States  down  South 
form  the  reactionary  party. 
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TAILS   UP. 

We  have  constant  complaints  from  nurses 
in  the  country  that  they  are  unable  1o  gfet  extra 
copies  of  this  Journal.  We  regfret  this,  as  the 
more  nurses  who  study  a  professional  as 
ag-ainst  lay  edited  publications  for  nurses,  the 
better.  But  when  we  receive  orders  for  50 
copies  at  a  time  from  non-subscribers  when 
one  item  is  of  special  interest  to  them,  we 
would  remind  our  appreciative  readers  that 
paper  is  still  rationed,  and  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  meet  such  large  orders  after  the 
week's  supply  has  been  printed.  May  we 
advise  trained  nurses  who,  at  this  crisis  of 
their  affairs,  desire  to  keep  up  with  their  pro- 
fessional affairs,  that  the  best  course  is  to 
become  an  annual  subscriber,  and  that  to  meet 
their  needs  we  have  already  announced  a 
scheme  for  their  benefit. 

Owing  to  the  cost  of  production  at  the  pre- 
sent   enormous    increase    of    printing,    paper, 
publishing — more  than  double  the  cost  before 
the  war — the  B.J.N,  is  now  2d.  weekly  instead 
of  id.,  but  any  Matron,  Sister,  Nurse,  or  Mid- 
wife, who  is  a  member  of  an  organized  Profes- 
sional  Society  of   Nurses  or  Midwives,    maj' 
have  the  Journal  weekly,  post  free,  by  sub- 
scribing 6s.  6d.  for  the  year  at  home,  and  9s. 
abroad.    The  name  of  the  Society  must  be  sent 
in,  with  the  order  and  money,  to  the  Manager, 
The    British    Journal    of    Nursing    Office, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i,  and  not  to 
the  Editor.   All  matter  of  a  literary  nature  may 
be  sent  to  the  Editor  at  20,   Upper  Wimpole 
Street,  London,  W.  i,  who  is  always  pleased 
to    receive    items    of    news    and    newspapers 
marked  which  readers  may  wish  noticed.    The 
Journal    has    made    much    marked    progress 
during  the  past  year,   in  spite  of  many  diffi- 
culties consequent  upon  war,  and  in  spite  of 
attack  has  fulfilled  its  obligations  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large,  in  standing  straight  and  firm 
for    its    rightful    professional    status,    and    in 
exposing  the  widespread  attempt  by  confirmed 
anti-registrationists  to  grasp  its  absolute  con- 
trol by  hospital  officials — the  policy  of  the  anti- 
registration  party  these  thirty  years. 

We  rejoice  to  find  an  ever-increasing  number 
of  nurses  realising  their  duty  to  their  profes- 
sion, and  unless  they  are  prepared  to  be  legis- 
lated for  like  sheep,  they  n  ust  be  up  and  doing 
in  their  own  defence. 

We  cannot  leave  this  question  of  the  value  of 
a  professional  organ  In  the  i^ress,  to  any  body 
of  professional  workers,  without  a  word  of 
thanks  to  our  splendid  little  band  of  voluntary 
workers  who  have  maintained  this  privilege  for 
nurses  during  this  time  of  stress.     The  names 


of  Margaret  Breay,  Henrietta  Hawkins, 
Beatrice  Kent,  Annie  Hulme,  Ada  Jessop, 
PhlUis  Craig,  Isabel  Macdonald,  and  Clara 
Belasyse  Myers  (our  Poet  Laureate),  have  con- 
tributed service  to  their  colleagues  of  the 
highest  value.  Reporting,  transcribing, 
creating,  writing,  and  clerical  work,  all  have 
been  most  generously  given — a  veritable 
labour  of  love.  The  Hon.  Editor  desires  here 
and  now  to  express  her  gratitude  for  the 
;£i,ooo  annually — the  lowest  estimate  at 
which  this  expert  and  ceaseless  work  can  be 
valued — and  she  thinks  the  profession  owes 
them  a  vote  of  th.anks  too. 

The  B.J.N,  means  to  have  a'  Peace  Party,  at 
which  these  ladies  will  be  the  guests  of  honour. 
We  women  often,  through  ignorance,  fail  to 
recognise  at  how  great  a  sacrifice  our  liberties 
are  maintained. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  Ladies'  Field  states  that  "  Princess 
Arthur  of  Connaught  has  received  many  con- 
gratulations from  Royal  relatives  and  friends 
on  her  admirable  and  prize-winning  paper  on 
'  Eclampsia  '  in  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing."  

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  M.  Heather- 
Bigg  have  been  elected  on  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Watch- 
ing Council,  organized  by  the  Viscountess 
Rhondda,  which  hopes  to  be  able  to  offer 
reliable  and  expert  advice,  during  the  passage 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill,  on  the  various 
interests  involved. 


We  have  been  officially  informed  that  : — 

With  gratitude  and  after  much  careful 
thought  the  Treasurer  and  Almoners  of  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital  have  accepted  the  most 
generous  trust  in  the  gift  of  St.  John's  House 
for  private  Nurses,  which  will  in  future  be 
known  as  St.  John's  and  St.  Thomas'  Private 
Nurses'  House. 

In  accepting  this  trust  their  wishes  are  clear  ; 
they  desire  only  that  it  shall  be  for  those 
Nurses  who  are  desirous  of  taking  up  private 
nursing,  and  that  the  public  should  feel  they 
can  obtain  from  such  an  affiliation  Nurses  of 
high  standard  and  training. 

The  Governors  also  desire  that  it  should  be 
clearly  understood  that  in  this  affiliation  no 
benefit  shall  accrue  to  the  Hospital.  Nurses 
will  receive  their  own  fees,  less  the  smallest 
possible  percentage,  with  the  privileges  and 
comforts  which  the  House  will  bring  them. 
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All  accounts  will  be  kept  separately  from  the 
Hospital,  and  it  is  their  earnest  wish  that  the 
great  traditions  of  the  past  of  St.  John's  House 
shall  be  maintained. 


The  Committee  of  Manag-ement  of  Mount 
Vernon  Hospital  has  unanimously  decided  to 
grant  a  further  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the 
nursing  staff  of  the  institution.  Sisters  now 
receive  an  annual  increase  until  a,  maximum  of 
;^75  per  annum  is  reached,  while  probationer 
nurses  receive  ;^20  for  their  first,  ;/£2^  for  their 
second,  and  ;^30  for  their  third  year's  service.. 
The  wages  of  the  domestic  staff  are  also 
increased  in  amounts  varying  with  periods  of 
service. 

Recognition  of  the  value  of  their  skilled 
work  will  have  an  enormous  effect  in  the 
general  uplift  of  professional  nursing.  Poverty 
has  a  cramping  influence,  especially  on  the 
evolution  of  human  mentality,  and  trained 
nursing  demands  all  the  mental  stimulus  it  can 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  Albert  Edward 
Holdings,  described  as  a  porter,  who  concealed 
himself  in  the  shrubs  in  the  front  garden  of  thp 
Nurses'  Home  attached  to  the  Metropolitan 
Hospital,  was  convicted  at  the  North  London 
Police  Court  "  for  unlawfully  behaving  as  a 
night  walker  and  eavesdropper,"  under  the  old 
common  law,  and  ordered  to  find  one  surety  of 
£2^  for  his  good  behaviour  for  12  months,  or, 
in  default,  go  to  prison  for  a  month. 

It  was  stated  that  there  had  been  many  com- 
plaints from  the  nurses  of  the  conduct  of  a  ,man 
outside  the  bedroom  windows.  The  windows 
were  always  kept  open,  but  curtains  were 
drawn.  It  was,  however,  possible  for  a  person 
outside  to  draw  aside  .a  curtain.  On  several 
occasions  as  a  nurse  was  getting  into  bed  she 
had  been  startled  by  seeing  a  face  .between  the 
folds  of  the  curtains. 

Certainly  a  very  alarming  experience.  We 
wonder,  howevftr,  that  the  nurses  did  not  take 
the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  give  this 
"  night  walker  and  eavesdropper  "  a  salutary 
lesson  he  would  not  be  likely  to  forget  in  a 
hurry.  

Miss  Fay  Compton,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses," 
sued  the  News  of  the  World  for  libel  in  the 
King's  Bench  last  week.  The  cause  of  the 
action  w"as  a  photo  published  in  connection 
with  a  report  of  the  Billie  Carleton  inquest, 
headed,  "  West  End  Dope  Parties." 

Miss  Fay  Compton,  said  her  counsel,  hap- 
pened to  be  a  friend  of  Miss  Billie  Carleton, 
and  on  the  last  night  of  the  deceased  girl's  life 


she  went  to  the  Victory  Ball  with  her  at  the 
Albert  Hall,  and  left  there  with  her  and  other 
people.  The  News  of  the  Worlds  in  giving 
publicity  to  the  tragedy,  had  published  photo- 
graphs of  Lionel  Herbert  Belcher,  Miss  Billie 
Carleton,  and  Miss  Fay  Compton  on  the  same 
page,  and  as  the  latter  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Dope  Parties,  this  gave  an  injurious  im- 
pression to  the  public. 

The  case  was  withdrawn  on  the  news- 
paper firm  apologising  and  agreeing  to  pay 
100  guineas  to  the  Edivard  Compton  Theatrical 
Girls'  Fund.  We  trained  nurses  are  thankful 
this  solatium  was  not  added  to  the  profits  on 
the  Victory  Ball,  and  handed  over  in  support 
of  that  obnoxious  war  charity,  "  The  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses." 


Two  sums  of  p^i,ooo  in  commemoration  of 
golden  weddings  have  been  received  by  the 
Royal  Infirmar>',  Halifax,  during  the  past 
year,  and  also  another  sum  of  n  oney  from 
the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  T.  H.  Hunt  to  form 
the  nucleus  of  la  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nurses  of  the  institution.  Dr.  Hunt  died  very 
suddenly,  and  this  prevented  him  from  rnaking 
the  necessary  provision  in  his  will,  but  his  wife 
knew  the  project  lay  near  to  his  heart,  and  has 
given  effect  to  his  wishes.  The  proceeds  of  the 
fund,  and  any  additions  which  may  be  forth- 
coming, will  be  used  to  help  nurses  in  old  age 
or  sickness,  or  to  provide  holidays  for  them. 

The  sisters  and  nurses  of  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmarv  held  a  fancy  dress  dance  in  the 
Nurses'  Home  on  January  28th.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  Miss  Melrose,  the  Matron,  on 
behalf  of  the  Sisters  and  nurses,  presented 
Miss  M'Kenzie,  one  of  the  assistant  matrons, 
with  a  gold  wristlet  watch  in  appreciation  of 
her  services  and  as  interim  matron  during  the 
absence  through  illness  of  Miss  Melrose. 

At  a  meeting  held,  by  permission  of  Lady 
Arnott,  O.B.E.  (Chairman),  at  12,  Merrion 
Square,  Dublin,  with  the  object  of  making 
arrangements  for  a  dramatic  performance  at 
the  Gaiety  Theatre  on  March  4th,  in  aid  of 
Mercer's  Hospital  Linen  Guild,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
de  Courcy  Wheeler  read  a  letter  she  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Queen's  private  secretary,  as 
follows  : — 

"  I  am  directed  bv  H.R.H.  Princess  Mary  to 
send  you  a  small  gift,  to  be  sold  at  the  charity 
matinee  you  are  holding  at  the  Gaietv  Theatre 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  Mercer's  Hospital." 

Mrs.  Wheeler  also  announced  she  had  re- 
ceived from  Admiral  Beattv  a  signed  photo- 
graph of  himself,  on  the  deck  of  his  flagship. 
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The  gift  sent  by  Princess  Mary  is  an  antique 
Dutch  snuff-box,  and  it  was  decided  that  this, 
together  with  Admiral  Beatty's  picture,  should 
be  auctioned  during  the  matinee. 


THE    ROYAL    BRITISH    NURSES' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  Labour  Woman,  sl  Pap>er  for  Working 
Women,  has  an  admirable  article  in  this 
month's  issue  on  "  State  Registration  of 
Trained  Nurses."  We  are  grateful  to  find 
the  Editor  thoroughly  up  to  date  in  nursing 
politics. 


The  coroner  at  an  inquest  at  Oswestry 
Cottage  Hospital,  on  Burton  Ronald  Pritchard 
(seven),  who  died  from  scalds  caused  by  upset- 
ting a  saucepan  of  stew  at  his  parents'  home, 
severely  censured  two  unqualified  nurses  for 
not  calling  in  a  doctor  immediately  after  dress- 
ing the  child's  injuries. 

This  is  what  will  hapi>en  to  the  poor  if 
**  unqualified  "  nurses  are  foisted  upon  them. 
We  hope  the  Labour  women's  organizations 
will  carefully  watch  the  V.A.D.  District 
Nursing  Scheme,  and  insist  upon  equal 
standards  of  nursing  for  rich  and  poor. 


Miss  E.  L.  C.  Eden,  Hon.  Adviser  to  the 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  has  a  crisp 
little  article  in  the  Nursing  Journal  of  India, 
tapping  the  State  Registration  nail  on  the 
head  very  effectively.  Reprints  as  a  leaflet 
might  be  distributed  on  this. side.  Few  trained 
nurses  have  time  or  inclination  to  read  long 
articles,  or  think  out  nursing  politics  for  them- 
selves. "  The  Organization  of  Nurses  "  would 
help  them  considerably. 


We  regret  to  observe  that  if  an  Editor 
willing  to  undertake  the  respMDnsibility  of 
bringing  out  the  Nursing  Journal  of  India 
cannot  be  found,  this  valuable  journal  will 
cease  publication.  This  would  be  a  thousand 
pities.  No  profession  can  co-operate  effectively 
without  its  organ  in  the  press,  free  from  Jay 
control  and  economic  pressure.  It  is  a  great 
reflection  on  British  Nurses  that,  through  loyal 
co-oi>eration,  they  do  not  make  their  organs 
financially  secure,  as  their  American  cousins 
have  done,  but  are  apparently  quite  content  to 
accept  the  voluntary  labours  of  the  devoted 
few.  This  is  wrong.  Nurses  have  plenty  of 
news  and  copy,  and  news  and  copy  are 
PROPERTY.  It  is  time  nippy  lay  publishing 
companies,  such  as  flourish  on  us  in  .this 
country,  ceased  to  make  huge  profits  out  of 
our  assets,  the  while  utilising  their  publications 
for  our  subjugation.  The  position  makes  us 
ridiculous. 


DEPUTATION  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  Her  Royal 
Highness  Princess  Christian,  President,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Corporation,  Dr. 
Addison,  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  received  at  the  L.G.B.  Office  on  February 
6th,  a  Deputation,  organised  by  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
lay  before  him  their  views  regarding  the  relation- 
ship of  Nursing  to  the  proposed  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  the  po'^ition  of  Trained  Nurses  in  connection 
with  any  State  Nursing  Service  which  may  be 
instituted. 

THE     DEPUTATION. 

The  Deputation,  which  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Herbert  J.  Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  M.C.  Cantab., 
Hon.  Medical  Secretary  to  the  Corporation, 
included : 

Mrs,  Bedford  Fenwick,  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary, 
Central  Committee  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  E.  W.  Goodall,  Hon.  Medical 
Secretary,  Central  Committee. 

Miss  M.  Heather- Bigg,  R.R.C.,  Vice-Chairman, 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association ;  President, 
Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Dr.  Foord  Caiger,  President,  Fever  Nurses' 
Association. 

Miss  Helen  Pearse,  Superintendent,  London 
County  Council  School  Nurses ;  Member  of 
Council,   Royal  British  Nurses'   Association. 

Miss  M.  Breay,  Hon.  Secretary,  Society  for  the 
State   Registration  of  Trained  Nurses. 

Miss  M.  F.  Rimmer,  Hon.  Secretary,  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 

Miss  Florence  Wise,  Superintendent,  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  Anerley. 

Dr.  Addison  received  the  Deputation  sympa- 
thetically and  courteously,  and  apologised  for  his 
inability  to  hear  personally  the  representations 
which  were  to  be  made  tohim,  owing  to  an  important 
Committee  Meeting  which  he  was  bound  to  attend 
elsewhere.  Major  Astor,  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  would,  however, 
hear  the  Deputation,  and  report  to  him  subse- 
quently. He  would  only  say  at  that  moment  that 
in  any  scheme  which  might  be  framed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  establishment  of  a  Ministry  of  Health, 
in  the  near  future,  he  intended  to  do  everything 
he  could  to  improve  the  conditions  of  nursing  in 
regard  to  pay,  qualifications,  an d-^  training. 

Mr.  Herbert  Paterson. 
Addressing  Major  the  Hon.  Waldorf  Astor,  Mr. 
Paterson  said  he  had  pleasure  in  introducing  the 
Deputation  from  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, the  only  body  of  women  to  whom 
a    Royal    Charter     had    been    given.        He    felt 
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sure  Major  Aftor  would  agree  with  the 
proposition  that  the  health  of  the  community 
should  be  the  care  of  the  State,  though  that  of 
the  individual  was  a  more  debatable  question. 
It  might  be  a-^ked  why  members  of  the  medical 
profession  should  take  part  in  a  deputation  on 
nursing  questions.  In  the  inspection  of  school 
children,  the  care  of  Infant  "Welfare  Centres,  and 
other  branches  of  nursing  connected  with  public 
Departments,  nurses  were  intimately  bound  up 
with  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  indeed 
formed-  one  of  its  composite  links.  Medical  men 
could  not  regard  with  indifference  anything  to  do 
with  the  nursing  profession.  He  saw  that  there 
was  a  probability  that  private  members'  Bills 
would  be  barred  again  this  Session  and  wished 
therefore  on  behalf  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  and  its  affiUated  societies,  to  urge 
strongly  that  the  Local  Government  Board  should 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses  and  that  before  doing  so  it  should  take 
expert  advice  from  the  nursing  profession  and  the 
medical  profession.  It  was  important  that  the 
Register  established  should  be  one  of  fully  trained 
women  nunes,  as  provided  in  the  Bill  promoted 
by  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses,  with  Supplementary  Registers  of 
Mental  and  Male  Nurses  only.  He  emphasised 
this  a^  there  was  another  Bill  which  took  power  to 
establish  an  Unlimited  number  of  Supplementary 
Registers  of  Specialists.  Mr.  Paterson  maintained 
that  the  medical  profession  had  only  one  State 
Register,  that  specialism  should  follow  general 
training,  not  precede  it,  and  speciaUsts  should  not 
get  recognition  from  the  State.  He  concluded  by 
referring  to  the  close  co-operation  between  the 
medical  and  nursing  professions,  and  doubted 
whether  medical  practitioners  fully  reaUsed  the 
urgent  need  for  the  organisation  of  the  nursing 
profession.  It  was  not  a  question  which  affected 
only  nurses,  but  a  public  matter,  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  State,  that  a  full  supply  of  properly 
qualified  nurses  should  be  available. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  for  the  last 
forty  years,  some  of  which  she  had  spent  as  Matron 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  she  had  taken 
the  greatest  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the 
welfare  of  the  nursing  profession.  She  would 
like  to  emphasise  very  strongly  that  to  enable 
trained  nurses  to  prepare  for  their  special  duties 
under  a  Ministry  of  Health  a  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill  should  be  passed  at  an  early  date, 
creating  an  independent  Statutory  Authority  as 
the  Governing  Body  of  the  Nursing  Profession, 
charged  with  duties  analogous  to  those  imposed 
on  the  General  Medical  Council  in  relation  to  the 
medical  profession.  It  should  be  an  independent 
body,  above  suspicion  of  vested  interests,  which 
should  define  the  qualifications,  and  maintain 
discipline  in  the  ranks  of  trained  nurses. 

The  Nursing  Profession  greatly  needed  an 
educational  authority,  as  at  the  present  time  the 
majority  of  nursing  schools  were  organised  by 
unprofessional  persons     the  members  of  hospital 


committees. — and  though  certain  institutions 
appointed  nursing  committees,  the  educational 
qualifications  for  trained  nurses  were,  for  the 
ni)st  part,  approved  and  controlled  by  laymen; 
The  educational  question  was  at  the  root  of  the 
demand  for  Registration.  Nurses  required  better 
educational  facilities.  A  General  Nursing 
Council,  though  it  should  define  and  maintain 
standards  of  nursing  education,  supervise  a  Central 
Examination,  and  register  succcsful  candidates, 
should  not  be  the  body  which  should  carry  out 
the  teaching  of  nurses.  Such  teaching  must  be 
practically  organised  in  colleges,  and  in  nursing 
schools  attached  to  hospitals.  In  the  Cen- 
tral Committee's  Bill  provision  was  made  for 
regulating  and  supervising  the  course  of  training, 
and  the  conduct  of  examinations  for  testing  the 
knowledge  gained  by  pupils  during  their  training. 

The  Bill  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  was 
one  which  sought  to  include  educational,  dis- 
ciplinary, and  economic  control  of  the  whole 
nursing  profession  under  one  Bill.  This  would 
effect  a  monopoly  and  deprive  trained  nurses 
of  any  degree  of  professional  independence.       ^  ^ 

The  Central  Committee  was  in  favour  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  having  a  large  amount  of 
power  on  its  own  Governing  Body.  It  made 
provision  for  the  help  of  the  Medical  Profession, 
and  the  representation  of  the  Nursing  Schools, 
but  it  was  opposed  to  the  domination  of  the 
employers  of  nurses.  The  Governing  Body 
should  be  free  from  economic  pressure. 
They  wished  to  see  the  nursing  profession  built 
up  on  sound  educational  and  economic  principles, 
and  not  on  charity.  It  was  important  that  a 
Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses  should  be 
introduced  into  Parliament  without  delay.  When 
the  Minister  of  Health,  whom  we  hoped  would 
be  shortly  appointed,  considered  the  questions  which 
would  concern  his  Department,  he  would  find 
in  relation  to  the  qualifications  of  the  medical 
profession  he  had  for  his  guidance  the  qualification 
established  by  the  General  Medical  Council; 
in  regard  to  midwifery  there  was  the  standard' — • 
not  a  high  one,  but  still  the  standard' — maintained 
by  the  Central  Midwives'  Board.  In  regard  to 
nursing  no  standard  was  defined,  and  those  who 
had  been  working  for  so  long  to  obtain  this 
reform  in  this  country,  and  had  seen  the  Regis- 
tration of  Trained  Nurses  become  an  accomplished 
fact  in  many  of  our  Dominions,  and  in  forty-six 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  felt  that  there 
had  been  a  lamentable  lack  of  appreciation  of  the 
requirements  of  the  sick  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  an  Act  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses 
had  not  been  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  many 
years  ago. 

The  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  and  its 
AffiUated  Societies  earnestly  petitioned,  therefore, 
that,  it  time  could  not  be  granted  to  a  private 
member  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  the  Local  Government 
Board,  or  the  Ministry  of  Health  would  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  nurses 
and  the  public.  Trained  nurses  were  hopeful 
that    the    neglect    of    the    past    would    be    re- 
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dressed  by  an  intelligent  Government  in  the 
future,  and  they  petitioned  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to  qualify  themselves  more  efficiently 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  through  the 
establiphment  of  a  carefully  drafted  Nurses' 
Registration  Act. 

LlEUT.-COLONEL    E.    W.    GOODALL. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Goodall  said  that  he  was  very 
glad  to  hear,  on  the  authority  of  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  a  recent  speech, 
that,  in  the  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  Nursing  aspect  would  be 
considered.  / 

How  was  the  question  to  be  considered,  how- 
ever, if  no  standard  of  nursing  education  existed  ? 
This  question  of  standardisation  would  have  to  be 
tackled.  Emphasising  his  knowledge  of  the 
need,  through  personal  experience.  Colonel 
Goodall  said  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  the 
administration  of  hospitals  for  many  years  past, 
and  it  had  been  left  to  him  almost  entirely,  or  to 
the  matron  with  whom  he  was  associated,  to 
decide  on  the  qualifications  of  the  nurses  he 
engaged ;  there  was  no  standard  of  efficiency 
which  a  nurse  was  required  to  attain,  and  there 
was  no  standard  as  to  the  efficiency  of  a  nurse 
training  school. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  application  of  a 
medical  man  for  an  appointment  was  under 
consideration,  he  knew  that  he  had  attained  the 
standard  laid  down  by  the  General  Medical  Council. 

Every  medical  man  must  be  interested  in 
nursing  matters,  for  the  nursing  profession  was 
the  handmaid  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
every  professional  nurse  worked  under  a  doctor. 
The  British  Medical  Association,  the  largest 
Association  of  medical  practitioners,  had  always 
very  keenly  supported  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Register  of  Nurses.  If  the  Ministry  of 
Health  took  up  the  Nursing  Question  this  would 
involve  the  definition  of  what  was  a  trained  nurse, 
and  what  was  a  Training  School  for  nurses.  The 
reason  why  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses  had  not  hitherto  been  enforced  in  this 
country  was  on  account  of  the  opposition  of 
vested  interests. 

Between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  ago  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
unanimously  reported  to  Parliament  in  favour  of 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  A  Bill  pre- 
sented by  Lord  Ampthill  on  beha,lf  of  the  Society 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  had 
actually  passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  in 
1908,  and  was  the  basis  of  the  Bill  at  present 
promoted  by  the  Central  Committee. 

Concluding,  Colonel  Goodall  said  that  he 
strongly  supported  the  Nursing  Profession  in  its 
endeavour  to  get  a  Bill  passed,  for  the  safety  of 
medical  men  and  the  public. 

If  a  medical  man  required  a  nurse  he  usually 
had  to  obtain  one  through  an  institution,  and 
unless  he  knew  the  Superintendent,  and  could 
trust  her  selection,  he  might  find  a  very  inefficient 
nurse  sent  to  him.ji^Again,  women  were  palmed 


off  on  the  public  who  were  not  trained  nurses. 
It  was  very  important  to  the  public,  the  nursing 
profession,  and  the  medical  profession,  that  an 
Act  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses 
should  be  passed  without  delay. 

Miss  Florence  Wise. 

Miss  Florence  Wise  pointed  out  that  the 
method  in  use  in  recent  years  in  filling  up  the 
ranks  of  Infant  Welfare  Workers,  from  people 
possessing  low  grade  professional  qualifications, 
was  little  calculated  to  secure  satisfactory  results. 

At  the  present  time  the  proposed  entrance  of 
demobilised  members  of  the  Voluntary  Aid 
Detachments  into  this  field  of  work  called  for 
grave  consideration.  She  gave  full  credit  for 
their  services  during  the  war,  but  pointed  out  that 
having  helped  to  nurse  soldiers  did  not  render 
them  competent  to  teach  and  advise  mothers, 
and  that  the  great  responsibility  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  care  of  infant  life  was  not  to  be  hghtly 
undertaken  by  the  kind-hearted,  the  well-meaning, 
or  the  enthusiasts,  unless,  possessing  these  admir- 
able qualities,  they  also  had  thorough  and  com- 
prehensive training,  wide  knowledge  of  disease, 
and  the  power,  based  on  a  large  experience  of 
hfe,  to  impart  knowledge,  and  give  advice,  in  such 
a  manner,  and  with  such  discretion,  that  it  might 
be  readily  assimilated  and  accepted. 

Miss  Wise  maintained,  though  some  people 
asserted  that  those  whose  training  had  been  in 
the  care  of  the  sick  were  not  the  best  fitted  for 
this  work,  that  symptoms  of  disease,  were  more 
quickly  and  accurately  recognised  by  those  who 
had  practical  knowledge  of  disease  than  by  those 
whose  information  had  been  culled  from  text 
-books,  and  that  it  could  not  be  too  strongly 
emphasised  that  a  slight  and  quickly  acquired 
acquaintance  with  any  subject  was  a  positive 
hindrance  to  the  establishment  of  a  firm,  solid 
and  lasting  basis  of  the  work.  The  mere  super- 
ficial dealing  with  details  would  not  strike  at  the 
vital  question,  but  would  be  rather  calculated  to 
weaken  and  injure  the  cause. 

As  Superintendent  of  a  large  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  she  had  invariably  found  that  the  partly 
trained  worker  had  not  the  power  to  exercise 
judgment  based  on  thorough  knowledge.  Health 
visiting  must  be  something  more  than  a  kindly 
chat,  or  a  conscientious  pointing  out  of  defects. 
A  profound  knowledge  of  human  nature  was 
needed,  and  a  highly  trained  power  of  influence, 
in  order  to  call  forth  the  active  and  intelligent 
co-operation  of  the  mothers,  without  which  the 
work  must  fail  to  attain  its  objects  of  the  reduction 
of  infant  mortality,  the  prevention  of  disease, 
and  the  education  of  the  people  in  the  laws  of 
health  and  hygiene. 

If  Infant  Welfare  work  were  to  safeguard  the 
lives  of  England's  potential  citizens,  the  three 
years'  hospital  training,  followed  by  training  in 
sanitary  science,  and  in  social  science  was  not 
too  long ;  rather,  it  was  essential  to  fit  any  one, 
however  enthusiastic  she  might  be,  for  such  an 
important  branch  of  State  work. 
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Miss  Isabel   Macdonald. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  spoke  on  the  economic 
side  of  the  question  under  discussion  as  it  affects 
thq  nurses,  and  said  she  was  encouraged  to  do 
so  by  the  sympathetic  remarks  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  a  speech  which 
she  had  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  in  the  course 
of  the  week.  Dr.  Addison,  apparently,  quite 
realised  that  the  remuneration  of  nurses  at  the 
present  time  was  far  from  being  in  line  with  the 
magnificent  services  which  they  render  so  un- 
ostentatiously to  the  Nation  and  to  the  State. 

Miss  Macdonald  stated,  from  a  very  wide 
acquaintanceship  with  nurses,  that  thousands 
of  nurses  were  driven  out  of  the  different  hospitals 
and  institutions  simply  because  they  found  it 
impossible  to  provide  for  old  age  and  sickness 
from  the  salaries  allowed  to  them,  and  to  afford 
the  recreation,  holidays,  &c.,  which  their  friends 
in  other  professions  regarded  as  among  the 
ordinary  necessities  of  life. 

At  the  present  time  a  well  trained  children's 
nurse  could  command  a  salary  of  from  :^50  to 
/lOO  a  year,  while  a  Sister  in  a  hospital  ward 
received  from  £^5  to  /50.  The  first  had  charge 
probably,  of  three  or  four  healthy  children  ;  the 
latter  had  hundreds  of  people,  suffering  in  more 
or  less  acute  stages  of  illness,  entrusted  to  her 
care  throughout  the  course  of  a  year.  Added  to 
this,  there  was  the  responsibility  of  training 
probationers, and  the  immense  mental  and  physical 
strain  involved  in  any  branch  of  nursing  work. 

It  was  because  of  the  economic  conditions  in 
hospitals  that  the  nurses  viewed  with  such  grave 
concern  the  proposal  to  incorporate  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  an  Act  for  State  Registration. 
They  claimed,  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
they  had  pledged  their  societies  to  support,  that 
they  should  have  over  them  a  perfectly  independent 
governing  Council,  which  had  no  bias  towards 
any  one  Company  or  Association.  They  argued 
that  to  give  to  any  such  Company  or  Association 
such  preferential  treatment  would  inevitably 
undermine  their  economic  independence,  and 
further  that  nursing  was  a  profession,  and  therefore 
the  nurses  should  not  be  governed  by  any  body 
of  persons  who  were  over  them,  but  by  themselves. 

It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Ministry  of 
Health  would  not  have  any  share  in  perpetuating 
those  conditions,  but  that  it  would  promote  a 
scale  of  salaries  equivalent  to  the  high  quaUfi- 
cations  which  it  would  demand. 

The  importance  of  such  standards  could  not  be 
overestimated,  for  if  the  Ministry  was  to  justify 
its  establishment  its  foundations  must  be  well 
and  truly  laid.  Those  sent  out  into  its  wide 
ramifications  in  connection  with  child  Ufe,  the 
conditions  of  women  in  factories,  the  hygiene  of 
school  Ufe,  and  in  the  home,  must,  if  she  might 
so  express  it,  be  builders  who  were  masters  of 
their  craft,  otherwise  we  should  read  into  the 
future  a  record  of  failure  in  high  infant  mortahty 
statistics,  and  the  impaired  physique  of  the  race, 
due  to  a  lack  of  standardisation  in  the  qualifi- 
cations of  those  who  have  to  deal  with  the  matter 


as  individuals,  to  combat  individual  tendencies 
to  distease  and  mal-development,  and  to  educate 
the  people  as  individuals  in  the  laws  of  health. 
This  was  why  the  members  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  were  so  anxious  that  the 
conditions  of  service  for  nurses  should  be  such  as 
to  attract  women  of  high  profession,  and  the 
only  way  to  accomplish  it  was  to  be  prepared  to 
pay  the  price  for  the  highest. 

Dr.  Foord  Caiger. 
Dr.  Foord  Caiger  said  he  would  like  to  emphasise 
very  strongly  what  had  been  said  by  previous 
speakers.  He  had  for  many  years  been  interested 
in  the  welfare  and  status  of  nurses.  It  was  most 
important  that  their  efficiency  should  be  guaran- 
teed by  the  State.  Two  Bills  were  being  pro- 
moted at  the  present  time,  one  by  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
the  other  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  He 
hoped  that  before  any  Bill  received  Government 
support  the  whole  question  would  be  carefully 
and  critically  examined. 

Discussion. 
y     Major  Astor  then  asked  some  very  pertinent 
questions,   which  were  answered  by  the  various 
delegates. 

In  Conclusion. 

Repl5n.ng  to  the  Deputation,  Major  Astor 
pointed  out  that,  as  the  President  has  told  them, 
he  was  fully  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  situation. 
The  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Ministry  of 
Health  was  chiefly  a  co-ordinating  measure,  but 
it  was  proposed  in  the  BiU  to  give  the  Ministry 
power  to  deal  with  the  questions  of  training. 

After  thanking  Major  Astor  for  the  courteous 
hearing  accorded  to  them,  the  Deputation  withdrew. 


OPENING     OF     PARLIAMENT. 

The  King  opened  Parliament  in  person  on 
Tuesday,  and  accompanied  by  the  Queen  received 
a  great  ovation.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne 
foreshadowed  beneficent  legislation. 

Said  the  King  ;  — 

"  The  aspirations  for  a  better  social  order, 
which  have  been  quickened  in  the  hearts  of  My 
People  by  the  experience  of  the  wax,  must  be 
encouraged  by  prompt  and  comprehensive  action. 
Before  the  war,  poverty,  unemployment,  in- 
adequate housing,  and  many  remediable  ills 
existed  in  our  land,  and  these  ills  were  aggravated 
by  disunion.  But  since  the  outbreak  of  war 
every  class  have  worked  and  fought  together 
for  a  great  ideal.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  common 
aim  they  have  shown  a  spirit  of  unity  and  self- 
sacrifice  which  has  exalted  the  nation  and  has 
enabled  it  to  play  its  full  part  in  the  winning  of 
victory.  .  .  .  We  must  stop  at  no  sacrifice 
of  interest  or  prejudice  to  stamp  out  unmerited 
poverty,  to  diminsh  unemployment,  and  mitigate 
its  sufferings,  to  provide  decent  homes,  to  improve 
the  nation's  health,  and  to  raise  the  standard  of 
well-being  throughout  the  community. 

"  We  look  to  the  new  Parliament  to  do  its  duty 
nobly." 
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PRESS    PARTISANSHIP. 


"We  note,  and  are  not  surprised  to  do  so,  that 
at  a  time  when  newspapers  look  forward  to 
release  from  the  iron  rule  of  the  Press  Censor, 
the  Electrical  Trade  Union  threatens  the 
Newspaper  Proprietors'  Association  that  unless 
the  papers  controlled  by  the  latter  are  more 
fair  and  sympathetic  to  trade  unionists  in  news- 
paper offices,  they  will  be  called  on  to  act  as 
censors,  and  "  deal  withj'  articles  which  give 
offence. 

If  such  a  threat  came  to  fruition  some  novel 
effects  would  result,  which  we  need  not  pursue 
for  the  moment;  but  the  righteous  indignation 
which  the  unfair  conduct  of  many  leading  news- 
papers has  aroused,  is  sure  sooner  or  later  to  find 
a  mode  of  expression,  which  the  plutocrats  who 
own  them,  and  the  autocrats  who  conduct  them, 
may  have  reason  to  regret.  Let  us  take  what 
is  known  as  the  Nursing  Question  -  that  is,  the 
Thirty  Years'  struggle  of  a  class  of  women  workers, 
second  to  none  in  their  value  in  any  scheme  of 
civilisation,  to  attain  legal  status— organisation 
and  protection  by  the  State— and  just  consider 
the  manner  in  which  their  justifiable  aspirations, 
for  the  public  benefit  as  well  as  their  own,  have 
been  treated  by  the  Pre  s. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  nothing 
in  the  history  of  the  evolution  of  women  has 
been  more  disgraceful  than  the  partisan  injustice, 
with  which  the  Press  has  treated  trained  nurses. 

Why  ?  Simply  because  an  oligarchy  of  rich 
and  powerful  hospital  governors — misnamed 
philanthropists —keen  for  cheap  labour,  and 
extensive  advertisers,  have  had  it  in  their  power 
to  exploit  to  the  verge  of  dissolution,  the  labour 
and  the  lives  of  thousands  of  women,  whose 
altruistic  temperament,  inspired  with  a  love  of 
humanity,  has  made  them  easy  victims  of 
oppression. 

Hand-in-glove  with  titled  magnates,  the  pluto- 
cratic owners,  and  the  autocratic  editors,  of  sub- 
sidised newspapers  have  united  for  years  to  keep 
the  public  in  ignorance  on  the  vital  social  question 
— the  safety  of  sick  people  through  a  system  of 
State  Registration  of  Nurses. 

The  Northclift'e  Press  is  the  most  culpable,  but 
the  Daily  Telegraph  has  played  a  good  second  in 
this  game  of  bluff. 

As  an  instance  of  the  unfairness  to  nurses  and 
pubUc  alike  of  which  we  complain,  read  what 
follows  :  • — 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  governed  by  a 
Council  of  hospital  officials,  who  have  drafted 
what  is  known  as  an  Employers'  Bill,  in  opposition 
to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  without  consult- 
ing its  nurse  members,  ventured  recently  to  hold 
an  open  meeting  in  London  to  discuss  this  measure, 
at  which  nurse  after  nurse  arose  and  criticised 
and  protested  against  its  provisions. 

The  Daily  Telegraph  found  no  space  to  report 
these  expert  opinions,  but  devoted  close  on  two 
columns    practically    in    support    of    the    College 


Company's  programme  and  policy,  of  which  Sir 
E.  Cooper  Perry,  Medical  Superintendent  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  is  the  real  promoter,  and  which  is 
attempting  to  secure  a  very  dangerous  monopoly 
over  the  whole  Nursing  Profession. 

Naturally,  the  Nurses'  Organisations  objected 
to  this  unfairness,  and  in  an  admirable  letter 
Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  expressed 
their  irrefutable  opinions.  The  insertion  of  this 
letter  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  nurses,  but 
this  modicum  of  justice  was,  of  course,  objected 
to  by  their  opponents,  and  Sir  E.  Cooper  Perry 
repUed  with  a  personal  note  as  follows  :  — 
The  Nurses'  Charter. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Telegraph. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  deal  with  Miss  Mac- 
donald's  letter  under  the  above  heading,  so  far  as 
it  concerns  myself  ?  I  am  alleged  by  her  to  have 
"  stated  to  your  representative  that  the  Bill  of  the 
College  "  for  the  training  and  registration  of  nurses 
"  is  not  contentious."  I  have  had  no  communication 
with  any  representative  of  yours,  and  in  no  case 
should  I  have  made  a  statement  so  inaccurate  and 
foolish. 

It  is  further  alleged  that,  but  for  my  opposition 
and  that  of  "  others  sitting  upon  the  boards  of  hos- 
pitals," a  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  would  have  been 
passed  many  years  ago.  I  have  never  been  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  State  registration,  though,  I  own 
that  as  regards  the  methods  adopted  at  times  by 
some  of  its  advocates  I  have  felt  "  non  tab  auxilio." — 

Yours  truly, 

E.  Cooper  Perry. 

It  is  an  open  secret  in  nursing  circles  that 
there  has  never  been  a  more  determined  enemy 
where  the  emancipation  of  trained  nurses  is 
concerned,  than  the  autocratic  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  Guy's  Hospital,  and  that  the  repre- 
hensible constitution  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Company  is  the  expression  of  his  reactionary 
policy. 

Miss  Macdonald  naturally  objected  to  the  tone 
of  the  above  letter,  and  sent  a.  reply,  which  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Telegraph 
"  could  not  find  space  to  insert,"  so  leaving  the 
public  under  the  false  impression  that  she  had 
made  statements  which  she  could  not  prove  — 
a  position  in  which  no  editor  has  any  right  to 
place  a  correspondent  who  has  suppHed  him  with 
irrefutable  evidence  to  the  contrary.  We,  there- 
fore, insert  Miss  Macdonald's  reply  in  extenso:  — 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Telegraph. 

Sir, — I  am  glad  that  Sir  Cooper  Perry  makes  the 
admission  that  it  is  foolish  to  say  that  the  Bill  of  the 
College  is  not  contentious  for,  from  the  report  of  his 
statements,  and  from  his  remarks  and  those  of  other 
speakers  at  the  College  meeting  last  week,  I  and  others 
were  assuredly  led  to  the  conclusion  that  he  regarded 
the  College  Bill  as  absolutely  harmless  and  non- 
contentious.  Large  numbers  of  nurses  have  joined 
the  College  under  the  impression  that  it  is  so  when,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  opposed  to  those  vital  principles 
upon  which  the  whole  fabric  of  the  State  Registration 
movement  is  founded. 

I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  Sir  Cooper  Perry  has; 
never  been  opposed  to  the  principle  of  State  Registra- 
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tion  and  suggest  that  the  discovery  of  this  fact,  a 
short  time  since,  was  as  new  to  himself  as  it  was  to 
us.  When  the  British  Nurses'  Association  took  the 
initiative  of  forming  a  Register  of  Trained  Nurses 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  a  Memorial  of  the  Nurse 
Training  Schools  was  drawn  up  in  opposition,  from 
which  the  J^oUowing  is  an  extract  : — "  We  wish  to 
point  Out  that  those  who  represent  the  largest  nursing 
interests  in  the  metropolis  and  throughout  the  country, 
and  who  have  most  to  do  with  the  training  and 
examination  of  nurses,  have  not  only  declined  to 
take  part  in  the  Association,  but  consider  that  its 
proposed  enrolment  of  Nurses  in  a  common  Register, 
if  carried  out,  would  (i)  lower  the  position  of  the 
best  trained  Nurses  ;  (2)  be  detrimental  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  teaching  of  Nurses  ;  (3)  be  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  public  ;  and  (4)  be  injurious  to  the 
medical  practitioner."  In  the  list  of  appended 
signatures  appears  that  of  Sir  E.  Cooper  Perry. 

«  I  am,  &c., 

Isabel  Macdonald. 

The  sting  is  in  the  tail. 

Comment  is  superfluous. 

Salf  determination,  self  expression  self  govern- 
ment for  the  Nursing  Profession,  are  as  "  detri- 
mental "  and  "  disadvantageous  "  and  "  injurious" 
in  the  opinion  of  Sir  Cooper  Perry  and  other 
hospital  managers  to-day  as  they  were  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago.  That  is  v^rhy  we  are  out  with 
all  the  force  that  is  in  us  against  his  College  of 
Nursing  Bill. 


A  FALSE  STATEMENT  DISPROVED. 


With  a  lack  of  veracity  for  which  the  publications 
he  controls  are  notorious.  Sir  Henry  Burdett  makes 
the  statement  in  the  Hospital,  last  week,  that 
his  report  of  the  College  Meeting,  held  on  January 
23rd,  is  a  "  Verbatim  Report,"  and  he  viciously 
attacks  the  independent  trained  Nurses'  Organiza- 
tions, and  accuses  our  expert  reporter  (Miss 
M.  Breay)  of  presenting  to  this  journal  a  report 
made  up  of  "  omissions  and  misrepresentations." 
Both  statements  are  absolutely  false — and  inserted 
to  damage  the  prestige  of  this  Journal  and  the 
veracity  of  our  reporter  in  the  opinion  of  Members 
of  Parliament,  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  It  is  a 
cowardly  and  unscrupulous  attack  on  the  section 
of  the  profession  whose  organ  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  is,  and  who  have  the 
courage  to  oppose  the  proposed  tyrannical  control 
of  the  nursing  profession  by  persons  who  subsidise 
the  organs  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Henry 
Burdett. 

Fortunately,  our  report  is  based  upon  the 
tvritten  notes  of  several  speakers,  and  its  accuracy 
can  be  supported  by  many  persons  present  ; 
whereas  the  so-called  "  Verbatim  Report "  of 
the  speeches  in  the  Hospital  is  not  only  inaccurate 
in  many  instances,  but  nonsense.  We  wonder 
if  the  reporter  recognizes  it. 


report  of  the  College  Meeting,  held  on  January 
23rd,  is  "  verbatim,"  and  the  report  in  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  makes  "  omissions  and 
misrepresentations."  I  spoke  from  notes  which 
I  handed  to  your  professional  and  very  expert 
representative  and  desire  to  state  emphatically 
that  your  report  is  absolutely  correct,  f  and 
that  which  appeared  in  The  Hospital  is  not  only 
inaccurate  but  nonsense,  for  the  publication^of 
which  there  lis  apparently  no  redress. 

I  am,  deax  Madam,  yours  truly, 

M.    F.    RiMMER. 

(Hon.   Organising  Secretary,   National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,) 


To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  . 

Madam,- — I  observe  that  Sir  Henry  Burdett 
states  that  your  report  of  the  College  Meeting 
is  inaccurate,  and  does  so-  as  is  his  wont  in  no 
measured  terms .  We  have  long  ago  decided 
that  it  is  worth  no  one's  while  to  correct  his  own 
constantly  recurring  and  very  obvious  inaccura- 
cies, but  he  invites  nurses  to  read  the  reports  in 
your  paper  and  his  own,  and  I  cordially  second 
his  proposal,  as  they  will  have  little  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to  which  is  correct. 
His  report  of  my  own  remarks  is  not  only  in- 
accurate, but  truly  ridiculous.  I  cer{ainly  never 
sat  at  the  feet  of  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  in  order  to 
learn  which  principles  one  ought  to  support  in 
any  Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses. 

Some  nurses  regard  Sir  Henry's  literary  efforts 
as  the  best  barometer  of  the  nursing  situation, 
and  have  written  to  enquire  in  what  particular 
the  B.J.N,  had  lately  scored  in  order  to  produce 
such  results  from  his  "  honeyed  pen." 
I  am,  &c., 

Isabel  Macdonald. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — My  attention  has  been  directed 

to  a  statement  in  last  week's   Hospital  that  its 


COLLEGE   OF   NURSING  ISSUES  WRIT. 

We  learn  that  the  lady  on  whom  Sir  Charles 
Russell  &  Co.  have  served  a  wrrit  for  their  clients, 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is  by  no  means 
perturbed.  As  the  case  is  now  sub  judice,  we 
are  prevented  from  any  expression  of  opinion, 
but  we  shall  watch  the  proceedings  very  closely 
in  the  interests  of  the  profession  at  large. 

The  Nurse  is  not  a  member  of  the  College, 
but  we  advise  the  12,000  nurtes  who  have  sub- 
scribed to  its  constitution,  that  in  their  case, 
should  they  offend  the  College  Council,  they  can 
be  summarily  dealt  vnth,  without  any  power  of 
appeal  whatever.  ,We  ask  these  nurses  how  they 
like  the  prospect  ? 

THE  PASSING   BELL. 

We  much  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Miss 
Rider,  a  nurse  at  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children's 
Hospital,  Heswall.  The  nurse  returned  from  a 
holiday  feeling  unwell,  and  died  shortly  after- 
wards of  influenza. 


no 
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MATRON. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Tonbridge.  —Miss  Grace  Farquhar 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Assistant  Matron  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Rochester. 

SISTER. 

Royal  Hospital  and  Home  for  Incurables,  West 
Hill,  Putney,  S.W.  15.  r—  Miss  Ethel  Cooling 
has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Isleworth  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Sister 
at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Halifax  ;  the  Isleworth 
Infirmary  ;  the  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
Harrow  Road ;  and  the  Royal  Hospital  for 
Incurables,  Edinburgh.  She  has  also  been  Assis- 
tant Matron  at  Babies'  Castle,  Hawkhurst ;  and 
Sister  of  Venereal  Diseases  Ward  and  Clinic 
at  the  Royal  Berk'^hire  Hospital,  Reading.  She 
has  also  had  experience  of  private  nursing  at  the 
Kent    Nursing    Institution. 

QUEEN      VICTORIA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
^  FOR      NURSES. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of 
the  following  to  be  Queen's  Nurses,  to  date 
January  ist,  1919  :  — 

England.' — Helen  L.  M.  Hall,  Eliza  Downs, 
Edith  Webb,  Lottie  Eaton,  Beatrice  M.  Gunner, 
Harriet  A.  Powell.  AmeUa  A.  Wright,  Isabella 
Whitelaw. 

Scotland. — 'Catherine  B.  T.  Cunningham, 
Isabella  M.  Haig,  Louisa  Holmes,  Flora  W. 
Jackson,  Lily  McLachlan,  Annie  MacNeill,  Christ- 
ina B.  Morriston,  Christina  K.  Sutherland. 

Ireland.' — Martha  M.  M.  Brennan,  Bridget  A. 
Kelly.  -•-. 

NUJOL. 

We  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  value  of  Nujol,  which  is 
increasingly  prescribed  for  constipation,  and  those 
who  have  u:ed  it  speak  highly  of  its  utility. 

The  special  point  about  NajOL  is  that  it  is  not 
a  medicine,  but  an  internal  lubricant,  which  acts 
on  the  walls  of  the  intestinal  canal,  softening  the 
waste  matter,  and  making  it  easy  for  an  evacua- 
tion to  take  place  without  the  straining  or  griping 
which  so  often  follows  the  administration  of 
ordinary  aperients. 

To  produce  a  normal  movement,  from  one  to 
three  days  is  required,  in  the  first  instance,  as  the 
bowels  will  not  act  freely  until  the  entire  intes- 
tinal tract  is  anointed.  When  once  the  tract 
is  lubricated  and  the  bowels  move  freely,  the 
smallest  quantity  necessary  to  keep  them  acting 
regularly  should  be  taken. 

NujOL  is  bottled  at  the  Nujol  Laboratories, 
Standard  Oil  Co.,  New  York,  and  distributed  in 
this  country  by  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Co., 
Ltd.,  36,  Queen  Anne's  Gate,  London,  S.W.i. 

It  is  absolu  ely  tasteless,  and  is  readily  taken 
by  children,  and  others  who  have  difficulty  in 
assimilating  many  aperients. 


"THE     WAR     AND     ELIZABETH."* 

The  story  tells  of  a  brilliant  woman  with  a  dis- 
tinguished University  career  who,  at  the  opening 
of  the  book,  had  just  started  as  the  secretary  of 
Mr.  Mannering,  the  Squire  of  FuUerton,  who  for 
years  had  been  neglecting  his  property  and  was 
wasting  his  money  on  Greek  antiquities.  It  was 
in  connection  with  the  latter  that  Elizabeth  Bem- 
merton  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Mannering,  who  could 
ill  afford  the  luxury  of  a  secretary  at  the  substan- 
tial salary  that  he  offered  Elizabeth.  She,  on  her 
part,  required  the  money  to  assist  in  maintaining 
an  invalid  mother,  and  for  this  reason  accepted  the 
post,  while  every  instinct  demanded  that  she 
should  offer  her  services  in  some  capacity  for  war 
service.  Not  that  her  work  for  the  Squire  was 
uncongenial,  far  from  it,  but  the  man  himself  was 
misanthropic  and  refused  to  allow  that  the 
European  crisis  should  make  any  special  demand 
on  his  time  or  possessions.  Naturally  this  attitude 
made  him  very  unpopular  in  the  neighbourhood 
and  caused  humiliation  to  the  two  children  who 
remained  under  his  roof  tree.  Pretty  Pamela  and 
her  handsome  twin  brother,  Desmond.  The 
introduction  of  Elizabeth  into  the  household  was 
justifiably  a  source  of  resentment  to  Pamela. 
Curiously,  Mrs.  Ward  does  not  seem  to  realise  what 
a  hopeless  outsider  Elizabeth  was. 

To  this  very  managing,  albeit  attractive  lady, 
the  neglected  household  and  estate  gave  full  scope 
for  her  powers  of  administration,  which  she 
wielded  with  a  complete  absence  of  tact  and  per- 
ception. Pamela,  of  course,  felt  her  po  ition  as  a 
grown-up  daughter  of  the  house  was  infringed,  and 
she  and  Desmond  soon  became  suspicious  that  she 
would  soon  take  a  step  further  and  marry  their 
father.  Mrs.  Ward  herself  is  evidently  an  admirer 
of  the  type  she  here  depicts,  and  is  really  uncon- 
scious that  Elizabeth  is  in  fact  coarse  fibred. 

For  the  object  of  the  book  apparently  is  to 
eulogise  her  in  that  she  caused  in  due  time,  the 
S  juire  to  recognise  his  responsibilities  and  broke 
down  the  prejudice  of  Pamela  and  Desmond.  We 
should  stigmatise  her  conduct  as  impertinent 
interference  in  intimate  family  affairs.  We  are 
left  to  draw  the  inference  that  the  reformed  and 
repentant  Squire  would  finally  be  rewarded  by 
Elizabeth  con-enting  to  become  his  wife. 

We  thoroughly  sympathise  with  Pamela's  out- 
burst when  she  says  :  "  You,  of  course,  are  twenty 
times  more  useful  here  than  I  am.  I  don't  dispute 
that.  But  I  am  the  daughter  of  the  house  after  all, 
and  its  a  little  hard  to  be  shelved.  You  persuade 
father  to  let  me  do  things.  Yes,  that's  it.  You 
persuade  father.  You  manage  everything.  Its 
just  that,  that's  intolerable." 

The  justification  for  this  was  that  Elizabeth  had 
induced  the  S  quire  to  submit  without  compulsion, 
though  not  without  hot  dispute,  to  aUow  a  corner 


*  Mrs.     Humphry     Ward. 
W.  H.  Collins  &  Co.) 


(London:     Messrs. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

PJ        1.  ,  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*•   ilSl  •  branch    is   under   the   charge  of   a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

C  Jj  ,   The    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OwC^OOU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are   permitted, 

npL^*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  llirU  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

1^/^11  *»|-Vfc  •  "^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 
*  VlUrLlI  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  .__  Head  Office:   STATION  ST, 

Managing  Director.  '^''■^-^'■^ — ^  NOTTINGHAM 
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of  his  park  to  be  converted  into  plots,  to  sell  some 
timber  to  the  Government,  and  finally  to  allow 
Pamela  to  take  up  some  V.A.D.  work  for  which  her 
own  pleading  had  been  unsuccessful. 

Young  Desmond  had,  to  his  father's  anger  and 
sorrow,  for  he  sincerely  loved  the  boy,  taken  the 
law  into  his  own  hands.  When  his  fatal  wounds 
left  no  hope  of  recovery,  the  military  authorities 
permitted  him  to  be  brought  to  his  own  home  for 
his  few  remaining  days. 

"  The  journey  home  had  been  one  long  and  bitter 
endurance,  and  now  Desmond  was  here,  his  son 
Desmond,  lying  for  a  few  days  in  that  white  bed 
under  the  old  roof,  and  afterwards,  a  fresh  grave  in 
FuUerton  churchyard — a  sheaf  of  letters  which 
would  be  burnt  unread — and  a  world  without 
Desmond. 

It  was  during  the  vigil  Elizabeth  shared  with  the 
Squire  that  something  more  than  pity  woke  in  her 
heart  for  the  broken  man. 

Desmond's  last  look  was  for  his  father.  His 
eyes  kept  their  marvellous  brightness  no  one  knew 
how  long,  then  gently,  aS  though  an  unseen  hand 
put  out  the  light,  the  brilliance  faded  away." 
1^  Pamela's  love  affair  is  not  very  appealing,  and 
belongs  to  a  decade  or  so  ago,  but  she  and  Arthur 
Chicksands  will  be  probably  quite  happy. 

We  leave  Elizabeth,  Secretary  and  agent,  con- 
senting to  continue  her  work  with  a  half  consent 
to  accept  a  more  permanent  position  in  the  near 
future. 

This  is  not  really  a  convincing  story,  as  we  feel 
sure  that  very  few  families  would  have  tolerated 
the  fair  Elizabeth  long  enough  for  her  to  have 
carried  out  her  reforms. 

ri.  H. 


A    GOLDEN,    GUIDING    STAR. 

A  God-appointed,  God-kissed  knight, 

Thou  standest  now  before  us, 

In  death  triumphant. 

We  crown  thee  with  the  garlands, 

The   never-fading  garlands, 

Of  victory, 

Of  lasting  gratitude, 

Of  deep  affection  ! 

Farewell,  dear  friend  ! 

In  death  thou  livest, 

A  golden,  guiding  star  ! 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Journal  of  Nursing. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

February  i8th. — National  Council  of  Women 
Conference  ^  on  "The  Reduction  of  Working 
Hours    of    Nurses."     39,    Victoria    Street,     S.W. 

February  2.1st.' — Society  for  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses.  Meeting  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 431,  Oxford  Street,  London,   W.     4  p.m. 

February  ■zgth.  — Scottish  Nurses'  Club  :  Post- 
Graduate  Lecture,  "  The  Eye,"  by  Dr.  Marion 
Gilchrist.     205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.     7.30  p.m. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A   SORRY  SPECTACLE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,  —I  attended  the  College  of 
Nursing  meeting  on  the  23rd  ult,  as  this  body 
has  been  busy  for  upwards  of  three  years,  making 
rules  and  regulations  for  me,  anjongst  thousands 
of  other  Jiurses,  without  consulting  us  in  any 
particular  ;  a  quite  unjustifiable  proceeding  upon 
the  part  of  the  persons  concerned,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  and  showing  an  attitude  towards  the 
rank-and-file  of  the  Nursing  Profession  which 
proves  them  entirely  out  of  touch  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age. 

I  listened  attentively  to  the  explanations 
for  the  proposed  legislation  from  Sir  Cooper 
Perry,  which  provides  for  placing  us  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  training  schools,  governors, 
chairmen,  hon.  medical  officers,  matrons  and 
secretaries,  simply  strangling  professional  liberty 
at  the  source. 

From  Miss  Musson's  speech  it  was  clear  that 
the  death  struggle  had  already  begun.  Here  we 
have  a  lady,  who,  for  years  past,  has  been  a 
convinced  State  Registrationist  (we  expect  no  re- 
pentance or  understanding  from  the  antis),  a 
member  of  several  societies  composed  of  nurses, 
actually  asking  permission  on  the  platform  from 
the  chairman.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  to  confess 
to  the  audience  that  she  had  in  Council  voted 
against  Supplementary  Registers,  which,  presum- 
ably, she  realises  will  nullify  any  benefit  calculated 
to  accrue  to  the  thoroughly  trained  nurse  from 
State  Registration,  and,  incidentally,  confessing 
that  the  promise  of  the  College  to  its  members 
of  the  one  portal  entry  into  the  profession,  was 
merely  "  a  scrap  of  paper."  I  wanted  to  ask  Miss 
Musson  why,  if  she  realisedthe  wrong  Supplemen- 
tary Registers  would  effect,  she  was  on  that  plat- 
form, supporting  the  men  who  are  responsible 
for  this  grave  breach  of  faith  with  the  nurses 
who  have  paid  their  guineas  on  the  written 
promise  of  the  one  portal  system. 

Alas  !  all  the  ladies  on  the  platform  were  dumb 
and  presumably  docile  ;  they  either  do  not  under- 
stand the  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
our  demands  for  registration  are  firmly  based, 
or  they  have  not  the  courage  to  oppose  the 
powerful  male  executive,  which  is  well-known 
to  govern  the  College  policy.  Anyway,  it  was 
a  sorry  spectacle.  Our  rights  and  independence 
are  simply  being  sold  to  those  who  employ 
us,  and  it  is  well.  Madam,  that  we  have  our 
astute  Central  Committee  looking  after  our  true 
interests,  and  that  we  have  an  organ  in  the  Press 
through  which  to  plead  our  own  cause.  Pluck 
and     determination,     clear    thinking,     and    high 
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endeavour  must  win  this  battle^in  the  end.  Let 
us  devote  all  our  time,  and  what  talents  we  individ- 
ually possess,  in  pushing  ahead  and  pleading  our 
own  cause  with  the  new,  and,  let  us  hope,  en- 
lightened Parliament.  A  fig  for  the  College. 
Yours    faithfully, 

Henrietta  Hawkins. 

SUPPLEMRNTAL   REGISTERS  CUT    AT  THE 
ROOT    OF    EFFICIENCY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,  —For  some  time  past  I  have 
been  taking  every  week  both  The  Nursing  Mirror 
(a  great  waste  of  time  and  money.- — 'Ed.) 
and  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing.  I  have 
been  greatly  impressed  by  the  spirit  of  ill-feeling 
which  appears  to  exist  between  the  promoters 
of  "  The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,"  and  "  The 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses,"  both  of  which  Societies  claim  to  be  out 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Trained  Nurse. 

The  controversy  which  revolves  around  the 
question  of  Supplementary  Registers  need  never 
have  existed  if  the  training  of  nurses  had  been 
properly  organised. 

Is  it  not  possible  for  some  form  of  affiliation  to 
exist  whereby  the  General  Hospitals  and  the 
Special  Hospitals  could  co-operate  for  the  benefit 
of  their  nurses  ? 

I  myself  have  done  two  years  in  a  Fever  Hospital 
and  four  years  in  a  large  General  Hospital. 

Would  it  not  be  an  economy  in  time  and  energy, 
to  introduce  a  five  years'  course  of  training,  so 
that  nurses  could  train  in  all  branches  of  nursing 
including  maternity  and  massage  ? 

If  a  doctor  can  qualify  in  five  years,  why  not 
a  nurse  ?  And  the  result  would  be  a  thoroughly 
well-trained  nurse,  and  would  also  do  away 
entirely  with  Supplementary  Registers.  Why  not 
strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  trouble. 

I  should  be  very  pleased  to  hear  the  opinions  of 
other  nurses  on  this  subject. 

Could  you  kindly  give  space  in  your  paper  for 
the  pubUcation  of  this  letter  ? 
Yours  faithfully, 

(Sister)         Ethel  Johnson. 
22,  Langham  Street,  London,  W.i. 

[Our  correspondent  has  presumably  not  read 
the  Bill  drafted  by  the  professional  Body  —the 
Central  Committee  for  State  Registration  of 
Nurses  —which  provides  for  a  system  of  reciprocity 
of  training  and  registration  of  Nurses,  which  she 
advocates.  She  is  also  in  error  concerning  what 
she  terms  "  ill-feeUng  "  between  the  Society  for 
State  Registration  and  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.  The  former  Society  composed  of  certificated 
Nurses,  has  had  no  direct  communication  with 
the  College  of  Nursing,  excepting  through  the 
Central  Committee,  with  which  it  is  affiliated. 

The  provision  in  the  College  Bill  to  take  power 
to  estabUsh  unlimited  Supplementary  Registers 
of  specialists,  cuts  at  the  root  of  the  one  portal 
system  through  a  central  examination  of  thoroughly 
qualified  nurses,  which  it  has  promised  them  to 


support,  and  if  conceded  by  Parliament  makes 
State  Registration  of  the  efficient  absolutely 
useless  to  professional  nurses.  It  is  high  time  the 
private  nurses  held  a  meeting  in  London  and 
showed  a  little  "  ill  feeling  "  against  the  type  of 
legislation  being  promoted  by  the  College  —the 
entire  Council  of  which  is  composed  of  hospital 
officials — which  provides  for  unlimited  competition 
with  them  as  "  registered  "  nurses,  of  every  type 
of  semi-trained  woman.  — Ed.1 


KERNELS. 

British  Sister  working  in  France  :— "  I  read 
with  horror  the  account  of  the  Victory  Ball  in  the 
B.J.N.  We  Sisters  are  still  caring  for  sick  and 
wounded,  and  saddened  by  the  tragedy  of  the  War. 
Words  fail  to  express  my  indignation  at  the 
impudent  attempt  made  by  sundry  persons  to  foist 
the  College  of  Nursing  upon  a  profession  already 
sufficiently  exploited.  The  profession  is  fortunate 
in  its  champion,  however.  Long  may  you  be  our 
St.  George  and  may  the  fate  of  the  College  be  that 
of  the  dragon." 

Nurse  Mary  La  wson/ Edinburgh  : — "The  one 
thing  of  all  others  I  detest  about  the  College  policy 
is  the  attempt  to  make  us  beMeve  nothing  has  been 
done  on  the  Registration  question  with  any 
success  until  it  \'came  to  the  rescue.'  Nothing 
can  be  more  untrue.  If  the  *  Antis  '  had  not 
interfered  we  should  have  had  our  Bill  through  last 
Session,  as  we  got  it  through  the  House  of  I^ords. 
This   policy   is    as    mean   as  it    is  unveracious." 

"  Laywoman."  — "  I  have  been  studying  your 
paper  at  my  club  the  last  few  weeks,  and  realise 
how  necessary  it  is  for  the  women  who  do  not 
earn,  to  understand  the  professional  woman's 
point  of  view.  I  fear  we  have  trodden  on  many 
toes  during  our  ardent  war  work." 

[You  have.  —Ed.] 


A    STATEMENT    TO     BE    READ. 

A  Statement  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
Central  Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  has  been  published  as  a  four  page  foolscap 
leaflet,  the  object  of  which  is  to  explain  the 
reason  for  the  existence  of  two  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bills  instead  of  one,  to  point  out  the 
dift'erence  between  the  Bills,  and  to  discuss  their 
merits.  The  Statement  can  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Central 
Committee,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.i., 
and  enclosing  a  stamp  for  i^d. 

WHERE    TO    ADVERTISE. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  from  several  nurses  tliis 
week  that  they  have  obtained  good  posts  through 
the  advertising  column  of  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing. 

OUR    PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

February  22nd.  —Give  your  most  interesting 
experiences  on  active  service. 
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The   Mid-wife. 


HOTELS    FOR    BABIES. 

To  day  King  Baby  has  come  into  his  own,  and 
the  air  is  full  of  schemes,  wise  and  otherwise,  for 
his  benefit. 

One  is  the  opening  of  two  hotels  in  Clissold 
Park,  Stoke  Newington,  by  the  National  League 
for  Health,  Maternity,  and  Child  Welfare,  5, 
Tavistock  Square,  W.C,  the  result  of  the  grant 
of  ;{i5,ooo  given  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
Society  for  special  maternity  and  infant  welfare 
work.  ;^i,500  has  been  allocated  to  the  Babies' 
Hotels,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  have 
supplied  new  furniture   from  their  stores. 

The  hotels  are  intended  for  the  accommodation 
of  young  children  in  emergencies,  as  it  is  affirmed 
that  the  war  has  brought  home  the  fact  that  it 
is  not  always  possible  for  a  mother  to  keep  her 
baby  with  her. 

One  hotel  is  to  be  for  the  reception  of  children 
of  the  professional  classes,  and  there  will  be 
accommodation  for  twenty  children  up  to  seven 
years  of  age.  The  charge  for  these  children 
will  be  one  to  two  guineas  a  week,  and  they  will 
be  received  for  a  year  or  more,  in  cases  where 
the  mother  has  to  go  abroad,  or  is,  maybe,  an 
actress  on  tour,  or  for  other  reasons  cannot  be 
with  her  child.  The  education  of  the  children 
will  be  provided  for  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Montessori  teacher. 

The  other  hotel  will  be  for  children  of  the 
working  classes,  and  is  to  accommodate  fifteen 
children.  The  charge  ■  in  this  instance  is  to  be 
IDS.  a  week.  It  is  intended  that  the  stay  of  the 
child  shall  be  limited  to  one  month,  and  the 
intention  is  to  provide  for  the  temporary  accom- 
modation of  children  whose  mothers  may  be  in 
hospital,  or  who  have  died,  and  the  father  has  not 
been  able  to  secure  adequate  care  for  the  child. 
Miss  Hodges,  whose  experience  of  the  care  of 
children  has  been  gained  at  the  East  London 
Hospital  for  Children,  will  have  the  assistance 
of  an  expert  staff.  It  is  not  anticipated  that 
this  hotel  will  be  self  supporting,  and  donations 
to  its  upkeep  are  solicited.  Only  healthy  children 
will  be  received. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  start  a  babies'  convalescent 
home  at  Finchley  where,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  staff,  there  are  to  be  V.A.B.  workers, 
these  letters  signifying  Voluntary  Aid  for  Babies. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  work  that  is  worth  doing 
is  worth  paying  for. 


;^2,ooo  is  being  contributed  by  the  National 
League  for  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  to  the  founding  of  an  American  Red 
Cross  Maternity  Home  Hospital  for  Lambeth,  to 
be  managed  by  the  borough  council  and  their 
medical  staff. 


SOUTH-WESTERN     POLYTECHNIC. 

The  course  of  lectures  on  "  Milk  and  Milk 
Products  "  to  be  deUvered  by  Mr.  Cecil  Revis 
at  the  South- Western  Pol5'technic  Institute, 
Manresa  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W.3.,  begins  on  Thurs- 
day, February  20th,  at  7.30  p.m.  The  course  is 
designed  to  be  of  use  to  nurseS,  who  can  hardly 
know  too  much  about  so  important  an  article 
of  diet  for  sick  and  well,  young  and  old,  as  well 
as  to  sanitary  and  food  inspectors.  The  syllabus 
includes  :  "  The  Chief  Properties  of  Milk,"  "  The 
Sources  of  Bacteria  in  Milk,"  "  Milk  Production," 
"  The  Farm,"  "  Transport,"  "  Distribution," 
"  Pasteurisation,"  "  Properties  of  Milk  Prdducts." 
Those  wishing  for  further  information  should 
apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Institute  (Room  83). 


THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

Examination  Paper. 

The  following  were  the  questions  set  at  the 
Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board 
(England)  in  London  and  the  Provinces  on 
February  4th  :  — 

1.  Describe  the  uterus  and  its  blood  supply- 
Draw  a  diagram,  if  you  are  able. 

2.  (a)  Describe  the  physiological  processes, of 
"  Respiration." 

[b)  A  child  is  born  dead  after  a  labour  com- 
plicated by  Placenta  prrrvia.  Describe  the  colour 
and  general  appearance  of  the  child,  and  give 
the  reasons  for  its  death. 

3.  What  inquiries  and  observations  would  you 
make  of  a  woman  who  engages  you  to  attend 
her  in  her  confinement  ? 

4.  A  woman  sends  for  you  on  account  of 
haemorrhage  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy. 
Explain  exactly  what  you  would  do 

5.  Describe  in  detail  how  you  would  manage  a 
normal  breech  labour.  (The  third  stage  of  labour 
is  not  included  in  the  question.) 

6.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  midwife,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
with  regard  to  the  care  of  the  eyes  .)f  the  child  ? 


The  need  for  the  strict  supervision  of  boarded 
out  infants  was  evidenced  at  an  inquest  at 
Kingston-on-Thames  into  the  death  of  a  baby 
under  two  months  of  age  who,  with  six  others, 
had  been  under  the  care  of  two  w^omen.  The 
doctor  (Dr.  Hobson)  who  gave  evidence  as  to 
the  emaciated  condition  of  the  child,  stated  that 
three  feeding  bottles  were  found  filled  with  sour 
milk  and  covered  with  dirt,  presumably  intended 
for  the  children.  Nine  people  slept  in  the  one 
roorn,  which  was  filthily  dirty. 


THE 
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SHORTER     HOURS     FOR    NURSES. 

An  interesting  Conference  convened  by  the 
National  Council  of  Women  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  "  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
a  Reduction  in  the  Working  Hours  of  Nurses 
during  their  training  in  hospitals,"  was  held 
on  Tuesday,  February  i8th,  in  the  Board 
Room  of  the  Girls'  Friendly  Society  at 
39,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.  Mrs.  Ogilvie 
Gordon,  President  of  the  Council,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Dr.  H.  O.  Crouch  opened  the  dis- 
cussion in  a  sympathetic  speech. 

Dr.  Crouch  began  by  detailing  his  experi- 
ence as  a  House  Officer  after  leaving  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital,  first  at  the  Royal  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  in  Hanover  Square,  where 
"  the  nurses  were  never  off  duty,  for  they  slept 
in  the  wards,"  and  then  at  the  Samaritan  Free 
Hospital,  where  special  nurses  were  on  duty 
for  48  hours  on  end  without  removing  their 
clothes. 

Fatigue  generated  a  chemical  poison;  up 
to  a  certain  point  the  organs  excreted  this, 
later  you  got  the  condition  of  over-fatigue, 
and  the  various  ills  arising  from  it. 

Fatigue  was  not  only  physical ;  the  ordinary 
nurse  was  imperfectly  educated,  and  the 
intellectual  strain  upon  her  during  training 
was  therefore  very  great.  Then,  she  might 
fear  she  was  doing  things  badly,  and  so  the 
third  factor  in  the  trinity,  the  emotional 
strain,  was  added  also. 

Conditions  should  be  such  that  nursing 
students  should  sleep  soundly  and  get  up  in 
the  morning  feeling  extremely  fit.  As  learners 
they  were  potential  workers,  and  unless  you 
looked  after  them  during  their  training,  you 
would  not  get  good  nurses. 

Dr.  Crouch  pointed  out  that  medical 
students  did  not  work  to  the  extent  of  extreme 
fatigue,  and  nurses  were  the  sisters  of  medical 
men,  not  menials.  It  was  sometimes  urged 
that  the  present  was  an  inopportune  moment 
to  speak  of  shorter  hours,  when  there  was  such 


a  shortage  of  candidates  for  the  nursing 
profession.  He  contended,  on  the  contrary, 
that  times  should  be  so  arranged  that  there 
would  be  leisure  for  recreation  and  education, 
which  would  tend  to  attract  desirable  candi- 
dates. 

Major-General  Cuthbert  S.  Wallace,  C.B., 
C.M.G.,  who  followed,  considered  that  the 
present  time  was  opportune  to  discuss  other 
matters  besides  an  eight  hours'  day.  He 
reminded  the  audience  that  in  an  ordinary 
hospital  there  were  three'  principal  depart- 
ments— the  lay  body  which  held  the  money 
bags,  and  on  the  one  side  the  doctors,  and  the 
other  the  nurses.  It  was  a  pity  they  should 
be  separated.  Doctors  and  nurses  had  got  to 
work  together. 

When  discussion  was  Invited,  Miss  M. 
Heather-Bigg  advocated  an  eight  hours'  day, 
and  showed  how  this  could  be  arranged. 
Others  who  took  part  were  Miss  Marquardt 
(Matron  of  Camberwell  Infirmary),  Miss 
Brodie-Hall,  P.L.G.,  Lady  Emmott,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Tice,  Miss  A.  C. 
Gibson,   Miss  R.  Cox-Davies,  and  others. 

The  President  suggested  that  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tions of  health  and  payment  of  nurses,  and 
to  report  further.  This  was  agreed.  It  was 
further  agreed  to  invite  representatives  from 
the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  the  Poor  Law 
Matrons'  Association,  and  the  British  Medical 
Association,  as  well  as  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  National  Council  of  Women,  to 
form  the  Committee. 

The  question  of  overstrain  from  fatigue  is 
one  of  vital  interest  to  nurses.  It  will  be 
remembered  what  interest  was  aroused  at  the 
meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
at  Cologne  in  191 2  by  the  paper  presented  by 
Dr.  Hecker  on  "The  Overstrain  of  Nurses," 
and  his  insistence  on  the  fact  that  while  fatigue 
is   physiological,   over-fatigue   is  pathological. 

The  following  resolution  was  carried  unani- 
mously at  the  conclusion  of  the  session,   and 
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sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  in  cx>untries  in  which  a  National 
Council  of  .Nurses  is  affiliated  to  the  Inter- 
national Council  : — "  Whereas  with  the  ad- 
vance made  by  scientists  in  the  study  and  com- 
prehension of  the  human  mechanism,  and  with 
the  new  knowledg-e  regarding  the  nature  and 
effects  of  fatigue  upon  the  human  organism, 
it  is  seen  to  be  unscientific  and  wasteful  to 
destroy  human  capacities  by  overstrain ; 
Resolved,  that  we  earnestly  beg  hospital 
authorities  to  give  the  same  consideration  to 
the  problem  of  overwork  among  nurses  that 
industrial  leaders  are  giving  to  the  question  of 
overwork  among  workers  in  industry,  in  order 
that  th'^  present  grievous  destruction  of  the 
health  of  nurses  may  cease." 


MEDICAL    MATTERS. 


THE    CONTROL  OF    INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 

The  Local  Government  Board  is  taking  steps 
to  control  the  spread  of  a  number  of  diseases 
not  hitherto  notifiable,  and  after  March  ist  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  medical  practitioners  to 
notify  malaria,  dysentery,  trench  fever,  acute 
primary  pneumonia,  enteric  fever,  relapsing 
fever,  and  typhus  fever  as  epidemic  and  infec^ 
tious  diseases. 

Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia  is  frequently  associated  with  the 
other  mentioned  diseases.     The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Pegulations  state  : — 
Effective  Prophylaxis. 

Effective  prophylaxis  depends  on  isolation  of 
the  patient  and  on  the  adoption  of  measures 
calculated  to  reduce  the  risk  to  those  in  attend- 
ance on  him  of  droplet  infection.  It  has  been 
shown  that  in  ordinary  conversation  infected 
material  may  be  projected  four  feet,  and  during 
coughing  or  sneezing  as  far  as  ten  feet.  If  the 
patient  is  treated  at  home  he  should  have  a 
separate  room  ;  if  in  a  hospital  ward,  crowding 
must  be  str'ctly  avoided.  The  value  to  the 
patient  of  abundance  of  fresh  air,  free  ventila- 
tion, and  sunlight  cannot  be  too  strongly  in- 
sisted upon.  All  window  curtains  and  unneces- 
sary furniture  should  be  removed  from  the 
sick-room.  Sputum  and  discharges  from  the 
nose  and  throat  should  be  disinfected.  For 
sputum  a  cup  containing  a  strong  solution  of 
chloride  of  lime  m.ay  be  used.  Handkerchiefs 
should  be  boiled.  Attendants  on  the  patient 
should  observe  the  ordinary  precautions  neces- 
sary in  dealing  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
Prophylactic  gargling  and  douching  of  the  nose 


are  recommended.  In  nursing  cases  of  pneu- 
monia associated  with  influenza  or  some  other 
acute  infectious  disease,  the  wearing  of  face 
masks  is  desirable. 

Face  Masks. 
Face  masks  may  be  improvised  from  gauze 
or  butter  muslin — three  layers  of  butter  muslin, 
eight  inches  long  by  five  inches  wide,  sufficient 
to  cover  the  mouth  and  nose,  and  fastened  at 
the  back  of  the  head  with  tapes.  Of  general 
prophylactic  measures  the  most  important  are 
the  avoidance  as  far  as  possible  of  direct  infec- 
tion and  of  the  predisposing  conditions  already 
enumerated  which  tend  to  lower  resistance  to 
infection. 


COMPULSORY     STERILIZATION. 

The  medical  correspondent  of  the  Times 
draws  attention  to  the  deadly  method  of  infec- 
tion in  influenza  from  the  unsterilized  cup  and 
glass  in  clubs,  public  bars,  restaurants,  &c., 
and  considers  that  every  public  place  should 
be  compelled  to  use  a  sterilizer. 


VACCINE     FOR     PNEUMONIA. 

Lieut. -Colonel  H.  R.  Berry,  surgeon  at  Camp 
Pix,  New  Jersey,  announces  that  in  the  last 
two  months  only  one  case  of  pneumonia  de- 
veloped among  the  17,467  soldiers  who  had 
taken  the  new  pneumonia  vaccine  treatment, 
while  more  than  a  score  died  from  the  same 
disease  among  uninoculated  troops. 

The  results  are  so  satisfactory  that  Major- 
General  Scott  has  urged  all  returning  soldiers 
from  overseas  to  take  treatment  before  their 
discharge. 


INFLUENZA   SPREAD    BY    INSECTS. 

Immanuel  Kant,  in  a  "  notice  to  physicians  " 
on  the  influenza  scourge  which  swept  over 
practically  the  whole  world  towards  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  expressed  the  opinion, 
says  the  British  Medical  ]ownal,  that  the 
disease  was  spread  not  only  by  atmospheric 
conditions,  but  by  infection  conveyed  by  insects, 
and  that  the  paths  of  communication  between 
Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world  by  sea  and 
caravan  were  the  means  of  conveyance  of 
disease. 


OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


We  regret  we  have  been  unable  to  award  a 
prize  this  week,  as  no  paper  came  up  to  the 
requisite  standard. 
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HONOURS  FOR  NURSES.  NURSING  AND  THE  WAR. 


The  King  held  an  Investiture  in  the  Ball  Room 
of  Buckingham  Palace,  on  February  13th,  when 
His  Majesty  conferred  the  following  decorations  : — 

MILITARY     MEDAL. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Dorothy 
Cavvood. 

First  Aid  Nursing  Yeomanry. — Miss  Elizabeth  Cal- 
lander, and  Miss  Elsie  Courtis. 

ROYAL   RED   CROSS. 

First  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
(India). — Matron  Irene  McNally. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. — Sister  Mildred  Wells. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Lillian 
Pidgeon. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Edith 
Cornweil,  Sister  Alma  Bennett,  Sister  Josephine  Dunne, 
and  Sister  Julia  Hart. 

Second  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service. 
— Sister  Isabella  Jobson. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. — Sister   Leah   Rosenthal. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Annie 
Walker. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — The  Lady  Elizabeth 
Keppel,  Miss  Cecilia  Lawley,  the  Hon.  Ursula  Lawley, 
and  Miss  Lorna  Leatham. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Edna  Auger, 
Sister  Harriet  Jukes,  and  Sister  Gertrude  Raid. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Helen 
Homan,  Sister  Elizabeth  Home,  Sister  Lily  Mackenzie, 
and  Sister  Constance  Stone. 

New  Zealand  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Maud 
Atkinson   and   Sister   Blanche   Huddleston. 

Queen  Alexandra  subsequently  received  at 
Marlborough  House  the  members  of  the  Mihtary 
Nursing  Services  who  have  been  awarded  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  and  the  MiUtary  Medal,  subse- 
quent to  the  Investiture  at  Buckingham  Palace. 


At  the  Investiture  held  by  the  King  in  the  Bal! 
Room  of  Buckingham  Palace  on  February  15th, 
His  Majesty  decorated  the  following  ladies  with  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  : — 

First  Class. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Janet 
Macdonald. 

Second  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. — Staff  Nurse  Evelyn  Walton. 

They  were  subsequently  received  by  Queen 
Alexandra  at  Marlborough  House. 


SERVICE   BARS. 

On  Wednesday  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  pre- 
sented service  bars  to  members  of  the  Belgravia 
War  Hospital  Supply  Depot,  who  have  qualified 
during  the  past  three  years  of  work. 

Women's  share  has  indeed  been  splendid  in  the 
work  of  equipping-  hospitals  with  necessary 
bandages,  garments,  stores,  and  comforts  of  all 
descriptions  during  the  past  years  of  war. 


A  demobilisation  payment  scheme  has  been 
drawn  up  by  the  Joint  War  Committee  under 
which  payments  to  persons  whose  contracts  are 
determined  by  the  Joint  War  Committee,  based 
on  length  of  service  prior  to  March  31st,  1919,  are 
as  follows  :  Under  six  months'  service,  a  gratuity 
of  4  weeks'  pay  ;  over  6  months  but  under  12, 
6  weeks'  pay  ;  over  12  months,  but  under  18, 
8  weeks'  pay  ;  over  18  months  but  under  24, 
10  weeks'  pay  ;  over  24  months  but  under  30, 
12  weeks'  pay  ;  over  30  months  but  under  36, 
14  weeks'  pay  ;  over  36  months  but  under  42, 
16  weeks'  pay  ;  over  42  months  but  under  48, 
18  weeks'  pay  ;  over  48  months  but  under  54, 
20  weeks'  pay.  Payments  under  this  scheme 
do  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  payment 
of  bonus  of  £y  los.  (or  Christmas  gift  of  one  week's 
salary  for  non-contract  nurses),  in  the  ordinary 
course.  The  scheme  does  not  apply  to  persons 
whose  contracts  have  been  terminated  before 
November  29th,  1918,  and  persons  themselves 
determining  their  contracts  will  receive  no  special 
payment. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  in  19 14  Red  Cross 
nurses  under  the  then  Committee  were  paid 
;^2  2s.  a  week,  but  this  arrangement  was  cancelled 
later  "  upon  the  advice  of  the  Matrons,"  so  it 
was  alleged,  and  caused  great  indignation,  as  the 
nurses  were  compelled  to  agree  to  take  £1  is.  a 
week,  or  leave.  We  are  glad,  therefore,  that 
those  who  have  continued  on  the  staff  of  the 
Joint  War  Committee  are  to  have  compensation, 
although  those  who  resigned  before  the  scheme 
was  agreed  upon — «do  not  benefit. 


One  of  the  happiest  memories  of  the  war,  when 
nurses  who  have  served  with  the  Overseas  Forces 
come  to  reckon  their  store,  is  the  haven  to  which 
they  turned  on  their  brief  leave,  at  Queen  Mary's 
Hostel  for  War  Nurses,  39  and  40,  Bedford  Square, 
W.C. 

At  the  heart  of  the  Hostel  is  Mrs.  Kerr  Lawson, 
who  takes  care  that  the  comfort  of  each  honotured 
guest  is  assured  ;  there  is  rest  for  the  tired  body, 
relaxation  for  the  overstrained  mind,  and,  most 
precious  of  all,  unfailing  understanding  and 
helpfulness  in  trouble,  confided  easily  and  natur- 
ally to  one  possessed  of  such  a  store  of  sympathetic 
magnetism.  What  it  has  meant  to  these  pilgrims 
up  the  Hill  of  Difficulty  to  rest  for  a  while  in  the 
Chamber  of  Peace,  they  alone  know. 

Nurses  who  have  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of 
the  Hostel  will  hear  with  sincere  regret  of  the 
impending  retirement  of  Mrs.  Kerr  Lawson,  who 
has  decided  that  the  time  has  come  to  take  up 
the  threads  of  her  own  hfe  once  more.  Many 
good  wishes  and  loving  thoughts  will  follow  this 
"  succourer  of,  many." 


Sir  R.  Munro  Ferguson,  Governor-General  of 
Australia,  and  Lady  Helen,  have   shown   many 
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courtesies  to  returning  Australian  military  nurses 
from  active  service,  entertaining  them  and  taking 
the  greatest  interest  in  their  reports.  The 
Australian  soldiers  and  nurses  have  shown  them- 
selves fine,  robust,  patriotic  men  and  women, 
who  have  won  the  goodwill  and  admiration  of 
the  people  of  the  Empire,  wherever  they  have 
come  into  touch  with  them. 


Surgeon- General  Fetherston  is  warm  in  his 
praise  of  the  courage  of  Australian  nurses,  and 
has  been  singing  their  praises  to  their  colleagues 
now  he  is  home  again.  Owing  to  the  guiding 
hand  of  the  Nurses 
Associations  in  Aus- 
tralia, Dr.  Fetherston 
said,  women  had 
been  carefully  and 
properly  trained, 
with  the  result  that 
the  Australian  nurses 
were  second  to  none 
in  the  world.  They 
had  especially  proved 
their  merit  in  the 
war  zones,  where  an 
endless  list  of  heroic 
deeds  had  been  done 
by  them.  Dr. 
Fetherston  travelled 
for  eight  months, 
visiting  all  the  main 
nursing  centres  of 
the  Allies,  and 
although  some  hos- 
pitals were  remark- 
ably fine — the  finest 
perhaps  in  the  world 
— the  others  were 
very  poor,  because 
the  nurses  had  not 
been  compelled  to 
train  under  the  best 
circumstances.  Re- 
ferring to  the  Spanish 
influenza  epidemic 
which  swept  America 
while  he  was  there, 
the  General  gave 
some  helpful  advice 

to  the  nurses.  The  military  wards  were  so  arranged 
that  wires  were  run  down  and  across  the  wards, 
and  from  these  sheets  were  dropped,  thus  com- 
pletely isolating  the  individual  sufferers.  Perhaps 
nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  men  who  entered  the 
hospital  had  the  simple  influenza,  well  known  to 
all.  The  twentieth,  however,  might  have  the 
additional  infection  which  was  fatal.  One  slight 
cough  was  enough  to  send  the  infection  throughout 
the  whole  ward,  had  this  method  not  been  adopted. 

While  in  England  he  had  proof  of  the  bravery 
of  the  nurses.  There  was  an  air  raid,  and  all  the 
bells  were  ringing.  All  the  boarders  in  the  big 
hotel  rushed  with  their  blankets  to  the  cellars,  all 


except  a  party  of  30  nurses.  These. nurses  made 
a  rush  outside  to  see  the  raid  !  He  told  another 
story  of  four  nurses  who  were  to  have  gone  to 
India,  but  the  ship  received  a  wireless  to  go  straight 
to  Durban,  and  the  nurses  found  themselves  left 
there  They  boarded  a  large  liner  which  had 
troops  for  India.  While  out  at  sea  the  ship  caught 
fire  in  the  coal  bunkers,  and  the  Chinamen  became 
so  alarmed  that  they  refused  to  go  on  trying  to 
put  out  the  fire.  Many  of  the  soldiers  volunteered, 
and  108  were  badly  burnt  There  was  only  one 
doctor  on  the  ship,  who  with  these  four  nurses 
started  work      One  nurse  gave  chloroform  while 

another  tended  to 
the  burns.  Ap- 
pliances ran  short, 
but  the  nurses  used 
their  own  clothes 
for  bandages  This 
heroism  was  typical, 
the  General  said,  of 
the  Australian  nurse. 


MRS.    McDOUQALL 


By  the  courtesy 
of  the  Editor  of  the 
Queen,  we  present 
the  portrait  of  Mrs 
McDougall,  Com- 
manding Officer  of 
the  First  Aid 
Nursing  Yeomanry 
Corps  (affectionately 
known  as  Fany)  one 
of  the  most  pic- 
turesque, as  well  as 
useful  and  dauntless 
organisations  of 
women,  other  than 
trained  nurses,  who 
went  to  the  assist- 
ance of  our  Allies  in 
Belgium  and  France. 
In  the  former  coun- 
try the  "  Fanys  " 
have  worked 
throughout  the  war, 
and  they  are  a 
recognised  part  of 
the  Belgian  Army, 
in  which  they  rank 
as  soldiers.  In  France  they  also  rank  as  poilus,  and 
have  been  sent  with  their  ambulances  to  places 
where  no  women  have  previously  been  allowed. 
Though  only  a  small  Corps,  they  have  gained 
many  honours  for  their  bravery  and  disregard  of 
danger  in  the  service  of  the  sick  and  wounded  ; 
amongst  these  being  one  M.B.E.,  one  Legion  of 
Honour,  three  Chevalier  de  Leopold  II.,  twenty-six 
Croix  de  Guerre,  thirteen  Order  of  Elizabeth,  five 
Croix  Civique,  and  seventeen  Military  Medals.  The 
Corps  has  certainly  "  made  good,"  and  established 
the  right  to  render  first  aid,  to  take  their  ambul- 
ances right  up  to  the  firing  hne.  When  working 
with  the  British  forces  they  rank  as  civihans. 
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NURSING    ECHOeS. 

The  Royal  Colonial  Institute  has  issued 
invitations  for  Friday,  February  21st,  to  meet 
the  Matrons-in-Chief  at  Tea,  at  4  p.m.  These 
ladies  have  all  won  the  admiration  of  their  ptro- 
fessional  sisters  at  home,  and  a  very  pleasur- 
able gathering  should  result. 


Lady  Rhondda  is  pressing  ahead  with  her 
Ministry  of  Health  Watching  Council,  and  one 
of  its  planks  is  to  urge  for  representation  of 
women  on  all  Advisory  Committees  set  up  in 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill,  and  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Advisory  Committee  of  Women,  on 
which  a  consensus  of  opinion  on  all  health 
questions  on  which  women  are  able  to  form 
expert  opinions,  shall  be  represented.  Such  a 
Committee  would  be  most  practical  in  the 
advice  it  could  advance,  especially  in  relation 
to  the  home.*  

We  are  glad  to  note  that  many  Nurses' 
Societies  have  been  invited,  and  have  accepted, 
to  send  representatives  to  the  Council,  and 
that,  as  we  reported  last  week,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses,  and  the  Matrons'  Council,  have  been 
e'ected  on  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

There  should  be  no  lack  of  nursing  opinion, 
as  the  following  Societies  are  represented  : — 

Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  Miss 
Helen  Pearse ;  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick ;  Matrons' 
Council,  Miss  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.  ;  Society 
for  State  Registration,  Miss  M.  Breay ; 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  Miss 
Rimmer ;  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Miss  Cox- 
Davies,   R.R.C.  ;  and  Miss  Amy  Hughes. 

Miss  Gibson,  President,  Midwives'  Institute, 
has  been  elected  on  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee.   

Wonders  'will  never  cease  !  A  debatable 
Resolution,  &upp>orted  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen- 
wick and  Miss  Cox-Davies,  was  voted  for  by 
all  the  nurse  representatives  present.  Quite  a 
pleasant  change  tiy  find  unanimity  in  nursing 
ranks. 

A  Mass  Meeting  in  support  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Health  Watching  Council  will 
be  held  in  London  earlv  next  month. 


The  Sunday  Express  has  an  article  headed 
"  Who  Called  the  Priest?  A  Ghost  Story  of 
the  Telephone,"  and  vouches  for  the  following 
story  : — 

♦The  Ministry  of  Health  Bill  provides  for  Consul- 
tative Councils,  which  "  ?hall  include  persons  of  both 
sexes." — ^Ed. 


"  The  events  in  the  following  story,  which  is 
exercising  the  minds  of  a  number  of  persons 
at  this  moment,  occurred  in  London  a  few  days 
ago.  The  story,  whatever  may  be  its  explana- 
tion, is  literally  true. 

A  lady,  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  lying 
seriously  ill  in  a  house  insufficiently  supplied 
with  servants  for  any  messenger  to  be  sent  out 
of  it.  The  trained  nurse,  noticing  as  the  night 
wore  on  that  her  patient  was  becoming  worse, 
and  knowing  enough  of  Roman  Catholic  ritual 
to  be  aware  that  Extreme  Unction  should  be 
administered,  was  anxious  that  a  priest  might 
be  brought,  but  had  no  notion  how  to  fetch  one, 
even  could  her  charge  be  left.  In  her  per- 
plexity she  picked  up  a  little  volume  of  devo- 
tion, and  herself  began  to  read  the  prayers. 

It  was  now  well  past  midnight,  and  as  she 
read  the  door  suddenly  opened,  and  in  walked 
one  of  the  Father's  from  the  Oratory,  an  old 
friend  of  the  family. 

*  Thank  heaven  you  are  here  ! '  the  nurse 
exclaimed  fervently ;  *  but  who  told  you  to 
come?  ' 

*  You  telephoned,'  said  the  Father. 

'  No,'  said  the  nurse.  '  I  should  have  done 
if  I  could,  but  it. was  impossible.' 

*  Well,'  said  the  Father,  '  I  was  telephoned 
for  by  someone  and  came  at  once, '  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  perform  the  solemn  rites,  remaining 
in  the  room  until  the  end,  which  came  in  about 
two  hours. 

The  next  morning  he  sent  for  the  priest  who 
had  been  on  telephone  duty  the  night  before — 
for  in  case  of  such  emergencies  as  these  there 
is  always  one  in  attendance. 

*  I  am  sorry,'  said  the  Father,  *  I  was  so 
abrupt  with  you  last  night  when  you  called  me. 
But  I  had  been  dreaming,  and  was  barely 
awake. ' 

'  But  I  didn't  call  you  last  night,'  said  the 
priest,  who,  it  may  be  mentioned,  is  one  of 
the  most  striking  personalities  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  to-day.  '  There  was  no  ring 
last  night  at  all.' 

'  My  dear  K ,'  said  the  Father,  *  collect 

yourself.  Do  you>  mean  seriously  to  tell  me 
that  you  did  not  come  into  my  room  between 
twelve  and  one  last  night  and  say  that  Mrs. 
B was  dying  and  I  was  wanted  at  once?  * 

'No.' 

'  Do  you  honestly  forgfet  that  I  was  a  little 
brusque  for  the  moment?  ' 

*  No.  There  was  no  call ;  I  never  left  my 
room.'  " 


We   quite  look   forward  to  the   time  when 
telepathy  will  entirely  supersede  the  telephone. 
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It  is  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  consider- 
ing- the  present  chaotic  condition  of  our 
' '  'phone  ' '  service,  the  sooner  the  better. 

This  reminds  us  that,  at  the  request  of  a 
subscriber  intensely  interested  in  psychology, 
we  have  entered  the  following  question  in  our 
Prize  Competition,  "  Have  you  ever  seen  a 
ghost?  If  so,  give  your  experience  accurately, 
or  repeat  the  experience  of  others  on  whose 
accuracy  you  can  rely." 


And  to  apply  it  !  How  few  have  the  insight 
and  the  will  power !  Handling  souls  is  a 
precious  privilege. 


We  wonder  hdtv  many  nurses  who  visited 
the  Home  of  Rest  at  Brighton  in  times  past, 
actually  saw  the  lady  who  used  to  tip-tap  down 
the  uncarpeted  back  stairs — evidently  wearing 
high-heeled  shoes — in  a  swishing  silk  dress, 
who  used  to  pause  outside  bedroom  doors, 
whilst  hearts  thumped  within.  It  was  an  un- 
written law  that  this  phenomenon  should  never 
be  mentioned,  but  so  many  nurses  questioned 
the  Matron  on  the  matter  "  in  confidence,"  that 
it  was  a  very  extraordinary  coincidence  if  not 
true.  The  matter  was  most  seriously  discussed 
and  investigated,  but  no  solution  to  the  mystery 
was  ever  found.  ■ 

In  reference  to  the  burning  question  of 
Supplementary  Registers,  a  purse  recently  re- 
marked to  us  that  she  objected  to  a  Mental 
Nurses'  Register. 

We  questioned,  "What  do  you  know  of 
psychology?  "  . 

What  is  psychology?  she  asked. 

Well,  what  is  it?  Truly  a  science  which  few 
doctors,  and  still  fewer  nurses,  have  studied 
with  exact  advantage  to  humanity.  The 
science  of  the  Soul — mental  science  !  Indeed 
how  few  human  beings  are  themselves  qualified 
or  worthy  to  touch  psychosis. 

Once  we  heard  a  literal  alienist  say  :  "  Brain 
disease  is  just  the  same  as  heart  disease,  or  the 
degeneration  of  any  other  organ — it  must  be 
diagnosed  and  treated  rationally." 

Anyway,  when  we  have  flights  of  fancy,  save 
us  from  a  rationalist  :  we  do  not  feel  somehow 
.  that  he  would  dispel  our  illusions.  But  if  some 
terrestial  soul  would  come  into  touch  with  the 
spiritual  (even  if  irrational)  forces  of  our  mind 
we  might  regain  equipoise.  What  is  known 
as  mental  nursing  is  the  very  highest  form  of 
soul  to  soul  influence,  which  one  human  being 
is  permitted  to  expend  for  another.  Very  few 
of  us  have  the  quality  sufficiently  developed  to 
be  of  much  use,  therefore  we  revert  to  rational 
^-reatment,  and  merely  help  to  keep  the  men- 
tally unbalanced  in  good  physical  condition. 
But  much,  much  more  is  yet  required  before 
we  can  claim  that  even  the  elements  of  psycho- 
logical nursing  have  been  defined  or  approved. 


We  have  been  reading  of  the  quite  invaluable 
work  of  Queen's  Nurses  at  Bradford,  Sheffield, 
and  other  centres,  as  reported  at  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  district  nursing  associations.  We 
know  they  have  "  carried  on  "  in  the  most  self- 
denying  spirit,  and  we  wonder  if  these  wonder- 
ful women  are  to  have  any  special  recognition 
for  their  noble  work.  We  do  hope  so.  The 
type  of  woman  who  excels  as  a  district  nurse 
is  too  fine  to  seek  honours,  but  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  she  should  enjoy  them. 

Our  private  duty  nurses  have  also  done  excel- 
lently, quite  out  of  the  limelight.  They  also 
are  worthy  of  encouragement.  Here  we  may 
quote  a  few  words  from  grateful  people  : — 

"  Sister  saved  mother's  life."  **  Father  has 
been  spared  to  us — the  result  of  wonderful 
nursing."  "We  might  have  lost  our  little 
darling  but  for  nurse's  real  devotion."  "  My 
dear  wife  is  very  unwilling  to  part  with  Sister. 
She  has  been  a  treasure  in  the  house,"  and  so 
on.  Why  not  a  "  Decoration  for  Duty  on 
Home  Service  "? 


Mr.  James  M'Farlane,  chairman  of  the 
managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow, 
announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Court 
of  Governors,  that  they  had  been  able  to  pro- 
vide accommodation,  which  would  permit  them, 
to  increase  their  staff  of  nurses  to  such  an 
extent,  as  would  materially  shorten  their  hours 
and  improve  their  working  conditions.  The 
number  of  nurses  returning  from  war  service 
who  were  offering  their  services  was  quite 
gratifying. 

The  lour  trustees  given  power  to  invest  the 
;i{iio,ooo  collected  as  a  Tribute  to  certificated 
Irish  Nurses  are,  we  hear.  Sir  John  Arnott, 
and  Mr.  Jonathan  Hogg,  of  Dilblin,  Sir  Bert- 
rand  Windle,  Cork,  and  Lord  Killanin  for  the. 
North  of  Ireland.  A  Comimittee  is  being  formed 
to  help  in  the  administration  of  the  Fund,  and 
all  the  principal  Nursing  Bodies  have  been 
invited  to  nominate  representatives.  Miss 
Alice  Reeves  represents  the  Irish  Matrons* 
Association,  Miss  A.  Carson  Rae  the  Irish 
Nurses*  Association,  Miss  Kearns  the  Irish 
Nurses'  Insurance  Society.  Miss  Huxley  is 
already  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  no 
doubt  the  Irish  Nursing  Board  and  the  College 
of  Nursing  Irish  Board  will  also  have  a  say — 
so  that  Irish  Nurses  will  feel  they  are  not  being 
run  as  a  charity,  and  that  privacy  and  dignity 
will  be  maintained. 
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GLAXO. 


'  One  of  the  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  digestion 
of  cow's  milk — which  applies  in  many  cases  to 
adults  as  well  as  infants  and  young  children — ^is 
that  when  acted  upon  by  the  gastric  juice  in  the 
stomach  a  tough  and  indigestible  curd  is  formed. 
When  the  case  is  that  of  an  infant  who  cannot 
be  breast-fed,  the  difficulty  of  a  substitute  food 


For  the  same  reason,  Glaxo  is  a  very  suitable 
food  for  invalids  and  old  people,  and  a  well-made 
cup  of  this  preparation,  taken  the  last  thing 
before  retiring  for  the  night,  will  frequently 
ensure  refreshing  sleep,  and  it  has  the  further 
merit  of  being  easily  prepared.  This  at  a  time 
when  service  of  any  kind  is  so  scarce  is  a  great 
consideration. 

The  head  office  of  Glaxo  is  at  155-157,  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W.i. 


TWO    PERFECT    PET5. 
Children  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Hope  Morley. 


is  sometimes  an  urgent  one.  The  selection  is  a 
matter  of  vital  importance,  as  the  child's  life 
may  depend  upon  the  right  choice.  When  the 
question  arises,  a  trial  may  with  confidence  be 
given  to  Glaxo,  which  is  most  carefully  prepared 
from  pure  fresh  milk,  so  treated  as  usually  to  suit 
the  most  delicate  stomach,  and  ailing  babies 
frequently  thrive  amazingly  when  put  on  Glaxo. 


TWO     PERFECT     PETS. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  the  Gentle- 
woman we  reproduce  on  this  page  the  picture  of 
two  perfect  pets.  When  every  one  in  the  land 
can  live  in  an  environment  that  will  enable  our 
babies  to  grow  up  to  the  same  perfect  standard 
of  health  and  beauty,  then,  indeed,  we  may  rest 
content  as  to  the  future  of  the  race. 
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Ropal  BritisD  Rurses'  Jlssoclatlom 


(Incorporated  bj? 


Ropal  CDarfer.) 


THIS   SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


A  SCHEME  FOR  INAUGURATING  A 
CLUB  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Mansion  House, 
on  Thursday,  March  13th,  to  inaugurate  a  scheme 
for  founding  a  Nurses'  Club  in  connection  with. 
the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association.  The  Lord 
Mayor  will  preside,  and  will  be  supported  by 
Mrs.  Lloyd  George  ;  the  Viscountess  Rhondda  ; 
the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa  ;  Lord  Morris  ;  Major 
the  Hon.  Waldorf  Astor,  M.P.  ;  and  Admiral  Sims. 

It  is  hoped  that  members  of  the  Association  and 
its  affiliated  societies  will  make  every  endeavour 
possible  to  attend  this  meeting,  in  order  to  give 
their  support  to  the  scheme.  The  present  club- 
room,  at  10,  Orchard  Street,  has,  on  several 
occasions  recently,  proved  far  too  small  for  the 
needs  of  the  members  when  they  have  organized 
their  conferences  or  social  gatherings,  and  it  iSi 
this  circumstance  which  led  thore  responsible 
for  the  management  of  the  Association  to  approach 
the  Lord  Mayor,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a 
club  which  will  be  much  more  largely  useful  to 
nurses  generally.  The  nurses  greatly  appreciate 
the  kindness  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  others  who 
will  speak  at  the  meeting,  in  giving  their  support 
to  the  scheme  for  inaugurating  a  Nurses'  Club. 

All  nurses,  whether  members  of  the  Association 
or  not,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  ; 
and  those  who  wish  to  do  so  should  send  their 
names  and  addresses  at  once  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  10, 
Orchard    Street,    Portman    Square,    W.  i. 

TO   MEMBERS    OF  THE  R.B.N.A. 

Appreciations  have  reached  us  from  all  sections 
of  our  members  of  the  latest  issue  of  the  B.J.N., 
and  to  theirs  we  might  well  add  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  Corporation  as  a  whole  to  its  Editor. 
Particularly  does  the  Deputation  to  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  appear  to  have 
caused  satisfaction  to  the  nurses,  and  quite 
rightly  so,  too.  It  serves  but  as  an  instance  of 
what  the  nurses  can  bring  about  themselves  by 
organisation,  and  as  an  indication  and  encourage- 
ment to  them  to  strengthen  further  their  organised 
societies. 


The  leaders  in  this  great  struggle  would  be  the 
first  to  acknowledge  the  yeoman  service  done  by 
many  who  appear  less  prominently  in  the  fight. 
The  College,  on  the  strength  of  large  funds 
subscribed  by  a  charitable  public,  has  no  restric- 
tions placed  upon  its  propaganda  work-  It  is  not 
possible  for  the  societies,  so  generously  and 
loyally  supported  by  the  nurses  themselves, 
from  their  all  too  slender  salaries,  to  supply 
speakers  to  go  constantly  round  hospitals  in 
London  and  the  provinces,  not  to  mention  the 
military  hospitals  abroad,  in  order  to  put  their 
side  of  the  pref^ent  controversy.  Several  of  our 
members  have  come  heroically  to  the  rescue.  It 
has  been  no  easy  thing  for  them  to  take  an 
independent  stand,  and  fight  for  their  principles 
and  ours  in  College  strongholds  in  towns»  such  as, 
tor  instance,  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
Bristol,  and  in  some  large  hospitas  at  the  Front. 

From  one  hospital  in  the  North  many  nurses 
have  joined  up  under  the  Charter,  and  the  only 
indication  of  who  is  loyally  and  unostentatiously 
fighting  for  us,  up  there,  is  that  the  applications 
for  Registration  are  countersigned  by  a  nurse  who, 
when  she  worked  for  the  Corporation  as  a  private 
nurse,  was  reported  to  us  by  a  well-known  ophthal- 
mic surgeon  as  having  the  gentlest  voice  and 
touch,  of  any  who  had  ever  \yorked  for  him. 
Her  courage,  honesty  and  persistence,  judging 
from  the  files  of  the  Registration  Board,  are 
evidently   quite    equal   to    her    gentleness. 

To  one  and  all  of  them  we  offer  our  sincere 
thanks,  and  when  some  day  we  celebrate  the 
passing  of  the  longed-for  measure  to  protect  the 
nurses,  we  feel  sure  their  leaders  will  ask  no 
greater  honour  than  that,  side  by  side  with  them 
on  the  platform,  will  stand  those — most  of  them 
in  the  younger  ranks  of  the  profession — ^who  have 
so  heroically  and  effectively  carried  the  fight 
into  districts  which  otherwise,  except  for  the 
Journal,  we  could  not  have  reached.  All  honour 
to  those  younger  members  of  the  profession 
who  have  chosen  a  clearly  defined  policy  and 
principles,  and  who  stand  for  those  with  all  the 
strength    that    is    in    them. 

LECTURE. 

Owing  to  illness,  Professor  Flinders  Petrie 
was  unable  to  lecture  last  week,  and  the  course 
is  now  closed  for  the  winter. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL  AND  THE 
STATE  REGISTER. 


Several  members  have  written  to  us  drawing 
attention  to  a  letter  from  Sir  Cooper  Perry  in  the 
last  issue  of  The  Hospital,  and,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  necessity  for  writing  to  each  individually  on 
the  various  points  he  raises,  we  insert  the  reply 
to  his  letter,  sent  to  the  Editor  for  publication  : — ■ 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Hospital. 

Sir, — ^In  your  issue  of  15th  inst.  Sir  Cooper 
Perry  replies  to  the  letter  of  the  Chairman  and  the 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
and  his  remarks  in  connection  with  my  attitude 
towards  the  position  of  nurses  trained  in  Children's 
Hospitals  are  grossly  misleading.  I  claim  the 
right  to  explain  my  position  and  to  criticise  his 
statements. 

In  the  first  place,  Sir  Cooper  Perry  takes 
exception  to  the  de:^cription,  by  your  corres- 
pondents, of  the  College  Bill  as  the  "  Draft  Bill 
for  the  College  of  Nursing."  But  the  College 
Bill  may  quite  fairly  be  so  described,  its  first 
provision  being  that  "  The  College  of  Nursing, 
Limited,  shall  be  entitled  to  bear  the  title  of 
'  the  College  of  Nursing  '  without  the  addition  of 
the  word  '  Limited,'  and  is  hereinafter  described 
as  the  College  of  Nursing."  Further,  Clause  5, 
Section  3  in  the  Bill  reads  as  follows  : — ■ 

"  The  Memorandum  and  Articles  of  Asso- 
ciation of  the  College  of  ISTursing  shall  so  far  as 
they  are  consistent  with  this  Act,  remain  in 
full  force  and  eftect  unless  and  until  they  have 
been  varied  or  repealed  by  Rules  made  under 
this  Act." 

Sir  Cooper  Perry  refers  to  the  "  rival  Bill  of 
the  Central  Committee,"  thereby  giving  the 
impression  that  the  College  of  Nursing  had  a 
Bill  in  the  field,  and  that  the  Central  Committee 
had  drafted  one  in  opposition  to  it.  The  facts 
are  that,  previous  to  1909,  three  different  Societies 
had  drafted  Bills  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Trained  Nurses.  In  that  year,  however,  as  a 
result  of  negotiations  between  the  organised 
Societies  of  Nurses,  the  Central  Committee  was 
formed  which,  taking  as  a  basis  for  discussion  the 
Bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Lords  in  1908, 
succeeded,  after  a  certain  amount  of  "  give  and 
take  "  on  the  part  of  the  various  Societies,  in 
drafting  an  agreed  Bill,  which  obtained  a  large 
majority  when  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1914  under  the  ten  minutes'  rule.  It 
remained  for  the  College  of  Nursing,  by  cutting 
across  its  bows  with  a  rival  Bill,  and  one  opposed 
to  principles  which  the  nurses'  organised  Societies 
are  pledged  to  support,  to  destroy  the  unity  in 
regard  to  legislation  which  the  Central  Committee 
had  secured  by  the  expenditure  of  no  small  amount 
of  money  and  effort. 

||».  Sir  Cooper  Perry  states  that  the  Register  of  the 
College,  with  the  exception  of  "  something  like 
ten  laymen  and  a  few  doctors  is  by  the  Memor- 


andum and  Articles  of  Association  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Limited,  confined  absolutely  to  women 
trained  in  general  nursing."  I  find  no  such 
restriction  in  the  aforementioned  Memorandum 
and  Articles  of  Association. 

Sir  Cooper  Perry  evidently  thinks  that  the 
College  Bill  will  be  more  acceptable  to  the 
authorities  of  Children's  Hospitals  if  it  leaves  a 

loophole  "  whereby  their  nurses  can  have  their 
names  placed  on  Supplementary  Registers — a 
disingenuous  proposal  scarcely  calculated  to 
appeal  to  practical  minds.  He  knows  the  feeUng 
which  exists  among  nurses,  with  general  training, 
against  Supplementary  Registers,  and  obviously 
he  anticipates  that  the  authorities  of  Children's 
Hospitals  will  take  advantage  of  the  "  loophole  " 
offered  to  them  in  the  College  Bill,  to  press  for  a 
Supplementary  Register  for  Children's  Nurses  as 
soon  as  the  Bill  is  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book. 
It  is  in  the  lap  of  the  gods,  therefore,  whether  the 
General  Nursing  Council  would  see  fit  to  "  placate  " 
the  nurses  or  the  authorities  of  the  Children's 
Hospitals.  One  or  other  would  be  doomed  to 
learn  a  lesson  on  the  folly  of  putting  their  trust 
in  permissive  legislation. 

Sir  Cooper  Perry  states  that  the  Children's 
Hospitals  find  in  me  "  one  of  the  strongest 
opponents  to  any  Supplementary  Register  which 
would  admit  their  nurses  to  the  privileges  of 
Registration  on  any  terms."  The  statement 
scarcely  sounds  "  British,"  for  Sir  Cooper  Perry 
knows  that  when  I  opposed  the  Clause  in  the 
College  Bill,  taking  powers  to  establish  Supple- 
mentary Registers,  I  strongly  advocated  in  place 
of  those  a  wide  system  of  reciprocity  between  the 
General  and  Special  Hospitals  and,  moreover, 
any  one  who  has  read  my  articles  from  time  to 
time,  knows  that  I  am  likely  to  be  among  the 
last  to  minimise  the  value  of  training  in  the 
nursing  of  the  diseases  of  children.  A  scheme  of 
reciprocity,  such  as  that  which  I  indicated  in  my 
remarks  at  the  meeting,  would  be  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  nurses,  and  would  add  very  much 
to  the  importance  of  the  Special  Hospitals  in  any 
scheme  to  provide  the  definite  training  prescribed 
by  the  Council.  At  the  present  time  a  proba- 
tioner may  give  three  years  to  training  at  a  Special 
Hospital  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time  find  herself 
disquahfied  for  any  of  the  Government  Nursing 
Services,  or  for  the  higher  posts  in  the  profession, 
unless  she  takes  another  term  of  three,  or,  it  may 
be,  four  years'  training  in  a  General  Hospital. 

I  would  point  out  to  Sir  Cooper  Perry  that  there 
was  no  suggestion  at  any  time  to  amalgamate  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  with  the  College 
of  Nui  sing,  Ltd.  Under  the  Supplemental  Charter 
the  College  was  to  have  been  amalgamated  with 
the  Association.  The  Children's  Hospitals  wqre 
not  instrumental  in  defeating  the  proposed 
amalgamation.  As  Sir  Cooper  Perry  well  knows, 
their  petition  reached  the  Privy  Council  subsequent, 
and  not  previous,  to  the  insertion  of  alterations  in 
the  Draft  Supplemental  Charter,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  my  Council,  \would  have  seriously 
affected  the  ability  of  the  Corporation  to  keep 


124 


^be  Bnti0b  3ournal  of  IRureino.      February  22, 1919 


certain  pledges  made  by  the  College  and  for  which 
it  would  have  become  responsible  on  amalgamating 
the  College  with  itself. 

Siir  Cooper  Perry  concludes  with  a  veiled  threat 
that  the  Children's  Hospitals  may  find  their 
"  loophole  "  withdrawn  from  the  Bill,  adding  that 
its  omission  will  be  welcomed  by  the  majority  of 
nurses.  Of  course  it  will,  but  the  nurses  are  not 
prepared  to  put  much  trust  in  the  conscience  of 
a  body  which,  with  the  one-portal  system  writ 
large  on  one  page,  proceeds  in  another  to  provide 
for  any  number  of  side  portals,  and  which  represents 
to  the  authorities  of  the  Special  Hospitals  that 
such  side  portals  can  be  opened  at  any  time,  and 
to  the  nurses  that  there  is  little  danger,  but  that 
they  can  keep  them  carefully  "  banned  and 
barred." 

I  am,  Sir, 
Yours  truly, 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

THE    WAR    SEAL    FOUNDATION. 

With  reference  to  a  letter  from  a  correspondent 
pubUshed  in  our  last  Supplement,  in  connection 
with  the  above  Foundation,  we  are  requested  to 
make  certain  corrections.  The  War  Seal  Mansions, 
Fulham,  contain  70,  not  60,  Mwfurnished  flats, 
which  are  available  for  the  men  of  the  Army, 
Navy  and  the  Air  Services  who  are  incapacitated 
for  work.  As  it  has  been  intimated  that  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  is  willing  to  supply  chairs 
it  is  preferable  that  gifts  should  take  some  other 
form,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 
at  ID,  Charing  Cross  Road,  W.C. 

(Signed)     Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 

10,  Orchard  Street,  Lx>ndon,  W.  i. 

A    TRADE    UNION    FOR    NURSES. 

We  are  informed  that  a  trade  union  for  nurses 
is  now  being  created  as  a  branch  of  the  Irish 
Women  Workers'  Union.  In  connection  with 
this  project,  a  public  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Dublin  within  the  next  fortnight. 


THE  SICK  POOR  MUST  BE  PROTECTED. 


THE     PROFESSIONAL     DANGER. 

Overheard  at  the  College  of  Nursing  meeting. 

Nurse  in  full  canonicals  (effusively)  looking 
towards  the  platform  :     "Oh!    isn't  he  a  dear  ?  " 

Nurse  near  by  (grimly)  :  "  Have  you  read  the 
Bill  ?  " 

Gusher  (indignantly)  :  "  Certainly  not ;  I 
shouldn't  presume." 

Nurse  near  by  (sotto  voce)  :  "  And  this  is  the 
type  of  futile  idiot  who  counts  !  " 

WINDFALLS. 

The  late  Mr.  William  E.  Green,  a  benefactor  of 
the  Kingston  Victoria  Hospital,  in  his  wdll  has 
left  a  legacy  of  ;^io,ooo  to  the  Institution,  free 
of  duty. 


We  referred  briefly  last  week  to  the  inquest 
held  at  the  Cottag"e  Hospital,  Oswestry,  on 
February  3rd,  on  a  schoolboy  who  died  in  the 
hospital.  The  following  is  the  account  of 
the  inquest  published  in  the  Borders  Counties 
Advertizer: — 

Schoolboy's  Sad  Death. 
Mr.  Coroner  Lewis  held  an  inquiry  at  the 
Cottage  Hosoital  on  Monday  (February  3rd)  into 
the  death  of  Burton  Ronald  Pritchard,  aged  seven, 
who  died  in  the  Hospital  on  Friday  as  a  result  of 
shock  following  scalds. — The  mother  stated  that 
on  January  28th  the  boy  had  wet  his  stocking,  and 
she  took  it  off  to  dry,  placing  the  boy  on  a  chair 
by  the  fireside.  There  was  a  saucepan  of  stew  at 
the  boil  on  the  fire,  and  when  she  had  turned  her 
back  she  heard  her  son  shout,  "  Oh,  mammy,  I 
am  dying."  She  saw  the  saucepan  had  been 
upset,  but  there  was  still  sufficient  stew  left  in  it 
for  dinner.  She  undressed  the  boy,  and  found  he 
was  scalded  on  both  arms  and  the  right  side.  The 
nurses  were  sent  for,  and  they  attended  up  to 
January  30th.  She  later  sent  for  Dr.  Crofton,  on 
the  advice  of  the  nurse.  There  was  no  fireguard ; 
she  had  sold  it  only  a  month  ago.  Deceased  was 
her  youngest  child. — Nurse  Margaret  Edwards, 
nurse  in  charge  of  the  Cottage  Hospital  in  the 
absence  of  the  matron,  and  Nurse  Winnie  Gears, 
district  nurse  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  gave 
evidence  of  attending  the  child  for  scalds.  The 
former  admitted  that  she  was  neither  qualified  nor 
certificated,  and  that  her  experience  consisted  of 
three  years'  training  at  the  Cottage  Hospital.  The 
latter  also  was  not  qualified  nor  certificated,  and 
had  received  only  12  months'  training  at  the 
Cottage  Hospital. — The  Coroner  said  the  nurse^ 
assumed  a  very  grave  responsibility  in  this  case. 
It  was  their  duty  to  have  got  the  assistance  of 
some  medical  man  to  have  given  his  care  to  the 
child.  He  did  not  think  they  had  either  the  experi- 
ence or  knowledge  to  assume  such  responsibility, 
and  he  would  suggest  that  in  future  they  should 
see  a  medical  man  in  such  cases. — A  verdict  of 
"  Death  accidentally  caused  by  scalds  "  was 
returned. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  sug-g-estions  are 
being  put  forward  that  small  hospitals  should 
be  established  in  country  districts  and  run 
much  on  the  same  lines  as  many  V.A.D.  hos- 
pitals have  been  run  {i.e.,  with  V.A.D.s  and  a 
minimum  of  one  trained  nurse),  this  case  is  of 
special  interest.  We  hope  that  Labour  Women 
will  carefully  watch  any  such  schemes,  for  it  is 
not  the  rich  but  the  poor  who  suffer  when 
inefficient  nursing  is  provided  in  such  institu- 
tions. 

In  the  present  case  it  transpired  through  the 
publicity  given  at  the  inquest  (i)  that  the  nurse 
in  charge  of  the  hospital  in  the  absence  of  the 
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Matron  was  "neither  qualified  nor  certifi- 
cated," (2)  and  that  the  district  nurse  had  had 
only  12  months*  training  in  the  Cottage  Hos- 
pital. Yet,  with  the  assurance  of  ignorance, 
these  nurses  took  upon  themselves  the  respon- 
sibility of  treating  a  child  who  had  been 
severely  scalded,  from  January  28th  to  January 
3dth.  A  fully  trained  nurse  would  at  once  have 
realized  the  danger  of  shock — always  a  very 
grave  one  in  serious  cases  of  bu»-ns  and  scalds 
— and  would  have  sent  for  a  doctor  on  arrival 
at  the  case  and  while  rendering  first  aid.  The 
case  is  an  object  lesson  in  the  necessity  for  the 
establishment  and  enforcement  of  adequate 
standards  of  nursing  education. 


PRITHEE  !   NO  MORE  "WAIT  AND  SEE/ 


Lord  Cawley  has  contributed  ;(^io,ooo  to 
Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester,  to  erect  a 
Nurses'  Home  in  memory  of  his  three  sons 
killed  in  the  war. 


LUNACY   STIGMA    TO    BE    REMOVED. 

At  a  conference  of  asylum  authorities  at  the 
Guildhall  recently  strong  objection  was  taken  to 
the  use  of  such  words  as  "lunatic,"  "lunacy," 
"  asylum,"  and  "pauper"  in  the  lunacy  law.  It 
was  resolved  to  press  for  the  deletion  of  the  words 
objected  to,  and  for  a  drastic  reform  of  the  lunacy 
law  generally.  Mr.  Morgan  Thomas,  of  Cardiff, 
who  presided,  emphasized  the  importance  of  special 
mental  hospitals  being  established  by  local  authori- 
ties for  the  treatment  of  incipient  cases  without 
^.applying  the  term  "  lunacy."  A  resolution  in  that 
sense  was  adopted,  and  it  was  resolved  to  form  a 
National  Council  of  the  governing  authorities  of 
all  institutions,  public  and  private,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  mentally  afflicted  in  England  and 
Wales. 


PRACTICAL    POINTS. 

Some  time  ago  a  writer  in  the  Lancet  advanced 
the  opinion  that  a  warm  night  cap  assists  in 
producing  sleep.  Soldiers  have  found  the  knitted 
helmet  most  soothing  and  sleep-promoting.  Our 
grandfathers'  and  grandmothers'  night- caps  were 
worn  because  they  found  them  an  aid  to  sleep  ; 
and  they  not  only  kept  the  head  warm  but  shut 
out  external  sounds  and  light  that  interfered 
with   repose. 

"We  remember  in  our  youth  seeing  "  Papa  " 
in  a  comfy  red  flannel  cap,  and  "  Mama  "  in  a 
very  becoming  frilly  muslin  one.  For  ourselves 
we  advise  a  Shetland  "  cloud,"  thrown  lightly 
over  the  head  and  ears.  It  is  a  real  joy  where  com- 
fort in  bed  is  concerned.  We  sometimes  wonder 
if  an  excess  of  oxygen  is  quite  fair  on  the  heart 
during  sleep,  or  why  should  animals  evade  it  and 
birds  tuck  their  heads  under  their  wings  ? 


Once  again  private  members  of  Parliament  are 
to  be  deprived  of  their  privilege  of  bringing  in 
Bills.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  moved  in  the  House  on  the 
12th  inst.,  "  that  until  the  House  otherwise  deter- 
mines, and  so  far  as  the  House  does  not  otherwise 
determine,  no  Public  Bills  other  than  Government 
Bills  be  introduced  and  no  Ballot  be  taken  for 
determining  the  precedence  of  such  Bills." 

This,  we  are  pleased  to  note,  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Adamson,  leader  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  Donald  Maclean  suggested  the  resolution 
should  be  amended  by  the  deletion  of  the  words 
"  until  the  House  otherwise  determines,"  and  the 
substitution  of  the  words  "  until  March  31st." 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  at  once  agreed  to  the  latter 
suggestion,  reminding  the  House  that  he  had 
already  expressed  a  hope  that  by  vMarch  31st  it 
might  be  possible  to  relax  the  restriction  of  private 
members'  opportunities. 

The  motion,  so  amended  as  to  restrict  its 
operation  until  March  31st,  was  then  agreed  to. 

This  means  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  bringing 
in  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bills  until  after  that 
date. 


We  note,  however,  that  the  Government 
proposes  to  alter  the  present  procedure  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  reason  for  much  of  which 
is  now  obsolete,  so  that  the  rules  degenerate  into 
obstruction.  The  chief  change  the  Government 
proposes  is,  that  many  more  Bills  than  heretofore 
are  to  be  sent  to  Standing  Committees,  and  that 
there  must  be  more  and  smaller  Committees. 
Enthusiastic  new  members  will,  let  us  hope,  soon 
define  methods  of  procedure  by  which  the  nation's 
business  can  be  accomplished,  instead  of.  being 
tied  up  in  knots,  as  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
has  been  for  the  past  fourteen  years. 

Failing  time  for  private  members  in  which  to 
inaugurate  urgent  reforms,  let  them  "  ginger  up  " 
the  Government  and  insist  upon  it  doing  its  duty. 
Prithee,  no  more  "  wait  and  see." 


MINISTRY     OF     HEALTH     BILL 
INTRODUCED. 

Dr.  Addison,  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday, 
presented  a  Bill  to  establish  a  Ministry  of  Health 
and  a  Board  of  Health  to  exercise  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  in  Scotland,  respectively,  powers 
with  respect  to  health  and  local  government. 
This  Bill  is  now  in  print,  and  can  be  obtained  from 
H.M.  Stationery  Office,  Imperial  House,  Kings- 
way,  London,  W.C.  ;  28,  Abingdon  Street,  London, 
S.W.  i;  37,  Peter  Street,  Manchester;  i,  St. 
Andrews  Crescent,  Cardiff  ;  23,  Forth  Street, 
Edinburgh;  and  116,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 
Public  health  nurses  should  study  this  Bill. 


126 


Zbc  Britieb  3ournal  of  IWureing.      February  22,  1919 


THE  SERBIAN   RELIEF   FUND. 

During  the  past  three  months  the  work  of  the 
Serbian  ReUef  Fund  has  increased  threefold. 

Following  close  on  the  victorious  armies  the 
S.R.F.  Units  in  Macedonia  established  hospitals  at 
Nish,  Prokouplje,  and  Skoplje  ;  to  these  have  been 
added  a  considerable  number  of  workers. 

Clothing  depots  have  been  opened,  canteens 
established  in  the  towns  to  feed  the  sick  and  the 
children,  also  on  the  frontiers  for  the  reception  of 
prisoners  and  interned  civilians  from  Bulgaria  and 
Hungary. 

Though  the  S.R.F.  has  clothed  most  of  the 
Serbian  refugees  in  Salonica,  Corfu,  Corsica, 
Bizerta,  France  and  England  for  the  past  three 
years,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  public,  there 
was  a  large  surplus  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
sending  any  material  into  occupied  Serbia. 

The  stores  accumulated  amounted  to  over 
516,000  usefiil  garments,  &c.  ;  of  these  some 
100,000  were  contributed  by  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross.  The  above  were  sent  out  in  December  last 
and  are  being  given  out. 

Last  week  a  further  consignment  of  close  on 
100,000  articles  was  despatched. 

The  Queen  sent  over  15,000  ;  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross  again  gave  generously  ;  the  D.G.V.O.  sent 
requisitions  to  branch  organisations  ;  Depots  too 
numerous  to  mention  sent  contributions. 

In  Reply  to  a  Request  for  Fresh  Hospital 
Equipment. 

The  British  Red  Cross  has  made  a  splendid  gift 
of  /7,ooo,  including  260  beds  (complete),  surgical 
instruments,  &c.  ;  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross,  St.  Andrew's  Halls,  Glasgow, 
promises  equipment  for  200  beds,  2  lorries  2 
ambulances  ;  the  Perth  War  Hospital  is  giving 
/500,  and  100  beds  ;  the  Belgravia  Workrooms 
and  the  Marylebone  War  Hospital  supply  respec- 
tively 100  beds  ;  the  Suffolk  Branch  B.R.C.S.,  25 
beds  and  equipment ;  Lady  Mond,  14  beds  and 
equipment ;  Miss  Marguerite  Nielka,  19  beds ; 
Southwark  War  Hospital,  8  beds. 

We  greatly  hope  to  establish  several  standard 
Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  on  modern  lines,  also  one 
or  more  orphanages.  For  these  materials  of  all 
kinds  are  needed,  utensils,  cutlery,  linen. 

The  following  Trained  Nurses  have  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Serbian  Relief  Fund  between  October, 
1918,  and  the  present  time.  They  are  all  attached 
to  the  S.R.F.  Unit  No.  VI,  which  has  been  working 
for  the  Serbians  since  March,  191 6,  in  Corfu,  in 
Macedonia,  and  now  in  S&rbia. 

The  Unit  now  working  in  Skoplje  Nish,  Pro- 
kuplje,  and  Alexinatz  comprises  Misses  D.  AppUn, 
E.  Ardern,  Helena  Bird,  M.  Blaxall,  E.  Charter, 
G.  Chattin,  M.  Day  Metcalf,  G.  L.  Edman,  M. 
•  Gearey,  M.  A.  McElhone,  Hilda  Marston,  M. 
Martin,  J.  W.  Tompkins,  W.  L.  Yorkston,  and 
Miss  Frances  Latham,  Bristol  Infirmary  (as 
Matron  of  the  Perthshire  Unit). 

The  organisation  of  all  the  S.R.F.  work  is  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  F.  Clemow,  C.M.G.,  and  the  Matron- 
in-Chief  is  Miss  Faden  (Leeds  Gen.  Inf.). 


HOW    NURSES    ARE   CONFUSED. 


As  we  have  previously  reported,  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  issued"  a  writ  against  a  nurse 
for  having  stated  that  it,  and  not  the  Joint  War 
Committee,  has  subsidised  scholarships  for  V.A.D.s, 
and  we  ask  our  readers  how  nurses  are  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  activities  of  the  various 
charity  funds  for  nurses,  of  which  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  is  Chairman. 

A  reader  sends  us  the  following  letter,  which 
has  been  received  by  her,  and  asks  why  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  addresses  her  on  Joint  War  Committee 
stationery  from  83,  Pall  Mall,  "  when  he  is  begging 
for  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses,  as  a  private 
member  of  the  College  of  Nursing  "  !  She  asks 
how,  under  such  conditions,  confusion  is  to .  be 
avoided  ?  ;  and  adds  :  "I  consider  the  last 
paragraph  of  this  letter  entirely  inexcusable,  as 
Sir  Arthur  is  the  '  fount  of  all  honour  '  so  far  as 
Red  Cross  Workers  are  concerned." 


BRITISH  RED  CROSS 
SOCIETY. 

Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter, 
1906. 


THE  ORDER  OF  ST.  JOHN  OF 
I  JERUSALEM  IN  ENGLAND. 

Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter, 

I  1557  and  1888. 


JOINT    WAR    COMMITTEE. 

Chairman:    The    Hon.    Sir    Arthur    Stanley,    G.B.E., 

C.B.,  M.V.O.,  M.P. 
V  ice-Chair  ynan:     The     Right     Hon.     the     Earl     of 

Plymouth,  G.B.E. 

Chairman  of  Joint  Finance  Committee :  Sir  Robert  A. 

Hudson,  G.B.E. 


,,  Pall  Mall, 
London,  S.W.  i, 

February  ^th,  1919. 


lelephone   No. 

REGENT  6640  (14  lineO 

Telegraphic  Address 

•'Assistance,  Charles,  London." 

Please  address  replv  to 

The  Hon.  SirARTHURSTANLEY, 

Roo.n  68. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  writing  this  letter  to  you,  not 
officially  as  Chairman  of  the  Joint  War  Committee,  but 
as  a  private  member  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  to  ask 
you  to  put  certain  facts  before  your  Work  Party  in  the 
hope  that  you  and  they  will  see  your  way  to  help  us. 

The  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  has  been  established  in 
order  to  provide  for  two  objects  :  firstly,  the  endowment 
of  the  College  of  Nursing ;  and  secondly,  the  provision 
of  a  Fund  to  help  those  Nurses  who  are  sick,  or  past 
their  work,  or  who  have  fallen  upon  evil  days.  I  enclose 
a  leaflet  which  describes  in  somewhat  fuller  detail  the 
two  objects  of  the  Fund  which  I  have  mentioned  above. 

A  Sale  of  Work  is  to  be  held  in  aid  of  the  Fund  on  the 
nth  April  at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster.  At  this 
Sale  the  largest  Stall  is  to  be  held  by  the  Nurses  them- 
selves, and  at  this  Stall  all  manner  of  garments,  com- 
forts, useful  articles,  &c.,  are  to  be  sold.  I  am  writing 
now  to  ask  you  whether  you  and  your  Work  Party  will 
very  kindly  help  us  in  this  matter  by  sending  contribu- 
tions of  any  articles  that  you  may  happen  to  have  left 
over  when  you  demobilise,  or  any  articles  that  your 
Work  Party  may  be  kind  enough  to  make  specially  for 
the  Sale. 

I  understand  that  wool  and  flannel  are  supplied  to  you 
through  the  Stores  Department  here.  Articles  made  out 
of  material  so  supplied  cannot  be  given  for  this  Sale 
of  Work,   but  must  be  returned  to   the  Stores   Depart- 
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ment,  70A,  Perry  Place,  Oxford  Street,  W.   i,  after  the 
requirements  of  your  local  hospitals  have  been  met. 

I  believe  that  the  formal  demobilisation  of  your  Work 
Party  is  to  take  place  on  the  ist  FeBruary,  but  if  the 
Party  or  any  members  of  it  would  continue  their  good 
work  for  a  little  longer,  and  in  this  way  help  the  Nurses 
who  have  done  so  much  for  others,  and  who  have 
thought  so  little  about  themselves,  I  should  be  most 
deeply  grateful.  All  parcels  that  you  are  kind  enough 
to  send  should  be  addressed  to  Miss  May  Beeman, 
10,  West  Bolton  Gardens,  S.W,  5. 

I  should  like  to  repeat  what  I  said  at  the  beginning 
of  my  letter,  that  I  am  not  writing  this  in  any  official 
capacity  ;  I  hope,  as  Chairman  of  the  Joint  War  Com- 
mittee, to  have  an  opportunity,  at  some  date  in  the 
near  future,  of  conveying  to  you  and  your  Work  Party 
the  thanks  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the 
Order  of  St.  John  for  all  the  work  that  you  have  done 
during  the  past  years,  and  to  express  to  you  their  very 
high  appreciation  of  the  invaluable  services  that  you 
have  rendered  to  the  sick  and  wounded  men  of  His 
Majesty's  Forces. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Arthur  Stanley. 


The  Cremation  Service  was  held  at  GoWer's 
Green  on  Wednesday.  The  burial  service  is  to  be 
held  in  the  Hospital  Church,  St.  Philip's,  Stepney, 
at  II  a.m.  on  Saturday,  22nd  inst. 


THE  PASSING  BELL. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  last  there  passed  away 
Miss  Eva  E.  C.  Liickes,  who,  for  thirty- nine  years, 
has  held  the  position  of  Matron,  at  the  London 
Hospital,  Whitechapel,  E. 

Miss  Luckes  entered  Middlesex  Hospital  for 
training  upwards  of  forty  years  ago,  but  found  the 
work  as  a  regular  probationer  too  strenuous.  She 
then  entered  for  the  year's  training  given  at  West- 
minster Hospital,  and  for  three  months  was  Night 
Sister  at  the  London  Hospital,  proceeding  as  Lady 
Superintendent  for  a  short  period  to  the  Hospital 
for  Children  at  Pendlebury.  This  was  in  the  days 
of  pioneer  nursing,  and  a  controversy  with  the 
Medical  Staff  made  her  resignation  obligatory. 
After  a  short  period  of  work  at  the  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children,  Gieat  Ormond  Street,  Miss  Liickes 
was  appointed  Matron  of  the  London  Hospital  in 
1880,  upon  the  retirement  of  Miss  Swift. 

Miss  Luckes  was  a  woman  of  considerable 
individuality,  who  conducted  the  Nursing  Depart- 
ment at  the  London  in  her  own  way,  and  from 
a  financial  standpoint  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
charity,  and  it  was  no  doubt  due  to  her  foreign 
psychology,  that  her  autocratic  methods  did  not 
always  find  favour  with  her  British  subordinates. 
Miss  Luckes  was  a  consistent  opponent  of  the 
movement  for  the  organisation  of  trained  nursing 
by  the  State,  and  fought  strenuously  against  any 
form  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  and  the  pro- 
fessional evolution  which  she  realised  would 
result.  To  hold  office  for  close  on  forty  years  with 
absolute  power  is  granted  but  to  few  mortals. 
Miss  Luckes  was  favoured  in  this  respect,  and  has 
passed  away  full  of  years  and  honours. 

The  King  and  Queen  have  sent  the  following 
messag'e  to  Viscount  Knutsford,  chairman  of  the 
hospital  : — "  The  Queen  and  I  are  grieved  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  Miss  Luckes,  and  condole  with  you 
and  all  ©onnected  with  the  London  Hospital  in  the 
irreparable  loss  of  one  whose  life  has  been  devoted 
to  this  noble  and  unbounded  wor''  of  mercy." 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Cornelia  Hospital,  Poole. — Miss  M.  J.  Lambert 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  has  previously 
held  the  position  of  Opergi|j,ng  Sister  in  the  same 
institution.  -t 

Convalescent     Homes,     Perranporth,     Cornwall. — 

Miss  Edith  M.  Jordan  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Hospital,  where  she  held  the  positions  of  Ward, 
Theatre,  and  Night  Sister.  She  has  also  been 
Sister-in- Charge  and  Deputy-Matron  at  the 
Women's   Hospital,   Nottingham. 

Dlspensarv      and       Cottage       Hospital,     Ripin. — 

Miss  Amanda  Wake  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Clayton  Hospital,  Wake- 
field, and  has  since  held  a  position  of  responsibility 
at  the  General  Infirmary,  Harrogate. 

QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Annie  Holden  is  appointed  to  Sheffield, 
as    Assistant    Superintendent. 

Miss  Annie  M.  Breakell  is  appointed  to  Chester- 
field,  as  Senior  Nurse. 

Miss  Mabel  Byard  is  appointed  to  Reigate ; 
Miss  Martha  Reeve,  to  Reigate  ;  Miss  Ethel  Cole, 
to  Grantham  ;  Miss  Jean  B.  Macaulay,  to  Chelsea  ; 
Miss  Elsie  Sharman,  to  Kilburn  ;  and  Miss  Annie 
Willetts,    to    Chelsea. 


LORD   MAYOR'S   CHALLENGE. 


ST.  MARK'S    HOSPITAL. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  presiding  at  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  Governors  at  St.  Mark's 
Hospital,  City  Road,  on  Thursday,  February  13th, 
referring  to  the  ;^8oo  still  required  to  acquire  the 
vacant  building  site  adjoining  the  Hospital,  said 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  give  ;^5o  if  the  balance 
could  be  raised  by  March  13th. 

The  Report  showed  that  beside  the  ordinary 
patients  a  number  of  wounded  soldiers  had  been 
treated  during  the  past  year — many  of  them 
straight  from  France  with  most  shocking  injuries 
to  the  abdomen  which  had  necessitated  their  being 
kept  under  treatment  for  very  long  periods — some 
for  over  eight  months.  But  all  those  patients, 
except  one,  had  been  discharged  fit  for  duty.  The 
War  Office  was  very  pleased  with  the  results.  The 
Ministry  of  Pensions  was  arranging  to  send  other 
patients. 

During  the  year  1918  the  total  number  of  new 
out-patients  was  1,479.  The  number  of  in-patients 
admitted  during  the  same  period  was  705. 


128 


CTbe  36riti6b  3ournal  of  IRursinG.      February  22,  1919 


GENASPRIN. 


The  War  brought  home  to  us  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  medicinal  products  in  use  in  this 
country  were  produced  in  the  chemical  laboratories 
of  Germany.  The  well-known  firm  of  Genatosan, 
Ltd.  (British  Purchasers  of  the  Sanatogen  Co.), 
12,  Chenies  Street,  London,  W.C.i.,  of  which 
Viscountess  Rhondda  is  chairman,  which  has  so 
successfully  produced  for  our  use  Sanatogen, 
and  Formamint,  in  place  of  the  German  articles, 
has  now,  under  the  name  of  Genasprin,  placed 
upon  the  market  an  improved  form  of  Aspirin. 

An  important  excerpt  in  the  Lancet  says  of 
Genasprin  that  the  purity  of  acetyl-salicyhc 
acid  is  of  importance  if  its  dissolution  is  required 
to  be  deferred  until  the  drug  reaches  the  alkaline 
intestinal  juice.  It  shows  that  Genasprin  suc- 
cessfully passes  this  test,  and  states  that  the 
claim  is  substantiated  that  this  preparation  is  a 
particularly  pure  specimen  of  acetyl-salicylic 
acid. 


GRANNIE'S     BIRTHDAY. 

Grannie's  birthday  was  an  affair  of  some  import- 
ance, for  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  very  few  to  celebrate 
their  loist  anniversary.  So  it  was  decided  on  this 
unique  occasion  to  give  a  tea  party  in  which  the 
whole  ward  could  share. 

"  Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  provisions  " 
this  could  only  be  done  on  a  very  modest  scale. 
But  the  money  subscribed  for  the  purpose  was 
laid  out  to  the  very  best  advantage  by  the  nurses, 
and  the  resulting  purchases  made  a  quite  imposing 
show  on  the  pretty  paper  d'oyleys  which  taste- 
fully surrounded  them. 

Naturally,  Grannie's  tastes  were  consulted,  and 
Sister  being  in  her  confidence  suggested  peppermint 
"  humbugs  "  and  black  grapes.  Granny  sat  erect 
in  her  bed  arrayed  in  her  scarlet  jacket,  her  dear 
old  face  surrounded  by  the  cosiest  little  white 
flannel  cap  imaginable,  finished  off  with  pretty 
white  ribbons  tied  under  her  chin. 

Early  in  the  day  a  paper  bag  was  insinuated 
into  her  hand,  and  though  it  was  almost  a  hopeless 
task  to  try  to  make  her  hear  the  congratulations 
that  accompanied  it,  she  was  fully  alive  to  the 
nature  of  its  contents. 

"  Be  they  humbugs  ?  "  she  enquired  in  a  voice 
that  has  reverted  to  the  pipe  of  a  little  child. 

Well,  they  were  the  nearest  thing  procurable  in 
these  difficult  times,  and  the  old  lady  proceeded  at 
once  to  sample  them,  nodding  her  head  as  she  did 
so  in  a  satisfied  manner.  She  had  no  intention 
either  of  parting  from  the  bulk. 

"  Put  'em  under  my  pillow,"  she  commanded, 
and  her  wrinkled  old  hand  stole  up  to  assure 
herself  they  were  in  a  place  of  safety. 

The  cakes  and  oranges  were  distributed  to  the 
sweet  strains  of  the  gramophone,  which  was  placed 
on  grannie's  locker,  in  the  hope  that  she  riiight 
catch  some  of  its  inspiring  sounds.  Of  course, 
her  own  friends  had  been  invited  to  keep  this 
festival  with  her. 


The  party  was  voted  a  great  success  by  the 
other  patients  in  the  ward,  who  were  all  promised 
a  similar  festivity  when  they  attained  the  same 
age.  Grannie  90  bore  the  unpleasant  experience 
of  having  her  nose  put  out  of  joint  with  self- 
restraint,  and  enjoyed  the  cakes  without  any 
trace  of  jealousy. 

Owing  to  Sister's  thoughtfulness  the  sugar  basin 
was  handed  round  and  everybody  helped  them- 
selves. She  said  she  thought  the  party  enjoyed 
this  as  much  as  anjrthing.  "  The  Httle  more,  how 
much  it  is  ?  " 

How  good  it  would  be  if  more  birthday  parties 
could  be  given  in  Infirmary  wards,  where  so  Httle 
gives  so  much  pleasure,  and  where  so  many  of  their 
inhabitants  spend  so  many  of  their  birthdays. 
What  offers  ?  H.   H. 

BOOK    OF   THE   WEEK. 


"CAMILLA/* 

A  new  book  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Robins  is  an  event 
her  admirers  have  awaited  with  impatience.  Now 
we  have  it  in  our  hands,  all  fresh  and  new  from 
the  publisher,  a  volume  of  some  bulk.  But  alas  ! 
instead  of  the  treat  that  we  had  promised  ourselves, 
we  find  ourselves  profoundly  disappointed,  and 
wondering  if  indeed  it  can  be  the  gifted  authoress 
of  the  "  Magnetic  North  "  who  has  penned 
"Camilla." 

Camilla  is  an  American  dirorcee.  Her  share  in 
the  affair  had  been  entirely  free  from  blame. 
While  travelling  on  the  Continent  (which  she  was 
able  to  do  in  perfect  comfort,  not  to  say  luxury, 
her  late  husband  being  a  millionaire)  she  came 
across  the  family  of  Nuncarrow.  Michael  Nun- 
carrow  fell  in  love  with  her  without  any  more  ado. 
The  introduction  of  Camilla  to  the  family  circle  in 
their  ancient  home  at  Nuncarrow  is  the  best  piece 
of  writing  in  the  book. 

"  Mrs.  Nuncarrow  looked  at  Camilla  with 
Michael's  eyes  and  brows,  but  she  spoke  with  a 
different  mouth.  The  lower  part  of  the  long  face 
was  rough  hewn,  the  chin  heavy,  the  unmodelled 
lips  more  than  a  little  grim. 

"  Are  you  cold?  " 

Camilla  said  she  wasn't  cold;  but  she  made  no 
effort  to  disguise  the  fact  that  she  was  chilled. 

A  sound  of  suppressed  laughter  came  from 
Tony's  end  of  the  table.  In  their  soft  voices  the 
young  people  continued  some  interruptedi  argu- 
ment. It  was  as  if  even  they  were  conscious  of 
having  their  part  in  convieying  to  the  stranger 
"  We  do  not  make  the  smallest  difference  In 
our  ways  because  of  you.  Whoever  you  may  be, 
we  shall  not  by  any  means  forget  that  Tony  is 
telling  something  that  may  be  Greek  to  you,  but  is 
intensely  diverting  to  us. 

Later  Camilla  found  herself  mounting  the  stair- 
case with  old  Mrs.  Nuncarrow.  No  pretence  of 
conversation.     No  word  till  she  paused  at  the  door 

*  By  Elizabeth  Robins.  London  :  Hodder  & 
Stoughton. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Five!'  •  ^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*  ***>l'  •  branch  is  under  the  charge  of  a  fully 
qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

C^_  Jj  •  ^^^    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OwCOilQ  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are   permitted, 

'T'Li*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
^  nil  U  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

F/\ll*»|-Vfc  •    ^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 

*  vlUrill  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  r  - -,  Head  Office :  STATION  ST , 

Managing  Director.  ^Li.£eil^ifi.i.°j^  NOTTINGHAM. 
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l6{  Camilla's  bedroom.  Camilla  drew  up  an  easy 
chair,  but  Mrs.  Nuncarrow,  though  she  had  set 
down  the  candle,  just  stood  there. 

The  old  e3'es  found  Camilla's  face  and  rested 
there.    "  How  long  has  your  husband  been  diead?  " 

"  He  is  not  dead." 

"  We  understood  you  were  a  widow." 

In  time  the  old  lady  appeared  to  digest  this 
shock,  and  arrangements  were  put*in  train  for  the 
marriage  of  Camilla  and  Michael,  but  the  next 
shock  came  to  Camilla  when  she  discovered  that 
she  would  not  be  able  to  be  married  in  the  pic- 
•  turesque  old  church  by  cousin  Charles,  but  that  the 
ceremony  would  have  to  be  performed  in  a  registry 
office. 

In  the  whole  of  this  closely  written  volume  there 
are  very  few  passages  that  can  be  called'  arresting, 
and,  indeed,  there  are  pages  which  are  devoted  to 
trivial  dialogue  which  leads  nowhere. 

Camilla  is  divided  between  her  attraction  for 
Michael  and  her  hankering  after  her  former  hus- 
band. She  flies  from  Michael  on  the  eve  of  her 
marriage  and  seeks  out  Leroy. 

The  story  ends-  in  the  greatest  matrimonial 
tangle  that  is  possible,  but  we  suppose  that  the 
long-suffering  Michael  will  eventually  reap  the 
reward  of  his  fidelity.  H.  H. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 

Our  great  political  leader,  Mrs.  Fawcett,  is  in 
Paris  looking  after  women's  interests.  Last 
Sunday  M.  Clemenceau  received  a  deputation  of 
women  suffragists  from  the  Allied  countries,  headed 
by  Madame  De  Witt  Schlumberger  and  Mrs. 
Fawcett,  Presidents  of  the  French  and  British 
Women's  Suffrage  Societies. 

M.  Clemenceau  said,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  it 
was  impossible  not  to  grant  women  the  same 
rights  as  men.  So  far  as  France  was  concerned, 
women  would  at  once  be  granted  the  municipal 
sufirage. 

As  regards  the  representation  of  women's 
interests  at  the  Peace  Conference,  M.  Clemenceau 
promised  the  deputation  that  he  would  personally 
present  a  proposal  to  enable  women  representatives 
of  the  Allied  nations  to  attend  the  Commissions 
of  the  Peace  Conference,  which  might  include  in 
their  agenda  important  international  questions 
concerning  the  interests  of  women  and  children. 

This  is  good.  Better,  of  course,  it  would  have 
been  to  include  women  in  the  official  Peace 
Conference  delegations.     . 


COMING    EVENTS. 

February  21st. — Royal  Colonial  Institute.  To 
meet  the  Matrons-in- Chief  from  Overseas.  Tea. 
4  p.m. 

February  25th. — ^Central  Council  for  District 
Nursing  in  London.  Annual  Meeting  of  Council, 
Conference  Hall,  Local  Government  Board  Offices, 
Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

February  2gih.  — Scottish  Nurses'  Club  :  Post- 
Graduate  Lecture,  "  The  Eye,"  by  Dr.  Marion 
Gilchrist.     205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.     7.30  p.m. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    NURSES'    INTERESTS    BETRAYED. 

Dear  Madam, — ^I  have  just  read  Miss  Hawkins' 
letter  commenting  on  Miss  Musson's  admission  as 
to  Supplemental  Registers  from  the  platform  of 
the  College  meeting  on  the  23rd  ult.  I  ^wondered 
at  the  meeting  what  effect  her  statement  would 
have  on  the  Midland  nurses  who  have  trusted  her 
and  followed  her  blindly  into  the  College  Company, 
few  having  read,  and  fewer  having  heard,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Company. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  said  at  the  meeting,  "  She  for 
one  was  willing  to  trust  her  fellow-nurses,"  rather 
suggesting  that  we  independent  members  of 
Nurses'  Societies  are  suspicious,  and  very  good 
cause  we  have  to  be  so.  We  realise  nurses  are  not 
business-like,  nor  have  they  time  to  grasp  legal 
terms,  and  "  once  bitten  twice  shy."  Apparently 
both  these  ladies  have  failed  to  look  after  our 
interests,  so  far  as  either  the  Constitution  of  the 
College,  or  the  provisions  of  its  Bill,  are  concerned. 

Miss  Musson  has  posed  as  the  nurse's  friend. 
Birmingham  nurses  believe  she  has  their  interests 
at  heart ;  yet  this  leader  avows  that  she  dis- 
approves of  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  College 
Bill  (Supplemental  Registers),  but  has  to  ask 
permission  from  the  chairman  to  say  so  !  Are  we, 
or  are  we  not,  right  in  stating  this  College  is  an 
autocratic  association  of  employers  ?  If  the 
Matrons  on  the  Council  are  already  gagged,  what 
a  poor  lookout  for  ordinary  members. 

I  was  surprised  Miss  Musson  would  have  a  hand 
in  any  deal  she  realised  was  contrary  to  the  beft 
interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession,  but  aghast  that 
she  should  descend  to  ask  permission  to  state  her 
convictions. 

Sir  Cooper  Perry,  commenting  on  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill,  pointed  out,  among  other  things, 
that,  on  the  Council,  four  out  of  eight  English 
direct  Nurse  representatives  must  be  Matrons. 
I  was  prevented  from  replying  "  that  it  was  well 
to  limit  their  number"  considering  that  the  nomi- 
nated College  Council  consisted  entirely  of  Matrons, 
so  far  as  nursing  was  concerned,  although  this  was 
not  the  inference  he  intended  to  be  drawn. 

The  College  Bill  provides  no  limitations  nor 
definitions,  all  the  nurses  might  be  Matrons  and 
predominate,  as  they  do  on  the  present  College 
Council.  Of  course,  they  might  be  nurses  in  the 
usual  sense  of  the  word,  but  very  unlikely  as  things 
are  engineered  at  present.  It  is  an  open  secret 
that  at  the  first  election  some  hospital  Matrons  cir- 
cularised their  past  and  present  nurses,  suggesting 
the  names  of  the  candidates  for  whom  they  should 
vote,  and  that  the  nominated  clique  were,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  re-elected,  and  not  one  indepen- 
dent huise  returned  as  a  member  of  the  Council  ! 
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How  about  Pocket  Boroughs  and  the  sanctity  of 
the  ballot  !  U 

We  nurses  all  know  that  a  Matron  who  does  not 
see  eye  to  eye  with  her  Committee  does  not  long 
retain  her  post ;  therein  lies  the  secret  of  the 
presence  of  many  of  the  Matrons  as  members  of 
the  College  of  Nursing  Company,  and  that  is  the 
reason  many  independent  nurses  realise  that  the 
status  of  the  profession  is  not  safe  in  their  hands. 
How  many  Matrons  of  the  most  important  and 
lucrative  positions  in  the  Nursing  world  are  going 
to  stand  out  against  expediency  when  advocated 
by  their  Committees  ?  Echo  answers,  "  How 
many  ?  "  Presumably  the  whole  contingent  of 
22  have  given  us  away  on  the  vital  question  of 
Supplemental  Registers,  and  other  dangerous 
items  of  legislation.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  B.  N.  Paterson 
(Late  Sister  of  Guy's  Hospital). 

HOW     NURSES    ARE    CONFUSED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  see  from  your  paper,  which 
I  now  take  regularly,  that  one  of  the  nurses  has 
got  into  trouble  with  the  College.  I  am  afraid 
many  of  us  and  the  public  are  very  puzzled 
over  the  multitudinous  schemes  and  funds  of  the 
College  and  the  Red  Cross  Society.  I  heard  from 
a  commandant  lately  that  the  organiser  of  the 
Nurses'  Fund  "  Victory  "  Ball,  in  London,  has 
asked  for  surplus  money  subscribed  for  her 
hospital  when  it  closes  ;  she  very  wisely  decided 
that  the  local  surplus  money  should  be  spent  on 
local  nursing  objects.  I  hear  that  Red  Cross 
working  parties  are  asked  to  give  surplus  garments 
to  a  sale  for  the  Nurses'  Fund  ;  and  I  saw  the 
Red  Cross — a  symbol  our  soldiers  held  sacred 
throughout  the  war — used  to  advertise  the 
"  Victory  "  Ball,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Red  Cross.  If  Sir  A.  Stanley  (Chairman  of 
the  Red  Cross  Society  and  Guardian  of  the 
Sanctity  of  the  Emblem)  can  allow  such  laxity — 
a  mild  term — he  and  his  Company  need  not 
shoulder  legal  cudgels,  if  the  nurses  are  misled 
by  their  actions.  Again,  I  have  just  received  a 
copy  of  the  Registration  of  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses,  under  the  Charity  Act,  "  To  provide 
Endowment  and  Benevolent  Funds  for  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd."  Yet  Sir  A.  Stanley  states 
the  Benevolent  Fund  is  for  all  nurses.  The  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  College  are  more  difficult  to 
master  than  the  English  grammar,  with  its  fifty 
rules  and  130  exceptions  ;  and  I  fear  the  whole  is 
so  arranged  to  subjugate  and  catch  nurses.  I  am 
a  canny  Scot,  who  still  has  her  guinea  ready  to 
go  towards  the  State  Register.       A  Canny  Scot. 

FAITHFUL  PIONEERS. 

To'the  Editor  oj  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — I  must  express  my  delight 
upon  reading  that  you  have  been  elected  on  to 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Watching  Council.  It  is  good  to  know 
that  the  inauguration  of  a  Ministry  which  is 
bound   to   control   the   most   important  Nursing 


Service  in  the  near  future,  will  be  watched  by 
faithful    pioneers    of    nursing    reform. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Theresa  McGrath. 
45,   Lloyd  Street  South, 
Moss  Side,  Manchester. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Country  Matron  :  "  I  joined  the  College  because 
other  nurses  in  this  district  have  done  so  ;  but 
have  little  time  to  look  into  things.  I  thought 
as  so  many  London  Hospital  Matrons  were  on  the 
Council  they  would  see  to  things  being  right ; 
but  I  am  very  disturbed  about  these  Supplemental 
Registers.  I  agree  with  you  that  these  registers 
will  confuse  the  public  mind,  and  do  away  with 
any  use  of  a  General  Register  for  thoroughly 
trained  nurses." 

[We  advise  our  correspondent  to  send  her 
protest  to  the  Council  of  the  College,  and  if  this 
breach  of  faith  with  general  trained  nurses  is 
persisted  in,  by  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  and  his  unwise 
advisers,  to  resign  membership  of  the  College, 
and  give  support  to  the  Central  Committee's  Bill, 
which  stands  for  the  one  portal  after  a  uniform 
examination . — Ed  .] 

"  An  Irish  Nurse"  writes  :  "  We  have  to  thank 
the  amateur  wax  nurses  for  one  thing — ^they  and 
their  friends  have  reaHsed  that  nursing  is  not 
merely  a  question  of  looking  fascinating  in  uniform, 
smoothing  the  fevered  brow,  and  smiling  sweetly, 
but  that  it  is  the  most  laborious,  exacting  calling 
both  physica^y  and  mentaUy  a  woman  can  under- 
take. Poor  pay  and  food  ajid  long  hours  soon 
wipe  off  that  smile.  How  we  mere  "  working 
nurses"  have  stood  it  aU  these  years  <jod  knows, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  hospital  officials  who 
are  mainly  responsible  for  this  overwork,  are  not 
going  to  be  given  power  through  a  Registration 
Bill  to  continue  their  imrestricted  authority 
over  us." 

"  E.  E.  p."  writes  : — "  I  have  often  wondered 
in  hospital  why  '  washing  up  '  is  not  taught  and 
supervised  :  one  sees  such  horrors  committed 
with  dirty  water  and  dirty  towels.  I  have 
shown  many  maids  how  to  cleanse  crockery  and 
silver  before  washing,  like  we  do  the  surgical 
instruments,  but  I  generally  get  called  '  faddy.' 
I  have  only  met  one  ward-maid  who  washed  up 
properly,  and  rinsed  her  cloths  after,  ready  for 
next  time.  I  have  seen  even  in  isolation  work, 
unspeakable  water  used,  and  it  is  quite  inexcusable 
in  hospita's  where  there  is  always  plenty  of  water. 
No  wonder  diseases  are  not  stamped  out ;  people 
in  these  days  will  not  take  the  extra  trouble  to 
do  things  properly." 

OUR   PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

Questions 

February  22nd.  —Give  your  most  interesting 
experiences  on  active  service. 

March  ist  — -Have  you  ever  seen  a  ghost  ?  If 
so,  give  your  experience  accurately,  or  repeat  the 
experience  of  others  upon  whose  accuracy  you 
can  rely. 
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The   Midwife 


THE  ROYAL  MATERNITY  CHARITY  OF 
LONDON. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Maternity 
Charity  of  London  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
February  12,  in  the  new  offices  of  the  Charity, 
38,  John  Street,  W.C.  i.  Mr.  Inigo  Tasker 
occupied  the  chair.  The  report  was  presented 
by  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  Elliott,  who  has  succeeded 
Major  Killiclc  in  this  office. 

The  Charity  is  now  no  longer  a  training  school 
for  midwives,  but  its  trained  midwives  are  doing 
good  work,  as  the  statistical  report  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1918,  to  the 
Medical  Committee,  shows.  The  cases  attended 
were  369,  and  382  infants  were  born,  of  whom 
213  were  males,  169  females  ;  12  were  cases  of 
twins  and  there  was  one  ca  e  of  triplets.  The 
ages  of  the  [mothers  varied  from  19  to  49. 
There  were  no  maternal  deaths  ;  6  infants  died, 
and  there  were  19  still-births.  •  Medical  help  was 
sent  for  in  7.59  of  the  cases.  The  cost  per  patient 
was  ;^3  17s.  8^d. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  the  162nd  Annual 
Report  of  the  General  Committee  that  in  view 
of  the  extra  cost  of  living  the  Committee  have 
resolved  that  a  war  bonus  of  four  shillings  per 
child  should  be  granted  to  the  midwives.  No' one 
feels  more  the  increa:ed  expense  of  living  than 
midwives  and  district  nurses,  and  the  strain 
of  the  extra  work  which  devolves  upon  them 
just  now  makes  it  incumbent  that  they  should 
keep  fit  if  they  are  not  to  break  down.  Their 
pay  should  therefore  enable  these  indispensable 
public  health  workers  to  live  in  comfort. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Charity  has 
attended  1,320  wives  of  sailors  and  soldiers. 

We  congratulate  the  Committee  on  the  new 
offices,  very  centrally  situated  at  the  corner  of 
John  Street  and  Theobald's  Road.  Tbey  are  on 
the  first  floor,  and  though  in  the  heart  of  the 
Metropolis  have  a  most  pleasant  outlook  over 
Gray's  Inn  Gardens.  We  hope  that  the  move, 
and  the  reductions  which  have  been  made  in 
expenditure,  will  inaugurate  an  era  of  financial 
prosperity,  and  that  the  hampering  loan  and 
overdraft  of  over  ;^5,ooo  will  be  wiped  out. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  a  woman  secretary  in 
charge  of  this  essentially  woman's  work. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  decided  that 
in  order  to  qualify  for  a  grant  under  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918,  "  the  maternity 
nursing  should  be  undertaken  by  a  woman  with 
the  certificate  of  the  C.M.B.  ;  failing  this  qualifica- 
tion the  Board  should  be  furnished  with  evidence  of 
her  competency  if  a  grant  is  claimed." 


"  A  great  many  babies  are  being  thrown  away 
just  now,"  said  Mr.  R.  Kemp,  coroner,  at  an 
inquest  at  Ealing  on  a  newly  born  child  found 
on  allotments. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

The  examination  of  the  Central  MidwiveS 
Board,  held  on  January  27th  in  Edinburgh. 
Glasgow,  and  Dundee,  has  concluded  with  the 
following  results  : — • 

LIST  OF  SUCCESSFUL  CANDIDATES. 

Edinburgh. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Beldon,  Mrs.  Jane  Dowie,  Miss 
Mary  J.  Hay  ton,  Mrs.  Janet  Hornsby,  Miss 
Margaret  H.  Lawson,  Mrs.  Helen  P.  Lynch, 
Miss  Isabella  L.  Mcintosh,  Miss  Ehzabeth  B. 
Nicoll,  Miss  Violet  E.  Nurse,  Mrs.  Margaret  C. 
F.  Robertson,  Miss  Mary  B.  Syme,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Tague,  Miss  Catherine  Wilson,  Mrs.  Jane  Young. 

Glasgow. 

Miss  Nelina  Aird,  Miss  Margaret  I.  Allan,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Bates,  Miss  Catherine  K  Black,  Miss 
Ann  M.  Cameron,  Mrs.  Flora  Gumming,  Miss 
Christina  C.  Dickie,  Miss  Jane  Donald,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Duncan,  Mrs.  Christina  C.  Finlay, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Foley,  Miss  Agnes  R.  Hall,  Miss 
Mildred  B.  Jack,  Mrs.  Catherine  Johnstone, 
Miss  Mary  G.  Johnstone,  Miss  Elizabeth  W. 
McDonald,  Miss  Maggie  A.  Macdonald,  Miss 
Johanna  McLure,  Miss  Madeline  M.  Macpherson, 
Miss  Anne  Martin,  Miss  Grace  Menzies,  Miss 
Dinah  Moreland,  Miss  Joanna  Munro,  Miss  Helen 
J.  Neish,  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Poole,  Miss  Christina 
Ramsay,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Richmond,  Miss  Muriel 
F.  Roy,  Miss  Agnes  S.  Strang,  Miss  Mary  C. 
Walker,  Miss  Frances  M.  Wildish. 
Dundee. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Douglas,  Miss  Annie  Garden, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Gibson,  Mrs.  Jessie  Howe,  Mrs. 
Anna  Manning. 

EXAMINATION     PAPER. 

The  following  is  the  examination  paper  set  at 
the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  Scotland  on  January  27th  : — 

1.  What  are  the  symptoms  and  signs  of  preg- 
nancy at  the  end  of  the  sixth  month  ? 

2.  What  do  you  understand  by  accidental 
haemorrhage,  and  state  the  varieties,  dangers, 
and  diagnosis  ?  What  treatment  would  you 
carry  out,  awaiting  the  doctor's  arrival  ? 

3.  Give  the  causes,  risks,  and  management 
in  a  labour  complicated  by  prolapse  of  the  cord. 

4.  Define  a  "  pendulous  abdomen."  State  how 
it  aft'ects  labour,  and  how  you  treat  such  a  case. 

5.  The  Umbilical  Cord  :  {a)  When  and  where 
do  you  tie  and  cut  it  ?  [b)  How  do  you  treat 
it  if  it  bleeds  after  tying  ?  (c)  If  bleeding  begins 
after  it  has  dropped  off,  what  should  you  do  ? 

6.  What  are  a  midwife's  duties  to  the  child 
according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  ? 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE     CENTRAL    COUNCIL     FOR     DISTRICT 
NURSING     IN     LONDON. 

The  Central  Council  for  District  Nursing- 
in  London,  the  objects  of  which  are  to  systema- 
tize the  arrangements  for  District  Nursing 
throughout  the  County  of  London,  and  to  pro^ 
mote  the  adequacy  and  efficiency  of  such 
nursing,  held  its  annual  meeting",  on 
February  25th,  in  the  Conference  Hall  at  the 
Offices  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  S.W. 
Sir  William  J.  Collins,  M.D.,  K.C.V.O., 
presided. 

The  adoption  of  the  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  was  moved  by  its  Chairman,  Sir 
Arthur  Downes,  and  the  Executive  submitted 
the  draft  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1918,  which 
was  approved,   and  its  publication  authorized. 

The  activities  of  the  Council  have  included 
the  publication  of  the  Directory  of  District 
Nursing  and  Streets  List  for  London,  and 
the  further  organization  of  the  movement  for 
systematic  district  nursing  in  cases  of  measles, 
throug-h  the  utilization  by  the  Boroug^h  Coun- 
cils of  the  services  of  District  Nursing 
Associations. 

We  reported,  at  the  time, .  the  results  of  a 
.Conference  convened  in  London,  arranged  by 
the  Council,  with  special  reference  as  to  the 
position  of  District  Nursing-  Associations  in 
relation  to  Maternity  Nursing.  The  main 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  org-anization  of 
Maternity  Nursing  through  the  District 
Nursing  Associations  is  want  of  money,  but 
the  Trustees  of  the  Ix>ndon  Parochial  Charities 
have  recently  g^iven  ;^5oo  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  Executive  Committee  were  on  Tuesday 
instructed  to  take  steps  by  way  of  public 
appeal,   or  otherwise,   to  obtain  financial  sup- 


port for  the  further  extension  of  maternity 
nursing  and  other  district- nursing-  services,  by 
the  voluntary  associations  of  London. 

The  point  of  special  interest  to  district 
nurses  was  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr. 
David  Pennant,  embodying  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  that  the  salaries  of  district  nurses 
should  be  increased.  The  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  the  Executive  instructed  to  take 
action  thereon. 

Mr.  Pennant  said  they  would  have  to  j>ay 
the  district  nurse  an  initial  salary  of  ;^5o 
a  year  to  put  her  in  the  financial  position 
she  was  in  before  the  war.  But  that 
was  not  all.  He  compared  the  salaries  of 
Queen's  Nurses  with  a  three  years'  certificate, 
six  months*  special  district  training,  and  four 
months'  midwifery,  with  those  of  Health 
Visitors,  with  no  standardized  qualifications, 
to  the  disadvantag-e  of  the  hig^hly  skilled 
Queen's  Nurse.  The  nurse  who  became  a 
Health  Visitor  had,  he  said,  less  work  and 
more  pay. 

He  next  compared  the  position  of  the 
Queen's  Nurse  with  that  of  a  Village  Nurse, 
with  a  year's  inclusive  training  in  midwifery 
and  nursing,  and  said  the  salary  of  the  latter 
pushed  hard  on  that  of  the  Queen's  Nurse. 

The  reason  was  that  the  State  paid  entirely 
for  the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  the  other  case 
the  State  paid  largely  for  the  trainings,  and 
part  of  the  salary  of  the  Village  Nurse.  There 
was  dang-er  of  the  depletion  of  the  ranks  of 
highly  trained  district  nurses. 

This  is  a  result  we  have  always  foreseen, 
but  the  efficient  nursing  care  of  the  sick  is 
the  concern  of  the  State,  and  if  private 
philanthropy  does  not  provide  for  the  highly 
skilkd  worker  a  salary,  and  environment 
which  attract  the  right  type  of  woman,  then 
the  State  must  intervene  and  do  so. 
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THE   OVERSTRAIN   OF  NURSES. 


It  is  now  upwards  of  six  years  ago  (how  time 
flies  !)  since,  at  the  Great  International  Council  of 
Nurses'  Conference,  held  at  Cologne  in  1912,  Dr. 
H.  Hecker,  of  Strasburg,  gave  his  wonderful  Paper 
on   "  The   Overstrain   of   Nurses,"    in   which   he 
showed  the  callous  cruelty  of  the  treatment  of 
Nurses   in   Germany,    and   incidentally,    in   com- 
paring their  condition  with  those  of  the  nurses  of 
America  and  the  United  Kingdom,  failed  to  realise, 
that  we  in  Britain,  were  far  behind  the  United 
States  in  nursing  education  and  economic  con- 
ditions, and  that  we  also  suffered  from  conditions 
C9nducive  to  overstrain.     This  being  so,   it  has 
taken  the  experience  of  the  Great  War  to  bring 
home  to  our  employers  that  conditions  for  nurses 
in  this  country  must  be  improved,  or  the  necessary 
supply  will  fall  far  short  of  the  demand,  and  we 
welcome  the  action  upon  the  part  of  the  National 
Council  of  Women  in  setting  up  a  representative 
Committee  to  inquire   into  the  "Working  Hours 
and  Salaries  of  Trained  Nurses."     The  question  is 
to  be  approached  from  a  neutral  standpoint— ^but 
when  reliable  evidence  is  before  the  Committee,  we 
hope  it  will  make  an  effective  report,  and  suggest 
feasible  reforms. 

For  years  before  the  war,  the  hospitals  had  been 
trying  all  they  knew  (in  ignorance  no  doubt)  to  kill 
that  goose  which  laid  the  golden  egg  containing 
first-class  nursing  material,  and  although  it  is  not 
quite  non  compos,  the  egg  is  considerably  addled  ! 

To  return  to  Dr.  Hecker.  So  greatly  was  his 
sympathetic  and  scholarly  Paper  appreciated  that 
it  was  translated  by  Gain  Praetorius  and  Anita 
Becker,  and  published  in  English  by  the  Inter- 
national Council. 

It  would  appear  worthy  of  careful  study  by  those 
who  are  to  work  on  the  National  Council  of  Women 
Committee,  and  may  be  obtained  cost  free  from 
the  office  of  the  International  Council,  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  by  post  for  i|d.  stamp. 

THE    OVERSTRAIN     OF     NURSES. 

"  What  a  sum  of  bodily  and  mental  suffering,  of 
distress  and  renunciation,  of  unfulfilled  aspirations 
and  broken-down  existences,"  exclaims  Dr. 
Hecker,  "  is  contained  in  those  few  words  !  " 

' '  Overstrain  is  a  most  important,  if  not  the  most 
important,  question  of  the  present  day  in  regard  to 
the  weal  and  woe  of  nurses." 


The  Opinion  of  Science. 

"  In  turning  our  attention  to  our  special  subject 
it  might  be  advisable  to  make  sure  of  the  opinion 
of  science — in  this  case,  of  physiology.  We  cannot 
do  better  than  follow  in  its  essential  points  the 
most  trustworthy  and  interesting  treatise  by 
Regierungs  and  Geheimer  Medizinalrat  Doctor 
Roth  in  Potsdam  :  '  On  the  Physiology  and 
Pathology  of  Work,  with  special  regard  to  the 
questian  of  Overstrain.'  Hygienists,  historians, 
and   political   economists   agree   that   though   in 


many  cases  the  working  hours  have  been  shortened, 
an  increase  of  nervous  tension,  of  a  certain  height- 
ened excitability,  is  -characteristic  of  our  day. 
Free  competition,  with  its  necessary  accompani- 
ment of  haste  and  speed,  disgust  and  irritability, 
the  rapid  shifting  of  emotions,  together  with  the 
spread  of  education,  resulting  in  superficiality, 
have  produced  a  state  of  increased  nervous  tension 
which  is  steadily  becoming  a  national  feature. 
Fatigue  is  the  natural  result  of  accomplished 
bodiiy  or  mental  work.  '  Over-fatigue  '  is  the 
result  of  fatigue  which  has  not  been  readjusted 
within  the  normal.  Fatigue  is  physiological  ; 
over-fatigue  is  pathological. 

The  Result  of  Fatigue. 

The  result  of  fatigue,  especially  of  the  neurone, 
of  the  nerves  in  their  entirety,  is  a  lowering  of 
the  limit  of  irritability  [Reizschivelle],  which,  by 
gradual  recuperation  again  returns  to  the  normal. 
The  more  fatigue  becomes  over-fatigue,  the  deeper 
sinks  the  limit  of  irritability,  and  the  longer  lasts 
the  return   to  the  normal,   the  result  being  the 
development    of    so-called   '  irritable   weakness.' 
In  consequence  of  bodily  effort,  specific  substances 
are  formed  in  the  muscles.     If  these  substances 
resulting  from  fatigue  are   injected   into  a  non- 
fatigued  muscle,  the  latter,  without  having  per- 
formed any  labour,  immediately  loses  its  efficiency. 
Parallel  with  the  formation  of  substances  resulting 
from  fatigue  is  the  consumption  of  bodily  tissues, 
especially  in  the  working  muscles    and    fat,  and 
this    consumption    (dissimilation    or   disunion)    is 
greater  than  the  building  up  (assimilation,  restitu- 
tion).    This  process  has  been  called    exhaustion, 
in    contradistinction    to    fatigue,    which    simply 
means  the  formation  of  substances  resulting  from 
fatigue.  From  this  consumption  of  bodily  substance 
which  accompanies  bodily  work,  it  is  clear  that, 
in    spite    of    the    restoration    of    the    repeatedly 
irritated   muscle   by   the   removal   of   substances 
resulting  from  fatigue,  nevertheless  its  efficiency 
is  gradually  lessened,  and  is  finally  lost.     From 
the    physiological    point    of    view    the    following 
symptoms   of    fatigue   are   the   most   important, 
quickened   and   deeper   breathing,    quickening  of 
the  pulse,  further  rise  of  bodily  temperature,  and 
decrease  of  working  power.     Shortness  of  breath, 
showing  itself  as  the  result  of  severe  bodily  work, 
is  not  due  to  a  change  in  the  alternation  of  gases 
[Gaswechsel) .     On  the  contrary,  in  this  case  it  is 
due    to   the    specifically    irritating    effect    of    the 
substances  due  to  fatigue  on  the  circulating  and 
breathing    centres.     Several    investigators    have 
succeeded   in   gaining   a   toxin   from   the   muscle 
juice   of  fatigued   guinea-pigs,   and,   by  repeated 
intravenous  injections  of  this  toxin,  in  preparing 
a  specific  antitoxin  with  which  active  and  passive 
experiments  of  rendering  immune  could  be  made. 
Just  as  mental  work  depreciates  the  power  of 
manual  work,  all  manual  work,  when  exceeding  a 
certain  limit,  renders  one  also  incapable  of  mental 
work.     This  is  shown  in  the  perception  by  the 
senses    becoming    slower    and    less    exact.     The 
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sensibility  is  lowered,  and  consequently  the  power 
of  distinguishing  every  kind  of  perception  (acous- 
tic, optical,  tactual,  &c.,  impressions)  becomes 
uncertain  and  defective.  The  sense  of  perception 
decreases.  All  fatigue  shows  itself  locally  in  the 
first  place,  and  generally  later  on  ;  locally  not 
only  and  not  principally  in  those  muscles  which 
are  chiefly  taxed,  but  especially  in  the  auxiliary 
muscles  exerted  during  work,  which  proves  the 
fact  that  static  work  (standing)  is  more  fatiguing 
than  dynamic  (the  work  itself).  If  the  distur- 
bances of  the  automatic  regulation  are  not  read- 
justed by  rest  and  nourishment,  acute  or  chronic 
inflammatory  processes  may  occur  in  those  organs 
which  are  principally  exerted.  As  a  result  of 
overstrain  we  see  acute  inflammation  develop 
in  single  muscles,  sinews,  and  joints  ;  for  example, 
in  the  tendinous  ligaments  of  the  leg  after  a 
strenuous  march.  We  may  also  mention  the 
symptoms  of  over-fatigue  which  find  their  expres- 
sion in  an  over-irritation  of  certain  sensory 
nerves,  especially  of  sight  and  hearing.  In  other 
cases,  as  a  result  of  local  over-exertion,  involving 
the  particular  nerve  centres,  neuralgia  and  crampy 
conditions  develop.  To  these  may  be  added  the 
afiections  of  the  heart,  from  simple  nervous 
palpitation  to  enlargement  of  the  heart,  particu- 
larly of  the  right  side,  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  thinner  parieties,  more  easily  gives  way. 
Excessive  manual  labour  may  result  in  disruption 
of  the  valves,  and  in  the  formation  of  aneurisms 
(dilatation  of  the  principal  arteries).  It  also 
favours  the  growth  of  arteriosclerotic  changes 
(calcification  of  the  veins)  in  the  vessels.  The 
appearance  of  albumen  in  urine  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver  may  also  be  included  in  this 
category  of  obstructive  symptoms.  In  addition, 
excessive  bodily  and  mental  exertion  favours  dia- 
betes in  those  who  are  predisposed. 

The  more  the  body  is  saturated  with  substances 
resulting  from  fatigue,  the  more  evident  are  the 
visible  signs  of  chronic  fatigue  or  overstrain  : 
principally  digestive  disturbances,  disturbances  of 
the  circulation,  ana?mic  symptoms,  nervous  dis- 
turbances (neurasthenia)  ;  further,  general  decline. 
of  which  chronic  fatigue  is  a  principal  feature. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  organs, 
the  constitution,  and  the  thereby  affected  bodily 
endogenous  causes,  are  of  decisive  importance  on 
the  early  or  late  period  at  which  fatigue,  and, 
later  on,  overstrain,  begins.  For  instance,  where 
the  heart  muscles  are  originally  weak,  enlargement 
of  the  heart  takes  place  sooner ;  diabetes  only 
shows  itself  in  the  predisposed.  The  same  applies 
to  over,-irritation  of  the  sensory  organs,  &c. 
Therefore  we  find  considerable  irregularity  of  the 
circulation  in  the  anaemic  and  neurasthenic  after 
such  slight  exertion  as  would  leave  no  impression 
on  the  healthy. 

Of  the  exogenous  factors,  the  mode  9f  living  in 
the  most  important  for  the  normal  issue  of 
automatic  regulation  of  metabolism,  especially 
an  allowance  of  sufficient  rest  and  nutrition. 
This  is  proved  by  practical  experience  ;  in 
certain  industries,  underfed  workmen  have  proved 


mefficient.  For  this  reason  intelligent  business 
men  have  always  been  solicitous  about  the  feeding 
of  their  workpeople  ;  while  others,  at  least  in 
time  of  pressure  of  work,  have  turned  their  special 
attention  to  the  question  of  nutrition.  As  for 
nightwork,  it  can  easily  lead  to  over-fatigue, 
when,  as  is  often  the  case  in  large  city  tenements, 
the  workman  does  not  find  sufficient  opportunity 
of  taking  rest  by  day. 
The  lack  of  sleep, 

'  sore  labour's  bath. 
Balm  of  hurt  minds,  great  nature's  second  course. 
Chief  nourisher  in  life's  feast," 

as  Shakespeare  so  aptly  calls  it,  is  also  a  reason 
why  there  is  a  retrogression  in  nutrition  amongst 
nurses  employed  on  night-duty  for  a  term  generally 
lasting  from  four  to  six  weeks.  There  is  no  need 
to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  the  mode  of  life,  the 
avoidance  of  enfeebling  causes,  and  the  right 
use  of  times  of  rest  are  of  great  importance  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  fatigue. 

The  Psychical  Factor. 

Besides  the  intensiveness  of  work  and  the 
bodily  constitution,  the  mode  of  living  and 
nourishment,  another  factor  must  be  considered 
with  regard  to  the  eft"ect  of  work,  the  psychical 
factor,  the  importance  of  which  must  not  be 
under-rated.  It  has  been  ascertained  through 
physiological  experiments  that  the  fatigue  of  the 
psychical  centres — that  is,  of  the  parts  of  the 
brain  which  are  the  seat  of  mental  activity — 
always  corresponds  to  the  fatigue  of  the  motor 
centres — that  is,  of  the  parts  which  affect  the 
motor  nerves.  So  the  more  bodily  labour  is 
coupled  with  mental  exertion,  the  greater  the 
claims  made  on  the  responsibility  and  attention 
of  the  worker,  the  sooner  fatigue  begins.  It  is 
of  great  importance  for  the  continuous  efficiency 
of  workers  that  they  should  be  constantly  under 
competent  supervision.  In  the  province  of  com- 
bating the  poisoning  risks  incurred  in  those 
branches  of  industry  in  which  poisonous  materials 
are  used,  the  most  important  task  lies  in  the 
earliest  possible  knowledge  of  poisonous  effects. 
A  timely  recognition  of  the  first  symptoms  of 
bodily  or  mental  overstrain,  especially  of  the 
disturbances  in  nutrition  and  the  influencejof 
sensory  organs  and  other  organs,  as  well  as  an.nemia 
chlorosis,  and  neurasthenia,  the  result  of  an 
unsuitable  mode  of  living,  insufficient  food,  &c., 
renders,  under  favourable  conditions,  a  counter- 
balance possible." 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

We  reg^ret  to  state  that  we  are  unable  to 
award  a  prize  this  week  on  the  subject  "  Give 
your  most  interesting  experience  on  active 
service."  Few  papers  have  been  received,  and 
these  do  not  deal  with  "  active  service." 
Evidently  nurses  are  too  busy  just  now  to  write 
competition  papers. 
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DEVASTATED    FRANCE. 


lavished   on   the   Sisters   by   Frenchwomen 
watched  their  devotion  during  the  war. 


who 


A  Sister  writes  from  the  devastated  districts  in 
France  : — "  Everything  that  can  be  spared  can  be 
used  here  for  the  immediate  welfare  of  the  people — 
if  makes  one's  heart  ache  to  see  the  ruin  and  misery 


A  Sister  writes  : — "  We  are  right  in  the  heart  of 
the  old  war  zone.  Most  interesting.  Last  week 
Sister  W and  I  Vent  to  Reims,  in  a  camion. 


It  really  is  heartbreaking  to  see  such  a  beautiful 
brought  upon  these  brave,  uncomplaining  people  and  historic  city  in  such  a  deplorable  condition, 
by  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  Hun.  Do  get  Hardly  a  house  intact,  but  I  was  pleased  to  find 
everyone  who  can  spare  either  money  or  kind  to  that  the  beautiful  old  cathedral  has  not  suffered 
send  it  on  to   the   Comite   Britannique,  F.R.C.,      as  much  as  is  reported,   especially  the  exterior. 


9,  Knightsbridge, 
London,  W.,  and 
ask  them  to  ex- 
press the  wish  that 
gifts  shall  be  sent 
to  their  missions 
now  being  organ- 
ised. We  can  do 
with  any  amount 
of  clothes  and 
comforts  of  every 
description." 


The  British 
Committee  of  the 
French  Red  Cross 
is  diverting  the 
whole  force  of  its 
energies  in  this 
direction.  The 
Committee  has  es- 
tablished missions 
in  various  centres 
with  stores  of 
clothing,  bedding, 
furniture,  cooking 
utensils,  &c.,  which 
are  working  in  close 
collaboration  with 
the  local  authori- 
ties. Attached  to 
each  centre  is  a 
dispensary  with 
fully  trained  nurses 
and  V.A.D.'s  to 
help  the  French 
doctors  with  the 
many  cases  of  ill- 
ness resulting  from  years  of  privation.  In  the 
districts  of  Lille,  Roubaix  and  Tourcoing  large 
quantities  of  clothing,  boots  and  bedding  are  being 
distributed  by  the  Committee's  representatives, 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  local  French 
Relief  Societies. 


FRENCH     FLAG     NURSING    CORPS    SISTfiR5    IN     THE 
DEVASTATED    DISTRICTS.     FRANCE. 


Several  of  the  F.F.N. C.  Sisters  are  now  taking 
up  this  district  work  as  the  military  ambulances 
are  being  closed.  Sister  Mary  Sutton,  and  others, 
have  been  requisitioned  by  several  devoted  French 
women  who  knew  their  work  during  the  war,  and 
it  is  hoped  next  month  they  will  return  to  France 
to  work  in  the  Missions  of  the  Comite  Britannique, 
with  Princess  d' Alsace,  Mile.  Des  Garets,  Madame 
Panas  and  others.     It  is  good  to  read  the  praise 


The  civilians  are 
already  beginning 
to  return  and  try- 
ing, poor  things,  to 
make  the  relics  of 
their  former  homes 
inhabitable. 

We  spoke  to  one 
lady  who  lived  just 
opposite  the  cathe- 
dral. She  said 
they  had  saved 
their  money  and 
possessions  mostly, 
and  could  live 
comfortably  in  the 
South  of  France, 
far  away  from  the 
sights  of  war,  but 
she  and  her  hus- 
band had  returned 
purposely  to  Reims 
to  reinstal  their 
house,  hoping  to 
set  the  example  to 
others  less  fortun- 
ate than  them- 
selves. She  was  so 
proud  to  say  that 
the  Boches  had  not 
been  allowed  to 
enter  Reims  (except 
for  the  few  days  at 
the  beginning  of 
the  war),  and  that 
their  one  aim  in 
life  must  be  to 
rebuild  th&ir  town, 
to  show  the  Boches  they  were  undaunted.  There 
you  have  a  perfect  specimen  of  the  wonderful 
unconquerable  spirit  of  this  wonderful  race. 
There  they  were  well-to-do  people,  and  getting 
on  in  years,  had  lived  in  their  cellars  for  four 
years,  and  only  left  when  forced  to,  and  returned 
at  the  first  opportunity,  to  live  from  choice 
in  a  house  with  no  roof,  and  eat  at  the  public 
kitchens  with  hundreds  of  other  unfortunate 
neighbours  for  pure  love  of  their  country.  " 

Another  Sister  writes  :— "  It  will  be  a  great* 
change  to"  work  amongst  civilians,  and  in  peace 
times,  but  I  leave  France  with  an  immense  regret, 
as  there  is  nothing  like  suffering  for  drawing 
hearts  together,  and  never  shall  I  have  the  same 
pleasure  again  as  I  have  had  in  nursing  the 
poilus  '  of  France." 
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SOCIETY   FOR    STATE    REGISTRATION 
OF  TRAINED   NURSES. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses  was  held  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on 
Friday,  February  21st.  The  President,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  was  in  the  chair. 

The  Report.      The  Central  Committee. 

The  President  made  a  very  encouraging  Report 
re  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  Central  Committee, 
which  is  in  charge  of  Major  Sir  Samuel  Scott, 
Bart.,  and  which  has  been  influentially  backed  by 
members  of  every  Party  in  the  House.  The 
Government  had  taken  all  the  time  of  the  House 
usually  allocated  to  private  members'  until  March 
31st,  but  members  of  the  Society  were  placing 
their  views,  and  the  important  principles  incor- 
porated in  the  Bill,  before  persons  interested  in  the 
question. 

A  four-page  Statement  had  been  issued  by  the 
authority  of  the  Central  Committee,  comparing  the 
differences  between  its  Bill  and  that  promoted 
by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  which  certain 
clauses  were  calculated  to  have  a  most  injurious 
effect  upon  the  evolution  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley  and  Sir  Cooper  Perry,  the 
Chairman  and  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  had  asked  for  a  conference  between 
themselves  and  the  British  Medical  Association,  in 
support  of  the  College  Bill.  This  conference  had 
taken  place  between  these  two  gentlemen  and 
members  of  the  B.M.A.  The  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  was  not  represented  by  any  of  the  22  matrons 
on  the  Council,  or  any  nurse  members. 

The  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

A  representative  Deputation  from  the  R.B.N.A 
and  its  Affiliated  Societies  of  Nurses  had  waited 
upon  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  had  been  courteously  welcomed  by  Dr. 
Addison,  who  deputed  Major  the  Hon.  Waldorf 
Astor  to  receive  the  Deputation,  which  was  intro-' 
duced  by  Mr.  Herbert  J.  Paterson,  F.R.C.S., 
and  a  report  of  which  had  already  appeared  in  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  Major  Astor  listened  with  intelligent  interest 
to  the  various  speakers,  and  availed  himself  of 
their  expert  knowledge  in  reply  to  questions  on  the 
important  subjects  of  nursing  education  and 
economics,  through  a  system  of  State  Registration 
in  relation  to  National  Health. 

Tribute  Fund. 
The  appeal  for  a  Tribute  Fund  in  support  of 
Statd  Registration  of  Nurses  had  been  generously 
responded  to.  The  President  pointed  out  that  it 
was  not  only  large  subscriptions  which  were  useful, 
but  the  small  donations  of  is.  and  2s.  6d.  from 
those  who  could  not  afford  more,  as  all  the  work 
of  the  Society  was  voluntary,  every  penny  went 
direct  in  support  of  propaganda  in  the  Nurses' 
cause,  as  incorporated  in  their  Bill. 


Meeting  of  Nurses  in  Support^of  the  Bill. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  a  Meeting  of  Nurses'in 
London  in  support  of  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill,  and  in  opposition  to  objectionable  provisions 
in  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill,  at  the  end  of 
March. 

What  Independent  Nurses  Stand  for  and 
What  They  Object  to. 
The  members  of  the  Organised  Nurses'  Societies 
federated  to  the  Central  Committee  stand — 

1.  For  an  independent  Governing  Body. 
They  object  to  the  incorporation  of  any  Nurses' 

Society— especially  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 
— with  its  Memorandum  and  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion—in an  Act  of  Parliament,  acquiring  control 
of  the  whole  profession. 

2.  They  claim  representation  on  the  initial 
General  Nursing  Council  set  up  in  a  Bill,  for 
the  organised  Nurses'  Societies  who  have  pro- 
moted the  Registration  movement,  and  that  this 
initial  Council  shall  frame  the  Rules  and  have 
time  to  form  the  electorate,  of  Registered  nurses. 

They  object  to  the  voluntary  Register  of  the 
College  of  Nursing  being  recognised  as  the  State 
Register,  to  the  exclusion  of  thousands  of  trained 
nurses,  who  disapprove  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
College  Company,  and  who  decline  to  become 
members  of  it. 

3.  They  claim  that  State  Registration  will  be 
valueless  to  three  years'  trained  nurses  on  the 
General  Register,  and  misleading  to  the  public, 
unless  it  is  protected  by  the  one  portal  examina- 
tion. 

They  object  to  the  breach  of  faith  of  the  College 
Company  with  its  own  members,  and  the  three 
years'  trained  nurses,  in  attempting  to  acquire 
power  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  set  up  any  number 
of  Supplementary  Registers  of  Specialists. 

4.  They  claim  that  the  profession  of   nursing 
should  be  organised  on  a  sound  economic  basis, 
as  it  can  be  if  trained  nurses  are  paid  the  value  o 
their  services  to  the  community. 

They  object  to  the  method  pursued  by  the 
College  of  Nursing  of  treating  trained  nurses  in 
forma  pauperis,  and  thus  tampering  with  their 
economic  status  in  the  body  politic. 

Resolutions  will  be  proposed  at  the  Meeting  in 
support  of  the  principles  of  legislation  approved, 
and  in  condemnation  of  the  dangerous  proposals 
advocated  by  employers  who  control  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

New  Members. 
A  substantial  number  of  new  members  were 
elected. 

Margaret  Breay, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

ON  THE  TAPIS. 

It  seems  that  everyone  is  now  taking  the  trouble 
to  study  the  Nursing  question,  and  at  every 
meeting  it  crops  up.  This  is  all  to  the  good. 
No  A I  standard  of  health  without  highly  skilled 
nursing. 
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Board,   were  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
nursing-  facilities. 


The  form  of  the  mask  to  be  worn  in  nursing- 
influenza  cases  is  a  subject  of  importance,  for, 
if  adopted,  it  must  be  efficient,  otherwise,  in 
the  formula  of  the  quondam  anti-registration- 
ists,  it  will  only  "  lull  the  public  (and  the 
nurses)  into  a  sense  of  false  security."  In 
nursing  such  a  deadly  disease  as  acute 
influenzal  pneum.onia,  which,  we  are  glad  to 
know,  becomes  one  of  the  notifiable  diseases 
to-day  (March  ist),  it  is  the  duty  of  a  r^urse  to 
take  every  possible  precaution  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  community  as  well  as  herself,  and 
one  line  of  protection  seems  to  lie  in  the  use 
of  masks.  In  this  connection,  a  writer  in  a 
French  medical  journal  points  out  that  as  long 
ag-o  as  1874  he  devised  a  protecting  mask  for 
use  when  in  contact  with  diphtheria.  It  was 
put  on,  and  worn  like  a  pair  of  spectacles. 
These  masks  were  also  found  useful  in  certain 
necropsies,  and  he  and  his  pupils  have  been 
using  them  for  forty  years. 

No  one  seems  to  have  suggested  the  use  of 
rubber  gloves  in  nursing  cases  of  influenzal 
pneumonia,  but  in  attending  to  a  case  of  this 
kind,  and  handling  the  vessels  containing  sputa 
and  other  dischargees,  they  must  certainly  be  a 
protection. 


We  are  glad  to  observe  that  Dr.  Addison, 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
appreciates  the  fact  that  one  of  the  principal 
needs  in  dealing  with  the  influenza  epidemic  is 
competent  nursing,  and  is  taking  the  right 
method  of  dealing  with  the  situation.  Mr. 
Neville  Chamberlain  (Ladywood),  last  week, 
asked  a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
to  whether  he  was  aware  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  loss  of  life  in  the  influenza 
epidemic  had  been  the  lack  of  trained  nurses, 
whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  in  France  and  Egypt  there  was  a  large 
number  of  nurses  who  have  little  or  nothing  to 
do,  who  had  not  been  demobilized  because  they 
had  no  fixed  employer  who  could  apply  for 
them,  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  renewed 
epidemic  of  influenza,  he  would  make  repre- 
sentations to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
have  some  of  these  nurses  released  at  once. 

Dr.  Addison,  in  reply,  said  that  he  was 
aware  that  one  of  the  principal  needs  in  the 
medical  treatment  of  influenza  was  competent 
nursing,  and  he  was  referring  the  proposal 
made  in  his  hon.  Friend's  question  to  the 
authorities  responsible  for  demobilization.  He 
said  further  that  local  authorities  and  nursing 
associations,    and   not   the   Local   Government 


In  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions,  which  covers  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  March  31st,  191 8,  we  note  that  163 
pensions  have  been  granted  to  nurses,  a  mere 
fraction  of  the  whole.  In  the  year  ended  March 
last  the  amount  paid  in  pensions  and  gratuities 
was  ;{Ji9,2o6,ooo,  the  number  of  individual 
payments  reaching  the  substantial  figure  of 
2oi  millions. 


Dr.  Edmund  M.  Smith,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Health  Department,  50,  Bootham, 
York,  writes  to  the  press  asking  for  names  and 
addresses  of  women  who,  "  though  they  may 
not  have  had  hospital  training,  have  had  more 
or  less  experience  of  nursing,  and  who  are 
willing  to  be  employed  on  night  or  day  duty  at 
patients'  homes  in  cases  of  influenza,  pneu- 
monia, bronchitis,  and  other  diseases,  cases 
not  usually  or  always  removed  to  a  hospital, 
.  .  .  They  would  be  paid  either  by  the  patients 
or  out  of  public  funds."  ^* 

We  consider  that  the  ratepayers  might  very 
well  object  to  payment  being  made  out  of 
public  funds  for  nursing  of  this  insufficient 
description  in  the  cases  enumerated. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  Dr.  Smith  advises 
ex-V.A.D.s  to  obtain  general  training  in  hos- 
pital for  three  or  four  years. 


The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  <5o- 
operation  of  Trained  Nurses  states  in  its  26th 
annual  report,  recently  published,  that  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Co-operation,  in  1894, 
37,236  cases  have  been  nursed,  and 
;^238,88i  7s.  3d.  have  been  earned. 

Of  the  73  nurses  on  war  service  ten  have 
been  decorated  by  the  King  with  the  Royal 
Red  Cross,  and  others  mentioned  in  dispatches. 
War  service  means  financial  sacrifice  both  to 
the  Nurses  and  the  Home  ;  the  remuneration 
for  Army  Nursing  is  considerably  less  than  the 
sum  which  a  nurse  can  earn  at  private  nursing 
on  the  staff  of  the  Co-operation. 

The  Committee  reported  that  they  received 
with  great  regret  the  intimation  that  Miss 
Helen  M.  Rough — to  whom  the  inauguration 
of  the  Co-operation  was  due — desired  to  retire 
from  the  position  of  Lady  Superintendent,  and 
unanimously  resolved  to  record  in  the  Minutes 
the  high  appreciation  of  the  Committee  of  her 
long  and  valuable  services.  They  further 
express  the  view  that  the  great  success  of  the 
Co-operation  has  been  in  a  large  measure  due 
to  her  untiring  efforts.     They  also  express  their 
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thanks  to  Miss  M.  P.  Smith,  Miss  Rough's 
principal  assistant,  who  retired  at  the  same 
time. 

Miss  Rough's  successor  is  Miss  Taylor,  who 
at  one  time  held  the  position  of  ward  sister  at 
the  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  recently 
that  of  Matron  of  Merryflats  War  Hospital. 
The  four  nurses,  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  who  retired  at  the  close  of  the 
vear,  were  Nurses  Baillie,  Borland,  Elizabeth 
Brown,    and    Ruas.      They    are   succeeded   by 


AN    AMbklCAN    SOLDIIiR    AND    HI5   FIANCEE    WEAKINQ 
PICCADILLY      CIRCUS. 


Nurses  Isabella  Craig,  J.  Smith  Craig,  Louisa 
Frew,  and  Haig  Lindsay. 

A  Special  Appeal  for  a  Benevolent  Fund 
rel^ulted  in  a  sum  of  nearly  ;^3,ooo  being 
received  up  to  the  time  of  publishing  the 
Report.  


which  requires  skill  and  concentrated  atten- 
tion. "  At  a  time  like  the  present,"  she  writes, 
"  when  there  is  so  much  work  to  be  done,  one 
is  surprised  that  a  Britisher  could  be  content  to 
give  so  grudgingly  in  his  country's  service." 

We  have  much  sympathy  with  the  writer, 
but  such  drudgery  does  not  invariably  improve 
the  quality  of  the  service.  Moreover,  nurses 
have  been  given  too  little  time  in  the  past  to 
think  and  read  in  hospital  work,  and  we  are 
now  realising  how  such  a  lack  of  mental 
growth  has  injured 
their  power  of  judg- 
ment. The  manner  in 
which  they  have 
obeyed  orders  to  join 
the  College  of  Nurs- 
ing, Ltd.,  and  without 
consideration  and  dis- 
crimination, without 
reading  the  Constitu- 
tion or  knowing  what 
the  contract  they  sign 
includes,  are  signing 
away  not  only  their 
own  liberty,  but  doing 
all  in  their  power  to 
enslave  their  more 
public  -  spirited  col- 
leagues, proves  the 
urgent  necessity  for 
more  physical  rest, 
and  more  outside  in- 
terests in  the  lives  of 
nurses.  Three  times 
recently,  in  speaking 
to  women  who  are 
interesting  t  h  e  m  - 
selves  to  help  to  obtain 
just  legislation  for 
nurses,  they  have  ex- 
pressed the  opinion 
that  "  nurses  are  helpr 
less  people — so  like 
sheep."  That  is  not 
flattering,  but  84 
hours'  work  a  week  is 
often  the  cause  of  their  apathy. 


FLU  •   MASKS, 


A  "  Night  Nurse  "  writes  to  the  Scotsman 
to  point  out,  in  connection  with  the  demand  of 
the  various  Trades  Unions  for  a  40-hour  week, 
that  the  nursing  profession  cheerfully  works 
84  hours  a  week  on  night  duty,  arduous  work 


We  remember  a  Probationer  at  Bart.'s,  who 
later  rose  high  in  her  profession,  remarking  to 
us  :  "  Self-sacrifice  is  a  luxury  one's  fellow- 
humans  invariably  abuse.  I  would  be  much 
more  unselfish  if  it  did  not  injure  others."  We 
fear  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in  that 
opinion.  Every  nurse  knows  the  type  of 
patient  who  absorbs  the  last  iota  of  vitality  she 
possesses. 
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HONOURS   FOR    NURSES. 


The  King  held  an  investiture  at  Buckingham 
Palace  on  February.  i8th.  Amongst  those 
honoured  was  Miss  Maud  McCarthy,  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service. 
THE  MOST  EXCELLENT  ORDER  OF  THE 
BRITISH     EMPIRE     (CIVIL     DIVISION). 

Dame  Grand  Cross. — Dame  Maud  McCarthy. 
who  also  received  Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

THE     ROYAL     RED     CROSS- 

FiRST  Class.  • 

Sister  Cecilia  Evans,  Queen  Alexandra's  Im- 
perial Mihtary  Nursing  Service  Reserve  ;  Sister 
Heila  Bester,  South  African  MiUtary  Nursing 
Service  ;  and  Sister  Mildred  Fynn,  South  African 
Military  Nursing  Service. 

Second  Class 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — -Sister  Mabel 
Lindsay  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Pierce. 

South  African  Military  Nursing  Sendee. — Sister 
Constance  Ebden. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. — Sister  Annie 
Murray  and  Sister  Evelyn  Stubington. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — Mrs.  Joan  Kennard, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Michelmore,' Miss  Elsie  Moseley,  and 
Miss  Emma  Whitehead.  ;     ^,  ;,<:,    ,    ,,.   •- 

\g,  We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  transposing'  the 
announcement,  which  placed  the  Voluntary  Aid 
services  before  the  regular  Canadian  and  South 
African  Military  Nursing  Services.  If  this  is  not 
an  error  of  some  ignorant  clerk,  it  is  time  the 
Overseas  authorities  drew  the  attention  of  the 
War  Office  to  such  an  irregularity. 


QUEEN    AND    INDIAN     SOLDIERS' 
CHILDREN. 


Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough 
House  the  Members  of  the  Military  Nursing 
Services  who  had  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross,  subsequent  to  the  Investiture  at  Bucking- 
ham Palace. 


TO    MEMBERS    OF   THE    R.B.N.A. 
AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES  AND  OTHERS. 


Members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion and  its  Affiliated  Societies  and  others  who 
would  like  to  attend  the  Mansion  House  Meeting 
on  Thursday,  March  13th,  to  inaugurate  the 
Nurses'  Club,  should  write  at  once  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  10, 
Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square,  who  will  have 
pleasure  in  forwarding  to  them  a  formal  invitation 
in  order  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  meeting. 

As  previously  stated,  the  Lord  Mayor  will  be 
supported  by  Mrs.  Lloyd  George,  the  Viscountess 
Rhondda,  Lord  Morris,  the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa, 
Major  the  Hon.  Waldorf  Astor,  M.P.,  Admiral 
W.  S.  Sims  (United  States  Navy),  and  Herbert  J. 
Paterson,  Esq.,  M.C.  Med.  Hon.  Secretary,  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association. 


The  Queen's  silver  wedding-  g-ift  from  women 
in  India  already  amounts  to  ;j(^6o,ooo.  By  Her 
Majesty's  wish  the  money  will  be  devoted  to  the 
higher  education  of  the  children  of  Indian 
soldiers  killed  or  disabled  in  the  war. 


SICK    PAY    FOR    INDIAN    NURSING 
SISTERS. 

It  has  been  decided,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  that  lady  nurses 
of  the  Queen  Alexandra  Military  Nursing  Service 
for  India  invalided  on  account  of  wounds  or 
sickness  due  to  field  service  will  receive  during 
sick  leave  full  pay  for  the  first  three  months  and 
thereafter  three-quarters  pay  for  six  months  and 
two- thirds  pay  for  such  additional  sick  leave  as  may 
be  granted  up  to  a  total  period  of  two  years. 
Under  this  decision,  which  will  have  efiectf  rom 
February  17th,  191 7,  sick  leave  cannot  be  com- 
bined with  privilege  leave. 


TRAINED    NURSES    AND     PUBLIC 
HEALTH  WORK. 

At  the  Conference  organised  by  certain  nurse 
members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
engaged  in  Public  Health  Work  on  January  loth, 
it  was  decided  to  form  a  League  or  society  of  nurses 
engaged  in  this  work.  The  Committee  appointed 
to  organise  it  are  arranging  a  Conference  for 
Saturday,  March  8th,  at  3, p.m.,  and  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Christian,  who  is  always  so 
ready  to  support  the  nurses  in  any  scheme  that  may 
be  calculated  to  benefit  their  profession,  has 
graciously  promised  to  preside.  The  subject  of 
the  Conference  will  be  the  place  of  the  trained 
nurse  in  Public  Health  Wor]<.  Dr.  Alice  Brown, 
and  Miss  Le  Geyt  have  promised  to  speak  from 
the  medical  and  nursing  point  of  view,  and  the 
nurses  hope  that  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Holmes, 
who  is  Hon.  Domestic  Chaplain  to  Queen  Alex- 
andra, may  also  agree  to  give  a  short  address. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square.  Any  members  of  the  nursing 
profession  or  of  the  public  may  attend. 


NURSES    AND   TUBERCULOSIS. 


A  special  course  for  trained  nurses  and  others 
interested  in  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  will  be 
held  at  the  Brompton  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  at  8  p.m.  in  Aprir  and  May  (omitting 
Easter  week),  beginning  April  ist,  1919.  Enquiries 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Matron. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


NURSE     MATRON. 

Chase       Farm      Schools       Infirmary,        Enfield.^ — 

Miss  Amelia  Ann'Alder  has  been  appointed  Nurse- 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Westminster 
Infirmary,  Hendon,  after  which  she  worked  for  two 
years  as  a  Queen's  Nurse,  and  subsequently  held 
the  positions  of  Sister  at  the  Uxbridge  Infirmary, 
Superintendent  Nurse  at  Mailing  Infirmary,  and  at 
Uxbridge  Infirmary,  and  is  at  present  Night 
Superintendent  at  the  Northern  Hospital,  Winch- 
more  Hill. 

SISTER. 

The  Infirmary  fCity  of  Westminster),  Colindale 
Avenue,  Hendon,  N.  W. — Miss  Grace  M.  Ellis  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
same  Infirmary,  where  she  held  the  position 
of  Sister  till  1916,  and  subsequently  went  to  the 
Western  Fever  Hospital,  Fulham  (M.A.B.),  as 
Ward  Sister,  and  has  been  on  duty  at  the  Hendon 
Infirmary  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 
She  is  a  certified  midwife. 

Miss  Annie  Bradley  has  been  appointed  Sister 
in  the  same  Institution,  and  has  held  the  positions 
of  Staff  Nurse  and  Sister  at  the  Western  Fever 
Hospital,  Fulham.  She  returned  to  the  Hendon 
Infirmary  to  take  up  duty  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year. 

Miss  A.  J.  Edwards  has  been  appointed  Sister  in 
the  same  institution.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Med  way  Union  Infirmary,  and  from  1912  to  1915 
she  was  Staff  Nurse  and  Acting  Sister  in  the  same 
Institution.  In  191 7  she  was  appointed  Ward 
Sister,  a  position  she  held  until  January  of  the 
present  year,  since  which  time  she  has  been  on  duty 
at  the  Hendon  Infirmary. 

Carnarvonshire  and  Anglesey  Infirmary,  Bangor. 
— Miss  Elizabeth  Hughes  has  been  appointed 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Monsall  Fever 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  the  Infirmary  and 
Dispensary,  Warrington,  and  has  been  Staft" 
Nurse  and  Temporary  Sister  at  Warrington 
Infirmary,  and  at  the  Welsh  Metropolitan  War- 
Hospital,  Whitchurch,  Cardift". 

QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 
Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Hannah  F.  Hobbs  is  appointed  to  Glossop 
as  Superintendent,  Miss  Annette  M.  Cook  is 
appointed  to  Kingswood,  Miss  Wilhelmina  Mathie- 
son  to  Sawston,  Miss  Clara  A.  New  to  Pens- 
hurst,  Miss  Mary  E.  Newbegin  to  Beckenham, 
Mis?  Ethel  M.   Swinburne  to  Sunderland.         v 


PRESENTATION. 

Superintendent  Nurse  Okey  has  been  the  recipient 
after  24  years'  faithful  service  at  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary,'  Ore.,  of  gifts  from  the  staff  and  in 
patients.  The  former  presented  her  with  a  gold 
wristlet  watch,  accompanied  with  an  album  con- 
taining all  the  names  of  the  subscribers,  and  the 
patients,  who  said  they  felt  they  were  losing  a 
"  good  mother,"  offered  a  dressing  gown  and 
slippers.  Nurse  Okey  thanked  all  for  their  over- 
whelming kindness. 


RESIGNATION. 

As  we  reported  in  a  former  issue.  Dame  Ethel  H. 
Becher,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  is  resigning  the  post  of 
Matron-in-Chief  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service,  which  post  she  has  held 
pine  e  1910,  as  her  term  of  office  was  extended  at 
th  e  outbreak  of  war. 

During  war  very  drastic  regulations  were  forced 
upon  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Imperial  Military 
Services — quite  Prussian  in  their  autocracy.  The 
constant  criticism  of  the  "Serf  Clause"  in  this 
Journal  has  effected  a  modicum  of  justice  for  the 
Sisters  and  nurses,  who  now  have  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

POWER  OF  APPEAL  FOR  SISTERS  AND 
NURSES 

"  Perpetual  dropping  wears  away  a  stone." 
The  following  Army  Council  Instruction  No.  676  of 
19 1 8  modifies  the  contract  under  which  our 
Reserve  Army  Si'  ters  and  Nurses  were  alone  per- 
mitted to  serve  the  sick  and  wounded  during  the 
war.     They  now  have  an  appeal. 

ARMY  COUNCIL  INSTRUCTION  No.  f7o  of  1918. 

War  Office. 
676.  Alteration    of    Forms    of    Agreement   Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
Reserve,  T.F.N.S.,  Assistant  Nurses,   Y.A.D.   and 
Special  Probationers. 

1 .  It  has  been  decided  that  the  agreement  forms 
of  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  Reserve,  &c.,  shall  be  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  the  following  sentence  at  the 
end  of  the  clause  in  the  agreements  dealing  with 
the  termination  of  service  in  the  event  of  mis- 
conduct : — 

"  Provided  that  in  the  event  of  my  service  having 
been  terminated  for  misconduct  I  shall  have  the 
right  to  appeal  through  the  ordinary  official 
channels  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

2.  A  slip  containing  the  above  clause  is  being 
printed  and  will  be  di'  tributed  in  due  course  to  be 
attached  to  present  stocks  of  the  undermentioned 
Army  Forms.  The  Clause  aftected  is  stated 
against  each  form. 

3.  Pending  the  issue  of  the  slip?  the  necessary 
addition  to  forms  of  agreement  will  be  made  in 
manuscript  before  they  are  handed  to  nurses,  Sec, 
to  sign. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  should  have  been 
necessary  for  this  Journal  ,  to  denounce  the 
tyrannical  contract  Sisters  and  Nurses  were  com- 
pelled to  sign,  depriving  themselves  of  any  power 
of  appeal.  With  two  Matrons-in-Chief  at  the 
War  Office  as  heads  of  the  Nursing  Services,  and 
Civil  Matrons  on  the  Nursing  Boards,  it  was  their 
duty  to  protect  their  colleagues  from  injustice 
and  oppression  at  Headquarters. 


SCOTTISH  BOARD,  COLLEGE  OF 
NURSING,  LTD. 

Miss  A.  C.  Pike,  who  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Huddersfield,  and  is  at  present  Night 
Superintendent  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh, 
has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Scottish 
Board  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  succession 
to  Miss  Brunton,  resigned. 
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THE    PASSING    BELL. 

A  funeral  service  for  Miss  Eva  Liickes,  late 
Matron  of  the  London  Hospital,  was  held  in  St. 
Philip's  Church,  Stepney,  last  Saturday  morning 
conducted  by  the  Bishop  of  Stepney.  Her 
remains  were  cremated,  and  the  urn  in  which  the 
ashes  were  gathered  will  be  built  into  the  wall. 
Queen  Alexandra  was  represented  at  the  service 
and  the  nursing  staff  from  the  hospital,  together 
with  many  nurses  from  outside,  attended.  Some 
beautiful  floral  tributes  were  grouped  around  the 
urn. 

UNDERMINING     THE     INDEPENDENCE 
OF    TRAINED    NURSES. 

The  Committee  of  Actresses  running  the 
"  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses,"  which  has  our 
professional  status  in  tow,  received  ;^i6,520  as  the 
result  of  the  Victory  Ball,  made  famous  by  the 
"  doping  "  expose  in  the  Courts. 

Writing  from  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  83, 
Pall  Mall,  S.W.,  the  office  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  acknowledges  a 
cheque  for  ;^3,848,  the  profits  from  the  Manchester 
Victory  Ball  for  the  benefit  of  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses.  Thus  these  two  unseemly  "  kick-ups  " 
have  produced  the  sum  of  ;^20,368  i8s.  yd.  Charity 
doles  must  inevitably  undermine  both  the  self- 
respect  and  economic  independence  of  any  class  of 
workers  organised  by  them. 


A  correspondent  writes  :— "  When  at  Rye,  in 
Sussex  recently  I  saw  on  the  Church  notice 
board  they  had  had  an  offertory  on  the  previous 
Sunday  for  the  College  of  Nurses."  Appeals  are 
being  made  in  other  places  of  worship. 

Presumably  all  grist  is  welcome  to  the  College 
mill. 

WESTMINSTER    HOSPITAL. 

A  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  Westminster 
Hospital  was  held  on  February  iSth,  Lord  Glen- 
conner  presiding.  It  was  moved  by  Sir  James 
Purves- Steward,  M.D.,  in  a  comprehensive  speech, 
and  seconded  by  Sir  Thomas  Butler,  who  spoke 
on  the  financial  position,  that  it  was  desirable 
that  the  Hospital  should  be  amalgamated  with 
King's  College  Hospital.  To  this  an  amendment 
was  moved  by  Sir  Henry  Craik,  and  carried 
unanimously,  that  the  Diotribution  Committee 
of  the  King's  Fund  should  be  asked  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  matter  with  a  view  to  advising  the 
Governors. 

ROYAL     SANITARY     INSTITUTE. 

The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  have  arranged 
a  Conference  on  "  Post- War  Developments  Relat- 
ing to  Pubhc  Health,"  to  be  held  on  March  13th, 
14th,  and  15th,  at  which  the  following  subjects 
will  be  brought  forward  for  discussion:-^ — 

"  City  Hygiene  in  Relation  to  Employment." 

"  Housing  for  City  Clerks  and  Similar  Workers." 

"  Public  Health  Aspect   of   Tuberculosis." 

"  Public  Health  Work  and   Propaganda."  ^ 

"  Welfare  Work  in  Factories." 

"  Child  Welfare  Work." 


INFANT    WELFARE. 

The  London  Federation  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  has  recently  been  established  to  promote 
the  common  interests  of  London  centres,  and 
afford  them  opportunities  for  consultation  and 
co-operation.  It  will  form  part  of  the  federal 
system  of  the  Association  of  Infant  Welfare  and 
Maternity  Centres  which  deals  with  the  country 
generally.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has 
become  President,  and  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
a  vice-president  of  the  Federation.  A  council 
consisting  of  representatives  from  the  City  and 
Metropolitan  boroughs  has  been  elected  by  the 
centres,  and  has  appointed  an  executive  com- 
mittee, of  which  Sir  Henry  Harris,  M.P.,  is 
chairman. 

BOVRIL,    LTD. 

Mr.  George  Lawson  Johnston  (Chairman),  pre- 
siding at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  Bovril, 
Ltd.,  on  February  20th,  said  he  had  referred  last 
year,  at  length,  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  food, 
but  during  1918  all  records  had  been  broken. 
Most  people  would  agree  that  much  of  the  discon- 
tent and  unrest  so  evident  during  the  past  year 
had  been  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  living  and 
the  higher  prices  of  the  food  of  the  people.  The 
question  would  not  be  settled  by  raising  wages  to 
correspond  with  the  high  prices  of  food,  but  by 
keeping  prices  down  wherever  possible. 

Though  beef  was  above  its  pre-war  value, 
Bovril,  Ltd.,  had  kept  the  Bovril  flag  flying  as 
a  national  food  and  had  not  raised  its  price.  That 
was  an  attainment  which  would  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  Company  for  years  to  come,  and  the 
shareholders  had  every  right  to  feel  they  had 
assisted  in  a  laudable  and  patriotic  course  of 
action . 

COMING    EVENTS. 

March  isi.— Irish  Nurses'  Association.  Annual 
General  Business  Meeting,  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin.     7.30  p.m. 

March  nth. — Ministry  of  Health  Watching 
Committee.  Public  Meeting  on  the  Representation 
of  Women  in  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Central  Hall, 
Westminster.  Chairman,  The  Vicountess  Rhondda, 
7.30  p.m. 

March  13th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Inauguration  of  Nurses'  Club,  Mansion  House. 
The  Lord  Mayor  will  preside.  Supporters  :  The 
Marchioness  of  Ailsa,  the  Viscountess  Rhondda, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  George,  Lord  Morris,  Major  the  Hon. 
Waldorf  Astor,  M.P.,  and  Admiral  Sims. 

March  17th. — Irish  Nurses'  Association.  Social 
Meeting.  Dancing.  Prizes  for  best  Fancy  Dress. 
7.30  p.m. 

NOTICE. 

The  Editor  thanks  those  readers  who  have  beea 
good  enough  to  send  her  marked  newspapers  and 
cuttings  immediately  items  of  known  interest 
appear.  She  urges  all  those  interested  in  keeping 
the  B.J.N,  up  to  date  to  continue  this  most  valu- 
able help. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE     SPLENDID     FEW. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  have  just  seen  the  article  in 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  entitled' 
"  Tails  Up,"  and  should  like  to  add  a  few  words  of 
great  appreciation  of  all  that  the  Journal  and  its 
Editor  and  workers  have  done  for  the  nursing  pro- 
fession. I  feel  convinced  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  splendid  work  and  courage  of  these  ladies,  that 
by  this  time  the  whole  profession  of  nursing  would 
have  been  completely  swamped  by  gilded  and 
gifted  amateurs  ;  and  when  we  do  win  through,  we 
shall  owe  our  victory  to  the  "  Splendid  Few  "  who 
have  kept  the  flag  flying. 

I   remain,   yours,   &c., 

E.  M.  Cancellor. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sister  S.  N.  writes  :  "I  see  suggestions  being 
made  that  a  nurse's  training  should  be  extended 
to  five  years  in  order  to  give  her  time  to  take  in 
the  various  branches,  midwifery,  massage,  &c., 
and  a  comparison  being  made  between  the  nurses' 
training  and  the  doctors',  which  may  be  done 
in  a  way  in  five  years.  People  seem  to  forget 
that  the  young  student  of  medicine  has  com- 
paratively  very  little  physical  work  to  do  whilst 
studying,  whereas  the  nurse  all  through  her 
training  is  running  about  from  early  morning  till 
quite  late  in  the  evening,  and  doing  her  studying 
in  her  off-duty  time,  and  that  the  modern  nurse 
has  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  scientific  study 
to  get  through.  A  five  years'  course  could  only 
be  instituted  after  reform  in  hours,  and  holidays, 
and  food  in  hospitals.  How  interesting  it  will  be 
to  see  what  has  evolved  from  the  present  muddle 
five  years  hence  !  " 

"  Certified  Midwife  "  writes  : — "  I  am  a  certified 
midwife  and  fully  trained  nurse,  and  agree  with 
Miss  Breay's  opinion  expressed  in  an  article  in 
The  Midwife  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  practice. 
Why  are  doctors  allowed  to  choose  inspectors^for 
their  youth  and  pleasing  appearance  ?  Why  are 
Society  women  and  others  with  Red  Cross  training 
allowed  to  work  Welfare  Centres  ?  There  must 
be  nurses  returning  from  the  war.  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  do  Red  Cross  work  during  the  War, 
but  was  told  by  a  Commandant  that  I  must  hold 
a  Red  Cross  certificate  to  be  given  work  in  the 
district  hospitals.  It  is  time  the  Government 
reformed  the  Red  Cross  Society.  Most  of  their 
members  have  wealth,  social  position,  and  Red 
Cross  ;  they  might  give  poor  nurses  a  chance  to 
live.  We  spent  years  in  training,  and  for  many 
years  of  our  lives  have  striven  to  help  to  build 
up   the   health   of  the  Empire   before   the   War. 


There  should  be  compensation  for  such  loss  from 
the  Government." 

Late  Sister,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  :  "  May 
I  suggest  to  fellow  readers  of  the  B.J.N,  to  care- 
fully read  the  letter  signed  "  Henrietta  Hawkins  " 
in  issue  of  Feb.  i  -,th  ;  and  if  they  realize  the  danger 
to  efficient  nursing  standards  if  Supplementary 
Registers  are  set  up  by  Parliament,  as  provided 
for  in  the  College  BilJ,  that  they  write  a  post- 
card   to    their    Member    of    Parliament,   headed 

Nurses'  Registration :  Please  vote  against 
College  of  Nursing  Bill ;  its  scheme  for  Supple- 
mentary Registers  cuts  at  the  root  of  efficient 
nursing  and  is  injurious  to  the  public.  Please 
support  Central  Committee's  Bill,  which  protects 
nursing  efficiency  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
through  the  one  portal  system.'  Cease  grumbling  ; 
act.  '  You  ain't  got  time  to  sit  down  and  cry,' 
as  the  old  negro  song  says." 

Progressive  Person  writes  :  "  I  note  '  brass  hats  ' 
and  '  silk  hats  '  and  other  able-bodied  big-wigs 
whirling  about  to  their  duties  in  delightful  cars, 
provided  by  the  State,  and  I  also  observe  our 
district  nurses  tramping  from  case  to  case  in  all 
weathers.  Why  does  not  someone  start  a  furid 
for  '  autos  '  for  district  nurses  to  be  used  on  their 
rounds  (and  just  occasionally  for  joy  rides)  ;  they 
would  soon  learn  to  drive  them.  Imagine  the 
saving  of  time,  nerves,  and  shoe  leather." 

[This  is  a  practical  suggestion. — Ed.] 

Professional  Nurse  :  "  May  I  ask  when  Public 
Health  Nursing,  especially  all  the  well-paid  posts, 
and  Army  Nursing  ear- marked  for  V.A.D.s,  and 
Private  Nursing  farmed  out  by  the  Training 
Schools,  and  other  trifles  have  been  disposed  of, 
where  the  professional  nurse  comes  in,  when  her 
four  years'  hospital  drudgery  is  over  ?  " 

[This  is  becoming  a  poser.  State  Registration, 
recognising  a  defined  standard  of  nursing  education 
and  efficiency,  would  settle  it.  Down  would  go 
the  price  of  shoddy. — Ed.] 

"  Don't  Want  to  be  a  Pauper "  writes  : — 
"  Can  you  tell  me  what  Lady  Cowdray's  '  London 
to  Berlin  '  Pennies  Collection  for  Nurses  is  ?  I 
have  been  asked  to  apply  for  a  collecting-box 
or  book,  or  join  the  pennies  collection.  Another 
demoralising  scheme  to  lower  trained  nurses  in 
public  estimation,    I   suppose." 

[Just  so.  Any  cadging  scheme  is  considered 
good  enough  "by  their  patrons  for  the  "  hireling" 
nurse.  But  why  not  a  farthing  contribution 
instead  of  the  lordly  penny  !  ?  We  note  that  a 
dignified  endowment  protects  the  amour  propre 
of  the  V.A.D.— -Ed.] 

OUR    PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

March  ist  — Have  you  ever  seen  a  ghost  ?  If 
so,  give  your  experience  accurately,  or  repeat  the 
experience  of  others  upon  who  e  accuracy  you 
can  rely. 

March  8th. — What  are  the  duties  of  the  nurse  in 
caring  for  a  case  of  influenzal  pneumonia  ? 
What  precautions  should  she  take  for  her  own 
protection  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


CENFRAL  MIDWIVCS'  BOARD. 


f  MONTHLY    MEETING. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  held  at  the  offices,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.,  on  February  20th, 
Sjr  Francis  Champneys  presiding 

;  Mrs.  Latter  (representative  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  on  the  Board)  protested  that 
her  protest  in  January  against  the  proposal  to 
deprive  the  Association  of  representation  on  the 
Board  had  not  been  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Ipioard. 

;  A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  scale  of  charges, 
formulated  under  Section  4  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1918,  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  members  of  the 
Board  in  attending  meetings,  based  on  the  Treasury 
Regulations.  It  was  agreed  that  these  be  adopted 
as  recommended  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Cheshire,  enqyiring  whether 
Nurse  Midwives  in  attendance  on,  or  expecting  to 
be  called  to,  cases  of  confinement  should  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  cases  of  influenza,  and,  if  so, 
under  what  conditions. 

The  Board  decided  to  inform  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Cheshire,  that,  in  the  view  of 
the  Bbard,  his  attitude  with  regard  to  cases  of 
influenza  attended  by  midwives,  who  also  attend 
maternity  cases  as  detailed  in  his  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 27th,  1918,  was  correct,  and  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Rule  of  the  Board  E  6. 

The  request  of  two  midwives  whose  certificates 
had  been  cancelled  on  their  own  applications,  for 
copies  of  the  cancelled  certificates  were  granted 
under  the  special  circumstances  of  the  cases. 
;  A  letter  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer 
qf  Health  for  the  City  of  Chester,  enquiring 
whether  the  Board  considered  that  a  midwife 
was  entitled  to  give  hypodermic  injections  in  the 
absence  of  any  direction  to  do  so  by  a  registered 
medical  practitioner.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
reply  drafted  by  the  Chairman  be  approved  and 
forwarded  to  the  M.O.H  for  Chester.  (The  rule 
of  the  Board  in  relation  to  the  administration  of 
drugs  by  midwives  is  that  "A  midwife  must 
note  in  her  Register  of  Cases  each  occasion  on 
which  she  is  under  the  necessity  of  administering 
i^  any  way  any  drug  other  than  a  simple  aperient, 
|he  name  and  dose  of  the  drug  and  the  time  and 
Cause  of  its  administration." — Rule  19.) 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  acknowledge 
a.  Petition  from  the  Midwives'  Institute  praying 
the  Board  to  represent  to  the  Privy  Council 
under  Section  i  (c)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  191 8, 
that  it  is  expedient  to  modify  the  Constitution  of 
the  Board  by  conferring  on  the  Institute  power 
to  appoint  a  certified  midwife  as  one  of  its  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Board. 


Removal  of  Names. 
The  names  of  fourteen  midwives  were  removed 
from  the  Roll,  and  their  certificates  cancelled  on 
their  own  request. 

Applications  Granted. 

For  approval  as  Training  School. — The  Dufferin 
Victoria  Hospital,  Calcutta. 

For  approval  as  Teacher. — Midwives  Elizabeth 
Alice  Bosworth  (No.  24747),  Ellen  Chippindale. 
(No.  26387),  Ellen  EUza  Mailing  (No.  .5761), 
Mabel  Winifred  Mellor  (No.   28398). 

Midwives'  Roll. 
^  The  Board  decided,  having  regard  to  the 
special  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  particularly 
to  the  great  expense  involved  in  printing  the 
Midwives'  Roll  at  the  present  time,  that  the  Roll 
for  1 919  be  not  printed  ;  but  that  the  Provisional 
Roll  for  1 919  be  printed  as  usual. 

Reciprocity    with     Scottish     C.M.B. 
The  names  of  eight  midwives  have  been  placed 
on  the  Roll  by  reason  of  their  having  passed  the 
examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Scotland. 

ANNUAL    REPORT. 

The  "  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  191 8," 
just  issued,  shows  that  there  were  on  the  Midwives 
Roll  at  that  date  the  names  of  42,949  women,  a 
nett  increase  of  1,204.  The  trained  midwives 
number  33,548,  and  the  untrained  9,401.  The 
percentage  of  trained  midwives  who  practise  as 
such  is  relatively  small,  about  20.5  per  cent,  of 
the  trained  women  on  the  Roll.  Of  the  untrained 
48.4  per  cent,  are  in  practice,  though  frequently 
to  a  small  extent  only. 

The  total  number  of  practising  midwives — dis- 
tinguished by  a  dagger  prefixed  to  the  name  in 
the  Roll — is  11,440,  of  whom  6,896,  or  60.2  per 
tent.,  are  trained,  and  4,553,  or  39  per  cent., 
untrained. 

The  levies  on  the  Local  Supervising  authorities 
to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  Board's  revenue  for 
1 91 7  amounted  to  £'^,151  7s.  7d.  The  question 
of  the  inspection  of  training  schools  conducted 
by  midwives  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Board,  and  it  resolved  that  the  Institutions  and 
Homes  under  the  management  of  approved  mid- 
wives,  in  London  and  the  neighbourhood,  should 
be  dealt  with.  They  appointed  a  teacher  of  pupil 
midwives  of  long  experience  as  Inspector. 


Any  Nurse  or  Midwife  or  member  of  the  public 
who  is  a  clever  cook  may  win  5s.  by  sending  to 
"  Cookery  Book,"  "  Glaxo,"  155-157,  Great 
Portland  Street,  W.  i,  a  new  and  original  recipe. 
The  firm  are  compiling  a  Cookery  Book,  and  wan|: 
it  to  contain  new  and  original  recipes.  For  details 
see  page  iv  in  our  advertisement  columns. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE,  ENDOWMENT    OF    NURSE    TRAINING 
SCHOOLS. 

Both  the  unprofessional  papers,  which  are 
edited  and  under  the  control  of  lay  persons, 
appear  exceedingly  perturbed  that  the  National 
Council  of  Women  is  taking  up  the  question 
of  "  Trained  Nurses'  Hours  of  Work  and 
Salaries,"  and  have  formed  a  Joint  Committee, 
with  representatives  of  Nurses'  Organizations 
and  medical  men  to  enquire  seriously  into  these 
matters,  which  are  of  such  extreme  interest  to 
people  of  all  classes. 

These  journals,  run  by  publishing  companies 
and  controlled  by  hospital  governors,  appear 
to  imagine  that  no  one  has  any  right  to  form, 
or  express,  an  opinion  on  nursing  matters 
— excepting  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  They 
apparently  are  oblivious  of  the  fact  that,  as  at 
present  constituted,  the  College  Council  is  just 
the  type  of  (body  from  which  neither  hospital 
committees,  nor  working  nurses,  are  prepvared 
to  receive  dictation ;  whereas  the  considered 
opinion  of  nurses,  doctors,  and  members  of  the 
public — who  are  not  themselves  responsible  for 
the  financial  control  of  hospitals — is  much 
more  likely  to  be  unprejudiced,  on  the  hours 
probationary  nurses  should  work,  and  what 
would  be  just  remuneration  for  their  services. 

The  fact  is  that  the  men  and  women  com- 
posing the  College  Council  are  those  who  are 
largely  responsible  for  the  present  conditions — 
and  they  cannot  be  judge  and  jury  too. 

Also,  is  it  presumable  that,  let  us  say,  the 
Treasurer  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
(Lord  Sandhurst)  and  his  fellow  Almoners, 
who  govern  that  historic  Charity,  and  other 
masculine  hospital  Boards,  will  welcome  sug- 
gestions made  by  the  Matron,  as  the  mouth- 
piece of  an  outside  body,  largely  composed  of 
the  Matrons  of  kindred  institutions?  We  do 
not  think  so ;  but  all  hospital  committees  will 
sooner  or  later  be  compelled  to  consider  public 
opinion,  and  public  opinion  which  expresses 
sound  conclusions,  after  due  consideration  of 
expert  advice,  offered  in  a  harmonious  spirit, 
is  bound  to  be   taken   into  consideration  by 


those  dependent  upon  public  subscriptions  for 
the  upkeep  of  the  institutions  they  control.  If 
the  voluntary  hospitals  are  to  continue  their 
good  work  for  the  public,  they  have  "  got  to 
get  a  move  on,"  and  we  all  know  how  difficult 
that  is,  generation  after  generation,  without 
the  stimulus  of  public  opinion.  Hospital  Com- 
mittees can  invite  their  Matrons  to  offer  sug- 
gestions, on  which  they  may  or  may  not  act. 
But  when  vox  populi  exclaims,  in  no  uncertain 
tone  :  *'  Hi  !  good  gentlemen,  trustees  of  public 
monies,  wherefore  do  the  damsels  under  your 
management  work  8o  hours  a  week — for  a 
halfpenny  an  hour?  We  like  it  not;  to  us  it  is 
unseemly  that  such  conditions  pertain  in  so- 
called  charitable  institutions,  and  if  you  cannot 
find  means  to  alter  these  things,  we  intend  to 
close  our  purses  very  tight  " — then  such  "good 
gentlemen  "  will  ponder  on  these  things,  and 
they  will  cease  to  be. 

In  these  meanwhiles,  however,  other  things 
may  come  to  pass,  and  our  hospital  managers 
may  well  answer  the  vox  populi  in  some  such 
strain  as  this  : — 

"  We  also  have  sympathy  with  these  our 
damsels ;  their  hours  of  labour  are  too  long, 
and  we  like  not  that  their  poor  feet  become 
flat ;  neither  do  we  think  that  they  can  have 
a  good  time  on  a  halfpenny  an  hour;  but  evolu- 
tion is  costly,  and  if  these  same  damsels  are  to 
be  efficiently  educated  for  their  highly  skilled 
profession,  if  they  are  to  be  well  housed,  well 
fed,  well  clothed,  and  laundried,  and  their 
labour  is  not  to  pay  the  toll,  then  let  vox 
populi  announce  with  no  uncertain  sound  that 
our  Nursing  Schools  musf  be  endowed,  not 
with  charity  doles,  but  by  the  State,  so  that 
■nursing  skill  may  be  available  for  all,  in  the 
maintenance  of  National  Health.  We  have 
done  our  best,  and  with  the  means  at  our  dis- 
posal we  have  not  done  so  badly.  We  agree 
that  these  our  damsels  are  eminently  worthy 
of  generous  consideration.  We  therefore  beg 
to  refer  the  consideration  of  the  whole  question 
of  just  nursing  conditions  to  the  coming 
Ministry  of  Health."  . 

That  appears  a  practical  solution  of  the 
difficulty. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


HAVE  YOU  EVER  SEEN  A  GHOST?  HP  SO,  GIVE 

YOUR  EXPERIENCE  ACCURATELY,  OR  REPEAT  THE 

EXPERIENCE  OF  OTHERS  UPON  WHOSE  ACCURACY 

YOU  CAN  RELY? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Theresa  McGrath,  Lloyd  Street 
South,  Moss  Side,  Manchester. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

I  believe  I  can  claim  to  have  seen  a  ghost 
in  the  full  acceptance  of  the  term.  And  yet 
there  is  nothing  in  my  story  to  feed  any  morbid 
desire  for  creepy  sensations.  There  were  no 
jangling  chains  nor  swishing  draperies  to  make 
my  hair  stand  on  end';  no  mysterious  knocks 
to  quicken  the  beating  of  my  heart ;  no  patter- 
ing footsteps  approaching  from  incalculable 
distance  to  fill  me  with  apprehension.  No, 
indeed,  because  to  me  a  ghost  is  not  really  a 
fearsome  thing  to  be  dreaded,  but  the 
phenomenon  which  results  from  the  relation 
of  magnetic  influences  to  the  sub-conscious 
mind.  And  the  ghost  I  saw  was  the  apparition 
of  my  dearest  friend,  from  whom  I  was  parted 
by  the  depths  of  a  mighty  ocean  and  the 
breadth  of  half  a  continent.  Since  I  cannot 
enlarge  on  the  actual  vision  which  came  to  me, 
I  will  give  an  account  of  the  details  which  seem 
to  be  connected  with  It. 

At  the  time  it  occurred  I  was  a  probationer 
nurse,  and  on  duty  in  the  wards  at  night. 
During  the  day  I  slept  in  a  room  that  was 
divided  from  another  by  means  of  a  low  parti- 
tion which  did  not  prevent  conversation 
between  the  occupants,  although  otherwise 
there  was  privacy.  One  day  my  colleague  said 
she  vv^as  going  out,  and  that  she  would  post  a 
letter  I  had  been  writing  if  it  was  ready.  My 
letter  was  finished,  but  curiously  enough  I  felt 
a  reluctance  to  part  with  it.  I  explained  to 
Nurse  that,  having  written  a  very  mopey  letter 
to  my  friend  because  of  an  overpowering  feel- 
ing that  something  was  wrong,  I  hesitated  to 
send  it  on  such  a  long  journey  (United  States), 
and  would  wait  to  see  if  I  could  write  some- 
thing in  a  more  cheerful  mood. 

The  next  day  I  went  to  bed  with  rhy  letter 
still  unposted,  as  I  had  been  unable  to  shake 
off  the  spirit  of  depression  which  had  taken 
possession  of  me.  Whilst  the  daylight  was 
still  streaming  into  niy  room,  I  was  suddenly 
awakened,  and  sat  up  in  bed  to  see  my  friend 
looking  at  me  from  the  foot  of  my  bedstead. 
There  she  was,  as  clear  as  ever  I  saw  her  in 
this  world,  and  that  was  my  last  glimpse  of 
her,  living  or  dead.  She  was  wearing  a  night- 
dress, and  the  impression  was  so  great,  that  I 


addressed  her  and  asked  why  she  was  stand- 
ing there.  My  voice  must  have  roused  the 
nurse  in  the  next  room,  because  she  called  out, 
"  Who  are  you  talking  to,  Nurse?  Have  you 
seen  a  ghost?  "  Immediately  my  friend  dis- 
appeared, and  I  answered,  "Yes,  I  have  seen 
the  ghost  of  A ,  and  I  know  now  that  some- 
thing must  be  wrong.  She  wants  me." 
"You're  a  queer  girl,"  said  my  colleague. 
"  I'm  too  sleepy  to  doubt  you.  Tell  me  all 
about  it  to-morrow." 

Two  days  afterwards  news  came  by  cable 
from  America  that  my  friend  had  succumbed 
under  anaesthetic,  whilst  undergoing  an  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis. 

I  do  not  touch  upon  my  grief  at  that  period', 
the  object  now  being  to  prove  the  authenticity 
of  ghostly  visitants. 

I  never  discovered  if  my  friend  was  living 
at  the  time  she  appeared  to  me,  but  my  firm 
opinion  is  that  she  must  have  been;  that  the 
keen  desire  she  felt  for  the  presence  of  loving 
friends  instead  of  strangers,  mingled  with  the 
poignant  despair  upon  hearing  a  further  opera- 
tion was  necessary  (it  was  the  second  in  twenty- 
four  hours),  resulted  in  telepathic  communica- 
tion with  a  responsive  mind,  which  culminated 
in  the  apparition. 

The  effect  of  unknown  influences  on  the 
human  mind  is  certainly  a  study  for  psycho- 
logists. What  we,  call  our  "  inclination  "  is 
but  the  conscious  acknowledgment  of  this  sub- 
conscious response  to  unknown  attractions. 

It  seems  clear  to  me  that  intuition  is  the 
sixth  sense,  and  that  it  is  the  master  sense. 
The  five  acknowledged  senses  are  carnal  and 
belong  to  our  conscious  mind,  whilst  the  sixth 
sense  is  purely  intellectual  and  integrally  bound 
up  with  the  spiritual  or  sub-conscious  mind. 

Its  full  development  depends  upon  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  five  senses  and  the  striving  after 
magnetic  influences  through  such  forces  as 
imagination,  memory,  and  conscience  or 
reasoning  power. 

Consequently,  we  find  it  highly  developed  in 
persons  who  have  lived  through  harsh  experi- 
ences, especially  in  those  who  have  been  forced 
in  their  youth  to  cultivate  self-control.  This  in 
itself  is  sufficient  to  cause  inward  reflection,  and 
improves  the  imagination,  the  memory,  and  the 
conscience. 

All  this  may  not  seem  to  have  much  to  do 
with  a  ghost  story,  but  it  is  a  brief  explanation 
of  my  conception  of  the  spiritual.  The  sub- 
conscious mind  is  the  soul ;  and  intuition,  be- 
sides being  the  highest  and  most  delightful 
sense,  is  the  key  to  immortality. 

All  that  has  been  done  for  progress  in  the 
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world  has  been  due  to  this  sixth  sense  in  the 
great  ones  of  the  past,  who  have  never  been 
understood  and  appreciated  by  the  bulk  of  their 
contemporaries,  though  sometimes  they  have 
been  canonised  by  the  people  of  succeeding 
generations,  who,  in  turn,  persecute  their  own 
'*  super-humans." 

The  ghost  need  not  be  feared  by  those  who 
commune  with  spirits  and  mortify  the  flesh,  and 
I  hardly  think  they  need  fear  anything  physical 
either.  They  may  succeed  in  immortalising 
their  souls,  which  are  more  precious  than  their 
bodies. 

Hallucinations  of  a  fearsome  kind  may  come 
to  the  sensual  and  greedy  when  their  five  carnal 
sehses  are  dulled  to  impotence,  and  the  master 
sense  has  free  play  with  their  distorted  con- 
ceptions of  the  infinite. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  received  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Mena  M.  G.  Bielby,  Miss 
Evelyn  Williams,  Miss  E.  Cooper,  Miss 
Winifred  Appleton,  Miss  Mary  Somers,  Miss 
Ellen  Lawson,  Miss  M.  M.  Cornock,  and  Miss 
Annie  Giffen. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

What  are  the  duties  of  the  nurse  in  caring  for 
a  case  of  influenzal  pneumonia?  What  pre- 
cautions should  she  take  for  her  own  protection  ? 


INFLUENZA  AND  ITS  PREVENTION. 


Sir  Malcolm  Morris,  Presidemt  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Hygiene,  occupied  the  chair  at  an 
interesting  Conference,  convened  by  the  Insti- 
tute, and  held  at  33,  Devonshire  Street, 
London,  W.  i,  on  Friday,  February  28th,  and 
said  in  his  opening  remarks  that  in  these  days 
of  conferences  there  could  not,  at  the  present 
moment,  be  a  more  important  subject  on  which 
a  Conference  could  take  place  than  that  of  com- 
bating influenza. 

The  public  were  looking  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  instruct  them  how  to  prevent  the 
disease  from  spreading.  He  asked  for  the 
opinion  of  the  speakers  on  the  following 
points  : — 

Is  there  any  relation  between  climate  and 
influenza? 

Is  it  proved  to  demonstration  that  it  is  a 
crowd  disease? 

Why  does  it  attack  individuals  in  isolated 
places? 

What  relation  does  the  common  cold  in  the 
head  bear  to  influenza? 

For  "  light  and  leading  "  on  the  great  ques- 
tion of  masks. 


What  is  the  true  position  of  alcohol? 
Should  prophylactic  vaccines  be  used,  espe- 
cially against  infection  by  streptococci  ?  • 

Incidentally,  Sir  Malcolm  Morris  expressed 
the  opinion  that  alcohol  is  not  an  essential, 
either  as  a  preventive  or  ir  treatment. 

He  remarked,  further,  that  last  November, 
when  the  epidemic  was  so  severe  in  London, 
the  employes  in  the  tubes  did  not  suffer 
materially,  but  those  on  the  omnibuses  and 
trams  suffered  enormously. 

The  speakers  included  Sir  St.  Clair  Thom- 
son, who  expressed  the  opinion  as  to  nasal  and 
throat  douching  that  if  a  person  has  a  healthy 
nose  and  throat  there  is  no  more  reason  to 
wash  the  nose  out  than  to  wash  the  eye  out. 
Nature  should  be  aided  in  its  work  by  blowing 
the  nose.  If  a  patient  suffers  from,  chronic 
catarrh,  then  washing  out  should  be  done. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  emphasised  the  import- 
ance of  medical  research  in  grappling  with  a 
disease  causing  almost  incalculable  damage  in 
money  and  loss  of  life. 

In  regard  to  climate,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
epidemics  of  influenza  occur  in  such  widely 
different  climates  as  the  United  Kingdom, 
India  and  Australia. 

Dr.  Carnegie  Dixon,  in  a  most  interesting 
and  illuminating  speech,  said  that  his  own 
branch  of  medical  pathology  was  that  dealing 
with  the  causation  of  disease,  and  said  that 
one  of  the  most  far-reaching  discoveries  in 
bacteriology  was  that  of  Sir  Rose  Bradford 
and  his  colleagues,  of  a  small  filter-passing 
minute  organism  causing  influenza.  If  this 
diagnosis  was  confirmed,  we  could  study  the 
organism,  and  its  modes  of  life,  and  then  fight 
it.  He  laid  stress  on  the  fact  that  research 
work  in  this  country  had  been  starved,  and  that 
in  Germany,  since  the  war,  chemists  had  sub- 
scribed half  a  million  for  this  purpose. 

In  reply  to  the  question  "  Is  it  a  crowd 
disease?  "  he  said  that  what  constituted  a 
crowd  had  not  been  defined.  It  would  spread 
between  a  crowd  of  two  j>ersons  if  one  had  the 
disease  and  presented  a  focus  of  infection. 

He  also  emphasised  the  danger  of  carriers 
suffering  from  chronic  forms  of  the  disease. 

Masks  were  being  used  in  the  hospitals  to 
which  he  was  attached,  by  the  staff  and  nurses ; 
tlere  was  not  sufficient  evidence  yet  as  to  the 
protection  they  afforded,  but  he  believed  they 
were  useful.  He,  however,  advocatedi  as  a 
surer  protection,  prophylactic  inoculation  with 
a  mixed  vaccine. 

Dr.  Hector  Mackenzie  considered  it  useful  to 
take  2  grains  of  quinine  two  or  three  times  a 
day  during  an  epidemic  of  influenza.     It  wa« 
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not  possible  to  inoculate  directly  against  in- 
fluenza as  we  did  not  know  the  micro-organism 
which  caused  it,  but  great  help  could  be 
obtained  by  vaccinating  against  the  secondary 
effects  by  vaccines  prepared  from  pneumococci 
and  streptococci.  He  did  not  consider  the 
wearing  of  masks  by  the  public,  practicable ; 
the  person,  if  any,  who  should  wear  one  was 
the  infected  person ;  but  the  microbe  of  in- 
fluenza was  so  minute  that  unless  a  mask  was 
made  of  glass  it  was  probably  no  use. 

Dr.  Murray  Leslie  strongly  advocated  inocu- 
lation against  secondary  complications,  saying 
that  the  pneumocoocus  and  the  streptococcus 
were  the  chief  cause  of  death.  It  was  not  a 
complete  protection,  but,  if  an  inoculated 
person  contracted  the  disease,  he  did  so  in  a 
mild  form.  He  emphasised  the  fact  that  vac- 
cines made  from  material  obtained  in  one 
epidemic  were  often  not  efficacious  in  the  next. 
Thus  vaccines  prepared  in  the  November 
epidemic  were  not  sufficient  now. 

We  gathered  from  this  interesting  Confer- 
ence (i)  that  there  is  little  protection  at  present 
to-  be  obtained  from  the  filter-passing  microbe 
causing  influenza. 

(2)  That  protection  from  the  secondary 
effects,  which  are  the  most  deadly,  may  be 
obtained — 

(a)  By  prophylactic  inoculation,  and  that 
those  likely  to  be  brought  in  contact  with 
influenza  patients  should  undergo  this  treat- 
ment. 

(b)  In  a  minor  degree  by  vvearing  masks, 
which  afford  a  certain  amount  of  protection. 


HONOURS   FOR    NURSES. 


SERVICE     IN    MESOPOTAMIA. 
ORDER    OF    THE     BRITISH     EMPIRE. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  g"ve  orders  for  the 
following  appointment  to  the  Most  Excellent  Order 
of  the  British  Empire,  for  valuable  services  ren- 
dered in  connection  with  military  operations  in 
Mesopotamia  :— 

C.B.E.    (Military  Division^ 
Miss  Beatrice  T.  Jones,  R.R.C.,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

THE     NURSING    SERVICES. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
\vith  the  Forces  in  Mesopotamia:—^ 

ROYAL    RED    CROSS. 

First  Class. 

Miss  E.  H.  M.  Downie,  Sister,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R. ; 

Miss    N.     Nicholls,     Sister,    T.F.N. S.  ;     Miss     D. 


Rothery,    Sister,    Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. ;    Miss    E.    C. 
Sutton,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Second  Class. 

Miss  M.  A.  Brown,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.; 
Miss  C.  E.  Eason,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.; 
Miss  M.  A.  Edge,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.; 
Mrs.  A.  M.  George,  T. /Nurse,  Temp.  Nursing 
Serv.,  India;  Miss  C.  M.  Henderson,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  W.  M.  Jones,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I. M  N.S.R.;  Miss  B.  F.  Joyce,  Sister, 
Q  A.I. M.N.S.R. ;  Miss  A.  M.  Letts,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  J.  Mann,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  F.  M.  Mendes,  T./Nurse, 
Temp.  Nursing  Serv. ;  Miss  E.  A.  Morris,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  F.  W.  Nice,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  A.  Osborne,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  E.  Swift,  Sister,  T.F.N.S. ; 
Miss  I.  C.  McL.  Young,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 


The  King  held  an  Investiture  in  the  Ball  Room 
at  Buckingham  Palace  on  February  26th.  Amongst 
those  honoured  were  the  following  ladies,  whom 
His  Majesty  decorated  with  the  Royal  Red  Cross: — 

First  Class. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Louisa 
Tobo. 

Second  Class. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sisters  Ethel 
Butler  and  Elizabeth  Geoghegan. 


The  King  decorated  the  following  ladies  at 
Buckingham  Palace'last  Saturday  : — 

First  Class. 

Sister  Jean  Taggart,  Queen  Alexandra's  Im- 
perial Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

Second  Class. 

Sister  Margaret  Heggie,  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service   Reserve. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Jessie 
Baxter,  Sister  Emma  Cuthbert,  Sister  Minnie 
Mears,  Sister  Christense  Sorenson,  Sister  Ethel 
Soutar,  Staff  Nurse  Gladys  Jarrett,  Staff  Nurse 
Ethel  Meade,  and  Staff  Nurse  Lilian  Rutherford. 

Civil  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Mary  Smith, 
Sister  Helen  Morton,  and  Sister  Agnes  Quinn. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. — Sister  Maggie 
Jackson. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — ^Mrs.  Marguerite 
Clement,  Mrs.  Mary  Hewlett  Johnson,  and  Miss 
Rita  Pitts. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Miss  Winifred  Elwes,  Voluntary  Aid  Detach- 
ment, Ambulance  Driver. 

Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough 
House  the  Members  of  the  Military  and  Civil 
Nursing  services  who  have  been  awarded  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  and  the  Military  Medal,  sub- 
sequent to  the  Investitures  at  Buckingham  Palace. 
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TWO    HEROINES. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  The  Gentle- 
woman, we  are  able  to  insert  the  charming  pictures 
of  Miss  Callender  and  Miss  Courtis,  who  have 
been  decorated  by  His  Majesty  with  the  MiUtary 
Medal  for  bravery  in  the  field.  Both  ladies  went 
out  during  Air  Raids  and  picked  up  the  wounded, 
showing  the  greatest  courage  and  devotion  in  the 
performance  of  their  dangerous  duties. 


AMERICAN    NURSE    HONOURED. 

The  Distinguished  Service  Cross  has  been 
bestowed  by  President  Wilson  on  Miss  Mary 
MacDonald,  of  New  York,  for  extraordinary 
heroism     displayed     while     on     duty    with    the 


enter  the  service,  and  that  immobile  qualified 
maisseuses  should  lose  their  pay  on  becoming 
sick. 

A  resolution  was  passed  demanding  the  can- 
cellation of  the  instruction,  and  urging  that  the 
masseuses  be  regarded  as  professional  women, 
and  entitled  to  special  medical  benefits  and 
travelling  facilities.  Also  that  the  yearly  incre- 
ment in  pay  be  increased  to  5s.,  and  that  full  sick 
pay  be  granted  for  six  weeks  to  those  in  the 
immobile  category. 

HIGHER     PAY    FOR     NAVAL    SISTERS. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  to  be  asked 
this  week  to  give  an  increase  of  salary  to  the 
Nursing  Sisters  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Naval 
Nursing  Service.     It  is  a  small,  select  and  very 


MI5S  CALLENDER  AND  MISS  COURTIS  DECORATED  WITH  THE  MM.  FOR  BRAVERY 


American    Army    Nursing    Corps,  in  one    of   the 
British  casualty  clearing  stations  in  France. 

Miss  MacDonald  was  on  duty  in  the  operating 
room  during  a  bombardment  by  German  aero- 
planes, and  remained  at  her  post  until  a  splinter 
from  a  shell  struck  and  destroyed  the  sight  of 
her  right-eye.  General  Pershing  personally  recom- 
mended Miss  MacDonald. 


ARMY    MASSAGE. 

PROTEST    AGAINST     UNQUALIFIED 
PRACTITIONERS. 

A  meeting  of  the  Almeric  Paget  Massage  Club, 
inaugurated  last  November,  for  masseuses  and 
masseurs  employed  by  the  War  Office,  was  held 
on  Saturday,  says  The  Times,  to  protest  against 
a  recent  Army  Council  Instruction  that  unqualified 
masseuses    and    masseurs   should    be*  allowed   to 


silent   Service,    so   we   hope   the   appeal  will   be 
granted. 

CROSS    OF    MERIT     FOR    QUEENS. 

The  Duchess  of  Aosta,  the  Head  of  the  ItaUan 
Red  Cross,  has  presented  to  the  Queen,  and  to 
Queen  Alexandra  the  Cross  of  Merit  on  behalf  of 
the  President  of  the  Italian  Red  Cross  Society. 

A    NEW    BADGE. 

Miss  De  Courcy  L.  Dewar,  of  the  Glasgow 
School  of  Art,  has  designed  an  artistic  badge, 
which  is  to  be  worn  by  certificated  nurses  who 
have  received  their  training  at  the  Western 
Infirmary,  Glasgow.  The  badge,  which  is  oval  in 
shape,  is  executed  in  silver  and  blue  enamel,  and 
bears  the  crest  of  the  Infirmary  in  relief.  As  the 
Western  Infirmary  is  one  of  the  leading  nursing 
schools  in  Scotland,  nurses  trained  there  will  wear 
their  badge  with  pride. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


CONFERENCE, 

THE     PLACE    OF     THE     TRAINED     NURSE 
IN     PUBLIC    HEALTH    WORK. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Association  of 
Trained  Nurses  engaged  in  Public  Health  Work 
asks  us  to  remind  our  members  and  other  nurses 
of  the  Conference  to  be  held  to-day  (Saturday),  at 
3  p.m.,  at  II,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  when  the  above  subject  will  be  under 
discussion. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess  Christian,  has 
graciously  consented  to  preside  at  this  first  Con- 
ference arranged  by  the  Committee  appointed  on 
January  loth  last,  and  the  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Holmes,  Hon.  Domestic  Chaplain  to  Queen 
Alexandra,  Dr.  Rorke,  and  Miss  Le  Geyt  will 
be  the  speakers. 

MANSION    HOUSE    MEETING. 

Nurses  and  their  friends  are  reminded  of  the 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Mansion  House  on 
Thursday,  13th  inst.,  at  3  p.m.  It  is  hoped  that 
our  own  members  and  those  of  the  affiliated 
societies  will  make  every  effort  to  be  present  to 
support  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  speakers. 

THE  SOUTH  AUSTRALIAN  BRANCH. 

The  last  report  from  the  South  Australian 
Branch  of  the  Association  is  very  satisfactory  and 
the  number  of  nurses  joining  the  daughter  Asso- 
ciation is  steadily  increasing  in  each  half-year. 
The  Committee  express  their  pleasure  on  the 
decision  of  Dr.  Steele  and  Dr.  Duguid  to  accept 
seats  on  the  Committee  and  their  appreciation  of 
much  helpful  advice  from  Mr.  Martin  in  connection 
with  matters  connected  with  finance.  Many  of 
the  Army  Sisters  have  already  returned  from  the 
front  and  the  Committee  hope  that  before  long 
the  work  of  the  Branch  Association  will  again  be 
carried  on  with  its  former  smoothness.  The 
problems  arising  from  the  shortage  of  nurses  have 
been  very  difficult  ones,  throughout  the  past  few 
years.  The  half-yearly  balance-sheet  shows  the 
financial  position  of  the  Association  to  be  highly 
satisfactory,  and  the  report  closes  with  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  done  on  behalf  of  the  Asso- 
ciation by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Cecil  Corbin. 


REORGANISATION. 

We  read  in  the  signs  of  the  times  a  warning 
writ  la'-ge  upon  the  wall,  that  a  time  of  upheaval, 
a  time  full  of  crieis  to  employer  and  employed 
alike,  is  upon  us.  A  time  it  is,  pregnant  with 
fate,  pregnant,  as  many  beheve,  with  grave 
danger  as  regards  the  future  (and  it  certainly  is 
so  for  the  nurses),  but  none  the  less  is  it  a  time 
big  with  opportunity  for  a  great  rebuilding. 
Everywhere — ^be  it  in  th^  world  of  art,  of  politics, 
of  hterature,  or  even  in  nature  itself — -we  find 
a  continual  process  of  breaking  and  binding,  of 
breaking  and  binding  again,  and  always  again. 
To-day  in  our  national  life,  in  all  its  branches, 
this  process  is  going  on  more  universally  and 
with  greater  force  than  ever  before  in  the  history 
of  the  world ;  and  it  follows  that  every  class  in 
the  community  must  recognise  to  the  full  the 
potency  of  the  upheaval  and  so  organise  as  to 
secure  for  each  its  rightful  place  in  the  great 
re-building,  in  the  grand  new  fabric  of  national 
life,  in  which  each  individual  has  a  responsibility' 
as  an  architect  "  building  in  the  walls  of  time." 
Otherwise  inevitably  there  must  follow  the  days, 
the  months,  the  years,  when  they  will  sit  by  their 
untrinimed  lamps  like  the  Virgins  of  old,  and  it 
will  avail  them  nothing  then  to  rate  against  the 
various  restrictions,  limitations  and  impediments 
in  their  path,  which  are  but  the  fruits  of  failure 
to  take  the  tide  at  its  turning. 

Up  to  the  present,  the  nurses  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  faced  with  any  serious  "  labour 
crisis."  Demobilisation  goes  on  gradually, 
but  increasingly  into  our  correspondence  there 
comes  the  refrain  "  I  will  soon  have  to  be  looking 
out  for  something."  But  why  "  soon  "  ?  Why 
not  "  now  "  ?  When  we  put  the  question  thus, 
we  do  not  wish  it  to  be  taken  too  literally,  not 
as  indicating  that  each  nurse  must  commence 
making  diligent  search  to  secure  for  herself  some 
particular  niche.  The  matter  is  a  wider  one  than 
that.  No  longer  can  we  depend  on  ourselves 
alone  as  individuals  in  order  to  progress.  Human- 
ity has  gone  beyond  that.  It  must  grasp  the 
fact  that  its  building  is  to  go  out  into  the  future 
now,  and  that  it  must  lose  the  narrow  outlook 
of  the  individual  in  that  of  the  community, 
inevitably,  however,  prosperity  in  any  profession 
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or  community  brings  security  and  well-being  to 
its  members.  Labour  has  realised*  this,  and 
organised.  The  medical  profession  did  so  long 
ago,  and  we  would  have  the  nurses  grasp  the 
present  position  of  affairs,  take  time  by  the  fore- 
lock, and  themselves  prepare  their  profession  for 
their  demobiUsation,  paving  the  way  to  secure 
greater  security  for  their  professional  qualfications 
and  for  their  economic  position.  Demobilisation 
bureaux,  useful  up  to  a  certain  extent,  will  not 
meet  the  case ;  organisation  on  the  part  of 
nurses  will.  The  former  are  apt  to  become  in 
some  degree,  soporifics,  all  too  readily  swallowed 
by  women  who  adopt  the  attitude  that  "  some- 
thing will  turn  up ;  it  will  surely  all  come  right 
some  day."  The  latter  claims  for  individuals  a 
mental  awakening  to  enquire  into  facts,  a  mental 
activity  in  regard  to  the  management  of  their 
own  profession  and  their  own  economic  affairs. 

Demobilisation  bureaux  are  no  antidote  to 
certain  conditions  which  have  arisen  in  the  course 
of  the  last  few  years.  Increased  numbers  of 
nurses  have  been  turned  out,  and  rightly  so,  by 
the  hospital  schools.  By  the  absence  of  an 
adequate  supply  of  fully  qualified  nurses  to  meet 
civiUan  needs,  numbers  of  very  inadequately 
qualified  people  have  got  themselves  seated 
firmly  in  the  saddle,  and  the  latest  development 
is  the  proposal  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
to  provide  specialists,  if  one  may  so  describe 
them,  to  take  over  a  great  part  of  the  grand  field 
of  preventive  work  which  we  had  looked  forward 
to  as  the  heritage  of  those  who  have  qualified 
themselves  by  years  of  arduous  training  to  under- 
take such  work.  Never  was  there  clearer  proof, 
if  it  were  wanted,  that  one  chairman,  however 
well  intentioned  he  may  be,  cannot  serve  bodies 
which  have  rival  interests.  Time  and  again  we 
have  advised  our  trained  nurses  to  take  one  or 
other  of  the  various  examinations  in  Public  Health 
work,  as  it  seemed  likely  to  prove,  in  the  near 
future,  the  most  valuable  of  any  branch  of  special 
training  to  the  nurses;  and  now  the  Chairman 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  is  one  of  the  chief  pro- 
moters of  a  scheme  to  secure  for  his  V.A.D.s  this 
magnificent  field  of  work,  for  which  a  knowledge 
of  nursing,  as  acquired  in  a  military  hospital, 
provides  no  experience  whatever.  We  note  that 
the  suggestion  has  been  made  that  in  every  village 
throughout  the  land  the  "  village  nurse,"  herself 
with  but  a  few  months'  hospital  experience,  shall 
work  in  co-operation  with  a  V.A.D.,  and  that 
poor  mothers  and  babies  in  rural  districts  shall 
depend  upon  these  insufficiently  trained  women 
for  guidance  and  care  ! 

It  is  only  by  active  co-operation  as  individuals 
that  the  nurses  can  save  the  situation,  and  one 
has  but  to  look  down  the  fist  of  advertisements 
for  nurses  to  see  how  serious  their  economic 
position  is.  If  the  nurses  would  but  develop  the 
creative  power  that  is  in  them,  although  in  all  too 
many  cases  it  has  been  stunted  somewhat  by  lack 
of  freedom  and  free  will,  by  the  fostering  of  the 
group  soul  instead  of  a  spirit  of  self-determination 
in  hospital  life,  they  would  soon  have  the  helm  of 
the  future  of  their  profession  in  their  own  control. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Mabel  Carter,  who  is  at  present  working 
at  Crag  Head  Military  Hospital,  Bournemouth, 
has  been  appointed  Matron  at  St.  Edith's  School, 
Brackley.  More  such  posts  as  this  might,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  schools,  be  fi'led  by  trained 
nurses.  Many  women,  now  acting  as  school 
Matrons,  have  excellent  organising  abilities,  but 
only  a  smattering  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
affecting  the  health  of  child-life  and  of  the  varia- 
tions from  the  normal,  which  often  commence  so 
insidiously.  Not  long  ago  we  heard  of  a  case 
where  a  mother  lost  her  only  child  from  consump- 
tion, and  afterwards  it  was  ascertained  that  at 
school  he  had  been  much  in  contact  with,  and 
had  even  slept  with,  another  boy,  who,  it  was 
discovered  later,  suffered  from  consumption. 
Had  there  been  a  trained  nurse  in  the  school,  the 
symptoms  of  the  first  child  attacked  might  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  a  medical  man  at 
a  much  earlier  date  than  was  the  case,  and  so 
one  life,  at  least,  might  have  been  spared.  At 
this  time,  in  all  branches  of  work  connected  with 
the  care  of  child-life,  "  nothing  but  the  best  is 
good  enough,"  as  regards  the  care  of  those  to 
whom  such^  responsibility  is  entrusted. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks 
donations  from  the  following  : — 

General  Purposes  Fund— -Sydney  Pitt,  Esq. 
(Solicitor  of  the  Corporation),  £21  ;  Miss  C. 
Liddiatt,  £2  ;  Miss  Milford,  7s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Bnggs, 
2S.  6d.  ;  Miss  CliflEord,  2s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Garland, 
2S.  6d.  ;  Miss  Gurnett,  2s.  ;  Miss  Cater,  is.  ;  Miss 
Ramsden  is.  ;  Miss  Hal  sail,  6d.  ;  Miss  Welch,  6d. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. — ^Miss  Liddiatt,  £2  ; 
W.  A.  Baird,  Esq.,  £1  13s.  4d.  ;  W.  Moseley,  Esq., 
14s  ;  b.  Gobbin,  Esq.,  13s.  4d.  ;  E.  Bal'eine,  Esq., 
los.  ;  Edwin  Collins,  Esq.,  7s.  ;  A.  A.  Davies,  Esq., 
7s.  ;  Miss  Briggs,  5s.  ;  Mrs.  Sheriiker,  5s.  ;  Miss 
Tisdall  5s.  ;  Miss  C.  Carter,  3s.  ;  Miss  Garland, 
2s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Ford,  2s.  6d. .;  Miss  Milford,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Miss  Holt,  IS.  8d.  ;  Miss  White,  is.  6d.  ;  Miss 
Ayers,  is.  ;  Miss  Baylis,  is.  ;  Miss  Fisher,  is.  ; 
Miss  Halkett,  is. ;  Miss  Holdsworth,  is.  ;  Miss 
Hore,  IS.  ;  Miss  Tabuteau,  is.  ;  Miss  Welch,  is.  ; 
Miss  Wil'iams,  is. 

Settlement  Fund.— Miss  Lawrence,  £1  is.  ;  W.  A. 
Baird,  Esq..  ;^i  13s.  4d.  ;  W.  Moseley,  Esq.,  149-  • 
S.  Gobbin,  Esq.,  13s.  6d.  ;  E.  Balleine,  Esq..  los.  ; 
Edwin  Collins,  Esq.,  7s.  ;  A.  A.  Davies,  Esq^,  7s-  ; 
Miss  Briggs,  5s.  ;  Miss  Mar  sham,  5s.  ;  Miss  Gitten. 
IS.  6d.  ;  Miss  Welch,  is.  . 

Fund  for  State  Registration. —For  Miss  Irvmg, 
/id  8s.  ;  per  Miss  Budd,  £1  i6s. ;  Miss  S.  Morns. 
/I  OS.  9d.;  A.  L..  per  Miss  Cattell,  £1  ;  Miss  Russell , 
IIS.  ;  Miss  E.  C.  Clarke,  los.  6d.  ;  Miss  E.  C. 
Glauville,  los.  ;  Miss  M.  Lowe.  los.  ;  Miss  G.  Brice 
7s.  6d.  ;  E.  R.  C  5s  ;  Miss  Eckesley.  5s. ;  Miss 
Morgan,  5s.  ;  Miss  Saunders  5s.  ;  Miss  S.  B.  Lugar, 
28.  6d.  ;  Miss  E.  R.  Scott,  is.  6d.  ;  Miss  Helsby.  is. 
(Signed)     Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corj^oration. 
10.  Orchard  Street,  London,  W.  i. 
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NURSING    ECHOES.  APPOINTMENTS. 


A  circular  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Clerks  of  Borough  Councils  by  the  Fever 
Nurses'  Association  in  the  hope  of  securing  a 
more  uniform  scale  in  the  salaries  paid  to 
Nurses  in  Fever  Hospitals  throughout  the 
country,  and  of  meeting  the  ever-increasing 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  women  to  train 
as  Fever  Nurses.  The  Association  recom- 
mends the  following  minimum  scale  of 
salaries  : — (i)  Probationers  and  Junior  Assist- 
ant  Nuirses. — First  year,  ^£20;  second  year, 
£2/^.  (2)  Staff  Nurses. — ;^2^  to  j^^o  per 
annum.  (3)  Sisters. — (a)  General  Trained  and 
holding  a  recognized  Fever  Certificate,  £46, 
rising  by  increments  of  ^^2  per  annum  to  ;^5o  ; 
(b)  General  Trained  but  not  holding  a  Fever 
Certificate,  £44,  rising  by  increments  of  £2 
to  ;^5o.  (Sisters  under  heading  (b)  who  obtain 
the  Fever  Certificates  during  the  first  or  second 
year  to  receive  an  increment  of  £4  at  the  end 
of  such  year,  thus  enabling  them  to  obtain  ;^50 
in  two  instead  of  three  years.)  (4)  Night 
Superintendent. — £60  per  annum.  (5)  Assist- 
ant Matron. — ;^7o  to  ;^ioo  per  annum.  (6) 
Matron. — ;^ioo  ta;^20o  per  annum,  according 
to  the  number  of  beds. 

The  Committee  of  the  Fever  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation feel  that  these  salaries  are  extremely 
moderate,  and,  as  regards  the  Sisters  and 
higher  officials,  hardly  represent  an  adequate 
remuneration  for  the  strenuous  life  and  train- 
ing which  every  nurse  must  face. 


There  is  an  interesting  artic'e  in  this  month's 
The  Nineteenth  Century  on  "  Nurse  Cavell : 
The  Story  of  her  Trial,  told  by  one  of  the  Con- 
demned," by  G.  Hostelet,  Doctor  of  Science, 
Brussels. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governors  of  Dr. 
Steevens'  Hospital,  Dublin,  held,  on  25th  ult., 
it  was  decided  that  for  the  future  there  would 
be  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
hours  a  nurse  would  remain  on  duty  in  the 
wards.  It  was  further  decided  that  the  salaries 
of  probationers,  staff  nurses,  and  Sisters  would 
be  substantially  increased,  and  the  entrance  fee 
abolished,  and  that  the  Nurses  will  not  be 
bound  to  the  service  of  the  Hospital  after 
obtaining  their  certificate  of  three  years'  train- 
ing. 

We  congratulate  the  Governors  of  this 
charming  old  hospital,  and  the  Matron,  Miss 
Alice  Reeves,  on  this  progressive  p>olicy,  which 
is  sure  to  result  in  benefit  to  the  charity. 


MATRON. 

Sanitary      Hospital,      Boscombe,     Bournemouth. — 

Miss  Wilcox  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Fulham  Infirmary  and  the 
Parkhill  Hospital,  Liverpool.  She  has  been 
Night  Superintendent  at  the  City  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  County  Borough  of 
Halifax,  Matron  of  the  Runcorn  Hospital  and  the 
Hospital  and  Sanatorium,  Yarnfield  ;  on  active 
duty  with  the  Scottish  Women's  Hospitals,  Miss 
Wilcox  worked  in  Russia,  Roumania  and  France, 
and  was  awarded  the  Military  Medal  of  St. 
George    of  Russia,  in  191 7. 

Maesteg      and      District       Cottage       Hospital.^ 

Miss  F.  HoUister  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Cardiff  Infirmary  ;  has 
been  Matron  in  the  following  hospitals — Tredegar 
Park  Hospital,  Miners'  and  Women's  Hospital 
(Penarth),  St.  Leonard's  Hospital  (Sudbury), 
Aux.  {Caerphilly,  S.  Wales)  ;  and  has  been  a 
member  of  Q. A. I.M.N. S. 

Tolwortli  Isolation  Hospital,  Tolworth. — Miss 
Jane  M.  Seddon  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  for  three  years  at  the  Tolworth  Isola- 
tion Hospital  in  fever  nursing,  and  afterwards 
obtained  a  four-years'  certificate  in  general 
nursing  at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham.  In 
April,  191 4,  she  returned  to  Tolworth  as  Night 
Sister,  but  was  mobilised  on  the  outbreak  of  war 
and  has  since  been  attached  to  the  First  General 
Hospital,  Edgbaston,  for  the  last  thirteen  months 
as  Home  Sister. 

SISTER. 

Maesteg       and      District      Cottage       Hospital. — 

Miss  E.  Hore  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  Wirral  Infirmary,  Bebington, 
Birmingham  ;  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Military 
Hospital,  Torquay,  on  Red  Cross  service. 

Children's    Hospital,    Western    Bank,    Sheffield. — 

Miss  Edith  E.  Bunbridge  has  been  appointed  Ward 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  City  Hospital, 
Seacroft,  Leeds,  and  the  Royal  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

NIGHT    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Ecclesall     Bierlow     Union. — Miss     Lucy     Ellen 
Evans  has  been  appointed  Night  Superintendent. 
She  was  trained  at  St.   Mary's   Hospital,    Man- 
chester, and  has  been  Health  Visitor  under  the . 
Public  Health  Department,  Luton,  and  Staff. 


WEDDING    BELLS. 

Many  friends  will  wish  to  offer  their  good  wishes 
for  her  future  happiness  to  Miss  Alexander, 
Matron  of  the  Tolworth  Isolation  Hospital  (under 
the  Tolworth  Joint  Hospital  Board),  on_the 
occasion  of  her  approaching  marriage. 
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NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


Salaries  Inquiry. 

By  the  demand  made  by  the  organs  running  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  that  only  through  its 
largely  nominated  Council  may  nursing  opinion 
filter  through  to  the  public,  it  appears  to  be 
assumed  that  all  these  burning  nursing  questions 
of  State  Registration,  Hours  of  Work,  Increased 
Pay,  &c.,  are  quite  new.  This  is  rubbish.  The 
nurses  have  been  agitating  for  professional  organisa- 
tion for  thirty  years,  and  certainly  will  not  stand 
aside  because  at  last  their  crying  in  the  wilderness 
has  been  heard. 

State  Registration  to  effect  higher  and  more 
efficient  standards  of  nursing  education  has  been 
advocated  for  years  by  the  more  intelligent  and 
independent  communities  of  nurses  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  College  is  merely 
attempting  to  reap  what  others  have  sown. 
Again,  take  the  investigation  of  nurses'  hours  of 
work.  A  sub-committee  of  the  National  Union 
of  Trained  Nurses  ce voted  much  time  and  con- 
sideration to  this  important  matter,  and  in  19 16 
published  a  very  good  pamphlet,  "  Salaries 
Inquiry,"  which  was  widely  circulated  to  all 
hospitals  and  nurses'  societies.  The  Union  took 
no  exception  to  the  College  doing  the  same  thing 
when  it  appointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
nurses'  hours  of  work,  and  it  has  no  doubt  found 
the  pamphlet  of  the  N. U.T.N,  valuable  and 
instructive. 

Nurses'  Employment  Centre. 
Employers  requiring  fully  trained  niu'ses,  and 
nurses  requiring  posts,  will  find  it  helpful  to 
apply  to  the  Employment  Centre  conducted 
by  the  N.U.T.N.  at  46,  Marsham  Street,  West- 
minster, S.W.  The  following  appointments  have 
been  recently  made  through  the  Centre. 

Appointments. 

South  London  District  Nursing  Association : 
Miss  J.  Lowery. 

Sister,  Headquarters  Hospital,  Exeter :  Miss 
Mears. 

Miss  Rowell's  Nursing  Home,  47-49,  Beaumont 
Street :    Mrs.  Jones. 

Sister,  Roehampton  House  :  Miss  M.  E.  Scott. 

Sister,  Military  Hospital,  Whittingham  :  Miss 
A.  Holmes. 

Night  Sister,  Miss  I.  Combes'  Hospital,  Grange 
Road,  Ealing  :    Mrs.  Type. 

Massage  Sister,  Leicester  Frith  Home  :  Miss 
Plunkett. 

THE     MANCHESTER    BRANCH. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses, 
which  was  held  in  the  Manchester  Social  Club, 
on  Wednesday,  February  26th,  at  5.30  p.m.,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  :— 

' '  That  this  meeting  recognises  the  immediate 
necessity  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
and  urges  upon  the  Government  to  provide 
tacilities  for  renewing  the  progress  of  '  The  Central 


Committee's  Bill,'  which  passed  its  first  reading 
in  the  House  of  Commons  previous  to  the  outbreak 
of  war  ; 

"  Further,  we  strongly  protest  against  the 
opposition  Bill  promoted  by  The  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  which  is  calculated  to  further  the 
interests  of  a  new  Society,  and  also  defeats  the 
object  of  State  Registration  by  providing  for  an 
unlimited  number  of  Supplementary  Registers." 
Theresa  McGrath,  Hon.  Sec. 

THE    CHILDREN    OF   THE    POOR. 

At  a  meeting  in  *London  of  representatives  of 
various  societies  interested  in  infant  and  child 
welfare,  held  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley,  the  functions  of  the  suggested  central 
council  for  co-ordinating  the  work  were  discussed 
and  approved.  Further  information  on  the 
subject  will  be  issued  after  the  representatives 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  reporting  to  their 
societies. 

None  of  the  trained  nurses'  organisations  were 
invited  to  be  present.  We  hear  there  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  amongst  trained  nurses  not  to  accept 
service  in  public  health  nursing  under  untrained 
Superintendents,  Supervisors,  Health  Visitors,  or 
Red  Cross  Commandants,  and  that  they  are 
instructing  poor  mothers  to  claim  trained  and 
highly  skilled  nurses  in  welfare  work. 


BABY    WEEK    COMPETITIONS. 

The  National  Baby  Week  Council  announces  various 
19 19  competitions  in  connection  with  Baby  Welfare. 
Open  Competitions. 
Prizes  are  offered  for  : —  • 

1.  A  week's  programme  of  how  to  make  an  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  attractive  and  instructive  (a)  in  town; 
{b)  in  the  country. 

2.  The  three  best  original  postcards  in  black_^and 
white. 

3.  The  best  set  of  bold  original  illustrations  fcr 
decoration  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

4.  The  best  motto,  with  pictorial  representationi 
suitable  for  Baby  Week. 

5.  The  best  original  toy,  the  parts  so  constructed 
that  it  can  be  dissected  and  rebuilt  by  a  child. 

Special  Competitions. 

1.  For  School  Teachers  only  : — • 

The  best  suggestions,  worked  out  with  examples, 
for  a  School  Baby  Week  (remembering  that  19 19  is 
an  Imperial  Week),  (a)  in  town,  or  (b)  in  the  country. 

2.  For  Infant  School  Teachers  only  : — 

The  best  scheme  for  short  and  easy  "  Health 
Chats  "  for  tiny  children,  the  gist  of  which  might  be 
"  taken  home  to  mother." 

3.  For  Girls  under  18  only  : — 

The  best  set  of  miniature  baby  clothes  for  a  doU 
(consideration  given  to  using  up  "  odd  bits  "). 

4.  For  Boys  under  18  only  : — 

The  best  home-made  toy  (washable). 

All  articles  and  essays  sent  in  for  the  Competition 
will  be  the  property  of  the  Council,  and  must  reach 
the  office  not  later  than  June   ist. 

Full  particulars  as  to  regulations  and  prizes  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  27A,  Cavendish 
Square,  London,  W.  i.   j 
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THE    MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH    BILL. 


On  Monday,  February  17th,  Dr.  Addison,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board,  presented 
in  the  House  of  Commons  "  a  Bill  to  establish  a 
Ministry  of  Health  and  a  Board  of  Health,  to 
exercise  in  England  and  Wales  and  in  Scotland 
respectively  powers  with  respect  to  Health  and 
Local  Government,  and  for  purposes  connected 
therewith." 

The  following  are  included  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  :— 

EST.'\BL1SHMENT    OF    MINISTER. 

Clause  I.— For  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
health  of  the  people  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  transferred  or  conferred  by  this  Act,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  to  appoint  a 
Minister  of  Health  (hereinafter  called  "  the 
Minister "),  who  shall  hold  office  during  His 
Majesty's  pleasure. 

General  Powers  and  Duties  of  Ministers  in 

Relation  to  Health. 
"clause  2.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to 
take  all  such  steps  as  may  be  desirable  to  secure 
the  effective  carrying  out  and  co-ordination  of 
measures  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  people, 
including  measures  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
d'seases,  the  treatment  of  physical  and  mental 
defects,  the  collection  and  preparation  of  informa- 
tion and  statistics  relating  thereto,  and  the  train- 
ing of  persons  engaged  in  health  services. 

Transfer  of  Powers  and  Duties  to  and  from 
Minister. 
Clause  3. — (i)  There  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
Minister — 

(a)  All  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

(b)  AH  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  and  the  Welsh  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners. 

(c)  All  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Education 
with  respect  to  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant 
mothers  and  nursing  mothers,  and  of  children  who 
have  not  attained  the  age  of  five  years  and  are  not 
in  attendance  at  schools  recognized  by  the  Board 
of  Education. 

(d)  All  the  powers  of  the  Privy  Council  and  of 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  under  the  Mid- 
wives  Acts,  1902  and  1918. 

(e)  Such  powers  of  supervising  the  administra- 
tion of  Part  I  of  the  Children  Act,  1908  (which 
relates  to  infant  life  protection),  as  have  heretofore 
been  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(Here  follow  clauses  amplifying,  and  explana- 
tory, of  the  above  provisions ;  for  instance,  it  is 
declared  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Act  that  in  the 
event  of  provision  being  made  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  revision  of  the  Poor  Law,  in  the 
present  or  any  future  session,  that  powers  vested 
in  the  Minister  of  Health  (not  being  powers  or 
duties  relating  or  incidental  to  the  health  of  the 


people)  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Minister;  to 
other  Government  Departments.) 

Clause  4.— (i)  It  shall  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty 
by  Order  in  Council  to  establish  consultative 
councils  for  giving,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Order,  advice  and  assistance  in  con- 
nection with  such  matters  affecting  or  incidental 
to  the  health  of  the  people  as  may  be  referred  to  in 
such  Order. 

(2)  Every  such  council  shall  include  persons  of 
both  sexes,  and  shall  consist  of  persons  having 
practical  experience  of  the  matters  referred  to  the 
council. 

Clause  5  makes  special  provisions  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Act  in  Wales,  and 

Clause  9  deals  with  its  application  to  Scotland, 
subject  to  certain  modifications. 

These  are  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  of  special 
interest  to  nurses  and  midwives.  Those  who  wish 
to  study  it  further  can  procure  it  through  any 
bookseller,  price  2d.  net. 

COMMENTS. 

Trained  Nurses  and  Midwives  will  welcome  \yith 
unalloyed  satisfaction  the  prospect  of  the  establish- 
ment, in  the  near  future,  of  a  Government  Depart- 
ment whose  special  function  it  will  be  to  safeguard 
the  health  of  the  people,  and  particularly  that  the 
duty  of  taking  steps  for  the  prevention  of  disease 
will  be  one  of  those  imposed  on  the  Minister  of 
Health.  How  often  have  we  nurses  realised  in 
hospital  that  many  patients  whom  we  have  nursed 
would  never  have  come  under  our  care  at  all  had 
the  conditions  of  their  life,  and  work,  been 
hygienic;  how  often,  as  we  bade  good-bye  to  a 
patient,  carefully  nursed  back  to  health,  have  we 
sorrowfully  known  that  he  was  returning  to  an 
environment  which  had  been  the  cause  of  his 
illness,  and  that  a  recurrence  must  be  anticipated. 

Again,  every  nurse  employed  in  asylums  for  the 
insane  knows  that  many  (it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
most)  of  the  cases  which  come  under  her  care  come 
too  late  for  the  best  results  to  be  obtained;  that  the 
treatment  by  mental  experts  of  a  delicate  organ 
like  the  brain  should  be  actively  taken  in  hand  on 
the  first  symptoms  of  disease,  whereas  a  patient 
cannot  be  admitted  to  an  asylum,  or  mental  hos- 
pital, until  certified  as  insane;  by  which  time  the 
disease  has  made  substantial  progress,  and  may 
even  be  incurable. 

District  nurses,  also,  know  that  conditions  of 
overwork,  underfeeding,  overcrowding,  and  un- 
hygienic conditions  of  life  are  responsible  for  much 
indifferent  health,  arid  disease;  and  the  work 
already  done  by  school  nurses  under  the  London 
County  Council  and  other  Education  Authorities  is 
an  example  of  how  much  ran  be  accomplished  In 
the  way  of  prevention. 

It  is  obviously  useless  to  expect  the  best  returns 
from  large  sums  expended  on  education  when 
children's  brains  are  suffering  from  malnutrition, 
and  poisoned  by  carbonic  acid  gas  from  sleeping 
in  overcrowded  rooms.  A  sound  education  should 
be  the  birthright  of  every  child,  but  health  comes 
even  before  education,  and  had  a  Ministry  of 
Health  Act  been  passed  before  the  Education  Acts, 


March  8,    1919 


^be  Brltieb  Journal  of  iRursin^. 


^5, 


the  benefits  of  the  latter  would  have  been  much 
greater. 

Both  nurses  and  midwives  know  that  in  regard 
to  the  health  of  expectant  mothers  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  of  children  under  five,  there  is  wide 
scope  for  the  beneficial  work  of  a  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  expectant  mother  too  often  overworks  up 
to  the  time  that  labour  sets  in,  and  resumes  her 
normal  work  within  ten  days  of  her  confinement, 
with  what  ill  effects  those  in  charge  of  the  gynaeco- 
logical wards  of  hospitals  can  testify.  The  death 
rate  of  children  under  a  year  old  is  appalling,  but 
the  still-births,  and  the  wastage  of  embryonic  life 
which  never  arrives  at  fruition,  are  even  more 
serious. 

We  look  forward  with  the  keenest  anticipation 
and  pleasure  to  the  influence  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  the  prevention  of  conditions  of  which  the 
above  results  are  the  direct  outcome. 

In  assuming  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  be 
established  will  inevitably  take  over  the  supervision 
of  the  Poor  Law  Infirmaries,  including  their  nurs- 
ing services.  This  is  one  direction  in  which  the 
duty  imposed  on  the  Minister  in  connection  with 
"  the  training  of  persons  engaged  in  Health  Ser- 
vices "  will  be  exercised. 

In  relation  to  the  powers  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  under  Clause  3  of  the  Bill,  it 
is  obviously  expedient  that  these  should  be  exer- 
cised by  a  single  authority  having  expert  know- 
ledge of  the  subjects  dealt  with.  For  instance,  the 
Privy  Council,  which  is  at  present  the  superior 
authority  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  having  special  qualifications,  other 
than  judicial  ones,  for  this  office. 

One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  Bill 
is  Clause  4,  which  provides  for  the  establishment 
of  Consultative  Councils,  which  shall  give  advice 
and  assistance  on  matters  affecting  the  health  of 
the  people,  necessary  conditions  being  that  every 
such  council  (i)  shall  include  persons  of  both  sexes 
and  (2)  shall  consist  of  persons  having  practical 
experience  of  the  matters  referred  to  the  Council. 

We  have  indicated  above  how  intimately  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  be  concerned  with  questions 
affecting  the  welfare  of  women,  and  it  is  only 
fitting  that  women  should  assist  the  Minister  in 
the  discharge  of  his  important  duties,  and,  on  the 
broader  issue,  a  precedent  is  being  created  which 
may  well  be  adopted  by  o  her  Government  Depart- 
ments. 

It  is  a  wise  and  necessary  provision  that  the 
persons  appointed  to  these  Councils  should  have 
practical  experience  of  the  matters  on  which  their 
advice  is  sought. 

.\  good  augury  for  the  future  of  the  new  Depart- 
ment is  that  the  Bill  is  being  piloted  through 
Parliament  by  a  medical  expert,  and,  as  much  of 
the  work  of  the  Ix>cal  Government  Board  is  to  be 
absorbed  into  the  Ministry  of  Health,  we  may  hope 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  ik)ard, 
who  is  responsible  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill, 
will  become  the  first  Minister  under  the  new  Act. 


MOTION    FOR    SECOND     READING     OF 
MHNISTRY     OF    HEALTH     BILL. 

On  Wednesday,  February  26th,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Dr.  Addison) 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  : — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
The  debate  was  of  great  interest,  and  we  refer 
those  who  desire  to  read  it  in  extenso  to  the 
Parliamentary  Debates  for  the  above  date,  pub- 
lished by  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office,  and 
obtainable  through  any  bookseller,  price  3d. 

Points  from  the  Speeches. 
The   President    of     the  Local  Government 
Board. 

"  This  Bill  deals  with  a  very  positive  national 
need.  During  the  past  four  years  we  have  lost 
about  700,000  of  the  pick  of  our  race  in  the  battles 
connected  with  the  war — during  the  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December  last  year 
there  was  as  high  a  mortality  in  the  average 
per  month  from  influenza  alone  as  the  average 
monthly  mortality  during  the  war  from  causes 
connected  with  the  war.  The  men  and  women 
who  were  lost  during  that  quarter  were  very  largely 
people  in  the  prime  of  life,  as  is  the  case,  unfortuna- 
tely at  the  present  time. 

"  The  House  will  recognise  that  there  are  two 
stages  in  which  we  must  proceed  to  deal  with 
this  matter.  .  .  You  have  the  central 
organization  and  the  local  authority.  This  Bill 
relates  to  the  central  organization. 

"  We  think  the  time  has  come  when  it  is  our 
duty  in  the  near  future  to  deal  with  the  local 
services  and  to  disentangle  the  treatment  of 
sickness  from  any  relation  with  the  Poor  Law. 
If  you  are  going  to  deal  with  sickness  as 
a  whole  from  the  point  of  view  of  promoting  the 
strength  and  vigour  of  our  people,  we  cannot 
consider  it  in  its  relation  to  destitution.  We  have 
to  consider  it  merely  as  a  problem  of  sickness, 
and  that  is  why  this  declaration  is  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas. 

"  I  should  hke  to  see  some  more  provision  ma,de 
in  connection  with  the  taking  over  of  our  voluntary 
hospitals.  ...  As  far  as  the  working  classes 
are  concerned,  it  is  one  of  two  things  which  is 
open  to  them — charity  or  the  Poor  Law.  So  far 
as  the  Labour  Party  is  concerned,  they  are  quite 
clear  and  quite  determined — and  they  believe  the 
time  is  not  inopportune— that  instead  of  these  great 
institutions  being  maintained  and  being  dependent 
on  the  charity  and  good  will  of  the  public,  they 
will  be  administered  by  the  public  as  a  whole." 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 


WOMAN     MEDICAL   OFFICIAL. 

Miss  Janet  Mary  Campbell,  M.D.,  M.S.,  has 
been  appointed  by  Dr.  Addison  to  be  a  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  special 
charge  of  the  work  of  maternity  and  child  welfare 
She  has  been  a  medical  officer  of  the  Education 
Board. 
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IRISH  NURSES  AND  TRADES  UNIONISM. 


A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Mansion  House, 
Dublin,  on  the  28th  ult,,  with  the  object  of  form- 
ing-, if  thought  advisable,  a  nurses'  trade  union, 
to  be  allied  with  the  Irish  Women's  Workers' 
Union.     There  was  a  large  attendance. 

Miss  Louie  Bennett,  Organising  Secretary  of 
the  Irish  Women's  Workers'  Union  (in  the  absence 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  sent  a  sympathetic  letter) 
presided,  and  explained  that  a  private  meeting  of 
nurses  was  held  at  29,  South  Anne  Street,  and  at 
that  meeting  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  public  meet- 
ing to  see  how  far  they  could  secure  the  sympathy 
of  nurses  in  organising  a  Nurses'  Union  as  a 
branch  of  the  Irish  Women  Workers'  Union.  They 
found  that  various  other  agencies  were  discussing 
the  possibility  of  forming  a  Nurses'  Union. 

The  Hon.  Albinia  Brodrick,  writing  from  Caher- 
daniel,  Co.  Kerry,  stated  :— "  It  is  full  time  that 
we  nurses  should  awake  out  of  sleep  and  take  our 
rightful  places  amongst  the  workers  of  the  world 
in  fraternal  organisation.  We  are  the  servants  of 
humanity,  and,  in  some  sort,  also  their  saviours. 
To  us  they  turn  at  the  highest  and  holiest  moments 
of  their  life  and  of  death.  But  they  have  not  learnt, 
and  we  have  not  taught  them,  that  service  so 
responsible,  so  delicate,  and  so  arduous  cannot  be 
rendered  by  a  mere  machine.  .  .  .  Even  where  we 
work  in  community,  as  in  hospitals,  we  are  ground 
down  by  a  weight  of  labour,  by  insufficient  salaries, 
and  by  the  imposition  upon  us  by  matrons  and 
committees  of  forced  opinions  on  matters  which 
most  intimately  concern  us,  and  upon  which  they, 
more  often  than  not,  are  not  qualified  to  judge. 
.  .  .  Under  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  we  are 
left  at  the  mercy  of  employer?  It  is  time  to  change 
all  that.  We  must  realise  ourselves,  and  make  the 
world  understand,  that  we  are  no  mere  machines, 
but  flesh  and  blood,  and  spirit.  We  must  demand 
and  obtain  an  adequate  time  for  rest,  for  recrea- 
tion, for  study,  in  the  interest,  not  of  ourselves 
alone,  but  of  our  patients." 

Letters  were  received  from  the  Right  Hon.  Dr. 
Cox,  Dr.  Katherine  Maguire,  Dr.  Kathleen  Lynn, 
Dr.  Alice  Barry,  Dr.  B.  Solomons,  and  others. 

Miss  Bennett  explained  that  the  Irish  Women 
Workers'  Union  was  a  non-political  and  non- 
seC-arian  organisation  which  existed,  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  working  and  living  con- 
ditions of  women  in  Ireland.  The  Union  recog- 
nised th^t  nurses  had  a  special  position  and  special 
difficulties  to  deal  with.  They  proposed  to  make 
the  Nurses'  Union  a  completely  independent 
branch,  except  in  the  matter  of  finance.  They 
recognised  the  necessity  for  a  nurses'  organisation. 
The  nurses  could  appoint  their  own  committee, 
and  they  would  have  full  control  of  their  own  busi- 
ness in  every  way.  Being  affiliated  with  the  Irish 
Women  Workers'  Union,  which  was  the  second 
largest  body  in  Ireland,  would  be  a  great  source 
of  practical  support  to  the  nurses. 

Miss  Bennett  said  she  gathered  from  expressions 
of  opinion  in  the  Irish  Times  that  the  writers  were 
under  the  impression   that  a  trades  union  existed 


only  for  the  purposes  of  a  strike.  That  was  a 
stupid  idea.  A  strike  of  hospital  nurses  was,  in 
her  opinion,  simply  unthinkable — a  remark  which 
met  with  applause:  What  the  nurses  were  demand- 
ing was  more  freedom,  better  pay,  and  shorter 
hours  of  duty.  (More  applause!)  They  would 
have  noticed  how  active  the  public  had  become  in 
their  regard  since  they  began  to  talk  of  forming 
a  union.  If  the  nurses  allowed  their  plan  for  a 
trade  union  to  collapse  now,  they  might  believe 
her  that  all  those  worthy  intentions  of  the  public 
in  their  regard  would  collapse  also.  The  Irish 
Times  accused  trade  unionists  of  lack  of  idealism, 
which  proved  that  the  Irish  Times  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  trade  unionism. 

After  others  had  spoken  in  favour  of  the  Union, 
several  questions  were  asked,  and  some  nurses 
present  opposed  the  suggestion. 

Miss  Bennett  said  she  did  not  know  how  they 
were  going  to  rouse  public  opinion  unless  they 
were  orgai^sed,  but  it  was  evident  they  were  not 
prepared  to  join  a  trades  union  at  present.  Let 
them  think  it  over.  She  hoped  there  would  be 
another  meeting  at  an  early  date. 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 


TRAINED     NURSES     SYMPATHETIC. 

Stern  disapproval  is  being  expressed  of  a  proposal 
to  raise  funds  for  a  War  Memorial  at  Ilford  by 
means  of  dances,  at  which  merry  couples  would. 
"  jazz." 

The  spirited  protest  of  an  Ilford  woman,  who 
told  a  public  meeting  that  the  proposal  cut  women 
to  the  heart,  is  being  echoed  everywhere  by  wives 
and  mothers  who  have  lost  their  loved  ones. 
They  do  not  want  dances,  fetes,  and  whist-drives 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  who  fought 
so  bravely  and  died  for  their  country. 

The  Weekly ,  Dispatch  prints  a  number  of  mes- 
sages which  show  how  widespread  is  the  feeling 
of  reprobation  provoked. 

To  quote  two  : —  * 

The  Countess  of  Limerick  :  When  I  read  the  protest 
of  that  sensible  woman  at  Ilford,  I  felt  that  I  wanted 
to  meet  her.  She  is  right — quite  right — the  thing 
does  not  fit ;  it  jars.  It  is  a  lack  of  respect  to  the  very 
dead  whom  it  is  intended  to  honour. 

There  are  thousands  of  mothers  in  England  whose 
loss  has  been  greater  even  than  mine,  and  I  feel  that 
there  would  be  a  responsive  echo  in  their  hearts  against 
this  means  of  raising  money. 

Viscountess  Templeton  :  The  method  is  "  disgraceful 
and    disgusting." 

If  Ilford  cannot  have  a  subscription  in  its  neighbour- 
hood and  raise  sufficient  money  without' resorting  to 
such  methods,  they  should  abandon  the  project  alto-' 
gether. 

Jazz  dancing  as  a  means  of  raising  money  to  honour 
our  heroes  is  absolutely  unthinkable.  There  is  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  this  kind  of  thing.  Victory  balls  and 
such-like  entertainments  to  help  our  soldiers  and 
honour  the  dead  should  not  be  allowed.  It  is  abso- 
lutely out  of  keeping  with  the  great  schemes  for 
which'they  are  organised. 

Trained   nurses   sympathise   with   these   views- 
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Nothing  has  shocked  the  feeUngs  of  the  nursing 
profession  more  profoundly — outside  the  coterie 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. — than  the  manner 
in  which  every  type  of  heartless  bounder  has  been 
permitted  to  advertise  themselves  and  make 
merry  in  support  of  "  the  poor  nurses."  Poor, 
indeed,  are  those  who  submit  to  such  exploitation 
without    protest. 

It  is  reported  that  we  are  to  be  held  up  in 
forma  pauperis  for  a  whole  week  in  London  by 
the  organisers  of  the  "  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses." 

What  we  shall  demand  to  know  is  :  Are  all  the 
profits  of  the  proposed  schemes  to  be  handed  over 
intact,  or  are  there  any  percentages  for  organisers 
and  side  shows  ? 

WOMEN    AND    MINISTRY   OF    HEALTH- 

The  women's  amendments  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Bill,  as  approved  by  Lady  Rhondda's 
GDmmittee,  were  tabled  on  the  28th  ult. 

They  provide  that  one  of  the  consultative  councils 
to  be  set  up  shall  be  called  the  Women's  General  Con- 
sultative Council,  and  shall  consist  entirely  of  women. 
This  council  will  have  direct  access  to  the  Minister^ 
and  would,  it  is  believed,  secure  representation  for 
all  health  services  which  are  largely  run  by  women. 
A  second  amendment  deals  with  appointments  under 
the  Ministry,  and  provides  that  in  the  making  of  such 
appointments  no  discrimination  should  be  drawn  be- 
cause of  sex,  and  that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  higher, 
appointments  shall  be  divided  between  the  sexes.  A 
further  amendment  provides  that  one  of  the  chief 
secretaries  shall  be  a  woman. 

These  amendments  are  supported  by  a  large  number 
of  prominent  women,  and  by  numerous  women's 
societies,  including  the  Federation  of  Medical  Women, 
the  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses,  the  Women 
Pharmacists'  Society,  the  Association  of  Head  Mis- 
tresses, the  National  Union  of  Women's  Suffrage 
Societies,  and  the  Federation  of  University  Women, 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

March  8th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Conference  on  "  The  Place  of  the  Trained  Nurse 
in  Public  Health  Work,"  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian, 
the  President,  in  the  chair.     3  p.m. 

March  11th. — Ministry  of  Health  Watching 
Committee.  Public  Meeting  on  the  Representation 
of  Women  in  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Central  Hall, 
Westminster.  Chairman,  The  Viscountess  Rhondda. 
7.30  p.m. 

March  13th. — ^Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Inauguration  of  Nurses'  Club,  Mansion  House. 
The  Lord  Mayor  will  preside.  Supporters  :  The 
Marchioness  of  Ailsa,  the  Viscountess  Rhondda, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  George,  Lord  Morris,  Major  the  Hon. 
Waldorf  Astor,  M.P.,  and  Admiral  Sims. 

March  i},th,  i^th,  and  15th. — Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. — Conference  on  "  Post  War  Develop- 
ments relating  to  Public  Health."  Opened  by 
the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  K.G., 
G.C.V.O.,  90,  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W.  i. 
10.30  a.m. 

March  ijth. — Irish  Nurses'  Association.  Social 
Meeting.  Dancing.  Prizes  for  best  Fancy  Dress. 
7.30  p.m. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE     DUTY    OF    THE     LONDON     HOSPITAL 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
Madam, — Of  course,  I  did  not  expect  any 
generosity  in  your  notice  of  Miss  Liickes'  death  or 
of  her  life's  work.  That  would  be  contrary  to  the 
whole  spirit  of  your  paper.  But  I  cannot  allow 
your  remark  to  pass  without  answer — a  remark  of 
peculiarly  spiteful  significance — that  "  it  was  no 
doubt  due  to  Miss  Liickes'  foreign  psychology  that 
her  autocratic  methods  did  not  find  favour  with 
her  British  subordinates." 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  you  have  no  apprecia- 
tion of  the  feeling  of  her  subordinates  for  that 
beloved  woman,  it  is  utterly  untrue  and  peculiarly 
mean  to  suggest  that  she  was  a  foreigner  or  that 
'her  methods  were  foreign.  I  do  not  know  what 
'   foreign  psychology  "  may  mean. 

Miss  Liickes  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry 
Richards  Luckes  and  Charlotte  Mortimer  Liickes, 
of  Riverdale,  Newnham,  Gloucestershire,  where 
her  family  had  been  long  resident.  Her  school 
life  was  in  England,  her  training  was  in  England, 
and  she  had  never  been  abroad  in  her  life.  I  often 
asked  her  where  her  name  came  from  ;  she  told 
me  that  she  believed,  but  did  not  know,  that  some 
forebear  of  hers  was  Swedish. 

I  should  have  hoped — I  ought  to  have  known 
better — -that   death   and    the   sorrow   we   at   the 
London  are  bearing  might  have  saved  us  from  this 
gratuitous  insult  to  her  whom  we  mourn. 
Youfs  faithfully, 

Knutsford, 

Chairman. 

London  Hospital, 
Whitechapel,  E., 

February  27th,   19 19. 

[The  bitter  antagonism  of  Lord  Knutsford 
(the  Chairman  of  the  London  Hospital),  to  the 
policy  of  this  paper — ^which  stands  for  personal 
freedom  and  econonoic  justice  for  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  profession — is  so  well-known,  that  his 
letter  will  be  read  with  no  surprise  ;  and  we  do  not 
intend  to  enter  into  a  controversy  with  him  on  the 
psychology  and  professional  policy  of  the  late 
Matron  of  the  London  Hospital.  Let  her  ashes 
rest  in  peace. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  knew  Miss  Liickes 
personally,  and  also  her  family  history  long  before 
Lord  Knutsford  became  her  coadjutor.  Owing 
to  circumstances  for  which  she  was  not  responsible, 
there  is  no  need  to  refer  to  her  antecedents. 

Our  demand  for  just  conditions  of  service  and 
training  for  the  whole  nursing  profession  is,  and 
will  continue  to  be,  with  the  living.    As  Chairman 
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of  the  London^Hospital,  we  hold  Lord  Knutsford 
and  his  Committee  responsible  for  the  insufficient 
term  of  training  and  the  economic  exploita- 
tion of  the  Private  Nursing  Staff  at  the  London 
Hospital,  and  we  call  upon  them — now  that  a 
new  Matron  is  appointed— to  consult  the  Nursing 
Staff  (as  was  recently  done  at  the  General  Infir- 
mary, Leeds),  and  invite  them  (without  preju- 
dice) to  place  their  suggestions  for  reorganization 
and  reform  before  the  Committee  of  the  hospital. 

"  The  toad  beneath  the  harrow  knows,"  &c. — 
Ed.] 

THE    STATUS    OF    IRISH    NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 

Madam, — From  a  widely  circulated  leaflet  it 
appears  that  nurses  "  who  want  better  salaries, 
shorter  hours,  less  night  duty,  more  freedom,  and 
control  of  their  own  profession,"  are  invited  to 
join  the  Irish  Nurses'  Branch  of  the  Irish  Women 
Workers'  Union.  Before  nurses  join  this  organisa- 
tion it  might  be  well  for  them  to  inquire  by  what 
means  these  desirable  objects  are  to  be  secured. 
Are  the  Irish  nurses  willing  to  be  "  called  out  "  in 
sympathy  with  the  other  branches  of  the  Union — 
say,  the  waitresses  ?  If  not,  will  the  waitresses 
"  come  out  "  in  support  of  the  nurses  ?  And  if 
there  is  no  such  reciprocation,  what  is  the  good  of 
belonging  to  the  Union  ?  Again,  if  nurses  are  to 
"control  their  own  profession,"  should  they  not 
be  able  to  control  their  own  Union  ?  The  neces- 
sity of  such  technical  control  is  shown  by  the 
leaflet  itself.  For  "  the  nurses  are  classed  in 
sections  according  to  the  nature  of  their  work, 
each  section  having  its  own  elected  representatives 
to  manage  its  affairs." 

One  of  the  greatest  dangers  that  threatens  the 
interests  of  trained  nurses  is  that  they  should  have 
admitted  to  their  ranks  women  who,  no  matter 
liow  otherwise  estimable,  have  not  "  gone  through 
the  mill."  The  recent  report  of  a  Departmental 
Committee  which  recommended  that  some  10,000 
unqualified  men  should  be  placed  upon  the  Dental 
Register,  pari  passu  with  the  5,000  men  who  have 
gone  through  an  arduous  course  of  study  and  have 
passed  difficult  examinations,  shows  how  real  this 
danger  is.  The  passage  quoted  from  the  leaflet 
seems  almost  to  invite  such  an  invasion. 

I  would  re-echo  the  words  of  the  leaflet :  "  The 
things  that  nurses  need  can  only  be  won  for  nurses 
by  nurses,  acting  together  as  one  body  in  a  steady, 
reasonable,  but  determined  way."  I  am  not  so 
certain  about  the  final  words  of  the  sentence — "  on 
sound  trade  union  Unes."  A  nurse,  without 
thought  of  shirking,  freely  risks  her  life  when 
nursing  a  case  of  infectious  fever.  It  is  difficult 
to  apply  "  sound  trade  union  lines  "  to  this  rela- 
tionship. Whatever  the  shortcomings  of  hospital 
governors,  none  : of  them  can  be  influenced  by 
personal  gain.  The  profit  made  by  "  exploiting  " 
nurses  goes  to  the  hospitals.  No  doubt,  nurses 
should  not  be  "sweated  "  even  in  a  good  cause  ; 
but  before  they  can  be  better  paid,  or  have  their 
hours  of  labour  shortened,  the  hospitals  must 
either  close  a  proportion  of  their  beds  or  get  more 
money. 


Nurses  are  over- worked  and  under-paid,  and 
they  have  hitherto  been  refused  that  State  recog- 
nition which  seems  essential  to  effective  organisa- 
tion. The  Irish  Nurses'  Association,  of  which  I 
am  President,  has  been  labouring  in  this  direction 
for  years.  The  recently  proposed  drastic  health 
legislation  brings  State  registration  nearer  than 
ever  before  ;  and  the  importance  of  having  a 
representative  body  of  Irish  trained  nurses  to 
mould  such  legislation  in  accordance  with  Irish 
conditions  (widely  different  from  those  in  England) 
does  not  need  emphasis.  The  Association  has  Ixen 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  formation  of 
the  Irish  Nursing  Board,  of  which  twenty-two  out 
of  twenty-six  members  are  elected  directly  by  the 
nurses  on  the  register.  So  far  "  the  conditions  of 
training  and  the  standard  of  efficiency "  are 
already  in  the  hands  of  nurses. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  within  the  next  fortnight ,  when 
proposals  will  be  submitted  for  improving  the 
conditions  under  which  nurses  at  present  work. 
Meantime,  I  would  advise  nurses,  and  especally 
probationers,  to  recognise  the  weakness  which 
must  follow  a  division  of  their  forces,  and  to  be 
slow  to  bind  themselves  to  any  organisation,  no 
matter  how  specious  its  promises,  unless  there 
seems  a  reasonable  probability  that  it  will  be  able 
to  "  deliver  the  goods." 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  Carson  Rae, 
President,  Irish  Nurses'  Association, 

34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin.  ;',.| 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Welfare  Nurse  : — "  I  note  the  Duchess  of 'Marl- 
borough is  advocating  charity  aid  for  babies — the 
babies  of  the  poor,  of  course — and  asks  "  Why 
should  not  V.A.D.s  become  V.A.B.s  ?  "  The 
reason  why  not  is  because  they  are  not  likely  to 
train  so  as  to  be  safe  caretakers  of  the  babies  of 
the  poor — if  they  are  to  give  voluntary  help — and, 
moreover,  all  this  voluntary  aid  is  most  unsound 
economically.  It  is  time  millionaires  realised 
that  the  poor  are  as  important  to  the  State  as  the 
rich,  and  form  equally  with  them  the  State.  There- 
fore let  the  State  see  to  it  that  its  children  are 
provided  with  highly-skilled  nurses,whose  tempera- 
ments are  maternal.  The  average  V.A.D.,  whilst 
acclaiming  her  patriotism  in  so  far  as  sick  soldiers 
are  concerned,  has  shown  no  marked  evidence 
of  love  of  mothers  and  children.  The  Labour 
Party  is  out  against  '  charity.'  It  has  been  fed 
up  with  it  during  the  war.  I  did  hope,  when  the 
war  was  over,  we  were  to  be  reUeved  from  social 
control,  but  apparently  not." 

OUR    PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

March  8th. — What  are  the  duties  of  the  nurse  in 
caring    for    a    case    of    influenzal     pneumonia  ? 
.What  precautions  should   she   take   for  her  own 
protection  ? 

March  J  5th. — What  do  you  know  of  erysipelas 
and  its  origin  ?  What  are  the  principal  nursing 
points  ? 
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THe   Midw^ife 


CENFRAL  MIDWIVCS'  BOARD. 


UST.  OF  SUCCESSFUL  CANDIDATES. 

A3t.  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  held  on  February  4th,  in  London  and  the 
Hfovinces,  474  were  examined  and  3&8  passed 
the  examiners.     The  percentage  of  failures  was 

London. 

British  Hospital  Jor  Mothers  and  Babies. — E.  M. 
Allen,  D.  Mackworth,  F.  A.  Maskell,  E.  M.  Robert. 

Citv  of  London  Maternitv  Hospital. — -E.  L. 
Corry,  S.  Freuthal,  A.  Good^  M.  Z.  Horsley,  E. 
Palmer,  D.  B.  Robertson,  E.  K.  Topham,  E. 
Wittey. 

Clapham  Maternity  Hospital. — E.  E.  Bishop, 
K.  M.  Burton,  A.  M.  Holland,  E.  M.  Jillard,  B. 
Madge,  R.  Wilkes. 

East  End  Mothers'  Home. — S.  M.  Davies,  Ml  E- 
Housden,  L.  E.  Lawrie,  W.  Morgan,  E.  N.  Russell. 
M.  de  F.  Sampson,  E.  M.  Sims,  F.  J.  Smith,  H.  F 
Wells,  R.  Wilkes. 

General  Lying-in  Hospital. — M.  Cross,  E- 
Currant,  K.  Eglin,  E.  Fielden,  L.  D.  Fry,  D.  V- 
Johnson,  E.  Lovett,  L.  G.  M.  Morgan,  R.  E- 
Potter,  E.  T.  W.  Shaw,  G.  M.  Tolworthy. 

Guy's  Institution. — G.  M.  McClemens,  P.  L. 
Moore. 

Kensington  Union  Infirmary. — M.  A.  Ingram. 

Lambeth  Parish  Workhouse. — A.  Chapman,  E.  A. 
Oldacre. 

London  Hospital. — M.  G.  Avent,  B.  Blackstock, 
R.  Manners,  S.  H.  R.  Rutherfurd,  M.  B.  A. 
Scotland,  P.  M.  Willson. 

Maternitv  Nursing  Association. — M.  Bannister, 
L.  J.  Bevan,  K.  N.  O'N.  Fisher,  A.  S.  Gardner, 
D.  E.  Giles,  A.  Hart,  J.  Hunsdon,  K.  Hyde, 
H.  M.  Jones,  E.  M.  Russell,  M.  L.  R..  Tudor. 

Plaistow  Maternity  Charity. — W.  S.  Aylott, 
R.  M.  Barnard,  B.  B.  Bodily,  F.  J.  Bensted,  M. 
Birch,  M.  Cady,  W.  G.  Corney,  D.  O.  Cuff,  N. 
Doubleday,  M.  Fox,  I.  G.  Greenham,  E.  Gretton, 
C.  E.  Griffith,  A.  M.  Horwood,  C.  A.  Howkins, 
A»  E.  Jenkins,  A.Jones,  D.  Julian,  D.  E.  Lomas, 
M.  G.  Manning,  M.  Moore,  M.  Owens,  L.  M. 
Palmer,  I.  H.  Paynter,  F.  L.  Pickering,  W.  M. 
Roake,  E.  A.  Rodman,  M.  L.  Smyth,  C.  A.  StiU, 
M.  A.  Sumpter,  M.  Taylor,  A.  M.  Thomas,  A.  F. 
•  West,  A.  Wrench. 

Middlesex  Hospital. — B<  C.  Boase,  F.  C.  De 
Morgan,  E.  M.  Dickinson,  M.  Horsley,  M.  Lewis, 
H.    A.    Norton. 

Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital. — M.  L.  S.  Barrett, 
D;  Barron,  A.  E.  Benner,  E.  I^.  Bucknell,  M.  B- 
Bull,  C.  E.  Burke,  A.  G.  Cahpe,  W.  M.  Gaskell, 
A.  A.  Goodall,  M.  Hosker.  I.  M.  Kallaway,  C.  B. 
Macintosh,  K.  H.  Parry,  E.  Price,  O.  M.  Puchm  an 


M.  G.  Roberts,  H.  E.  Ross,  M.  A.  Slade,  M.  G. 
Tucker,    C.    Wyatt, 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. — E.  McFadyean. 

St.  Marylebone  Workhouse. — M.  Davenport,  Gp.  E. 
Wyatt.- 

St.  Pancras  South  Infirmary. — G.  H.  Harvey.  " 

University  College  Hospital. — M.  E.  Finch, 
R.  McHenry,   D.   Phillips,   B.   Stewart. 

Wandsworth  Union  Workhouse. — E.  M.  Harrison, 
M.  C.  Morris. 

Private  Tuition. 

G.  D.  Abbott,  E.  M.  Beales,  M.  Blackburn, 
M.  D.  Borrow,  G.  L.  Burnett,  M.  E.  Chinn,  A.  E. 
Cumstock,  A.  Foster,  M.  Grice,  E.  Hartley,  E.  J. 
Horsley,  E.  M.  Kibble,  F.  Kilburn,  J.  M.  Llewellyn, 
A.  M.  Mathew,  E.  M.  Miles,  M.  M.  Mullan,  M.  E.  J. 
Pick,  E.  R.  Price,  E.  Shaw,  R.  A.  Shaw,  W.  Ii 
Sheppard,  C.  Stead,  A.  B.  Stephenson,  A.  T. 
Swarbrick,  M.  H.  Thom^,  A.  E.  Wells. 

Private  Tuition  and  Institutions. 

General  Lying-in  Hospital. — C.  A.  Barling;  R.  L. 
Clarke,  E.  A.  Leek,  E.  Liggins,  C.  Newell,  M.  E.. 
Raynor,  D.  Reid. 

St.  Mary's  Hospitals,  Manchester. — E.  E.  Ben- 
nett, K.  Jones,  E.  Porter,  A.  Skilleter. 

Sheffield  Union  Hospital. — F.  F.  Evans. 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital. — L.  J.  Hall, 
M.  F.  Hayler,  L.  McLoughlin. 

Fulham  Midwifery  School. — F.  M.  Herron,  D.  G. 
McDonald. 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital. — V.  E.  Howell*. 

Coventry  Union  Infirmary. — A.  L.  Lyddon. 

East  End  Mothers'  Home. — G.  L.  Trinder. 

Brighton  Hospital  for  Women. — C.  E.  Wright. 

Essex  .County  Nursing  Association. — E.  A. 
Bayliss,  A.  Harsley,  H.  W.  Hutchinson,  M.  Roth- 
well,   M.   Whitney. 

St.  Marylebone   Workhouse. — E.  Wright. 

Pemberton  Nursing  Institute. — L.  A.  Thomas. 

Provincial. 

Aston  Union  Workhouse. — B.  J.  Jenks. 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — B.  Loveday, 
M.  W.  Stringman,  M.  Thomas. 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital. — D.  E.  Booth, 
L.  G.  Giblett,  M.  A.  Gore,  M.  Heaton,  F.  Higgin- 
bottom,  R.  Laight,  E.  E.  Millichamp,  R.  Roberts. 
T.  G.  Tait,  I.  Taylor,  S.  E.  Webster,  L.  A.  M. 
Ormond. 

Birmingham,  Selly  Oak  Union  Infirmary. — E.  M. 
Richards. 

Bradford  Union  Hospital. — H.  Dawson,  E.  Ml 
Hearnshaw,  H.  A.  Smith,  L.  Wilson. 

Brentford  Union  Infirmary. — E.  M.  M.  Rickett. 

Brighton  Hospital  for  Women. — M.  Bell,  W.  M. 
Budden,  D.  Filmer,  C.  M.  Forrington,  A.  C. 
Hawking,  S.  A.  Hudsonj  R.  E.  Moore^  A.  M.  Nolan, 
A.  E.  H.  Shephard,  D.  L.  Stewart. 
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Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. — E.  E.  Applewhite, 
H.  Chalker,  E.  E.  Elliott,  E.  Purdy.  V.  Vyvyan, 

Bristol  General  Hospital.  —  K.  Dinsley,  C. 
Griffiths,  A.  M.  Reynolds,  A.  Tyte,  H.  R. 
Williamott. 

Cheltenham  District  Nursing  Association. — A.  B. 
Ferris,  E.  N.  Lanham,  E.  Sharman,  G.  A.  Snape, 
E.  WooUey. 

Cheltenham  District  Nursing  Association. — A.  B. 
Ferris,  E.  N.  Lanham,  E.  Sharman,  G.  A.  Snape, 
E.  WoUey. 

Chester  Benevolent  Institution. — E.  M.  Hunt. 

Coventry  Union  Infirmary. — E.  M.  Eyre,  R. 
Hudson. 

Derby,  Royal  Derbyshire  Nursing  Association. — 
W.  L.  Aliverte,  E.  M.  Baker,  J.  Davies,  E.  M.  S. 
Lawson,  M.  E.  Lynch,  E.  Martin,  A.  M.  Morris. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Training  School. — B.  M. 
Bradley,  A.  M.  Bulbeck,  A.  A.  Cock,  A.  Jewell, 
A.  M.  Martin,  C.  D.  Old,  A.  Trebilcock,  D.  L. 
Tregunna. 

Devonport,  Alexandra  Nursing  Home. — G  E, 
Johns,  E.  A.  Trott,  G.  White. 

Devonport  Military  Families'  Hospital. — B. 
Field. 

Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse. — M.  Drury,  F. 
Glaze,  G.  MilUngton,  B.  Ockerby,  E.  E.  Smith, 
E.  Townend,  E.  S.  Thwaites. 

.     Essex     County     Nursing     Association. — B.     H. 
Pennery, 

Gloucester  District  Nursing  Society. — E.  Johnson. 

Huddersfield  District  Nursing  Association  and 
Huddersfield  Union  Workhouse.— M.  J.  Moon,  E. 
Smith. 

Herts  County  Nursing  Association. — E.  Nichol- 
son, K.  M.  Read,  S.  E.  Walker. 

Ipswich  Nurses'  Home. — E.  R.  Bloomer,  A. 
Capon,  E.  M.  Sayer,  E.  H.  Steward. 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital.— H.  L.  Allan,  R. 
Armstrong,  A.  M.  Atkinson,  W.  Chapman,  R.  Cross, 
M.  J.  Goulding,  W.  K.  Grimsby,  E.  F.  Jennison, 
A.  Megson,  M.  A.  B.  Migdley,  E.  Milner,  A.  E. 
Moore,  D.  F.  V.  Pallett,  D.  E.  Parkinson,  M. 
Pritchard,  L.  Smith,  L.  Snowdon,  M.  Thompson, 
E.  E.  Walker. 

Leicester  Maternity  Hospital  and  Leicester  Union 
Infirmary. — G.  E.  Berdinner,  M.  J.  Jones. 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital. — O.  M.  Adams, 
A.  Brand,  G.  P.  Brinson,  D.  Broom,  M.  E. 
.  Bucknall,  M.  C.  Chadwick,  E.  Cottrell,  E.  Davies, 
C.  Dingsdale,  F.  Evans,  M.  E.  Evans,  F.  Garstang, 
M.  Haggett,  M.  Holmes,  A.  Laraway,  M.  Maguire, 
H.  Monkhouse,  E.  M.  Moss,  E.  H.  Partington, 
A.  L.  Salisbury,  D.  E.  Simms,  M.  Thomas,  D. 
Whittle. 

Liverpool  Workhouse  Hospital.— M.  L.  Ratcliffe, 
E.  R.  Simpson. 

Manchester:  St.  Mary's  Hospitals. — E.  A.  Bryan, 
J.  Hallett,  L.  E.  Hart,  G.  E.  Merriman,  S.  M.' 
Parkinson,  C.  L.  Taphn. 

Manchester  :  Workhouse  Infi,rmary  and  St. 
Mary's  Hospitals,  Manchester. — L.  Milne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Maternity  Hospital. — A.  M. 
Allan,  A.  E.  L.  Richardson. 

Northampton  Q.V.N. I. — M.  Nixon. 


Worth  Burley  Union  Infirmary. — M.  C.  Lowe, 
L.  Wells. 

Preston  Union  Workhouse. — E.  D.  G.  Hancock, 
C.  McCluskey. 

Sheffield  Jessop  Hospital. — D.  Hickson,  H.  M. 
Pountney,  E.  J.  Ridge. 

Staffs.  Training  Home  for  Nurses. — A.  Brown- 
ridge,  A.  Hughes,  M.  A.  Lockley,  G.  H.  Pierce, 
H.  R.  Unwin,  E.  B.  White,  M.  Willets,  A.  Young. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Union  Hospital. — S.  Dennis,  M. 
Hibbs,  E.  Manifold.      • 

Wakefield  Union  Infirmary. — ^W.  Abbott,  H. 
Stead. 

Walton,  West  Derby  Union  Infirmary.- — R.  L.  G. 
Crothers,  M.  Dutton,  F.  M.  Warnock. 

West  Riding  Nursing  Association. — M.  Cock, 
M.  A.  Davies,  A.  E.  Firth. 

Wolverhampton  District  Nurses*  Home.—M. 
Barratt. 

Wolverhampton  Union  Infirmary.— C  Jacobs, 
E.  H.  Jones,  F.  A.  Webb. 

Worcester  County  Nursing  Association. — ^M.  F. 
Flanagan,  W.  A.  Pountney,  E.  M.  Vivian. 

York  Maternity  Hospital. — M.  A.  Lister,  A. 
Naylor,  E.  A.  Watkinson. 

York   Union  Hospital. — M.  A.  Williams. 

Wales. 

Cardiff,  Q.V.J.N.I.—M.  J.  Burge,  O.  E.  Lloyd, 
M.  B.  Leonard,  D.  T.  Morgan. 

Cardiff  Union  Hospital. — M.  Edmunds. 

Cardiff,  King  Edward  VII.  Hospital— M.  H. 
Davies. 

Monmouth  Training  Centre. — M.  Jones,  M.  A. 
Marsh,  H.  E.  Thomas. 

Newport  Union  Infirmary  and  Monmouth  Train- 
ing Centre. — M.  A.  Warren. 

Swansea  District  Nursing  Association. — E.  L. 
Anthony,  L.  Edwards. 

Scotland. 

Dundee  Maternity  Hospital. — E.  Hudson. 

Edinburgh  Royal  Maternity  Hospital. — B.  L. 
Bottomley,  L.  Harrison,  M.  A.  Williams. 

Govan  Nurses'  Home. — M.  Storey. 

Ireland. 
Dublin,  Rotunda  Hospital. — E.  Coleman,  G.  E. 
Fox,  M.  J.  H.  Kenny,  J.  B.  Penrose,  M.  Rutter. 


M\TERN1TY  HOSTEL  AT  HARROW. 

The  Harrow,  Wealdstone,  and  District  War 
Memorial  Maternity  Hostel,  which  has  been 
established  in  College  Road,  Harrow,  at  a  cost  of 
;^3,ooo,  was  formally  opened  on  March  ist  by 
Lady  Rhondda,  who  was  present  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Harrow  School  Speech  Room. 

Lady  Rhondda  said  she  did  not  think  there 
was  any  work  being  done  in  the  country  at  the 
present  time  which  was  of  more  value  than  that 
of  the  maternity  hostels.  Her  father  wanted  a 
Ministry  of  Health  mainly  because  it  would  not 
only  save  life,  but  it  would  help  to  give  children 
a  good  start  in  life.  Health  meant  happiness 
and  efficiency  ;  it  was  the  very  foundation  stone 
of  everything. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    SHORTAGE    OF    NURSES     FOR 
INFIRMARY    WORK. 

St.  Pancras  Board  of  Guardians  is  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  the  serious  conditions  arising  from  the 
shortage  of  nurses  for  infirmary  work,  and  not 
only  the  St.  Pancras  Guardians,  but  those  of 
most  other  infirmaries,  have  experienced  the 
same  shortage. 

Now  is  the  time  for  those  who  desire  to 
render  service  to  the  sick  poor  to  prove  their 
mettle.  The  vocation  which  is  discovered  only 
when  the  war  drums  begin  to  throb,  and  which 
"  folds  its  tents  li'-e  the  Arabs  and  as  silently 
steals  away  "  "  when  the  war  drum  throbs  no 
longer  and  the  battle  flags  are  furled  "  is  no 
true  one.  The  real  test  of  a  nurse  is  not  how 
she  performs  her  work  in  the  stress  of  an 
unusual  rush,  or  in  the  excitement  of  a 
Casualty  Clearing  Station,  though  nurses  have 
responded  splendidly  to  the  demands  upon 
them  in  this  direction.  But  only  the  sea- 
soned and  experienced  worker,  whose  earnest- 
ness of  purpose,  quality  of  service,  and  staying 
power  have  been  tested,  should  be  assigned  to 
positions  in  these  outposts  ;  the  real  test  is  the 
way  in  which  a  nurse  responds  to  the  demands 
of  "  the  trivial  round,  the  common  task." 

The  acute  stage  of  the  war  is  now  over. 
Military  Hospitals  are  being  closed  down, 
nurses  and  V.A.D.s  are  being  demobilised  in 
increasing  numbers.  But  the  poor  always  we 
have  with  us,  and  from  many  a  sick  bed  in  poor 
law  infirmaries  (soon,  we  hope,  to  be  municipal 
hospitals  under  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with 
the  taint  of  pauperism  for  ever  removed)  comes 
the  silent,  pathetic  appeal  for  service.  There 
is  no  glamour  about  this  work.  Many  of  the 
patients  are  not  interesting  from  the  profes- 
sional standpoint,  or  as  individuals,  except  so 


far  as — to  the  student  of  human  nature — every 
human  being  is  interesting.  Their  lives  have 
been  too  narrow,  their  circumstances  too  hard 
and  too  circumscribed,  to  permit  of  their  culti- 
vating the  graces,  and  developing  the  intelli- 
gence found  in  those  more  happily  placed. 

But  those  whose  chosen  vocation  in  life  is 
to  bring  help  and  healing  to  their  fellow  men 
and  women  are  not  out  to  find  the  attractive 
and  interesting,  but  the  necessitous,  and  where 
more  surely  will  they  find  them  than  in  the 
wards  of  our  pe^or  law  infirmaries? 

At  no  time  are  our  infirmaries  overstaffed, 
and  at  present  their  need  for  an  increase  in  all 
grades  of  their  nursing  staffs  is  acute.  Is  it 
too  much  to  hope  that  a  proportion  of  the 
nurses  returning  from  war  work  will  turn  their 
attention  to  this  branch?  V.A.D.s  could  find 
no  better  way  of  testing  their  vocation,  or  of 
giving  proof  of  their  earnestness  of  purpose, 
than  by  entering  the  wards  of  some  well- 
organized  infirmary  for  training.  There  work 
is  waiting  to  be  done ;  the  sick  and  infirm  are 
suffering  for  lack  of  the  attentions  which  mean 
so  much  to  those  whose  outlook  is  bounded  by 
the  four  walls  of  a  ward,  and  who  suffer  dis- 
comfort, and  even  pain,  because  the  necessary 
care  cannot  be  given  them.  Shall  they  call  in 
vain  while  hands  which  might  help  them  are 
idle? 


At  a  recent  Quarterly  Court  of  Governors 
at  the  London  Hospital  it  was  announced  that 
instead  of  appointing  new  members  to  fill 
vacancies  on  the  honorary  medical  staff,  whole- 
time  officers,  to  be  adequately  paid,  would  be 
appointed.  This  system,  if  adopted  by  the 
voluntary  hospitals,  will  revolutionise  medical 
practice  in  relation  to  them,  and  the  ultimate 
result  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  whole-time  State 
Medical  Service  for  both  treatment  .and 
teaching. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT   ARE   THE   DUTIES  OF  THE   NURSE   IN   CARING 

FOR   A    CASE    OP   INFLUENZAL    PNEUMONIA?     WHAT 

PRECAUTIONS    SHOULD    SHE    TAKE    FOR    HER    OWN 

PROTECTION  ? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Theodosia  Meade,  Petteril  Bank, 
Carlisle. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Influenzal  pneumonia  being  a  form  of  acute 
septic  pneumonia,  throwing  great  strain  on  the 
heart,  the  two  chief  aims  in  its  care  are  (i)  to 
keep  up  the  patient's  strength  and  powers  of 
resistance;  {2)  to  dilute  and  carry  off  the 
poison. 

(i)  From  the  first  the  patient  should  be  kept 
absolutely  quiet,  in  a  well-ventilated  room,  a 
free  current  of  air  being  allowed  around  the 
bed,  and,  if  the  cough  and  heart  symptoms 
admit  of  it,  should  be  nursed  in  the  flat  posi- 
tion ;  no  exertion  of  any  kind  must  be  per- 
mitted, the  nurse  performing  the  duties  of 
washing,  feeding,  turning,  &c.,  entirely.  When 
the  bedpan  is  required,  the  bed  made,  &c., 
assistance  must  be  procured,  and  while  one 
lifts  the  patient,  the  other  does  what  is  neces- 
sary, the  patient  not  being  allowed  to  lift  or 
exert  himself  at  all.  The  cough  must  be 
relieved  by  every  possible  means,  as  the  strain 
of  coughing  weakens  the  heart. 

Influenza  being  a  depressing  illness,  the 
patient  must  be  kept  cheerful,  and  not  allowed 
to  get  nervous  or  pessimistic  about  his  condi- 
tion. 

The  diet  is  of  great  importance,  and  should 
be  light,  nourishing,  and  easily  digested ;  milk, 
beaten  eggs,  soup,  &c.,  are  usually  given  while 
the  fever  is  high,  gradually  increasing  to 
puddings,  fish,  &c.,  in  convalescence.  Every- 
thing given  should  be  of  high  nutritive  value, 
and  the  patient's  rare  desire  for  food  or  drink 
taken  every  advantage  of. 

Stimulants  will  be  ordered  by  the  doctor  if 
required. 

(2)  The  poisons  from  the  body  are  carried 
away  by  four  channels — the  bowels,  kidneys, 
skin,  and  lungs — ^^and  to  assist  these  channels 
in  their  function  is  one  of  the  chief  parts  of  the 
treatment  of  septic  diseases. 

The  hoivels  should  be  kept  freely  opened,  to 
clear  off  the  poisons  and  to  keep  the  rectum 
and  lower  bowel  clear,  so  that,  if  necessary,  a 
saline  would  be  easily  retained.  Care  must  be 
taken  in  the  use  of  enemata  that  the  rectum 
does  not  get  irritated,  in  case  nutrients  have 
to  be  resorted  to. 


The  kidneys  must  be  kept  well  flushed, 
plenty  of  water  and  bland  drinks  being  given. 

The  pores  of  the  skin  should  be  kept  open 
and  clear  by  spongmg  at  least  twice  daily. 
This  is  of  great  importance,  as  it  also  helps  to 
lower  the  temperature. 

The  momth  and  throat  must  be  kept  clean 
with  an  antiseptic  mouthwash  and  gargle  used 
repeatedly.  Care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
mouth,  tongue,  and  lips  from  getting  sore,  and 
a  mixture  of  glycerine  and  boracic,  lemon,  or 
thymol  applied  regularly. 

Other  symptoms  and  any  complications  must 
be  treated  as  they  arise. 

Ex.  Hyperpyrexia — by  cold  sponging,  packs, 
^c.  The  nurse  should  remember  that  influenzal 
pneumonia,  being  a  highly  infectious  disease, 
all  discharges  from  the  patient  must  be  dis- 
infected and  burnt,  and  the  sputum  received 
into  a  disinfectant  solution;  the  clothes,  &c., 
disinfected  before  washing.  Also  that,  in  a 
fatal  case,  the  patient's  body  is  infectious  after 
death,  and  must  be  treated  accordingly. 

It  is  the  nurse's  duty  to  take  every  precau- 
tion for  her  own  protection  against  influenzal 
pneumonia.  Good  regular  meals,  proper  rest 
and  sleep,  a  daily  bath  and  outdoor  exercise 
are  essential ;  she  should  gargle  frequently 
with  a  good  antiseptic. 

One  of  the  new  *'  influenza  masks  "  may  also 
be  worn  with  advantage  when  attending  to  the 
patient ;  also  a  washable  overall. 

Mrs.  Dodd  writes  : — "  The  fact  that 
influenzal  pneumonia  is  highly  infectious, 
necessitates  that  all  things  used  by  the  patient 
should  be  kept  apart  from  those  used  by  other 
members  of  the  household.  It  is  a  good  plan 
to  mark  aU  utensils  and  cloths  used  for 
washing-up  purposes.  .  .  .  One  of  the  after- 
effects of  influenzal  pneumonia  is  extreme 
weakness  and  lack  of  energy.  A  patient  stands 
a  far  better  chance  of  complete  recovery  bv 
*  making  haste  slowly,'  and  receiving  the  full 
benefit  of  a  few  more  days'  good  nursing  than 
may  appear  necessary. " 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  J.  McNeillie,  Miss  R.  E. 
S.  Cox,  Miss  D.  J.  Wallace,  Miss  Frances 
Waugh,  Miss  Winifred  Appleton,  Miss  Hilda 
Smith,  Mrs.  J.  Dodd,  Miss  Kathleen  A.  Fyson, 
Miss  Louisa  K.  Clarke. 

QUESTION   FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

What  do  you  know  of  erysipelas  and  its 
origin?  What  are  the  principal  nursing  points? 
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DOCTORS  URGED  TO  RESIST 
NOTIFICATION. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Medical  Defence  Union,  4,  Trafalgar  Square, 
W.C.  2,  to  discuss  the  notification  and  preven- 
tion of  specific  diseases,  resolutions  were 
passed  suggesting  that  resistance  to  notifica- 
tion should  be  urged  on  the  medical  profession 
as  being  a  breach  of  confidence  between  patient 
and  doctor,  and  on  the  ground  that  notification 
would  lead  to  concealment  of  disease,  and  that 
the  profession  be  encouraged  to  recommend 
to  patients  the  adoption  of  the  very  simple  and 
easily  carried  out  measures  of  prophylaxis, 
which  have  been  proved  to  be  effective  in  the 
Army  and  Navy. 

WARNED  AGAINST  MARRIAGE. 

The  most  explicit  information  should  be 
available  for  young  persons  of  both  sexes  con- 
cerning venereal  disease,  and  no  prudery  and 
false  modesty  should  stand  in  the  way  of  in- 
struction. Australia  is  giving  a  lead  in  this 
matter,  and  increased  powers  over  sufferers  are 
sought  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  Victoria 
in  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Venereal  Diseases  Act. 
Under  the  Act  only  State-aided  hospitals  may 
be  used  for  the  treatment  of  persons,  but  ex- 
perience has  shown  the  necessity  to  use  other 
places,  and  amendments  to  permit  of  this  are 
included  in  the  Bill. 

The  amending  legislation  does  not  go  as  far 
as  that  in  other  States  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  marriage  of  a  sufferer.  In  other 
places  marriage  is  prohibited,  but  under  Vic- 
toria's Bill  power  will  be  given  a  doctor  to 
inform  a  medical  inspector  of  the  intention  of 
any  patient  to  contract  marriage,  should  the 
condition  of  such  patient  be  such  as  to  warrant 
his  being  "  warned  "  against  marriage.  The 
medical  insi>ector  may  then  inform  the  other 
party  to  the  proposed  marriage  or  the  parents 
or  guardian  of  the  party. 

This  is  right,  and  will  save  many  tragedies. 

PASTEUR  FLU  CURE  VACCINE. 

Several  of  the  Parisian  newspapers  announce 
tl  at  a  new  vaccine,  which  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Institut  Pasteur  for  use  against  influenza 
complications,  has  been  experimented  with  on 
a  large  scale  at  Besancon,  and  has  been  found 
a  great  success,  not  only  for  preventive  but  also 
for  curative  purposes. 


TELEPATHY. 


Doctors  will  confer  at  the  British  Medical 
Council  Conference  in  April  on  the  connection 
between  the  past  and  present  prevalence  of 
Influenza. 


THE  SUB.CONSCIOUS  MIND.      DISCARNATE 
SPIRITS. 

In  connection  with  the  incident  which  you 
republish  from  the  Sunday  Express  it  may  be 
of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers  to  recount 
one  which  I  had  at  first  hand  from  a  great 
friend  of  my  own,  a  Member  of  the  Association 
and  the  Matron  of  a  Children's  Hospital  in 
London.  Incidentally,  as  the  Celtic  tempera- 
ment is  believed  to  be  more  truly  psychic  than 
that  of  any  other  of  the  more  highly  civilized 
races,  I  may  say  that  she  comes  of  a  race  of 
Highlanders  in  one  of  the  most  northerly  dis- 
tricts of  Scotland,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prac- 
tical people  I  know,  with  no  leanings  whatever 
towards  spiritualism.  Her  Hospital  is  appa- 
rently an  absorbing  interest  to  her,  and  every 
child  in  it  appears  to  have  a  place  of  its  own 
in  her  affections.  She  related  to  me  the  follow- 
ing incident,  not  as  anything  new  and  strange, 
but  simply  among  other  events  in  connection 
with  the  death  of  one  of  the  children  to  whom 
she  had  been  particularly  attached.  To  this 
partially  paralysed  little  girl  she  had  given 
some  little  silver  slave  bangles,  which  had  been 
a  source  of  special  delight  to  the  child. 

While  the  Matron  was  away  on  one  occasion 
she  had  news  that  the  child  had  grown  sud- 
denly worse,  and  she  at  once  returned  to  the 
Hospital.  When  she  arrived  the  little  one 
struggled  in  the  most  pathetic  manner  to 
convey  to  her  some  information,  but  the 
attempt  to  say  even  the  word  "  Matron  " 
failed  ;  then  a  pencil  was  put  into  the  small 
white  fingers,  but  they  too  refused  their  task, 
and  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  "  Matron  "  to 
understand  what  the  child  could  wish  to  say 
to  her  failed.  The  sadness  of  the  whole  scene 
and  the  strained  look  on  the  little  dead  face 
were  too  much  for  my  friend,  and  she  decided 
to  spend  the  night  at  a  house  where  her  uncle 
was  staying.  In  the  morning  when  she  came 
down  to  breakfast  she  said  to  him  :  "  Maggie 
came  to  me  last  night;  she  had  given  her 
bangles  to  Mrs.  P.  J.  [naming  a  lady  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  coming  in  to  teach  the  children], 
and  she  wishes  me  to  get  them  and  put  them 
on  her.  I  must  go  up  to  the  Hospital  after 
breakfast  and  see  to  it."  No  efforts  to  con- 
vince her  that  she  had  really  only  been  dream- 
ing were  of  any  use,  and  on  reaching  the  Hos- 
pital she  said  to  the  housekeeper,  whom  she 
met  in  the  hall,  "  Send  Sister  to  me;  Maggie 
has  been  to  me,  and  she  wishes  me  to  get  her 
bangles  from  Mrs.  J."  The  housekeeper 
promptly  went  to  the  Sister  with  the  informa- 
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tion  that  the  Matron  had  become  quite  un- 
balanced through  her  grief  at  the  child's  death, 
and  the  Sister,  acting  on  this  belief,  proceeded 
to  offer  all  sorts  of  soothing  remarks  and 
assurances  that  she  must  have  been  dreaming, 
and  that  Mrs.  J.  could  not  possibly  have  the 
bangles,  which  no  one  had  thought  to  look  for 
after  the  child's  death.  The  Matron  insisted  : 
"  Do  as  I  ask  you;  go  to  the  telephone."  On 
the  nurse  calling  up  Mrs.  J.,  the  latter  replied, 
"  Yes,  I  have  the  bangles,  but  how  did  you 
know?  "  "  Matron  told  me."  "  Oh,  but  this 
is  dreadful.  I  promised  Maggie  that  she  would 
never  know  that  they  had  been  broken,  In  case 
she  might  feel  hurt,  and  that  they  would  be 
mended  in  Hariesden  instead  of  at  some 
jeweller's  near  the  Hospital.  Maggie  will  be 
so  distressed  that  Matron  knows." 

"Maggie  is  dead,"  was  the  reply.  The 
bangles  were  brought,  and  just  as  the  little 
white  coffin  arrived,  "  Matron  "  went  into  the 
children's  chapel  and  slipped  them  over  the 
stiff  white  fingers.  One  curious  thing  was  that 
when  she  had  gone  into  the  chapel  the  night 
before,  the  strained,  agonised  expression  had 
been  still  on  the  child's  face,  and  she  noticed 
on  this  last  occasion  that  there  was  now  only 
one  of  peaceful  sleep.  "  But,"  she  remarked, 
"  that  may  have  been  due  to  a  physical  cause, 
as  there  had  been  some  kind  of  growth  on  the 
brain,  and  after  death  there  was  a  rather  pro- 
fuse discharge  from  the  ears,  which  may  have 
removed  some  pressure." 

At  the  same  time,  she  also  related  to  me  an 
incident  when  she  had  had  a  sudden  and  dis- 
tinct telepathic  knowledge,  when  in  the  North 
(vf  Scotland,  of  some  crisis  then  taking  place  in 
her  Hospital,  and  of  how  she  had  dreamt  of 
the  Hospital  all  night.  There  is  irrefutable 
evidence  that  several  people  that  night  in  the 
Hospital  had  visualised  her  in  the  hall,  wards, 
and  a  nurses'  sick  room.  The  difficulty  is  to 
decide  how  far  such  occurrences  are  due  to  so- 
called  spiritualism  and  how  far  they  are  tele- 
pathic thought  transferences  so  strong  that 
thought  forms,  in  a  sense,  actually  visualise 
themselves.  Isabel  Macdonald. 

We  hop>e  to  quote  from  some  of  the  interest- 
ing Competition  Papers  received  last  week  on 
"  Have  You  seen  a  Ghost?  "  It  is  a  highly 
scientific  question,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  more 
carefully  studied  in  the  future. 


EDITH    CAVELL. 


An  Italian  medical  journal  recommends  a 
saturated  solution  of  chlorinated  lime  for  sterilizing^ 
the  skin.  It  is  said  to  be  efficacious,  harmless,  and 
unirritating-  for  the  disinfection  of  the  hands  of 
physicians  and  nurses. 


The  body  of  Miss  Edith  Cavell  is  to  be  brought 
from  Brussels  to  England,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  in  honour  of  her  martyrdom  her  remains 
should  be  accorded  a  public  funeral  before  she 
is  laid  to  rest  in  her  native  land.  This  mark  of 
national  respect  will  commend  itself  to  her 
colleagues  and  the  public. 


The  Rev.  H.  Stirling  Gahan,  British  chaplain 
at  Brussels,  who  ministered  to  Nurse  Cavell  the 
night  before  her  death,  says  The  Times,  appeals 
for  subscriptions  to  provide  a  memorial  to  her. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  memorial  should  take  the 
form  of  the  completion  of  Christ  Church,  Brussels, 
together  with  a  mural  tablet  or  some  other  proper 
and  appropriate  expression  of  the  purpose  and 
dedication  of  the  work.  The  work  would  include 
the  completion  and  roofing  of  the  main  entrance  ; 
a  proper  heating  installation  ;  the  payment  of 
;^200,  lost  through  the  failure  of  a  bank,  and  still 
owing  for  the  organ  ;  and  a  small  parochial  room. 
The  last  item  is  almost  vitally  necessary  as  a 
meeting  place  for  the  British  community  in 
Bruisels. 

Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  Mr.  Gahan,  care  of 
the  Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society,  g, 
Serjeants'  Inn,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C.  4. 

Gaston  Quien,  the  man  who  is  suspected  of 
having  given  information  to  the  Germans  regarding 
Miss  Edith  Cavell,  will  shortly  be  examined. 

He  was  helped  by  zealous  patriots  to  cross  the 
occupied  departments  in  Belgium  and  reach  The 
Hague.  Instead  of  aiding  his  countrymen  to 
escape,  as  he  had  undertaken  to  do,  he  informed 
the  Germans  of  secret  Allied  organisations,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  guide  the  German  police 
into  Miss  Cavell's  nursing  home  in  Brussels. 


HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 

At  an  Investiture  at  Buckingham  Palace, 
on  Saturday,  8th  inst.,  the  King  decorated  the 
following  ladies  : — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross  (Second  Class). 

Sister  Elizabeth  Lawton,  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  ;  Staff 
Nurse  Alice  England,  Royal  Naval  Hospitals ; 
Staff  Nurse  Elizabeth  Campbell,  Queen  Alex- 
andra's Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  ; 
and  Sister  Frances  Brown,  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Matron  Constance  Todd,  St.  John'sjAmbulance 
Brigade. 


The  Military  Medal  is  "  the  simple  and  glorious 
emblem  of  the  highest  military  virtues  which  illus- 
trious Generals  and  humble  soldiers  wear  with  the 
same  pride." — M.  Poincar^. 
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NURSING  AND  THE  WAR. 

British  Nursing  Sisters  are  with  the  Army  of 
Occupation  in  Germany,  and  the  group  depicted 
are  of  the  staff  of  No.  36  Casualty  Clearing  Station, 
standing  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  at  Cologne. 
In  the  background  is  the  celebrated  Hohenzollern 
Bridge,  members  of  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses  knew  so  well  in  191 2. 


A.G.  10,  as  the  Adjutant-General's  Department 
at  the  War  Office  is  technically  known,  has  not 
yet  made  up  its  mind  whether  nvirsesand  V.A.D.s 


Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  said  that  a  scheme 
for  improvement  of  salary  of  the  Ntirsing  Sisters 
of  Queen  Alexandra's  Naval  Nursing  Service  is 
being  considered  by  the  Admiralty.  It  is  high 
time,  as  Truth  states.  "  The  omission  of  all 
reference  to  Queen  Alexandra's  Royal  Naval 
Nursing  Service  in  the  recent  announcements  of 
bonuses,  prize  bounties,  and  war  gratuities  for 
everybody  else  in  the  Navy  is  so  astonishing  that 
one  would  think  it  can  only  be  due  to  accidental 
oversight,  though  the  accident  would  still  be 
inexcusable.  Nothing  whatever  has  been  done 
for  the  nurses  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 


BKITISH    SISTERS    ON     THE     RHINE. 


who  served  in  Malta  and  Gibraltar  during  the 
war  are  to  be  awarded  the  19 15  Star. 

Technically,  it  is  stated,  they  have  no  claim 
thereto,  as  Malta  and  Gibraltar  have  always 
ranked  as  home  stations.  But  it  is  pointed  out 
on  behalf  of  the  nurses  that  women  who  braved 
the  insanitary  conditions  of  Malta — many  con- 
tracted severe  illness  there — and  went  back  and 
forth  in  hospital  ships,  risking  submarines  on  every 
trip,  are  worthy  of  the  honour.  Hundreds  of 
applications  for  the  medal  have  been  received,  and 
tlie  nurses  are  very  anxious  to  share  in  this  honour. 


In  reply  to  Major  Wheeler,  the  Parliamentary 


Yet  if  their  services  ever  came  to  be  recorded  they 
will  make  a  most  stirring  story.  Many  of  them 
have  had  long  spells  of  service  in  hospital  ships. 
They  have  shared  with  our  sailors  all  the  horrors 
and  perils  of  '  unrestricted  '  kultur  on  the  high 
seas.  They  have  ministered  unceasingly  to  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  crowded  hospitals  on  shore. 
And  what  have  they  got  for  it  all  ?  They  began 
at  £^0  a  year  when  a  sovereign  was  still  worth 
20s.  The  figure  remains  £^0,  with  the  sovereign 
down  to  IDS.  They  can  rise  to  /60  in  course  of 
time,  but  no  higher.  And  if  they  continue  to 
serve  till  the  age  of  fifty  they  may  qualify  for  a 
pension  of  70  per  cent,  of  their  exiguous  pay." 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


How  splendidly  the  •Queen's  Nurses  all  over 
the  country  have  carried  on  the  work  during 
the  war  is  being  told  at  the  annual  meetings 
of  District  Nursing  Associations,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  note  that  at  last  those  who  employ 
them,  and  help  to  organize  their  work,  are 
realising  the  miserable  remuneration  they 
receive  for  their  great  and  beneficent  national 
work.  We  have  always  claimed  that  ;^5o 
salary  is  the  very  minimum  which  should  be 
offered  to  women  who  are  doing  more  to  raise 
the  standard  of  national  health  than  any  other 
class  of  workers. 


A  Meeting  of  the  Queen's  Fund  for  the 
Maintenance  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Insti- 
tute for  Nurses  met  at  58,  Victoria  Street  on 
the  3rd  March. 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  who  presided,  said 
the  report  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  the  supply 
of  Queen's  Nurses  presented  a  serious  problem. 
As  the  standard  of  living  had  risen,  and  the 
salaries  attached  to  other  posts  open  to  nurses 
had  been  so  greatly  increased,  it  was  in  August 
last  decided  as  an  emergency  measure  that  the 
minimum  clear  salary  for  a  Queen's  Nurse 
should  be  increased  to  £40.  It  would  be 
generally  admitted  that  many  of  the  nurses  and 
■staff  of  the  Queen's  Institute  should  receive 
higher  salaries  than  those  paid  at  present. 

The  minimum  for  the  nurses  in  the  districts 
throughout  the  country  paid  by  the  local  Asso- 
ciations was  now  £40  a  year,  but  the  Council 
thought  that  the  minimum  should  be  ;^5o  for 
a  Queen's  Nurse  everywhere,  and  it  was  in- 
tended that  this  recommendation  should  be 
made  to  the  Associations.  The  extra  sums 
■required  by  the  Institute  had  been  estimated  as 
follows  : — 

1.  To  meet  the  increased  cost  of  the  training, 
supply,  and  supervision  of  nurses — ^;^3,5oo. 

2.  To  meet  the  reduction  of  the  fees  to  be 
received  from  the  Associations  (ijn  order  to 
enable  them  to  increase  the  salaries  of  their 
nurses) — £1 ,  500. 

3.  To  be  added  to  the  Queen's  Nurses' 
Benefit  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  personal  benefit  of  the  nurses — £2,000. 

These  three  sums  amount  to  ;^7,ooo,  and  the 
Institute  vi^as  asking  the  Queen's  Fund  to  raise 
this  extra  _;^7,ooo  per  annum  for  at  least  three 
years,  not  at  present  intending  to  guarantee 
the  future  beyond  that  date,  as  it  was  thought 
that  the  nursing  arrangements  of  the  country 
would  undergo  great  and  radical  changes 
during  that  period. 


It  was  decided  to  make  every  pffort  to  raise 
the  fund  of  ;^7,ooo  a  year  for  the  next  three 
years. 

District  Nursing  will  no  doubt  in  the  future 
be  classed  as  Public  Health  Nursing,  and  will 
be  organized  by  the  Health  Ministry,  and  not 
be  dependent  on  charity,  which  so  far  has 
resulted  in  a  graduated  system  of  almost 
sweated  conditions  for  the  nurses,  whose  ill- 
paid  labour  has  made  the  care  of  the  poor  in 
their  own  homes  possible.  For  the  future  this 
tax  must  not  fall  upon  the  worker,  and 
managers  be  permitted  to  offer  charity  on  the 
cheap. 


The  effects  which  the  establishment  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  have  upon  voluntary 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  sick  and  poor  were  dis- 
cussed at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Scar- 
borough and  District  Nursing  Association,  and 
the  advent  of  the  national  body  was  not  viewed 
with  whole-hearted  approval. 

Miss  Amy  Hughes,  late  Superintendent  of 
Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses, 
warned  nurses  and  workers  that  there  were 
difficult  times  ahead  for  nursing  associations 
throughout  the  country,  and  said  that  under 
the  Ministry  of  Health  they  must  all  be  pre- 
pared for  changes.  She  pleaded  that  the  new 
proposals  of  the  Government  should  be 
approached  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  "  be- 
cause," she  proceeded,  "the  work  of  the 
nurses  has  not  been  thoroughly  understood"  nor 
thoroughly  grasped  by  official  people,  and 
unless  we  are  prepared  tO'  alter  a  little,  we  shall 
simply  be  crowded  out,  and  the  Government 
will  be  inclined  to  put  in  people  without  half 
their  practical  experience,  and  without  that 
sympathy,  that  tact,  that  knowledge,  and  that 
love  of  the  people  which  characterises  gcod 
district  nurses." 

Unless  committees  and  nurses  were  willing, 
she  added,  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  new  con- 
ditions, it  would  do  harm  to  the  national 
welfare  rather  than  good  to  have  the  Ministry 
of  Health  established ;  but  if  they  adopted  a 
conciliatory  attitude,  the  district  nurses  would 
be  able  to  save  a  great  deal  of  the  invasion  of 
the  home  life  of  mothers,  whom  they  ought  to 
encourage  to  respect  it. 


"  Southwold,"  St.  Lawrence,  the  beautiful 
Isle  of  Wight  home  of  Lady  Madden,  has  been 
kindly  placed  at  the  service  of  the  nursing  staff 
of  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consump- 
tion at  Ventnor,  pending  the  erection  of  a  per- 
rpanent  home,  for  which  funds  are  now  being 
solicited.      The    loan    of    "  Southwold  "    will 
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greatly 

The  trained  Superintendents  of  all  well- 
managed  Nursing  Homes  would  welcome 
registration,  and,  if  need  be,  professional  in- 
spection, and  the  verdict  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Wittring  Court  scandal  will,  we  should 
hope,  make  some  form  of  protection  for  the 
public  compulsory.  That  a  poor  paralysed  old 
woman  should  be  permitted  to  run  a  home 
without  nursing  help — a  home  in  which  there 
have  been  nine  deaths  since  1913 — ^and  that 
sick  people  can  be  admitted  into  a  home 
described  as  absolutely  filthy,  to  die  of  neglect 
and  starvation,  as  agreed  by  the  coroner's 
jury,  shows  a  deplorable  negligence  upon  the 
part  of  those  responsible  for  the  safety  of  sick 
people.  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  and 
registration  of  Nursing  Homes  would  soon  put 
an  end  to  such  barbarities. 


The  Medical  Press  has  always  had  very 
sound  views  on  nursing  economics,  and  has  not 
hesitated  to  point  the  moral.  Referring  last 
week  to  Nursing  in  Ireland,  it  states  : — 
"  Neither  the  hospitals  nor  the  general  public 
are  entirely  free  of  the  cliarge  of  sweating  their 
nurses,  and  one  cannot  doubt  that  if  the  nurses 
did  not  show  some  signs  of  discontent  the 
present  condition  Avould  persist  without  im- 
provement. 

The  promoters  of  the  Nation's  Tribute  to 
Nurses. in  Ireland  had  no  Inesitation  in  telling 
the  public  that  nurses  could  not  expect  to  earn 
enough  to  make  provision  for  their  old  age, 
and  that  the  charity  of  the  public  should  keep 
'  worn-out  '  nurses  out  of  the  workhouse.  That 
it  should  be  regarded  as  proper  for  nurses  to 
be  dependent  on  charity  to  keep  them  from 
starvation  is  an  intolerable  state  of  affairs. 
The  public  and  the  hospitals  must  recognise 
that  nursing  is  to  be  a  livelihood  for  those  who 
engage  in  it,  and  that  the  economic  position  of 
nurses  must  be  made  secure.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  a  more  efficient  service 
can  be  thus  obtained." 


Trained  Nurses  had  better  suffer  a  bit  longer 
from  bad  economic  conditions  than  agree  to  the 
"  charity  "  remedy  proposed  by  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.  It  is  as  financially  unsound  as 
it  is  humiliating.  Combine  for  a  g-ood  living 
wag-e  and  owe  no  man  anything.  Thus,  and 
thus  only,  can  the  worker  maintain  her  self- 
respect  and  the  respect  of  her  fellows. 


Ball  patronage  of  the  "  poor  nurses,"  in  con- 
nection with  the  "  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  " 
(most  unnational  of  schemes)  is  now  going 
one  better  with  its  **  Baby  Show  Prize 
Scheme,"  which  it  is  running  in  connection 
with  the  National  Baby  Week  Council,  which 
ought  to  know  better  than  enter  into  such  a 
partnership. 

We  are  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  views 
of  Miss  Ada  Wallas,  so  admirably  set  forth  in 
the  Morning  Post,  who  deplores  this  blatant 
advertising  in  connection  with  Infant  Welfare. 
As  she  states,  practical  workers  have  endea- 
voured to  do  their  work  without  charity,  with- 
out patronage,  and  with  only  such  investig^ation 
as  is  medically  necessary.  This  letter  ends  : — 
"We  consider  that,  now  that  a  Ministry'  of 
Health  is  being  created,  and  the  responsibility 
of  the  whole  community  for  the  health  of  our 
Ix>pulation  is  recognised,  methods  of  propa- 
ganda which  involve  public  shows  of  the 
mothers  and  infants  of  a  great  democracy  are 
neither  necessary  nor  desirable." 


CARE   OF  THE  WOUNDED. 


An  Army  Order  issued  recently  states  that 
wound  stripes  may  be  worn  by  officers,  soldiers, 
and  members  of  the  military  nursing  Services  in 
respect  of  wounds  sustained  in  any  campaign  prior 
to  August  4th,  19 1 4.  Retired  officers,  ex-officers, 
discharged  soldiers,  and  retired  nurses  who  were  in 
direct  military  employment  may,  if  duly  qualified, 
wear  these  distinctions  on  plain  clothes.  Official 
casualty  lists  of  records  constitute  the  authority 
for  wearing  wound  stripes. 


The    Daily    Sketch,    having    provided    itself 
with    a    huge    advertisement    throug"h    Victory 


A  British  Relief  Unit  has  this  week  been  sent 
to  Syria.  The  party  numbered  about  50,  and 
included  doctors,  nurses,  and  others  qualified  to 
organise  industries  for  boys  and  girls.  They  were 
accompanied  on  a  short  visit  to  Syria  and  Palestine 
by  Mr.  T.  H.  Baxter,  organising  secretary  of  the 
Syria  and  Palestine  Relief  Fund,  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
has  organised  the  Relief  Unit.  It  is  expected  that 
the  work  of  the  Unit,  which  will  be  stationed  at 
Damascus,  will  continue  until  nearly  the  close 
of  the  year. 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Girton  and  Newnham 
Colleges  War  Hospital  report  that  their  hospital 
is  at  present  established  on  the  outskirts  of 
Salonika,  but  that  the  orthopaedic  department 
will  probably  be  moved  before  long  to  Belgrade. 
In  view  of  the  terrible  conditions  of  the  country 
it  will  long  be  of  value  to  the  Serbs  ;  and  it  is 
proposed  that  it  should  eventually  form  part  of  a 
memorial  to  the  devoted  work  and  self-sacrifice 
of  Dr.  Elsie  Inglis. 


i68 


^be  Britieb  3ournal  of  mursiUQ. 


March   15,    1919 


NATIVE    HOSPITAL    AIDS. 


A  pamphlet  on  "  Native  Hospital  Aids,'* 
entitled  "  A  Guild  Organization  :  Some  Sug- 
gestions,"  consists  of  articles  originally  pub- 
lished in  the  South  African  Nursing  Record. 
The  author  is  Miss  M.  E,  Barker,  R.R.C., 
trained  in  the  Nightingale  Schbol  of  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital,  London,  who  has  had  a 
varied  nursing  career,  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
both  civil  and  active  service,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Johannesburg  Hos- 
pital. 

Miss  Barker  discusses  first  "  The  Certificate 
Question,"  and  lays  down  the  fundamental 
principles  that  "everything  possible  should  be 
done  to  give  relief  and  succour  to  the  sick  and 
suffering,  no  matter  what  be  the  colour  of  the 
patient's  skin,  but  our  efforts  to^  dO'  this  must 
be  guided  by  wisdom  and  foresight,  otherwise 
there  is  danger  of  doing  incalculable  harm 
instead  of  good."  Then  having  recognized  the 
need  for  more  skilled  attention  for  the  native 
races,  she  endeavours  to  estimate  the  true 
value  of  the  second-grade  nurse,  and  arrives  at 
the  difficulty  that  it  is  impossible  to  put  a  value 
on  what  is  untried.  The  only  standard,  there- 
fore, by  which  to  test  those  suitable  for  the 
official  seal  as  qualified  is  the  white  standard, 
and  the  white  woman  has  to  supply  credentials 
of  a  status  generally  before  she  is  admitted  to 
any  training  school,  while  the  native  woman 
would  gain  her  certificate  almost  entirely 
through  her  ability  to  pass  a  second-grade 
examination  in  theory. 

Miss  Barker  supports  with  irrefutable  argu- 
ments her  contention  :  "  Grant  a  second-grade 
certificate,  and  the  retrograde  process  would 
as  surely  come  as  night  follows  day.  .  .  ,  There 
is  only  one  safe  rule  in  granting  a  Government 
certificate  of  qualification  for  nursing,  and  that 
is  that  it  shall  always  be  of  the  first  grade,  for 
if  we  are  to  prove  worthy  of  those  from  whom 
we  gained  the  light  and  knowledge  we  now 
enjoy  of  the  science  and  art  of  our  profession, 
our  aim  must  be  to  hand  it  on  better  than  we 
found  it.  This,  our  birthright,  carries  with  it 
great  responsibilities  towards  the  native 
races." 

Miss  Barker  says  that  while  being  strongly 
against  instituting  a  second-grade  certificate 
for  native  women,  all  thoughtful  people  are 
agreed  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
teach  and  guide  them  on  their  upward  climb 
for  better  conditions.  On  these  lines  much  is 
being  taught  to  the  girls  who  work  in  the 
wards  of  native  hospitals  on  the  mines  under 
qualified  nursing  sisters. 


ASSOCIATION     OF    TRAINED     NURSES 
ENGAGED  IN   PUBLIC   HEALTH   WORK. 


Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Christian, 
President  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, presided  at  the  Conference  of  the 
newly  organized  Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
Engaged  in  Public  Health  Work  on  Saturday, 
March  8th,  held  at  the  Medical  Society's 
Rooms,  II,  Chandos  Street,  London,  W. 

On  her  arrival  the  Princess  was  received  oy 
the  Chairman  of  the  Association,  Miss  Flor- 
ence Wise,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee 
which  had  organized  the  Conference.  Miss 
Margaret  Alderman,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  pre- 
sented to  Her  Royal  Highness  a  very  beautiful 
bouquet  of  daffodils  and  foliage. 

The  Princess  Wishes  the  new  Association 
Success. 

On  taking  the  Chair,  Her  Royal  Highness 
said  : — 

"  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  preside  at 
your  Meeting  this  afternoon,  particularly  as  it 
has  been  represented  to  me  that  this  is  the  first 
Conference  organised  by  the  Association  of 
Trained  Nurses  engaged  in  Public  Health 
Work. 

Such  a  Conference  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  at 
this  time,  when  so  many  problems  in  connec- 
tion with  Health  Work  have  to  be  faced,  and 
it  gives  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  find  the  nurses 
calling  Meetings  such  as  this  to  discuss  health 
questions. 

Before  asking  your  speakers  to  address  the 
Meeting  I  should  like  to  wish  your  new  Society 
every  success,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  it 
may  have  a  career  of  great  usefulness  before  it. 

You  will  be  very  disappointed  to  learn  that, 
at  the  last  moment,  the  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Holmes  found  it  impossible  to  be  present.  The 
nurses,  who  arranged  this  Conference,  at  once 
got  into  communication  with  Mr.  Gillie,  who 
shares  with  the  Archdeacon  a  wide  popularity 
among  our  nurses.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Gillie  has  to  set  off  on  a  long  train  journey 
at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  he  acceded  at 
orice  to  their  request,  and  you  will  all  join  with 
me  in  thanking  him  for  coming  here  at  no  small 
inconvenience  to  himself  in  order  to  help  you. 
I  will  not  say  more  just  now,  as  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  unnecessarily  the  time  he  can  spare 
to  us,  more  especially  as  I  learn  that  we  can 
only  have  the  hall  for  a  limited  interval  this 
afternoon.  I  will  now  call  upon  Mr.  Gillie  to 
address  vou.'^ 
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The  Rev.  R.  C.  Gillie. 

The  Rev.  R.  C.  Gillie,  in  commencing  his 
address,  paid  a  most  eloquent  tribute  to  the  work 
done  by  the  nurses  throughout  the  war.  They 
had  performed  their  work  with  unshrinking  fideUty . 
It  has  been  said  that  the  men  who  had  fought  and 
died  had  won  the  crown  of  honour.  He  (Mr. 
Gillie)  thought  that  if  this  were  so,  it  might  well 
be  said  that  the  nurses  had  won  their  coronet. 
They  had  endured  hardship  and  danger,  had  gone 
without  question  wherever  duty  called  them. 
That  they  should,  at  this  time,  organize  a  Society 
such  as  that  under  the  auspices  of  which  the 
Conference  was  held,  showed  that  their  work  for 
their  country  was  not  finished.  The  formation  of 
such  a  Society  appeared  a  most  hopeful  sign  and 
expressive  of  their  desire  to  serve  England  ;  he 
considered  that  the  Society  would  do  much  to 
prevent  disease  and  suffering,  and  to  secure  that 
little  children  would  not  start  life  with  weakened 
constitutions  and  crippled  in  the  race  of  life. 
The  whole  population  was  bound  to  benefit 
through  the  efforts  of  this  Society  of  Trained 
Nurses   in   Public   Health  Work. 

Mr.  Gillie  expressed  his  conviction  that 
thoroughly  equipped  and  thoroughly  qualified 
workers  should  take  the  field  of  Public  Health 
Work,  and  thereby  the  best  would  be  secured 
for  even  the  poorest.  Nothing  could  be  more 
calamitous  than  that  such  work  should  be  under- 
taken by  those  who  are  not  properly  qualified. 
People  without  knowledge  and  experience  would 
only  add  to  the  anxieties  of  the  working  fathers 
and  mothers.  Speaking  as  a  member  of  the 
public,  Mr.  Gillie  said  that,  apart  from  actual 
professional  qualifications,  he  could  say  from 
experience  that  the  nurses  had  proved  themselves 
to  be  possessed  not  only  of  skill  but  of  tact,  which 
had  enabled  them  to  establish  the  kindliest 
relationships  with  those  whom  it  was  their  duty 
to  teach  and  care  for.  Mr.  Gillie  told  a  touching 
story  of  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  wife 
of  a  poor  patient  for  his  district  nurse,  and  wished 
the  Society  a  happy  and  successful  field  of  public 
service. 

Dr.  Margaret  Rorke. 

Dr.  Margaret  Rorke,  who  has  wide  experience 
in  Welfare  Work,  both  from  an  administrative 
and  practical  point  of  view,  emphasised  the 
importance  of  securing  fully  qualified  nurses  for 
Public  Health  Work.  The  mothers,  she  said 
wanted  women  who  "  knew  their  job,"  who 
understood  what  they  had  to  teach;  and  tbey 
respected  those  who  did.  There  was  a  tendency 
to  have  too  much  of  the  amateur  element  in 
Pubhc  Health  Work  at  the  present  time,  and 
naothers  resented  this  and  regarded  it  as  a  form 
of  district  visiting  of  a  very  inquisitive  kind. 
The  mothers  were  very  shrewd  and  soon  knew 
a  woman  who  understood  her  work,  and  they  did 
not  wish  the  advice  of  inexperienced  women  ; 
the  teaching  of  those  had  no  value  in  the  eyes  of 
the  working  mother.  Women  of  character  were 
wanted  for  Public  Health  Work — women  of  wide 


experience,  women  with  full  hospital  training,  and 
with  as  much  special  training  in  other  branches 
as  may  be  possible,  and  women  were  wanted  who 
had  a  wide  knowledge  of  humanity  and  of  work 
among  the  sick  and  the  poor.  In  short,  those  who 
are  to  undertake  Public  Health  Work  should  be 
fully  equipped  for  it.  The  V.A.D.s,  whom  it  was 
proposed,  should  enter  the  field  of  such  work, 
were  not  adequately  equipped  and  trained  for  the 
responsibilities  which  such  work  involves,  but 
they  had  a  certain  youthful  brightness  which  was 
a  considerable  asset.  They  had  not  had  the  same 
hard  life  that  the  nurses  had,  they  had  not  had  to 
undergo  the  three  or  four  years  of  hospital  training 
which — under  the  present  system — sapped  so 
much  of  the  vitality  of  the  nurses.  The  latter 
could  not  be  expected  to  bring  to  the  work  the 
same  youthful  gaiety  and  the  influence  which  such 
brightness  gave  when  they  were  overworked 
and  often  harassed  by  the  necessity  for  providing 
for  old  age,  when  very  insufficiently  paid  and 
unable  to  get  the  recreation  and  change  so  neces- 
sary in  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  work,  and 
which  other  women  enjoyed. 

Dr.  Rorke  said  tha  t  she  was  glad  that  the  nurses 
had  decided  to  form  an  Association  of  those 
members  of  the  profession  who  were  engaged  in 
Public  Health  Work.  She  felt  that  she  could  not 
urge  them  too  strongly  at  this  time  to  combine 
and  so  protect  themselves.  It  was  only  by  taking 
combined  action  that  they  could  protect  them- 
selves from  the  semi-trained.  Every  nurse  in 
Public  Health  Work  should  join  the  Association, 
and — speaking  from  the  medical  point  of  view — 
she  hoped  that  the  Association  would  do  all  in 
its  power  to  urge  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
employ  only  fully  trained  nurses,  to  pay  them 
adequately,  and  provide  them  with  pensions. 

Miss  G.  Le  Geyt. 

Miss  Le  Geyt  spoke  eloquently,  as  follows  : — 

Your  Royai  Highness,— By  your  gracious 
words  you  have  given  me  just  the  necessary 
courage  to  face  my  fellow  workers  with  an  over- 
whelming conviction  of  the  necessity  for  trained 
nurses  in  Public  Health  work  to  form  an  organised 
Society. 

To  launch  another  Society  at  a  time  when  every 
trained  nurse  should  already  be  a  member  of  a  self- 
organised  Nurses'  Society,  preferably  the  one  of 
which  your  Royal  Highness  is  the  esteemed 
President,  the  R.B.N. A.,  because  it  is  a  matter 
of  duty  that  each  member  of  the  nursing  profession 
should  use  her  influence  and  take  her  share  in 
helping  to  obtain  a  just  and  true  Bill  in  Parliament  • 
for  State  Registration — therefore  to  launch  yet 
another  organisation  has  not  been  undertaken 
without  due  consideration  and  from  a  sense  of 
grave  necessity  in  the  interests  of  trained  nurses 
now  engaged  in  Public  Health  work. 

What  can  be  more  refreshing  than  "  good 
talk  "  when  it  is  in  the  company  of  one's  fellow 
workers,  with  no  restrictions  to  the  amount  of 
"  shop  " — well  it  is  just  this  opportunity  which  a 
society  of  our  own  will  give  us  • 
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It  cannot  be  denied  we  are  on  the  threshold  of 
attaining  universal  recognition  of  the  old  proverb, 
"  prevention  is  better  than  cure,"  but  only 
through  enlightenment  can  we  carry  into 
homes  the  fundamental  truth  of  that  tiresome  old 
platitude  of  our  copy-bool^  days. 

To  change  the  attitude  of  the  type  of  mind 
that  regards  precaution  as  pandering  to  that 
totally  despised  quality  "  fear,"  and  to  turn 
that  attitude  to  one  of  simple  knowledge,  based 
on  wisdom,  sounds  no  great  mental  feat — only 
those  who  attempt  the  task  know  what  an  uphill 
process  it  is^ — or  to  train  oneself  to  listen  with 
indefatigable  patience,  sympathy  and  tact  to 
the  multitudinous  forms  in  which  ignorance  is 
embedded  in  superstition.  Then,  again ,  to  deal  with 
poverty  coupled  wi+h  its  endless  train  of  ill-health 
and  despondency,  and  to  realise  there  may  be 
but  one  opportunity — the  fir^t,  of  using  the  right 
phrase  to  present  the  inquirer's  needs,  and  so  set 
in  motion  a  right  train  of  thought  and  knowledge, 
for  the  mothers  of  the  rising  generation.  I  am 
convinced  these  are  a  few  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  we  are  up  against  in  Public  Health  work. 
It  is  just  this  psychological  factor  in  preventative 
work  which  constantly  opens  up  new  vistas  of 
possibility  in  speeding  on  results.  We  are  still  so 
very  much  in  the  experimental  stages  of  the  work, 
surely  the  greatest  good  can  only  be  obtained  by 
our  having  opportunities  of  meeting  and  discussing 
our  mutual  experience,  successful  or  otherv/ise, 
and  giving  the  results  for  the  benefit  of  each 
other. 

Your  Royal  Highness  has  more  than  once  im- 
pressed on  us  the  urgent  necessity  of  our  managing 
the  affairs  of  our  own  profession  :  to-day,  I  hope 
you  see  the  outcome  of  your  good  counsels. 

As  you  see  by  the  leaflets  distributed,  our  idea 
is  to  hold  conferences  for  which  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  getting  specialists  to  consent  to 
speak  or  read  papers  which  we  hope  later  to  pub- 
lish in  pamphlet  form,  and  thus  circularise  our 
ideas  and  problems. 

With  the  approach  of  a  Health  Ministry  it  is 
vital  to  us  to  be  organised,  and  to  be  prepared 
to  express  our  opinions  on  the  complex  propositions 
relating  to  the  place  and  future  work  of  the  trained 
nurse  in  the  Public  Health  Services. 

We  must  be  prepared  for  competition  in  this 
vastly  interesting  field  of  work  from  women,  who 
consider  other  portals  than  those  of  the  Nurse- 
Training  Schools  will  suffice  to  equip  them  for  this 
work  of  national  importance.  Without  organisa- 
tion we  shall  have  no  opportunity  of  bringing  any 
influence  to  bear  on  the  vexed  questions  which 
seem  likely  to  arise. 

In  my  opinion,-  our  minimum  of  three  years' 
general  training  in  hospitals  or  infirmaries 
is  the  essential  technical  foundation,  on  which  to 
build  up  our  work,  in  addition  to  which  experience 
in  midwifery  is  necessary.  A  knowledge  of 
sociology,  the  laws  relating  to  public  health,  tuber- 
culosis work  and  the  post-graduate  courses 
already  established  for  Queen's  Nurses,  are 
invaluable. 


We  have  one  great  asset  in  our  favour  in  claiming 
our  rightlto  servelithe  State.  Thanks  to  the 
devoted  work  of 'nurses  before  and  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Queen  Victoiia's  Jubilee  Institute 
in  1887,  which  has  helped  to  gain  for  us  trained 
nurses  the  confidence  of  the  mothers,  we  now 
have  their  trust  to  a  degree  which  might  be  the 
envy  of  statesmen  and  politicians.  1*1 

This  asset,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  our  work 
is  associated  with,  and  under,  the  guidance  of  those 
most  trusted  of  all  people,  the  wise  physician. 
And  yet  we  must  take  to  heart  these  famous 
words  of  warning  : — 

There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men, 
Which  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune. 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

Our  only  fortune  can  be  the  fruits  of  successful 
work,  the  best  of  all.  The  trained  nurse's  oppor- 
tunity is  NOW — all  too  soon  it  may  be  too  late. 

The  standard  of  nursing  in  public  health  work 
is  all  important.  It  is  necessary  that  Parliament 
should  without  delay  enforce  a  safe  standard 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  I  therefore  propose  with 
pleasure  the  following  Resolution  : — 

A     STANDARD     OF     NURSINQ     IN     THE 
INTERESTS     OF     THE     PUBLIC. 

"  That  this  Conference  wishes  to  place  on  record  its 
opinion  that  in  the  interests  of  the  public  and  trained 
nurses  alike  it  is  expedient  that  a  Bill  should  be 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  to  provide  for  the  registration  by 
the  State  of  fully  qualified  nurses,  and  that  such  a  Bill 
should  insure  that  the  legislative  authority  over 
the  nurses  shall  be  free  from  bias  towards  any  one 
organisation  or  another  and,  further,  that  the  Bill 
should  provide  for  a  One  Portal  System  of  three  years' 
hospital  training  to  qualify  nurses  for  admission  to 
the  Register." 

Miss  Holmes,  in  seconding  the  Resolution,  said  : 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  this  Resolution. 
I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  administrative  work 
among  women,  and  I  feel  that  none  but  the  fully 
qualified  should  be  given  positions  of  responsibility 
in  connection  with  Public  Health  Work.  I 
endorse  all  that  Miss  -Le  Geyt  has  said  as  regards 
the  need  for  a  just  system  of  State  Registration. 

The    Resolution  was   carried  unanimously. 

Miss  Alderman  then  put  the  following  resolution 
to  the  meeting  : — 

AN    ADVISORY    COUNCIL    OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 

That  this  Conference  considers  that  if  a  State 
Nursing  Service  is  established  under  the  Ministry  of 
Health  there  should  be  appointed  an  Advisory  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses  to  advise  on  all  questions  relating 
to  nursing. 

T^s  a  Society,  said  Miss  Alderman,  we  are  going 
to  raake  the  study  and  propaganda  of  all  matters 
relating  to  preventive  work  our  chief  object.  For 
some  years  a  number  of  doctors  and  trained 
Nurses  have  been  quietly  doing  Public  Health 
Work.  Some  have  been  working  for  voluntary 
societies  and  some  for  municipal  authorities.  The 
Medical  and  Nursing  Professions  should  form  the 
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connecting  link  between  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  people  of  England.  We  must  remember 
that  the  actual  teaching  and  the  carrying  out  of 
the  laws  of  health  are  going  to  be  recognised  as  being 
of  more  importance  than  hitherto.  We  want 
properly  qualified  sisters  to  be  teachers  and  helpers. 
We  hope  that  nurses  engaged  in  all  branches  of 
preventive  work  will  give  the  Association  of 
Trained  Nurses  engaged  in  Public  Health  Work 
the  benefit  of  the  practical  knowledge  they  have 
gained.  With  this  object  in  view  we  are  going  to 
hold  Conferences  and  publish  the  information  that 
we  gather  together. 

Miss  Bowen,  in  supporting  the  Resolution,  said 
that  she  considered  that  it  was  most  important 
that  the  nurses  should  have  a  voice  in  advising  on 
all  questions  relating  to  nursing  matters  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

In  closing  the  Conference  Her  Royal  Highness 
Princess  Christian  said  : — 

"  I  am  sure  that  you  will  all  agree  with  me  when 
I  say  that  we  have  listened  to  three  very  interesting 
addresses  this  afternoon  and,  in  your  name,  I 
thank  the  speakers  very  warmly  not  only  for  those 
but  for  the  encouragement  which  their  presence 
on  your  platform  must  give  to  you  as  regards 
arranging  for  further  meetings  of  a  similar  kind. 
Once  more  I  wish  your  new  Society  every  possible 
success. 

A    KIND   AND    WISE    FRIEND. 

Miss  Wise,  in  thanking  the  Princess  for  pre- 
siding, said  :  "  It  is  my  very  great  privilege 
to  propose  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Christian  for  the  great 
honour  she  has  done  us  in  presiding  this  afternoon 
at  the  first  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Trained 
Nurses  engaged  in  Public  Health  Work. 

' '  I  need  scarcely  remind  you  that  our  Princess — 
if  she  will  allow  me  to  call  her  so — leads  the  van- 
guard in  all  that  concerns  the  best  interests  of 
nurses.  She  has  given  us  her  help  for  so  many 
years  and,  by  fixity  of  purpose  and  purity  of  aim 
in  these  times  of  struggle,  endeavours  to  set  us  an 
example  of  courage  and  determination.  We  feel- 
that  we  have  in  her  not  merely  a  gracious  patron 
but  also  a  kind  and  wise  friend. 

"  May  I  ask  Your  Royal  Highness  to  accept 
our  sincere  thanks  ?  " 

In  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  was 
carried  with  acclamation,  the  Princess  said  she 
was  always  glad  to  feel  that  the  nurses  looked 
upon  her  as  their  friend.  She  could  assure  them 
that  they  had  no  better  friend. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Hon.  Officers. 
Miss  Florence  Wise,   Superintendent  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  Canonbury    Park,   has   been   elected 
Chair maH  of  Committee   of  the  Association. 

Miss    Margaret    Alderman    has    been  elected   Hon. 
Secretary. 

April  Conference. 
A    Conference    organised    by    the    Association    of 
Trained  Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work  will  be  held 


at  10,  Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square,  on  Saturday, 
April  5th,  at  3.30  p.m.,  when  Miss  Bowen  will  speak 
on  "  Infant  Welfare  Centres,"  and  it  is  hoped  that 
many  of  the  nurses  who  attend  will  take  part  in  the 
discussion  afterwards.  g] 

Scale  of  Salaries  for  Public  Health  Workers. 
The  Committee  of  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
in  Public  Health  Work  have  drawn  up  a  scale  of 
salaries  and  have  forwarded  it  to  the  Minister  of 
Reconstructon,  and  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
Organised  Societies  of  Nurses  on  the  Special  Com- 
mittee which  has  been  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  National  Council  of  Women,  to  consider  the 
Economic  Position  of  Nurses  (with  reference  to  hours 
of  work,  pay,  and  physical  welfare). 

How  TO  Join  the  Association. 
For  forms  of  Application  for  Membership  off^the 
Association  of  Trained  Nurses  engaged  in  Public 
Health  Work  apply  to  Miss  Alderman,  Hon.  Secretary, 
at  the  Office  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
10,  Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square,  W.  i.  The 
Annual  Membership   Subscription  is   2s.  6d. 


Speak  thou  the  truth  ;  let  others  fence 

And  trim  the  words  for  pay. 
In  pleasant  sunshine  of  pretence 

Let    others   bask   their   day. 

Be  true  to  every  inmost  thought. 
And  as  thy  thought  thy  speech ; 

What  thou  hast  not  by  suffering  bought 
Presume  thou  not  to  teach. 

Alford. 


MANCHESTER   WORKERS   SUPPORT 
OUR   NURSES'S   BILL. 


The  Manchester  Branch  of  the  Workers'  Union 
passed  the  following  resolution  at  its  meeting 
held  on  March  6th  : — 

That  this  meeting,  recognising  the  immediate 
necessity  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  urges 
the  Government  to  provide  facilities  for  the  progress 
of  the  "  Central  Committee's  Bill,"  which  passed  its 
first  reading  in  the  House  of  [Commons  previous  to 
the  outbreak  of  war. 

Further  that  we  strongly  protest  against  the  op- 
positionBill  promoted  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
which  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  State  Registration, 
by  providing  for  an  unlimited  number  of  Supplemental 
Registers. 

Copies  of  this  resolution  were  forwarded  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  Labour  Party.  Mem- 
bers of  the  organized  nurses'  societies  will  receive 
this   intimation   with   sincere   gratitude. 


PRACTICAL    POINTS. 

To  cure  hoarseness,  says  The  Canadian  Nurse, 
bake  a  lemon  twenty  minutes  in  a  moderate 
oven  ;  then  open  it  at  one  end,  dig  out  the  inside, 
and  sweeten  with  molasses.  After  it  is  eaten 
the  hoarseness  will  be  nearly  all  gone.  Repeat 
in  an  hour,  and  the  throat  will  be  cleared  as  if 
by  magic. 
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NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


LIVERPOOL    BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  upstairs 
room  at  the  "  Coffee  Pot,"  Renshaw  Street,  on 
February  27th,  at  7  p.m.  The  gathering  was  a 
success  in  every  way,  except  numbers  ;  the 
attendances  being  disappointingly  small.  Several 
letters  of  apology  for  absence  were,  received.  Miss 
Jeffries  (Hon.  Treasurer)  acted  as  Chairman,  and 
Miss  Tipper  gave  a  short  talk  on  "  The  Present 
Outlook  for  Nurses,"  in  which  she  pointed  out  the 
activities  of  the  Union  for  the  past  year  and  the 
opportunities  there  would  be  in  the  future  for 
Nurses'  societies  which  were  on  a  democratic  basis 
and  run  on  democratic  lines.  She  urged  all  nurses 
to  support  the  Bill  for  state  registration  of  the 
Central  Committee.  She  said  if  nurses  were  alive 
to  their  own  interests  and  those  of  the  community 
they  would  take  a  much  more  active  part  in  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs,  and  also  in 
matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  nation.  They 
would  see  to  it  that  the  nursing  of  the  poor  and 
helpless  in  their  own  homes  was  of  the  best,  and 
not  left  to  untrained  and  half-trained  people  who 
did  not  possess  the  knowledge  and  observation 
so  necessary  for  this  branch  of  nursing,  and  which 
only  adequate  and  thorough  training  could  give. 
She  urged  nurses  to  qualify  themselves  for  the 
new  posts  which  are  being  created  in  the  Public 
Health  services  and  to  see  to  it  that  only  fully- 
trained  people  were  appointed.  Nurses  as  a  whole 
needed  to  cultivate  a  broader  spirit  and  take  a 
greater  interest  in  social  questions  outside  their 
own  particular  branch,  otherwise  they  would  fall 
short  in  sympathy  and  understanding  which  were 
such  important  assets  in  a  nurse's  career.  Liver- 
pool nurses  had  not  shown  their  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  the  Union,  or  there  would  have  been  a 
much  larger  number  present.  What  was  needed 
was  one  or  two  public-spirited  nurses  to  take  up 
the  work  and  make  the  Union  a  living  force  in 
the  nursing  world  of    Liverpool. 

A  good  discussion  followed,  in  the  course  of 
which  Miss  Macalister,  a  member  of  the  branch, 
spoke  very  strongly  of  the  way  in  which  funds 
were  being  raised  for  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses, 
and  stated  that  she  had  already  written  a  personal 
protest,  which  she  had  sent  to  Lady  Cowdray. 
Others  present  supported  Miss  Macalister. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Temple,  a  member 
of  the  Liverpool  Committee,  light  refreshments 
were  provided,  and  much  enjoyed. 

THE     BRISTOL    BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bristol  Branch  of 
the  N. U.T.N,  was  held  on  February  21st.  Tea  was 
kindly  provided  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  H.  Cross.  After 
the  business  meeting  a  paper  was  read  by  Miss 
Gunter  on  "  The  Future  of  V.A.D.s,"  and  a  discus- 
sion followed  of  much  interest. 

The  Bristol  Branch  hope  to  inaugurate  a  Paper 
Club  as  part  of  their  scheme  of  work  for  the 
coming  year. 


IRISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  held  on  March  ist,  at  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green. 
The  President  (Miss  Carson  Rae)  was  in  the  Chair, 
and  there  was  a  good  attendance. 

The  annual  report  was  read  ;  the  adoption  of 
it  was  moved  by  Miss  Thornton,  seconded  by  Miss 
Reeves,  and  passed  unanimously.  When  printed 
it  will  be  circulated  amongst  the  members. 

On  the  conclusion  of  business  there  was  an  open 
discussion  on  the  present  unrest  in  the  Irish  nursing 
world.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  pubUc  meeting  in 
the  near  future  in  order  to  consider  further  the 
best  way  of  uniting  to  remedy  existing  grievances. 
In  view  of  the  action  of  a  certain  number  of  nurses, 
in  starting  a  trade  union  of  nurses,  it  is  felt  that 
they  ought  clearly  to  understand  what  they 
commit  themselves  to,  in  joining  a  trades  union." 
In  spite  of  all  the  arguments  in  its  favour,  it  is  felt 
that  however  beneficial  it  may  be  for  the  other 
bodies  of  Women  Workers,  a  trades  union  is  not 
the  best,  or  only  way,  for  nurses  to  remedy  their 
grievances.  M.  L.  O'Keefe,  Secretary. 

THE    PASSING    BELL 

We  regret  to  report  that  Sister  Isabelle 
Katherine  Mina  MacDonald  succumbed  to  an 
attack  of  pneumonia,  contracted  while  nursing 
a  patient  with  that  disease  at  the  Hopital  Militaire, 
No.  I,  Palavas,  on  February  21st. 

Sister  MacDonald  was  trained  at  the  Natal 
Government  Hospital,  Durban,  South  Africa,  and 
was  subsequently  Ward  Sister  at  the  Mayo 
College,  Lahore,  India.  She  joined  the  Joint  War 
Committee  Nursing  Staff  in  191 5,  and  went  first 
to  the  Belgian  Field  Hospital,  Hoogstadt,  after- 
wards serving  on  Home  Service.  Only  last 
December  she  was  sent  by  the  British  Committee 
of  the  French  Red  Cross  to  the  Military  Hospital, 
Palavas,  but  during  that  short  time  she  had  much 
endeared  herself  to  both  patients  and  colleagues, 
who  sincerely  riiourn  her  loss. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S   IMPERIAL    MILITARY 

NURSING    SERVICE. 

MATRON  IN-CHIEF. 

Miss  A.  Beadsmore  Smith,  R.R.C.,  has  been  (as  we 
reported)  appointed  Matron-in-Chief  of  Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Batholomew's  Hospital, 
London,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  Army 
Nursing  Service  for  many  years,  having  served  in  the 
South  African  War.  Miss  Beadsmore  Smith  is  a 
lady  of  exceedingly  courteous  demeanour,  and  will 
we  have  no  doubt,  inculcate  a  polite  and  tactful  tone 
throughout  her  Department  in  its  relations  with  the 
public- — a  change  urgently  needed,  and  which  will 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned.  Many 
women  placed  in  public  positions  of  authority  have 
got  to  learn  that  the  public,  and  their  subordinates, 
have  a  right  to  courtesy,  and  that  good  manners  are 
an  invaluable  asset  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline. 
"  Ask  pretty  "  is  seldom  refused. 
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QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S    MILITARY    NURSING 
SERVICE    FOR    INDIA. 

Miss  Dorothy  Webley  has  been  appointed  Nursing 
Sister  in   Q.A.M.N.S.   for  India. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR      NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Inge  Brochner  is  appointed  to  Hampshire 
C.N. A.  as  County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Mabel  A. 
Batt>'e,  to  Manchester  (Ardwick)  ;  Miss  Margaret 
Bloor,  to  Manchester  (Salford)  ;  Miss  Amy  L.  Pell,  to 
Manchester  (Salford)  ;  Miss  ■  Helen  Grant,  to  White- 
haven ;    Miss  Lucy  Marshall  to  Enfield. 

MATRON. 
^  The  London  Hospital,  Whitechapel,  E. — Miss 
Monk  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  London  Hospital,  where  she  has  held  various 
positions  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  Miss  Monk 
has  been  Matron's  Chief  Assistant  for  seven  and  a-half 
years,  and  has  acted  as  Matron  for  some  time  past. 
She  was  also  elected  steward  twelve  months  ago. 
(  It  was  reported  at  the  quarterly  Court  of  Governors, 
on  the  5th  inst.,  that  very  careful  consideration  had 
been  given  to  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  the 
important  position,  and  "  it  was  felt  the  appointment 
should  be  filled  by  a  '  Londoner.'  "  Cela  va  sans 
dire  I  Apparently  the  Officials  of  the  London 
Hospital  had  the  identical  sensations  a  few  years  ago 
when  a  vacancy  had  to  be  filled  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Ho.spital.  They  knew  better,  however,  than  to  outrage 
the  feelings  of  their  own  Nursing  Staff  by  appointing 
a>  Matron's  Assistant  from  an  outside  institution, 
and  thus  depreciating  the  status  of  their  own  Nursing 
School. 

P  Royal  Victoria  and  W.  Hants  Hospital,  Boscombe.— 
Miss  Edith  M.  Tucker  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital  and  held 
various  positions  as  Sister.  She  was  also  Matron's 
Assistant  and  Lecturer  to  students  and  nurses.  In 
19 12  Miss  Tucker  served  in  the  Balkan  War,  and  was 
Matron  of  the  Maraslion  Didas  Kalion  Hospital. 
Recently  she  has  held  the  position  of  Matron  of  the  Hos- 
pital for  Children,  Leasowe,  Cheshire. 

Montgomery  County  Infirmary.— Miss  E.  M.  Lumley 
has  been  appointed  Matron .  She  now  holds  the  position 
of  Matron  at  the  Davenham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Northwich. 

NURSE     MATRON, 

'  Staines  Cottage  Hospital.— Miss  K.  de  Martigney 
has  been  appointed  Nurse  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  and  has  seen 
service  in  South  Africa  (Boer  War)  ;  London  ;  Canada  ; 
America;  and  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Hospital  for 
Officers,   Staines. 

SISTER. 

•TMoseley  Sanatorium. — Miss  Maud  M.  Ball  has  been 
appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  been  Sister  at  Cuthen 
Sanatorium. 


OUR    FOREIGN   LETTER. 


"THE  VISION." 

We  have  received  so  many  expressions  of  appre> 
elation  of  the  verse  headed  "The  Vision,"  by 
C.  B.  M.,  which  appeared  on  the  14th  September, 
that  it  has  been  -republished  in  card  form.  Those 
bereaved  by  the  loss  of  dear  ones  in  battle  to  whom 
it  has  been  sent  are  greatly  comforted  by  the  beauty 
and  feeling  of  the  lines. 

The  cards,  price  3d.,  can  be  obtained  from 
Manager,  B.].N.  Office,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  i. 
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War  Zone  it  must  still  be  called  until  Peace  is 
definitely  signed,  but  the  Censor  will  no  doubt 
permit  the  fact  to  be  revealed  that  the  hospital 
is  actually  si+uated  in  the  beautiful  town  of 
Gorizia,  for  the  possession  of  which  so  many 
lives  were  sacrificed. 

There  is  something  inexpressibly  thrilling  in 
living  in  the  only  portion  of  European  territory 
actually  taken  by  the  Allies  from  the  enemy  by 
force  of  arms  in  all  the  four  years  of  war.  Though 
several  otherwise  quite  intelligent  French  people 
whom  I  have  met  out  here  were  firmly  convinced 
that  Italy  only  came  into  the  war  at  the  time  of 
the  Caporetto  disaster  seventeen  months  ago,  we 
English  have  not  forgotten  how  splendidly  she 
fought  in  1 91 5,  when  her  initial  dash  carried  her 
across  the  Isonzo  and  left  her  for  over  a  year 
menacing  and  striving  to  take  this  historic  city. 

In  the  southern  gateway  of  the  now  ruined 
Castle-fortress,  ruined  chiefly  on  its  northern  side 
by  the  efforts  of  the  Austrians  to  retake  it,  is 
still  to  be  seen  a  marble  tablet  recording  how,  in 
the  early  days  of  the  bombardment,  a  young 
Austrian  lieutenant  "  found  on  this  spot  a  hero's 
death."  He  at  least  was  only  doing  his  duty. 
Peace  be  to  his  ashes. 

Dominating  the  Castle  is  the  famous  Monte 
Santo,  where  once  stood  an  Austrian  monastery. 
After  the  fall  of  Gorizia,  in  19 16,  the  Austrians 
converted  it  into  a  fortress  from  which  they 
battered  the  devoted  city  with  heavy  guns.  By 
superhuman  exertions  this  fortress  was  taken  by 
the  Italians.  Only  those  who  have  themselves 
climbed  the  steep  sides  of  Monte  Santo  and  seen 
the  Austrian  positions,  tunnels,  dug-outs,  etc., 
still  filled  with  stores  of  munitions,  bombs,  etc., 
can  have  any  idea  of  what  the  taking  of  such  a 
position  from  below  must  have  meant ;  beyond 
it  is  the  great  Bainsizza  plateau.  Of  the  monastery 
itself  there  now  scarcely  remains  "  one  stone  upon 
another,"  but  the  whole  place  is  strewn  with  relics 
of  a  mighty  struggle,  and  of  an  Austrian  flight. 

The  city  itself  has  suffered  severely.  To  begin 
with  it  was  well  defended  by  the  Austrians,  who 
had  gun-emplacements  in  villa  gardens,  'public 
squares,  and  other  convenient  spots,  and  were  only 
driven  out  with  difficulty  and  at  the  cost  of  much 
destruction. 

During  the  year  of  Italian  occupation,  from  the 
autumn  of  1916  to  October,  191 7,  there  was  little 
leisure  for  restoration,  and  another  year  of  Austrian 
rule  profited  the  city  even  less  !  In  November, 
19 1 8,  the  Italians  returned  in  triumph,  without 
further  fighting,  and  since  then  much,  in  the  way 
of  clearing  away  ruins,  repairing  walls  and 
churches,  etc.,  has  been  done.  The  ruined  cathe- 
dral has  just  been  re-opened  for  service,  though 
daylight  is  still  visible  through  many  a  hole  in 
wall  and  roof.  It  is  said  that  eighteen  of  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  once  Austrian  city  of 
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Gorz  remained  throughout  the  three  changes  of 
masters,  and  are  still  there  ! 

One  curiour  defensive  position  was  the  ancient 
cemetery,  where  the  Austrian  trenches,  barbed 
wire  entanglements,  etc.,  are  still  in  situ.  Heavy 
shelling  of  the  spot  broke  open  many  of  the  old 
family  vaults,  and  coffins  are  to  be  seen  ripped 
open  and  still  standing  at  all  sorts  of  grim  angles, 
reminding  one  forcibly  of  the  Dore  engravings  of 
the  Resurrection.  In  the  middle,  among  old 
ItaUan  and  Slav  graves  and  monuments,  is  one 
small  spot  devoted  to  the  graves  of  officers  and 
men  of  the  Austrian  force  who  fell  in  the  early 
struggles  on  Podgora,  a  significant  Slav  name 
belonging  to  the  lesser  heights  on  the  Italian  side 
of  the  city. 

This  is  not  the  place,  even  if  expert  knowledge 
were  available,  to  enter  upon  the  vexed  question 
of  whether  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  or  the  newly 
formed  Jugo-Slav  state  has  the  better  moral  or 
pohtical  right  to  the  majority  of  late  Austrian 
territory  on  the  Adriatic,  but  there  is  no  question 
that  this  country  is  Slav.  One  has  only  to  look  at 
the  little  low  houses,  with  painted  wooden  decora- 
tions, or  the  more  pretentious  ones  with  projecting 
double  windows,  or  at  the  people  themselves,  with 
the  faces  and  costumes  of  South  Russia,  or  to 
speak  to  them  in  any  modicum  at  one's  command 
of  Russian  or  of  Serbo-Croat,  with  which  their  own 
Slovene  tongue  is  nearly  identical,  to  realise  this 
fact.  Moreover,  a  little  inn  anywhere  is  labelled 
and  called  Gostilna,  and  not  an  Albergo.  A  shop- 
keeper is  a  trgovec  and  never  a  negocianti,  and  the 
village  midwife  advertises  herself  as  a  Babica,  and 
not  as  a  Levatrice. 

On  the  road  across  the  historic  Carso,  between 
Gorizia  and  Trieste,  this  is  even  more  the  case.  The 
little  ruined  villages  might  have  come  out  of  a  box 
of  Russian  wooden  toys — they  are  tragic  in  the 
extreme,  for  the  houses  are  mostly  roofless,  and  the 
villages  without  a  single  inhabitant,  except  in  a 
few  cases  where  some  brave  spirits  have  returned 
to  Uve  in  hastily-erected  wooden  shelters,  and  to 
rebuild   their   shattered   homes. 

When  one  remembers  that  within  thirty  or 
forty  miles  of  this  desolated  Slovene  country, 
lately  Austrian  territory,  now  occupied  by  Italy, 
but  claimed  by  the  Jugo-Slavs,  those  very  Jugo- 
slavs, Serbs,  and  Croatians  are  fighting  one  another 
at  Lubiano,  one  realises  the  thorny  nature  of  the 
prohlema  Dalmatica,  now  exercising  the  Council 
of  Ten  in  Paris. 

Hospital  work  here,  of  course,  is  not  specially 
military  just  now,  though  the  patients  are  mostly 
soldiers,  except  the  out-patients.  Medical  cases 
include  the  usual  typhoids,  pneumonias,  and 
pleurisies,  with  an  occasional  sporadic  case  of  the 
terrible  "  grippe,"  happily  in  its  less  severe  form. 
The  surgical  cases  are  almost  entirely  accidents, 
due  to  careless  handling  of  the  ubiquitous  live 
bombs,  or  to  reckless  lorry  driving  ;  the  latter  are 
all  too  numerous. 

The  hospital  was  formerly  a  very  well  equipped 
Austrian  one,  and  it  is  curious  to  be  using  enemy 
sheets,  blankets,  temperature  charts,  etc.,  though 


in  their  flight  they  took|]away  most  of  what'^was 
portable,  except  the  patient !  To  their  great  haste 
at  this  particular  spot  is  no  doubt  due  the'^fact 
that  the  Officers'  and  Nurses'  joint  Mess  still  profits 
by  their  provision  of  mineral  water,  white  flour'^and 
lump  sugar — luxuries  long  unknown  to  most  of  us  ! 

Henriette  Taylor. 


BOOK    OF   THE    WEEK 


"THE  SPINNERS."* 

As  each  succeeding  novel  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Phillpotts  comes  under  our  notice,  we  are'struck 
afresh  at  the  marvellous  evidence  of  labour  and 
observation  which  must  have  gone  into  its  pro- 
duction. 

Lovers  of  nature  must  ever  have  an  inspired 
outlook  on  life,  and  Mr.  Phillpotts  is  not  only 
a  student  of  nature  but  a  master  in  word  painting. 
But  his  talent  is  by  no  means  confined  or  limited 
to  this  attractive  feature.  Industries  of  varied 
kinds  have  formed  the  basis  of  many  of  his 
powerful  stories,  and  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  by  his  close  acquaintance  with  the 
subject  he  has  chosen  for  his  purpose.  The  title 
of  the  book  under  our  notice  this  week  speaks  for 
itself.  It  describes  the  cotton  weaving  industry 
of  the  Dorset  folk,  and  incidentally  the  habits  and 
characteristics  of  the  folk  themselves. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  author's 
works  will  recollect  how  often  he  writes  of  the 
lawlessness  of  men  which  is  not  to  be  limited  to 
any  county  or  any  class.  This  tale  is  no  exception 
to  the  rule.  Henry  Ironsyde  had  died  leaving 
the  mill  and  his  money  to  his  elder  son,  cutting 
the  younger,  Raymond,  off  with  a  penny.  Daniel 
w'as  a  just  and  well-disposed  man,  and  he  kept 
the  spirit  of  his  father's  wishes  when  he  offered 
his  younger  brother  a  post  at  the  mill  at  a  liberal 
salary.  Young  Raymond  must  work  for  his 
money  or  be  a  beggar. 

Raymond  had  spent  his  life  thus  far  in  a  healthy 
and  selfish  manner.  He  preserved  the  perspective 
of  a  boy  into  manhood  ;  while  his  father  waited 
not  without  exasperation  for  him  to  reach  the 
adult  state  in  mind  as  well  as  body.  Henry 
Ironsyde  was  still  waiting  when  he  died,  and  left 
Raymond  to  the  mercy  of  Daniel. 

Raymond  accepted  his  brother's  offer  with  the 
intention  of  doing  as  little  as  possible  and  getting 
as  much  enjoyment  out  of  the  life  as  he  could. 
He  was  from  the  first  attracted  by  Sabina,  who 
was  accounted  the  most  skilful  spinner  at  the 
mill.  The  girls,  whose  high  task  it  was  to  spin, 
seemed  to  twinkle  here,  there  and  everywhere 
in  a  corybantic  measure  as  they  served  the  shout- 
ing insatiable  monsters  that  turned  the  flax  to  yarn. 

They,  indeed,  specially  attracted  Raymond  by 
the  activity  of  their  work  and  the  charm  of  their 
swift,  supple  figures,  where,  never  still,  they 
danced  about  with  a  thousand  strenuous  activities 


*  By     Eden     Phillpotts. 
Heinemann. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Fii^cl-  •  '^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*  1151.  •  branch  is  under  the  charge  of  a  fully 
qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

^^*/»/^*irl  •  "^^  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
OwL^OIlU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are   permitted, 

TPr  •  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*■  Illlvl  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P  il     ^    The  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  Eilways 

*  O 111  111  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 


555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT   THE   COUNTRY. 

^TION  ST., 
TTINGHAM. 


SIR  JESSE  BOOT,  Head  Office:  STATION  ST., 

Managing  Director.  K?^?  PW?Vi.S  .t^  NOTTINGHAM 
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of  hand  and  foot  and  eye.  Sabina  looked  much 
more  beautiful  while  spinning,  the  young  man 
thought.  Her  work  displayed  her  neat,  slim 
shape  as  she  twirled  round,  stooped,  leapt  up 
again,  twisted  and  stood  on  tip-toe  in  a  thousand 
fascinating  attitudes.  Never  a  dancer  in  the 
lime-light  revealed  so  much  beauty.  She  was 
arrayed  in  a  brown  gown  with  a  short  skirt,  and 
on  her  head  she  wore  a  grey  woollen  cap. 

But  Mr.  Best  forbade  an  interest  in  the  spinners. 
"  You  ain't  here  to  look  at  the  girls,  if  you'll 
excuse  my  saying  so.  You're  here  to  learn." 
Raymond  did  not  analyse  his  feelings  nor  look 
very  far  ahead.  He  did  not  bother  himself  to 
ask  what  he  wanted.  He  was  only  concerned  to 
make  Sabina  a  "  chum,"  as  he  said  to  himself. 
He  knew  this  to  be  nonsense,  even  while  he  said 
it,  but  in  the  excitement  of  the  quest,  chose  to 
ignore  the  issue.  One  can  easily  guess  from 
acquaintance  ^'  with  Mr.  Phillpotts'  works  what 
was  the  end  of  Raymond's  infatuation  for  the 
girl. 

At  first  he  was  genuinely  honest  in  his  intentions, 
and  promised  Sabina  marriage. 

"You'll  spin  my  happiness,  and  my  life  and 
my  fate  and  my  children;  I'll  spin  for  you,  and 
you'll  spin  for  me." 

But  when  she  had  yielded  to  him  his  mood 
changed.  The  sudden  death  of  his  brother  left 
him  rnaster  of  the  mill,  and  from  that  moment  he 
stvibbornly  refused  to  marry  the  girl  On  whom 
he  had  brought  disgrace.  A  curious  feature  of 
thejbook  is  interest  taken  in  Sabina's  wrongs  by 
the  child  Estelle  who,  at  the  time,  was  only 
eleven  years  old. 

Mr.  Phillpotts  seems  to  take  it  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  a  child  of  her  tender  years  should 
calmly  discuss  the  situation  with  Raymond. 

"  Everyone  who  understands  babies  says  he  is 
a|,iovely  one.  I  hope  you  are  going  to  look  at 
him  before  you  go  away,  because  he  is  yours. 
Somehow  they  are  not  pleased  with  you.  I  don't 
understand  about  it,  but  they  evidently  feel  that 
you  ought  to  have  married  Sabina.  I  suppose 
you  are  not  properly  his  father  if  you  don't  marry 
her." 

"  That's  nonsense  Estelle,  I'm  quite  properly 
his  father,  and  I'm  going  to  be  a  jolly  good  father, 
too." 

Mr.  Phillpotts  is,  without  doubt,  an  artist,  but 
one  can  hardly  imagine  a  conversation  of  this 
na^ture  taking  place  between  a  gently  born  little 
girl  and  a  young  man  who  had  behaved  in  the 
callous  manner  that  Raymond  had  done. 

Sabina's  child  grew  up  wild  and  lawless  with 
a  bitter  hatred  in  his  heart  for  the  man  that  had 
wronged  himself  and  his  mother.  The  hatred 
culminated  in  his  becoming  the  murderer  of  his 
father  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age. 

There  are  many  aspects  of  interest  in  the  book, 
and  the  incidents  of  the  rival  public  houses 
and  their  respective  keepers  is  described  with 
true  humour,  and  we  have  no  doubt  very  true 
to;  life.      ~ 

H.  H. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst   cordially  inviting   communications   ufon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  hi  -. 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  ANY  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  5EEN  A  GHOST  ?   t 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — It  was  with  great  interest  that 
I  read  Miss  McGrath's  account  of  the  appearance 
of  the  apparition  of  her  friend.  But  it  seems  a 
great  pity  that  she  was  unable  to  discover  whether 
or  not  the  friend  had  actually  passed  over  at  the 
time  Miss  McGrath  saw  herj  Apparently  Miss 
McGrath  relegates  this  and  similar  visions  to  "  the 
magnetic  influences  of  the  sub- conscious  mind." 
Does  this  explain  any  of  the  phenomena  associated 
with  "  seeing  ghosts  "  ? 

A  ghost  (Anglo-Saxon,  geist,  a  spirit)  is  usually 
taken  to  mean  a  disembodied  human  entity, 
distinct,  therefore  from  any  hallucination  of  the 
sub-conscious  mind  of  the  seer.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  one  of  the  reasons  why ' '  the  ghosts ' ' 
of  those  who  are  newly"  dead"  are  seen  by  friends 
not  normally  clairvoyant,  is  because  the  newly 
discarnate  spirit  can  draw  around  itself  a  more 
or  less  materialised  body  from  the  emanations 
belonging  to.  the  physical  body  before  that  body 
has  begun  to  decay. 

Surely  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  our 
first  thoughts  on  awaking  on  that  other  side  will 
go  out  to  those  we  loved  in  our  earthly  life.  And 
we  hasten  to  the  side  of  our  beloved  to  find — what? 
That  they  mourn  us  as  dead  and  gone,  that  they 
are  utterly  oblivious  of  our  near  presence,  and  if 
they  do  see  us  they  attribute  the  vision  either  to 
their  own  sub-conscious  minds  or  are  terrified 
at  the  thought  of  having  seen  "  a  spirit  "  !  How 
sad  it  is  that  mankind  has  erected  such  a  tre- 
mendous barrier  between  the  incarnate  and  the 
discarnate  state  of  being.  We  owe  a  great  debt 
of  gratitude  to  those  men  of  science  who  are  to-day 
labouring  to  spread  the  truth  of  human  survival, 
remembrance,  and  the  persistence  of  personality 
beyond  the  grave. 

Proof  of  a  convincing  kind  has  been  given  to 
show  me  that  my  own  dear  ones,  who  have  gone 
a  little  further  along  the  Road  than  I  have,  come 
back  often  and  love  and  remember.  This  know- 
ledge gives  one's  life  here  an  altogether  new  vahie. 

Gladys  Tatham. 
231,  Ladbroke  Grove,  W.  10. 

A  NURSES'  SANATORIUM. 
T 0  the  Editor  of  Th-eBki-xis-r  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Editor,^ — I  have  seen  a  paragraph  which 
was  published  in  your  journal  with  reference  to 
a  scheme  for  -providing  a  sanatorium  for  nurses 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  I  arti  one  of  the 
nurses  (a  theatre  sister)  suffering  from  this  disease 
and  feel  that  such  an  institution  is  very  badly 
needed.  To  live  in  a  constant  noise,  as  is  the 
case  in  these  public  sanatoria,  does  a  nurse  morii^ 
harm  than  good.     It  is  very  trying  f or  thertt  to 
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be  constantly  in  the  society  of  patients^who  are 
continually  discussing  their  illness  and^symptoms, 
as  the  majority  are  fond  of  doing.  The  nurse 
prefers  not  to  do  so  as  she  knows  too  much  about 
the  subject  already,  and  it  depresses  and  upsets 
her  extremely  to  dwell  on  it,  and  never  to  be 
allowed  to  forget  that  she  is  a  victim  herself  of 
a  malady  which  in  so  many  cases  means  the  ruin  of 
her  career.  A  sanatorium  even  as  you  speak  of, 
adapted  to  the  special  needs  of  nurses,  who  are 
longing  for  peace  and  quiet  after  their  strenuous 
work,  would  be  a  real  god  send,  and  would  earn 
the  gratitude  of  an  enormous  number  of  sick 
nurses. 

Yours    truly, 

"  Tuberculosis." 

NURSES   SHOULD   USE   THEIR  REASONING 
FACULTIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — 1  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
read  your  comment — in  a  recent  letter — to  the 
effect  that  money  spent  in  the  purchase  of  the 
Nursing  Mirror  was  Avasted.  My  experience  has 
been  that  a  three  months'  subscription  to  it  and  to 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  simultaneously 
was  one  of  the  best  investments  I  ever  made.  In 
a  very  few  weeks  I  became  so  heartily  disgusted 
with  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  its  methods,  its 
gambols,  frivols  and  other  "  kicks-up  "  to  raise 
charitable  funds  for  our  (?)  benefit  that  I  lost  no 
time  in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Royal  British 
Nursing  Association  and  a  yearly  subscriber  to 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

I  was  entirely  unprejudiced  and  made  my  choice 
simply  by  comparing  the  methods  of  the  Royal 
British  Nursing  Association  with  those  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

I  would  strongly  urge  every  earnest  thinking 
nurse,  who  has  the  interest  of  her  profession  at 
heart  to  do  the  same.  There  can  only  be  one 
result. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Violet  Cooper. 

The  Sisters'  Quarters, 
Connaught  Hospital, 
Aldershot. 

MANY    THANKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  ok  Nursing. 
Dear  Editor,-   I  send  5s.  towards  the  Tribute 
Fund  in  support  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
a  sum  which  I  have  just  won  in  the  Prize  Com- 
petition in  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Easily  won  and  easily  given  in  a  good  cause. 
Yours  sincerely, 

T.  McGrath. 
Manchester. 

KERNELS  FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

"Welfare  Superintendent." —"  There  appears 
to  be  misapprehensions  about  the  V.A.D.  Scholar- 
ship Scheme.  The  only  new  principle  involved 
in  it,  is  reUeving  parents  from  the  responsibility 
of  helping  their  daughters  financially  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past,  when  qualifying  themselves 


as   doctors,    nurses,    and   public  health  workets.-"- 
The  Scheme  does  not  set  up  new  standards  of- 
now    existing    quahfications,     it    only    favours 
financially   V.A.D.s.     It   presents   new  economle^^ 
conditions —not    educational    ones.     No    doubt;  ^ 
there   is   good   stuff   amongst   V.A.D.s,    but  th^' 
type  of  girl  who  rushed  into  military  work,  having 
failed   to   recognise   the    urgent   necessity   before 
the  war  of  hospital    and     public  health  work,  is 
not  universally  the  type  best  suited  temperament- 
ally for  the  care  of  women  and  children.    Anyway, 
women  for  this  special  branch  of  national  service 
should  be  selected  by  a  professional  board,  and  • 
not  one  composed  of  laywomen  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  knowledge  required."  ■  -^ 

A    Trained    Sister    write .:—"  It    does    seem 
amazing  that  as  a  titled  lady  suggests  by  a  mere 
'  quick  change  '  of  initial  V.A.D.s  are  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  infant  welfare  of  the  country.     I  pity5- 
the  poor  babies  the    '  B  '  stands  for."  -  -^ 

F.A.H.W.  writes  :  "  I  read  the  B.J.N,  from'; 
cover  to  cover.  It  is  most  intensely  interesting, 
and  I  envy  the  writers  of  all  those  clever  articles 
in  connection  with  the  Society  for  the  State 
R-egistration  of  Nurses.  I  truly  wish  I  could 
express  my  deep  gratitude  to  yourself  as  our 
champion,  and  to  many  others  who  are  working 
continuously  in  our  interests. 

How  true  what  you  say  is  in  connection  with 
the  psychological  side  of  our  work.  Ever  since 
I  was  a  very  junior  probationer  I  have  noticed 
that  pecuUar,  subtle  influence  which  some  nurses 
have  over  their  patients  ;  some  have-  it  without 
appearing  to  be  in  the  least  aware  of  it,  and  are,  by 
it,  helping  to  cure  a  mental  condition  upon  which 
so  often  a  physical  one  so  greatly  depends.  Be 
it  in  gynaecological  work,  or  in  war  work,  both 
medical  and  surgical,  one  feels  the  all  importance 
of  the  patient's  '  state  of  mind,'  and  to  the  best 
of  our  ability  we  put  forth  all  the  will  power  we., 
can  to  influence  the  poor,  '  sick  '  frame  of  mind  j 
of  those  whe  are  suffering  greatly,  mefitally  as 
well  a3  physically.  Is  not  that  deep  interest  one 
takes  in  the  mind  of  the  patient  one  of  the  first 
important  steps  in  the  psychology  of  nursing  ?  '; 
»-^ 

COMING    EVENTS. 

March  20th. — Association  for  Promoting  the 
Training  and  Supply  of  Midwives.  Fourteenth 
Annual  Meeting.  Chair,  Her  Royal  Highness 
Princess  Christian.  10,  Hyde  Park  Square.  W.  i. 
3  pm. 

OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

March  i^th.- — What  do  you  know  of  erysii)e)a?i 
and  its  origin  ?  What  are  the  principal  nursing 
ix»ints? 

March  22nd. — Give  the  nursing  treatment  of  a 
child,  aged  six  years,  with  diphtheria.  Mention 
the  complications  which  may  arise. 

March  2gth. — Describe  how  to  organize,  and  thf 
daily  routine  of  a  special  Sanatorium  for  Nurses 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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THe   Midwife. 


MOTHERS'  PENSIONS  IN   THE  UNITED 
:       y    STATES  OF   AMERICA. 


'"American    public   opinion,"    says    the    Lancet, 
>^as  considerably  influenced  by  the  publication  in 
;i909  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the   Poor-law   in    England,   with   its   recommenda- 
tions  as    regards   outdoor   relief    to    widows,    and 
attention  has  gradually  turned  to  the  question  of 
carrying  out  the  scheme  as  a  public  measure.     It 
was  asserted  that  a  large  number  of  children  were 
being  put  into  institutions  who,  if  the  means  were 
available,  might  be  better  and  more  economically 
^Vought  up  in  their  own  homes ;  but  as  a  result  of 
an  inquiry  made  in  New  York  city  by  Dr.  E.  T. 
Devine,    and  published   in    19 13,    it  appeared   that 
<iinly  about  4  per  cent,  of  the  children   placed   in 
institutions  in  the  yea*-  of  inquiry  might  have  been 
kept  at  home  with  some  assistance. 
i^^  "  The  object  of  all   the   laws    for   the   grant   of 
qtiothers'  pensions  is  to  provide  means  for  preserv- 
ing ordinary  home  conditions   for  dependent  chil- 
<lren  when,  on  account  of  death  or  disability,  the 
usual  means  of  support  are  wanting;  and  to  secure 
that  the  children  shall  be  cared  for  by  their  own 
inothers  instead  of  being  placed  in  institutions  or 
under  the  care  of  foster-parents.     With  the  excep- 
tion   of    a    few    States,    the    laws    apply    only    to 
mothers,    and    in    a    few    cases    the    pensions    are 
<jxpressly     limited     to     widows.        Divorced     and 
deserted     wives     are    occasionally     included.       In 
Michigan   alone  are   unmarried   mothers   specially 
included  in  the  law.     Need  is,  without  exception, 
the  basis  of  assistance  in  all  the  laws,  but  in  some 
lavvs  definitions  are  added,  dealing  with  cases  in 
which  the  woman  owns  property,  &c.     Practically 
all  the  laws  require  the  mother  to  be  a  fit  person, 
^orally  and  physically,   to  have  care  of  her  chil- 
dren.    In  seven  States  it  is  made  a  condition  that 
^he  children  live  with  the  mother  and  that  she  does 
not   work   regularly  away   from  home.      In  other 
(jases  she  may  obtain,  and  is  encouraged  to  obtain, 
part-time   employment.      The    lowest    age-limit    at 
which  the  pension  ceases  to  be  allowed  on  behalf 
Of  the  child  is    14  years.      More  than  half  of  the 
laws  provide  for  administration  by  the  Juvenile  or 
County  Court.     In  one  case  only,   Massachusetts, 
was  it  made  a  function  of  the  existing  Poor-law 
officers,   under  the  control  of  the  State   Board  of 
Charities.    In  a  few  States  the  payment  of  mothers' 
IJensions  is  carried  out  by  the  education  authorities. 
Periodical    supervision    is    required    in    all    cases, 
f  ther  monthly,  quarterly,  or  half-yearly  visits,  or 
general  supervision.     In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
funds  for  the  pension  are  derived  from  the  county 
tireasury,    but   in    some    States    they    are    provided 
partly  out  of  county  funds  and  partly  by  means  of 
a  State  grant- 


"  The  methods  of  fixing  the  amount.of  the  grant 
fall  in  practice  into  three  groups  :  (i)  To  allow  the 
mother   a    monthly    suin    equal    to    the    difference 
between    her    average    normal    income    and    the 
average  standard  of  expenditure,  provided  that  the 
limits  of  the  law  are  not  exceeded;  (2)  to  allow  th^ 
mother  the  flat  rate  for  each  child  fixed  by  the  law.";" 
(3)  to  allow  an  amount  for  each  child  according 
to  a  scale  in   which  the  amount  is  less   for  each 
additional  child  after  the  first.     The  last  of  thest; 
methods  is  the  one  which  prevails  in  most  States. 
As  to  administrative  working,  in  Massachusetts  it 
appears    to    have   been    considered    that    if  a    new 
group  of  workers  were  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
administration  of  mothers'  pensions   the  accumu- 
lated experience  of  the  already  existing  Poor-law 
officers  would  not  be  utilised,  as,  it  is  stated,  cOt 
operation  bettveen  the  two  groups  \\'as  not  antici-  - 
pated.      The  administration  of   the   new   law   was-: 
therefore,  as  we  have  seen,  made  a  function  of  the 
existing  Poor-law  officers  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities.     The  law  specially  pro- 
vides that  the  pensions  are  to  be  non-pauper  assist- 
ance. .-' 
"  Effects  of  the  Mothers'  Pension  System.— Thf: 
danger    that   mothers'    pensions   may   lead    to    the ; 
weakening  of  family  obligation  and  the  lessening  ; 
of  family  responsibility  is  fully  recognised.  Another 
danger   referred   to  in    the   Report  of   the   Bureau  • 
of  Municipal  Research  and  elsewhere  is  that  by  the 
extension   of   the   system   of   public   subsidies  em- 
ployees of  labour   may   be   led    to    underpay   their// 
workers,  relying  on  social  legislation  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.     The  direct  results  of  the  pensions, 
inadequate  though  they  are  in  many  cases,  on  the- 
economic    position   of    the    families    concerned  ,  is- 
generally  considered  to  be  satisfactory.     The  chief  - 
probation  officer  in  Cork  County  says  that  '  for  the 
children  of  mothers  with  right  motives  and  willing- 
ness to  accept  and  follow  friendly  and  intelligent 
advice  the  system  has  been  of  great  benefit.'     He 
points  out  that  this  form  of  assistance  is  not  suc- 
cessful with  mothers  who,  although  they  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  are  not  capable  of  using 
the    money    to    the    best    advantage,    or  ■  who    are' 
unwilling  to  accept  advice  on  the  subject." 

MIPWIVES  AND  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

The  Incorporated  Midwives  Institute  is,  we 
learn,  not  in  favour  of  being  placed  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  instead  of  the  Privy  Council, 
as  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  are,  according  to  the  Bill, 
still  to  remain  under  the  direction  of  the  Priv^- 
Council.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Society  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  has  issued  a  memo-  - 
randum  desiring 'the  inclusion  of  the  respon- 
sibilities "  of  the  Privy  Council  as  regards  the . 
General  Medical  Council  and  the  .Pharmaceutical 
SocieSty,  in  the  Ministry  of  Healtli  Bill-   •   5.---  j-.- 
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SETTLING     DOWN. 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  the 
world-wide  conflict,  and  the  prog^ress  made 
in  the  definition  of  Peace  Terms,  thousands  of 
nurses  are  thinking-  of  the  future,  and  what 
their  prospects  are  of  securing  cong-enial  work 
when  they  are  demobilized  at  an  early  date. 
A  certain  number  are  assured  of  posts  kept 
open  for  them,  to  which  they  can  return ; 
others  who  belong^ed  to  co-operations  of 
nurses  and  who  have  loyally  paid  their  per- 
centage during  their  leave  of  absence,  realising 
that  the  connection  and  business  built  up  with 
so  much  care  must  be  kept  tog^ether  during 
the  war,  now  find  the  benefit  of  their  action. 
There  is  work  ready  for  them  when,  after 
sufficient  rest,  they  are  able  to  take  it  up  ag"ain. 
Others  who,  quite  oblivious  to  any  considera- 
tions except  their  own  quite  natural  desire 
to  nurse  the  sick  and  wounded,  severed  their 
connection  with  the  societies  to  which  they 
belonged,  reg^ardless  of  whether  it  was  con- 
venient to  spare  them  at  the  time,  provided 
they  could  get  their  own  way,  may  now  be 
beg^inning  to  realize  that,  even  from  a  purely 
selfish  point  of  view,  their  action  was  ill- 
considered  and  unwise,  and  be  looking  for- 
ward to  the  prospects  of  securing  g^ood  posts 
on  their  return  home,  with  some  misgiving. 

We  do  not  think  that -for  most  of  those  who 
have  worked  abroad  during^  the  war,  whether 
they  have  posts  to  return  to  or  not,  the  process 
of  settling  down  will  be  an  easy  one.  War 
is  horrible,  and  the  strain  upon  all  who  have 
shared  its  perils — combatants,  medical  officers, 
and  nurses — has  been  immense.  But  to  many 
nurses  it  has  brougfht  an  enlarged  vision,  the 
interest  and  pleasure  of  foreign  travel,  the 
enjoyment  of  residence  in  a  foreig'n  country, 
and  of    acquaintance    with    people    of    other 


nationalities.  In  addition,  there  has  been  the 
stimulus  of  knowing  that  their  work  was  a 
necessary  factor  in  winning-  the  war,  and  the 
privilege  of  nursing  those  whose  heroism 
attained  a  world-wide  renown,  while  their 
own  work  as  nurses  received  a  recognition, 
and  appreciation  never  before  accorded  to  it. 
They  have,  in  fact,  as  the  late  Lord  Kitchener 
reminded  the  Army  in  South  Africa  at  the  close 
of  the  war  in  that  country,  tasted  the  "  salt 
of  life." 

To  pick  up  the  threads  once  ag^ain  at  home 
in  the  narrow,  if  absorbings,  environment  of 
the  hospital  or  Infirmary  ward,  or  in  charge 
of  a  private  case — perhaps  more  or  less 
chronic — will  require  some  determination  and 
self-discipline.  Those  who  have  never  been 
far  from  home,  do  not  know  the  joy  of  travel 
or  its  educative  value ;  but,  to  most  who  have 
had  this  experience,  the  impulse,  on  settling 
down  at  home  ag-ain  to  the  ordinary  routine, 
comes  at  times  so  strongly  as  hardly  to  be 
denied ;  to  find  some  sphere  of  work  which 
will  take  them  far  afield,  and  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  more  of  the  world,  of 
the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  treasures  of  art. 

A  proportion  of  the  nurses  who  have  youth 
and  health  may  find  their  opportunity  in  the 
various  opening^s  in  the  g-reat  Indian  Empire, 
and  other  Dominions  beyond  the  seas.  The 
urgent  need  in  connection  with  foreign 
missions  may  appeal  -to  and  absorb  some 
others,  and  it  is  fortunate  at  the  present  time 
that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Ministry  of  Health,  for  the  stimulus  which 
this  will  give  to  the  inauguration  of  health 
schemes  by  local  public  authorities,  in  con- 
nection with  which  the  services  of  nurses 
will  be  required,  will  no  doubt  give  to  many 
nurses  the  opportunity  of  using  their  nursings 
skill  as  Social  Service  workers  for  the  gxxxl 
of  the  community. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT    DO    YOU     KNOW    OF    ERYSIPELAS    AND    ITS 

ORIQIN?      WHAT    ARE      THE      PRINCIPAL     NURSING 

POINTS? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Winifred  Appleton,  University 
College  Hospital,  Gower  Street,  W.C. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Causes. — Erysipelas  is  an  acute  specific  in- 
fection of  the  superficial  lymphatics,  due  to  the 
streptococcus  erysipelatosis ;  it  is  commonest 
in  spring  time,  and  dirt  and  insanitary  condi- 
tions favour  its  development.  Important  pre- 
disposing causes  are :  Alcoholism,  chronic 
Bright's  disease,  wounds  and  abrasions,  recent 
child  delivery,  and  it  may  also  be  a  complication 
of  septic  visceral  diseases. 

Types. — (i)  Traumatic,  connected  with  skin 
wounds  or  of  mucous  membrane ;  (2)  idio- 
pathic, occurs  apart  from  a  wound. 

Mode  of  Infection. — (i)  Direct  contact,  may 
be  conveyed  by  a  third  person ;  (2)  fomites ; 
(3)  by  the  air. 

Incubation  period  is  two  to  seven  days,  and 
the  duration  about  seven  to  ten  days,  but  there 
may  be  relapses  and  complications. 

Defervescence  is  by  crisis  when  the  tempera- 
ture falls,  the  inflammation  stops  spreading-, 
the  rash  fades,  and  is  followed  by  desquama- 
tion. 

The  course  is  sharp  and  satisfactory  where 
the  constitution  is  good,  but  where  there  is 
broken  health  or  severe  wounds  it  is  often  fatal. 

Where  erysipelas  attacks  newborn  infants 
or  when  associated  with  such  exhaustive  dis- 
eases as  typhoid  or  phthisis  the  result  is  usually 
serious.  In  a  typical  case  of  erysipelas  the 
opoet  is  sudden,  with  rigor,  the  temperature 
rising  quickly  to  104°  or  higher.  A  bright  red 
patch  appears  on  the  skin,  either  where  there 
is  a  wound  or  at  a  joint,  where  the  mucous 
membrane  joins  the  skin  (mouth,  eye,  &c.). 

In  idiopathic  erysipelas  the  head  and  face  are 
the  most  common  sites  attacked. 

Blebs  or  vesicles  occur,  but  oedema  is  rare, 
except  where  the  eyelids  or  scrotum  are  in- 
volved. Lymphatic  glands  may  be  swollen  and 
affected. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  rash  are  a 
bright  red  skin,  swollen  and  tender,  with  an 
edge  raised  and  well  defined. 

The  general  symptoms  are  headache,  general 
malaise,  vomiting,  furred  tongue,  anorexia, 
constipation  or  diarrhoea,  a  rapid  bounding 
pulse.  In  severe  cases  there  may  be  delirium 
or  the  typhoid  state. 

Occasionally,   the  inflammation,   while   heal- 


ing, may  spread  to  another  part  of  the  body 
and  involve  a  larger  area. 

In  most  cases  little  treatment  is  needed 
beyond  isolation,  careful  nursing,  and  suitable 
diet. 

Internally,  there  is  really  no  specific  remedy, 
though  tincture  of  ferric  chloride  is  often 
recommended. 

Antiseptic  treatment  for  infectious  cases  is 
required ;  use  rubber  gloves  and  wear  an 
overall  when  dressing  affected  area. 

The  main  points  are  to  relieve  pain,  to  in- 
duce sleep,  and  to  maintain  the  strength. 

Locally,  applications  should  be  used  to  pro- 
tect the  part  from  the  air  and  to  relieve  pain. 
Ichthyol  ointment  is  good  in  checking  the 
spread  of  inflammation,  and  being  a  greasy 
preparation  it  prevents  the  scales  of  the  skin 
from  falling  about;  fomentations  may  be 
applied  for  pain  (carbolic  i  in  40  is  good). 

An  injection  of  antiseptic  solutions  beyond 
the  spreading  edge  of  the  rash  prevents  the 
spread  of   inflammation. 

Anti-streptococci  may  be  injected,  and  if 
vaccine  is  obtainable  it  may  be  used  with  ad- 
vantage in  prolonged  cases.  The  diet  should 
be  light  and  nourishing  until  after  the  crisis, 
then  gradually  introduce  solids  and  feed  up  as 
much  as  possible. 

The  deep  structures  may  be  invaded  and 
necrosis  and  the  formation  of  pus  result ;  this 
is  known  as  Phelegmonous  Erysipelas.  In 
these  cases,  incisions  are  made  and  the  affected 
area  freely  opened. 

Other  complications  are  Toxaemia,  Sep- 
ticaemia, Lymphangitis  in  the  nearest  set  of 
glands,  Oedema  of  the  glottis.  Cellulitis, 
Ulcerative  Endocarditis,  Nephritis,  Arthritis, 
Meningitis,  and  Otitis  Media. 

An  aperient  should  be  given  regularly  to  aid 
in  clearing  up  toxic  absorption. 


Miss  Mary  Arney  lays  stress  on  the  neces- 
sity of  the  nurse  wearing  an  overall,  and 
thoroughly  disinfecting  her  hands  after  attend- 
ing the  patient.  All  articles  used  by  and  for 
the  patient  must  be  disinfected  after  use,  and 
kept  separate. 

Miss  M.  F.  Waugh  says  :  The  amount  of 
sleep  must  be  carefully  noted  and  reported 
to  the  doctor,  who  may  prescribe  opium  to 
relieve  pain. 

Miss  A.  M.  M.  Cullen  writes  :  Should  the 
face  be  affected,  then  a  mask  must  be  worn. 
In  alcoholic  subjects  there  is  fear  of  delirium. 
Patients  must  be  nursed  in  a  very  quiet  and 
darkened  room,  well  ventilated  but  warm. 
The  nurse  must  wear  a  gown  and  gloves. 
vSoiled  dressings  must  be  burnt  immediately. 
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Miss  Jane  McNeillie  writes  :  The  part 
affected  should  have  perfect  rest.  Cold  appli- 
cations should  be  avoided  as  they  are  apt  to 
produce  metastasis.  Astringent  lotions  should 
be  used  tepid,  as  also  antiseptic  solutions. 

Miss  Theodosia  Meade  writes  :  When  the 
mouth  and  throat  are  affected,  mouth  washes 
and  gfargles  of  Condy's  fluid,  boracic,  or 
Listerine  should  be  used  frequently.  Dis- 
infection of  the  patient's  room  and  everything 
in  it  must  be  carefully  carried  out  at  the  end 
of  the  case.  The  nurse  must  keep  covered  any 
abrasions  she  may  have  on  her  hands,  and  not 
touch  her  eyes  or  face  before  she  has  dis- 
infected her  hands  after  attending  the  patient. 

Miss  E.  M.  Onions  says  :  If  the  head  is 
affected  it  is  advisable  to  cut  the  hair  or  even 
shave  the  head,  or  at  any  rate  the  diseased 
area. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  ccmpetitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Theodosia  Meade,  Miss 
Margaret  Tustain,  Miss  Elsie  Wharton,  Miss 
A.  M.  M.  Cullen,  Miss  Jane  McNeillie,  Miss 
E.  M.  Onions,  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  Miss  E.  O. 
Walford,  Miss  M.  F.  Waugh,  Miss  May 
Arney,  and  Miss  Mabel  Halkett. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

Give  the  nursing  treatment  of  a  child,  aged 
six  years,  with  diphtheria.  Mention  the  com- 
plications which  may  arise? 


THE  NURSES'  REGISTRATION   BILL. 


GOOD  FORTUNE  IN  THE  BALLOT. 

When  it  became  known  last  week  that  the 
Government  intended  to  restore  to  unofficial 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  the  right 
to  introduce  Bills — a  privilege  of  which  they 
have  been  deprived  during  the  war — hope 
sprang  eternal  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  for 
fourteen  Sessions  have  been  working  in  the 
Ix>bby  in  support  of  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  as  embodied  in  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill.  Kind  friends  who  have  backed  the  Bill 
were  appiDached  and  asked  to  ballot  for  it  on 
Monday  last — and  to  give  it  a  place  if  they  were 
successful — and  several  promises  of  support 
were  given.  Over  200  members  fxirticipated  in 
the  ballot,  and  when  it  became  known  that 
Captain  Barnett,  one  of  the  backers  of  our  Bill, 
1  ad  drawn  fourth  place,  and  that,  in  fact,  owing 


to  extreme  good  fortune,  he  was  actually,  if 
he  chose,  to  have  first  place,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  the 
joy  of  its  promoters  may  be  imagined.  The 
telephone  conveyed  the  glorious  news  far  and 
wide  amongst  friends,  and  several  attended  in 
the  Lx>bby  of  the  House  on  Tuesday,  when  the 
Bill  was  introduced.  Captain  Barnett  had  a 
choice  of  dates  for  the  second  reading,  and  he 
has  put  down  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Friday,  March  28th — a  fateful  date  indeed — 
before  which  all  convinced  Registration  ists 
must  have  done  their  part  to  impress  upon  the 
Member  of  the  constituency  in  which  they 
reside,  the  national  importance  of  the  measure, 
and  have  invited  him  to  be  in  his  place  on  the 
28th,  to  give  his  support  to  a  measure  which 
will,  more  than  anything  else  in  the  world,  ad- 
vance the  profession  of  Nursing,  and  in  conse- 
quence, contribute  immeasurably  to  the  benefit 
of  the  public,  in  providing  sufficient  highly 
skilled  trained  nurses  of  standard  quality. 

Never  before  in  all  the  weary  fourteen  years 
of  work  have  the  Fates  smiled  so  benevolently 
upon  this  great  cause,  and  it  is  an  astounding 
bit  of  good  luck  that  so  well-informed  and 
warm  a  friend  as  Captain  Barnett  has  practi- 
cally drawn  first  place  in  the  ballot,  as  only 
those  who  can  secure  an  early  date  for  a  second 
reading  can  hope  to  have  a  Bill  become  law. 

The  Nurses'  Registration  Bill — thanks  to  the 
statesmanship  of  Lord  Ampthill — passed  the 
House  of  Lx^rds  without  a  division  at  any  stage, 
and  with  the  kindest  consideration,  in  1908. 

When  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons 
under  the  ten  minutes  rule  by  Dr.  Chappie  in 
T914,  it  passed  a  contested  first  reading  by  a 
majority  of  228 — composed  of  members  of 
every  Party  In  the  House,  no  less  than  twenty- 
three  members  of  the  Ministry  recording  their 
vote  in  its  favour — and  now,  after  five  years  of 
hojje  deferred,  the  time  has  come  when  the 
representatives  of  the  People  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  the  many 
expressions  of  appreciation  of,  and  gratitude 
to,  the  Trained  Nurses  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
for  the  great  services  which  they  have  rendered 
to  the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  war. 

The  Nurses'  Bill  has  been  very  influentially 
backed  by  members  of  every  Party,  and  now 
that  the  principle  of  State  Registration  has 
been  accepted  by  all  those,  with  negligible 
exceptions,  who  formerly  objected  to  it,  there 
is  no  excuse  for  opposing  it.  Now  is  the  time 
for  the  burying  of  war  hatchets,  and  for 
unanimity  in  nursing  ranks,  so  that  all  may 
share  in  the  triumph  of  victory. 
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HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 


The  King  decorated  the  following  ladies  with  the 
R.R.C.  on  Saturday  last  at  Buckingham  Palace  : — 

THE  ROYAL  RED  CROSS  (FIRST  CLASS). 

Matron  Alice  Nye,  late  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  (India)  ; 
Matron  Inga  Johnson,  Canadian  A.N.S.  ;  and 
Sister  Helen  Shearer,  Canadian  A.N.S. 

THE    ROYAL    RED   CROSS   (SECOND   CLASS). 

Civil  Nursing  Service  (India)  ;  Miss  Ethel 
Hutchings,  V.A.D.  ;JiiMrs.  Margaret  Sheild  and 
Miss  Anne  Wavell,  Aust.  A.N.S.  ;  Sister  Ethel 
Giddings,  Sister  Annie  West,  and  Staff  Nurse 
Alma  Furniss. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  for  valuable  services  in  connection  with 
the  war.     Dated  January  i,  19 19  : — 

BAR  TO  THE  ROYAL  RED  CROSS. 

Miss  Alice  Sweeting  Bond,  R.R.C,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Barnet  War  Hospl.  ;  Miss  Annie  Florence 
Byers,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I. M.N.S.,  Devonport  Mil. 
Hospl.  ;  Miss  Clara  Mavesyn  Chadwick,  R.R.C, 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Ret.,  Hounslow  Mil.  Hospl.  ; 
Miss  Johanna  Clay,  R.R.C,  Acting  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (retired),  County  of  Midd'x  War  Hospl., 
Napsbury  ;  Miss  Rachel  Cox-Davies,  R.R.C,  Principal 
Matron,  T.F.N.S.,  No.  i  London  Gen.  Hospl.  ;  Miss 
Mary  E.  Davies,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R., 
King  George  Hospl.,  Stamford  Street,  London  ;  Miss 
Marianne  Catherine  Smith  Knox,  R.R.C,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ret.,  Curragh  Camp  Mil.  Hospl.  ;  Miss 
Hannah  Watson  Reid,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
Royal  Victoria  Hospl.,  Netley ;  Miss  Lavinia  Eliza 
Caroline  Steen,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Read- 
ing War  Hospl.  ;  Miss  Louisa  Watson  Tulloh,  R.R.C, 
Matron,   Q.A.I.M.N.S.,    Guildford  War   Hospl.      ' 

ROYAL    RED   CROSS    (FIRST   CLASS). 

Miss  Selina  Elizabeth  Bland,  Matron,  Civil  Nursing 
Service,  Poplar  Hospl.  for  Accidents,  Poplar  ;  Miss  Lucy 
Ellis,  Matron,  Mil.  Families  Hospl.,  Portsmouth  ;  Miss 
Cecilia  Ellen  Alison  Harries,  A. R.R.C,  Acting  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Mil.  Hospl.,  Ripon  ;  Miss  Fannie  Edith 
Manfield,  A.R.R.C,  Acting  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
Dartford  War  Hospl.  ;  Miss  Edith  Eileen  O'Connell, 
A.R.R.C,  Acting  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Croydon  War 
Hospl.  ;  Miss  Elsie  Schafer,  A.R.R.C,  Acting  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Mil.  Hospl.,  Weymouth;  Miss  Elsie 
Thacker,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Mil. 
Hospl.,  Dover;  Miss  Mary  Lilian  Tyndall,  Matron,  Mil. 
Families  Hospl.,  Devonport ;  Miss  Betty  Walker, 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Prees  Heath  Mil.  Hospl., 
Whitchurch. 

ROYAL   RED    CROSS    (SECOND   CLASS). 

Miss  Lizzie  Fletcher,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  King 
George  Hospl.  ;  Miss  Maude  Plant,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  King  George  Hospl.  ;  Miss  Gwendoline 
Crofts  Quentrall,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.,  5th  London  Gen. 
Hospl.  ;  Miss  Lilian  Meta  Wass,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R., 
Queen  Alexandra  Mil.  Hospl. 


Order  of  the  British  Empire,  for  valuable  services 
rendered  in  connection  with  the  war.  Dated 
January  i,  1919  : — 

C.B.E.   (MILITARY    DIVISION). 

Miss  Louisa  Mary  Stewart,  R.R.C,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Dover  Mil.   Hospl. 

FRENCH    DECORATIONS. 

Medaille  des  Epidemies  (en  Argent). — Miss 
Rosetta  Miller,  A.R.R.C,  Acting  Sister,  Civil 
Hospital  Reserve,  I^erpool  Royal  Infirmary, 
attached   12th  Stationary  Hospital. 


NURSING  AND  THE  WAR. 


A  Sister  writes  : — 

Dear  Editor, — I  am  writing  to  you  as  I  know 
the  Nursing  profession  have  a  great  supporter  in 
you.  The  Sisters  and  Staff  Nurses  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve  are  being  demobilised  at  forty-eight  hours' 
notice,  and  after  that  time  all  their  pay  and  allow- 
ances cease.  It  is  true  they  will  be  paid  their 
gratuity — Sisters,  ^10,  and  Staff  Nurses,  £7  los. 
for  every  complete  year  of  service,  if  their  reports 
are  satisfactory.  Do  you  consider  this  a  fair 
treatment  ?  What  about  the  people  who  have 
no  homes,  and  are  entirely  dependent  upon  their 
earnings.  How  are  they  to  live  until  they  find 
suitable  employment  ?  Are  the  Sisters  who  have 
served  for  three  or  four  years  fit  to  go  without  any 
rest  and  continue  to  work  ?  Perhaps  you  can 
do  something  for  us.  .  I  don't  want  you  to  publish 
my  name  as  I  have  not  yet  been  demobilised,  and 
if  they  find  me  making  a  fuss  they  may  not  give 
me  my  gratuity,  and  I  cannot  afford  to  lose  that." 


The  King  has  been  pleased  to  g've  orders  for 
the  following  ajypointment  to  the  Most  Excellent 


We  disapprove  of  summary  demobilisation  at 
a  few  hours'  notice.  Each  Sister  and  Staff  Nurse 
after  three  or  four  years'  service  should  be  given 
full  emoluments  for  ^  month's  holiday,  the 
shortest  time  needful ,  after  the  strain  of  active 
service,  in  which  to  recuperate,  as  it  is  not  until 
nurses  are  demobiUsed  that  they  reaUse  how  tired 
and  often  "  nervy  "  they  are. 

We  should  like  suggestions  from  several 
Reserve  Sisters  and  Nurses  of  what  they  would 
consider  just  treatment.  The  present  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  conceded  huge  bonuses  to  the 
"  industrial  "  army  who  helped  to  win  the  War. 
It  might  be  well  to  test  his  sympathy  with  the 
"  humanitarian  "  wing.  As  through  the  pubhcity 
given  by  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  to 
the  disgraceful  "  Serf  QIause,"  Sisters  and  Nurses 
have  now  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War — why  not  ask  that '  a  Deputation  of 
Reserve  Sisters  and  Nurses  should  be  received  at 
the  War*  Office  to  talk  the  question  over  with 
Mr.«Winston  Churchill?  Miss  Jentie  Paterson 
could  put  the  matter  before  him  with  very  con- 
vincing force  ! 
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A     WOMAN     WITH     A    GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY, 


MI5S   BEATRICE    MONK,    MATRON   OF    THE 
LONDON    HOSPITAL, 

The  new  Matron  of  the  London  Hospital  is 
to  be  envied.  She  has  a  great  opportunity  of 
benefitting^  the  whole  Nursing-  Profession  by 
reorganizing^  on  modern  educational  and 
economic  lines  the  gre  t  hospital  in  the  East 


MISS     BEATRICE     MONK. 


End  of  I^ondon,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  its  trainees,  and  of  their  colleagues  in  other 
Nursing  Schools,  should  be  broug^ht  up  to  date 
without  undue  delay. 

In  the  autumn  of  1880,  soon  after  her 
appointment  as  Matron,  the  late  Miss  Eva 
Luckes  issued  to  the  Sisters  a  list  of  questions 
bearing  on  the  changes  thought  necessary  to 
modernize  the  Nursing  System  then  in  prac- 
tice. This  was  very  necessary,  as  Miss  Luckes, 
after  only  one  year's  training,  had  been  certifi- 
cated at  Westminster  Hospital,  and  had  never 
had   the   advantage  of  being"   the   vSister  of   a 


Ward,  and  thus  taking  part  in  the  practical 
training  of  probationers  and  the  direction  of  a 
ward. 

We  remember  as  the  then  Sister  of  Char- 
lotte Ward,  with  twelve  months'  experience, 
carefully  replying  to  the  questions,  and  on  the 
proposal  to  reduce  the  term  of  training  from 
three  to  two  years'  practical  work  for  proba- 
tioners in  the  wards  in  a  hospital  containing 
800  beds,  giving  very  cogent  reasons  against 
such  a  change,  both  for  the  skilled  care  of  the 

patients  and  in 
justice  to  the 
nurses,  reasons 
which  will  occu»" 
to  any  Sister 
with  practical 
experience  of 
ward  manage- 
ment, without 
retailing  them 
here. 

The  change, 
however,  was 
enforced,  and  its 
dire  results  are 
to  be  found  in 
the  official  re- 
cords, in  Blue 
Book  form,  of 
the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the 
House  of  Lords 
Inquiry  into 
Metro  p  o  11 1  a  n 
Hospitals,  which 
took  place  in 
i8gi.  Here  one 
may  read  evi- 
dence which  in- 
spired the  Lords 
Committee  to  re- 
port that  in  their 
opinion  a  three 
years'  term  of 
training  was  necessary ; — evidence  which 
proved  that  the  short-term  training  resulted  in 
overwork,  shattered  health,  and  an  appalling 
percentage  of  deaths  amongst  the  nursing  staff, 
and  that  the  large  number  of  untrained  pro- 
bationers in  chargie  of  patients  in  the  wards 
made  skilled  attendance  impossible.  Adver- 
tising these  probationers  in  the  press  "  as 
trained  nurses,"  and  supplying  them  to  a 
credulous  public  as  such,  was  no  less 
reprehensible. 

The  Report  brought  the  London  up  with  a 
round  turn,  but  the  recommendation  that  the 


MATRON,     LONDON     HOSPITAL. 


x84 


^be  ffiritieb  Journal  of  IRuretno. 


March  22,   1919 


nurses  should  be  given  a  three  years'  training 
was  not  enforced.  It  was  considered  too  costly, 
and  a  system  was  then  substituted  of  continu- 
ing to  certificate  probationers  at  the  end  of  two 
years'  training,  but  compelling  them  to  sign 
for  a  term  of  four  years'  labour — the  third  and 
fourth  years  to  be  utilised  by  the  Matron,  if 
she  thought  fit,  in  profit-making  for  the  hos- 
pital as  private  nurses  on  very  unholy  terms. 

This  indefensible  contract  is  signed  by  those 
women  trained  at  the  London  unto  this  day — 
and  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  have 
yearly  been  contributed  by  these  exploited 
workers  in  the  upkeep  of  the  London  Hospital. 

It  is  a  cruel  exaction,  and  if  the  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  of  the  Private  Nursing 
Department  of  the  London  Hospital  for  the 
past  thirty-five  vears  were  published,  it  would 
make  the  Labour  Party's  hair  stand  on  end  ! 

We  have  been  surprised  at  the  number  of 
letters  received  during  the  past  week  from 
nurses  at  the  London  Hospital,  some  signed 
and  some  unsigned,  but  not,  of  course,  for 
publication.  We  have  tabulated  expressions 
of  opinion  contained  in  the  majority  of  these 
communications,  of  the  reforms  the  writers 
desire  to  see  instituted,  and  print  them,  as  we 
believe  in  publicity  if  reform  is  to  be  elifected  : — 

What  London  Hospital  Nurses  Want, 
AND  Object  To. 

1.  We  wish  for  a  complete  three  years'  con- 
secutive training  in  the  wards. 

2.  We  do  not  object  to  signing  for  four  years' 
service,  to  give  back  a  year's  skilled  work  for 
our  training. 

3.  We  want  a  more  modern  curriculum  of 
training,  and  the  Practical  Nursing  Lectures 
brought  up  to  date. 

4.  We  want  during  the  three  years'  course 
to  be  passed  through  special  departments, 
especially  gynaecological  and  theatre  work. 

5.  We  object  to  probationers  being  made 
Sisters  before  they  have  completed  their  three 
years'  course. 

6.  We  consider  it  would  be  advantageous  if 
the  Matron  visited  the  wards  daily  a[nd  saw  the 
nurses  at  work,  instead  of  judging  on  hearsay. 

7.  We  consider  there  should  be  a  preliminary 
examination  after  12  months'  training,  and 
inefficient  workers  weeded  out,  and  a  final 
examination  at  the  end  of  three  years'  training, 
and  only  those  who  pass  be  awarded  a  certifi- 
cate. 

8.  We  object  to  the  Matron  having  power  to 
qualify  our  certificates,  writing  in  what  she 
chooses.  Great  injustice  has  often  been  done 
in  this  particular.  The  Committee  should 
approve  a  certificate,  and  it  should  be  awarded 


or   withheld   according  to   merit,    and   not   for 
personal  reasons. 

9.  The  hospital  has  been  overrun  by  short- 
term  paying  probationer*  during  the  war.  This 
should  now  be  stopped. 

10.  We  consider  th<2  Private  Nursing  Institu- 
tion should  be  on  the  Co-operative  System. 

1 1 .  We  are  mostly  in  favour  of  State  Regis- 
tration. We  dare  not  join  a  Society  in  support 
of  it,  as  we  have  our  livings  to  earn,  and  we 
object  to  be  made  to  sign  papers  against  it  in 
Matron's  office  in  front  of  an  office  Sister. 

12.  We  think  we  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
hear  speakers  on  State  Registration,  and  sup- 
port it  without  being  penalised.  Also  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  should  be  pro- 
vided fo-  us  to  read,  as  the  "  anti  "  papers  are. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  many  members  of 
the  London  Hospital  Nursing  Staff  are  hoping 
for  a  new  regime.  It  is  very  sorely  needed. ' 
That  is  why  we  consider  Miss  Beatrice  Monk  a 
verv  fortunate  woman.'  She  has  a  Great  Oppor- 
tunitv.  Let  us  hope  she  will  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion and  avail  herself  of  it. 

E.  G.  F. 


A    WORD    FOR   THE    MODEST. 

For  unblushing  snobbeiy  commend  us  to  an 
aiticle  headed  "  The  LTnpaid  :  A  Word  for  the 
Modest,"  which  recently  appeared  in  the  limes, 
in  which  it  is  proposed  that  all  and  sundry 
who  are  supposed  to  have  worked  without  pay 
during  the  war,  are  to  be  decorated  !  The  truth 
about  this  "  pay  "  question  is  that  people  with 
means  have  thrust  themselves  into  positions 
requiring  training  and  skill,  and  lapped  the  kudos 
for  work  they  were  entirely  unfitted  to  pejform. 
This  has  been  a  most  glaring,  evil  in  the  nursing 
world. 

Then,  again,  many  decadent  and  incapable 
hangers-on  with  social  influence  have^been  given 
positions  often  carrying  board,  lodging,  transport, 
Sec,  provided  often  by  charitable  funds,  which 
emolumenlil  their  services  never  equalled,  nor 
will  they  find  a  market  in  tim.es  of  peace,  unless 
hoarded  public  funds  continue  the  subsidy. 

Now  these  "  invertebrates  "  are  to  monopolise 
the  "  honours,"  and  the  services  of  the  trained 
and  skilled,  of  real  national  value  in  times  both 
of  peace  and  war  are  to  be  labelled  "  hireling  " 
and  receive  no  recognition.  Let  us  hope  all  this 
charity  demoralization  may  now  cease  ;  but  we 
greatly  fear  Society,  once  having  placed  its  hoof 
on  "  merit,"  intends  to  keep  it  there  ! 


A  strike  has  taken  place  among  the  staff  of  the 
Clare  Asylum,  following  the  refusal  of  the  com- 
mittee of  management  to  make  the  war  bonus  of 
a  pound  a'week  permanent.  Some  of  the  patients 
escaped. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

The  Nursing  Journal  of  India  announces  that 
^[I.ss  Bonser,  Matron  of  the  Indian  General 
Hospital,  Karachi,  who  at  present  holds  the 
honourable  position  of  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Nursingf  Superintendents  of  India, 
has  consented  to  become  Editor  of  the  Journal. 
This  is  gfood  news  for  the  Organized  Nurses' 
Societies  of  India,  as  the  loss  of  their  official 
organ  would  have  been  disastrous  to  their 
interests  in  these  stirring  times,  when  after 
Peace  is  signed  the  nurses  of  the  world  will  be 
eager  to  resume  their  international  relations, 
and  meet  once  more  at  those  delightful,  up- 
lifting Conferences  so  wonderfully  arranged  by 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses.  The 
Superintendents  and  nurses  of  India,  in  spite 
of  distance,  have  always  taken  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  the  Conferences,  and  their 
Journal  has  done  much  to  keep  them  in  touch 
with  their  colleagues  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  Editor  of  the  pioneer  Nursing  Journal, 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  welcomes 
Miss  Bonser  into  the  charmed  circle  of  Trained 
Nurse  Editors,  and  wishes  her  all  the  success 
deserved  by  those  who  venture  into  this 
arduous  arena  of  work  for  the  welfare  of  our 
beloved  profession. 

Mr.  Robert  Hardie,  who  left  ;Cio,ooo  to 
charity,  bequeathed  to  his  nurse.  Miss  Plum- 
ley,  the  sum  of  ;;^3,ooo. 

Miss  Armitage,  the  Matron  of  the  Drayton 
Cottage  Hospital,  has  been  awarded  a  war 
bonus  of  £25,  in  recognition  of  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  she  has  carried  out  her  duties 
during  the  war,  and  considering  the  fact  that 
she  is  paid  a  much  lower  salary  than  other 
Matrons  in  a  similar  position. 

We  hope  the  Committee  will  not  have  to 
advance  the'latter  argument  for  long,  as  they 
are  evidently  fully  aware  of  the  vaiue  of  their 
Matron. 


Another  "Edith  Cavell"  Rest  Home  for 
Nurses  has  'been  opened.  The  Edith  Cavell 
Homes  Committee  exists,  as  our  readers  know, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  homes  of  tem- 
porary rest  and  relaxation  for  trained  nurses 
and  probationers,  who  are  or  have  been  em- 
ployed in  civil  or  military  hospitals,  or  in  any 
nursing  capacity  whatever,  and  who  have 
become  in  need  of  a  respite  from  duty. 

Through  the  kind  instrumentality  of  Mrs. 
Poland  Burke,  O.B.E.,  one  of  these  homes 
has  just  been  opened  in  Eastbourne.  Used  as 
a  nurses'  hostel  during  the  war,  the  beautiful 
house,   known   as   Knightsbrook,    Grassington 


Road,  was  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  first  contingent  of  nurses,  num- 
bering ten,    has  already  arrived. 

Coming  from  various  parts,  it  will  be  a  real 
pleasure  to  the  visitors  to  find  what  a  great  deal 
has  been  done  towards  ensuring  their  comfort 
and  happiness  at  Knightsbrook.  Mrs.  Burke 
is  an  indefatigable  worker  on  behalf  of  all 
members  of  the  nursing  profession,  and  Miss 
Barford,  who  has  been  matron  at  the  hostel 
since  November,  1917,  and  who  has  assumed 
the  r61e  of  lady  superintendent,  has  likewise 
spared  no  effort  to  have  the  house  made  attrac- 
tive and  comfortable.  The  cooking  and  house- 
work will  be  undertaken  by  two  ladies,  who 
have  been  acting  as  V.A.D.s  during  the  war, 
assisted  by  daily  workers. 

From  the  left  of  thf  spacious,  tiled  Jiall  one 
enters  the  sitting-room,  a  large,  airy  apart- 
ment with  a  southern  aspect  and  overlooking 
the  lawn.  Its  big,  cosy  arm-chairs,  with  their 
lovelv  cushions,  are  very  inviting,  and  offer  the 
ideal  of  comfort  and  rest  to  those  whose  work 
for  others  gives  them  so  very  little  real  leisure. 
There  is  a  piano,  too,  and  from  every  corner 
emanates  the  delicious  perfume  of  yellow 
daffodils  and  mimosa. 

The  cubicles  upstairs  are  compact  and  fur- 
nished on  practical  lines,  yet  withal  the  atmo- 
sphere is  homely  and  cheerful,  and  spotless 
cleanliness  exists  everywhere.  The  dining- 
room  is  downstairs,  where  there  is  also  a  con- 
venient and  well-equipped  cloak  room. 

Mrs.  Burke  would  be  very  grateful  to  any 
ladies  or  gentlemen  good  enough  to  assist  her 
in  providing  outings  and  entertainments  for  the 
guests  at  Knightsbrook.  Drives  or  visits  to 
the  theatre  would  be  greatly  appreciated,  as 
would  also  gifts  of  flowers,  fruit,  vegetables, 
or  other  luxuries. 


THE  PASSING  BELL. 

The  announcement  of  the  death  of  Miss  Rosa 
Macdonald  at  an  advanced  age  will  recall  to 
some^of  the  older  members^of  our  profession 
who  were  trained  at  Charing  Cross  Hospital 
in  the  'eighties  a  notable  personaUty.  "  Sister 
Rosa,"  as  she  wasTknown,  was  "one  of  the  nursing 
sisters  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  who  were 
then  located  in  Norfolk  Street,  Strand,  and  was 
for  some  years  Matron  of  Charing  Cross  Hos- 
pital. Those  who  were  trained  under  her  will 
still  remember  the  high  standard  of  nursing 
detail  that  she  required  from  her  nurses.  That 
her  reign  was  autocratic  cannot  be  denied,  but 
her  ideals  were  high,  and  the"^probationer  who 
fell  short ''of  them  hadlvery  short  shrift.  Much 
of  the  excellency  of  the 'pioneer  private  staff 
of  St.  John's  House  was''due  to  those  nurses 
who  had  stood  the  test  of  Sister  Rosa's  standards. 
May  sheerest  in  peace. 
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THIS   SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 

MEETING    AT     THE    MANSION     HOUSE.  Mrs.  Lloyd  George  Seconds  Resolution. 

^_— __  Mrs.  Lloyd  George  said  that  it  gave  her  the 

greatest  pleasure  to  second  the  resolution.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  her  to  make  a  speech,  for  the 
generosity  of  her  hearers  needed  no  stimulus.  All 
knew  and  appreciated  what  the  nurses  had  done. 
They  had  saved  thousands  of  precious  lives  and 
their  work  would 'bear  comparison  with  that  of 
the  finest  soldiers  and  civilians  during  the  war. 
She  particularly  commended  the  scheme  because 
it  had  been  initiated  by  Mr.  Herbert  Paterson, 
the  Hon.  Secretary.  She  knew  something  of 
his  work.  He  was  a  great  organiser  and  with  his 
capable  help  she  felt  that  the  scheme  would  be 
a  great  success.  She  commended  the  scheme 
very  strongly  to  the  meeting. 

Lord    Morris   Associates   Himself   with   the 
Movement. 

Lord  Morris  said  that  he  highly  appreciated 
the  honour  of  being  permitted  to  associate  himself 
with  the  movement.  To  attempt  to  add  anything 
to  the  convincing  speech  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
would  be  like  painting  the  lily  and  gilding  refined 
gold.  Launched  under  such  auspices,  with  the 
assistance  and  hearty  approval  of  Mrs.  Lloyd 
George,  the  wife  and  partner  of  the  man  who  had 
done  so  much  to  inspire  England,  her  Dominions 
and  the  world,  and  who  was  still  so  heroically  and 
patriotically  working  for  a  great  end,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  scheme  should  not  succeed.  Those 
who  had  been  at  the  Front,  at  the  clearing  stations, 
and  the  various  hospitals  in  England,  knew  some- 
thing of  the  work  of  the  nurse.  The  more  technical 
became  the  work  of  the  physician  and  surgeon,  the 
more  skilful  did  the  nurse  require  to  be.  Nearly 
every  paper  at  the  present  time  had  some  scheme 
for  a  war  memorial,  but  what  more  fitting 
memorial  could  there  be  than  the  scheme  suggested 
to-day  ?  He  hoped  that  the  project  would  be  taken 
up  in  no  small  and  inadequate  way,  but  in  a  very 
generous  spirit. 

The  Marchioness  of  Ailsa  Brings  Greetings 
from  Scottish  Nurses'  Club. 

The  Marchioness  of  Ailsa  said  :  "I  bring 
you  greetings,  my  Lord  Mayor,  from  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Club  in  Glasgow  and  most  heartfelt  good 
wishes  for  the  scheme  which  you  are  inaugurating 


A     CLUB     FOR     NURSES. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  presided 
at  a  crowded  meeting  at  the  Mansion  House  on 
Thursday,  the  13th  inst.,  to  inaugurate  a  scheme 
to  found  a  club  for  nurses  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  and  was 
supported  by  a  very  influential  platform.  A 
telegram  was  read  from  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  Christian,  President  of  the  Association, 
wishing  the  scheme  success  and  conveying  her 
thanks  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  speakers. 
Another  was  read  from  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princes?  Arthur  of  Connaught,  a  Vice-President, 
sending  good  wishes  for  the  meeting.  Messages 
and  telegrams  were  also  read  from  the  organised 
societies  of  trained  nurses  affiliated  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  one  from  Miss  Annie  Hulme,  with  good 
wishes  and  notifying  a  donation  of  ;^20. 

The    Lord    Mayor    Proposes    Resolution    in 
Support  of  the  Scheme. 

The  Lord  Mayor  explained  the  object  of  the 
gathering  and  said  that  now  that  the  armistice 
period  had  arrived,  it  seemed  a  fitting  time  to 
inaugurate  such  a  scheme  and  for  the  City  of 
London  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  paying 
tribute  to  the  great  services  that  the  nurses  had 
rendered  to  the  nation.  At  this  meeting  they 
proposed  to  show  their  gratitude  to  the  nurses  and 
the  method  in  which  that  debt  of  gratitude  might 
be  paid.  He  commended  the  scheme  to  inaugurate 
a  Club  for  Nurses  as  an  opportunity  for  the  public 
to  give  practical  proof  of  their  gratitude.  Aid 
was  not  being  asked  for  a  charity  ;  support  was 
needed  to  place  the  new  building  on  a  satisfactory 
financial  basis,  and  after  that  there  was  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  nurses  would  support 
it  themselves.  Once  estabUshed,  it  would  assur- 
edly become  a  great  boon  and  a  memorial  of  the 
work  done  by  the  nurses  for  our  soldiers  and 
sailors.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  moving  the 
following  resolution  :  "  That  this  meeting  cordi- 
ally approves  of  the  scheme  inaugurated  by  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  to  found  a  Club 
for  Nurses  and  will  endeavour  in  every  way  to 
carry  it  out  and  to  further  its  success." 
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to-day.  We  in  Scotland  have  stolen  a  march  upon 
you,  for  our  club  in  Glasgow  was  opened  several 
months  ago,  and  alreadyitsmembership  approaches 
a  thousand,  and  the  use  made  of  it  shows  that  the 
need  for  it  was  broader  and  deeper  than  we  had 
imagined."  Lady  Ailsa  then  gave  a  short  history 
of  the  founding  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club  and 
paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  nurses. 
Nurses,  she  said,  had  not  known  how  to  make 
the  nation's  dire  necessity  their  opportunity. 
No  trade  union  had  claimed  for  them  a  12^  per 
cent,  increase,  and  it  was  the  more  a  privilege  for 
the  public  to  see  that  their  unadvertised  devotion 
and  their  silent  sacrifice  of  ease  and  safety, 
of  health  and  even  of  life  itself,  should  receive 
some  expression  of  appreciation  spontaneously 
offered.  Some  special  need  of  the  nurses  should  be 
selected  and  supplied,  and  this,  neither  as  a  bene- 
volence nor  a  charity,  but  as  an  appreciation,  a 
recognition  due,  through  which  to  express  the 
gratitude  of  the  people.  The  nurses  are  singularly 
isolated  in  their  work,  and  they  move  all  day  long 
in  an  atmosphere  of  suffering  and  of  death.  When 
her  responsibilities  are  heaviest  they  are  borne 
in  silence  and  alone.  There  is  no  occupation,  save 
that  of  the  medical  man,  so  lonely  and  in  which 
responsibility  is  so  direct.  In  bringing  the 
limitations  and  isolation  of  the  nurse's  circum- 
stances before  you,  I  do  not  forget  nor  seek  to 
conceal  defects  in  urgent  need  of  reform,  but  this 
is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  to  discuss  them. 
It  is  not  because  of  her  perfections  that  I  advocate 
her  case,  but  because  I  realise  the  necessity  of  her 
service  to  the  community  and  believe  in  the 
dignity  and  value  of  her  ministry.  There  is  every 
need  for  those  who  are  outside  the  nursing  profes- 
sion to  join  hands  with  the  best  elements  within 
it  for,  by  creating  an  instructed  public  opinion, 
you  will  most  effectively  strengthen  and  encourage 
the  nurses  to  persevere  in  their  endeavour  to  raise 
the  whole  status  of  their  profession. 

Here  in  London  you  are  singularly  fortunate, 
for  whatever  sum  you  may  give  can  be  happily 
entrusted  to  the  Royal  Bri+ish  Nurses'  Association 
and  the  Royal  Lady  who  presides  over  it — most 
Royal  I  may  say  in  her  readiness  to  serve  and  to 
efface  herself,  and  in  her  devotion  to  ths  nurses' 
cause  we  are  privileged  to  see  into  the  soul  of  the 
great-hearted  woman  who,  in  sympathy  with  the 
true  spirit  of  democracy,  with  far  sight  and  sound 
judgment,  seeks  fearlessly  to  give  her  sisters  in  the 
nursing  profession  full  scope  and  opportunity  to 
grow  and  cultivate  their  individual  powers, 
assured  that  only  so  will  they  make  good  citizens, 
good  nurses  and  good  women. 

Major    J.    McGregor    Robertson    Advocates 
Change  of  Environment. 

Major  J.  McGregor  Robertson  said  that 
many  of  his  hearers  had  cause  to  be  grateful  for  the 
care  and  attention  of  the  nurses,  and  it  was  sur- 
prising that,  in  the  past,  they  should  have  been 
described  as  futile  "  feckless  "  folk  in  matters 
concerning  their  own  interests.     It  was  not  good 


that  this  should  be  so,  either^or  the  nurses  or  the 
community.  Apathyjhad Tan  .unquestioned  reflex 
action  on  the  conduct  of  the  individual,  who,  in 
consequence,  was  apt  to  grow  stereotyped  and 
mechanical.  It  was  not  good  for  education  and 
advancement.  One  result  of  the  proposed  scheme 
would  be  increased  alertness  and  deeper  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  nurses  generally.  No  one  knew 
when  he  might  require  the  nurse's  ministrations. 
By  doing  something  that  would  enable  the  nurses 
to  get  away  from  their  daily  duties  and  routine 
they  would  be  adding  considerably  to  her  value  to 
the  great  suffering  public. 

Admiral  W.  S.  Sims  Condemns  "  Watch  and 
Watch." 

Admiral  Sims  (U.S.  Navy)  said  that  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  a  sailor  man  would  know 
anything  about  nurses,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  his 
duties  had  brought  him  and  his  staff  into  very 
considerable  intercourse  with  them.  He  could 
testify  to  the  sympathy  which  had  been  exhibited 
by  his  staff  for  the  British  nurses.  He  would  like 
to  offer  a  criticism  concerning  the  way  the  doctors 
prescribed  that  the  duties  of  the  nurse  should  be 
conducted.  The  mistake  doctors  made  was  in  not 
coming  to  the  Navy  men  for  some  advice  on  the 
subject.  It  was  distressing  to  him  to  find  that  the 
nurses  stood  for  what  was  called  "  watch  and 
watch  "  [i.e.,  twelve  hours  on  and  twelve  hours 
off) .  If  the  doctors  had  come  to  the  sailors  the 
latter  would  have  told  them  that  they  did  not 
count  upon  a  man  being  entirely  vigilant  and 
efficient  in  taking  care  of  the  bridge  of  a  great  ship 
at  sea  for  more  than  four  hours  at  a  time.  As  to 
club  facilities,  he  did  not  think  the  ladies  of  Great 
Britain  had  the  club  facilities  that  those  in  the 
United  States  possessed  ;  the  club  spirit  among 
the  ladies  had  not  gone  so  far  here.  His  under- 
standing of  the  duties  of  a  nurse  in  the  hospital 
and  of  the  duties  of  a  nurse  in  a  private  house  was 
that  she  did  not  have  opportunities  of  getting 
away  from  her  work  as  business  men  and  nearly 
all  other  men  did.  It  was  entirely  necessary  that 
the  nurses  should  have  a  house  which  they  could 
manage  for  themselves,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 
support  the  idea. 

Resolution  Carried  Unanimously. 
The   Lord   Mayor  then   put  the  resolution  to 
the  meeting,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Herbert  Paterson  Thanks  the  Lord 
Mayor.  ^ 
Mr.  Paterson  then  said  that  it  was  his  privilege 
to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  assured  him  that  the  nurses  were  deeply 
grateful  to  him  for  his  kindness.  He  (Mr. 
Paterson)  had  often  told  the  nurses  that  they 
were  woefully  indifferent  to  their  own  interests, 
but  he  was  sure  that  this  reflection  would  be  in 
some  measure  dispelled  this  afternoon,  as  nothing 
which  the  Association  had  ever  done  had  given 
such  satisfaction  to  the  nurses  as  the  organisation 
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of  the  proposed  Club  and  the  inauguration  of  the 
scheme  at  the  Mansion  House.  He  also  wished 
to  say  how  much  they  appreciated  the  presence 
of  the  different  speakers.  Lord  Morris  was  a 
distinguished  representative  of  our  Dominions 
beyond  the  seas.  Lady  Ailsa  had  done  a  very 
great  deal  in  connection  with  the  establishment 
of  a  Club  for  nurses  in  Glasgow,  and  he  knew  it 
was  an  especial  pleasure  to  the  nurses  to  hear 
the  wife  of  the  man  whose  driving  force  had  won 
the  war.  Admiral  Sims  represented  the  great 
nation  whose  entry  into  the  war  had  been  a 
deciding  factor  in  connection  with  its  conclusion, 
and  Dr.  McGregor  Robertson  was  a  distinguished 
medical  man  who  had  taken  a  most  whole-hearted 
interest  in  the  nurses.  Sir  Horace  Marshall's 
year  of  ofifice  promised  to  be  a  memorable  one, 
and  he  hoped  that  this  meeting  would  be  regarded 
by  the  nurses  as  not  the  least  important  event 
in  it.  He  asked  the  meeting  to  pass  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Mayor. 

This  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and  the  Lord 
Mayor,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks, 
said  how  pleased  he  had  been  to  take  the  chair. 
He  congratulated  Mr.  Paterson  and  the  officials 
of  fthe  Corporation  on  the  large  attendance  at 
the  meeting,  which  he  considered  to  be  an  indi- 
cation of  the  interest  taken  in  the  project. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Whilst  welcoming  communications  from  its 
Members  the  Corporation  does  not  hold  itself 
responsible  for  individual  expressions  of  opinion. 

NURSE     MEMBERS     SUPPORT     THE 
SCHEME     FOR    A     CLUB. 

To  the  Secretary. 
Dear  Madam, — I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the 
crowded  meeting  at  the  Mansion  House,  especially 
asjso  many  were  nurses.  As  I  believe  in  doing 
my  "  bit  "  for  a  scheme  of  which  I  greatly  approve, 
I  enclose  a  cheque  for  £^,  the  amount  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  setting  aside  each  year  for  amuse- 
ments. I  am  giving  it  for  our  Club  instead,  and 
I  hope  that  others  will  make  some  similar 
sacrifice  for  the  general  good. 
I  am,  &c.. 

One  of  the  Rank  and  File. 

Dear  Madam, — I  think  it  very  good  of  you 
all  to  take  so  much  trouble  to  establish  the  Club. 
I  always  find  that  those  who  help  themselves 
get  helped.  S^ippose  you  ask  all  the  Members 
for  a  guinea.  By  a  little  self-denial  I  am  sure 
that  we  could  all  subscribe  this,  and  we  should 
enjoy  the  Club  much  more  if  we  helped  to  found 
it. 

Wishing  you  all  success, 
I  am,  &c., 

Alice  Cattell. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary   to   the   Corporation. 
10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 


THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB. 

The  members  of  the  Club  are,  we  are  informed, 
thoroughly  enjoying  the  course  of  lectures  which 
have  been  arranged.  On  March  14th,  Dr.  John 
Patrick 'gave  a  most  educative  address  on  "  The 
Treatment  of  War  Wounds."  March  19th, 
"  Massage,"  came  under  discussion,  Mr.  May  land 
giving  the  lecture ;  and  on  March  28th  Dr.  Parry 
will  speak  on  "  Orthopaedics."  The  Annual 
Meeting  is  to  take  place  at  the  Club  on  March  29th, 
at  3  p.m.,  and  considering  the  wonderful  success 
of  the  movement  there  is  sure  to  be  a  record 
attendance.  A  circle  of  Nurses'  Clubs  in  Glasgow, 
London  and  Dublin,  free  from  of&cial  control, 
with  reciprocity  throughout,  will  do  more  to 
make  trained  nurses  useful,  liberal  minded, 
sympathetic  citizens  than  any  other  form  of 
education.  The  give  and  take  between  members, 
the  common  interests,  the  personal  responsibility, 
will  inevitably  produce  finer  women — and  we 
want  such  evolution  to  make  us  really  fine  human 
creatures.  The  accusation  that  nurses  as  a  class 
are  narrow,  and  self-concentrated,  timorous  and 
dissatisfied,  and  lacking  in  adaptability,  must 
have  no  shadow  of  truth  in  the  future.  We  must 
expand  mentally. 

1    m    I 

THE  METROPOLITAN  ASYLUMS  BOARD 
AND  THE  ASYLUM  WORKERS'  UNION. 

STATE  REGISTRATION  OF  MENTAL 
NURSES    APPROVED. 

The  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have  adopted 
a  report  from  their  General  Purposes  Committee 
on  the  conditions  of  service  of  institutional  ofiicers. 
The  Report  deals  at  length  with  the  national 
programme  formulated  by  the  Asylum  Workers' 
Union,  which  is  published  in  full  in  The  Poor  Law 
Officers'  Journal,  from  which  we  cull  the  following 
resume  : — 

Resume  in  tabular  form  of  the  National  Programme  of 
the    Asylum    Workers'    Union    and    the    Committee's 

Recommendations  thereon. 
(a)  National  Programme  of     [b)    Committee's    Recom- 
Asylum   Workers'    Union.  mendations  thereon. 

1.  Hours.  —  A  stipulated      i.  Agreed  in  principle. 

working  week  of  48 
hours. 

2.  Wages.  2.  Prepared  to  confer. 

3.  Equal  pay  for  women.       3.  Await  report  of  Govern- 

ment Commission. 

4.  Payment    of    inclusive     4.  In  force  for  men.    Pre- 

cash  wages.  pared     to     consider 

any  general  desire 
on  part  of  female 
stafE. 

5.  Ofi&cial    recognition    of     5.  Agreed. 

union. 

6.  Institution  of  wages  or     6.  Agree     to     Whitley 

conciliation  boards.  scheme. 

7.  State     registration     of     7.  No    objection,    subject 

mental  nurses.  to    agreed    standard 

of  qualifications. 

8.  Amendment  of  Super-     8.  Prepared  to  conisder. 

annuation  Acts. 
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We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  Asylum  Workers' 
Union,  a  very  energetic  body,  advocates  the 
State  Registration  of  Mental  Nurses,  and  that 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have  adopted 
the  recommendation  that  "  the  Board  offer  no 
objection  to  the  State  Registration  of  mental 
nurses  subject  to  an  agreed  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion being  adopted  as  a  condition  of  such  registra- 
tion." 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Kensiiis:ton  and  Fulhatn  General  Hospital. — Miss 
L.  B.  Wood,  R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  Q.A.R.M.N.S.,  on  the  Private  Staff  at 
Guy's,  and  Sister-housekeeper  of  the  Hospital.  She 
has  also  held  the  position  of  Matron  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Monte zah,   Egypt. 

Frimley  District  Cottage  Hospital. — ^Miss  Mary  E. 
Leng  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  North  Riding  Infirmary,  Middlesbrough,  and  has 
also  been  IVjatron  of  Ulverston  and  Penrith  Hospitals, 
Acting  Sister  at  the  Policlinico,  Rome,  and  Sister 
at  the  Third  Southern   General  Hospital,   Oxford. 

Harold  Wood,  Harold  Court  Sanatorium. — ^Miss  C. 
Alice  Barling  has  been  appointed  Matron  under  the 
Essex  County  Council.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Paddington,  where  she  was  Temporary 
Theatre  Sister.  She  has  since  been  Sister  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone,  Matron  of  the 
Borough  Sanatorium,  Folkestone,  and  for  eleven 
years  Matron  of  the  Ilford  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Sanatorium,  and  Matron  of  the  Co-educational  School 
Sanatorium,  Petersfield.  Miss  Barling  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  a 
certificate  for  massage. 

Kimberworth  Sanatorium. — -Miss  B.  Garrett  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Sheffield  Royal  Hospital,  and  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital.  She  has  also 
worked  in  Red  Cross  Hospitals  during  the  war. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin.— Miss  G.  L.  White  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  and  has  been  Sister  of 
the  Preliminary  Training  School  and  Sister  Surgery 
at  Guy's,  and  Sister  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital,  Guildford. 

HOME    SISTER. 

St.  Mary  (Islington)  Infirmary,  Highgatc. — Miss  D. 
Fussell  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  Shoreditch  Infirmary  and  has  been  Ward, 
Theatre,  Night,  and  Home  Sister  at  Kensington  In- 
firmary, and  Temporary  Matron  at  Croydon  Infirmary. 

NIQHT     SISTER. 

Clare  Hall  Hospital,  South  Mimms.— Miss  Gladys 
Stocking  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has 
worked  during  the  war  in  the  following  hospitals  : 
Military  Hospital,  Colchester  ;  No.  8  General  Hos- 
pital, France  ;  and  in  the  War  Hospital,  Huddersfield. 

New  Southgate,*!  Pass  more  Edwards  Hospital. — -Miss 
L.  Imrie  has  been*appointed  Night  Sister.     She  was 


trained  at  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  where  she  was 
Sister.  She  has  during  the  war  worked  in  militan- 
hospitals  at  home  and  in  France. 

Poor  Law  Hospital,  Paisley.— Miss  Elsie  Nelson 
has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
West  Ham  and  East  London  Hospital,  and  has  been 
Staff  Nurse  at  The  Hospital  for  Women,  Soho,  and 
Sister  and  Sister-in-Charge  in  French  military  hos- 
pitals on  active  service  on  Q.A.R.M.N.S.R. 

LADY    HEALTH     VISITOR. 

Boness  District  Council.— Miss  Janet  Macalister 
has  been  appointed  Lady  Health  Visitor.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Greenock  Infirmary  and  in  maternity 
nursing  at  the  Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Glasgow. 
She  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board. 

COLONIAL    APPOINTMENTS. 

The  following  appointments  to  the  Colonial  Service 
have  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  as  Nursing  Sisters  : — ^Miss  E.  Lankester,  to 
Sierra  Leone  ;  Miss  R.  E.  Nicholas,  to  Nigeria  ;  Miss 
E.  M.  Aubrey,  to  Gambia  ;  Miss  L.  M.  Whelan,  to 
Federated  Malay  States  ;  and  Miss  R.  Paul  to  Straits 
Settlements.  As  Nurses  : — Miss  A.  B.  Wharit  and 
Miss  R.  H.  Sharp,  to  East  Africa  Protectorate. 


NUR5ES'    MISSIONARY    LEAGUE. 

A  Quiet  Day  for  prayer  and  meditation  will  be 
held  on  Thursday,  March  27th,  1919  (by  kind 
permission  of  the  Rector),  at  St.  Mary  Woolnoth, 
Lombard  Street,  Mansion  House,  E.G.  It  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Sharpe,  M.A.  8 
a.m.,  Holy  Communion.  10.30  to  12.0.,  First 
address,  "  Good  Success  "  ;  Second  address, 
"  Holy  Ground.  3.0  to  4.30,  Third  address, 
"  Vocation  "  ;  Fourth  address,  "  Present  Oppor- 
tunities." There  will  be  periods  for  prayer  and 
silent  meditation  after  each  address.  Mr.  Sharpe 
will  be  in  the  church  from  12.0  to  12.30  and  from 
2.30  to  3.0,  to  give  further  help  to  any  nurses 
who  wish. 

WOMEN    SANITARY    INSPECTORS    AND 

HEALTH     VISITORS    AND    THE    LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT     BOARD. 

A  deputation  from  the  Women  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors' and  Health  Visitors'  Association  was  received 
by  Mr.  Willis,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Addison,  on 
Friday,  March  14th,  1919. 

In  the  absence,  through  illness,  of  Mrs.  Deane 
Streatfeild,  President  of  the  Association,  the 
deputation  was  introduced  by  Miss  Orange,  the 
Chairman.  The  questions  discussed  included  those 
of  the  salaries.  War  Bonuses  and  holidays  of 
Women  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Health  Visitors, 
and  the  need  for  the  requirement  of  a  single 
statutory  qualification  for  Health  Visitors.  We 
understand  that  the  attitude  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  appeared  to  be 
entirely  sympathetic  towards  the  views  expressed 
by  the  deputation.  -.IT]    .  ...   ■ 
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TEAPOT     MADE     OF    "GLAXO"    TINS. 

By  an  Englishman  interned  in  Austria,  who  says  : 

"  During  4  J  years'  internment  at  the  Internment 
Colony,  Raabs-on-the-Thaya,  Lower  Austria — 
a  colony  composed  of  civilians  of  British,  French, 
Italian,  Russian  and  Serbian  nationalities. — my 
friend  and  I  fitted  up  a  workshop  and  made  all 
sorts  of  useful  oddments  for  fellow  country 
people  and  ourselves. 


FRENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 


"  The  enclosed  tea-pot  was  made  from  a  Glaxo 
tin .  I  made  three  su  ch  pots,  all  of  which  have  been 
brought  home  as  mementoes.  The  Glaxo  was  sent 
out  to  the  British  Colony,  amongst  other  comforts  ; 
and  besides  being  used  for  the  feeding  of  childreri 
and  as  a  milk  substitute  for  the  entire  colony, 
it  was  largely  used  by  many  of  my  personal  friends' 
as  a  remedy  for  insomnia  and  nervous  debility 
from  which,  I  regret  to  say,  many  of  them  suf- 
fered." 


'*PIPS"  FOR  AUSTRALIAN 

MASSEUSES. 

Since  the  Australian  Army  Nurse  was  given  the 
privilege  of  wearing  an  officer's  badge  pt  rank  the 
woman  members  of  the  Army  Massage  Corps  have 
•  been  agitating  for  similar  recognition.  Masseuses 
attached  to  A.I.F.  massage  establishments  abroad 
have  all  along  been  wearing  on  the  shoulder  straps 
of  their  walking-out  uniforms  the  little  star  or 
"  pip  "  which  is  the  badge  of  rank  of  the  staff  nurse 
as  well  as  the  gay  young  subaltern.  For  some 
obscure  reason,  however,  masseuses  in  Avistralia 
have  not  been  granted  the  same  privilege,  although 
as  far  as  pay  and  allowances  are  concerned,  they 
are  on  exactly  the  same  level  as  Army  Staff  Nurses. 
But  it  now  seems  likely  that  the  anomaly  will  very 
shortly  be  rectified.  General  Cuscaden,  Acting 
Director  of  Australian  Medical  Services,  is  con- 
sidering the  question  of  placing  the  masseuses  on 
the  same  footing  as  Army  Nurses  as  far  as  the 
wearing  of  badges  of  rank  is  concerned.  He 
appears  to  view  the  claims  of  the  masseuses 
sympathetically,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  will 
recommend  that  they  be  aUowed  to  wear  a  single 
star  on  their  uniforms  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 


THE    SWEET  SCENTED  FLOWER  OF 
TRAINED  NURSES. 

As  the  ambulances  to  which  they  were  attached 
are  demobilised  the  units  of  F.F.N.C.  Sisters  are 
returning  home — a  goodly  number  after  upwards 
of  four  years'  arduous  work.  Some  day,  when  we 
have  time,  we  hope  to  write  a  little  history  of  the 
work  of  this  Corps,  which  was  started  under  such 
difficult  conditions,  which  aroused  apparently  so 
much  jealousy  and  opposition  from  inner  nursing 
circles  in  the  War  Office,  and  which  other  bureau- 
crats did  their  utmost  to  "  snuff  out."  But  the 
"  real  thing  "  always  tells,  and  in  spite  of  the 
intolerable  insularity  of  our  various  bureaucrats 
(male  and  female)  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps 
has  come  out  on  top  every  time.  The  reason  is 
not  far  to  seek.  The  women  who  offered  their 
services  to  care  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
French  Army  in  their  own  military  hospitals,  did 
so  knowing  that  there  would  be  no  "  sitting  on 
velvet "  in  their  surroundings.  But  the  com- 
pensation for  so  many  discomforts,  insanitary 
conditions,  cold,  and  food  shortage,  was  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  value  to  the  sick  of  every  effort  made, 
of  every  discomfort  suffered,  and  as  time  went  on, 
the  great  appreciation  by  sympathetic  surgeons 
and  doctors  of  skilled  nursing  as  practised  by  the 
British  Sisters  and  the  spontaneous  and  warm 
gratitude  of  the  patients. 

As  the  Sisters  arrive  home  it  is  amply  apparent 
that  the  majority  need  a  long  and  comfortable 
rest,  and  that  now  the  strain  is  at  an  end,  they 
realise  for  the  first  time  what  a  strain  the  work^has 
been. 

Some  of  the  Sisters,  however,  are  eager  to  return 
to  France  as  there  is  so  much  social  service 
required  in  the  devastated  districts,  for  refugees, 
orphan  children,  and  those  who  have  suffered  loss 
of  homes  and  worse  still,  of  nearest  and  dearest. 
Sisters  Sutton  and  Perkins  will  work  with  Mile. 
Desgarets.  Sister  Wood  has  also  returned  to 
France  ;  Sisters  Bennett  and  Banks,  after  \a. 
rest,  are  to  help  an  American  centre ;  Sister 
Richard  is  to  help  in  a  poor  district  in  Paris  ; 
Sister  Pope  has  gone  to  the  C.R.F.  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  at  Palavas.  The  whole  Lisieux  Unit 
has  been  requisitioned  by  the  head  of  the  Service 
de  Sant6  in  the  Rouen  region  for  work  at  Le 
Tr6port,  who  says  "  We  cannot  let  our  English 
Sisters  go,"  and  some  of  the  Sisters  are  on  duty 
in  Germany.  All  the  same,  the  work  of  the  Corps 
as  a  military  service  is  drawing  to  a  close  after 
four  and  a  half  years'  work,  and  one  and  all  regret 
leaving  France,  where,  in  spite  of  many  hardships, 
they  have  been  so  happy,  because  they  have  been 
so  useful,  and  where  so  many  friends  regret  their 
departure.  i-\ 

It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  thalt  the  seeds  have 
been  widely  sown  in  many  centres  of  the  Sweet 
Scented  Flower  of  Skilled  Nursing,  and  that  many 
young  women  in  France  will  dedicate  themselves 
to  its  culture. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"AN     ENGLISH     FAMILY."* 

This  is  a  notable  book  and  deserving  of  being 
read  with   close  attention. 

It  gives  a  clever  analysis  of  more  than  one 
remarkable  personality,  which  personalities,  as 
is  indicated  by  the  title,  are  for  the  most  part 
united  by  family  ties. 

Though  dealing  with  the  present  period  and 
up-to-date  topics,  its  literary  style  has  a  flavour 
of  Early  Victorian  writers,  which  gives  the  whole 
book   a   certain   unusual   piquancy. 

The  family  in  question  belonged  to  a  clergyman 
of  •'  evangelical  views  of  a  troublesome  order," 
the  sternness  of  which  he  expended  in  the  pulpit, 
and  he  made  use  of  his  children  "  to  refresh  his 
spirit  and   restore   his  strength." 

"  Never  were  children  so  spoilt ;  no  children 
had  ever  more  reason  to  adore  their  father." 

The  book  is  written  in  the  first  person  by  the 
youngest  son,  Hugh,  who  gives  dispassionate 
evidence  of  the  undisciplined  brood  which  was 
the  result  of  their  indulgent  upbringing.  Hugh 
speaks  of  his  father  in  middle  life  as  having 
modified  the  sternness  of  his  religious  belief.  This 
he  attributes  to  his  children's  "  little  warm  hands 
stealing  into  his  own,  which  had  pulled  him  away 
from  his  fiery  statidn  oyer  the  fiery  pit. 

"  He  might  have  been  a  dean,  or  at  any  rate 
an  archdeacon,  foi  he  had  powerful  relations  and 
was  a  man  of  the  most  agreeable  manner,  but  for 
a  malady  which  attacked  him  in  middle  life. 
This  malady  I  call  the  malady  of  the  armchair. 

"  God  knows  what  was  happening  to  the  souls 
of  his  congregation  while  this  lovable  man,  who, 
mark  you,  was  the  most  upright,  gentle  and 
kindliest  of  human  spirits,  smoked  his  pipe  and 
nodded  his  head  over  the  rhetoric  of  Macaulay 
or  the  German  philosophy  of  George   Eliot." 

Young  Hugh  himself  was  frankly  a  waster  ; 
at  any  rate,  till  he  was  well  on  in  life.  He  draws 
a  quite  unbiassed  portrait  of  himself. 

He  was  early  made  independent  by  old  Newdi- 
gate,  who  singled  him  out  from  his  brothers  for 
his  favour  and  had  him  educated  at  Repton. 

It  was  here  that  he  formed  a  friendship  with 
Lionel  Torrance,  "  the  finest  fellow  in  the  school 
and  the  finest  man  I  have  ever  known.  For  some 
reason  or  another,  this  lion,  who  was  in  the  same 
house  as  I  was,  took  a  fancy  to  me,  and  in  spite 
of  all  the  disparities  between  us  we  were  friends." 

The  curious  aspect  of  this  hero-worship  on 
the  part  of  Hugh  was  that  it  did  not  stimulate 
him  to  justify  his  own  existence — for  Lionel 
Torrance  was  certainly  worthy  of  Hugh's  ex- 
pressed enthusiasm. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Hugh's  father  had  inherited 
Longworthy,  his  ancestral  home,  and  it  was  to 


♦  By  Harold   Begbie.     London 
&  Son. 
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this  beautiful  old  estate  and  house  that  Hugh 
was  proud  to  ask  his  friend  for  his  holidays. 

"  That  night  when  I  went  with  Torrance  to  his 
room,  he  said  to  me,  '  I  love  your  father  and  of 
course  I  am  going  to  marry  your  sister  Rose  ; 
you  quite  understand  that,  don't  you  ?' 

"  Although  he  laughed  as  he  said  this,  I  felt 
certain  he  meant  it,  and  for  the  first  time  in  ray 
life  I  thought  of  Rose  as  a  Person.  She  was  then 
fifteen  with  her  hair  down  her  back." 

Hugh  says  of  Lionel : 

"  The  main  thing  about  him  which  attracted 
everybody  was  his  perfectly  inexhaustible  joy 
and  deUght  in  himself.  I  don't  mean  that  he 
was  an  egoist.  I  mean  that  he  loved  in  some 
inexplicably  detached  fashion  his  exuberant 
health,  his  quick  way  of  seeing  to  the  truth  of 
things,  his  great  physical  accuracy  and  his  capacity 
to  enjoy." 

A  year  or  two  later,  when  he  had  married 
Rose  and  become  a  great  surgeon,  he  endeavours 
to  impart  to  Hugh  some  of  the  inspiration  of  his 
high  calling. 

"  When  I  go  into  an  operation  I  have  no  thought 
in  my  mind  but  the  patient.  The  whole  of  my 
attention  is  concentrated  on  saving  a  life.  I  do  not 
glance  at  the  anaesthetist  or  the  dresser,  or  the 
sisters  or  the  nurses.  I  don't  wonder  what  they 
are  doing.  I  don't  worry  about  them.  I  know 
what  they  are  doing — know  they  are  doing  every- 
thing perfectly.  They  are  mine.  They  are 
trained  in  my  way.  We  are  a  team  and  we  do 
team  work.  Shall  I  tell  you  something  private  ? 
The  atmosphere  in  my  theatre  during  an  operation 
is  like  that  of  a  church.  We  never  speak  a  word — 
none  of  us.  The  work  is  done  in  silence — complete, 
unbroken  silence.  Do  you  know  why  I  make 
this  rule  ?  The  patient  may  be  fast  asleep ; 
he  may  be  perfectly  anaesthetised  ;  but  handle  a 
vital  organ  roughly  and  you  see  it  shrink  from 
you,  just  as  a  child  shrinks  from  a  blow.  Isn't 
that  interesting  ?  So  you  see,  dear  old  gin-and- 
water,  we  men  who  cherish  ideals  and  who  love 
perfection,  work  in  absolute  silence,  with  the 
extremity  of  tenderness  and  with  all  our  thoughts 
solemnly  directed,  solemnly  to  saving  hfe.  We 
are  thinking  of  the  whole  patient,  his  consciousness, 
his  unconsciousness,  his  soul.  We  are  very,  very 
tender  ;  we  are  also  reverent ;  perhaps  some  of 
us  are  praying."  When  success  attends  his 
effort  he  says  : — "  That's  triumph.  That's  the 
wages  God  gives  us.  ...Now  do  you  understand 
why  all  the  money '^  in  the  world  can't  buy  my 
second  best  "  ?  We  make  no  excuse  for  quoting 
this  passage  at  length,  for  it  contains  ideals  on 
which  nurses  as  well  as  surgeons  would  do  well  to 
ponder,  and  which  will,  perchance,  benefit  them 
more  than  quoting  from  passages  which  tell 
of  Hugh's  faithful  love  for  Ann,  or  the  erratic 
doings  of  his  various  brothers.  But  it  is  all  worth 
reading,  and  we  should  certainly  advise  all  who 
have  the  opportunity  to  obtain  the  book  and  read 
it.  We  can  promise  them  both  plejisure  and 
profit. 
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IN   FL4NDERS'    FIELDS. 

By   Lt.-Col.    John    D.    McCrae. 

{Written  during  the  second  battle  of  Ypres,  1915. 
The  author,  Dr.  John  D.  McCrae,  of  Montreal  Canada, 
was  killed  in  Flanders,  January  28,  191 8.) 

In  Flanders'  fields  the  poppies  blow 

Between   the   crosses,   row   on   row, 
That  mark  our  place  ;    and  in  the  sky 

The   larks,    still   bravely   singing,    fly, 
Scarce  heard  amidst  the  guns  below. 

We  are  the  dead.     Short  days  ago 
We  lived,   felt  dawn,   saw  sunset  glow, 

Loved  and  were  loved,  and  now  we  lie 
In  Flanders'  fields. 

Take  up  our  quarrel  with  the  foe  ! 

To  you  from  falling  hands  we  throw 
The  torch.     Be  yours  to  hold  it  high  ! 

If  you  break  faith  with  us  who  die, 
We  shall  not  sleep,  though  poppies  grow 
In  Flanders'  fields. 


AMERICA'S     ANSWER. 

By  R.  W.  Lillard. 

{Written  after  the  death  of  Lt.-Col.  McCrae,  author 
of  "  In  Flanders'  Fields,"  and  printed  in  the  New 
York  Evening  Post.) 

Rest  ye  in  peace,  ye  Flanders'  dead. 

The  fight  that  ye  so  bravely  led 
We've  taken  up.     And  we  will  keep 

True  faith  with  you  who  lie  asleep, 
With  each  a  cross  to  mark  his  bed. 

And  poppies  blowing  overhead. 
Where  once  his  own  lifeblood  ran  red  ; 

So  let  your  rest  be  sweet  and  deep 
In  Flanders'  fields. 

Fear  not  that  ye  have  died  for  naught. 

The  torch  ye  threw  to  us  we  caught, 
Ten  million  hands  will  hold  it  high. 

And  Freedom's  light  shall  never  die. 
We've  learned  the  lesson  that  ye  taught 
In   Flanders'    fields. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

March  2'jth. — Nurses'  Missionary  League  :  A 
Quiet  Day,  St.  Mary  Woolnoth,  Lombard  Street, 
E.C.    8.0  a.m.;   10.30  to  12;  and  3.0  to  4.30  p.m. 

March  28th. — Scottish.  Nurses'  Club  :  Lecture 
on  "  Orthopaedics,"  by  Dr.  Parry,  205,  Bath 
Street,   Glasgow.     7.30   p.m. 

March  2gth. — Scottish  Nurses'  Club  :  Annual 
Meeting,  205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgovi^.     3.0  p.m. 


A    GREAT    EVENT. 

March  28th. — House  of  Commons.  Second 
reading  of  the  Central  Committee's  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill. 

Nurses  who  want  to  be  preesnt  should  ask  their 
members  to  ballot  for  places,  as  the  Ladies'  Gallery 
is  now  very  crowded  and  there  is  no  chance  of 
being  admitted  without  a  ticket. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE     STATUS     OF     IRISH     NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — Miss  Carson  Rae's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  the  8th  does  not  cover  the  whole  ground. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  evident  that  in  these 
democratic  days,  in  these  dangerous  days,  some 
new  method  of  dealing  with  the  admittedly  oyer- 
whelming  grievances  of  the  nurses  and  of  the  public 
who  suffer  through  them  is  needed.  We  are  at 
present,  as  regards  associations  of  nurses,  very 
much  in  the  position  of  those  who  have  "  toiled 
all  night  and  taken  nothing."  Our  Irish  Nurses' 
Association  and  our  Irish  Nursing  Board  have 
done  well.  They  will,  I  hope,  do  better.  But 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  they  can  cover  the 
ground  which  will  be  covered  by  the  Trade 
Union  of  Irish  Nurses.  What  we  need  now  is 
to  let  down  the  net  for  the  multitude  of  fishes. 

The  scope  of  a  Nurses'  Trades  Union  and  the 
activities  covered  by  it  do  not  properly  come, 
nor  should  they  come,  under  the  Irish  Nursing 
Board.  This  is  not  a  "  fighting  "  but  a  register- 
ing, and  educative,  and  a  legislative  body. 

We  need,  to  get  our  claims  attended  to — to 
compel  attention — an  overwhelming  body  from 
the  rank  and  file,  joined  in  very  close  bonds  of 
brotherhood.  It  is  unnecessary  to  begin  to  tell 
you.  Madam,  with  your  many  years  of  sad  experi- 
ence, how  difficult  it  is  .to  bring  that  body  to- 
gether and  to  k;eep  its  members  in  touch. 

Finance  and  organisation  are  the  obvious 
prime  necessities.  Both  have  been  generously 
offered  to  us  by  our  fellow  workers  of  the  Irish 
Women  Workers'  Union-^a  non-sectarian,  non- 
political  body,  and,  to  boot,  they  place  at  our 
command  their  hard- won  experience.  At  the 
same  time  they  have  no  thought  of  interfering 
with  our  self-government.  Our  nurses  ^i\\  have 
absolute  control  of  their  own  Union,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  accustomed  financial  arrangements 
with  headquarters. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  be  mad  to  miss 
this   opportunity.     Nor  shall  we  miss  it. 

I  am  sorry  that  anyone  should  attempt  to 
confuse  the  issue  by  suggesting — what  was 
expressly,  as  I  understand,  denied  at  the  meeting 
held— that  a  strike  of  waitresses  would  entail 
a  strike  of  nurses.  There  is  much  to  be  learned 
by  the  general  public  in  regard  to  trade  unions, 
their  educative  work  and  their  teaching  of  self- 
reliance.  I  always  feel  sorry  when  I  find  a  person 
of  intelligence  blundei  ing  up  against  the  one  word 
strike,  as  though  the  great  aims  of  unions  were 
not  just  our  common  aim?  in  the  forward  section 
of  the  nursing  profession,  the  betterment  of  the 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

PJ     _|.  ,  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*   1*  51  •  branch    is   under  the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

O  J  ,   The    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OCC^CIllCl  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted, 

TTU*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
^  IHl  vl  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

F/xii*»l-l%  •  ^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 
r  OUnil  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 


555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

^TION  ST , 
TTINGHAM 

HSI 


SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  Aoot«  wjik  D»ue   o  ft  "*"^  Officer  STATION  ST, 

Managing  Director.  Vm  ?V>i'?>v^<i  .^  NOTTINGHAM 
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conditions  of  service,  the  raising  of  the  profession 
and  the  bringing  home  to  each  member  a  sense 
of  her  own  responsibiUty  and  the  nobiUty  of  her 
own  individuaUty,  as  a  human  being,  responsible 
to  the  whole  body  politic. 

It  is  easy  to  prophesy,  but  I  shall  be  surprised 
if  the  Irish  Nurses'  Union  does  not  shortly  become 
an  important  and  influential  bod)- .  Most  earnestly 
do  I  trust  that  our  other  Associations  may  not 
attempt  to  stand  in  the  way,  as  elder  Associations 
so  often  do,  of  this  new  and  promising  develop- 
ment. We  are  all  apt  to  forget  at  times  that 
there  is  more  than  one  road  to  victory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Albinia  Brodrick. 

Ballincoona,  Caher  Daniel, 
Co.  Kerry,  Ireland. 

A     NURSES'     SANATORIUM. 

Dear  Editor, — It  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  a  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  Nurses  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  has  been  suggested. 

Speaking  from  personal  experience,  I  can  affirm 
that  a  sanatorium  for  niirses  would  be  more  than 
appreciated. 

Three  years  ago  I  was  nursing  in  a  Militarv 
Hospital,  when  through  overstrain  I  had  a  serious 
breakdown  in  the  form  of  pleurisy  with  effusion, 
and  on  being  examined  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  It  was  suggested  that 
sanatorium  treatment  would  be  necessary. 

I  went  to  have  treatment  at  a  very  good  sana- 
torium, and  in  order  to  do  so,  had  to  supplement 
the  Insurance  allowance. 

Needless  to  say,  this  made  great  demands  on  my 
savings,  which  I  could  ill  afford. 

After  a  year's  treatment  I  was  able  to  continue 
work  at  the  seaside  with  convalescent  soldiers  for 
two  years,  when,  on  contracting  influenza,  I  had 
a  return  of  my  old  complaint  and  am  now  forced 
to  undergo  another  course  of  treatment. 

I  am  now  in  one  of  the  sanatoria  to  which 
patients  are  sent  under  the  Insurance  Act,  and 
although  everything  is  done  for  our  comfort  and 
well-being  that  is  possible  in  a  very  mixed  and 
large  community,  and  everyone  is  very  kind,  there 
are  many  things  about  such  a  life  which  rather 
impede  than  help  a  nurse's  progres-\  Such  as  for 
instance  the  noise,  the  interminable  discussions 
about  temperature,  sputum,  diet,  family  histories, 
&c.,  with  all  of  which  subjects  the  nurse  is, 
unhappily,  too  conversant. 

There  is  also  the  fact  to  be  taken  in  consideration 
that  most  nurses  find  the  treatment  rather  drastic 
to  begin  with.  In  some  sanatoria  they  are 
expected  to  get  up  at  half  to  seven  winter  and 
summer  and  remain  out  of  bed  until  8.30  p.m.  This 
seems  a  long  day  to  a  nurse,  who  has  contracted 
tviberculosis  through  being  run  down  by  overwork 
and  long  hours,  and  she  is  very  tired  by  the  end  of 
it. 

Yours, 

"  Interested." 


KERNELS  FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Old  Registrationist  : — "  I  did  not  sleep  a  wink 
after  you  telephoned  me  the  splendid  news  that 
at  last  after  all  these  years  our  Bill  had  got  a 
place  in  the  ballot.  It  seemed  too  good  to  be 
true.  Now  pray  God  this  long  struggle  may 
end.  It  is  a  very  grave  reflection  upon  Parlia- 
ment we  are  so  far  behind  other  countries." 

Scottish  Nurse  : — "  May  I  suggest  that  as  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  refused  to  support 
the  parent  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  and  are 
attempting  to  have  Parliament  adopt  its  own 
Bill,  that  it  be  made  quite  clear  to  the  new 
Parliament  that  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  is 
the  Nurses' Bill,  and  the  College  Bill  is  the  Matrons' 
Bill,  as  a  Council  of  twenty-two  Matrons  have 
helped  to  draft  the  latter  measure  without  consult- 
ing the  nurses,  and  the  Nurses'  Organisations 
object  to  absolute  control  by  hospital  Matrons, 
deeply  as  they  revere  those  who  have  stood  by 
their  demand  for  co-operative  representation." 

Irisli  Nurse  "  writes  from  Dublin  : — "  Here 
we  Nurses  are  wondering  what  will  be''the  result 
of  all  our  unrest.  One  thing  is  sure — should  the 
College  Bill  as  it  stands  become''^ law,^  only  the 
College  clique  will  place  their  necks  in  its  noose. 
Irish  Association  Nurses,  and  Irish  Trade  Union 
Nurses  will  never  submit  to  it.  We  made  that 
plain  to  the  College  delegates  from  London  when 
they  came  along  here  to  tell  us  '  The  College  had 
come  to  stay  whether  we  wanted  it  or  not.'  We 
won't  be  governed  from  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
London,  and  we  will  have  an  Independent 
Governing  Body — through  a  Bill  for  Britain  and 
Ireland — or  we  will  have  an  Irish  Bill  as  the 
Mid  wives  have." 

(Many  Scottish  Nurses  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  No  College  monopoly.  An  indepen- 
dent Governing  Body,  through  a  conjoint  Bill, 
or  a  Scottish  Nurses 'Bill,  as  the  Midwives  have. 
We  are  informed  on  good  authority  that  the 
present  House  of  Commons  is  in  no  temper  to 
grant  a  monopoly  to  any  Company  to  control  a 
class  of  workers  ;  quite  the  reverse,  especially 
as  the  overwork  and  uncierpay  of  nurses  has  at 
last  been  permitted  to  become  public  through  the 
Press  !  The  more  every  nurse  who  loves  fair 
play  impresses  her  objections  to  College  auto- 
cracy on  members  of  Parliament,  the  better. 
The  arrogant  attitude  of  its  Executive,  bolstered 
up  by  charitable  finance,  becomes  more  and  more 
apparent  every  day. — Ed.) 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

March  22nd. — Give  the  nursing  treatment  of  a 
child,  aged  six  years,  with  diphtheria.  Mention 
the  complications  which  may  arise. 

March  2gth. — Describe  how  to  organize,  and  the 
daily  routine  of  a  special  Sanatorium  for  Nurses 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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FOR   THE    BABIES    OF    THE    MARNE. 


The  Maternity  Hospital  of  the, Friends  War 
Victims  Relief  Committee,  now  well  on  the  way 
towards  its  fifth  birthday,  has  had  an  eventful 
history.  From  the  day  in  December,  19 14,  when 
the  Prefet  offered  us  the  epileptic  block  of  the  Asile 
des  Vieillards  and  we  fell  upon  it  with  scrubbing 
brushes  and  disinfectants  under  the  awed  gaze  of 
the  aged  and  the  imbecile  inhabitants  of  the  other 
blocks,  until  the  day  we  re-entered  it  after  our  Ave 
months'  exile  in  1918,  we  have  lived  and  moved 
and  liad  our  being  in  a  series  of  crises  ;  but  crise  or 
no  crise,  babies  have  continued  to  pour  in  upon  us 
in  a  steadily  increasing  flood,  and  our  thousandth 
is  well  within  sight. 

Marie  Louisa,  who  now  signs  herself  ' '  votre  fille 
ainee  "  in  large  straggly  letters,  made  her  appear- 
ance and  opened  the  Maternity  on  December  9th, 

1914.  Her  mother,  a  refugee  from  the  Ardennes, 
arrived  accompanied  by  six  of  her  ^offspring, 
leaving  two  more  at  home,  or  rather  in  the  place 
that  served  as  such.-  We  had^a  happy Uittle 
Christmas  party  two  weeks  later  for  them  and  their 
companions,  by  that  time  quite  numerous,  and 
speculated  cheerfully  upon  how  many  months  it 
would  be  before  they  were  back  in  their  own 
country. 

Our  first  real  taste  of  war  came  in  September 

191 5,  Until  that  time  we  had  heard  the  continuous 
thunder  of  the  guns  about  fifteen  mile.i  away  ;  but 
one  fine  day  shells  from  a  long-range  German  gun 
arrived  among  us,  and  a  Zeppelin  gave  the  town 
a  peppermg  in  the  night.  We  had  no  cellars  of  any 
kind,  so  we  made  what  preparations  we  could 
against  fire,  put  out  the  lights,  and  waited — for 
what  did  not  come  that  time  !  French  aviators 
had  sighted  Bertha  and  put  her  out  of  action. 

That  Christmas  we  thought  we  should  like  to 
invite  all  our  mothers  from  the  beginning,  with 
their  babies  and  other  children,  for  New  Year's 
Day  and  give  them  a  Christmas  tree.  Most  of 
them  were  refugees  in  little  villages  some  way  oft'. 
We  never  expected  them  to  come,  but  we  sent  each 
a  Christmas  card  and  an  invitation,  and  laid  plans 
for  about  fifty.  Fortunately,  we  had  a  reserve 
stock,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  guests  arrived. 
They  came  the  night  before  ;  they  came  first  thing 
in  the  morning  ;  they  walked  miles  and  miles. 
One  carried  her  baby  twenty-two  kilometres.  In 
their  year  and  a-half  of  exile  this  was  their  very 
first  festivity,  and  they  made  the  most  of  it. 

We  started  the  ward  for  sick  babies  in  191 6  ;  we 
had  always  held  a  weekly  baby  clinic,  and  now  and 
again  kept  in  one  or  two  that  needed  constant 
care.  As  our  numerous  family  increased,  more  and 
more  room  was  needed,  so  .we  opened  a  little  ward 
of  seven  cots  that  soon  overflowed.  Next  year  we 
needed   twenty   cots  and  the  hopiial-pouponni^re 


became  an  established  fact.  All  tha^  year,  too,  we 
were  evacuating  women  and 'children  from  the 
bombarded  town  of  Reims,  sending  the  children 
on  into  the  south  or  centre  of  France  in  the  care 
of  various  P>encli  societies.  ,  1 ,.  1 

When  New  Year's  Day  approached  we  thought 
with  horror  of  the  squash  of  the  last  year's  party. 
There  would  be  at  least  double  the  number.  So 
we  borrowed  the  Town  Hall  of  Chalons,  where  we 
had  three  hundred  guests  !  All  that  autumn  the 
crises  had  taken  the  unpleasant  form  of  difficulties 
over  papers  and  passports,  and  we  could  not  get 
workers  out  from  England.  We  were  terribly 
short-handed.  It  was  the  hardest  winter  known 
in  these  parts  ;  fuel  was  almost  impossible  to  get. 
Our  one  means  of  lighting,  kerosene  lamps,  failed 
for  lack  of  oil ;  food  and  milk  were  very  scarce — in 
fact,  almost  the  only  commodity  that  did  not  fail 
was  babies.  They  came  thicker  than  ever,  as  it 
grew  more  and  more  impossible  for  the  poor  women 
to  stay-in  the  miserable  places  they  called  home. 

Sooverworked  were  we  all  in  March,  with  no  new 
workers  coming,  that  we  held  a  meeting  to  con- 
aider  asking  the  Committee  to  close  the  Maternity. 
The  relief  workers  met  with  us,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  desperate  need  to  help  these  poor  women,  we 
decided  that  whatever  happened  we  would  carry  on. 
The  relief  workers  oft'ered  their  help.  Little  did 
they  (or  we)  know  how  soon  we  should  have  to  call 
upon  them. 

Like  a  bolt  from  the  blue  came  one  of  the  thin 
yellow  official  telegrams  early  in  April,  asking  us  to 
come  at  once  to  Reims  to  evacuate  the  Maternity 
there.  Permits  at  that  time  took  at  least  thr.je 
days,  but  that  flimsy  yellow  paper  was  j>otent 
and  we  were  oft'  in  less  than  two  hours.  Not  only 
the  Maternity  but  the  civil  hospital  had  to  be 
evacuated  under  very  heavy  fire.  Our  cars  worked 
from  5  a.m.  till  11  p.m.  all  week.  Surgical  and 
medical  cases  went  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  but 
maternity  cases  and  babies  came  to  us.  From  the 
villages,  too,  they  came  pouring  in  ;  we  brought 
away  thirty  or  forty  babies  under  three,  at  once. 
On  our  heaviest  night  we  had  three  hundred  extra 
children  on  our  hands.  Food  and  clothing  seemed 
to  arrive  by  magic  ju5t  in  time,  mostly  cases  from 
America,  and  a  sp>ecial  providence  averted  the 
epidemics  we  imagined  with  hoiror  among  so 
mixed  a  crowd.  Air  raids  were  very  bad  all  that 
spring,  but  we  are  some  distance  from  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  fortunately  escaped  damage.  We 
had  many  patients  from  the  town  (not  refugees), 
as  they  felt  safer  with  us  than  in  their  own  houses. 
The  raids  became  much  more  serious  and  caused 
the  evacuation  of  the  H6tel  Dieu  in  the  spring  of 
1918.  Its  maternity  ward  was  evacuai"ed  to  our 
hospital.  Three  months  later,  ai  the  time  of  the 
German  advance,  the  Maternitj-  Hospital  at 
Epernay  was  also  evacuated  to  ours,  which  was 
left  the  only  Maternity  hospital  in  the  Marne,  if 


'96     (The  :3Brltteb  3ournal  of  l^ureinc  Supplement      ^^^^^  ^2,  1919 


the  four  beds  installed  in  a  school  At  Vitry  are 
excepted. 

An  Army  Order  to  evacuate  our  Maternity  came 
on  July  nth,  1918.  We  had  a  place  ready  to 
receive  us,  two  hours  away  by  car,  but  we  kept  a 
poste  de  sec  ours  in  Chalons,  moving  most  of  the 
women  down  to  Mery.  The  Maternity  building 
was  now  in  a  place  of  particular  danger  both  from 
long-range  guns  and  aircraft,  so  we  installed  three 
maternity  b^ds  in  a  house  which  was  somewhat 
safer.  For  the  nights  we  had  our  poste  de  secours 
in  the  great  champagne  cellars  under  the  hUl,  where 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Chalons  sheltered.  .  .  . 
Three  babies  were  born  there,  about  twenty  more 
in  the  daytime  poste  de  secours,  and  all  were  taken 
down  to  safety  at  Mery  immediately  after. 
■  Our  old  building  having  been  severely  damaged, 
we  had  to  wait  five  months  before  we  could  return  ; 
but  with  new  paint  everywhere,  electric  light  and 
hot  water,  the  days  of  crises  now  seem  over. 

There  is  one  more  crise,  which  might  be  the 
worst,  and  that  would  be  its  closing  down.  During 
these  four  years  and  a  quarter,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  babies  have  been  born.  Two  mothers 
only  died.  One  arrived  much  too  late,  hopeless 
from  the  first.  The  other  died  from  long-standing 
heart  disease,  which  became  acute.  Only  4J  per 
cent,  of  babies  have  been  born  dead,  or  have  died 
in  their  first  month. 

The  mothers  say  to  us,  "  il  n'y  a  pas  d'accidents 
chez  vous,"  and  come  again,  bringing  their  neigh- 
bours. The  hospital  is  badly  wanted — everybody 
wants  it  to  remain.  We  began  with  twenty-six 
maternity  beds  ;  now  we  have  forty,  wnth  twenty 
four  cradles,  and  we  need  them  all.  The  garderie 
for  the  older  children  had  about  sixteen  beds  and 
there  was  no  pouponniire  ;  now  there  are  forty 
cots  for  children,  and  these  are  never  empty. 

There  is  a  committee  of  French  people  willing, 
nay,  eager  and  enthusiastic,  to  take  over  the 
management  when  the  Friends  go  ;  there  is  a 
French  staff  ready  to  carry  it  on  in  the  same  spirit 
and  with  equal  skill.  The  question  is,  can  the 
Departement  of  the  Marne  afford  the  necessary 
grant  now  the  war  is  over  ?  With  Reims  a  heap 
of  ruins,  Suippes,  Mourmelon,  and  countless  other 
little  towns,  not  to  speak  of  villages,  half  or  totally 
destroyed,  Chalons  itself  much  damaged,  the 
funds  of  the  departement  will  have  a  heavy  strain 
upcTn  them.  The  Conseilleurs  look  very  grave 
and  shake  their  heads  when  we  speak  of  the 
120,000  francs  a  year  that  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  it  going.  According  to  our  calculations, 
four  hundred  dollars  or  eighty  pounds  will  maintain 
entirely  for  one  year  a  mother's  bed  and  a  baby's 
cradle.  Ten  thousand  dollars  or  two  thousand 
pounds  will  endow  them  for  ever.  The  cost  of 
each  baby,  including  the  care  of  its  mother  at  the 
time  of  birth,  the  housing  and  care  of  all  its  little 
brothers  and  sisters  at  the  same  time,  if  necessary, 
and  the  assurance  of  a  cot  in  the  pouponnilre 
should  it  fall  ill  at  any  time  vip  to  two  years  old, 
costs  four  hundred  francs,  or  eighty  dollars  or 
sixteen  pounds. 


Will  not  friends  come  forward  and  give  France 
the  cost  of  the  birth  of  a  baby,  or  keep  a  cradle 
full  of  them  for  a  year,  or  better  still  for  ten  years, 
when  the  country  will  have  recovered  from  her 
losses  ?  To  reconstruct,  a  country  must  have 
children.  The  Maternite  helps  her  to  keep  them 
and  to  keep  them  healthy.  The  women  come 
with  tears  in  their  ej'es  to  beg  us  not  to  go,  saying, 
"  we  must  keep  the  Maternity  " — will  friends  not 
help  to  keep  it  open  ? 

We  want  to  call  it  the  Maison  Maternelle  de  la 
Marne,  so  that  it  may  remain  what  it  now  is,  the 
Friend  of  every  mother  and  every  babe.  We  want 
to  teach  the  mothers  how  to  care  for  their  babies 
wisely  ;  we  want  to  help  mothers  in  trouble  and 
diffipulty,  and  we  want  at  the  same  time  to  teach 
educated  French,  English,  and  American  girls,  as 
we  have  been  doing,  how  to  deal  with  babies  and 
young  children  so  as  to  keep  them  healthy,  so  that 
they  may  in  turn  teach  others  The  international 
spirit  will  remain,  and  will  keep  fresh  the  memory 
of  Les  Amis.  It  will  water  the  seeds  of  brother- 
hood sown  in  the  time  of  France's  distress,  and 
may  help  them  to  continue  to  grow  and  flourish 
when  her  wounds  are  healed. 

Edith  M.  Pye. 

This  article  is  published  in  leaflet  form  and 
can  be  obtained  through  the  N.U.T.N.,  46, 
Marsham  Street,  London,  S.W- 


CONTROL  OF  MIDWIVES. 

Standing  Committee  A  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
considering  on  Tuesday  the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill, 
considered  the  control  of  midwives. 

Major  Hills  moved  to  leave  out  the  following  sub- 
section in  Clause  3  : — "  All  the  powers  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  of  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  under 
the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  and  1918."  He  said  that  mid- 
wives  were  a  branch  of  the  medical  service,  and  so  far 
the  Ministry  of  Health  had  not  proposed  to  take  charge 
of  the  service. 

Major  Astor  explained  that  Parliament  had  given  the 
direction,  employment,  and  payment  of  midwivels  to 
local  authorities.  The  Ministry  of  Health,  succeeding 
the  Local  Government  Board,  was  far  more  qualified 
to  deal  with  those  local  authorities  than  the  Privy 
Council.  They  did  not  propose  to  touch  the  judicial 
functions,  so  that  midwives  when  questions  of  discipline 
were  raised  would  have  the  same  right  of  appeal  as 
now  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice.  The  Committee 
had  shown  quite  clearly  that  it  wanted  to  concentrate 
matters  dealing  with  infants  and  children  under  the 
Minister  of  Health,  and  it  would  be  unwise  consequently 
to  remove  from  that  Department  a  matter  so  very 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  infants. 

Major  Hills,  in  view  of  the  assurance  that  an  appeal 
would  bo  allowed,  and  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
would  remain  intact,  with  all  its  powers,  withdrew  his 
amendment. 


A     CHILD     LIFE-CARD. 

Dr.  Eric  Pritchard,  speaking  at  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  last  Saturday,  said  :  "I  hope 
the  Ministry  of  Health  will  devise  a  life-card  for 
a  child's  whole!  history,  so  that  it  may  be  kept 
and  handed  on  from  one  authority  to  another." 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 
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EDITORIAL. 


SECOND    READING    OF    OUR    NURSES' 
REGISTRATION     BILL, 

The  Editor  feels  sure  that  her  innumerable 
correspondents  will  overlook  any  delay  in 
receiving  a  reply  from  her.  Only  those  letters 
and  telegrams  seeking  information,  "  How  can 
I  help  our  Bill?  "  have  received  considered 
attention.  Everyone  connected  with  the  edi- 
torial department  of  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  has  lived  in  a  whirl,  since  the  splendid 
stroke  of  good  fortune  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  nth  inst.,  when  Captain 
Barnett  drew  that  lucky  number  and  gave  the 
State  Registrationists  the  chance  they  have 
been  waiting  for,  for  fourteen  years.  Only 
those  of  us  who  have  for  thirty  years  been 
working  and  paying  unceasingly  for  the 
Organization  of  Trained  Nursing  by  the  State 
— working  doggedly  against  the  almost  over- 
whelming influence  of  ignorance,  apathy,  privi- 
lege and  prejudice,  can  realise  the  joy  of  "  get- 
ting a  chance,"  and  after  all  the  strain  and 
stress,  still  ix>ssessing  the  spirit  to  go  in  and 
win.  ■  For  after  the  publicity  given  to  our  cause 
during  the  past  week,  whatever  happens,  we 
shall,  in  the  near  future,  win  the  legal  status 
which  is  our  due. 

Whenever  "  we  get  a  chance  "  we  always 
win.  In  1905,  it  was  the  unanimous  Report 
in  favour  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses  of  the 
Special  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  1908  it  was  the  defeat  of  the  Nurses'  Direc- 
tory Bill,  and  the  passing  of  our  Registration 
Bill  by  the  House  of  Lords,  without  a  division 
at  any  stage.  In  19 14,  we  had  a  majority  of 
228  for  our  Bill  in  a  contested  first  reading  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  reason  our 
Bill  did  not  then  become  law,  was  because  we 
did  not  "  get  a  chance."    The  Asquith  adminis- 


tration prevented  that,  and  it  would  be  interest- 
mg  to  know  how  many  trained  nurse  voters 
remembered  to  give  tit  for  tat  at  the  recent 
Election  ! 

By  the  time  this  issue  of  our  Journal  reaches 
the  country,  the  fateful  day— March  28th— will 
have  arrived,  a  debate  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Nurses'  Bill  will  have  taken  place,  and 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  will 
have  decided  whether  to  divide  or  not,  when 
the  Bill  may  or  may  not  be  accorded  a  second 
reading,  or  whether  to  agree  to  a  second  read- 
ing without  a  division.  Anyway,  it  will  be  a 
momentous  occasion  in  the  history  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  fraught  with  far-reaching 
results. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  passing  of  a  Registra- 
tion Bill  will  do  much  to  allay  nursing  unrest, 
and  organization  throughout  the  nursing  world 
will  follow;  on  the  other  hand,  the  long-pent- 
up,  and  deep  sense  of  injury,  may  find  vent  in 
a  protest  foreign  to  our  ethical  standards — the 
writing  has  for  a  long  time  been  visible  on  the 
wall  ! 

For  ourselves,  we  counsel  as  ever — untiring 
vigilance,  and  untiring  devotion  to  the  great 
reform  movement  we  have  guided  thus  far. 
Let  nothing  deter  or  dishearten  us ;  just  tramp 
steadily  on,  up  hill,  down  dale,  whether  on  this 
occasion  we  win — or  lose.  There  is  always  a 
guiding  star  ahead,  scintillating  with  the  light 
of  evolution.  That  star  leads  us  just  so  far 
as  we  are  worthy  to  go — and  no  farther. 

No  man  is  happier  than  he  who  loves  and 
fulhls  that  particular  work  for  the  world  which 
falls  to  his  share.  How  often  does  all  exertion 
seem  in  vain  !  Our  duty  nevertheless  is  to  go 
on,  never  debating  within  ourselves,  nor 
wavering  in  doubt,  whether  our  work  may 
succeed,  but  labour  as  if  of  necessity  it  must 
succeed.     This  is  in  itself  success. 


198 


XLbc  Britieb  Journal  of  flureiua. 


March  29,  191 9 


A  LONG  PULL  AND  A  STRONG  PULL. 

The  Editor  begs  to  thank  all  those  who  have, 
during  the  past  week,  sent  congratulations  on 
the  success  of  "  Our  "  Bill  in  the  ballot.  She 
hoipes  they  will  also  convey  to  Captain  R.  W. 
Barnett,  M.P.,  at  the  House  "of  Commons, 
their  appreciation  of  his  kindness  in  giving  pre- 
ference to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  and 
for  introducing  it  so  early  in  the  Session.  The 
following  members  have  also  earned  our  grati- 
tude by  backing  the  Bill  : — 

Major  Sir  Samuel  Scott,  Mr.  Adamsod, 
Brigadier-General  Page  Croft,  Sir  George 
Younger,  Sir  Robert  Woods,  Mr.  MacCallum 
Scott,  Mr.  James  Gardiner,  Major  Kerr- 
Smiley,  Captain  Shaw,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Sir 
Watson  Rutherford. 

This  is  splendid  support,  and  represents 
every  Party  in  the  House.  This  is  as  it  should 
l)€,  as  Nursing  is  a  National  and  not  a  Party 
question. 

We  thank  them  one  and  all,  and  feel  sure 
they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  push  forward 
to  a  happy  conclusion  legislation  on  this 
urgently  needed  reform. 


THE   NATIONAL   COUNCIL   OF   WOMEN 
SUPPORT  STATE  REGISTRATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  and 
Legislation  Committee  of  the  National  Council 
of  Women,  held  on  Tuesday  last,  a  Resolution 
was  unanimously  passed  in  support  of  State 
Registration  of  Nurses,  and  asking  Members 
of  Parliament  to  support  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  on.  March  28th. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  who  was  present  during 
part  of  the  meeting  to  explain  certain  Clauses 
in  the  College  Bill,  stated  that  the  College  did 
not  intend  to  oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  before  Parliament,  and  that  amendment 
should  be  made  in  Committee.  This  statement 
was  received  with  applause. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has,  however, 
issued  a  long  and  very  misleading  Statement 
against  the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  which 
has  been  widely  circulated  amongst  Members 
of  Parliament."  Let  us  hope  they  will  read 
between  the  lines. 

OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

QIVE  THE  NURSING  TREATMENT  OF  A   CHILD    AQED 
51X  YEARS  WITH  DIPHTHERIA.     MENTION    THE  COM- 
PLICATIONS   WHICH    MAY   ARISE. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Ellen  Muddiman,  General  Hos- 
pital, North  Ormesby,  Middlesbrough. 


PRIZE     PAPER. 

Diphtheria  is  an  acute,  specific,  infectious 
disease,  with  formation  of  a  false  membrane 
upon  the  throat,  which  may  extend  to  the 
larynx  and  other  mucous  surfaces. 

It  is  caused  by  the  Klebs  Loeffler  bacillus. 
The  patient  must  be  isolated,  given  separate 
utensils,  which  must  be  disinfected  after  use. 
The  room  must  be  well  ventilated,  windows 
always  open,  and  a  temperature  of  65°  main- 
tained. 

Antitoxin  will  probably  be  given  before 
toxaemia  becomes  profound. 

Symptoms  can  only  be  treated  as  they  arise. 
Temperature,  pulse,  and  respirations  must  be 
recorded  four-hourly. 

Always  bear  in  mind  the  treacherous  nature 
of  the  disease.  Heart  failure  may  occur  at  any 
time.  Stimulants  must  always  be  at  hand. 
There  should  be  a  stimulating  line  of  treatment 
throughout.     Rest  and  sleep  are  most  essential. 

The  patient  must  be  kept  in  a  recumbent 
position  for  three  weeks  or  longer  if  necessary, 
afterwards  being  gradually  raised  with  pillows 
to  a  sitting  posture.  All  pressure  points  must 
be  frequently  rubbed  with  methylated  spirit, 
and  dusted  with  starch  powder. 

A  daily  blanket  bath  must  be  given,  and  the 
mouth  kept  scrupulously  clean,  any  discharge 
from  nose  or  throat  wiped  away  with  rag  and 
immediately  burnt. 

The  patient  must  not  be  subjected  to  the  least 
exertion  until  convalescence  is  established. 
Bowels  must  be  regulated  by  enemata ; 
glycerine,  2  to  3  drachms,  for  preference. 

Aperients  may  not  be  given  for  fear  of  vomit- 
ing, which  would  disturb  the  heart. 

Any  tendency  to  vomiting  may  be  of  cardiac 
origin.  Rectal  feeds  should  be  given,  and  ice 
to  suck.  Persistent  vomiting  is  a  grave 
symptom. 

The  rectum  having  no  power  of  digestion, 
all  rectal  feeds  must  be  pre-digested ;  4  oz. 
every  three  hours  is  as  much  as  a  child  will 
retain.  If  there  is  a  difficulty  in  retaining  feeds, 
time  must  be  allowed  after  the  usual  wash-out 
for  the  bowel  to  settle  down.  Tincture  of 
opium,  5  minims,  normal  saline,  i^  oz.,  given 
per  rectum,  will  sometimes  check  the  peristal- 
sis, and  the  feed  will  be  retained. 

Should  local  treatment  of  throat  be  desired, 
a  cotton  wool  swab  impregnated  with  Loeffler's 
solution  or  some  other  antiseptic  may  be  firmly 
pressed  upon  the  false  membrane.  Often  it  is 
left  to  the  curative  results  of  antitoxin. 

If  there  be  a  tendency  to  haemorrhage  from 
mucous  surfaces,  these  may  be  sprayed  with 
adrenalin. 
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Diet  must  be  light,  but  liberal  from  the  first. 
Milk,  yolks  of  eggs,  strong  beef  tea,  chicken 
broth,  may  be  given.  A  little  and  often  must 
he  given,  two  to  three  ounces,  as  a  large  quan- 
tity may  cause  vomiting.  When  the  throat  is 
clean,  semi-solid  food  may  be  given,  gradually 
increasing  until  ordinary  diet  is  taken. 

After  the  fourth  week,  the  patient  may  be 
allowed  up  in  blankets  for  three  days,  and  then 
to  be  dressed. 

Isolation  is  necessary  until  mucous  surfaces 
are  free  from  bacilli,  and  a  swab  is  reported 
clear  after  bacteriological  examination. 

Hsemorrhagic  diphtheria  is  a  serious  condi- 
tion, due  to  toxaemia.  There  is  usually  epis- 
taxis,  petechias  on  skin,  and  subcutaneous 
haemorrhage. 

Complications. 

The  larynx  may  be  involved  by  the  mem- 
brane, breathing  become  embarrassed,  and  a 
sucking  in  of  the  lower  part  of  chest  be 
observed  on  each  inspiration.  A  steam  kettle 
to  which  has  been  added  a  little  creosote  or 
tincture  of  benzoin  is  beneficial.  Tracheotomy 
or  intubation  may  become  necessary. 

Paralyses  due  to  diphtheria  are  : — 

Of  Palate. — Symptoms — Nasal  voice,  re- 
gurgitation of  fluids  through  nose.  Treatment 
— Nasal  feeding. 

Of  Pharynx. — Symptoms — Coughing  on 
drinking.     Nasal  feeding  necessary. 

Of  Diaphragm. — Raise  bed  from  foot. 

Of  Pneumo-gastric  Nerve. — Causing  per- 
sistent vomiting.     Treatment — Rectal  feeding. 

Of  Ocular  Muscle. — Causing  squint. 

Ciliary  Paralysis. — Causes  pupil  to  become 
fixed ;  of  lower  extremities,  and  general. 

Other  complications  are  : — Broncho-pneu- 
monia, Otorrhoea,  Rhinorrhoea,  Cellulitis, 
Albuminuria,  formation  of  membrane  on  ex- 
ternal abrasions,  enlarged  cervical  glands, 
suppression  of  urine.  Thrombosis. 

Complications  due  to  antitoxin. — Urticarial 
or  Roseola  rash,  oedema,  arthritis. 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  E.  O.  Walford,  Miss 
Florence  Mord,  Miss  Hilda  Smith,  Miss 
Theodosia  Meade,  Miss  F.  Coxon,  Miss  Mary 
May,  Miss  Kate  Boyes,  and  Mrs.  Farthing. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

Describe  how  to  organize,  and  the  daily 
routine  of,  a  special  sanatorium  for  nurses 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


FEEDING    OF   INFANTS. 


By  Miss  J.  B.  N.  Paterson. 

After  twelve  years'  seeking  I  think  I  have  at  last 
sighted  the  goal.  I  am  so  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  trained  nurses  thoroughly  tackling 
this  subject  (the  Feeding  of  Infants)  that  I  wish 
to  give  them  a  few  facts.  If  we  trained  nurses 
intend  to  keep  in  the  forefront  of  our  profession 
we  must  know  all  there  is  to  know  about  children, 
especially,  if  we  intend  to  compete  with  the  semi- 
trained  nurse  now  entering  Public  Health  Work. 
The  country  is  waking  up  to  the  importance  of 
the  much- neglected  subject  of  "  mother  and 
child,"  but  the  salaries  ofiered  to  Public  Health 
nurses  are  scandalous,  even  if  they  be  semi- 
trained.  It  is  our  duty  to  force  the  public 
authorities  to  recognise  the  necessity  of  employing 
fully- trained  nurses  with  C.M.B.  certificates  and 
to  give  educated  women  who  are  interested  in  this 
branch  of  their  profession  a  suitable  salary- — ;^200 
per  annum  with  uniform — for  this  most  vital 
national  work.  No  nurse  should  be  engaged  in 
Public  Health  work  who  is  only  seeking  freedom 
from  institutional  restrictions,  or  cannot  prove  her 
interest  in  and  knowledge  of  infants,  children  and 
mothers. 

I  have  spent  three  months  at  the  Babies  of  the 
Empire  Training  Centre,  of  which  Dr.  Truby 
King  is  in  charge.  I  went,  as  I  have  gone  to 
other  children's  hospitals  and  clinics,  in  the  hope 
that  I  might  strike  a  rational,  simple  and  efficient 
method  of  feeding  the  human  animal,  and  I  am 
more  than  satisfied — so  satisfied  and  convinced 
that  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  let  other  nurses  know  of  this 
fount  of  knowledge  lying  at  our  doors.  It  is  sur- 
prising ho-*v  few  trained  nurses  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  gain  experience  in  children's 
work.  Is  it  possible  they  are  satisfied  with  infant 
feeding  as  we  have  been  and  are  taught  in  our 
hospitals  ?  A  sign  of  the  times  is  that  several 
nurses  holding  only  C.M.B.  certificates  and  engaged 
in  district  or  public  health  work  are  working  at 
the  Centre.  Nurses,  wake  up  !  The  Health  of 
the  Nation  is  in  our  hands,  but  we  must  have 
certain  knowledge  to  tackle  so  vast  a  subject. 
More  babies  die  from  wrong  feeding  than  any  other 
cause,  yet  here  is  Dr.  King  offering  the  simplest 
and,  I  can  vouch  for,  the  most  efficient  mode  of 
feeding  infants,  but  trained  nurses  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  ofler.  To  me  it  is  terrible  that 
as  a  profession  we  apparently  do  not  realise  the 
awful  necessity  for  reform  in  the  feeding  of  chil- 
dren. This  does  not  apply  to  the  children  of  one 
class  of  society  only  ;  the  poor  are  always  with  us 
and  often  have  neither  time,  money,  inclination  nor 
strength  to  bring  up  their  children  as  they  ought ; 
there  is,  however,  a  large  middle  class  (upper  and 
lower)  which  is  as  ignorant.  To  this  class,  also, 
nurses  must  carry  the  knowledge  ;  let  it  percolate 
upwards  and  downwards  to  the  other  strata  of 
society  ;  here  is  the  opportunity  for  the  trained 
private  nurse.  The  medical  profession  acknow- 
ledges that  this  part  of  their  own  training  has  been 
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sadly  neglected  and  in  consequence  nurses  have 
suffered  from  wrong  instruction.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  connection  with  infant  feeding,  though  the 
doctor  and  nurse  had  equal  knowledge,  the  nurse 
would  do  far  more  to  influence  the  public.  We 
nurses  have  a  closer  connection  with  our  patients 
than  ever  a  doctor  can  possibly  attain,  and  con- 
sequently can  influence  them  more  deeply.  If 
only  the  nurses  would  realise  this  and  the  moral 
responsibility  they  accept,  they  would  consider 
well  what  advice  they  give  to  the  mothers  of  the 
nation.  The  new  C.M.B.  rule  that  the  midwife 
must  notify  the  L.S.A.  before  resorting  to  bottle 
feeding  is  a  hopeful  sign  ;  how  carelessly  nurses 
and  doctors  have  done  this  for  years,  because, 
after  three,  seven  or  twenty-one  days  they  dis- 
covered "  the  milk  did  not  come,"  or  "  the  child 
was  not  satisfied,"  or  "  the  milk  did  not  suit  it," 
or  again,  "  because  the  mother's  temperament 
upset  the  milk." 

If  a  law  were  passed  which  prohibited  people 
from  withholding  from  the  infant  its  natural  vital 
food,  the  infant  death  rate  might  soon  drop  to  that 
of  New  Zealand.  Doctors  and  nurses  have  been 
much  to  blame  for  the  lack  of  breast  feeding, 
especially  in  the  middle  classes.  They  have 
"  given  in  "  to  mothers  instead  of  initiating  them 
tactfully  in  their  maternal  duties,  and,  worse  still, 
have  in  many  cases  prescribed  artificial  feeding 
when  a  mother  was  prepared  to  fulfil  her  obliga- 
tions. To  me  this  seems  nothing  short  of  man- 
slaughter. I  had  strong  views  on  the  subject 
before  working  under  Dr.  King,  but  now  that  I 
have  seen  the  number  of  healthy-born  babies  which 
have  been  maimed  by  bad  feeding,  and  the  simple 
and  scientific  methods  adopted  to  cure  them,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  breast  feeding  with  three 
and  a  half  to  four  hour  intervals — the  amount  of 
necessary  food  calculated  on  the  caloric  system — 
is  the  only  sane  way  to  approach  the  work.  The 
system  is  so  simple,  yet  gives  one  such  confidence 
that  any  nurse  who  understands  it  will  never 
resort  to  the  old  way  of  groping  in  the  dark,  trying 
first  one  food  and  then  another.  We  nurses 
cannot  neglect  this  matter  ;  we  have  moral 
responsibilities  we  dare  not  neglect,  doubly  so, 
first  as  nurses,  secondly  as  citizens  of  the  Empire. 

To  summarise  a  few  of  the  methods  employed 
by  Dr.  King  which  have  greatly  impressed  me  : 

I.  The  children  are  gradually  accustomed  to 
sleep  in  rooms  without  fires  and  with  open  windows 
night  and  day.  They  are  warmly  clad,  the  cots 
and  blankets  are  arranged  in  a  manner  which 
protect  them  from  cold,  but  permit  of  plenty  of 
movement.  Hot-water  bottles  are  also  used  till 
the  thermotaxic  centres  are  educated.  Mothers 
who  have  never  previously  nursed  their  children, 
or  have  in  some  cases  stopped  suckling  for  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  have  breast  feeding  estab- 
lished. Personally  I  rejoiced  in  one  stubborn  case 
where  the  mother's  attitude  of  mind  was  sceptical 
till  one  morning  I  registered  J  oz.  at  test  weighing, 
when  she  became  interested,  and  eventually 
realised  she  could  feed  her  third  child  naturally  ! 


Dr.  King  maintains  t&at  go  per  cent,  of  women 
can  feed  their  children  at  least  partially,  80  per 
cent,  completely ;  and  now  that  the  intervals 
between  feeding  are  lengthened  and  night 
feeding  abolished,  the  mother  has  a  chance 
of  sleep  and  recreation  while  the  child  has  time 
to  digest  and  assimilate  its  food.  When  feeding 
children  one  must  realise  their  simple  caloric 
requirements,  and  the  correct  percentages  if 
supplementary  food  has  to  be  resorted  to. 

Farmers  feed  their  animals  in  a  more  scientific 
manner  than  we  feed  the  human  young. 

The  lower  animals — as  we  call  them — show  more 
maternal  consideration  for  their  offspring  than  do 
the  majority  of  civilised  mothers. 

If  we  resort  to  artificial  feeding,  either  to  supple- 
ment breast-milk — or  when  the  child  is  bereft  of 
its  mother — we  must  understand  the  nature  of  the 
food  we  employ,  and  the  quantity  and  quality 
necessary  to  humanise  it,  i.e.,  bring  it  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  human  milk.  We  trained  nurses 
have  all  been  taught  to  dilute  cows'  milk  and  add 
cream  and  sugar ;  but  how  many  of  us  know  how 
much  sugar  actually  to  add  to  get  a  7  per  cent, 
carbohydrate,  and  the  amount,  or  the  "  fat  "  to 
use  to  get  a  clean  substitute  for  the  fat  of  human 
milk  to  attain  the  required  percentage  ;  or,  having 
got  it,  realise  the  difierence  in  the  fat  globules, 
or  the  importance  of  employing  animal  rather 
than  vegetable  fat  ? 

What  could  be  simpler  than  this  ? : — 

A  normal  child  under  two  months  requires 
50  calories  per  lb.  weight  each  24  hours ;  take 
the  baby  as  weighing  8  lbs.  (at  four  weeks) — 8  lbs. 
multiplied  by  50  equals  400  calories. 

400  divided  by  20 — (20  calories  per  oz.  of  milk) 
equals  20  oz.  {one  pint)  ;  20  oz.  divided  by  five 
feedings  in  24  hours  (of  4-hour  intervals)  equals 
4  oz.   per  feeding. 

To  adopt  breast  feeding  is  not  the  end  of  all 
trouble  ;  the  child  must  not  get  too  much  or  too 
little,  the  quantity  can  easily  be  ascertained  by 
borrowing  a  pair  of  shop  scales  for  the  week  end 
(if  not  otherwise  obtainable)  weigh  the  baby  before 
and  after  each  feed,  note  its  theoretical  require- 
ments, according  to  its  weight,  its  motions  and 
vomits  (if  any)  regulate  the  food  and  you  will 
quickly  g3t  the  baby  on  the  right  road  ;  eschew 
thumb  sucking  and  "  dummies  "  as  you  would 
the  plague. 


FRENCH    FUQ    NURSING    CORPS. 


WEDDINQ    BELLS. 

Sister  Gertrude  Denson  has  resigned,  owing  to 
demobilization  and  upon  her  approaching  marriage 
to  a  Frenchman.  Sister  Denson  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Corps  since  September,  19 15,  and  has  given 
devoted  service,  which  has  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  all  those  with  whom  she  has  been 
associated.  This  is  the  third  Anglo-French 
marriage  in  the  Corps,  and  we  wish  Sister  Denson 
a   very   happy  future. 
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The  King  conferred  decorations  as  follows  at 
Buckingham   Palace  on  March  20th  : — 

ROY«L    RED   CROSS    (FIRST   CLASS). 

Sister  Jessie  Spittal,  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service  ;  Sister  Marion  Ruddick,  Canadian  Army 
Nursing  Service  ;  and  Sister  Catherine  Scoble, 
Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

ROYAL    RED    CROSS    (SECOND   CLASS). 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Mar- 
garet McLean,  Sister  Gertrude  Smith,  and  Sister 
Jane  Walker. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Eliza- 
beth Cameron,  Sister  Annie  Mitchell,  and  Sister 
Katherine  Reid. 

Queen  Alexandra  received  the  Sisters  at  Marl- 
borough House  after  the  Investiture. 


His   Majesty  conferred  decorations  as  follows, 
on   the  22nd  inst. : — 
THE    ROVAL    RED    CROSS   (FIRST  CLASS). 

Matron  Jean  Urquhart,  Canadian  Army  Nursing 
Service,    and    Matron    Evelyn    Wilson,    Canadian 
Army  Nursing  Service. 
THE    ROYAL    RED   CROSS   (SECOND   CLASS)' 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve. — Staff  Nurse  Annie  Boyd. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Amy 
Bevan  and  Sister  Florence  Henderson. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Sadie 
Maclsaac,  Sister  Margaret  Macdonald,  and  Sister 
Alexandra  Nelson. 

Brave  Women  Rewarded — 

The  Military  Medal. 

First  Aid  Nursing  Yeomanry. — Driver  Evelyn 
Cridlan,  Driver  Mary  Marshall,  and  Driver 
Christina  Urquhart. 

M.A.B.   ROLL   OF   HONOUR. 


A  very  impressive  memorial  service  for  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
who  have  died  in  the  war,  was  held  at  St.  Bride's 
Church,  Fleet  Street,  on  Friday,  21st  inst. 

Of  the  Board's  Employees  who  joined  the  forces 
as  fighting  men,  doctors,  matrons,  and  nurses, 
there  were  1,493  men  and  156  women,  a  total  of 
1,649.  Of  these,  153  were  killed  or  died  of 
wounds  and  234  were  wounded.  The  distinctions 
gained  were  : — D.S.O.  i  ;  M.C.  9  ;  D.S.M.  4  ; 
D.C.M.,  7  ;  M.M.,  24  ;  Royal  Red  Cross,  5  ;  Royal 
Humane  Society's  medal,  i  ;  Medaille  MiHtaire,  2  ; 
Legion  of  Honour,  i  ;  Croix  de  Guerre,  2  ;  Italian 
War  Medal,  i  ;  Russian  Order  of  St.  Ann,  i  ; 
mentioned  in  despatches,  11 — Total,  69.  Of 
these  a  Croix  de  Guerre  and  a  Military  Medal  were 
won  by  Nursing  Sisters. 

Many  members  of  the  Board,  Medical 
Superintendents,  Matrons  and  members  of  the 
nursing  staffs  were  present  at  the  funeral  ser- 
vice, wearing  the  M.A.B.  badge. 


QUEEN     ALEXANDRA'S     HOSPITAL     FOR 
OFFICERS,     HIQHQATE. 

To  celebrate  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Hospital  for 
Ofificers  an  entertainment  was  given  on  Thursday 
evening,  the  20th  inst. ,  to  the  patients  and  nursing 
staff.  The  Chairman  (the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Alfred 
Mond,  Bt.,  M.P.)  presided. 

Sir  Alfred  presented  the  Matron  and  each 
member  of  the  staff  with  a  wrist  watch,  and 
thanked  all  for  the  splendid  work  they  had  done. 
He  referred  to  the  excellent  record  of  the  Hos- 
pital, and  said  he  was  very  proud  to  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  its  chairman. 

The  appreciation  of  the  officers  was  voiced  by 
Major  Ian  Anderson,  the  senior  officer  in  the 
hospital,  who  expressed  the  great  debt  they  all 
owed  to  Sir  Alfred  Mond. 

From  a  summary  of  the  four  years'  work  at 
this  hospital  Mr.  Herbert  J.  Paterson,  the  Hon. 
Surgeon-in-charge,  proved  from  statistics  that 
the  benefit  to  the  severely  wounded  of  treatment 
in  the  pure  air  and  quiet  surroundings  of  Highgate 
can  scarcely  be  exaggerated.  The  experience  of 
four  years  demonstrates  that  by  treatment  under 
the  conditions  obtaining, the  duration  of  hospital 
treatment  is  diminished  by  about  thirty  days  in 
a  hundred  ;  indeed,  it  is  probably  not  an  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  in  some  cases  lives  have  been 
saved  which  would  have  been  lost  had  the  treat- 
ment been  carried  out  in  London  itself. 

Another  most  interesting  feature  of  the  work 
at  Highgate  is  the  influence  of  fresh  air  on  the 
condition  of  patients  after  the  administration  of 
an  anaesthetic.  At  Highgate  there  is  a  slighter 
rise  of  temperature,  and  greater  freedom  from 
bronchial  irritation  as  compared  with  the  effects 
of  similar  anaesthetics  administered  in  a  London 
hospital.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  regard 
to  nitrous  oxide  gas  and  oxygen,  which,  during 
the  past  three  years  has  been  employed  extensively 
by  one  of  the  Honorary  Anaesthetists  (Captain 
H.  E.  G.  Boyle). 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  patients'  comfort 
and  the  freedom  from  after  effects,  the  extended 
use  of  this  anaesthetic  marks  a  great  advance  in 
the  art  of  anaesthesia. 

Mr.  Paterson  concluded  with  an  expression  of 
appreciation  of  the  sterling  and  thorough  work 
which  has  been  done  by  the  nursing  staff  of  the 
Hospital  under  the  able  and  sympathetic  manage- 
ment of  the  Matron,  Miss  M.  C.  Sinzininex. 

We  know  several  officers  who  will  always 
retain  a  very  lively  sense  of  gratitude  for  the 
skilled  medical  and  nursing  care  they  received 
at  Queen  Alexandra's  Hospital. 

ROYAL     SANITARY     INSTITUTION. 

The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  is  to  hold  a 
Congress  and  Health  Exhibition  at  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  from  July  28th  to  August  2nd.  Ship 
Sanitation  will  be  a  feature  of  the  meeting. 
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NURSING  AFFER  THE  WAR. 


The  forty-eight  hours'  notice  at  regular  military 
hospitals  to  Reserve  Nurses  and  Sisters  is  causing 
no  end  of  indignation  amongst  these  workers — and 
as  the  nurses  are  compelled  to  give  a  month's 
notice,  if  they  have  not  signed  on  "  for  the 
duration,"  we  doubt  if  the  War  Office  has  any 
legal  right  to  summarily  dismiss  its  Nursing 
officers .  But — and  here  we  cannot  resist  once  more 
alluding  to  the  "  Serf  Clause."  That  abominable 
regulation  was  made  for  persons  who,  for  ;^20 
increase  of  salary,  were  willing  to  sell  their  souls 
— for  it  amounts  to  that,  when  a  human  being 
signs  a  legal  contract  to  renounce  the  right  of 
appeal  when  accused  of  "  misconduct,"  and  to 
be  summarily  dis- 
missed as  guilty 
of  any  fault  or 
crime  without  in- 
vestigation. We 
fear  many  of  the 
nurses  now  being 
summarily  dis- 

pensed with,  ac- 
cepted the  "  serf  " 
conditions,  and  we 
fear  they  will  have 
to  submit  to  them. 
But  those  Sisters 
and  Nurses  who 
retained  their  self- 
respect  and  refused 
to  accept  ;^20  for 
their  independence 
have,  we  believe, 
a  claim  for  a 
month's  emolu- 
ments. 


you  that  service  in  a  hospital  ship  does  not  count  as 
service  in  a  theatre  of  war  for  the  purpose  of  the 
award  of  the  decoration.  It  is  regretted,  therefore, 
that  vour  claim  cannot  be  entertained. 

C.   H.    Frith,   Lt.-Col., 
For  Director  of  Personal  Services. 

If  we  did  not  know  our  War  Office  we  should 
imagine  such  ungenerous  treatment  incomprehen- 
sible. We  hope  this  matter  will  be  taken  up  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  justice  will  be 
done  to  the  brave  nurses  who  faced  death  many 
times. 

Miss  Edith  Johncock,  who  as  matron  of  the 
British  Hospital  at  Nazareth,  Palestine,  was  made 
a  prisoner  by  the  Turks, on  the  entry  of  Turkey 
into  the  war,  has  bten  repatriated  to  her  home 
at  Dover. 


We  have  received 
the  following  com- 
munication from  a 
Military    Sister,    which    speaks     for    itself  : — 

NO      RECOGNITION      FOR      SERVICE      IN 
HOSPITAL     SHIPS     UNDER     FIRE. 

Dear  Madam, 

Can  you  very  kindly  help  me  with  your  valuable 
advice  in  the  following  matter  : — • 

I  applied  for  a  1914-  1915  Star,  in  respect  of  war 
services  in  a  hospital  ship  under  fire  at  Gallipoli. 

After  three  applications  I  got  a  reply  to  the  effect 
that  service  in  a  hospital  ship  does  not  count  as  service 
in  a  theatre  of  war  for  the  purposes  of  a  decoration. 
(.\n  exact  copy  of  letter  I  enclose.) 

Anything  more  unjust  can  scarcely  be  conceived. 
Many  of  us  were  health-wrecked  (I  am  permanently 
disabled  through  trench  nephritis),  one  sister  on  my 
ship  was  actually  struck  by  a  bullet. 

I  shall  be  so  grateful  for  your  advice. 

This  is  the  reply  from  the  War  Office  — 

Memorandum. 
With    reference    to    your    correspondence    on    the 
subject  of  the  "  19 14-  15  Star,"  I  am  directed  to  inform 


AMERICAN  SISTERS   LEAVING  FOR  THE  GENERAL'S  CONCERT. 


She  states  that  the  Turks  behaved  badly,  and 
stole  all  the  belongings  of  the  nurses.  She  and 
the  two  otlier  English  nurses  at  the  hospital  were 
put  in  charge  of  350  Syrian  girls,  who  were 
brought  to  Nazareth  to  act  as  nurses  to  the 
Turks. 

Thousands  of  wounded  and  tick  Turkish 
soldiers  were  under  treatment  in  Nazareth,  the 
number  being  particularly  heavy  after  the  Gaza 
battles. 

Miss  Johncock  complains  that  she  and  her 
comrades  were  kept  very  short  of  food,  and  were 
only  allowed  just  over  iis.  a  month.  They  were 
charged  £j  for  a  quarter  of  a  bag  of  corn,  but 
even  at  this  price  it  was  only  available  at  times. 

The  French  Generals  treated  British  and 
American  Sisters  with  great  courtesy  during  the 
War.  No  wonder  when  we  take  a  yeep  at  them 
as  seen  on  this  page. 


March  29,  191 9 


dbe  Britieb  3ournal  of  Tlursing. 


203 


MOVABLE   HOUSE.    MADE    OF  ^PAPIER    MaCHB. 


accommodation  for  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  effectives,  if  required. 

On  July  13th  last  a  request 
was  made  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment that  45,000  beds  should 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
General  Pershing.  In  military 
hospitals,  barracks,  hotels  and 
other  buildings  50,000  were  pre- 
pared and  arrangements  were 
made  for  250,000  to  be  ready 
by  January  ist,  1919. 

Owing  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
Armistice  it  was  not  necessary 
to  utilise  more  than  63,000  of 
these  beds.  It  is  considered, 
in  view  of  these  figures,  that 
the  difficult  problem  of  hospital- 
izing American  soldiers  in  France 
was  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
from  the  outset. 


General  Pershing  recently  inspected  the  evacua- 
tion hospitals  at  Coblence,  and  paid  a  very 
high  tribute  to  the  medical  service  of  the 
American  Armies,  and  particularly  to  the 
splendid  work  of  the  nurses.  He  praised,  above 
all,  the  womanly  care  and  afiection  the  nurses  had 
given  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  emphasised 
how  their  presence  alone  was  of  inestimable  value. 
In  thanking  every  one  of  them  for  their  support, 
he  said,  with  a  smile,  that  their  military  bearing 
as  they  stood  in  line  for  inspection  was  an  example 
the  men  might  well  follow.  Certainly,  says  the 
Daily  Mail  correspondent,  the  nurses  presented  a 
fine  appearance,  and  as  one  saw  them  standing 
there  one  realised  the  very  valuable  work  they 
had  performed  during  the  war  with  a  modesty  and 
a  quietness  both  womanly  and  impressive. 


A    MEMORIAL  AMERICAN    HOSPITAL 
IN    PARIS. 

Colonel  House  has  just  communicated  to  M. 
Andre  Tardieu,  High  Commissioner  for  Franco- 
American  War  Affairs,  the  details  of  the  plan  for 
a  Paris  hospital,  to  be  maintained  by  American 
donations  in  commemoration  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  who  died  in  France  during  the    war. 

The  plan  was  originally  submitted  to  Colonel 
House  by  Dr.  Kenneth  Taylor,  who  during  the 
past  four  years  has  specially  devoted  himself  to 
the  question  of  hospitalization  in  France  and  who 
is  now  director  of  the  American  hospital  in  the 
Rue  Puccini. 

As  to  the  scope  of  the  proposed  memorial  insti- 
tution, it  is  understood  that  its  primary  object  will 
be  to  give  French  and  Allied  indigent  invalids  the 
medical  care  which  their  condition  may  necessitate 

A  further  object  will  be  to  create  closer  relations 
between  the  French  and  American  medical  corps 
by  leading  American  medical  students  to  acquire 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  French  methods  and  by 
demonstrating  American  me- 
thods in  clinics  open  to  French 
students. 

Finally,  the  hospital  will  be 
a  centre  for  French  and  Ameri- 
can medical  information  and 
also  a  training  school  for 
French  and  American  nurses. 

When  the  American  troops 
began  to  arrive  in  France  in 
force,  measures  were  taken  to 
ensure  the  proper  hospitalization 
of  sick  and  wounded  men.  A 
number  of  buildings  were  pro- 
vided by  the  French  authorities, 
while  the  American  Army 
authorities  put  up  base  hos- 
pitals and  camp  hospitals 
at  suitable  points.  It  was  ar- 
ranged that  provision  should  be 
made    in    France    for    hospital  p.f.n.c.  sisters  speedinq  the  parting  quest. 


We  see  in  these  pictures  a  movable  house 
attached  to  a  mobile  hospital,  and  F.F.N.C. 
Sisters  speeding  a  parting  guest,  during  the  war. 


204 


CTbc  Britiab  3ournal  of  "Rureing. 


March  29,  1919 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1918  of  the 
Nurses'  Co-operation  shows  a  very  successful 
year's  work,  the  gross  assets  being  £s^g,g2/\ 
I2S.  8d.,  and  the  excess  of  income  over  expen- 
diture amounts  to  ;£4io  iis.  The  expenses 
connected  with  the  Nurses'  Home  and  Club 
amounted  to  ;i{j2,968  12s.  id.,  and  as  the 
receipts  were  ;;C2,565  iis.  sd.,  it  failed  to  pay 
its  way  by  ;C403  os.  8d.  The  fees  have  been 
raised  to  a  minimum  of  £2  3s.  per  week  for  all 
cases ;  where  massage  is  required  another 
guinea  is  added.  Monthly  cases  range  from 
;£i2  i2s.  to  £26  5s.  per  month,  and  for  mental, 
drug  and  alcohol  cases,  the  charge  is  £;}  13s.  6d. 

No  doubt,  with  the  great  increase  in  the  cost 
of  living,  clothes,  and  other  details,  the  rise 
in  charges  is  necessary.  But  when  we  take 
into  consideration  that  those  who  employ 
nurses  have  to  meet  increased  travelling,  food, 
and  service  costs,  it  remains  to  be  seen,  after 
the  demobilisation  of  Service  nurses,  whether 
employment  per  nurse  will  continue  at  its  pre- 
sent rate.  What  with  influenza  and  Army 
employment,  nurses  have  been  at  a  premium, 
and  we  must  await  events  before  we  can  judge 
what  effect  the  great  cost  of  living  will  have 
on  the  employment  of  private  nurses. 


Speaking  at  a  meeting  at  Holyhead,  cx>n- 
vened  by  the  local  doctors,  with  the  object  of 
forming  a  nursing  association  in  the  town,  Dr. 
T.  W.  Clay  said  that,  although  they  had  a 
population  of  over  11,000,  there  was  only  one 
nurse  whom  they  could  claim.  He  personally 
believed  in  nurses  more  than  in  doctors.  The 
rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  England  and 
Wales  was  a  disgrace  to  civilisation.  In  Holy- 
head, in  1917,  out  of  every  1,000  children  born, 
91  died,  or  one  in  every  ten,  through  neglect  in 
feeding. 


The  ceremony  of  unveiling  a  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  Miss  Edith  Cavell  at  Brussels, 
placed  on  the  wall  of  the  Depage  School  for 
Nurses,  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Giles,  took  place 
on  March  i8th.  Dr.  Depage,  so  well  known 
to  so  many  English  nurses  who  worked  at  his 
great  hospital  at  La  Panne,  presided,  and  many 
distinguished  Belgians  paid  their  homage  to 
our  heroine. 


Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  local  branch 
of  the  Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society 
at  Norwich,  the  Rev.  H.  S.  Gahan,  British 
Chaplain  at  Brussels,  spoke  of  the  circum- 
stances leading  up  to  the  death  of  Miss  Edith 


Cavell,  to  whom  he  administered  Communion 
on  the  night  before  her  death.  He  said  :  Very 
soon  after  the  war  began  many  prisoners  of 
war  escaped  into  Brussels  from  behind  the 
German  lines.  At  that  time  it  was  some- 
what easily  done,  for  the  German  adminis- 
tration had  not  then  drawn  its  cords  so  tightly 
round  the  city.  These  escaped  men  came  into 
Brussels  in  fair  number.  They  were  looked 
after  by  various  people  who  combined  to  do  so. 
Nurse  Cavell  was  one  who  opened  her  heart 
and  house  to  them,  so  numbers  of  these  men 
were  sent  to  her  nursing  home,  where  she 
lodged  ard  kept  them.  Then  by  the  aid  of 
contributions  she  sent  them  by  secret  means  to 
the  Dutch  frontier,  and  so  eventually  they  got 
back  to  the  fighting  line.  I  am  not  sure  how 
many  men  of  different  nationalities  she  helped, 
but  I  heard  that  she  assisted  200  men  back  to 
the  fighting  line.  I  am  not  sure  whether  that 
number  referred  to  British  soldiers  only.  I 
rather  think  it  represented  the  total  of  the 
people  of  all  the  Allied  nations  whom  she 
helped.  This  undertaking  became  rather 
onerous  as  time  went  on,  and  dreadfully  dan- 
gerous. By  the  German  military  code,  and  I 
believe  by  the  military  code  of  the  other 
nations,  anyone  who  helps  to  get  prisoners  of 
war  back  to  the  fighting  lire  incurs  the  penalty 
of  death  at  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Simply  to 
help  prisoners  back  to  their  own  countries  does 
not  involve  the  death  sentence,  but  to  ensure 
their  return  to  the  fighting  line  does.  And 
Nurse  Cavell  did  that.  She  aimed  at  it  and 
gloried  in  doing  it.  But  what  do  you  think? 
It  would  be  enough  to  make  you  laugh  if  it 
were  not  so  tragic.  Some  of  these  simple- 
hearted  Tommies  whom  she  helped  to  escape 
actually  wrote  postcards  to  her  afterwards, 
saying  that  they  had  got  safely  back  home. 
These  cards  came  through  the  Brussels  post, 
which  was  then  in  German  hands.  Poor 
fellows,  they  did  not  know.     But  it  was  enough. 


"  From  a  military  point  of  view,"  said  Mr 
Gahan,  "  I  am  afraid  we  must  admit  that  the 
sentence  was  a  just  one.  The  German  Military 
Governor  who  refused  the  appeal  to  the  Kaiser 
was,  however,  the  one  mainly  responsible  for 
her  death.  The  appeal  should  have  been 
allowed  to  go  to  the  Kaiser,  but  the  (rovernor 
refused  to  send  it.  I  was  told  on  good  authority 
that  the  Kaiser  was  exceedingly  wroth  when  he 
heard  it  was  withheld.  Had  the  appeal  gone  to 
the  Emperor,  the  sentence  might  have  been 
commuted." 

We  are  glad  this  heroic  Englishwoman  did 
not  owe  her  life  to  this  blood-stained  instigator 
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of  thousands  of  murders.     We  cannot  believe 
she  would  have  supported  such  an  appeal. 


From  information  received,  great  difficulty 
would  have  arisen  in  raising-  the  ;;{Jio,ooo 
Tribute  to  Irish  Nurses,  which  is  to  be  carefully 
administered  in  Ireland,  if  it  had  not  been 
largely  raised  by  functions  of  one  sort  or 
another.  There  appeared  to  be  no  rush  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  Fund  by  the  public  generally.  No 
doubt  the  objection  of  many  Irish  Nurses  to 
association  with  the  Nation's  Fund,  as  run  in 
England,  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
lack  of  enthusiasm  concerning  it. 

Various  schemes  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Fund  will  be  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  and  Executive  Committee,  but  it  is 
thought  that  the  giving  of  grants  in  cases  of 
sickness  or  need,  and  the  helping  of  nurses  with 
insurance  or  pension  payments  would  be,  per- 
haps, the  most  excellent  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  yearly  income  available  for  distribu- 
tion.   

The  Irish  Nurses'  Association  is  busy  con- 
sidering questions  of  economic  importance  to 
Irish  nurses,  but  we  gather  that  it  is  not  in 
favour  of  Trades  Unionism  for  Nurses, 
although,  no  doubt,  in  the  future  all 
classes  of  workers,  brain  and  manual,  profes- 
sional and  industrial,  will  co-operate  in  some 
degree  for  the  upkeep  of  the  dignity  of  labour. 


America  has  certainly  led  the  van  in  Public 
Health  Nursing, 

A  Chair  of  Nursing  and  Health  has  just  been 
established  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  and 
Miss  Dora  Barnes  has  been  appointed 
Professor. 

Mrs.  Tracy  McGregor,  a  director  of  the 
Visiting  Nurse  Association,  recently  gave  a 
dinner  to  seventy-five  public  health  nurses, 
to  show  her  personal  appreciation  of  the  fine 
spirit  shown  by  them  during  the  influenza 
epidemic.  Miss  Barnes,  who  was  present,  told 
of  the  new  course  at  Michigan,  and  Miss 
Ahrens  spoke  of  the  peace  developments  of  the 
American  Red  Cross. 


Dr.  Anna  Hamilton,  of  Bordeaux,  has  re- 
ceived a  very  warm  welcome  in  the  United 
States,  where  she  has  gone  on  a  quest  for  funds 
for  the  development  of  her  Nursing  School  in 
France.  Miss  L.  Dock  makes  the  proposal  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Nursing  that,  the 
organized  nurses  of  America  shall  undertake  to 
collect  special  contributions  for  the  Bordeaux 
School,  as  a  most  worthy  Memorial  of  Nurses 
who  gave  their  lives  in  the  service  during  the 
Great  War. 


(WITH      REFERENCE      TO      HOURS      OF 
WORK,  PAY,  AND   PHYSICAL  WELFARE.) 

The  Economic  Position  of  Nurses  is  at  last 
becoming  a  live  question,  and,  as  we  reported  in 
our  issue  of  March  8th,  the  National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  appointed 
a  Special  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  question, 
and  as  a  widely  influential  and  neutral  body  of 
women  of  great  experience  in  all  social  questions 
of  the  day  we  hope, when  received,  its  questionnaire 
will  receive  the  courtesy  and  attention  it  deserves. 

Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon,  the  President  of  the 
National  Council,  is  herself  deeply  interested  in 
this  matter  of  urgent  social  reform,  and  issued 
invitations  to  various  Nurses'  organisations 
affiliated  to  the  Council,  together  with  lay  and 
medical  members  to  help  her  in  the  enquiry  and 
in  drafting  the  report. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. — a  body  we  have 
always  considered  unsuitable  for  affiliation  to  the 
Council  of  Women,  owing  to  its  autocratic  con- 
stitution so  far  as  nurse  members  are  concerned, 
the  complete  Executive  control  being  in  the 
hands  of  men — at  first  accepted  representation  on 
the  Special  Committee  of  the  N.U.W.,  but  later 
assumed  the  usual  arrogant  tactics  where  the  self- 
governing  Nurses'  Organisations  are  concerned. 
Thus  it  is  improbable  that  it  will  take  part  in  this 
neutral  investigation,  and  will  duplicate  the 
inquiry  through  a  Committee  it  has  now  set  up. 
The  fact  is,  the  College  Council,  as  we  said  before, 
is  composed  entirely  of  the  employers  of  nurses 
and  their  Matrons,  and  cannot  enquire  into  con- 
ditions for  which  they  are  partly  responsible  in 
any  manner  which  would  inspire  confidence— you 
cannot  be  judge  and  jury  too.  We  believe  the 
College  Committee  is  enquiring  into  the  salaries 
of  Nurses  only.  The  reference  of  the  National 
Council  is  much  more  extended  in  its  scope,  and 
its  report  will  carry  weight. 

The  Nurses'  Organisations,  which  have  long 
formed  a  component  part  of  the  National  Council 
of  Women,  and  helped  to  build  up  its  powerful 
position  as  the  leading  organisation  of  women  in 
this  country  are  :  — 

The  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses.  Many 
Leagues  of  Nurses  thus  come  into  touch  with  it. 

The  Matrons'  Council. 

The  Society  for  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 

The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 

The  Scottish  Matrons'  Association. 

The  Irish  Nurses'  Association.  And  recently, 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the  Poor 
Law  Infirmary  Matrons'  Association  have  been 
admitted. 

NURSES  AND  SHORTER  HOURS. 

Leeds  Township  Infirmary  Scheme. 
The     Leeds      Board      of     Guardians    recently 
approved  of  a  new  scale  of  hours  of  duty  for  the 
nursing    staff    at    the   Township    Infirmary.     At 
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present  the  average  number  of  working  hours  per 
day  for  day  nurses  is  gj  hours,  but  by  a  modified 
system  of  cfiduty  time,  which  inchides  one  day 
off  per  week,  the  average  number  of  working 
hours  will  approximate  nearly  8,  or  55J  hours  per 
week.  In  the  case  of  sisters  their  average  working 
time  now  amounts  to  55  hours  per  week,  but 
instead  of  half  a  day  weekly  it  is  proposed  that  the 
sisters  shall  have  one  whole  day  off  per  week. 
This  would  reduce  their  working  hours  to  50  per 
week.  With  regard  to  night  nurses,  the  principal 
change  at  present  recommended  is  one  night  off 
per  week  instead  of  two  nights  off  per  month.  In 
her  report  on  the  matter,  the  Matron  states  that 
probably  the  night  nurses  sit  down  two  half-hours 
for  meals  during  the  night  and  until  mors  accom- 
modation is  obtained  such  as  the  messroom  as  part 
of  the  Infirmary,  she  fails  to  see  how  their  hours 
can  be  shortened.  Although  additional  nurses 
might  ease  the  work.  The  Matron  thinks  that 
consideration  may  be  given  to  the  question  of 
providing  and  serving  a  hot  meal  during  the  night 
and  an  hour's  rest  in  the  messroom  when  such 
accommodation  is  available.  At  least  12  more 
nurses  would  be  required  to  make  the  eight  hours 
workable. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES 
ENGAGED  IN  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK. 


Conference. 

On  Saturday,  April  5th,  Miss  Katherine  Bower, 
Inspector  of  Midwives  at  East  Ham,  will  read  a 
paper  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in 
the  Members'  Club  Room  at  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  10,  Orchard  Street,  W.,  at 
3.30  p.m.  It  is  hoped  that  nurses  interested  in 
th-s  particular  branch  of  Welfare  Work  will  take 
part  in  the  discussion  afterwards.  Only  trained 
nurses  may  attend  this  Conference,  and  Miss 
Alderman,  Honorary  Secretary,  will  be  pleased 
to  have  the  names  of  those  present  who  wish  to 
join  the  Association. 


NURSING     5ISTER    AS     AN 

ANyESIHETIST. 

At  a  recent  inquest  at  Doncaster  on  the  wife 
of  a  miner,  who  died  under  an  anaesthetic  while 
being  operated  upon  for  appendicitis,  it  was  stated 
that  owing  to  the  dearth  of  doctors  the  operation 
was  performed  by  a  woman  house  surgeon  at  the 
infirmary,  single-handed,  with  a  nursing  sister 
acting  as  anaesthetist.  Owing  to  the  bad  general 
condition  of  her  health  the  woman  failed  to  come 
out  of  the  anaesthetic.  The  jury  found  that  no 
blame  attached  to  the  house  surgeon  or  to  the 
staft",  but  added  a  rider  that  a  medical  practitioner 
should  be  called  in  to  administer  anaesthetics  when 
operations  were  necessary. 


MATRON. 

Axmlnster  Cottage  Hospital.— Miss  Marjory  Hatton 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
Bristol  Roval  Infirmary,  and  was  successivelv  Night, 
Ward,  and  Home  Sister  at  East  Sussex  Hospital, 
Hastings,  and  Matron  of  Lyme  Regis  Cottage  Hospital. 
She  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board. 

FIRST    ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Beckett  Street  Infirmary,  Leeds. — Miss  EUza  Janet 
Williams  has  been  appointed  First  Assistant  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  London, 
and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Dreadnought  Hospital, 
Greenwich,  and  has  been  Surgical,  Medical  and 
Operating  Theatre  Sister,  Hospital  Ship,  Queen 
Alexandra's  Royal  Naval  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

Great  Northern  Central  Hospital,  Holloway  Road. — 

Miss  Edith  Tanner  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Hospital. 

Crumpsall  Infirmary,  Manchester. — -Miss  Elizabeth 
Leach  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Infirmarv,  where  she  held  the  post  of 
X-ray  and  Assistant  Theatre  Sister. 

Brierley  Hall  Sanatorium,  Bradford. — Miss  E.  A. 
Robinson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  where 
she  was  promoted  to  be  Assistant  Matron,  and  has 
also  been  Matron  of  the  General  and  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  for  Serbians  in  Corsica. 

SISTEIR. 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  (Venereal  Disease 
Department).— Miss  Elizabeth  Hatfield  has  been 
appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Leicester,  where  she  has  been  holiday, 
ward,  and  night  sister.  Miss  Hatfield  aho  holds  the 
certificates  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Lying-in  Hospital, 
and  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 


PRESENTATION. 

A  presentation  was  recently  made  to  Miss 
Johnson,  who  is  retiring  after  twenty  years'  work 
as  district  nurse  at  Wolstanton,  Staffordshire. 
A  large  number  of  friends  assembled  in  St.  Andrews 
Hall,  Porthill,  to  witness  the  ceremony,  when  an 
illuminated  address  and  a  cheque  for  £51  4s.  was 
presented.  During  her  long  term  of  service  Miss 
Johnson  has  won  the  afiection  of  the  people  by 
her  kindliness  and  readiness  to  help  and  advise 
all  in  need,  and  it  was  only  natural  that  there 
should  be  a  desire  to  express  this  feeling  for  her 
in  tangible  form. 

THE    PASSING    BELL. 

The  sad  news  is  announced  that  Mrs.  Ogilvie 
Gordon,  President  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women,  was  suddenly  summoned  from  London 
to  the  death  bed  of  her  husband  on  Friday  in  last 
week.  Many  friends  will  deeply  sympathise  with 
her  in  her  great  sorrow. 
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IRISH   NURSFS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  public  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Examination 
Hall  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Ireland, 
on  Monday,  March  31st,  1919,  at  5  p.m.,  the 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  the 
chair.  Business  :  To  consider  the  present  position 
of  Irish  nurses. 

,  All  nurses  and  other  persons  interested  in  the 

management  of  hospitals  are  invited  to  attend. 

ST.     PATRICKS     NIGHT. 

Social   Meeting    of    the    Irish    Nurses' 

Association. 

The  members  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association 
held  their  annual  re-union  at  the  Club  Rooms, 
34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  on  St.  Patrick's  evening. 

The  election  for  officers  for  the  coming  year 
took  place  and  the  following  is  the  result  of  the 
ballot  :— 

President  :  Miss  Reeves,  R.R.C.,  Lady  Supt., 
Dr.  Steevens'  Hospital. 

Vice-President  :  Miss  Hezlett,  R.R.C.,  Lady 
Supt.,  the  Richmond  Hospital. 

Hon.  Secretary  :  Miss  Carson  Rae,  34,  St. 
Stephen's  Green. 

Executive  :  Mrs.  Manning,  Misses  Huxley, 
Thornton,  O'Flynn,  Kearns,  Roberts,  Bradburn, 
Brodrick,  A.,  MacDonnell  (R.R.C.),  Cunningham, 
Keating,  Sutton,  Blackmore,  Chisholm,  Ramsden, 
McArdle,  French,  Tomb,  Carre,  Dickie. 

After  tea  there  was  a  fancy  dress  dance,  and 
prizes  were  given  for  the  three  most  original 
costumes.  The  work  of  judging,  which  was 
done  by  a  member  from  each  hospital,  was  a 
difficult  one  for  the  judges,  the  attendance  being 
large  and  the  costumes  most  varied  and  pictur- 
esque.    However,  the  judges  decided  in  favour  of  : 

ist  prize  {£1),  Miss  Fox,  Sir  P.  Dunn's  Hospital, 
as  "  Paddy." 

2nd  prize  (los.).  Miss  Sproule,  Richmond 
Hospital,  as  "  Stop  Press." 

3rd  prize  (los.),  Miss  Perkins,  Richmond 
Hospital,  as  "  Orange  Seller." 

Miss  Reeves,  the  new  President,  presented  the 
prizes. 

At  the  conclusion,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  MiSs  Carson  Rae,  the  outgoing  Presi- 
dent, for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  she  had 
acted  during  her  term  of  office,  and  also  for  her 
kindness  in  organising  such  a  pleasant  and  enjo}-- 
able  evening. 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association 
held  on  March  6th,  it  was  decided  to  ask  the 
Boards  of  Governors  of  some  hospitals  to  consider 
the  following  scheme  : — (i)  No  entrance  fee  for 
Probationers  ;  (2)  Probationers  to  receive  ;^io 
foi  the  first  year,  /12  for  the  second,  and  ;^i4  for 
the  third  ;  (3)  a  56  hours'  week  ;  (4)  a  three  years' 
training.  (5)  a  certificate  to  be  given  to  the 
Nurse  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  ;  (6)  Staft' 
Nurses  to  be  paid  a  minimum  salary  of  ^^35  per 
annum  ;  (7)  Sisters  to  be  paid  a  minimum  salary 
of  £45  per  annum. 


HEALTH   IN   THE   HOUSE. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Bill,  being  discussed 
by  Standing  Committee  A  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Housing  Bill,  introduced 
last  week  by  Dr.  Addison,  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  are  both  measures 
of  extreme  interest  to  nurses,  as  the  provisions 
in  the  former  cannot  be  practically  applied 
without  their  whole-hearted  help,  and  when 
the  latter  Bill  has  provided  healthy  dwellings 
for  the  people  many  nurses  will  rejoice  at  im- 
proved conditions.  No  one  knows  more  about 
slum  property  in  towns,  or  insanitary  cottages 
in  the  country  than  the  district  nurse. 

MINISTRY    OF  HEALTH    BILL. 

The  Central  Midwives  Board. 
The  three  amendments  to  this  Bill  in  which 
nurses  took  a  lively  interest  were  (i)  The  wish 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  to  remain  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Privy  Council,  as  the 
General  Medical  Council  does,  and  not  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  As  we 
reported  last  week,  Major  Astor,  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  L.G.B.,  stated  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  touch  the  judicial  functions  of 
the  Board,  so  that  the  midwives,  when  questions 
of  discipline  were  raised,  would  still  have  the 
appeal  to  the  High  Courts,  and  with  this  assurance 
Major  Hill,  who  raised  the  question,  appeared 
to  be  content,  and  withdrew  his  amendment. 

THE  CARE  OF  CHILDREN  FROM  5  TO  16. 

The  Bill  provides  that  school  children  from 
the  age  of  5  to  16  shall  still  be  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  Committee  Sir 
Philip  Magnus  moved  that  "  the  medical  inspec- 
tion and  treatment  of  children  and  young  persons  " 
should  be  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
as  the  care  and  health  of  expectant  mothers 
and  children  who  have  not  attained  the  age  of 
five  years  were  to  be  transferred,  so  that  there 
would  be  continuity  of  medical  control  by  one 
department.  The  Committee  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  this  amendment,  and  upon  Major  Astor 
promising,  after  consultation  with  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  recommend  that 
the  transfer  should  be  carried  out  on  the  report 
stage,   the   amendment  was  withdrawn. 

A   WOMEN'S  CONSULTATIVE   COUNCIL. 

A  question  which  has  divided  women  actively 
engaged  in  social  reform  has  been  how  could 
women  be  adequately  represented  on  the  Con- 
sultative Councils  to  be  set  up  under  the  Act. 
The  National  Council  of  Women  taking  the  view 
that  as  women  were  eligible  for  all  the  Councils, 
a  Women's  General  Consultative  Council  entirely 
composed  of  women  was  a  retrograde  recom- 
mendation Whilst  Lady  Rhondda's  Watching 
Council,  whi'^h  represents  500,000  women,  urged 
that  unless  a  special  Women's  Council  was  set 
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up  it  would  be  impossible  to  focus  xhe  expert 
knowled.sje  of  professional  and  industrial  women, 
which  would  be  of  L'leat  value  to  the  Ministry  and 
the  ])eople.  In  Committee  Sir  S.  Hoare  pro- 
posed that  "  one  such  Council,  to  be  called  the 
Women's  Consultative  Council,  shall  consist 
entirely  of  women."  He-  said  they  were  anxious 
that  women  should  have  the  fullest  and  freest 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  on  the 
various  problems  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  He 
did  not  believe  that  on  a  mixed  council  women 
would  really  obtain  the  full  representation  that 
their  numbers  and  their  interests  entitled  them 
to. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  assured  the  Committee 
that  on  the  general  administrative  council  there 
would  be  ample  opportunity  of  giving  women 
adequate  representation. 

Dr.  Addison  said  there  must  be  certain  sub- 
committees which  would  be  composed  for  certain 
purposes  solely  of  women,  whether  the  amend- 
ment was  put  into  the  Bill  or  not.  It  was  also 
clear  that  in  respect  of  general  purposes  some 
of  the  councils  would  have  to  consist  mostly  of 
women ;  but  all  the  same  he  should  be  dis- 
appointed if  the  Committee  passed  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  not  desirable  to  tie  the  hands  of 
the  Minist...r. 

A  division  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
defeated  by  22  to  14 

As  a  member  of  Lady  Rhondda's  Watching 
Committee  we  support  the  lost  amendment, 
because  as  a  professional  woman  we  consider 
expert  nursing  and  midwifery  opinion  will  not 
be  sufficiently  represented  on  a  mixed  committee. 
Experience  teaches  us  that  the  "  gifted  amateur  " 
and  socially  influential  and  often  ignorant  woman 
is  quite  prepared  to  deal  with  our  affairs  without 
consulting  us  in  any  way.  Let  us  hope  the  value 
of  expert  opinion  in  relation  to  health,  other  than 
medical  opinion,  which  is  to  be  quite  rightly 
specially  provided  for,  will  be  carefully  considered 
when  the  Consultative  Councils  are  appointed. 


BOOK    OF   THE   WEEK. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

March  28ih. — House  of  Commons.  Second 
Reading  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill^  pro- 
moted by  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State 
RegistrationJ^of   Nurses. 

March".2gth. — Scottish  Nurses'  Club:  Annual 
Meeting,  205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.     3.0  p.m. 

March  31s/. — Irish  Nuises'  Association  Meeting, 
to  consider  the  present  position  of  Irish  Nurses. 
Chair  :  The  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Ireland.  Examination  Hall,  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin.     5  p.m. 

April  ^th. — The  Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
engaged  in  Public  Health  Work.  Conference 
on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
Members'  Club  Room,  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association,    10,   Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 


"MIDAS    AND    SON."* 

As  Sir  Aylmer  Lancing^ 's  car  wound  between 
the  high  banks  of  rhododendron  which  skirted 
the  two-mile  drive  to  Ripley  Court,  he  leaned 
critically  forward  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  pre- 
parations  for  his  son's   return   to    England," 

"I'm  not  going  in  yet,''  he  s.iid,  in  a  deep, 
measured,  voice  of  habitual  authority.  "  Brmg 
me  the  garden  chair  and  tell  Benson  that  1  want 
him  to  take  me  round  the  place  before  lunch." 

"  The  footman  touched  his  cap  and  withdrew, 
to  return  later  with  a  muscular,  professioinally 
cheerful  male  attendant  pulling  a  bath-chair. 
Towering  over  his  shoulder,  Sir  Aylmer  labori- 
ously climbed  down  from  his  car  and  lowered 
himself  heavily  into  the  chair,  whicti  groaned  and 
creaked  under  his  weight.  Unobserved  by  him, 
the  two  servants  exchanged  humorously  rueful 
glances;  their  master's  periodical  visits  to  the 
garden  were  conducted  in  the  soirit  of  a  captain's 
Sunday  inspection  of  his  ship." 

The  above  extract  will  serve  to  giv',"'  the  reader 
an  idea  what  manner  of  man  the  millionaire  was 
— a   fabulously  rich,   autocratic  invalid, 

The  first  evening  of  young  Deryk's  return  did 
not  augur  well  for  the  peaceful  relations  between 
them. 

He  wished  to  follow  up  his  University  career 
with  a  fellowship.  His  father  had  other  views 
for  him. 

"  You  are  only  twenty-three,  and  you  have  seen 
very  little  of  the  world." 

"  I  don't  want  to  see  the  beastly  world  " 

He  could  not  stand  a  crowd  of  footmen  fussing 
around  him,  he  explains,  to  account  for  his  dis- 
appearance after  dinner  to  do  his  own  unpacking. 

"  I  am  half  afraid  to  blow  my  own  nose  in 
this  house." 

Was  Dina  Penrose  coming  to  the  little  dance 
his  father  had  announced  to  take  place?  "  I've 
brought  her  rather  a  jolly  necklace." 

"  You  must  know  that  a  girl  of  her  age  can't 
accept  pearls  from  a  man  of  your  age."  Besides, 
during  Deryk's  absence  from  home  her  father  had 
died  and  .here  had  been  a  general  smash  up  and 
Sir  Aylmer  had  found  her  a  position  as  companion 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Deryk,  every  whit  as  obstinate  as  his  father, 
presented  the  pearl  necklace  to  Dina,  the  girl 
whom  he  had  parted,  with  two  years  ago  as  a 
slight,  undeveloped  girl  of  nineteen — "  the  un- 
sentimental companion  and  willing-  slave  of  his 
holidays."  He  found  her  grown  a  woman  with  a 
cloud  of  fair  hair  and  rather  frightened  eyes. 

The  pearls  were  given  in  his  boyish  way. 

"  You  can  thank  me  for  them  to-night." 

"  But  I  shan't  see  you  to-night." 

"Yes  you  will,  stupid;  it's  the  ball;  dinner 
eight-thirty." 

*  By  Stephen  McKenna.  (London  :  Methuen 
&  Co.) 
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"But,   Deryk,   I  haven't  been  invited." 

Deryk,  however,  made  it  clear  to  his  father  that 
if  Dina  were  not  at  the  ball,  Deryk  would  not 
himself  appear. 

Between  these  two  self-willed  personalities  an 
early  rupture  was  bound  to  take  place,  and  the 
crisis  came  when  Deryk 's  demand  to  be  made 
independent  of  his  father  was  met  with  refusal. 

"  1  never  had  a  penny  without  having  to  go 
and  ask  for  it,"  he  said  doggedly. 

"  But  was  it  ever  refused?"  his  father  asked, 
with  a  mild  display  of  reason. 

"  I  want  to  be  the  judge,"  said  Deryk,  referring 
to  the  way  in  which  he  could  spend  his  money. 
"  You  are  simply  treating  me  like  a  child." 

The  young  man  determines  to  be  independent 
of  his  father  at  all  costs,  and  leaves  the  roof  where 
its  luxury  suffocates  him,  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world — pledged  to  marry  Dina. 

A  great  deal  happens  in  this  intensely  interest- 
ing novel,  but  we  cannot  do  more  than  refer  to 
Dina's  marriage  under  stress  of  circumstances  to 
Sydney  Dawson ;  or  to  the  discreditable  episode 
in  Deryk's  life  with  Lucille.  His  father's  death, 
two  years  later,  left  him  in  possession  of  his  enor- 
mous wealth,  and  by  this  time  Dina  was  once 
more  free  for  him  to  claim  her. 

But  all  obstacles  being  removed,  Deryk's  rest- 
less, roving  spirit  rebelled  at  the  thought  of  being 
tied  and  bound  to  Dina's  loving  and  somewhat 
unstimulating  personality,  and  to  the  conventional 
life  of  an  idle  rich  man. 

He  contemplates  the  mansion  he  has  prepared 
to  receive  Dina  from  the  outside.  Now  that  the 
stimulus  of  furnishing  it  is  over,  he  dubs  it  "  a 
damned  mausoleum." 

But  far  worse  was  the  thought  of  his  approach- 
ing marriage.  "  When  their  life  ceased  to  be  a 
honeymoon  in  Paradise  and  became  a  habit  in 
England,  when  the  monotony  of  habit  was  appre- 
ciated in  its  full  horror,  then  he  could  not  end 
it  at  will.  He  was  fond  of  her,  he  hated  to  see 
her  mouth  droop  at  the  corners,  but  his  nerves 
were  restless  and  disordered — everything  she  did 
seemed  to  irritate  him. 

"  My  God,  I  can't,  I  simply  can't,"  he  cried, 
as  if  someone  were  pleading. 

The  last  two  chapters  are  a  remarkable  study 
of  a  disordered  mind,  when  Deryk  wrestles  with 
himself  on  the  roof  of  his  empty  "mausoleum," 
furnished  and  prepared  for  his  bride  and  waiting 
for  the  servants  to  come  in  that  very  night. 

The  decision  to  end  his  life  by  diving  from  the 
roof  of  his  *'  mausoleum  "  is  carried  out. 

"  Closing  his  eyes  he  took  a  single  step  forward. 
A  stifled  cry  broke  from  his  lips  when  he  tried, 
too  late,  to  recover  his  balance," 

A  fine  and  deeply  interesting  work.      H.  H. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  invilirig  communications  upon 
all  subjects  jor  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  jor  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

WE  PROPOSE  DEPUTATION  TO  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE  FOR  WAR. 

To  the  Editor  of  Thf.  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — You  perhaps  know  that  you  have 
been  called  the  "  Nurses'  Friend  "  for  a  long  time, 
and  yesterday,  when  I  heard  the  Sisters  talking 
about  writing  to  different  people  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  wise  thing  perhaps  to  write  to  you  and 
ask  you  why  nurses  are  allowed  to  be  "  thrown 
out  "  of  the  Army  at  48  hours'  notice,  with  just 
their  pay  up  to  that  date — no  warning,  simply 
told  in  the  morning  between  9  and  10  a.m.  that 
they  are  demobilised,  and  then  they  have  to  make 
arrangements  to  go  either  home  or  to  friends,  then 
look  for  fresh  work.  Some  have  neither  home  nor 
friends  to  go  to,  and  it  is  on  behalf  of  these  one 
feels  the  injustice  of  it  all. 

I  am  personally  quite  all  right,  but  there  are  so 
many  who  are  not  so  fortunate. 

If  you  could  in  any  wa}'^  bring  this  before  th'^ 
public  and  let  us  have  some  satisfaction  in  knowing 
the  reason  of  this  method  of  treating  us,  we  should 
all  be  extremely  grateful  to  you. 

Hoping  you  will  forgive  my  troubling  you. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Q.A.I.M.N.S  R. 


SONOS  FROM  THE  CHINESE  POETS. 

The   Lady   Moon   is   my   lover, 
My  friends  are  the  oceans  four, 

The  heavens  have  roofed  me  over, 
And  the  dawn  is  my  golden  door, 

L.  Cranmer-Byng. 


Madam, — As  a  staff  nurse  in  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
I  would  make  one  suggestion  which  appeals  to  me 
as  just  treatment. 

The  majority  of  Sisters  and  Staff  Nurses  in  the 
Reserve  Service  have  been  accorded  much  less 
leave  than  the  28  days  per  year  doe  to  cheni 

I  know  of  one  who  has  had  four  weeks'  official 
leave  since  September,  1916.  Would  it  not  be 
a  right  and  just  thing  for  the  War  Office  to  allow 
those  nurses — who  are  all  very  weary  and  in  need 
of  long  holidays — full  pay  and  allowances  for  the 
leave  of  which  they  have  been  deprived  ?  This 
amount  to  be  paid  direct  upon  demobilisation. 

The  gratuity  should  be  a  thing  quite  separate 
and  it  would  be  helpful  for  those  demobilised  to 
have  some  idea  how  soon  this  would  be  forwarded. 

Q.A.LM.N.S.R. 

[We  have  received  numbers  of  letters  on  this 
burning  question.  We  advise  representatives  of 
the  Sisters  and  Nurses  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  to  receive  a  Deputation  so  that  they 
may  lay  their  case  before  him. — Ed.] 

INGRATITUDE    OF   THE    WAR    OFFICE    TO 
NURSING    SISTERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  have  read  with  sympathetic 
indignation  the  letter  of  "  A  Sister  "  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Nursing  Service  Reserve  in 
respect  of  their  demobilisation  at  forty-eight 
hours'   notice.     I  am  not  surprised,  because  this 
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act  of  ungraciousness  and  injustice  is  quite  consis- 
tent with  the  usual  acts  of  the  Nursing  Depart- 
ment of  the  War  Ofhce  towards  the  members  of  the 
Service  ;  it  is  also  quite  in  logical  conformity 
with  the  spirit  of  the  notorious  "  Serf  Clause." 
But  are  the  Sisters  learning  nothing  from  the 
many  signs  of  the  times  ?  Divine  discontent  is 
a  virtue,  and  they  should  break  the  fetters  that 
bind  them,  and  by  combining  assert  their  self- 
respect  for  the  honour  of  the  profession  to  which 
they — during  this  war — have  added  lustre.  Let 
the  whole  question  be  considered  on  the  basis 
of  esprit  de  corps  rather  than  of  individual  com- 
plaint :  in  ths  spirit  of  ' '  and  whether  one  member 
suffer  all  the  members  suffer  with  it."  I  most 
heartily  second  your  suggestion  of  a  deputation  to 
the  Minister  of  State  for  War  ;  it  would  be  a  fine 
advance  movement.  Beatrice  Kent. 

A     NURSES'    SANATORIUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Having  heard  of  your  scheme 
for  providing  a  sanatorium  for  nurses,  I  am  writing 
to  say  that  I  am  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
developed  from  influenza,  being  run  down  after 
five  years'  hard  work  in  military  and  other  work. 
Am  now  obliged  to  come  to  a  public  sanatorium, 
and  have  been  thinking  how  nice  it  would  be  if 
nurses  had  a  sanatorium  they  could  call  their  own, 
so  naturally  think  your  idea  a  splendid  one. 
Nurses  realize  the  seriousness  of  this  disease  and  do 
not  want  to  hear  it  discussed  all  day,  as  happens 
now.  They  long  to  get  away  from  other  patients 
and  not  be  so  restricted  to  rules  which  perhaps 
might  be  arranged,  for  they  should  know  what  is 
good  for  them. 

Nurses  are  now  returning  from  different  parts 
of  the  world,  after  having  worked  hard  for  the 
sake  of  our  country  and  brave  men  who  have 
fought  for  us.  Many  of  them,  through  being  run 
down,  find  they  are  suffering  from  this  terrible 
disease,  and,  I  am  sure,  would  benefit  and  be  much 
more  happy  if  they  had  a  sanatorium  of  their 
own  to  go  to. 

Hoping  something  can  be  done. 
Faithfully   yours, 

One  of  the  Many. 


Dear  Madam, — Having  read  a  letter  on  the 
above  subject  in  the  B.J.N,  of  March  15th,  I 
have  been  wondering  if  nurses  really  need  a 
sanatorium  for  themselves.  Are  there  no  other 
working  women  who  would  also  like  ' '  peace  and 
quiet"  after  their  work  ? 

Personally,  I  think  intercourse  with  people  with 
different  interests  and  doing  difi"erent  work  is 
most  refreshing  ;  also  "  constant  noise  "  is  not 
to  be  found  in  a  well-conducted  sanatorium,  even 
if  it  is  a  public  one. 

I  have  spoken  to  many  nurses  on  this  subject, 
and  have  never  met  one  who  wished  to  go  to  a 
sanatorium  for  nurses  only. 

Yours  truly, 

Florence  Lloyd. 

Bramblewood  Sanatorium, 


[We  have  received  reports  from  several  nurses 
who  have  been  in  public  sanatoria.  One  and  all 
complain  of  the  constant  and  ceaseless  noise. 
One  a  frail  young  Sister,  just  home  from  four  years' 
war  work  of  ;he  most  arduous  kind,  was  set  to 
sweep  the  ward.  How  about  the  dust  P  Manual 
labour  out  of  doors  is  permissible,  but  dusty  house- 
work, which  so  many  women  patients  are  set  to 
is  not  only  unsuitable,  but  dangerous. — Ed  ] 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  SEEN  A  GHOST? 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  was  pleased  to  see  Miss 
Tatham's  letter  in  reference  to  the  ghost  theory. 
She  is  quite  right  in  assuming  that  I  relegate 
all  apparitions  to  magnetic  influences  on  the 
sub-conscious  mind.  And  this  is  because  I  do 
understand  a  ghost  to  mean  a  disembodied  human 
entity,  though  not  permanently  disembodied. 

However,  1  do  not  consider  the  ghost  has  any 
need  to  "  draw  round  itself  a  more  or  less 
materialised  body  "  ;  the  effect  of  its  presence 
resting  wholly  upon  the  mechanism  of  the  receiver 
or  the  physical  medium  of  the  brain. 

I  believe  that  ghosts  are  more  common  to 
mankind  than  the  majority  of  people  realise, 
but  they  are  oftener  felt  than  seen,  and  only  the 
extraordinary  cases  are  ever  noted.  The  more 
vivid  eft'ects  can  only  occur  when  the  sub-conscious 
mind  itself  becomes  temporarily  disembodied 
through  sleep  following  upon  deep  meditation, 
or  through  exhaustion  of  the  physical  processes 
due  to  the  strain  of  unusual  emotions. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  in  visits  from 
the  dead. 

Miss  Tatham  seems  to  think  that  it  is  "  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  our  first  thoughts  on  waking 
on  that  other  side  will  go  out  to  those  we  loved 
in  our  earthly  life."  That  is  what  many  people 
wish  to  believe,  and,  of  course,  what  no  one  can 
tell,  but  I  do  not  agree  that  the  supposition  is 
"  reasonable,"  because  it  is  assuming  that  we 
shall  still  have  thoughts  on  that  other  side,  and 
thoughts  are  merely  the  production  of  phy.'ical 
processes  in  the  brain.  We  know  the  body  of 
our  friend  lies  cold  and  unresponsive  ;  yet  we 
try  to  imagine  that  the  beloved  soul  is  some- 
where near  us  with  physical  attributes  ready  to 
yield  to  our  physical  desires.  That  may  be 
because  we  cannot  grasp  the  distinction  between 
the  spiritual  and  the  physical  even  in  our  own 
personality. 

Thoughts,  remembrances,  love  and  desires 
belong  to  the  body.  Attainment  may  be  attri- 
buted to  the  soul,  and  we  might  regard  the  soul 
as  an  element  borrowed  from  the  vastness  around 
us.  When  we  realise  that  we  all  borrow  from 
the  Supreme  Spirit  a  similar  element,  and  that 
the  difference  between  us  lies  in  the  quality  of 
the  instrument  (the  brain)  provided  for  the  soul's 
expression,  we  learn  to  give  more  freely  of  what 
we  possess  for  the  common  good,  and  receive 
with  more  appreciation  our  share  in  the  gifts  of 
others. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  kejmote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

P'll'cl"  •  '^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*  trSl  •  branch   is  under  the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

C^^_^_^  J  •  '^^^  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
06C0nQ  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

'T'Li*  Jj  .  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutic8J 
*  ili*  U  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analyticed  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

Frfclll^fK  •  ^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 
A  UUl  III  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  queJity  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots = Chemists 
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It  is  hard  to  give  up  hope  of  meeting  our 
beloved  in  another  Hfe,  but,  after  all,  that  we 
loved  wasTthe  Personality  which  sprang  from 
the  blending  of  a  soul  with  a  body  ;  the  attain- 
ment of  the  soul. 

I  prefer' to  regard  the  dead  as  living  memories. 
Instead  of  a  bitter  parting  for  ever,  I  retain  a 
constant  memory  of  a  finished  personality,  the 
attainment  of  a  lifetime,  which  is  ever  within 
call  and  still  has"power  to  influence  my  life. 

This,  I  consider,  much  more  precious  than  an 
uncertain  longing  for  intercourse  of  a  doubtful 
nature  beyond  the  grave. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Theresa  McGrath. 
Lloyd  Street  South, 

Manchester. 

THE  STATUS  OF  IRISH  NURSE5. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  have  read  with  great  interest 
the  letters  by  Miss  Carson-Rae  and  the  Hon. 
Albinia  Brodrick  on  the  above  question.  The 
truth  is,  the  Irish  nurses  have  been  in  constant 
turmoil  ever  since  the  College^^ .Company  sent 
delegates  from  London  to  dictate  to  us  concerning 
our  own  affairs,  of  which  they  knew  nothing,  and 
insisted  upon  dumping  down  a  branch  in  Dublin, 
controlled  by  ladies  not  engaged  in  nursing,  who 
in  times  past  had  been  trained  at  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  London.  This  proceeding  has  been, 
as  you  prophesied  at  the  time,  a  veritable  apple  of 
discord  in  Ireland  ;  these  ladies  have,  after 
swearing  "  anti  "  for  years,  now  become  ardentl)^ 
"  registrationist,"  but  only  on  their  own,  the 
employers'  terms.  They  have  tried  to  place 
their  Saxon  hoof  upon  us,  and  in  self-defence,  we 
Irish  of  the  Irish  see  nothing  but  to  protect  our- 
selves by  forming  a  trades-union,  which  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  do.  Without  other  ardent 
spirits  in  our  wake  we  shall  be  downed  entirely. 
We  have  worked  and  petitioned  for  legal  status 
for  years  and  politicians  have  just  winked  the 
other  eye.  We  have  got  to  make  ourselves  heard 
if  ever  we  are  to  rise  out  of  this  bottomless  pit  of 
overwork  and  poor  pay.  One  thing  we  are  begin- 
ning to  realise,  much  as  we  sympathise  with  our 
suffering  fellow- creatures,  it  is  not  our  business 
as  poor  working  women  to  pay  for  our  betters  to 
luxuriate  in  vicarious  charity,  for  which  they  see 
no  necessity  to  pay  either  in  cash  or  labour. 
If  Irish  hospital  governors  cannot  get  the  money 
to  carry  on  the  work  without  sweating  nurses,  and 
often  ruining  our  health,  then  let  them  make  the 
Government  pay.  Surely  now  we  shall  soon  have 
a  National  Health  Ministry,  and  it  will  be  their 
duty  to  provide  for  the  skilled  care  of  sick  people 
who  cannot  pay  for  themselves. 

I  was  glad  to  note  in  the  B.J.N.,  the  "  London 
Hospital  "  nurses  are,  at  last,  daring  to  whisper 
the  word  justice.  It  is  a  pity  they  have  not  the 
courage  to  go  straight  to  that  nice-looking  Matron 
you  showed  us  last  week,  and  say  : — "  See  here, 
you  just  make  it  quite  plain  to    those  potentates 


pow-wowing  in  the  Board-room  that  if  they  do 
not  get  a  move  on  after  forty  years  we  are  for 
walking  in."     The  roof  would  not  fall,  anyway. 

I  haven't  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance. 
Editor  dear,  but  I  feel  in  my  bones  you  are  a  real 
friend  and  that  you  understand  Celtic  psychology. 
"  A  Biddy  out  of  the  West." 

NURSES      OBJECT     TO    CHARITY. 
KERNELS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

From  a  Sister  on  Foreign  Service  :— -"  No,  I  have 
not  joined  the  College  of  Nursing.  Apart  from 
every  other  consideration,  its  methods  of  '  touting  ' 
(one  cannot  call  it  anything  else)  disgust  one. 

"  Surely  our  profession  should  be  above  such 
methods  as  that — it's  so  vulgar,  to  say  the  least 
of  it. 

"  I  cannot  say  one  approves  these  Victory  Balls 
either. 

"  Far  better  pay  the  Nursing  Profession  a  higher 
salary,  one  out  of  which  they  can  provide  for  their 
old  age. 

"  That  there  will  always  be  a  few  who,  from 
illness  or  other  reasons,  will  need  help  we  know, 
but  if  we,  as  a  whole,  were  better  paid,  we  could 
support  our  own  Benevolent  Fund  and  not  come 
on  public  charity.     It  is  degrading." 

Manchester  Nurse  :  "  '  You  can't  look  a  gift- 
horse  in  the  mouth.'  Therefore,  if  the  nurses  in 
this  country  are  content  to  be  pauperised  by  the 
Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  '  and  the  College  it 
intends  to  set  up  to  govern  them,  they  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  its  constitution  or  anything 
else.  Just  shut  eyes,  open  mouths,  and  swallow 
what  Lady  Cowdray  and  her  ladies  of  the  drama. 
Sir  Cooper  Perry  and  his  fellow  hospital  officials 
choose  to  pop  into  their  mouths.  The  whole 
proposal  to  buy  us  up  en  bloc  is  an  outrage." 
[Some  of  us  are  not  for  sale. — Ed.] 


NOTICE. 

We  regret  we  have  had  to  hold  over  a  most 
interesting  letter  from  Miss  Mena  Bieiby  in  reply 
to  Miss  McGrath,  and  many  other  communications. 
We  need  a  B.J.N,  double  the  size.— Ed. 


Time  is  so  valuable  that  the  Editor  begs  those 
sending  papers  to  mark  "  pars  "  which  require 
notice.     She  often  hunts  in  vain. 

OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

March  2gth. — Describe  how  to  organize,  and  the 
daily  routine  of,  a  special  Sanatorium  for  Nurses 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

April  ^th. — State  some  causes  of  Insomnia. 
How  would  you  relieve  it  ? 

Apru  12th. — How  would  you  improve  the  care 
and  observation  of  the  parturient  woman  ? 

April  igth. — What  new  inventions  have  you 
seen  in  use  during  the  War  ? 
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THE    ASSOCIATION    FOR     PROMOTING 
THE   TRAINING   AND    SUPPLY  OF 
MID^\IVES. 


The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion for  Promoting  the  Training  and  Supply  of 
Midwives  was  held,  by  kind  permission  of  Mrs. 
Mackinnon,  at  10,  Hyde  Park  Gardens,  W.,  on 
Thursday,  March  20th. 

The  chair  was  announced  to  be  taken  by  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Christian ;  but, 
although  present,  she  had  commissioned  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  to  occupy  it  in  her  place. 

Lord  Salisbury,  in  opening  the  meeting,  said 
that  unlike  much  of  the  voluntary  work  that  was 
undertaken  during  the  war,  this  was  a  permanent 
need,  and  it  was  one  that  must  appeal  to  the 
heart  and  conscience.  Nothing  was  more  vital 
than  that  the  losses  in  our  population  caused  by 
the  war  should  be  filled  with  healthy  children. 
Experience  and  science  had  secured  that  the  best 
possible  chance  could  be  given  to  the  mothers  and 
children  of  the  country  if  funds  were  available. 
In  connection  with  the  Midwives'  Amendment 
Bill,  lately  passed,  the  leaders  of  the  Association 
had  so  impressed  Parliament  by  their  representa- 
tions that  it  had  no  choice  but  to  accept  their  view. 
The  ladies  who  had  waited  on  Members  had  con- 
vinced them  that  they  understood  the  subject  in 
hand. 

Mrs.  Ebden,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
teport,  advocated  the  cordial  relation  of  the 
midwife  to  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres 
and  of  the  necessity  of  urging  the  mothers  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  latter.  The  saving  of  infant 
life,  she  said,  was  the  saving  of  the  nation.  There 
was  an  increasing  number  of  skilled  midwives,  but 
it  would  never  be  adequate  without  adequate  pay. 
A  midwife  could  not  earn  a  living  wage  without 
undertaking  more  cases  than  she  could  properly 
attend.  The  State  should  guarantee  a  fee  of 
twenty-five  shillings  a  case.  This  would  cost  the 
Exchequer  ;^i  ,000,000  a  year,  but  what  was 
that  sum  against  100,000  potential  citizens  ? 

Mr.  Leon,  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  said  that  out  of 
the  many  loans  to  assist  women  in  their  teaching  as 
midwives  they  had  had  very  few  bad  debts. 
Midwives  almost  invariably  repaid  their  loans.  At 
the  present,  thousands  of  women  were  being  dis- 
charged from  Government  occupations,  and  some 
had  already  applied  for  assistance  to  take  up  their 
midwifery  course.  The  training  of  a  midwife 
cost  about  £^0.  He  appealed  for  subscribers  to 
enable  these  grants  to  be  made. 

Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon  then  gave  an  eloquent 
address  on  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  proposed 
transfer  to  it  of  various  functions  of  various 
authorities. 


The  meeting  concluded  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Her  Royal  Highness  for  her  presence,  and  the 
guests  were  afterwards  entertained  to  a  very  ample 
tea.  H.  H. 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 


Monthly  Meeting. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  took  place  on  March  20th,  Sir  Francis 
Champneys  presiding. 

Report  tf  Standing  Committee. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Standing;  Com- 
mittee the  Board  decided  that  Mr.  H.  G.  Westley, 
M.A.,  LL.B.  Camb,,  Assistant  Town  Clerk  of 
Southwark,  be  appointed  Assistant  Secretary. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  convevinf^  the  approval  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Coimcil  of  the  proposed  scale  of  expenses 
to  be  paid  to  members  of  the  Board  in  1  expect 
of  their  attendance  at  meetings  of  the  Board, 
under  the  provision  of  Section  4  of  the  Midwives 
Art,  1918  VIZ  :  "  Tirstclass  rravcjlling  expenses 
and  subsistence  alloivance  at  the  rate  of  20s. 
a  night  (to  cover  24  hours'  absence),  and  6s.  8d. 
for  absence  from  home  diiring  the  day  exceeding 
five  horrs." 

The  Board  declined  to  accede  to  a  request 
from  the  Town  Clerk  of  SAvansea  that  Examination 
()uestions  for  Welsh-speaking  candidates  should 
he  set  in  the  Welsh  lanc;uago,  and  that  they  should 
be  permitted  to  give  their  answers  in  Welsh,  as 
it  considered  that  any  case  of  imperfect  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Welsh  language  was  adequately 
met  by  the  presence  of  a  Welsh  interpreter  at 
the  Oral  Examination  at  Bristol,  as  has  been 
the  practice  for  many  years. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Liverpool  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  at  a  Conference  between  representatives 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  sub-Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Liverpool,  the  Liverpool 
and  District  Trained  Midwives'  Association,  and 
the  Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital  relating  to  the 
training  and  education  of  midwives,  and  unani- 
mously approved  by  other  bodies,  including  the 
Liverpool  City  Council. 

The  resolution  urged  that  the  present  low 
standard  of  preliminary  training  and  education 
required  from  midwives  is  wholly  inadequate, 
and  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 

It  was  decided  to  inform  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Liverpool  that  the  resolution  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  the  next  revision  of  the 
Rules. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  with  reference  to  a  suggested  amendment 
of  the  Note  at  the  end  of  draft  Rule  E.  12.  A., 
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and  stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Council  propos*^ 
to  adopt  the  suggestion.     The  suggested  amend 
ment  was  approved,  the  second  part  of  the  Note' 
therefore,  will  run  as  follows  : — 

"  In  nearly  all  districts  Health  Visitors  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  pro- 
vided for  the  assistance  of  '  mother  and  child.'  " 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  (a)  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  Section  14  of  the  Midwives'  Act, 
1918,  does  not  enable  Local  Supervising  Autho- 
rities to  pay  for  medical  assistance  summoned  at 
the  request  of  an  uncertified  woman,  and  {b) 
asking  whether  the  Board  is  prepared  to  construe 
Section  8  of  the  Midwives'  Act,  191 8,  retro- 
spectively, so  as  to  enable  the  Board  to  prohibit, 
where  deemed  necessary,  a  woman  whose  name 
has  been  removed  from  the  Roll  prior  to  January  i , 
igig,  from  attending  women  in  childbirth. 

The  Board  decided  to  reply  {a)  that  it  has  no 
power  to  deal  with  uncertified  women,  and  {b)  (i) 
That  no  power  conferred  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
can  be  construed  retrospectively  unless  authority 
to  this  ef.'ect  is  conferred  by  the  Act  itself  ;  (2) 
That  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  extend 
to  certified  midwives  only  and  that  the  Board  has 
no  authority  to  impose  an  obligation  on  a  woman 
who  is  no  longer  certified. 

A  letter  was  received  from  a  certified  midwife 
complaining  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  living 
owing  to  the  action  of  a  District  Health  Visitor  in 
the  employment  of  a  Local  Authority,  who  is  also 
a  certified  midwife,  carrying  on  private  practice 
in  midwifery  at  a  rate  lower  than  the  standard 
rate  of  pay  for  midwifery  in  that  district. 

The  Board  decided  to  express  regret  that  it  had 
no  power  to  prevent  a  midwife  holding  a  salaried 
post  from  carrying  on  a  private  practice  in  mid- 
wifery under  the  conditions  stated. 

Applications. 

For  Certification  Under  Section  10  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  191 8. — Applications  from  two  midwives  were 
considered  and  one  accepted  and  the  other  refused. 

For  Voluntary  Removal  of  Name  from  the  Roll.- — 
Fourteen  applications  were  considered,  and  the 
Secretary  directed  to  remove  the  names  from  the 
Roll  of  Midwives  and  to  cancel  the  certificates 

Revision  of  Lists. 

The  List  of  Examiners  for  the  year  commencing 
April  ist,  1919,  as  revised,  was  approved,  also  the 
List  of  Institutions  at  which  midwives  may  be 
trained,  and  the  lists  of  Registered  Medical 
Practitioners,  and  of  Certified  Midwives  approved 
as  Teachers. 

The  adjourned  application  of  Midwife  Alice 
Smith  (No.  25187)  for  approval  as  a  teacher  was 
granted,  also  the  application  of  Midwife  Dorothy 
Mary  Dodd  (No.  43693). 

Reciprocity  with  Scottish  Board. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  the  names  of  the 
Midwife  Janet  Homsb}^  and  Midwife  Jftan  Irving 
McLauchilan  had  been  placed  on  the  Roll  by  reason 


of  having  passed  the  Examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland. 
The  meeting  then  terminated. 


Penal  Cases. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  the  hearing  of  charges  against  certified 
midwives,  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Board, 
I,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster, 
on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  March  20th,  with 
the  following  results  : — 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  Cancelled. — 
Midwife  Sarah  Arnold  (No.   20101)  and  Midwife 
Edith     Annie     Simmons     (No.     47796,     C.M.B*^ 
Examination) . 

Sentence  postponed. — In  the  case  of  Midwife 
Mary  Agnes  Siminster  (No.  20414)  the  Board 
decided  to  ask  for  a  report  of  the  midwife's 
conduct  and  practice  in  three  and  six  months' 
time,  before  passing  sentence. 

Serious  charges  against  Midwife  Arnold  were 
that  she  noplected  to  take  and  record  the  pulse 
and  temperature  of  the  patient  at  each  visit, 
and  falsely  entered  records  of  these  for  each  day's 
attendance,  when  in  fact  neither  had  been  taken. 
No  confidence  could  be  placed  in  a  midwife,  who 
is  entrusted  with  grave  responsibilities,  who  had 
proved  so  unconscientious. 

The  charge  against  Midwife  Simmons  was  that 
at  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  at  Godalming, 
she  was  convicted  of  stealing  two  nightdresses, 
two  sardine  tins  and  other  articles,  and  ordered 
to  pay  the  sum  of  ^3. 

Cases  adjourned  for  Judgment  on  report  of  Local 
Supervising  Authority. — The  Board  decided  that 
Midwife  Mary  Glarvy  (No.  30975)  would  be  struck 
off  the  Roll  unless  there  was  a  satisfactory  under- 
taking that  the  pulse  and  temperature  would  be 
taken  satisfactorily  by  someone  else.  In  con- 
nection with  the  report  received  on  another 
midwife,  the  Board  passed  a  resolution  declaring 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  sentence  is  postponed 
for  reports  from  the  Local  Supervising  Authority, 
the  substance  of  any  unfavourable  report  be 
communicated  to  the  accused,  and  that  she  be 
given  an  opportunity  of  replying  before  her  name 
is  removed  from  the  Roll. 

This  course  was  adopted  in  the  case  of  another 
midwife,  concerning  whom  an  unsatisfactory 
interim  report  had  been  received. 


CHILD     BUNDLES. 

Alderman  Bush,  chairman  of  the  Bath  Educa- 
tion Committee,  speaking  at  Bath,  illustrated  by 
a  remarkable  statement  the  menace  to  child  life 
caused  by  mothers  having  to  go  to  work. 

"  I  have  a  cousin,  a  headmistress  of  an  infants' 
school  in  one  of  the  poorest  districts  of  London," 
he  said,  "  who  told  me  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  mothers  to  sew  clothes  on  a  child  in  the  early 
autumn  and  keep  them  sewn  on  until  spring." 
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WHAT   HAVE   YOU    DONE   TO   HELP? 

What  every  Nurse  should  now  ask  herself  is, 
' '  What  have  I  done  to  help  to  win  professional 
status  for  trained  nurses?  "  If  she  can  truth- 
fully reassure  herself  that  (i)  she  belong-s  to 
an  organized  nurses'  society  to  promote  State 
Registration  on  self-governing  lines ;  (2)  that 
she  has  given  intelligent  support  to  this  prin- 
ciple; and  (3)  that  she  has  faithfully  paid  her 
annual  subscription,  then  she  has  done  her 
duty,  and  has  cause  for  satisfaction,  now  that 
the  great  victory  is  in  sight. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  she  has  to  own 
that  she  has  been  satisfied  to  stand  aside — 
whilst  others  worked  and  paid: — and  has  pur- 
sued a  narrow,  selfish,  and  personal  aim,  and 
has  done  nothing  for  the  elevation  of  her  pro- 
fession, then  let  us  hope  her  conscience  will 
prick  her  poignantly,  and  that  she  will  consider 
at  once  how  she  can,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
do  her  duty,  not  only  to  her  colleagues,  but 
to  the  community. 

A  Great  Future. 

We  wonder  how  many  nurses  realise  the 
wonderful  opportunity  which  will  soon  be 
theirs,  as  members  of  a  State  Organized  Pro 
fession,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
great  profession  of  medicine,  in  the  coming 
evolution  .  of  new  health  conditions  for  the 
people,  humble  and  devoted  servants  of  science, 
active  and  practical  servants  of  the  sick,  help- 
ing to  attain  higher  material,  and  in  conse- 
quence spiritual,  conditions  of  living  and 
happiness  for  the  whole  community?  A 
glorious  field  of  endeavour,  worthy  of  the  very 
best  brains  and  energy  with  which  women  are 
endowed. 

The  title,  "  Registered  Nurse,"  will  come 
to  signify  in  the  near  future  a  woman  occupied 
in  very  honourable,  highly  skilled,  and 
beneficent  work — a  title  of  which  she  has  every 
right  to  be  proud. 

The  Organization  of  Trained  Nursing  by  the 
State  is  a  splendid  dream  to  come  true.  Let 
us  go  on  dreaming  dreams  of  fine  and  beautiful 


possibilities ;  sooner  or  later  they  will 
materialise,  if  not  in  this  world — then  in 
Heaven ! 

Professional  Conscience. 

Very  few  nurses  will  wish  to  own  themselves 
in  this  solemn  hour  of  accomplishment  devoid 
of  professional  conscience ;  in  other  words — so 
far  as  the  community  is  concerned — of  health 
conscience,  but  those  who  are  still  a:s  indi- 
viduals standing  aside  watching  the  develop- 
ment of  events  in  the  nursing  world,  must  be 
so  estimated. 

In  the  past  the  position  of  nurses  has  been 
a  difficult  one,  as  they  instinctively  realised 
that  their  future  careers  depended  almost 
entirely  on  those  who  have  done  so  much  to 
crush  out  professional  conscience  and  liberty 
of  action  amongst  this  dependent  class.  Even 
to  this  day  the  Nursing  Staffs  in  the  majority 
of  large  hospitals  are  denied  free  discussion 
on  their  own  professional  affairs,  including 
State  Registration,  by  autocratic  hospital 
managers  and  matrons.  The  authorities  at 
Bart's,  Guy's,  St.  Thomas',  and  the  London 
and  many  others  are  serious  offenders  in  this 
connection.     It  seems  incredible,  but  it  is  true. 

Professional  Responsibility. 

Let  trained  nurses,  in  a  digpnified  mjtnner, 
claim  their  right  to  hear  the  truth,  and  having 
heard  it,  to  think  and  act  for  themselves  in  this 
important  matter. 

The  plain  duty,  moreover,  of  ever/  trained 
nurse  at  this  fine  time  of  harvest,  is  at  least 
to  labour  at  the  eleventh  hour.  Others  have 
won  for  her  an  exceeding  great  reward,  there- 
fore let  each  nurse  associate  herself  with  the 
organizers  of  victory,  directly  with  <he  Roval 
Chartered  Corporation  of  Trained  Narses,  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  by 
becoming  a  member,  or  by  joining  one  of  the 
groups  of  Nurses*  Organizations  in  England, 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  which,  through  loyal  co- 
operation, are  winning  "  A  place  in  the  sun  " 
for  their  profession  through  their  State  Regis- 
tration Bill, 

The  Government,  after  due  consideration, 
has  followed  the  precedent  of  the   House  of 
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Lords  Bill,  and  recognised  the  right  of  the 
Nurses'  Organizations,  which  promoted  and 
paid  for  the  progress  of  reform,  to  direct  repre- 
sentation on  the  General  Nursing  Council  which 
is  to  frame  the  rules  to  which  they  will  have  to 
conform. 

Now  is  the  psychological  moment  for  every 
trained  nurse  to  prove  her  sense  of  personal 
responsibility,  by  associating  herself  with  her 
■colleagues,  and  thus  qualifying  herself  for  the 
professional  responsibility,  which  Parliament 
T)roposes  to  entrust  to  her. 


THE  VICTORY  THANK  OFFERING. 

The  President  of  the  Society  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  ventures  to 
remind  the  ever-generous  members  that  the 
Victory  Thank  Offering,  to  promote  the  single 
Object  of  the  Society,  "  To  obtain  an  Act  of 
Parliament  providing  for  the  Legal  Registra- 
tion of  Trained  Nurses,"  is  not  yet  closed,  and 
also  that  the  wonderful  success  attained  by  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill  for  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses  in  Parliament  has  not  been 
won  without  widespread  and  costly  propa- 
ganda, and  that  the  Society  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  has  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  promoting  such  propaganda. 

The  President  needs  at  least  another  £50, 
so  that  the  misleading  and  inaccurate  State- 
ment issued  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
to  members  of  Parliament  against  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill,  now  before  Parliament,  and 
also  that  the  attacks  upon  the  constituent 
Nurses'  Societies  being  made  by  the  College 
protagonists,  may  be  refuted. 

Moreover,  members  of  the  organized  Nurses' 
Societies  have  from  start  to  date  financed  this 
gieat  movement  for  the  public  benefit,  and 
it  will  give  the  President  unqualified  satis- 
faction if  they  will  pay  the  cost  until  the  Bill 
is  law. 

Such  a  record  will  do  more  to  prove  the 
sincerity  and  uphold  the  honour  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  than  many  of  its  members  now 
realise,  and.  in  some  measure  will  counteract 
the  depreciation  which  has  resulted  from  the 
widespread  charitable  appeals  issued  in  its 
name,  without  its  consent,  by  those  who  prefer 
to  patronise  women  workers. 

Let  it  be  the  continued  aim  of  the  self- 
respecting  wing,  the  organized  Nurses,  to 
inscribe  on  their  shield,  for  the  instruction  and 
example  of  future  generations  of  Registered 
Nurses,  "  We  promoted,  we  worked  and  paid 
for,  and  we  won  State  Organization  and  Pro- 
fessional Status.  Let  those  who  come  after  us 
uphold  our  honourable  record." 


THE    NURSES'     REGISTRATION     BILL 

PROMOTED   BY  THE    CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE. 

THE     COMMITTEE     STAGE. 
APRIL    10TH. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  April  loth. 
Standing  Committee  E  resumed  its  consideration 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  promoted  by 
the  Central  Committee  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Mac  master,  K.C. 

Constitution  of  the  First  General  Nursing 
Council.     • 

It    will    be   remembered    that   the    Committee, 

.adjourned  on  April  8th,  requesting  the  President 

of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Dr.  Addison),  to 

consider    and    subsequently   advise    on   the    first 

Constitution  of  the  Council. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  after  stating  that  the 
Committee  would  appreciate  how  very  much  the 
time  of  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  occupied,  said  that  he  felt  sure  that  the 
members  would  understand  his  absence,  he  there- 
fore put  forward  suggestions  on  behalf  of  the 
Government. 

The  President  had,  he  said,  conferred  with  the 
members  interested,  and  the  scheme  on  the 
paper  had  eventually  been  arrived  at.  An 
earnest  effort  had  been  made  by  the  President, 
and  by  all  concerned,  to  give  attention  to  the 
points  involved  in  the  first  constitution  of  the 
Council,  and  he  hoped  their  conclusions  would 
be  acceptable. 

He  placed  first  the  point  of  view  of  the  public, 
and  then  the  representation  of  the  Associations, 
which  had  done  such  valuable  work  in  promoting 
State  Registration  of  Nurses. 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  proposed  the 
number  of  the  first  Council  was  raised  from 
28  to  31. 

One  other  had  been  added  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Privy  Council,  and  a  qualifying 
line  added ;  the  sub-section  would,  therefore, 
run,  "  Four  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Privy- 
Council,  not  being  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners or  nurses,  or  persons  engaged  in,  or 
associated  with,  the  regular  direction  or  pro- 
vision of  the  services  of  nurses." 

Consideration  had  been  given  to  the  claims 
of  Wales  in  {b)  and  [c)  with  these  amendments 
the  President  was  prepared  to  accept  sub-sections 
(&),   (c),  and  [d). 

He  proposed  on  page  3,  line  28,  to  leave  out 
from  "  e  "  to  end  on  page  4,  line  ,15,  and  to 
insert  :- — 

(e)  Eighteen  women  nurses,  of  whom  eight 
shall  be  resident  in  England,  two  in  Wales,  four 
in  Scotland,  and  four  in  Ireland,  to  be  nominated, 
Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  England  and  Wales,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
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raent    Board    for-  Ireland,    respectively,    by    the 
following  bodies,  and  in  the  following  numbers  :  — 

One  by  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubliee  Institute 

\^ioT  Nurses  ; 

One  by  the  Asylum  Workers'  Association  ; 

One  by  the  North  Wales  and  South  Wales 
Nursing  Associations  ; 

Four  by  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  ; 

Four  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Limited  ;    and 

Seven,   representing  the   following   Societies  of 
trained  nurses,  by  the  Central  Committee  for 
the    State    Registration   of   Nurses  :  — 
(i)  The   Matrons'    Council   of   Great    Britain 
and  Ireland  ; 

(2)  The    Society   for   the   State    Registration 
of  Trained  Nurses; 

(3)  The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  ; 

(4)  The  Fever  Nuises'  Association  ; 

(5)  The   Scottish   Nurses'   Association  ; 

(6)  The  Irish  Nurses'  Association  ; 

(7)  The   Irish   Nursing   Board. 

This  was  the  suggestion  made  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  by  the 
representative  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  and 
while  it  might  be  said  that  representation  of  all 
who  desired  it  had  not  been  included.  Sir  Kingsley 
Wood  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Committee 
would  regard  it  as  a  satisfactory  cornpromise, 
and  support  the  proposals  of  the  President. 

Sir  Samuel  Scott  supported  the  proposals. 

Mr.  Lyle  Pleads  for  the  Employers. 
Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  (Chairman  of  Queen  Mary's 
Hospital  for  the  East  End,  Stratford)  said  that  he 
felt  he  was  bold  to  criticise  a  provision  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  and 
the  member  representing  the  interests  of  the 
College  of  Nursing.  He,  however,  with  consider- 
able warmth,  characterised  the  constitution  of 
the  first  Council  as  entirely  unsound  ;  there  was 
no  place  given  to  the  managers  of  vohmtary 
hospitals- — 'the  employers- — he  submitted  that 
though  we  were  living  in  democratic  days,  it  was 
not  fair  that  they  should  not  be  represented. 
Nor  was  the  Poor  Law,  the  representatives  of 
which  were  elected  by  the  people,  given  repre- 
sentation. This  was  unsound.  In  connection 
with  the  permanent  Council,  this  principle  was 
recognised  and  the  dreadful  employers  were 
represented  upon  that  Council.  He  proposed  to 
raise  the  Council  of  31  to  35,  and  that  it  should 
include  two  representatives  of  the  Voluntary 
Hospitals  who  might  be  appointed  by  the  British 
Hospitals'  Association  and  two  by  the  Association 
of  Poor  Law  Unions.  He  further  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  had  come  down  to  move  the  amend- 
ment in  place  of  Dr.  Addison,  that  it  was  unsound 
in  other  respects. 

Mr.  Lyle  again  Attacks  the  Nurses'  Organisa- 
tions. 
Mr.  Lyle  again  attacked  the  Organised  Nurses' 


Societies  represented  on  the  first  General  Nursing 
Council  through  the  .  Central  Committee,  and 
asserted  that  exactly  the  same  representation  had 
been  given  to  these  ' '  high  sounding  and  somewhat 
senile  bodies  '.'  as  before.  It  was  .very  clever. 
He  could  not  think  that  the  President  had  not 
been  able  to  do.  a  little  arithmetic  :  10  plus  2  (the 
representation  respectively  of  the  nominees  of  the 
Central  Committee  and  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  as  originally  proposed)  equail  12. 
The  numbers  now  respectively  were  8  plus  4 
(No,  7,  interpolated  Major  Barnett).  Well,  the 
Societies  had  come,  out  extraordinarily  well. 
The  adjournment  of  the  Committee  had  been 
proposed  so  that  the  Government  might  go  into 
the  competing  claims,  and,  he  imagined,  into 
the  relative  strengths  of  the  various  bodies. 
Apparently  that  had  not  been  done  at  all.  He 
described  the  Matrons'  Council  as  a  quite  unrepre- 
.sentative  body. 

Major  Barnett  Supports  the  Nurses. 

Major  Barnett  said  that  there  was  no  amend- 
ment down  to  leav^e  out  the  Matrons'  Council,  and 
that  the  Hon.  Member  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lyle  said  that  the  proper  course  would 
have  been  to  go  into  the  membership  of  all  the 
Associations  ;  the  income  of  the  Matrons'  Council 
was,  he  asserted,  £4.  ys.  6d.  a  year.  (Where  che 
information  was  derived  from  it  is  impossible  to 
say;  it  is,  of  course,  an  absolutely  untrue  state- 
ment.) 

The  Hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme  had  (he  said)  made  a  statement 
that  the  College  of  Nursing  was  an  employers' 
association.  He  submitted  that  in  a  society  of 
13,500  nurses  it  was  impossible  that  all  should  be 
employers.  To  give  11  representatives  to  the 
block  of  Societies  forming  the  Central  Committee 
and  to  a  Society  of  13,500  nurses  only  4  was  not 
equitable  The  suggestion  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  absolutely  unfair 
and  inequitable. 

He  wanted  to  see  the  Bill  go  through,  he  did  not 
want  to  wreck  it.  The  fact  that  there  were  no 
representatives  of  the  voluntary  hospitals  on  the 
first  Council  would  create  great  opposition  from 
representatives  of  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  on  the 
Report  Stage  of  the  Bill. 

Major  Barnett  reminded  the  Committee  that 
the  composition  of  the  Council  suggested  was  the 
result  of  a  compromise.  The  Hon.  Member  for 
Stratford  was  rather  more  Royalist  than  the  King, 
for  it  was  a  compromise  to  which  the  representative 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  had  agreed,  and  he  had 
championed  the  College  very  effectively. 

The  Hon.  Member  for  Stratford  had  said  he  was 
not  the  representative  of  the  College  ;  he  (Major 
Barnett)  wished  to  take  exception  to  his  statement 
that  the  representatives  of  the  Central  Committee 
were  twelve  nurses  and  now  were  eleven-  He  had 
no  right  to  assume  that  the  representation  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  (the  only  Asso- 
ciation of  Nurses  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter) 
was  an  addition  to  that  given  to  the  Central  Com- 
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mittee.  He  might  as  well  say  that  because  the 
British  Medical  Association  was  supporting  the 
Central  Committee  that  the  member  for  St. 
Pancras  was  getting  more  representation. 

The  arrangement  that  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  and  the  College  of  Nursing  should  each 
nominate  four  nurse  representatives  on  the  first 
Council  was  agreed  to  by  the  representative  of  the 
College  of  Nursing. 

The  member  for  Stratford  had  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  representation  of  the  voluntary  fiospitals 
and  poor  law  institutions.  They  had  no  such  repre- 
sentation on  the  General  Medical  Council.  It 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
to  make  the  Register.  Were  not  the  nurses  com- 
petent to  do  that  ?  There  were  some  15,000  Poor 
Law  institutions  in  the  kingdom.  Was  it  proposed 
under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  to  pa^s  a 
Franchise  Act  for  the  infirmaries  ?  His  friend 
ought  not  to  challenge  what  ought  to  be  for  all 
practical  purposes  an  agreed  Bill. 

Mr.  Lyle  said,  in  relation  to  the  remark  of 
Major  Barnett  as  to  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, that  he  was  dealing  with  the  representation 
of  the  nurses. 

LlEUT.-COLONEL  RaW  SUPPORTS  COMPROMISE. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Raw  said  that  naturally,  as  in 
charge  of  the  College  of  Nursing  amendments,  he 
would  like  to  get  the  best  representation  possible. 
The  arrangement  was  a  compromise  so  that  they 
might  get  an  agreed  Bill.  He  had  endeavoured 
with  this  object  to  act  in  a  spirit  of  sweet  reason- 
ableness, and  must  take  full  responsibility  for  the 
course  he  had  adopted  in  the  compromise  agreed 
upon. 

The    Committee    Supports    the     President's 
Amendment, 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  said  that  what  weighed 
with  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  not  recommending  representation  of  the 
nurse  training schools~(the  employers  of  nurses)  on 
the  First  Council  was  the  difiiculty  of  nomination. 
The  way  out  suggested  was  that  one  of  the  bodies 
mentioned  might  nominate  representatives,  but 
that  would  immediately  raise  the  question  of  the 
representation  of  other  bodies. 

In  relation  to  the  College  of  Nursing  they  had 
had  the  advantage  of  consultation  with  Colonel 
Raw  at  their  Conference,  and  his  agreement  to  the 
proposals,  though  he  had  not  his  colleague  with 
him  (Mr.  Lyle  :  "  I  am  not  his  colleague.")  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  assist  the  Government 
by  supporting  the  reasonable  compromise 
arrived  at. 

On  the  President's  amendment  being  put  to  the 
vote  it  was  received  with  a  storm  of  "  Ayes  "  and  a 
solitary  "  No  "  (from  Mr.  Lyle). 

The  Chairman  :  "  The  Ayes  have  it." 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  then  moved  to  insert  the 
words  printed  on  the  Order  Paper  standing  in  the 
name  of  Dr.  Addison  in  connection  with  the  repre- 
sentation of  eighteen  women  nurses  on  the  First 
Council.     This  was  agreed  to. 


Major  Bari^tt  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  the  last  lines  of  this  Clause  should  run 
'.'  and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  hold  office  for 
a  period  of  two  years  and  during  such  period  shall 
form  a  register  of  persons  entitled  to  be  registered 
under  this  Act." 

Mr.  Cowan  inquired  whether  members  of  the 
Council  were  to  be  paid,  and  was  referred  by  Major 
Barnett  to  Clause  18  of  the  Bill.  He  also  proposed 
the  appointment  of  a  Vice-President  as  well  as 
a  President  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and 
this  was  agreed. 

It  was  then  put  from  the  Chair  and  agreed  that 
Clause  4,  as  amended,  stand  passed. 

Proportional  Representation  Agreed  Upon. 

The  only  amendment  which  caused  a  division 
was  that  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Aneurin 
Williams,  and  proposed  in  his  absence  by  Colonel 
Wedgwood,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  provide  that 
the  method  of  proportional  representation  should 
be  employed  in  the  ballot  for  the  election  of  direct 
representatives  of  the  nurses  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council. 

On  the  Committee  dividing  12  were  in  favour  of, 
and  9  against,  the  method  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation. 

Colonel  Wedgwood  enquired  whether  it  was 
proposed  under  the  Bill  to  take  action  against  old 
women  wearing  uniform,  and  whether,  owing  to 
the  zealousness  of  people  promoting  the  Bill,  there 
would  be  a  sudden  burst  of  persecution  against 
people  of  this  c'ass. 

Major  Sir  Samuel  Scott  explained  that  the 
Bill  provided  for  protection  for  the  title  of 
''registered  nurse,"  but  registration  was  not  com- 
pulsory. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  said  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  give  statu&  to  the  nurses  who 
were  registered.  The  Gk)vernment  did  not  desire 
to  penalise  the  bona- fide  women. 

Clause  12  Subsection  4  was  also  amended  in 
conformity  with  an  amendment  standing  in  the 
name  of  Dr.  Addison,  which  safeguards  the  interests 
of  a  nurse  who  "produces  evidence  satisfactory 
to  the  Council  of  having  been  for  at  least  three 
years  in  bona-fide  practice  as  a  nurse  in  attendance 
upon  the  sick,  and  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  she  was  so  engaged." 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at 
2.30.  As,  however,  there  was  not  a  quorum  then,^ 
or  subsequently,  at  4.30,  it  was  adjourned  until 
Monday,  April  14th,  at  4  p.m. 

APRIL    14TH. 

Standing  Committee  E  met  on  April  14th,  when 
the  Clauses  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  from 
Clause  14  to  the  end  were  discussed.  Mr. 
Macmaster,  K.C.,  in  the  Chair. 

Right  of  Appeal  of  Hospitals  to  Privy 
Council. 

The  first  business  on  the  Order  Paper  was  an 
amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  Colonel  Raw 
to  leave  out  Clause  14.  This  Clause  provides  an 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  if  the  Council  refuse  to 
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recognise  any  hospital  or  institution  as  an  approved 
training  school  for  nurses  under  the  Act. 

Colonel  Raw  said  the  question  was  of  great 
importance  to  the  nursing  profession.  There  was 
a  difterence  of  opinion  as  to  whether  there  should 
be  an  appeal  or  not  He  felt  the  responsibility  too 
great  to  decide,  and  would  prefer  to  leave  the 
decision  to  the  Committee.  He  drew  attention, 
however,  to  the  possibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  rather  than  the  Privy  Council  being  the 
authority  to  which  the  appeal  would  in  the  future 
be  made. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  pointed  out  that  the 
appeal  given  under  this  Clause  was  to  the  hospital 
or  institution,  not  to  the  nurse.  In  regard  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  it  was  true  there  was  power 
to*take  over  Health  functions.  This  matter  had 
been  subjected  to  consideration  by  the  President. 
Sir  Kingsley  Wood  suggested  that  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  should  stand  for  the 
present,  but  it  might  eventually  go  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  Clause  was  agreed  to. 

A    Supplementary    Register    of    Children's 
Nurses. 
Clause  16  defines  what  the  Nurses'  Register  shall 
comprise  :  (i)  a  general  register  of  women  nurses, 

(2)  a    supplementary    register    of    male    nurses, 

(3)  a  supplementary  register  of  asylum  trained 
nurses. 

i  Two  amendments  were  put  down  to  this,  one  by 
Mr.  Leonard  Lyle,  the  other  by  Colonel  Raw,  both 
with  the  object  of  forming  a  supplementary 
Register  of  nurses  trained  in  the  nursing  of  sick 
children.  The  one  proposed  by  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle 
was,  however,  very  loosely  drafted.  It  proposed 
to  add  "  A  Supplementary  Register  of  Children's 
Nurses  to  be  called  the  children's  nurses  register, 
containing  the  names  of  children's  nurses  who 
have  been  registered  under  this  Act." 

Colonel  Wedgwood  warmly  protested  against 
giving  special  privileges  to  the  nursemaids  of 
smart  people  in  the  Park. 

Eventually  Mr.  Lyle  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  that  proposed  by  Colonel  Raw  was  carried. 
This  provides  for — 

"  (4)  A  supplementary  register  of  nurses  trained 
in  nursing  sick  children  to  be  called  the  Children 
Nurses'  Register,  containing  the  names  of  children's 
nurses  who  have  been  registered  under  this  Act." 
This  was  accordingly  added  as  a  new  sub-section 
to  Clause  16. 

Mr.  Lyle  did  not  claim  for  children's  nurses  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  call  themselves  fully 
trained.  Colonel  Raw,  on  the  contrary,  while 
stating  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  supplementary' 
Registers,  Sciid,  in  reply  to  Colonel  Wedgwood,  he 
supposed  they  would  have  full  liberty  to  nurse 
any  cases  they  wished. 

Sir  W.  Watson  Cheyne  proposed  to  add  a 
Supplementary  Register  of  Fever  Nurses.  As  this 
suggestion  was  not  on  the  Agenda  Paper,  Sir 
Kingsley  Wood  undertook  to  consider  the  question 
before  the  Report  irtage,  and  the  amendment  was 
eventually  withdrawn  by  its  proposer. 


On  the  question  that  Clause  i6  stand  part  of 
the  Bill,  Sir  Watson  Cheyne  drew  attention  to 
the  need  for  the  organisation  of  village  nurses. 
There  were,  he  said,  many  outlying  districts,  in 
Scotland  especially,  which  required  fully  trained 
nurses,  but  which  would  never  be  able  to  afford 
them.  Some  means  should  be  taken  to  organise 
those  nurses  and  see  that  they  got  a  certain 
amount  of  training.  He  did  not  wish  to  move 
an  amendment. 

The  Committee  agreed  that  Clause  16,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill, 

Fees  and  Expenses. 

Clause  17  (i)  provides  that  "  there  shall  be 
payable  by  every  candidate  for  examination  or 
registration  such  fee  as  the  Council  may  with  the 
approval  of  the  Privy  Council  from  time  to  time 
determine." 

An  amendment  standing  in  Dr.  Addison's  name 
provided  to  insert,  "  Such  fee  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  guinea  for  registration  under  section 
twelve  of  this  Act,  or  three  guineas  for  examina- 
tion and  registration  under  the  remaining  pro- 
visions of  this  Act." 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  said  that  the  President 
had  had  this  Clause  under  consideration.  It 
seemed  better  to  mention  a  definite  fee,  and  he 
thought  the  Clause  proposed  by  the  President 
struck  a  fair  balance  on  the  whole.  He  moved 
the  amendment. 

Major  Barnett  said  the  sums  required,  as 
indicated  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  were  two  guineas  for 
registration  and  three  guineais  for  examination. 
The  reduction  of  the  fee  to  £1  is.  was  serious. 
He  had  agreed  to  this  reluctantly  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  compromise  as  to  an  agreed  Bill, 
but  if  this  was  not  the  result  he  would  have  to 
reconsider  the  position.  He  proposed,  as  an 
amendment,  which  he  asked  Sir  Kingsley  Wood 
to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that  the 
fee  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  guinea  for 
registration  within  twelve  months  of  the  Bill 
becoming  law,  or  two  guineas  afterwards,  or 
three  guineas  for  examination  and  registration. 
The  object  of  this  amendment,  which  followed 
the  precedent  adopted  by  the  Midwives'  Board 
of  charging  a  half  fee  for  the  first  six  months 
after  the  Act  came  into  force,  was  for  the  benefit 
of  practising  nurses,  and  to  compile  the  register 
without  delay. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  accepted  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Frederick  Roberts  said  he  regretted 
exceedingly  the  readiness  of  the  Government  to 
accept  the  amendment.  He  could  not  do  so. 
He  hoped  that  ParUament  was  going  to  shoulder 
some  share  of  the  financial  responsibiUty  for  the 
Bill. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  said  that  all  nurses 
qualified  when  the  Act  came  into  force  could 
come  on  to  the  Register  at  the  guinea  fee.  This 
weighed  with  the  Government  in  accepting  the 
amendment. 
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CoLQNEL  Raw  said  ,  he  \vas  anxious  that  the 
registration  fee  should  be  as  reasonable  as  possible. 
He  thought  Major  Barnett  s  amendment  was 
designed  to  meet  the  case  of .  nurses  already 
trained. 

Sir  Kingsley  Wood  moved  the  amendment 
providing  that  the  fee  should  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  one  guinea  for  registration  within  twelve 
months  of  the  Bill  becoming  law,  or  two  guineas 
afterw^ards,  or  three  guineas  for  examination 
and  registratipn. 

On  a  division  being  taken  the  Ayes  numbered 
12,  the  Noes  11. 

Major  Barnett  also  moved  an  amendment 
providing  that 

"  there  shall  also  be  payable  on  or  before  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January  in  each  year,  by 
every  registered  nurse,  a  fee  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence,  and  if  any  nurse  in  any  year  makes 
default  in  paying  such  fee  his  or  her  name  may 
be  removed  from  the  register,  but  may  be 
restored  on  payment  of  a  fee  not  exceeding 
five  shiUings,  and  on  proof  that  the  failure  was 
due  to  inadvertence  or  mistake,  or  on  giving 
other  satisfactory  explanation." 

This  was  opposed  by  members  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

On  a  division  the  sums  named  in  the  Clause  were 
reduced  respectively  to  sixpence  and  one  shilling, 
the  Noes  being  12,  and  the  Ayes  11. 

Major  Farquharson  said  he  believed  that  the 
nurses  themselves  would  welcome  the  half- 
crown  fee  and  would  be  the  first  to  say  that  it 
helped  to  give  them  power  to  keep  the  register 
correct,  and  before  the  public  these  who  were  really 
registered  nurses.  The  imposition  of  a  sixpenny 
fee  made  a  burlesque  of  the  whole  position.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  rescinded  on  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  Lyle  thought  the  Government  should 
help  to  finance  the  scheme. 

In  connection  with  Clause  17,  Sub-section  (2) 
in  relation  to  the  auditing  of  accounts,  it  was 
resolved,  after  some  discussion,  to  adopt  the 
Model  Clause  which,  Sir  Samuel  Scott  pointed 
out,  has  of  recent  years  been  inserted  in  most 
private  members'  Bills. 

False    Representation,  or    Falsification   of 
Register. 

In  connection  with  Clause  22  providing 
penalties  for  false  representation,  and  for  falsi- 
fication of  the  register,  Mr.  Cowan  moved  an 
amendment  providing  for  payment  of  a  fine  not 
exceeding  ;^ioo  as  an  alternative  to  imprisonment. 

This  was  agreed. 

The  deliberations  of  the  Committee  then 
concluded. 

The  Bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

We  offer  our  warmest  congratulations  to  the 
Central  Committee  and  to  the  Nursing  Profession, 
that  their  Bill  is  safely  through  Committee. 
Next  week  we  will,  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers, 
doint  out  the  differences  in  the  Bill,  as  it  went 
in  and  as  it  left  Standing  Committee  E. 


HONOURS    FOR  NURSES. 


On  April  9th  the  King  was  pleased  to  award  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  in  recog- 
nition of  their  valuable  nursing  services'*  in"  con- 
nection with  the  war  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross.'] 

Miss  S.  A.  Brown,  R.R.C.  Matron,  Gen.  Mil.  Hosp., 
Colchester ;  Miss  E.  M.  Denne,  R.R.C,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Mil.  Hosp.,  Tidworth,  Salisbury  Plain  ; 
Miss  A.  Knaggs,  R.R.C.  Matron,  Q.A.I  .M.N.S.»Vret.), 
Lord  Derby's  War  Hosp.,  Warrington  ;  Miss  G.  M. 
Payne,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (ret.),  Mil.  Hosp., 
Pembroke  Dock. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 

Miss  A.  H.  Allan,'^Asst.  Matron,  T.F.N.S.,  Maudsley 
Neurological  Clearing  Hosp.,  Denmark  Hill ;  Miss  M. 
Allibone,  Matron,  T.F.N.S.,  5th  S.  Gen.  Hosp.,  Ports- 
mouth ;  Miss  M.  Barrett,  Matron,  King  Edward  VH 
Eliot  Memorial  Cottage  Hosp.  and  "Beech  Hurst,'. 
Hajrwards  Heath  ;  Miss  A.  A.  Browne,  Grove  Mil. 
Hosp.,  Tooting  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Clemow,  Sister,  The  Mil. 
Hosp.,  Endell  Street,  London  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Cummins, 
Matron,  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary  ;  Miss  M.  Dando, 
Asst.  Matron,  T.f.N.S.,  ist  Wes'n  Gen.  Hosp.,  Liver- 
pool ;  Mrs.  M.  C.  A.  Fishbourne,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Birmingham  Spec.  Mil.  Surg.  Hosp., 
Northfield  ;  Miss  M.  R.  FitzHenry,  Senior  Prin.  Sister 
(Deputy  Matron),  Horton  (County  of  London)  War 
Hosp.,  Epsom  ;  Miss  K.  M.  Hewetson,  Asst.  Matron, 
Royal  Herbert  Hosp.,  Woolwich  ;  Miss  A.  B.  Hill, 
Matron,  Bath  War  Hosp.,  Combe  Park,  Bath  ;  Miss  A. 
Hill,  Matron,  War  Hosp.,  Keighley  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Hob- 
house,  Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Keppel  Place, 
No.  I  Section  Hosp.,  Devonport ;  Miss  E.  J.  James, 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Mil.  Hosp.,  Sandwich,  Kent.  ; 
MissM.  C.  Johnston,  Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Mil. 
Hosp.,  Frenshaxn  Hill ;  Miss  D.  Jones,  Sister,  T.F.N.S., 
ist  S.  Gen.  Hosp.,  Birmingham  ;  Miss  G.  M.  King, 
Sister,  King  George  Hosp.,  London  ;  Miss  M.  Maxwell, 
Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.),  South  African  Mil. 
Hosp.,  Richmond  ;  Miss  K.  D.  M.  Underwood,  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Beaufort  War  Hosp.,  Fishponds, 
-  Bristol ;  Miss  M.  G.  Montgomlery,  Matron,  Midd'x 
Hosp.,  Aux.  to  5th  London  Gen.  ;  Miss  C.  Richard, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.,  4th  Scottish  Gen.  Hosp.,  Stobhill, 
Glasgow ;  Miss  V.  N.  Spencer-Jones,  Matron,  War 
Hos.,  Chester ;  Miss  E.  H.  Stanton,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.),  Central  Mil.  Hosp.,  Fort  Pitt. 
Chatham;  Miss  C.  A.  Stevens,  Asst.  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  Mil.  Hosp,  Clipstone  Camp,  Notts  ;  Miss 
K.  A.  Sunderland,  Sister,  Southwark  Mil.  Hosp.,  East 
Dalwich  Grove,  London  ;  Miss  H.  W.  Walde,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.),  The  County  of  Midd'x  War  Hosp., 
Napsbury,  near  St.  Albans  ;  Miss  C.  M.  Walker,  Asst. 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.),  Alexandra"  Mil.  Hosp., 
Cosham. 

Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps. — ^Miss  J.  Cameron- 
Smith,  Matron  No.  13  Can.  Gen.  Hosp.,  Hastings ; 
Miss  M.  McBride,  Asst.  Matron  No.  5  Can.  Gen.  Hosp., 
Kirkdale,  Liverpool ;  Miss  CM.  Mowbray,  Nursing 
Sister,  Can.  Red  Cross  Spec.  Hosp.,  Bushey  Park  ;  Miss 
I.  Wilson,  Nursing  Sister-in-Charge,  Can.  Con.  Hosp., 
Bearwood  Park,  Wokingham. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Miss  J.  H- 
Buchanan,  Sister,  No.  3  A.  A,  Hosp.,  Dartford,  Kent. 

New  Zealand  Army  Nursing  Service. — ^Miss  F  Wilson, 
Matron,  No.  2  New  Zealand  Gen.  Hosp.,  Walton-on 
Thames.  « 
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The  Royal  Red  Cross,  Second  Class,  was 
awarded  to  several  hundred  trained  nurses  and 
V.A.D.  nurses. 

On  April  loth  His  Majesty  held  an  Investiture 
at  Buckingham  Palace,  and  decorated  the  follow- 
ing with  the  Royal  Red  Cross  : — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

(First  Class.) 
Sister  Catherine  Forrest,  late  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service,  Matron  Selina 
Bland,  Civil  Nursing  Service,  Sister  Mildred  Forbes, 
Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service,  and  Matron  Beryl 
Campbell,  Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

(Second  Class.) 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve. — Assistant  Matron  Mary  Bickerdyke, 
and   Sister  Mary  Stewart-Richardson. 

Civil  Hospital  Reserve. — Sister  Elsie  Cassidy. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — Miss  Hilda  Gerard, 
Mrs.  Mabel  Pickering,  Miss  Mary  Prowse,  and  Miss 
Jane   TurnbuU. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Nellie 
Enright. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Grace 
Burns,  Sister  Beatrice  Gibbon,  Sister  Jessie  McDonald, 
and  Sister  Florence  Young. 

The  Albert  Medal. 

Sister  Gertrude  Carlin,  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service,  also  received  the  Royal  Red  Cross  (Second 
Class) . 

Staff  Nurse  Harriet  Fraser,  Territorial  Force 
Nursing  Service,  and  Sister  Gladys  White,  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  also  received  the  Royal  Red  Cross 
(Second  Class). 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ist  October,  19 18,  a 
serious  fire  occurred  in  No.  36  Casualty  Clearing 
Station  at  Rousbrugge,  in  Belgium.  At  the  time 
some  of  the  patients  were  undergoing  serious  opera- 
tions in  the  abdominal  and  general  operating  theatres, 
the  walls  of  which  were  composed  of  wood.  The 
first  intimation  of  danger  in  the  theatres  was  the 
extinction  of  the  electric  light  accompanied  by  volumes 
of  smoke,  and  almost  immediately  the  wooden  walls 
burst  into  flames.  The  two  sisters  and  the  staff 
nurse  assisted  in  carrying  the  unconscious  patients 
to  safety,  and  returned  to  the  burning  wards  to  assist 
in  carrying  out  other  patients.  During  this  time 
ether  bottles  and  nitrous  oxide  cylinders  were  con- 
tinually exploding,  filling  the  air  with  fumes  and 
fl>'ing  fragments  of  steel. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Sister  Jane  Trotter,  Queen -^Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve,  and  Miss  Lilian 
Forse,  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 

The  King  bestowed  on  the  following  ladies  the 
R.R.C.  and  Milit2,ry  Medal  ?.t  Buckingham  Palace, 
on  Saturday,  April  12th  :  — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross  and  Bar. 
Matron  Maude  Blakely,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Sister  Cecily  Thompson,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military     Nursing     Service,     and     Sister     Margaret 
Alexander,  Civil  Hospital  Reserve. 


The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Second  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. — Sister  Christina  Brace,  Sister  Mary  Cain, 
Sister  Marion  Dew,  Sister  Maura  McBreen,  Sister 
Charlotte  Morris,  Sister  Ethel  Spicer,  Staff  Nurse 
Wilhelmina  Lee,  and  Staff  Nurse  Rosa  Rothwell. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Janet 
Linton,  and  Staff  Nurse  Nina  White. 

Civil  Nursing  Service  .—Matron  Letitia  Green,  and 
Sister  Martha  Young. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Miss  Molly  Bianconi,  First  Aid  Nursing  Yeomanry, 
and  Sister  Eleanor  Thompson,  Canadian  Army  Nursing 
Service. 

Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough 
House  the  members  of  the  Military  and  Civil 
Nursing  Services  who  had  been  awarded  the 
Royal  Red  Cross  and  the  Military  Medal,  sub- 
sequent to  the  Investitures  at  Buckingham  Palace. 


LIST    OF    MENTIONS. 

Military  Operations  at  Aden. 

The   names    of   a   number   of   officers,    ladies 
warrant   officers,   non-commissioned  officers   an 
men  have  been  brought  to  notice  by  the  Wa\ 
Office,  under  date  April  7th,  for  gallant  and  dis- 
tinguished service  rendered  in  connection  with  the 
military  operations  at  Aden  during  the  period  from 
August  i6th,  1917,  to  Ja.nuary  31st,  igi8  :  — 

Amongst  them  are  : 

Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service,  India. 
— •Nursing  Sister  Miss  C.  O'Brien  ;  Senior  Nursing 
Sister  Miss  M.  A.  Stroughill,  R.R.C. 


RULE    SHOULD    BE    STRICTLY 
ENFORCED. 

A  Matron  of  a  War  Hospital  writes  as  follows  : — 

With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  in  your  article, 
"  Protection  required  for  Red  Cross  Nurses,"  I  beg  to 
ix>int  out  that  Sisters  and  Staff  Nurses  in  Military 
Hospitals  are  afforded  the  same  protection  as  is  given 
to  Officers,  with  regard  to  confidential  reports.  Any 
Matron  sending  in  an  unfavourable  report  on  a  member 
of  her  staff  is  bound  to  read  the  report  to  the  lady 
concerned,  before  it  goes  further.  I  should  be  glad 
if  you  will  correct  this  statement,  as  it  is  misleading. 

This  letter  refers  to  the  remarks  in  our  last  issue 
on  the  unjust  treatment  of  members  of  the  Nursing 
Staff  of  the  Scottish  Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Rouen. 

We  know  that  confidential  reports  should  be  rea<? 
over  to  the  accused  by  the  Matron,  but  we  have  in 
our  possession  evidence  in  writing  of  gross  injus- 
tice suffered  by  a  Sister  in  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  from 
a  breach  of  -this  rule,  and  know  of  many  such  cases  : 
in  Red  Cross  Hospitals. 


It  is  understood  that  Orders  have  been  issued  that 
nurses  are  not  to  be  demobilized  from  Army  hos- 
pitals without  at  least  one  week's  notice,  and  this 
week  may  be  given  to  theoii  as  leave  of  absence. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Mrs.  Bedford  Fenvvick,  in  her  private 
capacity — and  not  as  Editor  of  this  Journal — 
hegs  to  thank  most  heartily  the  hundreds  of 
x>lleagaies  and  kind  friends  who  have  sent 
:ongratulations  on  the  passing  of  the  second 
•eading  of  the  Central  Committee's  Nurses' 
R.egistration  Bill.  If  gxxxl  wishes  can  land  it 
)n  to  the  Statute  Book,  there  it  will  be,  without 
doubt,  at  an  early  date.  Many  earnest  prayers 
are  being  offered  upon  its  behalf. 


It  has  been  suggested  that  when  the  Bill 
receives  the  King's  Assent,  a  Thanksgiving 
Service  shall  be  held  in  London.  Such  a 
service  would!  undO'ubtedly  be  largely  attended 
by  trained  nurses,  and  the  suggestion  is  under 
consideration. 


We  have  to  thank  the  Vote,  the  organ  of  the 
Women's  Freedom  League,  for  constant  sup- 
port of  our  Bill  during  its  consideration  by  Par- 
liament. The  members  of  this  progressive 
League  are  rejoicing  in  our  good  fortune,  and 
lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  "  Nurses  were  ask- 
ing neither  for  public  money  nor  for  charity ; 
they  want  to  be  a  self-supporting  and  self- 
respecting  profession."  The  Vote  hopes  the 
Nurses'  Bill  will  be  passed  into  law  this 
session. 


Queen  Alexandra  opened  ,the  Edith  Cavell 
Home  for  Nurses  at  the  Lond<Dn  Hospital  on 
April  nth.  Her  Majesty  was  received  by  Lord 
Knutsford  and  Viss  Monk,  the  Matron,  and  in 
the  nurses'  sitting-room  by  the  Danish  Minister 
and  members  of  the  Danish  Committee  in 
London,  who  had  collected  £7,000  towards  the 
million  half-crown  fund  for  the  hospital.  The 
Danish  Minister  told  Queen  Alexandra,  "  Your 
compatriots  regarded  it  as  an  opportunity  of 
showing  their  loyalty  and  loye. " 

Queen  Alexandra  declared  the  Home  open  in 
English,  and  spoke  her  thanks  in  Danish,  and 
presented  twO'  signed  pictures  of  herself  in 
Coronation  robes  to  Mr.  Ladefoged,  Chairman 
of  the  Danish  Club,  for  the  club  and  the  Danish 
Society  respectively. 

Mr.  Arup,  director  of  the  Copenhagen  Por- 
celain Manufacture,  presented  the  Queen  with 
a  charming  figure  of  a  Danish  Red  Cross  Nurse 
in  Danish  porcelain. 

Queen  Alexandra  then  visited  some  of  the 
nurses'  rooms,  of  which  there  are  122,  and 
inspected  the  general  arrangements  for  the 
comfort  of  the  nurses. 


The  London  Hospital  Committee  is  waking 
up,  we  are  glad  to  note,  on  the  question  of 
more  up-to-date  theoretical  teaching  for  pro- 
bationers. It  has  recently  engaged  a  Tutor 
Sister  to  help  the  dass  sister.  Though  her 
work  has  not  yet  been  definitely  defined,  one 
of  her  chief  diuties  will  be  to  give  individiual 
teaching  to  those  probationers  who  have  missed 
lectures  and  instruction  classes  through  illness 
or  other  causes.  In  this  way  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  take  full  advantage 
of  their  training. 

This  is  all  to  the  good. 


It  is  understood  that  arrangements  are  being 
made  for  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Miss 
Edith  Cavell  from  their  present  resting-place 
to  this  country,  and  that  the  re-interment  will 
be  marked  by  considerable  public  ceremonial. 

The  negotiations  with  the  several  authorities 
concerned,  both  Belgian  and  British,  are  being 
conducted,  but  as  several  obstacles  have  to  be 
overcome  before  the  undertaking  can  be  carried 
out,  it  is  not  likely  to  take  place  before  the 
month  of  June. 

It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  matter  should 
be  privately  conducted,  but  it  was  felt  that 
national  sentiment  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  expression,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that 
military  honours  should  accompany  a  service 
in  London.  So  far  the  details  of  the  interment 
have  not  been  settled. 


The  Cavell  Memorial  Committee  have 
written  to  the  Westminster  City  Council 
stating  that.  Sir  George  Frampton,  R.A.,  the 
sculptor,  expects  the  Cavell  monument  will  be 
ready  for  fixing  in  position  in  about  three 
months'  time.  The  site  selected  by  the  Council 
is  on  the  island  situated  in  St.  Martin's  Place, 
opposite  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 


The  Nurses  at  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital, 
Liverpool,  work  seventy-two  hours  per  week — 
as  they  do  at  hundreds  of  other  hospitals  and 
infirmaries.  But  the  subscribers  at  the  recent 
annual  meeting  were  informed  of  the  urgent 
need  for  increased  remuneration  and  decrease 
of  hours  for  the  nurses.  Mr.  Thomas  Wood- 
send  stated  that  the  conditions  under  which 
the  nursing  staff  fulfilled  their  duties  called 
imperatively  for  revision  and  improvement. 
The  matter  of  the  salary  could  be  easily 
adjusted,  but  the  rearrangement  of  the  work- 
ing hours  presented  some  difficulty.  To  carry 
out  a  plan  which  commended  itself  to  the 
Board  they  would  require  thirteen  more  nurses, 
but  they  had  no  accommodation  for  them  in 
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the  Nurses'  Home.  They  were  considering 
building-  an  annexe  to  the  Nurses'  Home,  with 
accommodation  for  fifty  or  sixty  nurses,  and 
if  this  plan  took  definite  shape  they  would  count 
upon  the  Lord  Mayor's  support  of  the  appeal 
they  would  make  to  the  City  Council  for  a 
grant  in  aid  of  the  building  fund. 

Money    could  not  be   expended  in    a  better 
cause. 


saves   the   Approved    Society    Secretary    nxuch 
worry  and  loss  of  time. 


The  Gentlewoman  of  April  12th  opens  with 
an  Editorial  entitled  "  A  Triumph  for  the 
Nursing  Profession,"  in  which  it  states  :  "  Last 
Friday's  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  may 
justly  be  described  as  a  triumph  for  the  nursing 
profession,"  and  adds,  in  reference  to  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill:  "The  measure  is 
really  a  necessary  complement  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  No  arrangements  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  health  of 
the  peopile  could  pos- 
sibly "be  satisfactory 
that  did  not  take  into 
consideration  a  profes- 
sion which  is  only 
second  in  importance 
to  the  medical  profes- 
sion itself." 

We  are  indebted  to 
The  Gentlewoman  for 
permission  to  use  this 
telling  little  sketch  of 
"  Sairy  "  and  a  "  Re- 
gistered Nurse." 


The  Leicester  Royal 
Infirmary  sets  an  ex- 
cellent example  to 
kindred  institutions  in 
notifying  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Approved  Society  in  which  the 
Sisters  and  Nurses  are  insured.  It  is  headed  : 
Leicester  Royal  Infirmary, 

Date 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  Miss 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Central 
Council  for  District  Nursing  in  London,  whose 
meetings  are  held  at  the  Local  Government 
Board,  have  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  it  ibe  a  condition  of  a  grant  from  the 
council  that  the  mindmum  corrimencing  salary  of  a 
resident  nurse  shall  be  not  less  than  ;^5o  clear,  and 
that  the  minimum  in  the  case  of  non-resident  nurses 
be  £^0  clear  over  and  above  a  reasonable  allowance 
.paid  in  consideration  of  'board  and  lodging. 

The  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Council,  it  is  stated,  iby  the  trustees  of  the 
London  Parochial  Charities,  who  have  made 
handsome  contributions  to  the  funds  distributed 
by  the  Council  to  the  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tions of  London. 

The  resolution  has 
been  circulated  to  the 
district  nursing  asso- 
ciations of  London. 


THE  OLD  ORDER  CHANQETH,  YIELDINQ  PLACE  TO  NEW 


Here  is  a  clear  case 
for  lay  committees 
controlling  trained 
nurses  to  read  a  pro- 
fessional nursing 
journal,  so  that  they 
may  keep  in  touch 
with  the  opinions  and 
requirements  of  those 
they  control.  The 
British  Journal  of 
Nursing  has  advo- 
cated ;^5o  as  the 
minimum  salary  for  a 
Queen's  Nurse  for 
many  years  past. 


on  the  Staff  of  this  Institution,  has  reported 
sick  this  day. 

Harry  Johnson, 
House  Governor  and  Secretary. 

Sisters  and  Nurses  are  often  warded  when 
seriously  ill,  and  fail  to  notify  their  sickness 
within  the  prescribed  time,  and  thus  run  the 
risk,  by  breaking  the  law,  of  loss  of  weekly 
insurance.  In  many  hospitals  no  officer 
attends  to  this  matter  for  nurses  too  ill  to  care 
for  themselves.  We  commend  the  Leicester 
postcard — it  is  considerate  for  the  nurse  and 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  loth  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
replied  to  a  question  by  Captain  Ainsworth 
as  to  the  possibility  of  some  method  of 
co-ordination  with  the  State  of  municipal 
authorities,  so  that  the  services  of  district 
nurses  could  be  utilised'. 

Dr.  Addison  said  that  district  nursing 
associations  are  already  co-operating  with  the 
local  authorities  in  providing  midwifery  and 
nursing  services.  The  Local  Government 
Board  would  continue  to  encourage  such 
co-operation.  

Subscriptions  to  the  Victory  Thank  Offering 
should  be  sent  to  Miss  M.  Breay,  'Hon.  Sec., 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  R.B.N.A. 


Through  the  medium  of  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Corporation,  we  are  to  convey  the  thanks  of 
all  those  responsible  for  the  executive  work  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  for  State  Registration 
for  the  many  kind  messages  of  congratulation 
and  encouragement  from  members  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  Many  of  the  nurses 
who  took  an  active  part  in  "  lobbying  "  Members 
of  Parliament  show  that  their  interest  in  the 
measure  has  by  no  means  abated,  and  they  call 
at  the  office  and  keep  the  telephone  exchange 
very  busy  in  order  to  learn  whether  we  can 
"report  progress."  In  another  part  of  the 
Journal  the  latest  events  are  recorded  so  that 
it  is  needless  to  recapitulate  them  here. 

We  hope  that  when  the  Bill  has  become  an 
Act  of  Parliament  the  nurses  will  maintain  the 
same  healthy  interest  in  it,  and  that  all  nurses 
whether  Members  of  this  Corporation  or  of  any 
other  organisation,  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  given  to  them  of  taking  the  reins 
of  government  into  their  own  hands. 


THE  ROYAL  RED  CROSS. 


We  note  that  in  the  list  of  awards  of  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  there  appear  the  names  of  Mrs.  Latter 
and  Miss  Bickerton,  both  well  known  to  Members 
of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association.  Mrs. 
Latter  receives  the  Royal  Red  Cross  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  excellent  work  which  she  accomplished 
when  Matron  of  the  Red  Cross  Hospital  at 
Knighton.  Miss  Bickerton,  Matron  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  has  also  with  conspicuous  ability 
met  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  her  powers  of 
organisation  throughout  the  years  of  war,  and 
the  members  of  their  Association  congratulate 
both  ladies  very  warmly. 


FEAR  HATH   TORMENT," 


There  are  some  statements  which  admit  of  no 
denial,  they  are  not  debatable,  they  do  not  challenge 
opinion,   they  are  dogmatic,  unassailable  truths. 


Can  anyone  be  found,  for  instance,  who  could  deny 
that  "  fear  hath  torment  "  ?  No,  because  no  one 
could  be  found  who  is  immune  to  the  emotion  of 
fear — physical  or  moral.  The  emotions  are  the 
motors  of  the  mind,  the  driving  forces,  the  im- 
pelling influences,  guarded  and  controlled  by  free 
w.ill.  Far  from  fear  being  an  altogether  negative 
thing,  the  poet  Pope  assures  us  in.  his  ,"  Eagay  on 
Man  "  that  it  is  a  natural  constituent' in  the  hiirhan 
make-up.  '  ' 

On    the    positive    side,    featr  is    a    wliolesome 
impulse.     "Holy  fear"   is  one  of  the  sevenfold" 
gifts.     Fear  to  do  wrong  is  the  guiding  principle 
of  every  courageous  man  and. woman.     In  this 
sense  courage  and  fear  "  make  and  maintain  the  , 
balance  of  the  mind." 

But  the  fear  that  hath  torment  is  a  very  different 
thing.  To  discuss  the  springs  of  it  is  not  our 
purpose  in  this  essay — that  belongs  rather  to  the 
intimate  things  of  psychology  ;  We'  would  rather 
show  how  great  and  far-reaching  are  the  conse- 
quences to  the  individual  and  to  the  community. 
The  greatest  thing  needed  for  the  world's  advance- 
ment and  progress  in  the  highest  sense  of  those 
words  is  moral  courage.  The  courage  to  hold  fast 
to  the  vision  of  truth,  and  to  express  it  openly  and 
fearlessly.  The  really  courageous  person  is  the 
only  one  who  can  rightly  claim  to  be  a  freema,n  or 
freewoma.n.  A  fearsome  person  is  his  (or  her)  own 
bondslave.  Fear  is  the  greatest  ally  that  tyranny 
can  have.  Tyrants  and  bullies,  to  a  great  extent, 
are  created  by  fear,  and  sustained  and  strengthened 
by  fear. 

Like  the  silent  Navy,  the  nursing  profession 
dislikes  parade  and  ostentation,  flattery,  pho- 
tography and  favour.  Its  members  want  justice, 
economic  independence — born  of  self-respect,  self- 
government  and  legal  status.  A  pure  democracy 
which  will  give  them  the  necessary  freedom  and 
power  to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  These 
are  some  of  the  great,  enduring  and  stable  things 
of  life.  To  gain  them,  courage  is  the  necessary 
panoply  ;  fear  is  a  dangerous  deterrent.  These 
ideals,  all  will  admit,  form  the  unwritten  moral 
code  of  the  nursing  profession.  But — let  us  pause 
for  a  moment — a  searching  self-examination  will 
reveal  to  the  most  sincere  that  fear,  writ  large,  has 
dimmed  our  vision  and  prevented  its  realisation. 
We  have  become  apathetic  and  indifferent,  aye, 
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something  worse-^selfish.  It  is  surely  a  danger 
signal  when  nurses  can  say,  as  many  do,  with 
apparent  unconsciousness  df' their  gross  selfish- 
ness concerning  some  proposed  reform,  "  Well,  it 
won't  do  me  any  good,  I  don't  take  any  interest  in 
it."  Reforms  are  established  to  secure  the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number,  not  for 
insignificant  "  me." 

We  nurses  need  to  create  a  new  atmosphere,  to 
rekindle  the  fire  of  enthusiasm  which  burnt  so 
clear  and  brightly  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
great  pioneers  of  the  modern  nursing  movement  in 
this  and  other  countries.  We  have  drifted  into  a 
state  of  dangerous  individualism.  We  need 
badly     the     spirit     embodied     in     these     words  : 

Whether  one  member  suffer^  all  the  members  suffer 
with  it ;  whether  one  member  rejoice  all  the  members 
rejoice  with  it."  This  alone  will  make  the  nursing 
profession  our  own.  For  this  we  need  dauntless 
courage,  for  it  presupposes  difficulties. 

Why  are  nurses  so  full  of  fear  ?  Nurses  are 
afraid  of  their  Matrons,  Matrons  are  afraid  of 
their  Committees.  It  is  a  fact  which  can't  be 
denied,  it  is  obvious  enough.  This  devitalising 
quality  is  like  a  vampire,  it  sucks  the  lifeblood 
from  the  body  of  nursing.  Why  are  nurses  so 
afraid  of  their  Matrons  ? 

Respect,  which  is  due  to  them,  is  one  thing, 
but  fear  is  quite  another  thing.  This  fearsome- 
ness  which  tends  so  much  to  vitiate  character, 
and  is  so  hindering  to  progress,  has  grown  apace 
during  the  past  three  years.  The  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  we  are  given  to  understand,  is 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  democratic  govern- 
ment, and  stands  for  greater  freedom  for  the 
nurses,  and  yet  we  hear  over  and  over  again 
from  the  nurses  themselves,  who  have  become 
members,  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  inclinations 
to  join  it ;  their  Matrons  had  practically  compelled 
them  to  do  so  by  exercising  undue  pressure. 
W^hat  a  glaring  contradiction,  what  a  demonstrable 
proof  that  "  things  are  not  what  they  seem  "  ! 

W^hy  don't  nurses  reply,  upon,  such  occasions, 
courageously  and  politely,  that  they  would  prefer 
to  study  a  question  which  concerns  themselves 
and  their  profession  so  intimately  before  com- 
mitting themselves.  If  all  nurses  had  the  courage 
to  assume  this  attitude  of  dignified  independence 
the  whole  body  of  nursing  would  receive  a  great 
impetus  of  moral  strength,  while  the  self-respect 
of  the  individuals  would  be  increased  and  the 
community  benefited.  What  an  enormous  difter- 
ence  it  would  make !  what  a  much  greater  pro- 
fession ours  should  be,  and  how  much  prouder 
we  should  be  of  it,  and  how  jealously  we  should 
guard  its  honour'!  A  profession  built  up  upon 
the  strong  rock  of  courage,  self-respect  and 
stability   of   character,   coujid   remove   mountains. 

By  fear  do  we  create  diffijculties,  and  by  more 
fear  we  perpetually  increase  them.  These  arti- 
ficial barriers  are  of  our  making,  and  could  be 
thrown  down  by  the  action  of  our  own  free  will. 
We  are  rejoicing  over  a  great  measure  of  victory 


that  we  have  just  gained  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  we  look  forward  with  faith  and  hope  to  a 
complete  victory.  To  whom  do  we  owe  it  ? 
Largely,  very  largely  to  the  courage  d^nd.  fearlessness 
of  our  leaders.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  all 
people  of  strong  character  are  inspired  by  a  firm, 
belief  in  their  own  cause,  whatever  it  may  be. 
It  is  their  creed.  We  have  our  professional  creed 
too.  We  believe  in  the  greatness  of  our  profession, 
its  potentialities  and  possibilities.  We  believe  that 
"  Courage  is  on  all  hands  considered  an  essential 
of  high  character."  'We  also  believe  in  the  necessity 
of  raising  the  blockade  of  craven  fear. 

Beatrice  Kent, 

M.R.B.N.A. 


THE  TRAINING,  QUALIFICATIONS,  AND 
DUTIES    OF    HEALTH    VISITORS. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday,  April 
loth,  Sir  H.  Harris  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  "  whether  he  proposes  to 
issue  an  order  prescribing"  the  qualifications  and 
salaries  of  health  visitors ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is 
willing  to  receive  suggestions  on  the  subject?  " 

Dr.  Addison  replied  :  "  I  have  the  subject  of  the 
training,  qualifications  and  duties  of  health  visitors 
now  under  consideration ;  and  though  my  hon. 
Friend  will  no  doubt  assume  that  I  have  comp>etent 
advisers,  I  shall,  of  course,  be  happy  to  receive 
suggestions  from  him.  L  may  add  that  I  have 
already  invited  suggestions  from  a  number  of 
representative  persons." 

We  commend  the  incident  to  the  notice  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in  Public 
Health  Work. 


MARRIAGES. 


On  the  nth  inst.,  at  New  Court  Chapel,  ToUing- 
ton  Park,  London,  N.,  Nurse  Beatrice  M.  Lindsey 
was  married  to  Dr.  Scott  Leyton. 

Nurse  Lindsey  was  trained  at  the  Dudley  Road 
and  Selly  Oak  Infirmaries,  Birmingham,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses 
Association  in  1918. 

The  bridesmaid  was  Nurse  Rainbow,  also 
trained  at  those  Infirmaries,  and  a  member  of  the 
R.B.N.A.  The  duties  of  the  best  man  were  dis- 
charged by  Mr.  S.  J.  Wareham,  F.R.C.S. 


The  marriage  took  place  recently  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Earp,  the  popular  water-colour  painter,  to  Miss 
Kate  C.  Atherton,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association,  and  also  Medallist 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Her  fellow 
members  unite  in  wishing  her  and  her  husband 
much  happiness. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the   Corporation. 

10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 
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IRISH   NURSES'   HOSTEL.  APPOINTMENTS. 


The  seventh  Annual  Report  and  Accounts  of 
the  Irish  Nurses'  Co-operative  Hostel  Co., 
Ltd.,  held  at  the  Regfistered  Office  of  the  Com- 
pany, 34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  on 
April  7th,  proves  that  nurses  can  manage  their 
own  affairs  with  satisfaction  to  themselves  and 
profit  to  the  shareholders.  The  net  profit  on 
the  year's  working,  including  dividends  and 
interest,  and  deducting  Income  Tax,  is 
;£i49  14s.  8d.,  which,  with  the  balance  from 
the  last  account,  made  ;^io4  los.  5d.  available 
for  allocation.  Out  of  this  the  Directors 
recommended  the  payment  of  a  dividend  on 
share  capital  of  5  per  cent.,  free  of  Income 
Tax ;  they  also  paid  a  bonus  to  nurses  and 
workers  at  the  rate  of  is.  6d'.  per  month  from 
February  ist,  191 6,  to  February  ist,  191 9, 
amounting  to  £117  17s.  6d.  Sixty-six  nurses 
have  been  employed  at  different  times  in  the 
year ;  eleven  resigned  to  take  other  posts,  and 
three  on  their  marriage.  Seventeen  new  nurses 
joined  the  staff,  and  all  were  well  employed. 
We  congratulate  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
their  very  capable  Secretary,  Miss  A.  Carson- 
Rae,  on  the  success  attained. 


THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL. 


A  meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council  will  be  held 
at  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  on  Friday, 
April  25th,  1919,  at  3.15  p.m.  After  the  routine 
business  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  will  speak  on 
"  The  Progress  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
(Central  Committee)  in  the  House  of  Commons." 

Tea  will  be  served  at  Selfridge's  [^Cafeteria, 
which  is  next  door. 


PRESENTATION. 

Miss  Goodwill,  who  has  been  Acting  Matron  at 
the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Whitby  for  the  past  three 
years,  has  Ibeen  presented  by  tbe  Ladies'  Committee 
and  several  friends  with  a  silver  tea  set  in  recogni- 
tion of  her  services.  Miss  Goodwill  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  North  Riding  Infirmary  at  Middlesbrough 
for  several  years. 


PENNILESS   ARMY   NURSES. 

Major  McLean  recently  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  was  aware  that  nurses  fre- 
quently arrived  in  England  on  demobilisation 
penniless,  and  if  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent 
this  happening  in  future  ? 

The  reply  was  that  steps  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  this  happening. 


LADY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

West  Kent  General  Hospital,  Maidstone. — ^Miss 
Winifred  M.  Furze  has  been  appointed  Lady  Superin- 
tendent. She  .  was  trained  at  University  College 
Hospital,  London,  where  she  holds  the  position  of 
Assistant-Matron. 

MATRON. 

Princess    Alice    Memorial    Hospital,    Eastbourne.— 

Miss  C.  Innes  Grifhn  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Westminster  Hospital,  London.  She 
was  then  attached  for  seven  years  to  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  for 
the  last  three  years  at  the  Military  Hospital,  East- 
bourne, for  two  years  as  Nursing  Sister,  and  for  one 
year  as  Matron.  Miss  Griffin  resigned  from  the  Army 
Service  on  April  i,   19 19. 

The  Lady  Home  Cottage  Hospital,  Douglas,  Lanark- 
shire.— Miss  Margaret  M.  Hewetson  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Wolverhampton 
and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital,  and  was  temporary 
Charge  Sister  in  the  training  school,  private  nurse  for 
four  years,  and  has  for  three-and-a-half  years  been 
Nursing  Sister  at  the  ist  S.  General  Hospital,  Edgbas- 
ton,  Birmingham.  Miss  Hewetson  holds  the  certificate 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

York  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Fairfield  House,  near 
York. — Miss  Edith  Newsome  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  received  her  training  in  general  nursing 
at  the  Portsmouth  Infirmary,  and  in  midwifery  at 
University  College  Hospital,  London.  She  has  held 
the  positions  of  pupil  Matron  at  Lord  Kinnaird's 
Hostel,  Westbourne  Park ;  Holiday  Sister  at  Dudley 
Union  Infirmary ;  Charge  Nurse  L.C.C.  Special 
Schools,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.  ;  Health  Visitor  and 
Inspector  of  Midwives  for  the  County  of  Warwick ; 
Lecturer  on  Nursing,  Hygiene,  and  Infant  Care, 
Gloucestershire  School  of  Domestic  Science  ;  Super- 
intendent Nurse,  Worcester  Union  Infirmary ;  and 
Matron  of  the  New  Hall  Hey  Auxiliary  Military 
Hospital,  Rawtenstall.  She  is  a  certified  midwife, 
and  holds  certificates  in  hygiene. 

NURSE     MATRON, 

Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. — ^Miss 
Kathleen  Welch  Buckingham  has  been  appointed 
Nurse  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  London 
Hospital,  and  has  been  Matron  of  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
Halstead,  Essex,  and  has  had  experience  of  war 
nursing  as  a  member  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service. 

SISTER. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Hornsea.— Miss  1.  Smythe  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Ton- 
bridge  Infirmary,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Sister 
under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  at  the 
Southerngand  Brook  Hospitals. 

Rochdale  Municipal  Maternity  and  Infants'  Hospital.— 

Miss  Florence  Clifton  has  been  appointed  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Hackney  Infirmary,  London  ; 
and  has  been  engaged  in  military  nursing  since  19 14 
in  Belgium,  France,  Serbia,  Russia,  where  she  had 
experience  in  the  nursing  of  cases  of  small  pox,  a 
disease  rarely  seen  by  nurses  in  this  country  and 
in  the  Army  Nursing  Service  at  Stoke  War  Hospital 
since  19 17. 
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NURSING    AT    THE    RED    CROSS 
CONFERENCE  AT  CANNES. 


Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Matron  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  London,  and  Miss  Gill,  Lady  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh, 
have  recently  returned  from  the  Conference  of 
the  "  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  Societies  "  at 
Cannes,  which  they  had  been  invited  to  as  British 
delegates   on   nursing. 

The  Conference  had  been  called  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  the  organisa- 
tion, which  was  entirely  in  their  hands,  had  been 
admirably  carried  out.  All  the  delegates  were 
the  guests  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

It  is  felt  to  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction 
that  the  nursing  profession  was  represented,  and 
that  a  nursing  section  of  the  Conference  had 
been  arranged  for. 

The  delegates  included  representatives  from 
all  the  allied  countries,  and  amongst  those  present 
were  many  famous  doctors  and  scientists. 

The  nursing  delegates  were  : — 

America. — Miss  Julia  C.  Stimson  (Chairman), 
Director  of  Nursing  Service,  American  Expedi- 
tionary Force,  and  (in  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  Miss  Delano)  Miss  Carrie  M.  Hall,  Chief  Nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France. 

Great  Britain.; — Miss  Gill,  R.R.C.  (Secretary),. 
Lady  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  Royal  Infirmary, 
Edinburgh;     Miss    Lloyd    Still,    C.B.E.,    R.R.C, 
Matron,   St.   Thomas's  Hospital,  and  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Nightingale  Training  School. 

France. — The  Countess  Roussy  de  Sales, 
French  Red. Cross  (Secour  ctu  Blesse  Militairej. 

Italy. — Professor  Emelia  Anselmi,  Secy. 
Ispethrice  Generale  dela  Infermerie  Volonteria 
Croce  Rossa  Italiana  ;  the  Countess  Nerina 
Gigliucci,  Infermiere  Volonteria,  Croce  Rossa 
Italiana. 

There  was  no  nursing  delegate  from  Japan. 

The  Committee  of  Red  Cross  Societies  was 
constituted  to  formulate  and  propose  to  the 
Red  Cross  Societies  of  the  world  an  extended 
programme  of  Red  Cross  activities  in  the  interests 
of   humanity. 

The  Conference  comprised  the  following  sec- 
tions :  (i)  Preventive  Medicine  ;  (2)  Child  Wel- 
fare ;  (3)  Tuberculosis  ;  (4)  Malaria  ;  (5)  Venereal 
Disease  ;    (6)    Nursing. 

All  the  members  met  in  general  conference 
each  morning,  and  the  sections  met  in  Committee 
each  afternoon. 

Very  graphic  and  interesting  accounts  were 
given  of  Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  work, 
both  in  America  and  Great  Britain.  It  was 
recognised  the  success  of  all  branches  of  .  public 
health  work  must  depend  largely  on  the  employ- 
ment of  trained  women,  and  the  necessity  of .  a 
great  increase  in  the  present  number  of  trained 
workers  was  pointed  out.  Many  thousands  it 
was  said  would  be  required  in  the  near  future. 

Miss  Julia  C.  Stimson  presented  a  preliminary 
e   port  from  the  Nursing  Committee.     In  drafting 


any  report,  the  difference  in  the  standards  of 
nursing  in  the  allied  countries  had  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  subject  had  to  be 
treated  on  very  broad  lines. 

The  British  and  American  delegates  who  met 
in  conference  some  days  before  the  arrival  of 
those  from  Italy  and  France,  felt  strongly  that 
many  of  the  subjects  under  discussion  were  very 
far-reaching,  and  would  necessarily  affect  large 
bodies  of  workers,  and  that  before  any  decisions 
were  arrived  at,  a  much  larger  and  more  repre- 
sentative body  of  professional  women  should 
meet  to  consider  them,  and  this  was  eventually 
included  as  a  recommendation  in  the  preliminary 
report. 

Among  the  recommendations  were  that,  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  International  Red 
Cross  Bureau,  there  should  be  a  department 
of  nursing  to  act  as  an  intelligence  centre  and  to 
undertake  propaganda,  and  also  that  National 
Red  cross  organisations  should  keep  registers 
of  trained  nurses  available  for  any  national  or 
local  emergency,  as  well  as  registers  of  Red  Cross 
workers,  with  full  data  of  their  experience. 

It  was  recognised  that  the  Red  Cross  organisa- 
tions possess  enormous  possibilities  for  assisting 
the  medical  profession  in  a  world  health  campaign, 
and  in  addition  to  funds  and  existing  organisations, 
they  have  in  all'  countries  a  valuable  asset  in 
.personnel,  which  includes  both  the  fully  trained 
professional  nurses  and  the  untrained  and  partially 
trained  workers.  It  was  considered  desirable 
that  facilities  for  training  in  public  health  and 
social  welfare  should  be  afforded  to  both  these 
classes,  large  numbers  of  whom  are  being  released 
from  war  work. 

With  regard  to  the  Red  Cross  workers,  it  was 
thought  that  many  would  after  the  war  be  willing 
to  take  up  definite  and  regular  work,  and  that 
others  would  be  obliged  by  circumstances  to 
do   so. 

Tributes  were'  paid  to  the  work  during  the  war 
both  of  the  trained  nurses  and  of  the  V.A.D. 
members,  and  Auxiliary  Red  Cross  nurses,  and 
their  devotion  to  duty  even  unto  death  was 
mentioned  by  several  speakers. 

Among  the  questions   deferred  for  future  dis- 
cussion  were   the   requirements   and   training  for 
public  health  work,  and  the  use  which  could  be  " 
made  of  the  material  already  to  hand. 

A  great  many  informal  conversations  regarding 
nursing  conditions  in  the  various  countries  took 
place,  and  it  was  noted  that  the  nursing  problems 
arising  out  of  the  war,  which  each  country  had 
to  face,  were  very  similar,  the  principal  problem 
being  the  shortage  of  trained  nurses  and  the 
necessity  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  trained 
orderlies  of  a  junior  grade  of  nurse.  It  was 
interesting  to  note  the  way  in  which  each  country 
had  dealt  with  it. 


A  war  gratuity  will  be  given  to  Voluntary  Aid 
Detachment  nurses  in  Army  employment,  and 
Mr.  Forster  says  it  is  hoped  to  make  an  announce- 
ment on  the  subject  shortly. 
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HEALTH  WEEK  IN  THE  HOUSE.  OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 


Last  week  may  be  called  Health  Week  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  According  to  The  Observer, 
in  the  full  House  the  following  was  the  programme 
of  work  accomplished  : — 

Housing  Bill :    Second  Reading. 

Ministry   of   Health   Bill :     Report   and   Third 

Reading. 
Scottish  Board  of  Health  Bill :  Report  and  Third 
Reading. 
Besides  this  the  House  found  time  for  full-dress 
discussions  on  Pensions  for  Mothers.  Meantime, 
upstairs  another  half-dozen  important  measures 
were  being  thrashed  out  in  detail  in  the  Grand 
Committees,  including  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill.  ' '  In  my  own  Department,"  said  Major  Astor, 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  on  Tuesday,  "  we  have  had  to-day 
four  separate  Bills  in  this  House,  and  Dr.  Addison 
and  myself  have  had  to  divide  ourselves  between 
the  House  and  two  Committees  upstairs  dealing 
with  Housing  and  with  the  Scottish  Ministry  of 
HeaLth  and  Registration  of  Nurses." 

It  is  most  encouraging  to  find  our  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill  ranking  as  a  health  measure  in  such 
good  company  as  the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill,  and 
the  Housing  Bill — both  dealing  with  legislation  of 
first-class  importance.  It  is  good  to  have  a 
Medical  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
supported  by  intelligent  officials,  who  realise  the 
importance  of  an  Ai  standard  of  health  in  the 
community,  and  to  know  they  realise  Nursing  as  an 
important  factor  in  attaining  it. 

"  Registered  "  nurses  look  forwa,rd  to  strenuous 
work  in  support  of  the  Ministry, 


The  League  of  Nations  Commission  received, 
on  April  nth,  a  deputation  from  the  Internationa! 
Council  of  Women  and  the  Conference  of  Women 
Suffragists  of  the  Allied  Countries  and  the  United 
States.  The  deputation  was  introduced  by .  the 
Marchioness  of  Aberdeen,  President  of  the  Council. 
She  urged  the  following  points  :  (i)  That  women 
should  be  eligible  to  sit  on  all  bodies  and  to  fill  all 
offices  set  up  under  the  League ;  {2)  States 
entering  the  League  to  suppress  the  traffic  in 
women  and  children  and  the  licensing  of  houses 
of  ill-fame  ;  (3)  That  the  principle  of  women's 
suffrage  be  recognised  by  the  League ;  (4)  An 
international  bureau  of  education  to  be  established  ; 
(5)  An  international  bureau  of  hygiene  to  be 
established. 

The  deputation  was  cordially  received  and 
President  Wilson  expressed  great  sympathy  with 
all  the  objects  brought  forward. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  request  of  women  to 
be  made  eligible  for  all  bodies  and  posts  under  the 
League  has  been  granted.  A  clause  regarding  the 
white  slave  traffic  has  also  been  incorporated. 
The  President  mentioned  to  the  deputation  that 
where  any  referendum  was  to  be  taken  provision 
had  been  made  to  take  the  votes  of  women  as  well 
as  men.  And  steps  are  being  taken  in  connection 
with  the  Red  Cross  to  start  an  international 
hygiene  section. 


THE 


MEDICAL    PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 


CONFERENCE. 

The  Medical  Parliamentary  Committee  has 
issued  an  invitation  to  medical  societies  interested 
in  health  questions,  which  have  as  their  objective, 
or  take  an  interest  in  medico-political  activity, 
to  a  conference,  to  be  held  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Sir  W.  Watson  Cheyne,  Bart.,  K.C.M.G., 
M.P.,  at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  S.W., 
on  Friday,  May  2nd,  1919,  at  3  p.m. 

A  few  organisations  concerned  with  nursing, 
pharmacy,  and  hospital  administration  have 
been  invited  to  send  representatives  to  the 
Conference,  and  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  is  amongst  the 
organisations  of  nurses  which  has  accepted  the 
invitation.  During  the  consideration  of  their 
Bill  in  Parliament,  the  nurses  have,  by  deputation, 
placed  their  case  before  the  Madical  Parliamentary 
Committee,  and  through  its  courtesy  have  been 
able  to  present  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill. 


A  compromise  on  the  subject  of  electoral  reform 
has  been  arrived  at  in  Belgium,  after  prolonged 
conference  between  the  three  parties  in  the 
Chamber.  Those  to  have  votes,  besides  all  men 
over  21,  are  (i)  unremarried  widows  of  soldiers 
killed  at  the  Front  in  the  war  previous  to  January 
ist,  1919,  or  failing  the  widows  the  mothers,  if 
these  are  not  remarried  widows  ;  (2)  widows  or 
mothers  of  civilians  shot  by  the  enemy ;  (3) 
women  imprisoned  by  the  enemy  for  patriotic  acts. 
The  Bill  was  carried  unanimously  and  with  en- 
thusiasm by  a  full  House. 


The  Institution  of  Naval  Architects,  at  their 
resumed  conference  at  the  Society  of  Arts, 
elected  their  first  three  lady  associates  following 
the  decision  to  open  their  membership  to  ladies. 
They  included  Miss  Emily  M.  L.  Keary,  a  young 
lady  of  26,  who  was  referred  to  as  having  assisted 
in  the  drawing  of  one  of  the  fastest  warships. 
The  two  other  ladies  are  Miss  R.  M.  Parsons, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Women's  Engineering 
Society,  and  Miss  B.  C.  Thorneycroft.  Sir 
William  Smith,  who  presided,  said  that  the 
necessary  alterations  of  the  rules  to  allow  the 
admission  of  women  would  require  the  sanction 
of  the  Privy  Council. 

There  is  a  commendable  disposition  just  now 
to  perrnit  women  to  do  any  work  for  which 
they  prove  themselves  capable. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


^^  T^  YE.    are    greatly    gratified     by     the     constant 

%  ^/   /    appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 

%/k/     by    the    Medical    Profession ;     and    we    are 

T  ▼       satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits   are 

known    the    more    widely    it    will    be    used. 

The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 


F*        1.  ^  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

»*  *^^  •  branch    is   under   the   charge  of   a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 


branch   is   perfect  —  no    makeshift 


Q  J  ,   The    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OwCOnCl  •   branch   is   perfect  —  1 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

Third : 


All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P/^ii*»|-Vfc  •  "^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 
*  wUriil  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We    have    confidence     in    inviting    you    to    send 
Prescriptions  to 


your 


The 


Chemists 


555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT   THE   COUNTRY. 


SIR  JESSE  BOOT. 
Manacing  Director. 


Head  Office :  STATION  ST  . 
NOTTINGHAM. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"THE   GREAT  INTERRUPTION.'* 

This  collection  of  short  stories  deals  with  the 
war  from  a  military  and  civilian  point  of  view. 
The  series  starts  with  "  The  Great  Interruption," 
a  story  of  the  unspeakable  tragedy  in  a  young 
girl's  life,  which  followed  in  the  wake  of  the 
Huns. 

The  people  of  Saint  Chose  were  very  proud — 
taking  pride  in  their  country  because  it  was 
France,  pride  in  their  village  because  no  German 
had  ever  set  foot  in  it.  "  Not  one  throughout 
the  war.  A  piece  of  rare  good  fortune.  Not  a 
single  German  has  entered  our  village.  Monsieur 
can  ask  the  cure,  or  the  mayor.  They  will  tell 
monsieur  the  same  thing." 

The  Nodiers  and  their  house  were  typical  of 
the  rest  of  the  village.  They  had  pushed  them- 
selves out  of  the  parlours  and  dining  room  on  the 
ground  floor  ;  they  had  given  up  the  whole  of 
the  first  floor  to  their  military  guests.  A  paper 
od  the  staircase  door  that  led  to  the  upper  portion 
of  the  house  gently  announced  that  a  small 
portion  of  the  house  was  reserved  for  the  family. 
Achille  was  in  the  Artillery,  now  down  in  Cham- 
pagne. "  Yes,  he  is  a  good  boy,"  said  his  father, 
courteously  accepting  any  compliment  that  one 
offers. 

The  girl  that  their  beloved  son  was  going  to 
marry  had  been  taken  captive  by  the  enemy  in 
•E914. 

At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  Mademoiselle 
Yvonne  had  set  herself  to  do  nursing  in  an 
amateur  way. 

The  Germans  had  taken  Yvonne  and  many 
others  for  hostages.  The  story  does  not  hesitate 
to  tell  the  insults  she  suffered  at  their  hands, 
this  poor  Yvonne,  who,  to  cover  up  her  shame, 
told  how  it  was  a  French  officer  who  was  the 
father  of  her  unborn  child. 

r    Old   Nodier  killed   the   child   when   it   arrived, 
and  buried  it  in  the  garden. 

"A  German  in  our  village  !  What  else  should 
I  do  ?  " 

"  Did  the  mother  consent  ?  " 

"  Oh,  no  !     A  mother  is  always  a  mother." 

And  because  of  what  she  has  suffered  said 
Nodier,  my  son  shall  marry  her  and  while  we  live 
we  will  try  to  make  her  forget. 

A  story  of  grim  tragedy  this,  but  there  are 
others  of  a  lighter  vein. 

"  Rather  late  "  is  an  episode  of  the  air  raids. 
Mr.  Ringe,  a  munition  worker,  had  "  a  heavy 
sense  "  that  Fate  was  thwarting  him  in  an 
inexplicable  but  miserably  complete  style. 

"  The  money — the  good  money ^ — that  is  now 
made  by  all,  not  only  the  skilled  mechanic  like 
meself,  but  by  the  unskilled  'and,  and  any 
hobblede'oy  youth  or  'ussy  of  a  gel." 


He  thought  of  war  workers  no  better  than  him- 
self who  had  risen  to  affluence.  Why  had  he  not 
risen  ? 

"  Becos  I  'ave  a  millstone  'anging  round  me 
neck." 

"  Breakfast  ready  ?  " 

"  Not  quite,"  said  Mrs.  Ringe. 

Not  quite.     No,  that  summed  it  up. 

In  short,  Mrs.  Ringe  and  the  young  Ringes  were 
the  millstone.  And  on  the  day  in  question,  not- 
withstanding that  it  was  his  birthday,  and  that 
he  had  had  a  rasher  for  his  breakfast  as  a  surprise, 
he  was  making  up  his  mind  to  disappear  in 
company  with  a  certain  sprightly  Mrs.  Yates  he 
had  met  casually  that  day. 

The  unmistakable  sound  of  gunfire  interrupted 
their   arrangements. 

"  'N  air  raid  !  "  said  Mr.  Ringe,  springing  up 
frorh  the  table.  "  Those  cursed  'Uns  have  come 
back  again." 

His  wife  and  children  ceased  to  be  "  millstones  " 
in  the  awful  moment  that  he  found  his  home 
demolished. 

He  found  them,  however,  safe  in  a  shelter. 
"  He  was  kissing  his  wife's  wet  face,  he  was  hugging 
his  grubby  children. 

'  What  'ave  they  got  in  their  'ands  ?  Biscuits  ?  ' 

'  No,,  it's  your  birthday  presents  what  they 
bought  for  you.'  " 

Joan  of  Arc  "  is  another  good  story  of  a  maid- 
servant who,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  felt  the 
call  of  her  country  after  seeing  the  film  "  Joan  of 
Arc,"  in  company  with  a  young  soldier  whom  she 
met  outside  the  theatre. 

I  passed  the  remark  whether  you  were  going 
in  to  see  the  show  ?  " 

"  I  wasn't  intending,"  Adelaide  gasped. 

"  No  more  was  I,"  said  the  soldier  ;  "  that  is 
not  alone.  But  I  don't  mind,  if  you  don't. 
Shall  us  ?  " 

Adelaide  subsequently  tried  to  be  a  W.A.A.C., 
a  W.R.E.N.,  a  V.A.D.  She  tried  to  be  all  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  she  eventually  returned 
to  service  and  "  carried  on,"  by  doing  the  work 
of  three  servants  in  the  domestic  crisis.  When 
Dick  returned  he  found  a  very  capable  girl  awaiting 
him. 

They  went  to  the  cinema  theatre — the  one 
where  they  had  first  met — and  sat  with  clasped 
hands,  except  when  the  lights  went  up.  Though 
Adelaide  felt  that  she  had  not  attained  to  her 
ideals,  she  was  quite  happy. 
tel-tld     I  :  :  ;     ;  H.   H. 


*  By 
London. 


W.    B.    Maxwell.     Hutchinson    &    Co. 


COMING    EVENT. 

April  25th. — Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  :  Quarterly  Meeting,  The  President, 
Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  presiding.  431, 
Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i.     3.30  p.m. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR., 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  5EEN  A  GHOST? 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — With  regards  to  various  letters,  &c., 
appearing  of  late  in  your  issues,  I  should  like  to 
state  an  experience  of  my  own,  or  so,  re  telepathy. 

When  I  left  England  in  19 16,  I  left  my  deputy 
at  my  civil  job,  in  not  very  good  health,  but  had 
not  heard  of  her  being  any  worse.  In  the  March 
of  19 1 7  I  had  a  dream  or  vision,  call  it  as  you  will, 
in  which  she  was  in  bed  very  ill,  and  the  then 
Vice-President  of  the  Hospital  appeared  and  said  : 
"  Tell  me  how  she  is,  I  cannot  see  her,  is  she  fit 
to   move  ?" 

I  wrote  home  at  once  with  regard  to  this,  and 
my  letter  crossed  theirs,  informing  me  the  then 
Vice-Chairman  had  been  very  ill  and  operated  on 
for  glaucoma  (at  that  time),  and  that  he  had 
arranged  for  private  ambulance  transport  to  take 
my  deputy  home,  she  being  otherwise  too  ill  to 
travel  (T.B.  pulmonary,  unfortunately). 

She  also  appeared  to  me  the  day  she  passed 
away,  and  again  most  vividly  on  the  anniversary 
of  that  day. 

Again.  I  was  at  this  time  assistant  in  a  civil 
hospital  in  England  some  years  ago,  and  there 
was  to  be  a  new  resident  H.S.  I  did  not  see  him 
at  night,  as  he  had  not  arrived  till  the  late  train. 
On  visiting  the  Matron  in  the  morning,  she  said  : 

"  Did    you    see    Mr.    ?"     I    said,     "  No," 

but  gave  her  an  exact  description  of  him  as  he 
had  appeared  to  me  during  the  night,  correct, 
as  it  transpired,  to  clothes,  &c.,  and  looks,  and 
in  the  exact  place  in  the  corridor  of  the  hospital 
in  which  I  afterwards  met  him. 

He  one  day  later  asked  me  in  what  place  we 
had  met  before.  I  could  not  tell  him— as,  as  far 
as  I  knew,  I  had  never  set  eyes  on  him  till  that 
day  after  his  arrival  at  the  hospital. 

It  is  in  the  same  way  I  often  think  of  some  one 
suddenly  that  I  have  not  written  to  for  a  long 
time  and  write  to  them,  later  receiving  a  letter 
from  them  dated  the  same  date  as  my  own  would 
be. 

I   remain, 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  M.  BiCKHAM, 

A/Matron,  T.F.N.S. 


give  information  on  this  point  in  a  future  number 
of  the  B.J.N." 

Miss  Amy  Newman  :  "  It  is  a  pity  the  College 
people  cannot  realise  how  right  and  just  it  is 
that  the  pioneer  Registration  Bill  should  take 
precedence  of  a  Bill  drafted  by  its  Council.  Why 
should  the  College  come  along  and  '  steal  our 
thunder  '  and  our  liberty  at  the  same  time  ?  " 

Sister  Faith  :  "  How  ungenerous  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  attack  our  Bill  in  Parliament. 
Just  like  them.  I  know  several  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  they  are  determined  the  nurses 
shall  not  be  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  this  self-sufficient  body  of  persons." 

Staff  Nurse  E.  Graham  :  j  "  No  body  of  Nurses 
is  more  delighted  at  the  turn  of  events  in  Parlia- 
ment than  Scottish  nurses.  We  feel  we  can 
breathe  again." 

Irish  Sister :  "So  thankful  we  sat  tight  on 
the  registration  question.  We  said  we  would 
not  be  controlled  by  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
London,  and  we  will  not." 

Many  Sisters  and  Nurses  :  "  We  do  hope  we 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Major  Barnett 
and  Sir  Samuel  Scott  some  of  these  days.  We 
want  to  shake  them  warmly  by  the  hand,  and  all 
the  other  kind  friends  in  Parliament,  who  are 
showing  sympathy  with  and  understanding  of 
our  cause. "r— (We  had  better  not  count  our 
chickens  before  they  are  hatched,  but  should 
our  Bill  become  law  this  Session  there  is  little 
doubt  that  we  must  celebrate  the  great  event  in 
an  appropriate  manner,  and  this  cannot  be  done 
without  returning  thanks. — Ed.) 

Sister  Children's  Hospital  :  "  I  agree  with  you, 
a  Special  Register  for  Nurses  trained  in  Children's 
Hospitals  will  have  a  fatal  result  so  far  as  these 
hospitals  are  concerned.  Bright  girls  will  train  in 
hospitals  which  will  qualify  them  for  the  General 
and  not  a  Supplementary  Register,  which  will 
stamp  them  as  semi -trained." 

A  Tuberculosis  Nurse  writes  :  "I  was  delighted 
with  the  admirable  '  Paper  on  a  Sanatorium  for 
Nurses  '  contributed  last  week  by  a  '  Nurse 
Patient.'  In  my  experience,  especially  in  private 
sanatoria,  there  is  much  too  much  dish  washing 
and  housework  extracted  from  the  patients, 
and  as  for  ward  sweeping  it  should  be  strictly 
forbidden.  I  agree  with  your  various  corres- 
pondents that '  noise  '  is  one  of  the  greatest  abuses 
in  Sanatoria,  and  the  lack  of  privacy  a  perfect 
penance  for  the  more  refined  patients." 


KERNELS   FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

E.  Horton  writes  :  "  It  is  time  some  of  us 
engaged  in  baby  work  waked  up,  as  Miss  J. 
Paterson  says  in  her  interesting  article  on  '  Baby 
Feeding.'  She  says  not  a  word  of  how  one  can 
get  a  course  of  instruction  at  Dr.  Truby  King's 
Babies  of  the  Empire  Centre.     Perhaps  she  will 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

April  19/A.— What  new  inventions  have  you 
seen  in  use  during  the  War  ? 

April  26th. — How  would  you  care  for  be<Js, 
bedding,  blankets,  rubber  sheeting  and  ward 
linen,  to  keep  them  economically  hygienic  when 
in  hospital  use  ? 

We  regret  we  were  unable  to  award  a  prize  this 
week. 
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CENTRAL    MIDLIVES    BOARD. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Mid  wives' 
Board  was  held  at  the  Offices,  i,  Queen  Anne's 
Gate  Buildings,  S.W.,  on  Tuesday,  April  15th. 

Election  of  Chairman. 
Sir  Francis  Champneys  was  re-elected  Chairman. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mrs.  R.  A.  Nesham 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne),  thanking  the  Board  for 
its  Resolution  of  sympathy  on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  the  late  Dr.  R.  A.  Nesham,  and  its 
appreciation  of  his  services  as  Presiding  Examiner 
at  the  Newcastle  Centre. 

Letters  were  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council — 

(i)  Transmitting  an  Order  from  the  Lords  of 
the  Council,  approving  additional  Rules  E  12  (a) , 
E  22    (i)    (/),   E  23    (/),   and  F  3  and  4. 

(2)  Stating  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Privy 
Council,  the  question  of  any  modification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Board  should  be  left  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  new  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
that  no  action  in  the  matter  should  be  taken  at 
present. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Miss  Annie  McCall, 
M.D.,  Director  of  the  Clapham  Maternity  Hospital, 
stating  that  in  view  of  Resolution  11  [b)  passed 
at  the  Board  Meeting  on  March  20th,  she  is  now 
prepared  t©  sign,  under  the  conditions  specified 
by  the  Board,. the  certificate  of  attendance  during 
the  lying-in  period  comprised  in  the  Board's 
Examination  Schedule,  in  respect  of  pupils  of  the 
Clapham  Maternity  Hospital  who  have  completed 
the  period  of  training  in  that  respect. 

The  Board  considered  the  case  of  the  presentation 
by  a  candidate  for  the  Examination  of  May  ist 
of  a  birth  certificate  which  had  been  tampered 
with,  with  correspondence  thereon,  and  resolved 
that  the  candidate  be  not  admitted  to  any  exami- 
nation prior  to  that  of  August  ist,    1919. 

The  requests  of  various  candidates  for  examina- 
tion to  furnish  statutory  declarations  in  lieu  of 
certificates  of  birth  or  baptism  were  granted. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  following  midwives 
should  be  admitted  to  the  Roll  of  Midwives  on 
payment  of  the  fee  of  £1    is.   in  virtue   of  the 
following  qualifications  : — 
Cert.  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Ireland. 

Midwife  Ehzabeth  Mary  Fanning  (cert.  National 
Maternity  Hosp.,  DubUn). 

Midwife  Kathleen  Fitzsimons  (cert.  Coombe 
Lying-in  Hosp.,  Dublin). 

Midwife  Ehzabeth  Mackay  (cert.  Coombe  Lying- 
in  Hosp.,  Dublin). 
Cert.  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland. 

Midwife  Helena  Mathieson  (cert.  Royal  Mater- 
nity Hosp.,  Edinburgh). 


Royal 


Royal 


Midwife     Josephine     Thompson     (cert. 
Maternity  Hosp.,  Glasgow). 

Midwife    Mary    Baptist    Coulter    (cert. 
Maternity  Hosp.,  Edinburgh). 

The  Secretary  notified  that  he  had  placed  on  the 
Roll  the  name  of  Midwife  Florence'^MacGillivray 
(No.  48623),  by  reason  of  having  passed  the 
examination  of  tlie  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Scotland. 

Applications. 

For  Voluntary  Removal  from  the  Roll. — The 
applications  of  nine  midwives  for  the  removal 
of  their  names  from  the  Roll  were  received  and  the 
Secretary  directed  to  remove  their  names  from  the 
Roll  and  to  cancel  their  certificates. 

For  Approval  as  Lecturer.  —The  appHcations 
of  Mr.  Percy  Vernon  Davies,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
and  Dr.  Walter  Robert  Dunstan,  D.P.H.,  were 
granted. 

For  Approval  as  Teachers.  —The  applica'^ions 
of  the  following  midwives  were  granted: — Midwife 
Alice  Louise  Crocker  (No.  46001),  Midwife  Florence 
Lucy  Gibson  (No.  46451),  pro  tern. 

Appointment  of  Examiner. 

The  appointment  of  Miss  Annie  McCa^l,  M.D., 
as  one  of  the  examiners  for  the  London  Centre  was 
renewed  for  one  year,  commencing  April  ist. 
Price  of  Publications. 

The  Board  having  considered  the  question  of 
increasing  the  price  of  the  Board's  Rules  and 
Forms,  resolved  (a)  That  the  price  of  the  Register 
of  Cases  be  increased  to  is.  6d.  [b]  That  the  .price 
of  the  Pulse  and  Temperature  Chart  be  increased 
to  is. 


NATIONAL      LEAGUE      FOR     HEALTH. 
MATERNITY,   AND   CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  above  League  refers 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  entrusted  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  Society  with  a  sum  of  / 15,000 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  mothers  and  babies  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  One  of  the  conditions  was 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  care  of  children  of 
the  professional  classes  whose  mothers  have  to 
work  to  support  themselves  and  their  children. 
This  condition  is  being  complied  with  by  the 
establishment  of  a  babies'  hostel,  with  which  will 
be  combined  a  nursery  training  school,  at  Clissold 
Park.  Here  some  twenty  children,  from  birth  to 
seven  years  of  age,  will  have  the  best  of  care  and 
attention  at  a  moderate  inclusive  weekly  charge. 
Another  institution  which  owes  its  inception  to  the 
American  Red  Cross  gift,  is  a  babies'  emergency 
home,  or  second-class  babies'  hostel,  for  children  of 
the  working  classes  who  are  temporarily  deprived 
of  the  care  of  their  mothers.  Thanks  also  to  the 
American  help,  the  League  is  now  ready  to  provide 
thirty  new  ante-natal  clinics,  ten  in  London  and 
twenty  in  the  provinces. 
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"ALL    THE    AIR    IS    THRILLING    WITH 
THE    SPRING." 

In  that  sweet  season  when  the  Year  is  green, 
And  hearts  grow  merry  as  spring-groves  full  of  birds, 
While  life  for  pleasure  ripples  as  it  runs  ; 
And  young  Earth  putteth  forth  the  lovely  things 
She  hath  been  dreaming  through  long  winter  nights; 
Taking  the  Ma^^-tide  in  a  golden  swim. 
Her  blithe  heart  singing  for  the  flooding  cheer ; 
And  field  and  forest  clothed  in  tender  leaf. 
Shower  after  shower,   out-smile  a  livelier  green  ; 
With  dainty  colour  the  kindling  country  dawns  ; 
Death  lieth  low ;     his  hidden  footprints  bloom  ; 
Upon  his  grave  Life  dances  all  in  flowers  : 
And  lying  shell-like  on  our  shore  o'  the  world. 
Thinking  to  music  played  by  hidden  hands. 
We  are  caught  up  to  listening  ear  of  Heaven, 
That  leaneth  down  maternal  meek  to  hear 
Our  inner  murmurs  of  the  eternal  sea. 

— Gerald  Massey. 

' '  All  the  air  is  thrilling-  with  the  Spring", ' ' 
and  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  for  so  long 
have  striven  in  the  shadow  for  rig"hteousness 
and  justice,  for  the  public  and  the  nursing 
profession,  there  is  g^lad  response,  for  they  see 
the  end  of  the  long^  strug-gle,  and  a  vista  opens 
before  them  of  all  that  the  professionally 
enfranchised  nurse  in  the  United  King^dom 
may  do  and  be. 

They  see  her  uplifted  to  a  plane  where,  with 
definite  status  and  enlarged  vision,  she  wUl, 
in  close  association  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  work  for  the  good  of  the  community 
as  a  self-supporting-,  self-respecting^,  honour- 
able, and  honoured  professional  woman,  the 
value  of  whose  skilled  work  moreover  is  esti- 
mated at  a  rate  which  will  enable  her  to  live 
under  conditions  free  from  sordid  financial 
anxiety,  and  thus  to  bring  not  only  skill  and 
devotion,  but  a  mind  undistracted  by  the 
burden  of  poverty  to  bear  on  the  many 
problems  which  confront  her  in  the  discharge 
of  her  duties. 


The  State  registered  nurse  will,  moreover, 
regard  herself,  as  never  before,  as  the  cus- 
todiian  of  the  honour  of  her  profession,  for  to 
be  known  as  a  registered  nurse  will  carry  with 
it  obligations  to  uphold  the  standard  and  the 
dignity  of  a  very  honourable  calling^. 

Long  desired,  and  long  denied  her,  the  State 
recog-nition  of  her  professional  qualification 
will  be  very  precious  to  the  registered  nurse, 
who  has  suffered  bitter  injury  in  the  past,  not 
only  because  the  work  which  should  have  been 
hers  has  been  annexed  by  the  unskilled,  the 
avaricious,  the  unscrupulous,  but  because  she 
has  seen  the  public  victimised,  and  unneces- 
sary suffering  and  loss  of  life  result,  since 
often  it  had  no  means  of  discriminating 
between  the  skilled  and  the  unskilled,  and  so 
took  the  charlatan  at  her  own  valuation. 

It  is  therefore  with  a  thrill  of  exultation, 
atune  with  the  mood  of  spring,  that  trained 
nurses  realize  they  are  within  measurable 
distance  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  hopes  of  many 
years,  and  that  they  will  be  able  to  g-o  forward, 
and  raise  the  profession  which  they  love  and 
honour,  to  a  higher  level  of  efficiency  than 
ever  before. 

For  great  responsibilities  will  rest  upon  the 
nurses  of  the  future  when  they  gain  the 
professional  status.  The  foundations  of  their 
profession  will  have  been  well  and  truly  laid, 
it  will  be  theirs  to  build  a  fair  edifice  on  this 
sure  foundation. 

1   m    I 

GOLDEN     GLORY. 

Daffodils,  daffodils,  primroses,  and  king  cups, 
Aconite,  celandine,  crocus  all  aglow. 
Cowslips,  azaleas,  buttercups,  dandelions, 
Up  above  the  sun  is  gold,  earth  is  gold  below. 
Daffodils,  daffodils,  Spring  that  sings  of  Summer 
The   blessedness   of   April   is   the   blessedness   of 
birth.  ,^        ,        , 

Shall  we  one  day  waken  to  unpictured  golden  glory  .■' 
God  will  hft  us  all  to  Life  as  Springtime  Ufts  the 

earth.  .^    ,,  r 

N.  E.  Mclver. 
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THE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  BLOOD. 


jBy  A.  Knyvett  Gordon,  M.B.,  B.C.,  Cantab., 

Formerly   Lecturer   on   Infectious   Diseases   in 
the   University  of  Manchester. 

The  first  comment  that  I  seem  to  hear  from 
readers  of  this  article  when  they  see  the  title 
thereof  is,  "  What  on  earth  has  it  g"ot  to  do  with 
nursing?  "    That  is  what  I  propose  to  show. 

In  le<ptures  on  Physiology  nurses  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  told  much  about  the  blood  except  that 
it  contains  red  and  white  corpuscles,  and  that 
the  former  carry  oxyg-en  from  the  lungs  to  the 
tissues,  receiving  carbonic  acid  gas  in 
exchange,  while  the  latter  serve  to  destroy 
microbes  and  assist  in  the  repair  of  the  tissues 
after  injury.  This,  however,  is  by  no  means 
the  whole  truth. 

Of  recent  years  a  large  amount  of  research 
has  been  done  in  various  laboratories  with  the 
object  of  investigating  the  changes  in  the 
number  and  variety  of  the  corpuscles  which 
occur  in  disease.  Much  of  this  work  has  been 
of  great  clinical  value,  but  is  in  some  danger 
of  being  buried  in  scientific  reports  which  are 
not  read  by  the  busy  doctor  or  nurse.  By 
many  people,  however,  the  pathology  of  the 
blood  is  thought  to  be  of  great  importance  and 
future  value,  and  as  I  am  strongly  of  that 
opinioni  myself,  I  think  that  a  brief  account  of 
the  bearing  of  these  researches  on  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  the  actual  patient  may  be  of 
interest  to  readers  of  this  Journal. 

l^t  us  take  for  the  moment  a  broad  outlook 
OP  disease  generally,  and  consider  it  as  a  fight 
between  the  patient  and  an  enemy  who'  is 
attacking  him  from  without.  If  we  would 
know  what  is  going  to  happen  we  must  first 
find  out  who  the  enemy  is,  in  what  numbers  he 
has  arrived,  and  of  what  units  his  force  is  com- 
posed.    That  is  known  as  making  a  diagnosis. 

In  the  case  of  diseases  which  are  due  to 
microbes,  pathology  is  of  service  in 
enabling  us  to  settle  this  question  definitely  by 
finding  the  organisms  themselves  in  the 
secretions  of  the  patient,  as  when  we  examine 
a  throat  swab  for  the  presence  of  diphtheria 
bacilli,  or  sputum  for  evidence  of  tuberculosis. 
We  also  use  the  ordinary  methods  of  clinical 
examination,  or  a  sairgical  exploration,  to  dis- 
cover the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  to  estimate 
its  intensity. 

Until  recently  there  was  rather  a  tendency 
to  stop  there  and  to  leave  the  assessing  of  the 
resistance  offered  by  the  patient  largely  to 
intuition.  Very  many  older  nurses  were  excep- 
tionally skflle?i  in  this,  and  I  can  well  remember 


how  grateful  I  was  as  a  young  house  physician 
for  the  unerring  knowledge  that  some  of  the 
older  ward  sisters  seemed  to  possess  of  the 
ultimate  destination  of  a  patient.  I  used  to 
envy  them  and  wonder  how  they  did  it.  Many 
eminent  physicians  also  in  the  past  have 
attained  fame  and  wealth  mainly  on  their  gift 
of  clinical  prophecy. 

Nowadays,  however,  we  can  summon  patho- 
logy to  our  aid  in  investigating  more  accurately 
the  strength  of  the  defending,  as  well  as  of  the 
attacking,  forces. 

The  soldiers  of  the  body  are  the  white 
corpuscles ;  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  there- 
fore, we  should  expect  to  find  an  increase  in 
their  numbers,  just  as  a  country  calls  up  its 
reserves  to  the  colours  when  war  is  declared, 
and  this  is  what  actually  occurs. 

We  should  also'  want  to  know  something 
about  the  quality  of  that  army,  not  only  of 
what  units  it  was  composed,  but  how  many  of 
the  troops  were  untrained  youths  and  seasoned 
veterans  respectively.  So'  it  is  with  the  blood 
corpuscles.  We  can  recognise  not  only  dif- 
ferent kinds,  but  also  youthful  and  elderly 
forms  of  each. 

So  much  for  the  general  principle.  Let  us 
now  see  how  it  works  out  in  detail. 

The  procedure  itself  is  simple.  We  first 
count  the  total  number  of  red  and;  white 
corpuscles  respectively  by  taking  a  drop  of 
blood  of  measured  size  from  a  finger  prick,  and 
then  spread  a  thin  film  on  a  glass  slide  and 
treat  it  with  appropriate  stains  which  enable 
us  to  distinguish  the  different  kinds  of  cell  pre- 
sent by  microscopic  examination. 

For  the  present  we  may  neglect  the  red  cells, 
though  much  valuable  information  can  be 
derived  from  their  study,  and  concentrate  our 
attention  on  the  white  corpuscles. 

These  cells  in  health  are  of  three  main  kinds  : 
Polymorphonuclear  leucocytes  (called  "  Poly- 
morphs "  for  short).  Lymphocytes,  and  Hya- 
lines. There  are  a  few  others,  but  they  are 
not  of  present  importance. 

The  polymorphs  are  the  trench  fighters 
-  of  the  body.  They  have  the  power  of  indepen- 
dent ("  amseboid  ")  movement,  and  are  able  to 
destroy  microbes  by  direct  attack  at  close 
quarters,  a  process  which  is  known  as  phago- 
cytosis. The  lymphocytes  may  be  compared 
to  the  labour  corps  in  that  they  do  not  fight 
hand  to  hand ;  they  are  neither  amaeboid  nor 
phagocytic,  but  they  serve  quite  as  useful  a 
purpose  in  repairing  injuries  to  the  tissues 
caused  by  the  hostile  troops.  The  hyalines,  I 
suppose,  may  be  compared  to  tanks  :  they  are 
very    large    cells,    actively    amaeboid,    and    so 
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powerfully  phag"ocytic  that  they  can  swallow 
up  and  destroy  not  only  individual  microbes, 
but  large  quantities  of  diseased  cells  and 
organisms  en  masse. 

What  about  artillery?  In  disease,  just  as  in 
battle,  much  of  the  fighting-  takes  place  from 
a  distance  by  gunfire.  The  microbes  secrete 
a  poison  (toxin),  and  the  white  corpuscles  sub- 
stances called  antibodies,  which  are  capable 
of  neutralising  the  toxins — antitoxins — or  of 
destroying  the  microbes  themselves — lysins. 
In  the  case  of  the  blood,  however,  this  artillery 
fire  is  not  confined  to  one  particular  corps,  but 
is  performed  in  different  degrees  by  all  three 
types  of  cell. 

Now  let  us  see  what  we  learn  from  the 
general  count  of  corpuscles  and  examination  of 
a  film  with  a  ' '  differential  ' '  count  of  the  pro- 
portion of  each  variety ;  both  are  taken 
together. 

In  health  the  total  numiber  of  white  cells  in 
each  cubic  millimetre  (c.m.m.)  of  blood  is 
about  8,000,  and  the  differential  count  shows 
them  to  consist  (roughly)  of  Polymorphs, 
65  per  cent.  Lymphocytes  30  per  cent.,  and 
Hyalines  5  per  cent.  In  disease  we  may  get 
either  an  increase — leuoocytosis — or  a  diminu- 
tion— ^leucopenia — and  the  proportion  of  the 
different  cells  may  vary. 

Generally  speaking — we  can  neglect  the 
exceptions  for  the  moment — a  total  increase  is 
of  favourable  omen,  for  it  shows,  as  we  might 
expect,  that  the  call  to  the  colours  is  being  met. 
In  lobar  pneumonia,  for  example,  the  total 
count  may  go  up  to  20,000  or  more  in  normal 
cases  on  the  first  day  of  disease.  If  it  is  not 
increased  the  outlook  is  bad.  By  examining 
the  blood,  therefore,  we  can  often  foretell  the 
ultimate  issue  of  the  illness,  a  point  which  is 
of  great  assistance  to  the  nurse  and  patient  or 
his  relatives. 

The  proportionate  increase  of  the  different 
varieties  varies,  however,  in  different  diseases. 
In  those  due  to  infection  by  cocci  there  is 
usually  an  increased  percentage  of  poly- 
morphs ;  this  is  well  seen  in  such  maladies  as 
pneumonia,  appendicitis,  and  septic  infections, 
such  as  wound  infection  and  puerperal 
septicaemia.  When  the  hostile  agent  is 
a  bacillus,  as  in  enteric  fever  and  tuberculosis, 
however,  we  find,  as  a  rule,  a  total  count  that 
is  not  much,  if  at  all,  higher  than  normal,  while 
the  lymphocytes  are  increased  relatively  to  the 
polymorphs.  In  diseases  dtie  to  parasites, 
such  as  malaria,  there  is  often  a  relative 
increase  in  the  hyalines. 

In  warfare  an  intelligence  department  would 
not  content  itself  with  a  single  initial  estimate 
of  the  forces  on  either  side,   but  would  make 


constant  reconnaissances ;  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple we  gain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  progress  of  an  illness  by  examining  the 
blood  at  frequent  intervals,  and  this  is  often 
of  very  great  practical  value. 

For  an  instance  we  will  come  back  to  oui 
patient  with  pneumonia.  I  have  selected  this 
disease  because  it  is  particularly  difficult  to 
form  an  accurate  opinion  on  the  outlook  by 
clinical  methods  alone.  Some  patients  who 
have  only  a  small  patch  of  dulness  in  the  chest 
succumb,  while  others  pull  through  with  .both 
lungs  solid  from  effusion,  and  the  temperature 
chart  similarly  gives  us  little  or  no  help ;  even 
the  pulse — ordinarily  the  most  reliable  guide 
of  all  in  acute  disease — may  fail  us.  We  then 
take  four  hourly  blood  counts.  If  the  total 
num,ber  of  white  cells  steadily  creeps  up  and 
the  comparative  predominance  of  polymorphs  is 
maintained,  the  outlook  is  good,  and  vice- 
versa.  Over  and  over  again  has  one  been  able 
to  tell  the  relatives  that  the  outlook  is  good  or 
the  reverse,  from  examination  of  the  blood 
alone.  In  puerperal  sepsis  also,  repeated  blood 
counts  are  of  inestimable  value. 

Bait  we  can  go  further  than  this.  It  is 
known  from  laboratory  research  that  the  red 
and  white  corpuscles  are  not  created  suddenly 
by  the  body  in  the  form  in  which  they  ultimately 
appear,  but  are  the  result  of  gradual  develop- 
ment from  a  cell  which  is  the  parent  of  both, 
and  between  it  and  them  are  numerous  inter- 
mediate forms. 

The  two  main  factories  of  the  blood  cells  are 
situated  in  the  bone  marrow  and  the  lymphatic 
glands.  Ordinarily  speaking,  the  bone 
marro»w  makes  red  corpuscles  and  polymorphs, 
while  lymphocytes,  and  j>erhaps  hyalines  also, 
are  constructed  in  the  lymphatic  glands, 
though  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  evidtence 
that  these  latter  are  sometimes  derived  from 
the  spleen.  Now,  in  the  marrow  and  lymphatic 
glands  of  the  foetus  up  to  the  sixth  month, 
only  one  type  of  cell  Is  found — which  is  called 
a  lymphoidocyte — and  from  that  period  till 
birth  various  intermediate  forms  leading  to  the 
fully  developed  corpuscles  of  the  circulating 
blood  gradually  appear. 

After  birth,  in  health,  these  intermediate 
types  are  never  found  in  the  blood,  though  they 
may  be  seen  in  films  made  from  the  bone 
marrow  or  scrapings  of  lymphatic  glands,  but 
they  may  appear  in  certain  diseases,  or,  as  I 
believe,  in  almost  any  disease  where  the  resist- 
ance is  seriously  lowered. 

Let  us  come  back  to  our  military  analogy. 
During  the  war  numerous  trench  raids  were 
practised  by  both  sides,  not  simply  in  order  to 
kill  so  many  men,  but  to  find  out  by  capturing 
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them  what  sort  of  troops  the  enemy  was 
employing  in  that  particular  sector.  Now,  if 
youths  of  seventeen  were  found  it  would  be 
evidence  that  the  enemy  was  short  of  seasoned 
troops  and  was  forced  to  use  up  his  immediate 
resources.  But  if  boys  of  fourteen,  say,  were 
captured,  it  would  be  evidence  that  his  possi- 
bilities of  resistance  were  well  nigh  hopeless. 
So  it  is  with  the  blood  corpuscles.  When  the 
patient  is  hard  pressed  by  disease  he  has  to 
discharge  certain  types  of  cell  from  the  fac- 
tories before  they  are  matured,  and  the  extent 
of  the  immaturity  is  a  measure  of  the  failure 
of  resistance  of  the  patient.  This  is  not  con- 
fined to  diseases  that  are  due  to  microbial 
infection,  but  may  occur  when  the  resistance 
is  deficient  from  many  different  causes.  On 
this  point  research  is  still  in  progress,  but  we 
know  enough  of  these  intermediate  types  of 
cell  to  be  of  considerable  service  in  prognosis. 

There  are  certain  diseases  which  are  always 
ultimately  fatal,  but  which  often  give  few 
clinical  signs  of  their  presence.  Here  the 
examination  of  the  blood  is  of  great  service. 
Quite  recently  I  had  a  good  example  of  this. 
A  film  of  a  patient's  blood  was  sent  to  me  for 
examination  without  any  note  on  the  nature  of 
the  illness.  I  found  large  quantities  of  inter- 
mediate forms,  including  some  of  the  most 
primitive  type  of  all,  the  lymphoidcyte,  so  I 
reported  that  the  patient  was  very  seriously  ill 
and  would  most  certainly  die  shortly.  This 
elicited  an  indignant  letter  to  the  effect  that 
as  the  patient  had  nothing  the  matter  with  him 
except  slight  anaemia,  the  examination  must 
hiive  been  conducted  with  gross  carelessness  ! 
A  fortnight  later,  however,  the  patient  de- 
veloped haemorrhages  from  his  gums  and 
bowel,  and  died  in  a  few  days  from  acute 
lymphatic  leukaemia,  and  the  rash  practitioner 
got  it  hot  from  the  relatives,  whereas  he  might 
have  developed  a  local  reputation  for  the  gift 
of  prophecy  if  he  had  only  believed  the 
pathologist ! 

There  are  many  obscure  diseases  which 
attack  the  factories  of  the  corpoisoles,  and  there- 
fore cause  a  steady  diminution  In  the  resisting 
powers  of  the  patient,  which  can  only  be  de- 
tected by  examination  of  the  blood.  Research 
is  constantly  adding  evidence  of  their  fre- 
quency, and  it  is  probable  that  many  of  the 
tragedies  which  result  from  the  death  of  the 
patient  after  an  "  entirely  successful  "  sur- 
gical operation,  which  was  not  urgently  re- 
quired, rr>ight  have  been  averted  if  the  pre- 
liminary investigation  of  the  patient  had 
included  Inspection  of  a  blood  film ;  In  fact,  the 
possibilities  of  this  procedure  are  only  in  their 
infancy. 


MEDICAL  MATTERS. 


HOW    TO    COMBAT    VENEREAL   DISEASES. 

The  committee  of  representatives  of  Red 
Cross  Societies  assembled  at  Cannes  have  now 
made  public  the  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee on  venereal  diseases,  which  are  of  far- 
reaching  importance. 

The  committee  recommends  the  sex  educa- 
tion of  children,  the  education  of  the  public  in 
the  principles  underlying  the  combating  of 
venereal  diseases.  It  favours  early  marriages, 
the  custodial  care  of  the  feeble-minded,  the 
isolation  of  infected  individuals,  and  the  report 
system  In  regard  to  early  preventive  treatment. 

The  committee  further  recommends  (i)  the 
abolition  of  official  recognition  and  toleration  of 
prostitution,  the  repression  of  street  soliciting, 
and  the  control  of  restaurants,  hotels,  and 
other  public  places  in  connection  with  their  use 
for  promoting  prostitution;  (2)  control  of  the 
use  of  alcohol ;  and  (3)  free  treatment,  and  the 
distribution  of  officially  approved  remedies,- 
and  the  establishment  of  dispensaries  for  the 
treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  venereal', 
diseases. 

RABIES— OFFICIAL    INSTRUCTIONS     TO 
THE    BITTEN. 

In  connection  with  the  cases  of  rabies  which 
have  occurred  in  this  country,  the  Lxxal 
Government  Board  has  arranged  for  the 
Pasteur  treatment  to  be  given  in  London  at 
certain  medical  Institutions,  the  names  of  which 
are  intentionally  withheld.  Nurses  should 
acquaint  themselves  with  official  directions  for 
people  who  are  bitten  by  dogs.     They  are  : — 

(i)  Place  the  bitten  part  if  possible  under  a 
running  tap  for  a  few  minutes.  Warm  water 
is  better  than  cold. 

(2)  Go  to  a  doctor  and  have  the  wound 
cauterised  with  carbolic  acid  or  some  other 
disinfectant. 

(3)  Notify  the  police,  giving  the  fullest  par- 
ticulars possible  for  Identifying  the  dog. 

Pasteur  treatment  can  be  obtained  through 
the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  district  in 
which  a  bitten  person  lives. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  the  names  of  all  persons 
reported  to  officers  of  that  Department  or  to 
the  police  as  having  been  bitten  by  dogs  sus- 
pected of  being  mad  will  be  sent  at  once  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in 
which  the  bitten  pverson  lives.  The  necessary 
action  will  then  be  taken  under  the  direction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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FRENCH  FLAP  NURSING  CORPS. 

A  Sister  writes  : — *"'  When  the  whole  fashionable 
world  has  been  wearing  Nurses'  Uniform  it  is  such 
a  pleasure  to  note  that  Queen  Mary  has  never  done 
so.  We  like  our  Queen  to  look  a  Queen,  and  here 
in  France  her 
stately  style  is 
greatly  admired, 
and  her  genuine 
interest  in  the 
sick  and  wounded 
has  been  an  ex- 
ample to  the 
whole  nation >  I 
had  a  delightful, 
mischievous,  lone- 
ly boy  in  my 
ward,  who  was 
sometimes  very 
naughty.  Once 
after  rebuking 
him  with  great 
dignity  in  my 
very  best  manner, 
he  smilingly  re- 
marked :  '  C'est 
la  maniere  de  la 
Reine  d'Angle- 
terre  —  tout  ce 
qu'il  y  a  la  plus 
touchante.'  " 


A  Sister  sends 
us  the  following 
graphic  account 
of  the  sad  con- 
dition in  the 
devastated  dis- 
tricts in  France 
where  she  has 
the  privilege  to 
be  working  :  — 

"The  Comity 
Britannique  knew 
what  it  was  doing 
in  devoting  some 
of  its  money  to 
helping  the  de- 
vastated regions 
— those  returning 
to  such  terrific 
sadness  and 

ruins  ;  brave 

people,     trudging 


By  courtesy  of  The  Gentlewoman. 

HER     MAJESTY     THE     QUEEN     AND    PRINCESS     MARY 
ENCOURAOINQ     THE     PATRIOTIC     WORK     OP     WOMEN. 

the  broken  routes  in  storm  and  rain,  their  pathetic 
little  bundles  on  their  arms — their  aU  —arriving 
here  in  the  midst  of  desolation  !  They  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  a  heap  of  stones,  where  once  stood 
their  homes.  Their  eyes  fill  with  tears,  quick  they 
look  up.  '  II  faut  du  courage  !  '  And  on  they 
go,  seek  a  shelter  in  a  dug-out,  and  begin  to  take 
up  again  the  almost  destroyed  threads  of  their 


broken  lives  —the  happy,  prosperous  village  life  of 
before  the  war. 

"  We  help  them  to  begin.  We  welcome  them 
back.  We  find  them  means  of  reconstructing 
their  shelters.  Furniture  of  the  simplest,  bedding, 
clothing,  cooking  utensils.'^ All  these  are  had  for 

a  nominal  price, 
'  or  are  given  ac- 
cojding  to  the 
situation  of  the 
people.  Many  are 
weary,  ailing,  and 
some  really  ill. 
We  attend  to 
them.  They  have 
suffered  so  much 
these  four  years," 
as  all  here  have 
been  under  Ger- 
man domination, 
and  only  liber- 
ated since  the 
Armistice.  Four 
weeks  ago  when 
I  arrived  there 
were  about 
twenty  men  here 
and  one  woman  ; 
now  there  are 
185  men,  ninety 
women  and 

thirty-two  chil- 
dren, and  they 
are  coming  back 
every  day.  Many 
are  suffering  from 
colds,  bronchitis, 
rheumatism,  de- 
bility, caused  by 
the  last  years  of 
suffering  and  their 
present  damp  and 
uncomfo  r  t  able 
surro  u  n  d  i  n  g  s  . 
Though  there  is 
noi  a  House  stand- 
ing— ^indeed,  only 
here  and  there 
a  wall  —and  that 
from  St.  Quentin 
to  Soissons,  still 
these  splendid 
people  love  their 
soil,  their  '  pays,' 
their  France,  so 
ardently  that  they  willingly  suffer  all  the 
hardships  here  (and  they  are  really  terrible)  in 
preference  to  living  in  coirifort  elsewhere.  Nursing 
is  not  the  most  important  part  of  our  work  here — 
it  is  a  part  of  all  the  other  and  various  works. 

"  The  Marquise  de  Noailles  is  wonderful,  never 
sparing  herself  in  the  least.  She  gives  and  fully  of 
her  best — ^her  health,  her  time,  her  help. 
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"  The  Count  de  Bregade  is  the  owner  of  these 
glass  works  and  the  village  and  the  forest  which 
joins  —rather  did  join,  for  there  are  few  trees  left  — 
the  forest  of  St.  Gobain.  This  was  a  celebrated, 
place  before  the  war,  and  the  hunting  renowned, 
'  Chasse  a  Cour.'  There  are  still  remaining  three 
deer,  it  would  appear.  Some  men  say  they  saw 
them  a  few  daya  ago.  It  must  have  been  a  charm- 
ing place — ^trees  and  lakes  and  undulating  country. 
The  Aisne  has  always  been  mentioned  for  its  quiet 
and  charming  beauty,  and  now.  .  .  . 

"  The  Count  remained  with  his  people,  and  was 
made  prispner  here  in  his  chateau  ;  and  here  in  his 
chateau  Von.  Kluck  had  his  headquarters.     When 
the  people  were   removed  from 
here  in    1916    to    another   part 
of     the      German     possessions, 
about  the  time  that  the  French 
advanced,  the  Germans  had  set 
fire  to  the  chateau  of  the  Count 
and  seni   him  the  photograph  of 
his    chateau   in    flames  !     What 
exquisite  cruelty  ! 

"  The  embalmed  body  of  the 
Count'k  mother  was  taken  from 
the  family  vault'  and  the  trinkets 
and  rings  on  her  neck  and  hands 
were  taken,  and  the  body  left 
exposed,  not  retuhied  to  the 
vault  I  When  the  French  entered 
here  in  the  autumn  they  found 
the  body  and  placed  it  again  in 
the  vault. 

"  The  Count  is  a  remarkable 
figure  in  the  history  of  these 
parts,  much  beloved^by  all ;  he 
is    goodness    itself.     From    the 

time  he  became  prisoner^'with  his 

people    until   he   was    liberated 

sortie  months  ago  he  never  had 

his    hair     cut — why  ?     no     one 

knows  —so  that  on  his  liberation 

he  appeaired  with  his  hair  quite 

long  arid  tied  in  perruque  fashion. 

I  believe  he  was  most  striking. 

I  should  fancy  him  as  a  picture 

of.  the  seventeenth  century.   .   .  . 

He,   comes    here    every    week, 

arid  it  is   sad  to   see   him    wander    away  alone 

to  'where  once  stood  his  chateau  and  his  beloved 

trees.     The  Marquise  de   Noailles    is    his    niece. 

He   has   no   children,    but   he   wishes   to  rebuild 

his    glass    works    to   give    work   to   his    people. 

To  realise  his  courage  one  should  be  here  to  see 

what  he  has  to  undertake.     And  he  is  an  old  man  ! 
"As  for  a  regular  scheme  of  work  I  cannot  yet 

give  any  ■definite  idea.     It  is  just  beginning.  When 

I  tell  you  that  it  is  the  most  advanced  in  returning 

life  to  all  the  devastated  regions,  you  can  judge  that 

it  is  a  work  that  asks  for  time. 

"  We  are  living  in  a  wooden  hut,  well  ventilated 
and  open  to  all  the  moods  of  a  very  capricious 
season — wind,  rain,   snow,  sunshine.     But  I   am 


happy,  so  happy,  to  be  able  even  to  help  a  little > 
How  could  one  think  of  oneself  when  we  look 
around  us  at  others.  I  am  grateful  to  you  and  to 
the  Comit^.  You  have  given  pie  the  privilege  of 
coming  here,  I  only  hope  I  may  be  worthy  of  that 
trust."  .  , 


CROIX    DE    QUERRE    WITH    PALME. 

Much    valued    by    British     Sisters    to 
tvhom  it  has  been  awarded. 


The  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps,  which  was 
initiated  in  September,  191 4,  to  provide  thoroughly 
trained  British  nurses  to  work  in  French  mihtary 
hospitals  under  the  authority  of  the  French'  War 
Office,  is  by  degrees  being  demobilised,  and 'only 
23  out  of  the  250  Sisters  sent  to  France  are  now 
on  duty  there,  and  in  a  few  weeks"  the  beneficent 
work  will  probably  be  at  [an 
end. 

The  medical  officers  of  the 
Service  de  Sant6  express  them- 
selves in  the,  most  apprecia- 
tive terms  of  the  work  of  the 
Sisters,  and  invariably  mention 
the  first  class  discipline  of  the 
Corps.  This  is  just  the  praise 
we,  as  Hon.  Superintendent  of 
the  Corps,  value  most,  as  without 
discipline  the  best  work  in  mili- 
tary service  is  seldom  possible 
and  it  means  good  training  and 
knowledge,  and  loyalty  to  those 
responsible  for  esprit  de  corps. 

As  the  Sisters  are  demobilised 
one  and  all  regret  severing 
their  connection  with  France, 
and  the  thrilling  experiences 
in  the  war  zone,  together  with 
devoted  service  at  the  base 
appear  equally  to  be  regretted. 
Several  of  the  Sisters  are  ^re- 
maining to  work  in  France  Jin 
civil  spheres  of  activity,'  and 
after  a  rest  several  others  hope 
to  return  there. 

A  Sister  writes  :  "I  had  very 
touching  experiences  just  before 
I  left.  The  boys  in  each  of  my 
wards  collected  and  gave  me 
some  lovely  Louis  XVl  silver,  a 
cup  and  saucer  and  spoons,  as 
a  small  souvenir  to  take  to  England.  I  just  felt 
like  weeping." 

Another  Sister  says  :  "  Alas  !  I  have  said 
farewell  to  the  most  interesting  period  of  my 
life.  Never  before  have  I,  a  plain  and  poor  person, 
been  able  to  realise  myself.  These  gentle,  brave, 
unselfish  and  patriotic  patients  have  called  forth 
their  own  virtues  in  those  around  them.  They 
seem  to  touch  one's '  soul,  somehow.  I  do  hope 
I  don't  shrivel  up  again  when  they  no  longer  need 
me."  That  appears  to  us  a  very  pathetic  para- 
graph, but  we  feel  sure  this  little  Sister,  who 
really  has  both  a  charming  face  and  personality, 
will  continue  to  grow  in  grac6,  we  hope  in  a 
sympathetic  environment. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

•Queen  Alexandra  was  present  at  Divine  Ser- 
vice in  the  Queen  Alexandra  Military  Hospital 
Chapel  on  Easter  Day.  Her  Majesty  after- 
wards visited  the  hospital,  where  her  visit 
g-ave  g-reat  pleasure. 

The  names  of  hundreds  of  trained  nurses  and 
V.A.D. 's  appeared  in  the  Press  last  week, 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  for  valuable  services  rendered  in  con- 
nection with  the  war  in  the  Home  Commands. 


"  I  hear,"  says  the  Clubman  in  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  "  that  the  nurses  who  have  served  in 
France  and  in  the  other  theatres  of  war  are 
wondering  whether  they  are  to  be  g^iven  the 
General  Service  Medal,  which,  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  recently  said  in  the  House,  is  to  be 
issued  shortly. 


"  It  is  unbelievable  that  the  nurses  who  have 
been  through  with  the  soldiers  the  many  hard- 
ships of  war  will  be  deprived  of  this  distinction. 
The  W.A.A.C.'s  who  have  done  gallant  ser- 
vice, will  wear  the  medal — so  why  not  the 
nurses  also?" 


The  Princess  Royal  opened  the  Church  Army 
Hostels  for  Limbless  men  at  Queen's  Gate, 
Kensington — when  she  said  : — "  You  all  know 
how  my  heart  goes  forth  to  those  gallant  men 
who  have  suffered  for  the  liberties  of  the  world. 
May  these  hostels  give  them  comfort  and 
cheer." 

Colonel  Openshaw  said  limbless  men  were 
likely  to  live  long  and  would  require  attention 
for  many  years  to  come. 

The  output  of  artificial  limbs  has  increased 
from  600  per  month  to  about  1,600  per 
month  during  the  past  five  years.  The  Minister 
for  Pensions  asked  the  Church  Army  to  assist, 
and  these  hostels  for  limbless  cases  are  the 
result. 


Salaries  and  improvements  of  the  conditions 
under  which  their  nurses  work  are  being-  con- 
sidered by  the  Nursing-  Committee  of  the 
Bradford  Royal  Infirmary.  Ward  Sisters' 
salaries  now  start  at  £4^,  in  place  of  £^5  ^s 
formerly,  with  a  yearly  increase  of  £^.  Senior 
Sisters  are  now  receiving-  a  salary  of  £6$. 

The  off-duty  time  is  under  consideration, 
and  the  Committee  are  arranging  to  g^ive  each 
member  of  the  Nursing  Staff  one  day  off  duty 
weekly,  and  to  reduce  the  hours  on  duty  to 
sixty  hours  a  week. 

To  meet  the  necessary  increase  of  staff, 
extra  accommodation  and  facilities  for  recrea- 
tion will  be  provided,  and  the  post  of  Home 
Sister  and  Sister-Tutor  has  been  created  to 
ensure  the  welfare  of  the  Nurses,  and  to  assist 
with  their  practical  and  theoretical  training. 

It  is  hoped  to  initiate  a  preliminary  course 
in  the  near  future. 

Staff  Nurses  who  remain  a  fourth  year  in  the 
service  of  the  Infirmary  at  a  salary  of  £/\o  will 
be  given  opportunities  to  gfain  experience  in 
some  one  branch  of  special  nursing,  such  as 
massage,  X-ray,  electrical  work,  venereal 
diseases,  housekeeping,  and  administrative 
work.  They  will  also  receive  special  courses 
of  lectures. 


The  Special  Committee  on  the  Economic 
Position  of  Nurses  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women,  have  issued  a  comprehensive  ques- 
tionnaire and  asked  matrons  of  hospitals  and 
infirmaries  to  kindly  furnish  replies,  and  to  add 
any  further  information  they  may  think  would 
be  helpful  to  the  Committee  in  drawings  up  a 
Report.  This  is  a  very  useful  bit  of  work,  and 
should  bring  thousands  of  the  earnest  women 
members  of  the  Council  into  touch  with  their 
local  hospitals,  and  promote  helpful  relations 
between  them. 


The  body  of  the  late  Miss  Edith  Cavell  will 
be  broug-ht  to  this  country  from  Brussels  on 
May  15th,  and  the  interment  on  the  same  day 
will  be  preceded  by  a  military  funeral  service 
at  Westminster  Abbey.  The  Admiralty  will 
attend  to  the  actual  conveyance  of  the  coffin 
containing-  the  body,  which  will  probably  be 
landed  at  Dover.  A  committee  is  responsible 
for  the  funeral.  On  leaving-  the  Abbey  the  cor- 
tfegfe  will,  under  military  escort,  entrain  at 
Liverpool  Street  for  Norwich. 

Hospitals  or  other  societies  having  claims  to 
be  represented' should  apply  before  May  8  to 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Funeral  Service  Executive 
Committee,  25,  Victoria  Streef,  S.W.i.  In  no 
case  should  application  for  tickets  'be  made  to 
the  Dean  or  clergy  of  the  Abbey.  The  accom- 
modation inside  the  Ablbey  being  limited, 
individual  applications  cannot  be  entertained 
unless  some  special  claim  to  be  present  can  be 
established. 


The  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  has  now 
turned  its  attention  to  the  support  of  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  and  has 
offered  to  raise  ;^7,ooo  a  year  for  three  years. 

The  money  is  intended  to  meet  the  increased 
cost  of  the  training",  supply,  and  supervision  of 
the   nurses,    and   to  enable   the   local   nursing 
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associations  to  raise  the  salaries  of  their  nurses. 
It  will  also  go  to  increase  the  Queen's  Nurses' 
Benevolent  Fund,  which  is  used  for  the  per- 
sonal benefit  of  the  Queen's  Nurses  through- 
out the   United  Kingdom. 

The  Council  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  In- 
stitute for  Nurses  has  accepted  the  offer.  It 
will  do  this  much  criticised  Fund  good  to  add 
this  object  to  others  for  which  it  is  collecting 
in  opposition  to  the  strongly  expressed  objec- 
tions of  the  profession  of  nursing  at  large. 


The  Melbourne  Age  says  : 

Among  a  large  section  of  the  community  in- 
terested in  the  future  welfare  of  military  nurses, 
the  suggestion  that  donations  should  be  raised 
in  Australia  for  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses, 
organised  in  England,  is  not  regarded  with 
favour. 

Commenting  on  the  appeal  forwarded  from 
London  recently.  Miss  Elizabeth  Glover,  a 
trustee  of  the  Edith  Cavell  Fund,  and  the  first 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Australian  Army 
Nursing  Reserve,  said  : — 

"  While  I  do  not  wish  to  discourage  anyone 
who  has  the  welfare  of  nurses  at  heart,  I  cannot 
see  that  co-ordination  with  the  British  move- 
ment would  bring  about  desirable  results.  For 
one  thing,  the  centre  is  too  far  away  for  the 
organisers  to  deal  with  cases  of  necessity  here. 
As  for  the  claim  that  numbers  of  Australian 
soldiers  have  been  nursed  by  Imperial  sisters, 
honours  are  equal.  There  have  been  just  as 
many  English  soldiers  cared  for  by  Australian 
nurses. 

"  In  a  very  little  while  thousands  of  our  own 
nurses  will  be  demobilised,  and  Victoria  must 
take  its  share  of  the  responsibility  of  looking , 
after  those  who  are  war- weary  or  incapaci- 
tated. Arangements  are  now  being  made  by 
the  Edith  Cavell  Fund  to  raise  money  for  this 
purpose. 

"If  the  British  scheme  is  brought  forward 
at  this  juncture  it  will  certainly  clash  with  ours. 

"  Australia  has  long  ago  standardised  its 
nursing  profession  by  the  control  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association  and 
similar  organisations.  The  standard  is  excep- 
tionally high,  as  the  record  of  our  nurses  in 
this  war  has  demonstrated.  Australia  has 
nothing  to  gain  from  a  College  of  Nursing, 
established  in  England,  out  of  a  thank-offering 
fund  for  nurses."    , 


Australia  for  reward  for  any  service  British 
nurses  joyfully  rendered  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  Australian  soldiers,  is  another  betise 
such  as  the  organisers  of  this  Fund  appear 
incapable  of  avoiding  when  dealing  with  our 
professional   affairs. 


Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses  writes  : — 

"  Dearest  People, — In  a  very  short  time  I 
hope  to  have  something  definite  to  write  on 
International  affairs.  My  idea  is  to  have  all 
the  officers  of  National  Councils  to  come  here 
next  sumrner  (1920)  to  our  American  National 
Association  Meetings,  and  thus  begin  to  pick 
up  threads,  and  then  and  there  to  plan  for  a 
full  congress  in  this  country.  Our  societies, 
you  remember,  no  longer  meet  yearly.  Every 
other  year.  So  I  think  they  would  want  to  have 
the  International  Meeting  in  1922,  because  it 
is  too  expensive  to  travel  to  meetings  so  often." 


Time  flies  so  fast  that  these  dates  are  not 
so  far  ahead  as  they  sound.  We  must  have  a 
young  delegation  cross  the  Atlantic  on  our  be- 
half next  year  if  possible — up-to-date  "  Re- 
gistered Nurses  " — to  take  our  greetings  to  the 
American  R.N.'s,  and  in  Council  with  them 
arrange  for  a  Peace  International.  The  Isla 
Stewart  Memorial  Fund  will,  no  doubt,  be 
represented.  Nothing  could  be  more  educative 
than  helping  to  finance  a  member  of  the  League 
upon  such  an  occasion — and  the  Fund  has 
now  a  nice  little  nest  egg. 


No  doubt  Miss  Glover  voices  the  opinion  of 
other  nursing  leaders  in  our  various  Dominions 
Overseas^that  any  claim   has  been   made   in 


When  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  "  A 
History  of  Nursing,"  were  about  to  be 
published,  Miss  Dock,  with  characteristic 
generosity,  wrote  that  she  proposed  to  give  anv 
Royalty  paid  by  the  publishers,  after  the  issue 
of  a  certain  number,  to  the  treasury  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses,  and  added: 
"  it  ought  to  bring  in  quite  a  little  income." 

That  prophecy  seems  likely  to  come  true.  A 
statement  has  just  been  received  by  Miss  M. 
Breay,  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  from,  the  publishers 
in  New  York,  Messrs.  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  of 
the  present  position  of  the  sale  of  the  History. 
The  very  satisfactory  position  is  that  the  stage 
has  now  been  reached  when  a  Royalty  will  be 
paid  henceforth,  and,  that  for  the  past  six 
months,  for  which  a  cheque  is  .enclosed,, 
amounts  to  98  dollars  (about  ;^26).  Carefully 
husbanded,  as  women  know  how  to  conserve 
their  funds,  the  income  thus  placed  at  the  dis- 
ijosal  of  the  International  Council  of.  Nurses  by 
the  generosity  of  its  Hon.  Secretary  should 
enable  it  to  accomplish  much  good  work. 
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THE  NURSES'  REGISTRATION  BILL 
.     TO  DATE. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Central  Committee 
which  drafted  the  Nurses  Registration  Bill  that 
it  has  been  so  largely  approved  in  Standing  Com- 
mittee  and   so   few   amendments   inserted,    as   it 

•  cannot  be  expected  that  Parliament  will  approve 

•  of  every  item  inserted  in  a  Private  Member's  Bill. 

The  fact  that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
:ment    Board    gave    so 

•  much  time  "to  the  con- 

■  sideration  of  the  Bill  is 
proof  that  he  considers 
nurses'  registration  a 
necessary  corollary  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
Bill— which  indeed  it  is 
— and  the  principles 
incorporated  in  the  Bill 
are  just  and  orderly. 
First,  we  find  national 
representation  carefully 
conserved.  Each  of 
the  four  component 
divisions  of  the  King- 
dom are  recognised  and 
represented  on  the 
■General  Nursing  Coun- 
cil— -the  Local  Govern- 
ment Boards  of  Eng- 
land, and  Wales,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland  are  to 
be  represented,  the 
British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation likewise,  and 
the  Nurses  by  defined 
numbers         in        each 

■  country,  so  that  there 
will  be  a  nucleus  in 
each  section  for  the 
organisation  of  Divi- 
sional Boards. 

Most  Important 
o?  All.  • 

The  Committee  [has 
recognised  the  right  of 
the  Nurses  to  the  vote 
on  their  own  governing 
body,  and  on  both 
Councils  the  Nurse 
representatives  are  in 
the  majority.  More- 
over, the  Nurses' 
organisations    affiliated 


A     lYPICAL    "REQISTERED    NURSE. 


in  the  Central  Committee;  which  have  worked, 
some  of  them,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  for  this 
great  national  reform,  have  •  been  given  the 
representation  which  is  their  right,  in  spite  of 
a  determined  attempt  upon  the  part  of'  the 
representatives  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
to  most  unjustly  exclude  them  from  representation 
jTi  their  own  Bill.     The  First  Council  is  to  have 


two  years,  as  asked  for,  in  which  to  compile  an 
independent  electorate  of  nurses,  so  that  none 
need  be  disfranchised,  which  would  have  resulted 
from  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill  —  a  measure 
designed  to  suppress,  rather  than  encourage,  the 
evolution  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

Supplementary  Registers. 
We  are,  and  always  have  been,  strongly  opposed 
to  the  registration  of  specialists  other  than  Male 
and  Mental  Nurses,  "^'because  all  such  regis- 
ters are  unjust  to  the 
workers,  and  are  merely 
advantageous  to  their 
hospital  employers,  and 
there  is  no  more 
reason  '  for  nurse  spe- 
cialists without  general 
training  than  for  medi- 
cal practitioners  under 
like  unsound  condi- 
tions. The  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  must  be 
held  responsible  for  the 
Register  of  Children's 
Nurses  proposed  by  its 
representa tive  and 
adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, as  such  a  pro- 
vision was  made  possible 
in  Clause  4  of  the  Seventh 
Draft  of  the  College 
Bill,  we  believe  to 
placate  the  Federation 
of  .  Children's  Hospital 
Managers.  This  Clause 
provides  [for  any 
number  of  special 
registers. 

But  such  Registers 
will  be  short-hved  for 
various  reasons :  (i) 
Before  long  the  volun- 
tary hospitals  will  be 
CO  -  ordinated  under 
State  control,  and 
(2)  women  will  not 
enter  any  hospital  for 
training  where  the 
work  done,  and  expe- 
rience gained,  does  not 
count  towards  a  general 
curriculum  which  will 
qualify  the  mf  or  registra- 
tion on  the  General 
Register,  and  thus  pro- 
vide for  the  promotion 


a  d  the  highest  remuneration  in  the  profession.  The 
registered  nurse  of  the  future  is  not  going  to  be 
side-tracked  for  the  benefit  of  ««pecial  hospital 
managers.  So  we  are  not  wasting  regrets  over  the 
Children's  Nurses'  Register — it  will  arrange  itself. 
Finance. 
Finance  we  know  something  about,  and  we 
own  that  a.  £2  2s.  fee  for  registration,  and  "^3  3s. 
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for  examination  is  the  sum  (as  agreed  by  the 
House  of  Lords)  that  we  consider  adequate, 
though  moderate,  for  financing  State  Registration 
of  Nurses  in  the  four  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
And  a  very  moderate  fee,  too,  when  we  reaUse 
what  State  organisation  means  to  the  trained 
nurses  of  the  future.  The  pity  is  so  few  of  them 
do  realise  what  it  means.  Compare  it  with  the 
fees  from  ;^20  to  ;^40  for  preparation  foi^  the 
Certificate  of  the  Midwives  Board,  and  the 
;^5  5s.  charged  by  numerous  sanitary  institutes 
for  their  sectional  examination  and  certificate. 
We  must  not  forget  that  three  offices,  with  three 
sets  of  officials  must  be  kept  up.  That  the 
register  of  any  number  of  names  from  50,000  to 
100,000  will  cost  some  ;^3,oooto  print  and  publish 
and  that  to  keep  such  a  register  correct,  with 
the  constant  movements  of  the  nurses,  will  be 
a  very  costly  business.  Then,  when  the  three 
years'  term  of  grace  is  at  an  end,  and  the  Central 
JExamination  in  operation,  nurses  will  need  to 
be  examined  in  anatomy,  physiology,  the  theory 
of  general  medical  and  surgical  nursing,  including 
therapeutics,  clinical  nursing,  gynaecological, 
infectious,  children's,  and  other  special  branches 
of  nursing,  to  say  nothing  of  dietetics.  The 
examiners  must  be  experts  and  well  paid — and 
then  we  hear  of  persons  who  imagine  this  great 
educational  work  can  be  done  for  £1  is.  Such 
persons  acknowledge  themselves  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  matter.  The  State  Registration  of  Nurses 
entails  the  organisation  of  and  standaidisation 
of  the  professional  education  of  100,000  women 
in  this  country,  and  close  association  with 
thousands  of  nurses  in  India  and  in  our  Overseas 
Dominions.  Do  not  let  us  forget  our  Bill  pro- 
vides for  reciprocal  registration  with  our  sisters 
throughout  the  Empire.  A  magnificent,  far- 
reaching,  heart  to  heart  bit  of  Imperial  work, 
which  would  be  cheap  at  any  price,  for  the  benefit 
of  our  people,  and  all  the  races  dependent  upon 
a  nurse's  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health. 

When  people  begin  to  pettifog  on  the  question 
of  State  Registration  finance,  we  have  got  to 
pray  for  patience  without  end  ! 

To  Sum  Up. 

To  sum  up.  The  Committee  has  agreed 
(i)  To  an  independent  Governing  Body  for  the 
Nursing  Profession  ;  (2)  Direct  representation  on 
the  First  General  Nursing  Council  to  make  the 
Rules,  of  the  Nurses'  Organisations  which  have 
promoted  and  paid  for,  and  understand  the 
movement ;  {3)  Two  years'  time  in  which  to  form 
a  register  of  independent  nurses ;  (4)  Direct 
representation  of  these  registered  nurses  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council  in  England,  Wales, 
Scotland  and  Ireland ;  (5)  The  protected  title 
of  Registered  Nurse  ;  and  (6)  Power  to  institute 
protected  uniforms  and  badges. 

Let  all  those  nurses  worthy  of  such  great 
privileges  unite  and  work  heart  and  soul  to 
further  the  interests  of  their  Bill. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwiok. 


THE    COLLEGE    ANIMOSITY    TO    THE 
CENTRAL    COMMITTEE'S    BILL. 

We  much  regret  to  note  the  animosity  of  the 
Matrons  on  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  now  before 
Parliament,  and  that. — after  agreement  between 
their  representative,  Lieut  .-Colonel  Raw,  and 
Major  Barnett,  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  representatives  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  during  the  Committee  stage— 
the  Matrons  are  organising  various  phases  of 
agitation,  in  violation  of  the  agreement  arrived  at. 

College   Matrons   attack   the   Matrons' 

Council. 

We  have  received  a  dozen  copies  of  a  Petition, 
marked  "  urgent,"  which  has  been  issued  with  no 
address,  the  replies  thereto  to  be  returned  to  Miss 
Lloyd-Still,  Matron,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  or 
to  Miss  Cox- Da  vies,  Matron,  Royal  Free  Hospital. 
These  ladies  invite  the  signatures  of  Matrons 
and  Superintendents  to  the  following  statement, 
presumably  to  be  sent  to  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment :  — 

We,  the  undersigned  trained  Nurses,  who  hold,  or 
have  held,  the  position  of  Matron  or  Superintendent 
of  Hospitals  and  Institutions  concerned  in  the 
training  of  Nurses  and  the  care  of  the  sick,  wish  to 
state  for  your  consideration  the  following  facts  : — 
P  ( i)  In  the  interests  of  our  Profession,  and  for  the 
safeguarding  of  the  public,  we  desire  to  have  adequate 
representation  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  to 
be  set  up  under  the  Bill  for  State  Registration  of 
Nurse  ■ 

9  (2)  Under  the  Bill  at  present  before  the  House, 
such  representation  is  provided  for  by  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  body  which 
is  in  no  sense  representative  of  the  heads  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
none  of  the  undersigned  are  in  any  way  connected 
with  it. 

This  statement  is  very  misleading,  as  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  whole  eighteen  nurses 
who  are  eligible  for  seats  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  being  Matrons,  nominated  or  elected, 
and  the  College  Council  can  continue  their  deter- 
mined policy  of j^  government  by  Matrons  by 
nominating  four. 

The  crime  of  the  Matrons'  Council  in  the  eyes 
of  these  ladies  is  presumably  in  daring  to  exist, 
and  to  courageously  work  for  State  Registration 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  the  teeth  of  their 
opposition,  or  without  their  patronage  and 
support. 

But  how  ungenerous  an  attitude  of  mind  ! 

The  policy  of  the  Matrons'  Council  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  the  nursing  pro- 
fession, so  steadfastly  pursued  has  proved  right. 
Why  cannot  their  colleagues,  who  had  neither 
the  ability  to  promote  the  movement,  nor,  appar- 
ently, the  conscience  and  courage  to  support  it 
when  opposed  by  their  Committees,  bow  gracefully 
to  t he _inevi table,   and   unite  to   carry   out   this 
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great  reform,   now  that   Parliament  is  about  to 
entrust  trained  nurses  with  power  to  do  so. 

The  College  policy  cf  government  of  a  free 
prof  2Ssion  of  women  by  hospital  officials,  without 
their  consent,  and  without  any  appeal  from  their 
autocratic  control,  is  as  dead  as  the  Dodo,  and 
Miss  Lloyd-Still  and  Miss  Cox-Davies  appear  to 
be  strangely  out  of  touch  with  public  feeling 
on  this  question,  as  voiced  again  and  again  in 
the  present  House  of  Commons  during  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Nurses'   Registration  Bill. 


PETITION  AGAINST  A  SELF  GOVERNING 
FEE. 

Another  member  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 
— Miss  L.  G.  Dalton,  Matron  of  the  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Victoria  Park,  E. — has  issued 
a  Petition  for  nurses  to  sign,  which  is  incorrect. 

This  Petition,  which,  is  set  up  in  the  same  type 
as  the  other,  is  as  follows  : — 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  trained  nurses  and 
nurses  whose  training  will  be  completed  during  the 
next  three  years,  make  this  Petition — ^that  the  Fee 
for  Registration  of  Nurses,  under  the  State,  may  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  £1  is.  for  the  first  three  years  after 
the  passing  of  the  Bill,  instead  of  as  is  now  proposed 
in  the  present  Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons — 

£1   IS.  for  the  first  year, 

£2  28.  for  the  second  year, 

£-j  3s.  for  the  third  year. 

We  consider  that  the  least  Miss  Dalton  should 
have  done,  before  being  persuaded  to  send  out 
this  Petition  to  be  signed  by  nurses  ignorant  of 
the  amendments  made  to  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  to  have  assured  herself  that  it  was 
correct.  This  Miss  Dalton  has  failed  to  do. 
As  the  Bill  left  Committee — it  was  agreed  that  all 
practising  nurses  should  be  permitted  to  register 
in  the  first  year  for  £1  is.,  and  that  in  the  second 
and  third  year  the  fee  should  be  £2  2s.,  and  not 
£^  3s.  in  the  third  year,  as  erroneously  stated  by 
Miss  Dalton  in  her  Petition. 

Moreover,  we  would  invite  Miss  Dalton  to  inform 
the  nursing  profession  w^hat  she  knows  about 
financing  a  Registration  Act.  Has  she  taken  the 
trouble  to  go  into  the  cost  of  registration  of  nurses 
in  the  three  Divisions  of  the  Kingdom,  or  of 
carrying  out  an  efficient  scheme  of  State  Regis- 
tration ?  We  doubt  it,  or  she  would  never  have 
taken  the  responsibility  of  inviting  signatures  to 
her   incorrect   Petition. 

The  truth  is  that  the  degrading  College  policy  of 
financing  the  nursing  profession  by  charitable 
penny  doles  and  other  reprehensible  schemes,  as 
advocated  by  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses, 
means  the  control  of  its  economic  independence, 
and  the  intelligent  and  organized  sections  of  the 
professi'  n  do  not  intend  to  submit  to  any  such 
humiliation. 

These  promotors  of  Petitions  for  the  sub- 
jugation of  trained  nurses  are  supporting  an 
obsolete  policy,  and  one  to  which  Parliament 
is   not  likely  to  subscribe. 


AN    UNJUSTIFIABLE    PLEDGE. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  College  Council  and 
officials  owe  a  sincere  debt  of  gratitude  to  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Raw  for  extracting  them  from  a  very 
dangerous  and  most  invidious  position ;  and 
that  they,  and  the  nurses  they  have  misguided, 
have  been  most  mercifully  treated. 

TJje  College  built  up  its  membership  by  pledging 
Parliament  to  a  policy  which  it  has  repudiated, 
its  Council  of  hospital  officials  persuaded  ignorant 
nurses  to  pay  a  guinea  for  membership  and 
voluntary  registration — to  quote  their  prospectus, 

"  Because  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing  has 
drafted  a  '  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,'  which  provides 
that  the  Register  already  formed  by  the  College  of 
Nursing  shall  be  the  first  Register  under  the  Act.  If, 
therefore,  you  are  on  the  College  Register,  you  will, 
automatically  and  without  further  fee,  be  placed  upon 
the  State  Register  when  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill    is    passed." 

This  pledge  can  not  be  kept,  and  had  not 
Major  Barnett  and  the  Government  consented  to 
Colonel  Raw's  suggestion  not  to  penalise  the 
College  Company,  it  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  not  only  the  13,000  guineas  paid  to 
it  by  the  nurses,  but  any  excess  charged  above 
£1  IS.  for  State  Registration,  which  might  have 
been  upwards  of  a  second  13,000  guineas 

It  cannot  be  too  distinctly  understood  that 
Lady  Cowdray  and  her  Committee  cannot  divert 
one  penny  of  the  money  subscribed  by  the  public 
to  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  to  pay  State 
Registration  Fees.  The  money  was  collected  as  a 
Sinking  Fund  for  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
or  for  schemes  of  charity,  and,  had  she  diverted  it 
to  relieve  the  College  Company  of  financial  obliga- 
tions it  had  no  right  to  incur  in  connection  with 
this  pledge,  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  this 
most  unnational  of  Funds  would  have  been  called 
upon  to  submit  to  investigation  by  a  Public 
Authority. 

We  think  Miss  Dalton  will  be  wise,  as  a  member  of 
the  College,  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  merciful 
consideration  accorded  to  it  concerning  the 
financial  imbroglio  in  which  it  is  at  present 
entangled,  and  not  to  stir  up  further  discussion 
on  the  question. 

The  College  has  been  very  well  served  by 
Colonel  Raw,  especially  in  this  paiticular. 

A    PATRON     SAINT     FOR    NURSES. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  nurses,  and  the 
sick  under  their  charge,  possess  a  patron  saint. 
This  is  St.  Camillus  de  Lellis,  a  Neapolitan  soldier, 
and  priest,  who,  in  1584,  formed  a  religious  Order 
of  priests,  called  "  The  Fathers  of  a  Good  Death." 
The  Red  Cross  was  the  distinguishing  badge  worn 
by  St.  Camillus  and  his  followers  ;  hence,  he 
becomes  in  every  sense  the  lineal  spiritual  ancestor 
of  our  present  Red  Cross  Society.  He  was^non- 
ized  in  1746  by  Pope  Benedict  XIV.  The"  Saint 
was  Franciscan  in  his  leanings,  and  the  red  cross 
of  St.  Camillus  is  still  worn  by  a  Franciscan  Order 
of  Nursing  Sisters  in  the  United  States. 
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A   MODERN   HOSPITAL. 


In  a  recent  number  of  the  Modern  Hospital  we 
note  a  delightful  article  on  the  work  of  the 
Evanston  Hospital,  the  fashionable  suburb  of 
Chicago.  The  Maternity  Pavilion  evidently 
reaches  a  high  standard  of  perfection,  and  a  picture 
shows  the  nurses  with  "  Arms  Full  of  Charms." 
Nursing  education  is  estimated  at  its  proper  value 
in  every  department  of  the  hospital,  and  the  pupils 
are  given  class  and  lecture  work  at  North  Western 
University. 

The  contagious  pavilion  shows  exceptionally 
good  planning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Baldovan  Institution  for  Mentally  Defective 'Cliildren 
near'  Dundee.- — -Miss  Jessie  Watson  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  infirmary, 
Sunderland,  and  has  been  Matron  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  .  Hospital,  Turriff,  and  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Sunderland,'and  Assistant  Matron  at 
a  Military  Hospital  in  Brighton. 

Welsh  Metropolitan  War  Hospital,  Whitchurch. — 
(City  Mental  Hospital,  Cardiff). — Miss  Jeannie  Murray, 
A.R.R.C,  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Gloucester,  and  the 
Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
General  Infirmary,  Macclesfield,   and  Deputy  Matron 


ARMS     FULL    OF    CHARMS.      LN    THE    MATERNITY    PAVILION.     EVANSTON     HOSPITAL,    U.S.A. 


The 'plan  for  handling  infected  trays  and  dishes 
is  a  very  good  one.  There  is  an  open  windov.'  space 
between  each  service  room  and  diet  kitchen.  In 
this  space  is  a  high- pressure  steam  sterilizer  worked 
with  foot  pedals,  of  the  same  type  as  the  utensil 
sterilizers  used  in  operating  rooms.  All  dishes 
which  are  removed  from  patients'  rooms  are  placed 
in  the  sterilizer  from  the  service  room  side.  After 
sterilization,  they  are  taken  out  in  the  diet  kitchen, 
which  is  a  clean  area.  The  diets  are  prepared  by  a 
clean  nurse,  who  does  not  come  into  contact  with 
the  patients. 

In  the  basement  of  the  contagious  building  is  a 
very  complete  equipment  for  the  fumigation  and 
steriUzation  of  linens,  mattresses  and  other 
material  which  has  come  in  contact  with  infected 


at  the  City  Mental  Hospital,  Cardiff.  She  is  a  certified 
midwife,  and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives'  Board. 

THEATRE  SISTER.B 
Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle.— Miss  Constance 
Birtwhistle  has  been  appointed  Theatre  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston,  and  is  a 
member  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

»  •  > 

NHW    MEDICAL    SCHOLARSHIP. 

The  introduction  of  women  to  medical  research  which 
is  being  encouraged  by  the  provision  of  a  scholarship 
value  £250  a  year,  to  be  administered  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine  (i,  Wimpole  Street,  W.  i).  The 
scholarship  has  been  endowed  by  Miss  Maud  Margaret 
Gibson  in  memory  of  her  father,  Mr.  William  Gibson, 
of  Melbourne,  and  will  be  awarded  by  the  society  to 
qualified  British  medical  women. 
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The  Registered 
Nurses*  Society 

431,  OXFORD  STREET, 

LONDON,  W.I 

Telegraphic  Address:  "SOROR:  LONDON."  Telephone  No.  1712  GERRARD. 


The  Society  has  been  in  existence  for  twenty-four 
years  and  only  accepts  on  its  staff  Nurses  who 
have  had  at  least  three  years'  training  in  a  good 
general  Hospital,  and  who  possess  the  highest 
personal  credentials. 

The    Society  secures  to   the  Nurses   the   just 
remuneration  for  their  work. 

The    Society    is    managed    by   a    professional 
Committee. 

WHY  THE   SOCIETY   SUCCEEDS 

The  Medical  Profession  and  the 
Public  support  the  Society  with  confidence^ 
because  a  high  standard  of  professional 
efficiency  is  maintained,  and  it  worlcs  on 
just  economic  principles. 
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THE    END    JUSTIFIES    THE    MEANS! 

He  appeared  suddenly  upon  the  scene,  a  middle- 
aged,  dapper  man,  and  stated  his  object  in  calling 
without  preamble. 

He  was  desirous  of  resuming  his  original  profes- 
sion of  a  male  nurse,  and  would  be  obliged  if  our 
organisation  could  advise  him. 

"  I  have,"  he  said  modestly,  "  great  success  with 
dipsomaniacs.  There  is  something  in  my  person- 
ality that  tells  with  them.  I  call  to  mind  one 
gentleman  in  particular  ;  he  had  baffled  a  good 
many  till  I  went  to  him.  He  would  hide  bottles 
of  brandy  in  most  unlikely  places.  Well,  I  began 
by  not  opposing  him  and  to  win  his  confidence 
I  shared  the  brandy  with  him,  and  in  two  months 
he  was  cured." 

I  expressed  the  polite  surprise  that  was  expected 
of  me  and  said  I  felt  sure  that  such  valuable 
services  could  not  long  be  unattached.  I  pointed 
out  to  him,  however,  that  many  of  the  Male 
Nursing  Associations  required  temperance  nurses. 
Would  that  be  a  drawback  in  his  eyes  ?  "  No, 
madam,"  he  assured  me  pleasantly,  "  none  what- 
ever," and  he  left  the  office  with  the  address  of 
more  than  one  in  his  pocket. 


A  STRAY   LAMB. 

She  sat  there,  good  for  the  most  part,  while  the 
long  service  proceeded,  a  tiny  figure  of  a  child 
whose  age  could  be  dated  only,  from  somewhere 
in  the  autumn  of  1914. 

She  sucked  two  fingers  of  her  chubby  hand, 
only  removing  them  to  make  the  Holy  Sign  as  she 
perceived  her  elders  do. 

For  a  time  the  lights  and  colour  and  movement 
interested  her,  but  after  a  while  she  became  weary 
and  asked  in  an  audible  voice,  "  Is  it  nearly  done. 
Mummy  ?  " 

Mummy  was  a  homely-featured  person,  plainly, 
nay,  shabbily  dressed  ;  but  there  was  somethingr 
beautiful  about  her  face  as  she  put  her  sheltering 
arm  lovingly  about  the  child. 

Tliis  Englishwoman  was  not  her  own  "  Mummy." 
The  tongue  she  spoke  was  to  her  a  foreign  tongue. 
This  small  child,  with  her  bare  legs,  was  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land. 

Whence  came  she  ?  Gently  or  lowly  born  ? 
What  her  parentage  ?  What  her  name  ?  Per- 
chance somewhere  her  own  mother  lives  and 
agonises  for  her  lost  babe  ;  or,  perchance,  from  her 
haven  in  Paradise  she  blesses  that  homely-woman 
who  mothers  her  child.  For  this  little  unconscious 
one  is  one  of  the  victims  of  Hun  brutality,  and 
"  Mummy  "  is  just  a  negligible,  obscure  person 
whom  the  Good  Shepherd  calls  "  The  Blessed  of 
Mv  Father."  . 


return  the  members,  who  are  to  be  selected  from 
all  classes,  will,  as  a  result  of  their  visit,  be  able 
to  give  their  sisters  at  home  a  clearer  and  more 
vivid  comprehension  of  just  what  German  domi- 
nation meant  for  France  and  for  the  women  of 
France  during  their  reign  of  terror.  The  splendid 
courage  of  the  French  people  of  all  classes  during 
this  terrible  invasion  is  one  of  the  finest  lessons 
of  the  war. 

Miss  G.  R.  Hale  (Matron  of  the  Garrett- Anderson 
Hospital  and  of  the  Endell  Street  Military 
Hospital)  was,  we  believe,  the  only  trained  nurse 
included  in  this  first  party  of  women  visitors' 
A  lady  of  wide  sympathies  and  keen  patriotism, 
she  will,  we  feel  sure,  appreciate  sincerely  an 
opportunity  for  personal  observation,  and  will 
biing  home  to  us  upon  her  return  a  moving 
account  of  the  tragic  sufferings  and  devastation  of 
Northern  France  and  its  people — to  whom  every 
acre  is   sacred. 

THE    NURSING    AND    MIDWIFERY 
EXHIBITION   AND  CONFERENCE. 


THE  TRAGEDY  OF  NORTHERN  FRANCE. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Harry  Brittain,  a 
delegation  of  Englishwomen  left  London  on 
Wednesday  to  visit  the  devastated  areas  of 
Northern    France.      It    is    hoped    that    on    their 


The  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhibition,  which, 
in  pre-war  times,  was  an  annual  fixture  at  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  will  this 
year  be  held  at  St.  Andrew's  Ha^l,  Newman 
Street,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  from  April 
28th  to  Ma,y  2nd  (inclusive),  from  noon  to  nine 
each  day. 

In  connection  with  the  Exhibition  a  Conference 
has  been  somewhat  hurriedly  arranged.  It  is 
hoped  to  deal  with  the  following  subjects  — Fever 
Nursing,  State  Registration,  a  Uniform  Curricu- 
lum, Nursing  as  a  Profession  (Dr.  H.  C.  Crouch), 
Tuberculosis  Colonies  (Dr.  Varrier-Jones),  Venereal 
Disease  (Dr.  Victoria  Bennett),  Poor-law  Problems 
(Miss  A.  C.  Gibson),  District  Nursing  (arranged  by 
the  Q.V.J.  Institute),  Salaries  and  Conditions. 
These  Conferences  will  be  held  at  the  Mortimer 
Hall,  Mortimer  Street,  W.  (close  to  Regent  Street), 
on  the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  Monday,  April 
28th  ;  Wednesday,  April  30th ;  and  Friday,  May 
2nd. 

The  Midwifery  Sessions  and  Poor-law  Session 
will  be  held  in  the  small  hall  on  the  first  floor  of  St. 
Andrew's  Hall,  Newman  Street,  Oxford  Street  (in 
the  same  building  as  the  Exhibition),  on  the  after- 
noon and  evening  of  Tuesday,  April  29th,  and 
Thursday,  Ma)^  ist.  Midwives  and  health  workers 
should  note  these  dates. 

Tickets  for  the  Conference  and  Exhibition  may 
be  had  for  six  penny  stamps,  'wiiich  includes  a  free 
catalogue,  from  the  Exhibition  Secretary,  32,  Great 
Portland  Street,  W. 

By  the  -kindness  of  Lieut. -Colonel  J.  Powell, 
Commanding  Officer,  nurses  are  invited  to  visit 
the  fine  military  orthop.edic  hospital  in  Ducane 
Road,  Shepherd's  Bush  (a  short  tram  ride  from 
hammersmith  or  Wood  Lane  Station.s),  on  April 
29th,  from  2  to  4  p.m.  Here  they  vnW  see  the 
latest  methods  of  treating   injuries   to   the   limbs 
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and  f  joints,  splints,  pJasterf  [casts,   the    massage, 
electrical  and  bath  departments. 

STANDS  NOT    TO   BE   MISSED  AT   THE 
EXHIBITION. 

MESSRS.    COLEMAN     &   CO.,    LTD. 

Stands  i,  2. 
The  first  stands  on  the  left  on  passing  through 
the  entrance  are  those  of  Messrs.  Coleman  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Wincamis  Works,  Norwich,  contractors  to 
the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  and  His  Majesty's 
Forces.  Wincarnis  is  well  known  to  nurses,  as  it 
is  frequently  prescribed  in  convalescence  and  in 
cases  of  impaired  vitality.  It  is  composed  of 
choice  red -wine,  extract  of  meat,  and  extract  of 
malt  in  an  easily  assimilable  form. 

iTHE    SURGICAL    MANUFACTURING    CO. 

Stands  5  and  6. 

Those  who  are  concerned  with  the  furnishing  of 
hospitals,  nursing  homes  and  other  kindred 
institutions,  should  make  a  point  of  visiting  the 
establishment  of  the  Surgical  Manufacturing  Co., 
83-85,  Mortimer  Street,  London,  W.  i,  where  they 
will  be  able  to  procure  everything  to  meet  their 
requirements.  The  Invalid  Furniture  supplied  by 
this  firm  is  both  we^l  made  and  moderate  in  price. 
A  special  feature  is  made  of  comfortable  chairs, 
both  wheel  chairs  and  arm-chairs,  the  "  Regent  " 
Rest  Chair,  which  will  fold  up  when  not  in  use 
and  costs  only  £1  12s.  6d.,  being  specially  worthy 
of  note. 

A  great  advantage  in  dealing  with  this  firm  is 
that  requirements  for  invalids  can  be  hired,  and  if 
approved  can  be  purchased  during  the  first  month 
at  the  list  price,  less  any  amounts  paid  in  advance 
for  hire.  Private  -nurses  therefore  need  feel  no 
aiffidence  in  advising  patients  to  obtain  such 
necessaries  as  they  require,  as  they  can  be  hired 
for  a  very  moderate  sum  and  subsequently 
purchased  if  desired  when  their  utility  has  been 
tested. 

THE     MEDICAL   SUPPLY    ASSOCIATION. 

Stand  8. 

The  above  company  (167-173,  Gray's  Inn' Road) 
are  exhibiting  nursing,  requsites  and  other  speciali- 
ties. 
"THE    BRITISH    JOURNAL    OF    NURSING." 
Stand  20. 

The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  (published 
by  the  Nursing  Press,  Ltd.,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  i)  will  be  on  sale,  and  an  early  visit 
to  Stand  20  is  advised  to  those  who  wish  to  obtain 
our  Special  Spring  Number,  published  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Exhibition,  for  the  demand  for  the 
Journal  is  usually  great  on  such  occasions,  and  the 
issue,  which  will  contain  many  interesting  features, 
including  the  most  recent  information  in  regard 
to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  is  likely  to  be 
quickly  sold  out.  "  A  History  of  Nursing,"  by 
Miss  M.  A.  Nutting,  R.N.,  and  Miss  L.  L.  Dock, 
R.N.,  will  be  on  view,  and  on  order,  besides  other 
professional  literature. 


MESSRS.  KEEN,  ROBINSON  &  CO. 

Stand  22. 
Robinson's  "  Patent  "  Barley,  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  a  valuable 
preparation  which  should  be  known  to  all  who  are 
concerned  in  the  care  of  infants  and  invalids. 
In  regard  to  infants,  human  milk  is  their  birth- 
right, and  should  never  be  denied  them  except 
under  medical  advice.  But,  in  cases  where  a 
mother  is  unable  to  suckle  her  infant,  cow's  milk, 
sweetened  and  diluted  with  barley  water  made 
with  Robinson's  "  Patent  "  Barley  according  to 
formulae  supplied,  is  an  excellent  substitute.  The 
effect  of  the  barley  water  is  to  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  large  curds  in  the  child's  stomach,  a  result 
if  undiluted  cow's  mi^k  is  used.  It  can  also 
with  advantage  be  added  to  condensed  milk 
and  dried  milk,  instead  of  plain  water.  Barley 
water,  when  prescribed  in  cases  of  i'lness,  can 
also  be  prepared  with  advantage  from  Robinson's 
"  Patent  "    Barley. 

BOVRIL,    LTD. 

Stand  24. 
Stand  24"  has  been  secured  by  Bovril,  Ltd., "of 
152-166,  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.  Many  district 
nurses  and  midwives  who  both  carry  this  useful 
and  stimulating  beverage  in  their  district  bags 
for  use  as  occasion  requires,  and  also  use  it  them- 
selves, willjbe  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
the  latest  details  in  regard  to  it,  as  well  as 
Hospital  Matrons^  and  private  nirses. 

BOOTS,    LTD. 

Stand  27. 
This  noted  firm,  of  which  Sir  Jesse  Boot  ia 
the  managing"  director,  and  which  has  its  head- 
quarters in  Station  Street,  Nottingham,  has  the 
knack  of  presenting  goods,  fresh  and  sound  in 
quality,  under  most  attractive  guise.  The  reliabil- 
ity of  its  dispensing  service  is  increasingly  realized, 
and  visitors  to  the  exhibition  should  make  a  point 
of  acquainting  themselves  with  the  valuable 
special  features  of  this  service. 

GENATOSAN.    LTD. 

Stands  31,  32  and  33. 
^  Genatosan,*  Ltd..__(the  Biitish  purchasers^  of 
the  Sanatogen  Co.,  of  which  the  Viscountess 
Rhondda  is  Chairman,  and  the  Headquarters^  of 
which  are  at  12,  Chenies  Street,  W.C.  1)}  will 
exhibit  their  specialities  at  Stand  31.  It  wiHibe 
remembered  how  this  firm  successfully  replaced 
Sanatogen  (of  German  origin)  wi1h  a  British 
product  which  they  named  "  Genatosan,"  and  also 
have  put  on  the  market  a  Formamint  Tablet 
which,  in  the  recent  influenza  epidemic,  has  been 
prescribed  with  excellent  results,  both  as  a  preven- 
tive and  in  cases  of  influenzal  catarrh,  j 

VIROL,[LTD. 

Stands  34  and  35. 
Time  was  when  the  life  of  invalid  children  was 
made  a- burden  to  them  by  reason  of  the  nauseous 
compounds  they  were  compelled  to  swallow  for 
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their  good.  Now  we  have  changed  that,  and  no 
instance  is  more  striking  than  in  the  case  of  Virol, 
a  bone  aid  tissue  building  food,  presented  in  most 
delectable  form  by  Virol,  Ltd.,  148-166,  Old 
Street,  London,  E.C.  Children  love  it,  and  look 
eagerly  forward  to  the  time  when  it  is  again  due, 
instead  of  dreading  medicine  time.  Expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  find  much  benefit  from  its 
use,  and  young  children  thrive  upori  it. 

MESSRS.  ALLEN  &  HANBURYS,  LTD. 

Stands  37,  38,  and  39. 
This  well-known  firm,  whose  headquarters  are 
at  37,  Lombard  Street,  London,  has  a  world-wide 
reputation  for  the  value  of  its  Dietetic  Products. 
A  large  variety  of  these  will  be  displayed  at  the 
Exhibition,  and  nurses  are  cordially  invited  to 
visit  the  Stand  of  this  firm,  where  samples  of  their 
specialities  will  be  distributed. 

MESSRS.     JOHN     BELL    &    CROYDEN,    LTD. 

Stand  41. 
Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Croyden,  of  50,  Wigmore 
Street,  W.,  whose  sterilized  dressings  and  accouch- 
ment  outfits  are  widely  appreciated,  and  who 
have  a  night  service  for  urgent  requirements,  are 
arranging  an^exhibit  of  their  specialities. 

THE    NESTLE'S    AND    ANGLO-S   W 
CONDENSED    MILK    CO. 

Stand  44. 

It  is  high  testimony  to  the  value  both  of  breast 
feeding  and  of  Nestle' s  Milk  that,  as  recorded  in 
our  advertisement  columns,  during  the  four  years' 
German  occupation  of  Lille,  there  should  not  only 
have  been  a  marked  decline  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate,  but  also  that  the  infant  death-rate  from 
gastro-enteritis  fell  from  the  pre-war  average  of 
18  to  21  per  cent,  to  nil. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  Lille  babies  during  this 
trying  time  that,  as  there  was  no  industrial  em- 
ployment, their  mothers  were  able  to  attend  to 
their  maternal  duties,  for  no  fresh  milk  was  pro- 
curable. When  maternal  feeding  failed  or  needed 
supplementing,  Nestle's  Milk,  supplied  first  by 
the  American  Relief  Committee,  and  subsequently 
by  the  Spanish-Dutch  Relief  Committee— was  the 
condensed  milk  exclusively  used,  and  the  total 
elimination  of  the  deaths  of  infants  from  gastro- 
enteritis, especially  under  war-time  conditions,  is 
striking  testimony  to  its  usefulness.  The  Head- 
Quarters  of  the  firm  are  at  6  and  8,  Eastcheap.E.C. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR      NURSES. 

Stand  49. 
We  ar©  glad  to  note  that   (in  the  gallery)  the 
Q.V.J. I.  are  arranging  an  exhibit.     It  is  sure  to 
be    practical,    interesting    and    instructive. 

MESSRS.    BROWN   &  POLSON,     LTD. 

Stands  59  and  60. 
Brown  &  Poison's   "  Patent "    Cornflour  is  well 
known  to  nurses  and  midwives,  who  value  it  as 
an  excellent  standby  for  preparing  a  variety  of 


nutritious,  attractive  and  inexpensive  dishes  for 
their  patients.  Nurses  on  night  duty  and  mid- 
wives  called  out  to  cases  at  night  will  find  a  cup 
of  cornflour,  made  with  this  preparation,  most 
sustaining  before  going  out  or  when  returning 
from  a  midwifery  case. 

Its  preparation-  as  an  Invalid  Diet  will  be 
demonstrated  daily  at  the  Exhibition  at  Messrs. 
Brown  &  Poison's  Stands  (Nos.  59  and  60),  which 
nurses  should  not  fail  to  visit. 

THE    GAS    LIGHT    &    COKE    CO. 

Rooms  i  and  2. 

At  the  present  tirne  when  the  domestic 
service  problem  is  so  acute,  anything  that 
lightens  labour  is  a  real  boon.  Nothing  has 
helped  more  in  this  respect  than  the  provision 
of  up-to-date  stoves,  whereby  cooking  by  gas 
is  made  easy.  Visitors  to  the  Exhibition  should 
on  no  account  miss  the  exhibit  of  a  completely 
equipped  modern  kitchen  arranged  by  the  Gas 
Light  &  Coke  Co.,  Horseferry  Road,  Westminster, 
S.W.  I. 

GLAXO. 

Rooms  3,  4,  and  5. 

Glaxo  (155-157,  Great  Portland  Street,  W.  i), 
as  is  usual  on  these  occasions,  will  occupy  very 
considerable  space  at  the  Nursir.g  Exhibition. 

The  Glaxo  Rooms  will  be  entered  by  the  first 
door  on  the  right,  and  will  consist  chiefly  of  a 
comfortable  Rest-room  for  Nurses  attending  the 
Exhibition,  where  they  will  be  able  to  meet  their 
friends  and  find  teas  and  refreshments. 

A  special  feature  of  the  Glaxo  exhibit  will  be  a 
Cookery  Demonstration  of  many  of  the  recipes 
which  Nurses  have  sent  in  response  to  the  Glaxo 
Recipe  Competition.  Nurses  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  these  Recipes  and  giving  their 
opir.ion  upon  them. 

LYSOL,    LTD. 
Stand  C. 

Among  the  exhibits  of  Lysol,  Ltd.,  Crayford 
Mills,  Wharton  Road,  Stratford,  E.  15,  will  be 
found  "  L  "  Brand  Lysol,  a  British-made  brand 
of  antiseptics  most  popular  with  nurses  and 
midwives.  It  is  of  constant  quality,  is  non-caustic, 
and  does  not  attack  the  hands. 

Marshall's  Toilet  anc'  Surgical  Soap. — Fast 
becoming  a  favourite  with  the  public  for  every-day 
use.     It  is  mild,  fragrant  and  pleasant  in  use. 

Surgical  Soap. — Contains  10  per  cent.  Lysol, 
and  is  valuable  where  an  antiseptic  and  medicated 
soap  is  required.  It  should  be  noted  by  nurses 
and   midwives. 

The  Osyl  Dentijrices  (Powder  and  Paste)  are 
recommended  as  extremely  agreeable,  thoroughly 
cleansing  the  mouth  and  gums,  and  cleaning  and 
whitening  the  teeth.    They  are  extremely  popular. 

Lysol  Hair  Tonic. — This  appeals  to  the  medical 
profession  and  nurses  as  associated  with  Lysol, 
and  as  an  antiseptic  hair  tonic  which  has  a 
thoroughly  cleansing  and  antiseptic  action  on 
the  scalp,  quickly  removes  dandruif,  and  improves 
the  growth  of  the  hair. 
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IMPORTANT    ITEMS    TO     NOTE    AND 
[REMEMBER. 

MESSRS.  E.  &IR.  GARROULD. 

There  is  noj^more  popular  establishment  with 
nurses  th?.n  Messrs.  E.  &R.  Garrould's,  150 to  162, 
Edgware  Road,  W.  Here  every  consideration  is 
given  to  their  convenience.  Everything  in  the 
way  of  personal  equipment  that  they  may  desire, 
and  much  more  besides  is  conveniently  brought 
together  in  the  Nurses'-  Saloon.  Here  also  in 
a  quiet  corner  they  can  write  letters,  consult 
reference  books,  and  meet  friends.  It  is  small 
wonder,  then,  that  at  whatever  time  one  visits 
this  West  End  emporium  one  finds  nurses  congie- 
gated  there  and  the  department  devoted  to  their 
needs   one   of  the   busiest   in  the   establishment. 

Just  now,  with  spring  upon  us,  is  the  time  for 
the  renewal  of  uniforms,  and  Messrs.  Garrould  are 
showing  a  wide  and  attractive  selection.  Also 
nurses  who  are  out  of  town  can  obtain  patterns 
and  measurement  forms  post  free. 

The  firm  also  makes  a  speciality  of  "  St.  Mary's  " 
Ward  Shoe,  soft  and  pliable,  at  the  moderate 
price  of  13s.  6d. 

IMESSRS.    THOMAS    WALLISI&    CO.,    LTD^I 

Manyjnurses  find  the  establishment  of*  Messrs 
Thomas  Wallis  &  Co.,  at  Holborn  Circus,  London 
E.G.  I,  a  convenient  centre  for  shopping,  and 
purchase  uniforms  and  outfi'S  there.  The  firm 
studies  economy  and  is  glad  to  quote  prices  on 
application.  They  have  aJso  had  extensive  experi,. 
€nce  as  Hospital  contractors,  ar.d  are  prepared  jto 
supply  hospital  furnishings  of  all  kinds.    •    .,;  ^^---fJ 

THERMOGENE. 

Thermogene  Curative  Wadding  (Thermogene 
Bureau,  K31,  Hayward's  Heath,  Sussex)  is  much 
in"'demand  at  the  present  time.  It  can  be 
obtained  of  all  chemists  and  drug  stores,  and  is 
used  in  Naval  and  Military  and  Red  Cross 
Hospitals. 

MESSRS.  BURROUGHS  WELLCOME  &  CO. 

It  must  always  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill 
Buildings,  London,  E.C.,  that  nearly  twenty  years 
ago  they  pioneered  the  attack  on  the  German 
fine  chemical  monopolies.  They  have  done  notable 
things  during  the  war,  but  the  commercial  pro- 
duction of  Pilocarpine  in  1900,  Atropine  and 
Eserine  in  igoi  and  Homatropine  in  1905  must 
not  be  forgotten  in  the  glamour  of  war-time 
acliievement.  Kharsiran  and  Neokharsivan  are 
products  that  mark  a  signal  triumph  for  British 
skill  and  research  ;  and  in  the  official  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Venereal  Diseases,  1916, 
these  specialities  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  &  Well- 
come were  described  as  pioducing  excellent 
results 

MESSRS.   A.   8t    E.    BRAID  &   CO.,    LTD. 

Messrs.  Braid,  of  30,  Gower  Place,  W.C.  i, 
make  a  very  special  feature  of  the  "  Sterling  " 
Rubber  Gloves,   for  which  they  are  sole  agents. 


These  gloves  can  be  relied  upon  as  of  exceptional 
value. 
INGRAM'S  SEAMLESS  ENEMA  SYRINGES. 

When  ^electing  an  enema  sjninge  do  not 
forget  that  the  Seamless  Syringes  supplied  by 
Messrs.  J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Hackney 
Wick,  are  obtainable  of  all  chemists,  and  that 
they  are  of  high  grade  quality. 
NUJOL. 

Nujol,  which  is  an  American  product  supplied 
in  this  country  by  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Co. , 
Ltd.,  36,  Queen  Anne's  Gate,  Westminster, 
S.W.  I,  is  a  valuable  preparation,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  train  the  bowels  to  functionate 
naturally.  ,It  acts  mechanically,  not  medicinally. 
FAWCETT'S    BARLEY. 

Fawcett's  Natural  Process  Barley  (Fawcett's 
Barley  Food  Specialists,  Castleford,  Yorks.)  is 
a  very  valuable  food  in  the  dietary  both  of 
children  and  invalids.  It  is  also  a  reliable  means 
foi  diluting  milk,  and  should  find  a  place  in  the 
store  cupboards  of  all  hospitals  and  private 
houses. 

BENGER'S    FOOD,    LTD. 

Benger's  Food  (Otter  Works,  Manchester)  is 
a  very  valuable  farinaceous  food,  and  as  it  con- 
tains natural  digestive  principles,  is  taken  with 
benefit  by  persons  of  enfeebled  digestion.  In- 
valids and  old  people  who  take  Benger's  Food 
before  settling  down  for  the  night  frequently 
find  that  refreshing  sleep  foUows. 

PROFESSIONAL     LITERATURE. 

Both  nurses  and  midwives  will  find  in  the  pro- 
fessional literature  published  by  Messrs.  Charles 
Griffin  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Exeter  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  2, 
a  selection  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  use  to  them 
in  the  course  of  their  work.  A  most  popular  book 
with  nurses  is  "  A  Manual  of  Nursing  "  {Medical 
and  Surgical)  by  Dr.  Lavurence  Humphry,  now  in 
its  thirty-eighth  edition,  while,  in  view  of  the 
interest  at  present  being  taken  in  infant  welfare. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Hellier's  "  Infancy  and  Infant  Rearing," 
Dr.  Westland's  book  on  "  The  Child  (a  Medical 
Guide  to  its  Care  and  Management)  "  and  other 
kindred  booksj^will  be  of  great  use  to  students  of 
this  subject.     ' 

I  m  I 

COMING    EVENTS. 

April  26th. — National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses 
Annual  Council  Meeting,  46.  Marsham  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

April  2Sth  to  May  2nd. — Ninth  Annual  Nursing 
and  Midwifery  Conference  and  Exhibition,  St. 
Andrew's  Hall,  Newman  Street,  Oxford  Street, 
W.     From  noon  to  9  p.m.  each  day. 

May  ^rd. — Meeting  Executive  Committee  Society 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  will  report  progress  of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  431,  Oxford 
Street,   London,   W.      4  p.m. 

May  i^ih. — First  portion  of  the  Funeral  Service 
for  the  late  Miss  Edith  Cavell,  Westminster  Abbey. 
Admission  to  all  parts  of  the  Abbey  by  ticket  only. 
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"  MR.    MISFORTUNATE.  " 

The  romance  of  "  Bonnie  Prince  Ctarlie,"  as 
told  by  Miss  Bowen,  will  be  attractive,  for  sure, 
and  so  needs  no  preliminary  recommendation. 
It  deals  with  the  period  subsequent  to  his  defeat 
at  CuUoden,  during  his  retirement  in  France, 
when  he  was  deluded  by  the  false  hopes  held 
out  to  him  by  Louis  XV  of  reinforcement  and 
money  in  order  that  he  might  once  more  endeavour 
to  establish  his  claim  to  the  throne.  As  is  in- 
separable from  Miss  Bowen' s  writing,  the  book 
abounds  in  vivid  local  colouring,  and  her  charac- 
ters are  painted  with  the  grace  and  chaim  which 
are  peculiar  to  her. 

Prince  Charles  and  his  brother  Prince  Henry 
of  York  during  their  attendance  at  Mass  give 
the  varying  characteristics  of  the  two  brothers 
as  e>hil  ited  in  their  attitude  to  religion. 

"  The  music  penetrated  to  the  heart  of  the  young 
man  kneeling  by  the  pillar,  who  folded  his  hands 
tightly  on  his  heart  and  pressed  his  knees  deeper 
into  the  velvet  cushion  with  a  little  tremor  of 
emotion."  Prince  Henry  shortly  afterwards 
donned  the  Cardinal's  hat. 

"  His  companion,  a  few  years  older  than  him- 
self, and  of  an  appearance  far  more  attractive 
and  handsome,  remained  kneeling  a  little  behind 
him  in  the  shadow,  making  no  great  trouble  to 
stifle  his  yawns  or  to  conceal  his  boredom  at  the 
long  ceremony.  .  .  .  His  face  was  so  charming, 
his  bearing  so  manly,  that  all  the  ladies  in  his 
vicinity  were  looking  at  him,  and  several  endeavour- 
ing to  engage  his  attention. 

"  But  this  feminine  flattery,  to  which  he  was 
but  too  well  used,  appeared  to  weary  him  as  much 
as  the  Mass  ;  he  took  no  notice  of  any  of  his 
admirers,  his  sole  interest  seemed  to  be  for  his 
young  companion,  whose  very  earnest  devotion 
he   regarded   with   some   intolerance." 

Then  follows  a  vivid  description  of  his  dress  and 
personality  which  is  very  alluring.  Yet,  his 
noble  figure  standing  there  so  negligently  might 
have  been  in  the  eyes  of  many  that  of  a  martyr 
to  this  faith,  to  whose  tenets  he  had  sacrificed 
his  fairest  hopes  and  whose  influence  had  cost 
his  family  a  triple  crown.  It  was  because  he 
realised  this  that  he  was  indifferent  to-day, 
because  his  brother  set  the  things  of  faith  before 
the  things  of  time,  that  he  was  impatient  with 
him,  and  because  he  had  no  thought  in  his  heart 
beyond  the  passion  for  his  lost  inheritance  that 
he  had  escaped  the  allure  of  the  fashionable 
wantons  with  which  the  gay  and  vicious  Court 
circle  abounded.  In  contra-distinction  to  the 
painted  beauties  of  that  period  there  ever  arose 
to  his  imagination  the  healthy  face  of  the  noble 
Flora  Macdonald,  creeping  out  to  meet  him  with 
a  bowl  of  milk  by  moonlight,  with  other  Scots- 
women free  stepping,  with  wind-browned  face 
and   loose  hair,   simple   creatures  without  art  or 

*By  Marjorie  Bowen.     W.  Collins  &  Sons,  Ltd. 


luxury  to  adorn  them,  faithful  and  brave  as    the 
men  folk,  fragrant  and  strong  as  their  heather. 

But  for  all  that  his  toast  was  the  "  second 
daughter  of  France,  the  black  eyes,"  a  toast 
given  in  defiance  during  his  wanderings,  a  stiff 
Httle  creature  of  brocade  and  lace,  her  complexion 
too  whitened  to  show  pallor,  too  rouged  to  show 
a  blush,  exact  as  an  expensive  puppet  in  her 
decorum  and  taught  grace."  Was  she  not  the 
daughter  of  Louis  XV,  on  whom  all  his  hopes 
and  ambitions  hung  ? 

Poor  Charles,  the  treachery  of  Louis  was  fore- 
shadowed in  his  daughter's  disdain. 
"  Monseigneur  has  presumed." 
Stewart  pride  flamed  to  meet  the  Bourbon  pride. 
"  It  would  not  be  the  first  time  there  has  been 
an  alliance  between  our  houses,"  he  reminded  her 
proudly. 

Her  reply  had  the  astonishing  cruelty  of  a 
child's  artlessness. 

"  It  would  be  the  first  time  that  a  daughter 
of  France  has  espoused  one  in  the  position  of 
Monseigneur." 

It  was  after  this  rebuft'  that  Charles  entered 
into  an  intrigue  with  Madame  de  Talmond.  He 
preferred  her  to  other  women,  but  she  only  stirred 
his  fancy  fitfully.  On  her  side  at  least  there  was 
love  and  loyalty,  and  on  his  there  was  "  at  least 
anodyne  if  not  balm  in  this  warm  affection  so 
freely  oftered  ;  anodyne  for  the  pain  and  morti- 
fication, the  misery  and  remorse  closed  in  his  sore 
heart."  But  he  did  not  hesitate  to  leave  her  side 
at  the  message  that  his  faithful  friend  Lochiel 
was  dying. 

Charles  entered  the  death  chamber,  the  light 
from  the  outer  room  enabled  him  to  see  the  ted 
with  its  looped-back  curtains  and  the  outlines 
of  the  Highland  chief,  whose  pillows  had  been 
composed,  and  over  whose  limbs  was  spread  a 
rug  of  Cameron  tartan.  What  memories  now 
of  the  days  at  Moidart  when  this  man  had  been 
persuaded  to  risk  all  in  a  cause  he  knew  to  be 
damned. 

Old  Lochiel  wandered  in  with  an  aimless 
curiosity  and  a  dull  sorrow.  He  straightened  the 
coverlet  of  his  son's  bed  with  a  shaking  hand. 

"  They  always  said  a  fair- haired  chief  would 
be  unfortunate,"  he  said. 

"  There  is  no  one,"  said  Charles,  "  so  un- 
fortunate as- 1  am." 

Enough  quotations  have  been  given,  we  feel 
sure,  to  make  every  reader  long  to  read  the  book 
as  a  whole,  and  indeed  no  one  should  miss  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  Writing  of  such  rare 
charm  as  Miss  Bowen's  should  not  be  neglected 
by  any  intelligent  person,  and  those  who  fail  to 
appreciate  it  are  indeed  to  be  pitied. 

H.  H. 


A  WORD  FOR  THE  WEEK. 

"  Thinkers  are  scarce  as  gold  ;  but  he  whose 
thoughts  embrace  all  his  subject,  pursues  it 
uninterruptedly  and  fearless  of  consequences, 
is  a  diamond  of  enormous  size." — Lavater.  f^i^ 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A    RED    LETTER    DAY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — The  British  Journals  of 
Nursing — these  last  two  weeks  are  treasures  ! 
What  joy_  they  brought  to  my  heart  !  To  you 
we  owe  all  !  Your  name  is  sacred  for  all  time. 
>»  What  a  day  for  you  and  all  those  who  so  loyally 
and  faithfully  helped  you  these  long,  weary  years — 
the  day  of  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  !  How 
I  should  have  loved  to  have  seen  you  ! 

So  many  thoughts,  so  many  wishes,  so  many 
emotions,  so  many  remembrances  come  to  me  at 
once  that  I  am  powerless  to  express  anything  ! 
Only  just  I  want  to  say.  I  am  grateful  to  you — 
you  are  bringing  us  to  light  and  freedom  in  our 
sacred  calling  ! 

A  Grateful  Irish  Nurse  Serving  in 
France. 
A    SANATORIUM    FOR    NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — We  are  all  very  grateful 
indeed  to  you  for  taking  up  the  question  of  the, 
sanatorium  for  nurses,  which  is  badly*  needed. 
Four  additional  nurses  have  recently  arrived  here, 
bringing  the  percentage  of  nurses  in  the  total 
number  of  women  patients  up  to  just  under  23 
per  cent.  In  the  other  sanatoria,  of  which  I  have 
been  hearing,  the  percentage  recently  was  14  per 
cent.  I  am  sure  that  it  has  never  been  realised 
generally  that  the  percentage  was  so  great,  and  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that  Matrons  and  Sisters-in- 
Charge  of  sanatoria,  who  must  have  noticed  it, 
have  let  a  great  opportunity '  go  past,  and  have 
failed  in  their  duty  to  their  professional  sisters 
in  not  drawing  attention  to  it.  Who  knows  if 
such  knowledge  would  not  have  hastened  the 
reforms   in   hours   of  work. 

I  feel  rather  afraid  that  you  will  get  tired  of 
hearing  about  sanatorium  life,  and  of  having  letters 
on  the  subject  from  tuberculous  nurses  ;  but  they 
are  all  so  pathetically  enthusiastic  about  the 
scheme  and  so  anxious  to  do  something  to  help 
it  on,  that  I  cannot  help  encouraging  them  to 
write  to  you. 

Yours   truly, 

A  Nurse  Patient. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Sister  writes  : — "  At  a  sanatorium  at  which 
I  was  a  patient,  the  toilet  arrangements  left  much 
to  be  desired.  A  '  chamber  '  was  allowed  for 
the  night,  by  request ;  it  had  to  be  kept  in  the 
locker  with  one's  clothes  by  day,  or  I  had  to 
promenade  the  whole  length  of  the  cold  corridor, 
or  to  attend  to  it  each  morning.  There  were  only 
three  lavatory  basins  and  a  tap  for  the  ablutions 
of   fifty   women — absolutely   no   privacy.     What 


was  worse  still  was  the  fact  that  the  bed  quilt  and 
blankets  were  not  disinfected  after  each  patient. 
I  arrived  at  11  a.m.  and  my  bed  had  been  made 
up  with  the  same  quilt  and  blankets  the  last 
patient  had  used.  .  This  patient  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  an  incurable  home  that  very  morning  ! 
Everyone  was  very  kind  to  me." 

"  Sister  Mary  "  writes  : — "  We  are  such  a 
callous  people  in  many  ways— we  often  lack  the 
inspiration  of  '  righteous  indignation.'  I  am 
moved  to  make  this  remark  owing  to  the  fact 
that  on  reading  in  the  B.  J.  N.  that  a  public 
funeral  had  been  proposed  for  the  martyred 
Edith  Cavell,  a  quite  well-to-do  patient  said, 
'  Who  is  Edith  Cavell  ?  '  You  would  hardly 
credit  it,  but  it  is  true.  So  by  all  means  let  the 
nation  show  some  recognition  of  their  appreciation 
for  her  patriotism,  so  that  the  '  stay  at  homes  ' 
may  know  the  nation  produces  such  heroines." 

Red  Cross  Nurse  : — "  I  joined  the  College 
because  of  the  pledge — leaflets  containing  it  were 
given  away  at  83,  Pall  Mall,  so  the  Red  Cross 
Society  is  partly  to  blame  for  misleading  its 
nurses." 

"  Outraged  Sister  "  : — "  I  have  written  to  the 
Duchess  of  Devonshire  protesting  against  the  wall 
outside  Devonshire  House  being  plastered  with 
charity  appeals  for  nurses.  I  feel  a  pauper  every 
tim3  I  pass  along  Piccadilly.  When  we  have  a 
General  Nursing  Council,  will  it  be  able  to  prevent 
such  an  outrage  ?  " 

A  Superintendent  of  Nurses  writes  : — "  If  by 
any  chance  the  College  Bill  had  pushed  itself 
through  (perish  the^thought !),  I  think  we  had 
better  all  have  sailed  for  America.  I  never  wanted 
to  go  there  before,  but  since  President  Wilson 
came  across  and  spoke  for  humanity,  it  seems  to 
me  I  feel  as  though  it  would  be  a  tremendous 
thing  to  go  and  see  the  place  that  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  built  for  themselves,  and  thought  for 
themselves.  One  has  reaUsed  so  keenly  these 
last  few  years  what  it  means  to  be  denied  these 
fundamental  principles,  and  how  right  they  were 
to  '  shake  the  dust  from  off  their  feet.'  " 

[Much  better  stay  at  home  and  help  to  save 
our  country,  and  build  up  our  profession, 
through  the  Registration  Act  when  we  get  it  ; 
although  nothing  could  possibly  be  so  enlightening 
as  a  visit  to  America.  We  found  our  three  visits 
to  the  United  States  more  stimulating  than  any 
other  influence  in  life. — Ed.] 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

April  26th. — How  would  you  care  for  beds, 
bedding,  blankets,  rubber  sheeting  and  ward 
linen,  to  keep  them  economically  hygienic  when 
in  hospital  use  ? 

May  ^rd. — What  is  Rabies  ?  Describe  the 
Nursing  Treatment.  / 

May  loth. — State  what  you  know  about  Para- 
sitic Worms  of  the  Intestines.  How  are  they 
treated  ? 
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A   PRACTICAL   METHOD  OF 
CATHETERIZATION. 

Those  who  have  taught  pupil  nurses  to  cathe- 
terize,  and  who  have  watched  their  work  closely, 
will,  I  believe  (says  a  writer  in  The  Modern 
Hospital),  agree  that  the  points  in  the  procedure 
most  difficult  for  the  average  pupil  nurse  to  grasp 
are,  i.e.  '.  (i)  how  to  k6ep  their  hands  from  con- 
veying infectious  mateiials  into  the  meatus ; 
(2)  to  be  able  to  find  easily  the  meatus  urinarius, 
especially  in  puerperal  patients,  where  the  labiae 
are  swollen.  To  remedy  this  I  have  adapted  the 
technic  outlined  in  the  succeeding  paragraphs  : — ■ 

Equipment. — One  sterile  tray  containing  : — 

1.  One  sterile  pan,  containing  two  perfect  glass 
catheters,  each  having  five  inches  of  rubber  tubing 
attached  to  its  distal  end. 

2.  One  sterile  pitcher  containing  one  quart  of 
sterile  antiseptic  solution  of  proper  strength  for 
flushing. 

3.  One  sterile  wide-mouth  glass  bottle,  capacity 
at  least  one  quart,  of  special  design  for  this  purpose 
only. 

4.  One  package  of  three  sterile  towels. 

5.  One  pair  of  good  sterile  gloves. 
Additional    supplies  ;      Douche     pan,     draping 

sheet,  and  screen  for  bedside. 

Procedure-^ 

1.  The  pupil  takes  tray  and  other  supplies  to 
bedside  and  places  screen  around  bed. 

2.  She  washes  her  hands  carefully,  and  dries 
them  on  clean  towel. 

3.  Puts  patient  on  douche  pan,  drapes  with 
clean  sheet,  folding  bed  covers  to  foot  of  bed. 

4.  Places  the  tray  at  patient's  feet. 

5.  Opens  sterile  packages — puts  on  sterile 
gloves. 

6.  Places  one  sterile  towel  over  pubic  region 
and  one  over  thigh  next  pupil. 

7.  Picks  up  handle  of  pitcher  with  extra  sterile 
towel  with  right  hand.  With  thumb  and  fore- 
finger of  left  hand  separates  labiae  at  the  uppermost 
point,  and  holds  them  well  separated. 

8.  The  solution  is  poured  from  pitcher  in  right 
liand  with  some  force,  so  that  the  flow  strikes 
against  the  meatus,  thereby  opening  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  washing  infectious  material  downward 
from  it,  thus  cleansing  the  orifice. 

9.  Still  holding  the  labiae  apart— not  letting 
thern  fall  together  for  one  instant — the  pupil  sets 
the  pitcher  on  the  tray,  picks  up  the  catheter  at 
the  rubber  end,  and  kinks  the  rubber  as  she  inserts 
Iho  catheter  into  the  meatus. 

10.  Then  releasing  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of 
left  hand,  with  them  she  holds  rubber  end  of 
catheter  closed  until,  with  right  hand,  she  places 
the  bottle  in  douche  pan,  directing  rubber  end 
into  it,  allowing  the  urine  to  flow  directly  into  a 
sterile  container,  thus  providing  a  sterile  specimen 
if  same  is  wanted  for  examination. 


The  rest  of  the  technic  is  the  same  as  is  usually 
taught ;  pressure  over  the  supra-pubic  region,  and 
reaching  recesses  of  the  bladder  by  gentle  turning 
of  the  catheter  to  facilitate  the  flow  of  urine. 

The  catheter  must  always  be  inspected  before 
insertion  for  cracks  or  imperfections,  and  for  that 
reason  or  in  case  of  accident  I  instruct  pupils  to 
sterilise  two  catheters  for  each  catheterization. 

After  the  urine  ceases  to  flow,  the  pupil  flushes 
the  labiae,  removes  patient  from  the  douche  pan, 
dries  the  buttocks,  and.  makes  the  bed  toilet. 


THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

A  Special  Penal  Meeting  of  the  CentralTVIidwives 
Board  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Board,  i.  Queen 
Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.,  on 
April    1 6th,    with   the   following   results  : — 

Struck  Off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  Cancelled. — 
Midwives  Lucy  Smith  (No.  30861),  Maria  Alcock 
(No.  18358),  Lettie  Bailey  (No.  30800),  Mary  Ball 
(No.  14456),  Ann  Bolstridge  (No.  17763),  Rose 
Cousins  (No.  42384),  and  Edith  Knott  (No.  29214). 

Report  in  Three  and  Six  Months'  L  ime. — Midwives 
Mary  Elizabeth  McGrath  (No.  937),  and  Ethel 
Margaret  Williams  (No.  29860). 


THE  TREASURE  COT. 

The  selection  of  a  cot  for  baby  (and  especially 
the  first  baby)  is  an  important  event  in  the  life  of 
an  expectant  mother  ;  it  is  also  of  great  importance 
to  the  infant  that  the  right  type  of  cot  should  be 
selected.  We  do  not  think  the  mother  will  be 
long  in  doubt  if  she  visits  the  establishment  of  the 
Treasure  Cot  Co.,  Ltd.,  124,  Victoria  Street, 
W.  I  (near  Victoria  Station)  where  she  will  be 
a  welcome  visitor.  The  cot  has  many  obvious 
advantages  besides  being  dainty  and  attractive. 

We  drew  attention  in  a  recent  issue    to  the 

interest  shown  by  the  Queen  in  these  cots  when 

visiting    the    Rachel    McMillan    Baby    Camp    at 

Deptford.     "  I  can  see  they  are  admirable,"  said 

Her  Majesty.     "  They  are  clean,  light,  and  not  too 

dear." 

>  »  I 

THE  MENE  ACCOUCHEMENT  SETS. 

Midwives  and  Nurses  should  note  the  con- 
venience of  the  Mene  Specialities  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Chesterfield,  and 
168,  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.,  and  procurable 
from  drapers,  ladies'  outfitters  and  chemists.  It 
is,  for  instance,  a  great  convenience  for  a  maternity 
nurse  to  be  able  to  procure,  or  to  tell  her  patient 
where  to  procure,  a  well-selected  set  of  necessaries 
for  her  accouchement,  and  the  Mene  Accouchement 
Sets  are  procurable  at  the  very  moderate  prices  of 
40s.  and  20s.  each. 

Their  Accouchement  Sheets  of  various  sizes, 
absorbent  and  at  the  same  time  waterproof,  are 
also  very  convenient. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE     ATTEMPT    TO    WRECK    THE 
NURSES'     BILL. 


IN  IRELAND. 

\V' e  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  members 
of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Irish 
Nursings  Board,  are  justly  indignant  at  the 
latest  gross  attack  upon  their  organizations 
under  the  anonymous  signature  of  *'  lerne, " 
published  in  The  Hospital  last  week.  The 
Burdett  'press  has,  for  thirty  years,  most 
venomously  insulted  every  honourable  society 
of  women  nurses  which  has  had  the  courage 
to  advocate  the  organization  of  trained  nursing 
by  the  State,  and  whilst  exploiting  the  nursing 
world  to  its  utmost  through  its  advertising 
columns,  has  by  every  means  in  its  power 
attempted  to  prevent  free  co-operation 
amongst  its  members. 

This  policy  has  during  the  past  year 
reached  dimensions  of  intimidation  that  can 
no  longer  be  borne  in  dignified  silence,  and 
now,  owing  to  the  success  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  director  of  the  chief  anti-registration 
organ  has  apparently  not  only  lost  his  temper 
but  his  head. 

Presumably  "  lerne  "  forgot  that  Sir 
Arthur  Chance,  F.R.C.S.I.,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Irish  Nursing  Board,  is  also  a  past  Pre- 
sident of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Ireland,  and  to  term  a  Board  of  which  he  is 
Chairman  an  institution  which  is  *'  bog^s 
absolutely  and  utterly  "  is  a  scandalous  per- 
version of  the  truth,  which  we  are  glad  to 
know  is  not  to  pass  without  notice. 

The  Irish  Nurses'  Association  will  deal  with 
the  attack  at  its  meeting  on  May  3rd,  and  we 
hope  that  it  will  not  only  demand  an  abject 
apology  from  Sir  Henry  Burdett,  and  the 
anonymous  detractor,  for  this  cowardly  and 
untrue  statement,  but  see  that  members  of 
Parliament   are   made  to   understand   the   true 


inwardness  of  this  political  dodge  in  the 
interests  of  the  Employers'  Party,  who  are  out 
to  wreck,  if  possible,  because  they  cannot 
control,  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  which 
Irish  Nurses  helped  to  draft,  and  on  the 
Nursing  Council  of  which  they  have  been 
accorded  rightful  representation. 

IN     ENGLAND. 

In  England,  College  Matrons  are  busy 
(i)  getting  up  a  Petition  for  more  nominated 
representaton  for  themselves  on  the  Governing 
Body  of  the  Bill,  when,  as  it  stands,  they  are 
eligible  if  elected  to  fill  every  seat  for  nurses, 
and  (2)  continuing  their  pauperising  policy  by 
inviting  nurses  to  sign  a  Petition  against  a 
£2  2s.  registration  fee  in  the  second  and  third 
year. 

IN    SCOTLAND. 

College  members  in  Scotland,  whilst  quite 
willing  to  thrust  any  number  of  Supplementary 
Registers  of  specialists  upon  the  profession,  as 
proposed  in  the  now  defunct  College  Bill,  are 
criticising  adversely  the  bona-fide  sub-section, 
inserted  by  the  Government  for  practising 
nurses  who  may  not  have  had  three  years'  con- 
secutive training  and  a  certificate.  Many  Lx>n- 
don  Hospital  nurses,  and  others,  come  under 
this  category. 

OUR     POLICY. 

Our  policy  is  to  sit  tight,  as  we  have  done 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  If  the  Bill  goes 
through  as  amended  in  Committee,  with  a  few 
further  safegaiards,  it  is  good  enough  for  us. 
The  Nursing  Schools  and  Hospitals,  in  their 
intense  jealousy  of  State  interference,  threw 
the  Nursing  Profession  to  the  tigers  of  dis- 
organization for  forty  years.  The  Nursing 
Pioneers  have  fought  "  with  beasts  at 
Ephesus,"  and  slain  them  right  royally,  one 
after  another.  The  Nurses  Registration  Bill 
is  calculated  in  a  few  years  tO'  bring  order  out 
of  chaos,  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every 
trained  nurse  to  do  her  utmost  to  have  it 
become  law  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


HOW  WOULD  YOU  CARE  FOR  BEDS,  BEDDINQ 
BLANKET5.  RUBBER  SHEETINO.  AND  WARD  LINEN 
TO  KEEP  THEM  ECONOMICALLY  HYGIENIC,  WHEN 
IN    HOSPITAL  USE? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize 
this  week  to  Miss  R.  E.  S.  Cox,  The  Bunga- 
low, Park  Road,  Montin,  Manchester. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  beds  and  bedding  of  a  hospital  ward  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  care  and  forethought  to 
keep  them  in  good  condition.  The  beds  should 
be  frequently  and  systematically  brushed  and 
at  the  slightest  sign  of  wearing  sent  to  be  re- 
paired at  once.  The  beds  should  be  stoved 
after  each  patient. 

Treating  the  bedding  specifically  : — Pillows 
and  bolsters  should  be  occasionally  emptied, 
the  ticks  washed,  and  the  feathers,  flocks  or 
fibre  with  which  they  are  filled  be  cleaned 
■before  refilling.  Pillows  used  for  placing 
under  patient's  knees,  leg  rests,  &c.,  must  be 
kept  quite  separate  and  never  used  for  pillows 
in  the  ordinary  way.  In  cases  where  there  is 
likely  to  be  any  haemorrhage  or  discharge  from 
the  head,  neck,  or  face,  the  pillow  should  be 
covered  with  a  batiste  or  jaconet  cover  before 
putting  on  the  ordinary  pillow  slip. 

Sheets,  draw-sheets. — Pillows  and  bolster- 
slips  and  counterpanes  when  soiled  may  be 
■sent  to  the  laundry  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
should  be  changed  regularly.  Also  each  fresh 
patient  should  have  fresh  linen.  After  infec- 
tious cases  the  linen  should  be  soaked  in  a 
solution  of  carbolic  (1-40)  for  several  hours 
before  sending  to  the  laundry.  When  they  are 
returned  from  the  laundry  the  Sister  should 
sort  out  the  articles,  returning  any  she  does 
not  consider  quite  clean,  putting  aside  all  that 
need  repairing  and  get  replaced  at  once  any 
too  much  worn  for  further  use,  in  this  way 
the  stock  is  always  kept  in  good  condition. 

Blankets. — To  be  economical  and  at  the 
same  time  hygienic  with  blankets,  is  rather 
more  difficult.  Unless  very  carefully  washed 
they  will  soon  become  thickened  and  hard  so 
the  nurses  should  be  taught  to  be  careful  in 
the  use  of  blankets.  In  making  bed  they 
should  not  let  them  brush  on  the  floor  to 
gather  up  mere  dust  (of  course,  this  applies 
to  all  bed  clothes).  About  once  a  week  tbey 
should  have  a  good  shaking  to  free  them  from 
dust.  Sometimes  clean  blankets  have  only 
just  been  put  on  when  a  patient  vacates  a  bed 
or  the  bed  may  have  only  been  occupied  a  few 
days,  in  this  case  it  is  a  pity  to  have  them 
washed  unless  the  case  has  been  a  contagious 
one.     They  should  be  well  shaken,   put  in  a 


bag,  and  sent  to  the  stove,  and  then  given  a 
good  airing  in  the  sunshine  and  if  not  soiled 
may  be  used  again  for  such  purposes  as 
blanket  bathing  for  the  admission  of  dirty 
patients.  These  should,  of  course,  be  kept 
separate  from  the  laundered  ones  and  used 
with  discretion. 

Rubber  Sheetings. — It  is  better  not  to  let 
these  get  very  dirty.  They  should  never  be 
folded  but  always  rolled.  When  taken  from 
the  beds  they  should  be  spread  on  a  board  and 
smeared  over  with  a  little  soft  soap,  rolled  up 
and  allowed  to  stand  in  cold  water  for  an  hour 
or  so,  then  again  spread  on  a  board  and  rubbed 
with  a  cloth,  "  not  scrubbed  as  this  soon  wears 
off  the  rubber."  They  must  then  be  rinsed 
and  allowed  to  dry  over  a  rail,  when  perfectly 
dry  they  are  put  on  a  roller  with  a  little  Boric 
powder  sprinkled  between  to  prevent  sweating. 
When  not  in  use  they  should  be  looked  at  occa- 
sionally, as  once  they  have  been  used  and 
washed  they  are  likely  to  mildew.  Grease 
should  never  be  brought  in  contact  with  rubber 
sheeting.  The  'rest  of  the  ward  linen  such  as 
towel,  dressing  covers,  screen  covers,  table 
cloths,  &c.,  are  laundered  in  the  usual  way  and 
regularly  inserted  so  that  they  may  be  kept 
in  good  condition. 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Winifred  Appleton,  Miss 
Amy  Foster,  and  Miss  E.  O.  Walford. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

What  is  rabies?  Describe  the  nursing 
treatment. 

THE    SCIENCE   OF   DOMESTIC 
EQUIPMENT. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  a  ward 
Sister  is  the  care  of  hospital  equipment  and 
stores,  and  without  a  "  domestic  "  instinct 
no  woman  can  rank  as  a  first-class  ward  Sister 
or  nurse.  The  cost  and  care  of  hospital  pro- 
perty should  therefore  form  part  of  the  train- 
ing of  every  nurse.  There  should  be  attached 
to  every  hospital  a  well-arranged  "  Linenry  " 
and  Domestic  Store  Department,  and  in 
charge  of  this  department  should  be  an  expert 
who  understands  the  cost,  use,  and  care  of 
every  section  of  such  a  department.  Three 
months'  training  in  Domestic  Equipment 
would  be  invaluable  to  every  nurse.  Here  she 
would  be  taught  to  estimate  pure  from  shoddy 
goods,  and  to  use  the  microscopic  "  eye  "  to 
count  threads  to  the  inch  in  sheetings,  and 
detect  evasion  of  contract.  She  would  learn 
prices,  and  how  to  store  goods  so  as  to  keep 
them  clean  and  aired.      She  would  learn  how 
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to  make  and  mend  bedding  and  linen,  and  the 
average  supplies  required  to  stock  ward  cup- 
boards. She  would  learn  to  keep  stock  and 
laundry  books,  and  she  would,  either  by 
instinct  or  by  training,  learn  to  realise  the  duty 
of  preserving  public  property,  and  the  duty  of 
economy  and  efficiency  combined.  There  is  a 
right  and  a  wrong  way  of  handling,  cleansing, 
and  using  every  article  of  ward  equipment. 
In  the  Domestic  Equipment  Department  a 
nurse  would  be  taught  th^  rigrht  way.  All 
good  housewives  love  their  linen ;  all  good 
hospital  Sisters  have  this  instinct ;  it  should 
be  their  pride  to  keep  every  article  entrusted 
to  their  care  in  as  perfect  preservation  as  pos- 
sible. 

We  have  told  the  little  story  of  Dr.  Gee, 
one  time  physician  of  Barts,  a  man  of  keen 
observation  but  few  words. 

Once  going  his  rounds  he  exclaimed  at  a 
bedside  "  Ah  !  "  and  placed  his  finger  on  a 
neat  darn  in  the  bed  sheet.  Then,  after  a 
long  pause,  he  added,  "  Mended  at  last." 

The  new  Sister  purred. 


THE    GREAT    COVENANT. 


HOSPITAL    WORLD. 


The  foundation  of  the  League  of  Nations 
marks  an  era  of  supreme  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  v/orld,  and  April  28th,  191 9, 
when  the  fifth  Plenary  Session  of  the  Peace 
Conference,  held  in  the  Great  Banqueting  Hall 
at  the  Quai  d'Orsay,  Paris,  embodied  its  con- 
clusions in  concrete  form,  and  the  proposal  of 
President  Wilson  that  the  Covenant  of  the 
League  of  Nations  be  adopted  was  carried. 

In  a  memorable  speech  President  Wilson, 
presenting  the  amended  League  of  Nations, 
said  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  emphasise  the 
capital  importance  and  significance  of  this 
great  Covenant,  and  the  hopes  entertained 
that  it  would  prove  the  means  whereby  the 
conference  of  the  free  nations  of  the  world 
would  maintain  justice  in  international  rela- 
tionships,  and  peace  between  the  nations. 

Some  amendments  had  been  put  down  on 
the  agenda,  but  ultimately  these  were  with- 
drawn, and  M.  Clemenceau,  who  presided  at 
the  Session,  then  rose  and  made  the  brief 
announcement,  pregnant  with  potential  possi- 
bilities, that  as  the  amendments  have  been 
withdrawn.  President  Wilson's  proposal  that 
the  Covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations  he 
adopted  was  carried. 

The  moment  was  a  supreme  one  for  all  who 
took  part  in  the  Session. 


His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
consented  to  be  President  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  This  honouiable  office  was  held  by 
his  father  and  grandfather.  Long  may  he  reign 
over  our  senior  Royal  Hospital  ! 

The  Queen  has  sent  a  gift  of  bed  linen  for  the 
use  of  the  totally  disabled  service  men  now 
obtaining  medical  treatment  and  residing  with 
their  families  as  tenants  in  War  Seal  Mansions, 
Fulham. 

A    WELL    DESERVED    HONOUR. 

We  offei  hearty  congratulations  to  Sir  Thomas 
Jenner  Veriall  on  his  Birthday  Honour  of  knight- 
hood, bestowed  upon  him  by  the  King,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  great  national  service  as  Chairman 
of  the  Central  Medical  War  Committee  for  the 
past  four  years.  It  is  recorded  that  "  he  has 
greatly  assisted  both  the  Army  Council  and  the 
Ministry  of  National  Seivice  in  obtaining  medical 
officers  for  the  Navy,  Aimy  and  Air  Force." 
Sir  Thomas  Verrall  is  one  of  the  five  delegates 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  on  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nuises  ; 
and  until  war  work  intervened,  often  presided 
at  its  meetings  and  helped  to  draft  the  Bill  now 
before  Parliament. 

KING     EDWARD'S     HOSPITAL     FUND 
FOR     LONDON. 

His  Majesty  the  King,  Patron  of  King  Edward's 
Hospital  Fund  for  London,  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
President  of  the  Fund,  the  appointment  of  His 
Royal  Highness  having  been  recommended  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Prime  Minister,  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  of  Parliament. 


NURSES'    MISSIONARY    LEAGUE. 

The  seventeenth  annual  conference  and  meeting 
of  the  Nurses'  Missionary  League  will  be  held 
at  St  Martin's  Vestry  Hall,  5,  St.  Martin's  Place, 
Tiafalgar  Square,  on  Wednesday,  May  7th — 
Morning  10-12.30  ;  Afternoon  2.30  to  5  ;  Evening 
7  •  30-9 .  30 .  The  subj  ect  under  consideration  during 
the  day  will  be  "  The  Greatness  of  our  Adventure." 
At  the  morning  session  the  Chairman  will  be  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Sturge,  and  the  speakers.  Miss  Richardson, 
Mrs.  Sturge,  Miss  J.  Macfee  and  the  Rev.  H.  R.  I. 
Sheppard,  M.A.  Miss  A.  C.  Gibson  will  speak 
on  "  The  Nurse  in  Hospital,"  and  Miss  I.  M.  Hett 
on  "  The  Nurse  in  the  Home." 

In  the  evening  the  chairman  will  be  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough,  and  after  the  formal  business.  Miss 
M.  V.  Hunter  will  speak  on  qualifications  for 
missionary  adventure,  the  Rev.  L.  J.  Lock,  Capt., 
R.A.M.C.,'  on  "  Adventure  into  the  Unknown," 
and  the  chairman  "  The  Greatness  of  our  Adven- 
ture." In  the  afternoon  there  will  be  a  conver- 
sazione and  reception. 
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NURSING^  ECHOES. 

At  a  general  Court  of  Governors  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  it  was  announced 
that  the  Queen  had  consented  to  the  proposed 
new  Home  for  the  nurses  being-  named  after 
herself. 


The  Grand  Cross  of  Honour  of  the  Portu- 
guese Red  Cross  has  been  conferred  upon 
Queen  Alexandra. 


The  Army  Council  has,  we  are  glad  to  see, 
conveyed  to  all  members  of  the  V.A.D. 's  its 
deep  sense  of  gratitude  "  to  these  devoted 
helpers  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity."  We 
read  our  papers  carefully  but  suppose  we  must 
have  missed  the  expression  of  appreciation 
from  the  Army  Council  to  the  Trained 
Matrons,  Sisters,  and  Nurses  of  the  Regular 
Services  for  their  unstinting  devotion  and 
sacrifice  from  the  first  to  the  last  day  of  the 
war. 


It  has  been  decided,  subject  to  the  consent 
of  the  Home  Office,  that  the  interment  of 
Nurse  Edith  Cavell  shall  take  place  outside  the 
fabric  of  Norwich  Cathedral.  A  site  has  been 
chosen  in  an  enclosed  and  unoccupied  space 
called  "  Life's  Green."  It  will  be  about  ten 
yards  to  the  eastward  of  St.  Luke's  Chapel — 
a  spot  which,  so  far  as  the  Cathedral  architect 
is  aware,  has  received  no  previous  interments. 

During  the  stay  in  Brussels  of  the  sister  and 
brother-in-law  of  the  late  Miss  Edith  Cavell, 
piior  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  for  the 
Westminster  Abbey  service  on  May  15th,  two 
mural  tablets,  fixed  in  the  Edith  Cavell  Nurses' 
School,  to  her  memory  and  of  that  of  Madame 
Marie  Depage,  her  co-worker,  who  perished 
in  the  Lusitania,  will  be  formally  dedicated. 

Miss  Cavell 's  relatives  will  also  see  the 
model,  which  is  approaching  completion,  of  the 
monument  which  the  nurses,  past  and  present, 
of  her  institute  are  proprosing  to  erect  in  the 
forecourt  of  the  new  home,  into  which  they 
moved  three  days'  after  their  heroic  matron's 
arrest.  

The  Nurse  Cavell  monument,  which  is  to  be 
erected  outside  the  National  Portrait  Gallery, 
is  being  sculptured  at  the  De  Lank  Quarries, 
near  St.  Brew^ard',  Cornwall,  says  the  Daily 
News.  The  work,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
has  been  entrusted  to  Sir  George  Frampton, 
R.A.,  who  has  given  his  services.  The  monu- 
ment is  in  several  parts,  and  will  be  40  feet 
in  height. 


A  portion  of  the  monument  will  be  of  Carrara 
marble.  The  weight  of  the  block  from  which 
the  nurse's  figure  has  been  carved  is  about 
10  tons.  It  is  expected  that  the  memorial  will 
be  completed  in  about  two  months. 


On  May  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd,  there  will  be 
a  special  service  for  nurses  and  those  in- 
terested in  the  Nursing  Profession  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  Tiafalgar 
Square  at  3.30  p.m.  each  day. 

A  course  of  three  addresses  will  be  de- 
livered toy  the  Rev.  A.  Lombardini,  who  is 
taking  for  his  subject  "  Divine  Legacies." 

No  doubt  many  nurses  will  avail  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
gratitude  to  the  nurses  for  their  gallant  ser- 
vice to  the  sick  and  dying. 


The  British  Medical  Association  has  ap- 
pointed Mr.  E.  B.  Turner,  F.R.C.S.  and  Mr. 
N.  Bishop  Harman,  F.R.C.S.,  to  represent  it 
in  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Economic 
Position  of  Nurses  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


The  Questionnaire  sent  out  to  the  Matrons 
is  of  a  very  comprehensive  nature,  and  deals 
with  (i)  the  Physical  Welfare  of  Nurse  Students 
in  the  Home,  as  to  comfort,  meals  and  recrea- 
tion, hours  of  duty,  holidays,  percentage  of  sick- 
ness, &c. ,  arrangements  for  night  nurses  and 
the  theatre  staff ;  (2)  Uniform ;  (3)  Education 
system — lectures,  practical  work  and  examina- 
tions, library  ;  (4)  Certificates,  and  (5)  Salaries ; 
(6)  Remarks.  If  the  courtesy  of  detailed 
replies  is  accorded,  the  Report  should  be  of 
very  great  practical  value  to  hospital  managers 
and  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  when  it  is 
appointed. 


The  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  which  has 
its  oflfices  at  431,  Oxford  St.,  London,  W. ,  has 
durmg  the  war  kept  the  business  together  for 
those  members  who  were  granted  leave  to  join 
the  Mili!ary  Nursing  Services.  But  do  not  let 
them  forget,  as  they  return  to  private  duty 
after  rest  and  holiday,  that  they  owe  this 
security  of  employment  to  Sister  Cartwright, 
who  has  often  worked  double  hours  so  that 
the  good  business  she  has  helped  to  build  up 
for  the  members  shall  not  depreciate  during 
their  absence,  and  also  to  those  colleagues 
who  during  the  war  have  faithfully  fulfilled 
their  obligations  to  the  Society. 

Nurses  are  seldom  women  of  business  be- 
yond the  question  of  their  own  fees,  and  few 
realise  what  it  has  meant  for  the  past  four  and 
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a  half  years  to  run  a  "Co."  with  half  the 
members  on  active  duty,  and  with  increased 
expenses  at  every  turn. 

Many  excellent  Sisters  now  demobilising-  are 
joining  the  Registered  Nurses  Society,  so  that 
by  next  winter  it  is  hoped  to  return  to  pre- 
war strength.  The  minimum  qualification  is 
a  certificate  of  three  years'  general  training, 
Hnd  in  addition  practical  experience  in  as  many 
specialities  as  possible. 


We  hope,  by-and-bye,  when  the  General 
Nursing  Council  gets  to  work  to  organise 
nursing  standards,  that  we  shall  have  a  safe 
minimum  of  training  and  efficiency  defined  for 
tlie  Central  Examination,  and  an  Honours' 
Course,  through  which  those  who  desire  to  add 
specialities  to  their  general  training-  may  have 
their  qualifications  recognised.  Now  in  a 
three  or  four  years'  course  the  majority  of 
nurses  are  not  trained  in  maternity,  gynaeco- 
logical, infectious  fevers,  or  neurolog^ical 
nursing.  Nurses  on  private  nursing-  duty  are 
very  ill-equipped  without  one  or  more  of  these 
specialities,  as  the  majority  of  our  g^eneral  hos- 
pitals now  exclude  many  cases  to  be  found  in 
the  wards  in  pre-historic  days.  To  think  of  the 
fine  sphere  of  work  before  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  the  g-ood  time  coming-,  makes  one 
long-  to  be  twenty  once  again,  just  to  avail  one- 
self of  the  systematised  scientific  teaching 
which  the  probationer  of  the  future  will  enjoy, 
and  to  kiss  one's  finger  tips  to  the  good  old 
days  of  rule  of  thumb  and  sduve  qui^  pent ! 


The  Minister  of  Labour  has  appointed  a  sub- 
committee for  Scotland  of  the  Nurses  Re- 
settlement and  Demobilisation  Committee 
(London).  This  sub-committee  will  deal  with 
the  resettlement  of  Scottish  nurses  in  civil  life, 
with  special  reference  to  those  who  desire  to 
find  post-war  employment  or  to  undertake 
some  form  of  training.  It  will  also  control 
the  register  of  Scottish  nurses  who  desire  work 
in  Scotland.  The  register  will  be  kept  at  the 
office  of  the  Employment  Department,  Ministry 
of  Labour,  112,  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  to 
which  all  inquiries  should  be  addressed. 

Several  matrons  are  on  the  sub-committee, 
together  with  a  representative  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Commission,  Edinburgh, 
and  Miss  Younger,  O.B.E.,  representing  the 
Ministry  of  Labour. 

Nursing  V.A.D.  members  and  special  mili- 
tary probationers  who  desire  to  train  "for  the 
nursing    profession    are    reminded    that  :     (i) 


Applications  shoulo  be  made  on  Form  Z  27a 
(Nurses),  obtainable  from  their  senior  officers, 
the  forms  to  be  returned  to  the  Nurses'  Demo- 
bilisation and  Resettlement  Committee,  16, 
Curzon  Street,   Mayf air,  .London,  W.i. 


Sister  E.  M.  Scammell  has  returned  to 
Vranjr,  Serbia,  after  a  short  holiday.  She 
has  been  with  the  Sert>ians  since  the  early 
part  of  1915,  and  worked  with  Lady  Paget's 
Unit  at  Skoplji  through  the  great  typhus 
epidemic.  Sister  Scammell  is  now  attached 
to  the  Scottish  Women's  Hospital  at  Vranjr, 
and  is  looking  forward  to  taking  part  in  help- 
ing in  the  health  campaig-n  which  is  to  be  pro- 
moted in  Serbia  when  peace  is  signed.  Many 
of  our  nurses  intend  to  take  part  in  health 
missions  abroad  when  demobilised. 


We  this  week  received  "  greetings  to  you 
and  your  associates  from  beautiful  Greece," 
from  Miss  Helen  S.  Hay,  a  great  pioneer 
American  nurse  who  adds  :  "  the  work  goes 
slowly  but  I  am  at  last  getting^  on  the  right 
road."  Miss  Hay,  since  sent  on  military 
duty  to  Europe  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
early  in  the  war,  has  had  most  varied  ex- 
perience— in  Russia,  Bulgaria,  other  Balkan 
countries,  and  now  in  Greece.  She  is  a  born  ex- 
plorer in  the  nursing  field. 


A  united  Conference  on  "  Nurses' 
Interests  "is  to  be  held  in  Dublin  at  an  early 
date.  The  Irish  Nurses'  Association  meet  on 
May  5th  at  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  to  elect 
delegates.  The  word  "united"  in  connection 
with  Nursings  has  a  pleasant  sound. 


WHY   NOT   A   LETHAL  CHAMBER? 


We  strongly  sympathise  with  correspondents 
who  write  protesting  against  a  "  Nurses'  Flag 
Day,"  promoted  by  the  committee  of  actresses 
and  Society  women  who  run  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses,  which  is  to  depreciate  our  professional 
status  on  May  ist  in  the  streets  of  London.  We 
have  no  doubt  these  philanthropists  will  hear  a 
few  more  truths  from  the  "  paupers"  they  are 
out  to  patronise.  Devonshire  House  is  to  be 
given  over  for  three  days  to  a  Bazaar  "  combined 
with  a  jumble  sale,"  and  Jazz  dancing  for  the 
same**purpose.  Lady  Cowdray  and  Miss  May 
Beeman  are,  of  course,  backing  the  show.  Would 
not  a  lethal  chamber  be  less  trouble  and  more 
efficacious  ? 
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THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL   OF   QREAT 
BRITAIN   AND   IRELAND. 


The  Quaiterly  Meeting  of 
the  Matrons'  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
was  held  at  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.  i,  on 
Friday,  April  25th.  The 
President,  Miss  Mildred 
Heather  Bigg.  R.R.C.,  was 
in  the  Chair,  and  over  fifty 
members  were  present. 
Lovely  spring  flowers  deco- 
rated the  tables,  and  those 
present  were  in  high  good 
spirits,  for  the  consciousness 
that  the  Council  was  within 
measurable  distance  of  the 
fruition  of  its  worlc,  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century, 
for  the  State  Registration 
of  Trained  Nurses  permeated  the  room,  and  many 
eyes  were  turned  to  the  portrait  of  its  first  Presi- 
dent, Miss  Isla  Stewart,  whose  faithfulness  and 
loyalty  to  professional  ideals,  and  sense  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  public  had  been  so  great  a  factor  in 
the  promotion  of  registration  in  the  past. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  A.  E.  Hulme,  and 
confirmed. 

Correspondence. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  reported  a  number  of  letters 
expressing  the  regret  of  members  at  their  inability 
to  attend  the  meeting,  including  one  from  Miss 
S.  A.  Villiers,  Hon.  Treasurer,  who  was  examining 
candidates  for  the  examination  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  in  Fever  Nursing  all  day. 

A  letter  was  also  received  from  Miss  Rosamund 
Smith,  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  London  Branch  of 
the  National  Council  of  Women  of-  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  welcoming  the  Council  to  affiliation 
with  the  Branch,  and  asking  for  the  appointment 
of  a  representative  member  to  whom  notices  of 
meetings  might  be  sent. 

Miss  M.  C.  Sinzininex,  A.R.R.C,  Matron  of 
Queen  Alexandra's  Hospital  for  Officers,  Highgate, 
had  accepted  this  office. 

Miss  Hulme  further  reported  that  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  and  Miss  M.  Heather  Bigg,  Members  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Watching  Council,  had 
been  elected  on  to  its  Executive  Committee. 

Applications  for  Membership. 

Applications  to  be  elected  members  of  the 
Council  were  received  and  considered  from 
Matrons  holding  certificates  from  the  following 
nurse-training  schools  :— 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London. 

Guy's  Hospital,  London. 

King's  College  Hospital,  London. 

Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London. 

St.  George's  Hospital,  Bombay. 

The  applicants  were  elected  to  membership. 


Thk  Annual  Meeting,  N.C.W. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  reported  that  the  National 
Council  of  Women  would  hold  the  Annual  Meeting 
at  Leicester  on  June  24th,  25th  and  26th.  Miss 
S.  A.  Villiers  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Miss  E.  Pell  Smith 
(Home  Hospital,  Leicester),  and  Miss  E.  T. 
Bickerton,  R.R.C.  (Matron  Prince  of  Wales' 
Hospital,  Tottenham),  were  appointed  as  delegates. 

Miss  Hulme  further  reported  that  the  National 
Council  of  Women  had  held  a  Conference  on  the 
Reduction  of  Hours  of  Work  for  Nurses,  which 
Miss  Bickerton  and  Miss  Marsters  had  attended. 

The  National  Council  had  also  asked  for  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Matrons'  Council  on  the  Special 
Committee  it  had  appointed  on  the  Economic 
Position  of  Nurses,  and  Miss  Villiers  had  consented 
to  serve. 

A  Report  was  received  from  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  on  the%ork  of  Lady  Rhondda's  Ministry  of 
Health  Watching  Committee. 

Place  of  Next  Meeting. 

The  Council  accepted  with  pleasure  the  most 
kind  invitation  of  the  Committee  and  Matron  of 
the  Edith  Cavell  Home  of  Rest,  Haslemere,  to 
hold  their  summer  meeting  at  the  Home,  and 
afterwards  to  a  garden  party  in  the  grounds. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  who  proposed  that  the 
invitation  be  accepted,  considered  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  the  Matrons  should  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  work  of  these  Homes  ;  and  Miss 
Marsters,  who  seconded,  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Council  could  have  no  better  place  for  its  summer 
meeting.  Added  to  which,  many  Matrons  were 
glad  to  know  of  places  to  which  nurses  could  go 
for  a  rest,  and  this  Home  was  pleased  to  receive 
any  nurses  needing  a  rest,  though  it  was  not 
intended  for  those  needing  nursing  care. 

The  first  week  in  July  was  suggested  as  a  con- 
venient time  for  the  meeting,  if  this  suited  the 
Committee  of  the  Home. 

State    Registration    of    Nurses. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  spoke  on  the  progress 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  promoted  by  the 
Central  Committee  for  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  said  that 
the  Matrons'  Council  had  kept  the  Registration 
flag  flying  from  its  foundation  in  1894  until  the 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  was 
founded  with  the  sole  object  of  dealing  with  this 
work,  in  1902.  This  Society,  which  had  drafted 
the  first  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  in  1904,  had 
really  done  more  than  any  other  to  promote 
propaganda  work  amongst  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  that  ten  years  of  work  had  told,  for  it  had 
converted  both  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  was  proved  when  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1908  and  the  House  of  Commone  in  1914, 
recorded  their  opinrons  on  the  question. 

Mfs.  Fenwick  then  described  the  procedure  in 
connection  with  a  private  Member's  Bill  and 
emphasised  the  great  good  fortune  which  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill  had  had  in  securing 
a  place  in  the  ballot,  through  the  kindness  of 
Major  Barnett,  who,  associated  with  Sir  Samuel 
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Scott,  had  charge  of  the  Bill  during  its  passage 
through  the  various  stages  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Those  who  were  privileged  to  be  in  the 
House  of  Commons  during  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  on  March  28th  (and  all  the 
galleries  to  which  women  were  admitted  were 
crowded)  would  not  soon  forget  their  emotions,  as, 
after  Major  Barnett  had  moved  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  one  Member  after  another  rose  in  his 
place  to  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  represent- 
ing all  the  Parties  in  the  House,  nor  the  generous 
terms  in  which  one  and  all  alluded  to  the  value 
of  skilled  nursing. 

The  fight  really  came  in  Standing  Committee  E, 
to  which  the  Bill  was  referred,  when  special 
pleaders  for  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  endea- 
voured to  secure  the  control  of  the  nursing 
profession. 

The  policy  of  the  College  was  to  secure  the 
substitution  of  their  Governing  Body  for  that 
defined  in  the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  and  that 
their  Register  should  be  recognised  as  the  State 
Register,  whereais  the  Cential  Committee  stood 
for  an  independent  Governing  Body  and  justice 
to  every  nurse  after  the  Bill  is  passed,  through  a 
free  Register.  On  those  lines  it  would  be  possible 
to  build  up  a  self-governing  nursing  profession. 

The  House  of  Commons  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  had  shown  that  Parliament  intended 
itself  to  govern  through  an  independent  Statutory 
Authority  set  up  under  the  Act,  and  did  not  intend 
to  hand  over  its  powers  to  any  private  body  of 
persons,  and  to  this  policy  the  Standing-Committee 
adhered.     (Applause ) 

After  dealing  with  other  points  amended  in 
Committee,  Mrs.  Fenwick  stated  that  Petitions 
were  now  being  circulated  by  Matrons  on  the 
College  Council,  one  of  which  attempted  to  depreci- 
ate the  status  of  the  Mations'  Council,  and  the 
fine  pioneer  work  it  had  done  in  the  Registration 
cause,  and  to  secure  more  nominated  representa- 
tion for  Matrons ;  and  the  other  invited  the 
signature  of  nurses  to  a  Petition  against  the  very 
moderate  fees  proposed  to  be  paid  for  registra- 
tion, by  a  lady  who  evidently  was  ignorant  of  the 
matter,  as  she  had  invited  nurses  to  sign  an 
incorrect  statement  as  to  the  amount  of  the  fees 
agreed  upon  by  the  Standing  Committee,  which 
proposes  £\  is.  during  the  first  twelve  months,  and 
£2  2S.  for  the  subsequent  two  years  of  grace.'  The 
fee  for  both  registration  and  examination  after  the 
term  of  grace  was  to  be  £^  3s. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  for  twenty-five  years 
the  Matrons  associated  together  in  the  Matrons' 
Council  had  stood  by  the  nurses,  and  voiced  the 
demand  for  legal  status,  and  during  the  whole 
period  they  had  been  subjected  to  unjust  criticism 
in  the  subsidised  hospital  press,  and  to 
persistent  misrepresentation  by  those  opposed 
to  any  degree  of  self-government  for  trained 
nurses,  and  she  advised  the  members  present 
to  express  their  indignation  at  the  unmerited 
attacks  made  upon  their  Council  at  the  instigation 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  Company  in  the  House 


of    Commons,    and    by  colleagues   whose  attack 
was  as  ungenerous  as  it  was  disloyal. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  then  moved  the  following 
Resolution  : — 

RESOLUTION. 

The 4 Matrons'  Council  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland 
protests  against  tlie  attempt  now  being  made  by  the 
Matrons  associated,  under  lay  control,  in  the  College  of 
Nursing  Company,  Ltd.,  to  depreciate  the  standing  of  the 
Matrons'  Council,  on  the  ground  that  it  "  is  In  no  sense 
representative  of  the  heads  of  the  Nursing  Profession." 

The  Matrons'  Council  is  representative  of  those 
trained  Matrons  who,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century, 
have  had^the  foresight  and  courage  to  associate  them- 
selves together^for  the  promotion  of  the  organisation 
of  trained  nursing  by  the  State,  through  a  Nurses' 
Registration  Act. 

This  principle  has  been  opposed,  and  bitterly  contested 
by  the  lay  Committees  of  hospitals,  to  which  most  of 
the  Nurse-Training^Schools  are  attached— a  policy  which 
the  Matrons  of  these  institutions  have  found  it  prudent 
to  support,  by  opposing— -and  influencing  their  nurses 
to  oppose—  the  principle  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  members  of  the  Matrons'  Council  have  for  years 
been  subjected  to  intimidation,  through  an  interested 
Press,  and  otherwise,  and  they  earnestly  plead  that 
Parliament  will  now  pass,  without  delay,  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill,  calculated  to  emancipate  the  whole 
Profession  of  Nursing  from  the  undue  influence  of  Hos- 
pital Committees  and  their  salaried  officials,  who  are 
largely  responsible  for  the  present  unsatisfactory 
economic  condition  of  trained  nurses." 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  Miss  Marsters, 
and,  on  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  tone  of  the  meeting  was  unmistakable.  It 
unflinchingly,  and  with  spirit,  adhered  to  its 
principles,  and  was  not  disposed  to  sit  down  in 
silence  under  unmerited  attacks  from  those  whose 
ungenerous  poUcy  it  regarded  as  professionally 
disloyal. 

At  the  conclusion,  Miss"^ Heather- Bigg,  from  the 
Chair,  in  the  name  of  those  present,  thanked  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  for  her  able  and  lucid  speech,  and 
for  all  her  work  for  so  many  years  for  the  nursing 
profession  in  which  thejr  were  proud  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  her. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  was  presented  with  four  bouquets 
of  lovely  spring  flowers,  for  which  she  expressed 
her  sincere  appreciation. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Miss 
Heather  Bigg  for  her  services  in  the  chair,  and 
for  coming  up  from  Tunbridge  Wells  to  attend 
the  Meeting. 

The  meeting  then  terminated,  and  the  members 
took  tea  together  at  Selfridge's  Cafeteria. 
Annie  E.  Hulme, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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THIS   SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION 


GENERAL  COUNCIL  MEETING. 


A  meeting  of  the  General  Council  was  held  on 
April  24th,  at  10,  Orchard  Street,  when  Dr. 
Kenneth  Stewart,  Hon.  Treasurer,  occupied  the 
chair.  The  financial  report  showed  an  unusually 
heavy  expenditure  from  the  General  and  Helena 
Benevolent  Funds.  In  the  case  of-  the  former 
fi^nd.  Dr.  Stewart  said  that  a  greater  expenditure 
than  usual  had  been  justified  by  the  necessity 
that  the  Chartered  Corporation  should  take  a  very 
active  part  in  doing  what  it  could  to  promote  the 
Registration  Bill  when  it  came  before  the  House 
of  Commons  recently.  Illness  among  the  members 
accounted  for  the  increased  expenditure  from  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  The  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  indicated  a  steady  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  nurses  joining  the  Association  and 
referred  to  the  resignation  of  one  and  deep  regret 
was  expressed  in  connection  with  the  death  of 
Miss  Barry,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Association. 
Naturally,  the  report  dealt  chiefly  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Trained  Nurses,  full  particulars  regarding  the 
present  position  of  which  have  appeared  in  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing.  Various  sug- 
gestions were  made  in  connection  with  schemes 
which,  on  the  passing  of  the  Registration  Bill, 
the  Executive  Committee  would  be  called  upon 
to  draft  and  present  to  the  Council  for  considera- 
tion. 


THE  TRAINED  NURSES'  ANNUITY  FUND- 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trained  Nurses* 
Annuity  Fund  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April  15th, 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Christian  pre- 
sided. The  annual  report  for  191 8  showed  the 
amount  paid  in  annuities  was  £14^  6s.  6d.  more 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  that  four  additional 
annuitants  had  been  elected  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  The  amount  received  in  subscriptions  was 
£6  IDS.  2d.  less,  and  that  received  in  donations 
was  £314  5s.  6d.  more  than  in  1917,  exclusive  of 
;^828  I2S.  2d.  contributed  by  the  stafis  of  naval 
and  mihtary  hospitals  towards  the  Queen  Alex- 
andra War  Memorial  Annuities.  Reference  is 
made  in  the  report  to  the  af&liation  of  the  Trained 
Nurses'  Annuity  Fund  with  the  Benevolent  Funds 


of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association.  By  this 
arrangement,  overlapping  of  benefits,  which  has 
sometimes  occurred  in  the  past,  is  avoided,  and 
the  Council  also  felt  that  affiliations  with  the  Bene- 
volent Schemes  of  the  Chartered  Corporation  of 
Nurses  would  be  calculated  to  encourage  the 
nurses  to  take  a  greater  part  in  the  management 
of  their  own  Benevolent  schemes. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  in  the  President's 
remarks  of  the  help  given  to  the  Fund  by  Miss 
Garriock,  R.R.C.,  Dame  McCarthy,  R.R.C.,  and 
Mr.  Montague  Price,  and  regret  is  expressed  on 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Ogier  Ward  as  Hon.  Secre- 
tary. 

Resolutions  were  passed  at  the  meeting  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  Fourth  Queen  Alexandra  War  Memorial 
Annuity  to  the  effect  that  this  particular  annuity 
should  in  future  be  known  as  "  The  Dame  Ethel 
Becher  Annuity  "  and  that  the  nomination  of  a  ^ 
recipient  of  th  s  annuity  should,  upon  the  first  and 
upon  all  future  occasions  on  which  it  falls  to  be 
allotted,  be  made  by  the  Ma tron-in- Chief  for  the 
time  being  at  the  War  Office.  The  meeting  con- 
cluded with  a  vote'of  thanks  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  Christian  for  presiding,  which  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Montague  Price,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Annuity  Fund,  and  carried  with  acclamation. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES  IN 
PUBLIC   HEALTH  WORK. 


We  are  asked  to  draw  the  attention  of  Members 
of  the  R.B.N. A.  and  others  to  a  Conference  which 
takes  place  this  (Saturday,  May  3rd)  afternoon, 
at  10,  Orchard  Street,  at  3.30  p.m.  The  prin- 
cipal speaker  will  be  Miss  L.  Mallon,  Tuber- 
culosis Health  Visitor  for  West  Ham,  who  is 
well  qualified  to  deal  with  the  subject  which  is 
to  be  before  the  Conference — Health  Visiting  in 
connection  with  Tuberculosis  Work.  Miss  Margaret 
Alderman,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association  of 
Trained  Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work,  will  be 
in  the  Chair,  and  it  is  hoped  that  others  will  take 
part  in  the  discussion.  Only  trained  nurses  may 
attend,  and  tea  will  be  served  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting. 
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Why  Nurses  in  Health  Work  should  Support 
THE  New  Association. 

Those  responsible  for  conducting  the  business 
of  the  new  Association  consider  that  Conferences 
such  as  that  which  is  to  take  place  on  May  3rd, 
must  prove  of  far  reaching  value  in  bringing 
about  clearer  conceptions  of  the  reconstruction 
called  for  in  all  the  varied  sections  of  Public 
Health  Work  into  which  the  Trained  Nurse 
must  enter.  The  Association  has  opportunely 
come  into  being  when  many  schemes  for  improving 
the  health  of  the  nation  have  to  be  considered 
and  inaugurated,  and  when  it  is  a  grave 
danger  that  people  entirely  unqualified  for  it  are ' 
making  claims  to  be  entrusted  with  preventive 
work.  Not  only  may  those  "  gifted  amateurs  " 
undersell  the  women  who  have  gained  a  knowledge 
of  it  by  arduous  work  and  study,  but  discussions 
at  previous  Conferences  have  shown  how  heavy 
sometimes  the  trained  nurses  find  the  burden  of 
supplementing,  amending  and  often  undoing  the 
work  of  those  who  have  not  the  experience  called 
for,  nor  sufficient  enthusiasm  to  go  through  the 
training  required  in  order  to  gain  it. 

At  this  time  of  national  eft'ort  towards  the 
reconstruction  of  all  schemes  connected  with 
the  health  of  the  people  it  behoves  nurses  to 
come  forward  and  take  their  share  in  the  weaving 
of  a  great  new  fabric  for  safeguarding  the  lives 
of  the  nation ;  stitches  dropped  now  in  the 
weaving  will  never  be  picked  up  again,  and  this 
grand  new  fabric,  regarding  which  we  all  see 
visions  and  dream  dreams,  will  stand  to  be 
judged  in  later  years  by  the  health  and  physique 
of  later  generations.  As  units  the  nurses  engaged 
in  health  work  have  little  opportunity  of  taking 
a  share  to  any  extent  in  the  work  of  reconstruction. 
By  combining  they  can  bring  their  expert  opinions 
to  bear  weight  with  those  responsible  for  the 
administration  connected  with  public  health 
work. 

Present  Activities  of  the  Association. 

In  addition  to  the  various  Conferences  which 
it  has  already  held,  the  Association  is  working 
actively  for  the  benefit  of  nurses  belonging  to 
the  particular  branch  of  the  profession  with 
which  it  is  concerned.  At  the  present  time  the 
Committee  is  going  actively  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  qualifications  which  should  be  de- 
manded of  women  undertaking  public  health 
work.  It  hopes  before  long  to  evolve  schemes 
for  bringing  health  workers  throughout  the  three 
Kingdoms  more  closely  into  touch,  to  help  nurses 
qualified  for  the  work  to  obtain  appointments, 
and  to  raise  the  present  scale  of  salaries.  In 
short,  to  try  to  take  the  tide  at  a  time  when  old 
things  are  passing  away  and  reconstruction  is 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Miss  Alderman  asks  us  to  urge  nurses  to  come 
forward  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  her  Com- 
mittee by  joining  the  Association,  and  forms  of 
application  for  Membership  can  be  obtained  from 
her  at  10,  Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square. 
The  annual  subscription  is  2s.  6d. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Evelyn  Glasspoole  has  been  appointed  a&  a 
Member  of  the  Nursing  Sisters'  Institute,  4, 
Devonshire  Square.  She  was  trained  at  the  West 
Norfolk  and  King's  Lynn  Infirmary,  and  joined 
the  Association  last  year. 

OBITUARY. 

It  IS  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the 
death  of  Miss  Etta  Bloxam,  one  of  the  early 
members  of  the  Corporation. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  gratefully  acknowledges 
donations  from  the  following  : — 

General  Purposes  Fund. — Mrs.  Greene,  £1  5s,  ; 
Miss  Jackson,  £1  ;  Miss  E.  T.  Bickerton,  los.  6d.  ; 
Miss  A.  Good,  los.  ;  Miss  M.  Yule,  8s.  6d.  ;  Miss 
Jeanes,  Miss  N.  Stewart,  6s.  ;  Miss  E.  Chawner, 
5s.  6d.  ;  Miss  M.  Alderman,  Miss  M.  Ker,  MissM. 
Tait,  Miss  T.  Terry,  5s  ;  Miss  Barnes  Groom,  Miss 
Macleod,  4s.  ;  Miss  Bell,  Miss  C.  Brewe,  Miss 
Cheetham,  Miss  Colliei,  Miss  Cowie,  Miss  H. 
Fowler,  Miss  Hart,  Miss  E.  Munson,  2s.  6d.  ;  Miss 
Cook,  2s.  ;  Miss  E.  Burton,  Miss  S.  Fidler,  Miss  A. 
Shorter,  3s.  ;  Mrs.  Simmons,  is.  6d.  ;  Miss  A. 
Brittain,  Miss  I.  Malcolm,  Miss  S.  Munro,  Miss  M. 
Slater,  is. 

State  Registration. — Miss  Spencer,  los.  ;  Miss 
Copeland,  5s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Taylor,  3s.  ;  Miss  Hender- 
son, 2S.  6d. 

AN    ADAPTABLE    NURSING    TROLLEY. 

Members  of  the  Association  visiting  the  Nursing 
and  Midwifery  Exhibition  at  St.  Andrew's  Hall, 
Mortimer  Street,  W.,  and  others,  should  make  a 
point  of  seeing  the  Sister  Mote  Adaptable  Nursing 
Trolley  on  view  in  the  gallery,  where  the  inventor 
Sister  Mote,  M. R.B.N. A.,  is  present  to  explain  the 
many  merits  of  this  ingenious  appliance.  The 
Trolley  is  so  constructed  that  when  wheeled  to  the 
side  of  a  bed  the  top  will  half  overlap  the  mattress, 
and  can  be  adjusted  to  any  level,  thus  enabling  a 
patient  to  be  moved  on  to  it  without  effort. 
Stability  is  assured  by  a  frame  passing  imder  the 
bed.  We  congratulate  Sister  Mote  on  her  valuable 
appliance. 

NOTICE     TO     MEMBERS. 

We  draw  the  attention  of  Members  to  the  fact 
that  all  notices  of  Meetings  in  connection  with 
the  Association  appear  in  their  official  organ, 
and  under  "  Coming  Events  "  of  the  month  in 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing.  We  find 
that  several  Members  rely  upon  receiving  personal 
notice  of  the  various  Conferences  and  Meetings 
held  from  time  to  time  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Corporation.  This  involves  a  considerable  amount 
of  unnecessary  work  and  expense,  and  one  of  the 
chief  purposes  of  this  Supplement  is  to  convey 
such  announcements  to  the  Members, 

(Signed)    Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary   to   the   Corporation. 
10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 
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APPOINTMENTS.  LETTERS  FROM  VERONICA. 


MATRON. 

North  Eastern  Hospital  (Metropolitan  Asylums' 
Board),  St.  Ann's  Road,  Tottenham,  N.E.— Miss  G.  A. 
Henry  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  has  been  Matron  of 
the  Middleton  in-^^  harfedale  Sanatorium  and  of  the 
Fusehill   War   Hospital,    Carlisle. 

•  Hostel  fori  War  Pensioners,  Lynwood,  Jesmond, 
Park  West,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Miss  Edith  Mackenzie 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Southwark  Infirmary,  East  Dulwich,  and  has  been 
Night  Superintendent  at  the  City  Hospital,  Belvidere, 
Glasgow  ;  Home  Sister  at  the  City  Sanatorium,  Yardley 
Road,  Birmingham.  She  worked  in  Serbia  in  the 
early  days  of  the  war,  and  since  her  return,  in  19 15. 
has  been  Home  Sister  at  the  City  Hospital,  "Walker 
Gate,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Children's  Hospital,  Leasowe,  and  the  Liverpool 
Babies*  Hospital,  Leasowe.^ — Miss  Charlotte  Hughes 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
London  Hospital,  and  has  held  the  positions  of  Matron 
of  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  and 
Assistant  Matron  of  a  Military  Hospital  on  Salisbury 
Plain. 

Gamesby  Isolation  Hospital,  Qlossop. — ^Mrs.  Hornby 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Bucknell  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  amongst 
other  positions  she  has  been  Nurse  Matron  at  Nantyglo 
and  Blaina  Isolation  Hospital,  Fort  Sanitary 
Hospital,  Weymouth. 

SUPERINTENDENT     NURSE. 

Pontypool  Union. — ^Miss  Emily  Gale  has  been 
appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  at  present 
holds  the  position  of  Superintendent  Nurse  at  the 
Leek  Union. 

OUT-PATIENT    SISTER. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
Plaistow.— Miss  L.  Boniface  has  been  appointed 
Outpatient  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Paddington 
Infirmary.  She  has  been  Sister  at  the  Ambulance 
de  rOcean,  La  Panne,  Belgium,  and  holds  the  Certi- 
ficates of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  of  the 
Incorporated  Society  of  Trained  Masseuses. 

SISTER.       : 

St.  Mary  Islington  Infirmary,  Highjjate  HilI,'N.  19. — 

Miss  Alice  Carter  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  Chelsea  Infirmary,  where  she  has  held  the 
position  of  War  Sister. 


I. 


QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Mercy  Wilmshurst  is  appointed  to  the 
Metropolitan  N.A.  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Annie 
Budd,  to  East  London  (Stepney)  as  Assistant 
Superintendent ;  Miss  Gladys  Nutt,  to  Sunderland, 
as  Assistant  Superintendent  ;  Miss  Alice  Harding, 
to'^Biighton,  as  Second  Assistant  Superintendent; 
Miss  Caroline  E.  King,  to  Burnley,  as  Senior 
Kurse  ;  Miss  Ada  B.  Wallis,  to  Scunthorpe,  as 
Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Mabel  I.  Allan,  to  Burneside; 
Miss  Emily  Hicks,  to  Scarborough  ;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Jeffries,  to  Northants  C.N. A.,  as  Infant  Welfare 
Lecturer  ;     Miss^^Eva  TVlcIlroy,  to  Harefield. 


NoRDROVO  Camp. 


Dear  Margot, — I  have  been  here  just  a  week 
and  I  must  begin  a  letter  to  you  full  of  first 
impressions,  although  I  don't  know  when  there 
will  be  an  opportunity  of  sending  it.  There  is  a 
blissful  uncertainty  about  letters  here  ;  sometimes 
they  don't  go  out  for  a  fortnight,  and  then  perhaps 
will  go  twice  in  one  week.  And  it  has  been  known 
to  happen  that  no  letters  come  for  a  month  (I  shall 
die  if  that  happens  often),  and  then  a  large,  fat 
budget  arrives,  as  it  did  yesterday,  and  everybody 
goes  about  for  a  day  or  two  with  a  seraphic  smile 
and  all  their  pockets  bulging. 

I  am  beginning  to  get  used  to  this  queer  life, 
which  is  full  of  surprises.  Until  I  came  here  I 
thought  that  camp  life  was  an  essentially  out-of- 
door  one,  but  on  the  contrary,  I  find  that  it  is  a 
particularly  stuffy  one,  at  any  rate  in  the  winter. 
It  is  so  frightfully  cold  that  the  tents  have  to  be 
kept  tightly  laced  inside,  and  you  can  only  crawl 
in  by  a  tiny  aperture  about  as  big  as  the  opening 
in  Vic's  kennel.  When  you  come  into  the  mess 
tent  you  have  to  close  even  that  carefully  after 
you  or  everyone  screams  as  loudly  at  you  as  French 
people  do  if  you  want  to  open  a  chink  of  window. 
I  must  say  it  is  piercingly  cold.  One  heard  at 
home  so  much  of  the  heat  and  dust  and  fiies  and 
malaria,  but  nothing  of  the  icy  wind  blowing  off 
the  snow  mountains,  and  the  raw,  misty  mornings 
when  your  breath  turns  to  ice  even  in  bed,  when 
the  fine  snow  drifts  into  a  white  carpet  in  your 
tent,  and  every  drop  of  water  is  frozen  in  your  jug. 
Everyone  looks  extraordinarily  healthy  and 
robust  though,  and  we  are  well  and  bountifully  fed 
on  rough  camp  fare. 

All  the  Unit  have  meals  together  in  the  mess  tent. 
There  are  three  tables,  one  for  the  Great  Ones,  such 
as  the  Matron,  Medecin  Chef,  and  other  Powers  ; 
one  for  the  Sisters,  and  one  for  ourselves,  the 
orderlies,  chauffeurs,  and  such  small  fish. 

The  bugle  goes  at  6.30  to  waken  us  ;  breakfast 
is  at  7.  We  sit  on  wooden  benches  and  drink  out 
of  enamel  mugs.     All  very  nice  and  campy. 

I  share  a  tent  with  two  others — Miss  Burford 
{always  called  "  Jinks,")  and  Miss  Kilpatrick. 
Miss  Burford  told  me  when  I  first  came  that  Miss 
Kilpatrick  considers  it  rather  an  insult  to  have  to 
share  a  tent  with  two  orderlies  (having  been  in  a 
"  superior  positon  "  before  she  came  here),  and 
consequently  we  have  to  give  her  much  the  larger 
share  of  the  tent,  and  she  has  erected  a  curtain 
round  her  bed  to  sleep  in  what  seclusion  she  may. 
They  are  a  funny  contrast  these  two.  "  Jinks  " 
would  be  a  jolly  girl  if  she  were  not  so  garrulous, 
but  she  talks  incessantly  from  the  moment  her 
eyes  are  open  in  the  morning  till  they  reluctantly 
close  at  night,  and  she  is  always  buttonholing  one 
to  retail  the  latest  camp  gossip.  She  is  never 
catty  and  horrid  about  people,  though,  and  has 
certainly  been  very  kind  and  friendly  to  me. 
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Miss  K.  is  much  older  than  any  of  the  others, 
and  has  a  long  thin  red  nose,  which  is  a  great 
affliction  to  her,  but  which  she  wouldn't  powder 
"  not  if  it  was  ever  so."  She  worked  as  Matron 
or  something  in  a  Church  of  England  Settlement 
in  the  East  End  of  London  before  she  came,  and 
is  much  too  intense  for  the  stolid  wenches  here. 
She  is  anxious  to  help  them  in  their  spiiitual 
difficulties,  and  none  of  them  have  any.  They 
are  much  more  concerned  with  the  question  of 
w^hat  there  is  for  dinner  than  worried  with  any 
problems  of  the  spirit.  She  is  bitterly  disappointed 
with  the  life  here, 
poor  dear.  She 
came  out  hoping 
to  devote  herself 
mentally,  morally 
and  physically  to 
the  "  martyred 
Serbs,"  as  she  calls 
them,  and  then, 
instead  of  being  in 
the  wards  as  she 
expected,  she  is 
put  on  to  cleaning 
the  Sisters'  tents 
and  making  the 
doctors'  beds.  She 
gets  very  irritable 
over  it,  and  then 
begs  our  pardon 
for  "  complaining," 
which  she  thinks 
very  wrong.  I  am 
sure  that  it  is  really 
because  she  isn't 
strong  and  can't 
quite  manage  the 
work  and  the  severe 
climate,  though  I 
am  sure  she  would 
rather  die  than 
own  it,  for  she  is  a 
plucky  old  thing. 

My  work  isn't  at 
all  hard.  It  is  a 
bit  trying  first 
thing  in  the  morn- 
ing when  you  get 
nearly  frost-bitten 
down  in  the  garage, 
which  is  open  on 
three  sides    to  the 

weather.  There  are'^great  compensations,  though, 
in  being  down  there  early,  for  the  mountains 
stand  out  stark  and  blue  against  the  faint 
primrose  dawn,  and  there  is  just  one  little 
moment  when  the  world  seems  to  be  holding  its 
breath,  till  the  old  red  sun  gets  up  and  the  bustle 
of  the  day  begins. 

My  car  is  a  cranky  old  thing  called  "  Alice,"  and 
she  has  one  peculiarly  aggravating  habit — she  is 
a  very  bad  starter.  Once  she  gets  going  she  is 
all  right,  and  there  is  one  advantage  in  this 
weather  that  after  you  have  wound  away  at  her 


TWO     MACEDONIAN     WASHERWCMBN. 
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hard  for  ten  minutes  without  the  slightest  result, 
you  do  at  least  get  partially  thawed. 

Mirko,  the  Serb  sergeant  in  the  garage,  is  an  old 
dear.  He  was  in  Canada  for  about  six  months 
before  the  war  and  speaks  quite  comprehensible 
English.  He  is  going  to  teach  me  the  names  of 
Alice's  springs  and  all  her  internal  organs  in 
Serbian,  which  is  a  truly  appalling  prospect.  It 
was  a  great  shock  to  find  everyone  here  talking 
Serbian  quite  glibly.  In  my  abyssmal  ignorance 
I  don't  even  know  the  alphabet.  My  main  duties 
are  to  look  after  Alice,  take,  the  family  washing 

down  to  the  laun- 
dry every  morning 
and  evening,  fetch 
patients  from  the 
train  sanitaire  from 
the  front,  which 
stops  at  Nordrovo 
station  at  10  every 
morning,  fetch  the 
mail  from  Silberovo 
on  the  rare  occa- 
sions when  there  is 
any  and  go  to  Dessa 
(our  nearest  shop- 
ping town,  15  miles 
away)  once  a  week 
with  the  Comman- 
dant. There  are 
a  few  long  trips, 
rightly  regarded  as 
joy-rides,  which 
have  to  be  under- 
taken on  occasions, 
but  these  are 
generally  done  by 
my  seniors  and  not 
by  the  likes  of  me 
— at  any  rate  till  I 
know  the  roads 
better.  I  love  going 
down  to  the  laun- 
dry. It  is  a  little 
encampment  on 
the  shore  of  the 
lake  consisting  of  a 
couple  of  tents  and 
a  rough  branched 
shelter  where  the 
women  wash  under 
the  supervision  of 
two  English  order- 
The  lake  is  my  daily  joy.       It  is  nearly 


always  blue,  but  a  different  blue  every  mormng. 
The  first  day  I  went  it  was  a  childlike,  innocent 
sort  of  plain  blue,  yesterday  when  there  was 
a  wind  it  was  a  deep,  angry  indigo  flecked  with 
white  ;  this  morning  it  was  shimmering  opal. 
The  hills  beyond  are  not  friendly,  they  are  steep 
and  bare  and  austere,  and  the  whole  scene  is 
very  lonely^  The  camp  is  quite  out  of  sight  in 
a  fold  of  the  hill,  and  there  is  never  a  boat  to  be 
seen  on  the  lake,  or  a  cottage  or  hut  of  any  sort 
within  sight. 
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The  four  smiling  Serb  ladies  at  the  laundry 
greet  me  each  day  in  the  same  way,  and  I  have 
now  managed  to  learn  up  the  proper  answers, 
which  never  vary. 

"  Dobar  dan,"  say  I — -which  is  "  Good  morning." 
"  Dobar  dan,  Sestra,"  say  they.  (Fancy  me  being 
called  "  Sister  "  Margot ;  what  a  dizzy  height  I 
have  reached.)  "  Kako  ste  vi  ?  "  (How  are  you  ?) 
is  my  next  solicitous  enquiry.  "  Very  well,"  they 
reply  ;  "  and  how  are  you.  Sister  '  ?  "  Also 
very  well,  thank  you."  "  Thank  God  "  is  the 
invariable  answer  and  then  the  ceremony  is  over 
and  we  begin  to  get  the  washing  out  of  the  car. 

Now  I  must  go.  I  want  a  letter  from  you  very 
badly,  Margot,  dear.— Yours.  Yeronica. 

■  •  ■ 

AFTER   MANY   DAYS. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  and  Miss  Cox-Davies  have  called 
a  meeting  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  (by  the  per- 
mission of  the  Treasurer  Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  and  the 
Governors) ,  on  May  8th, "  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
an  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons."  In  the 
year  1894  the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  was  inaugurated  by  the  late  Matron, 
Miss  Isla  Stewart,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
and  its  members  have  played  a  valiant  and 
sympathetic  part  in  promoting  a  high  ethical 
standard  in  the  Nursing  Profession,  and  in  standing 
firmly  for  rts  State  organisation.  Let  us  hope  that 
its  rival  will  emulate  its  policy,  it  cannot  follow 
a  better  example.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
what  duties  and  objects  not  already  incorporated 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Matrons'  Council  can  be 
added  to  the  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  Association. 
The  Nurses,  including  the  Chief  Nurses  (the 
Matrons)  have  a  Royal  Chartered  Corporation  of 
their  own,  and  once  "  registered  by  the  State,"  all 
classes  of  nurses  will  be  equal  before  the  law  and 
will  have  equal  protection. 


ST.    BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL,   EX. 
PROBATIONARY   NURSES. 

FINAL     EXAMINATION     LIST,     APRIL,     1919. 

I,  Constance  Amelia  Wilson  fGold  Medallist)  ; 
2,  Caroline  Blanche  Bowen ;  3,  Jean  Decima 
Jacomb ;  4,  Margaret  Lihan  Beebe ;  5,  Grace 
Mildred  Palmar  ;  6,  Mildred  Agnes  Vera  Etches  ; 
7,  Winifred  Mary  Bousfield  ;  8,  Violet  Mary 
Wooderson  ;  9,  Annie  Kate  Ellis  ;  10,  Olive  Mary 
King;  11,  Eileen  Saxon  ;  equal  12,  Phyllis  Bate- 
man,  Ivy  Winifred  Gostling,  Ada  Cherringto 
13,  Elizabeth  Russell  Morris  ;  14,  Violet  Allen 
15,  Evelyn  Rosa  Fitch  ;  16,  Celia  Mary  Hewes 
17,  Dorothy  Grierson  ;  18,  Edith  Constance 
Ashley  ;  19,  Ruth  Ferrer  Moore  ;  20,  Mary  Olive 
Webster;  21,  Bessie  Williams;  22,  Kathleen 
Weller ;  equal  23,  Verna  Copping  and  Gladys 
Maud  Harvey  ;  equal  24,  Gwendoline  Holme  and 
Edith  Hilda  Somerford  ;  25,  Alice  Mildred  Mizen  ; 
26,  Gladys  Seager  ;   27,  Violet  Lucinda  Jean  Wiles. 

First  Year's  Examination. — Miss  E.  Dunster 
passed  first,  and  was  awarded  a  prize  of  books. 


THE   NURSING   AND   MIDWIFERY 
EXHIBITION. 

ST.   ANDREWS  HALL,  NEWMAN  STREET,  W. 

Entering  the  Exhibition  by  the  stand  of  Win- 
carnis,  we  pass  on  to  pause  at  that  of  the  Surgical 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  The  firm  is  making  a 
special  feature  of  scissors  at  a  very  low  price, 
also  tongue  spatulas,  and  nurses  will  be  well 
advised  to  secure  these.  The  Surgman  Bag  is 
well  arranged  and  moderately  priced.  A  most 
desirable  nurses'  case  book  is  given  away. 

There  is  always  a  little  group  of  nurses  to  be 
found  gathered  round  the  stand  of  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  where  Miss  Beatrice  Kent, 
Miss  A.  Hulme,  and  other  staunch  supporters  of 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  and  of  the  Journal 
which  has  fought  the  nurses'  battle,  are  to  be 
found  explaining  its  foundation  policy.  Close 
by  is  the  stand  of  Jardox,  Ltd.  (Crystal  Palace 
Works,  Anerley^i  a  most  tasty  and  nutritious 
beef-tea.  Next  to  this,  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  have  an  attractive  stand  at  which  their 
"  Patent  "  Barley  and  Groats  are  shown. 

Bovril,  Ltd.,  justly  claims  with  pride  that  its 
price  has  not  been  raised  throughout  the  war. 
Invalid  Bovril  is  a  delicate  preparation. 

On  the  stand  of  Boots,  the  chemists,  we  noticed 
a  most  convenient  and  excellently  arranged  and 
fitted  first-aid  cabinet,  and  some  red  and  w^hite 
mackintosh  sheeting,  double  proofed  and  pliable. 
Genatosan,  Ltd.,  in  addition  to  its  well-known 
preparations,  is  showing  detoxicated  vacci:es. 
By  a  new  process  these  vaccines  are  rendered  50 
to  100  times  less  poisonous 

Virol,  Ltd.,  has  produced,  under  the  name  of 
Virolax,  a  very  agreeable  laxative,  an  emulsion 
of  chemically  pure  liquid  paraffin  and  Virol. 

Very  attractive  is  the  stand  of  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys,  where  all  their  well-known  specialities 
are  in  evidence — foods,  rusks,  soaps,  feeders,  etc. 
Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Croyden  are  showing  an 
excellent  premature  birth  feeder,  their  Lysol-Bell, 
and  other  well-known  specialities. 

In  the  gallery  is  to  be  seen  an  attractive  example 
of  the  Marmet  Baby  Carriage,  and  at  the  stand 
of  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute,  Miss 
Marsters  shows  a  most  practical  overall  used  by 
district  nurses  in  attendance  on  measles  cases. 
After  use  it  is  placed  in  a  washing  case  and  then 
rolled  up  in  one  of  American  cloth.  Their  hat 
and  cap  linings  for  ringworm  cases  are  excellent 
and  the  cap  for  impetigo  patients. 

The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  are  well 
to  the  fore  with  literature  and  other  exhibits. 

At  Messrs.  Brown  &  Poison's  stall  a  lady  cooking 
diplomee  demonstrates  what  tasty  and  inexpensive 
dishes  can  be  prepared  with  Brown  &  Poison's 
"  Patent  "  Cornflour  and  "  Paisley  Flour." 

In  the  entrance  hall  the  stand  of  Lysol  receives 
much  well-merited  attention. 

The  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.  have  arranged  a 
model  gas  kitchen  which  is  well  worth  a  visit,  and, 
near  by  is  the  Glaxo  Cottage,  most  consideiately 
arranged  as  a  rest-room  for  nurses. 
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STATE  REGISTRATION   OF   NURSES 
AT  THE  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY 
CONFERENCE. 


At  the  first  Session  of  the  Kursing  and  Mid- 
wifery Conference  at  Mortirner  Hall,  Mortimer 
Street,  W.,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  J.  F.  Powell, 
M.R.C.S.,  Hon.  Secretary,  Asylum  Workers'  Asso- 
ciation, read  a  paper  on  "  Mental  Nursing  and 
State  Registration  ' '  to  which  we  hope  to  refer  in  a 
future  issue. 

THE     COLLEGE    OF     NURSING,     LTD. 

At  the  evening  session,  also  held  at  the  Mortimer 
Hall,  the  room  at  eight  o'clock  was  half  empty,  and 
the  meeting  possessed  its  soul  in  patience  waiting 
for  the  chairman,  who  did  not  arrive  for  another 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  Miss  A.  C.  Gibson  took 
the  chair  and  Miss  M.  E.  Sparshott,  Matron  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  spoke  on  "  The 
College  of  Nursing  :  What  it  has  done,  and  what  it 
hopes  to  do."  She  said  that  the  College  of 
Nursing  was  a  voluntary  body,  out  for  the  better- 
ment of  nurses  in  all  directions.  Their  register  was 
now  in  print,  but  it  would  take  till  August  to  get  it 
published,  and  it  would  cost  ;^i,ooo.  She  men- 
tioned the  Societies  on  which  the  College  has  repre- 
sentatives, and  letters  that  its  Council  has  written 
on  various  subjects. 

The  College  had  had  a  Bill  for  the  Registration 
of  Nurses  drafted  on  the  broadest  and  most  demo- 
cratic lines.  The  Bill  of  the  Central  Committee 
.  had  been  foitunate  in  the  ballot,  and  with  the  help 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  this  Bill  had  got  through 
its  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
(Ciies  of  "  No.") 

It  had  awarded  three  scholarships  for  Sister 
Tutors,  and  had  opened  an  Appointment  Bureau, 
and  was  out  to  help  nurses  to  get  appointments 
and  Matrons  to  secure  nurses.  It  had  also  various 
Local  Centres,  which  had  a  social  side,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  there  were  whist  drives,  conceits 
and  country  rambles,  which  taught  history  in  a 
very  nice  way,  and  were  very  important.  It  also 
arranged  an  Annual  Conference,  and  the  next 
would  be  held  at  Manchester  on  June  i8th  and 
19th.  It  intended  to  go  forward,  and  if  it  was  not 
included  in  the  Bill  before  Parliament  it  would 
take  its  place  as  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  and  something  more.  There  was  tre- 
mendous work  in  front  of  it.  Nurses  were  accus- 
tomed to  the  Matrons  doing  the  wort:  for  them,but 
the  College  would  be  only  too  glad  for  the  nurses 
to  come  forward  and  help  them.  She  implored 
nurses  to  come  foiwaid  and  be  nominated  for  the 
College  Council,  but  said  it  was  very  difficult  to 
get  them  elected  when  they  were  nominated, 
because  the  matrons  were  so  much  better  known. 

The  Chairman  (Miss  Sordy)  here  arrived. 

STATE  REGISTRATION  :    ITS  EFFECT  ON 
THE    NURSING    PROFESSION. 

Miss  Gibson  then  spoke  on  the  above  subject, 
and  began  by  frankly  owning  that  she  was  not  an 


authority  upon  it,  and  came  unwillingly.  She  felt 
also  she  must  make- another  apology.  For  many 
years  she  had  sat  on  the  fence  in  regard  to  this 
question.  That  was  a  contemptible  attitude. 
Her  only  excuse  was  that  she  was  awfully  busy 
and  much  occupied  and  worried,  and  it  was  an 
imraense  subject,  to  which  she  felt  she  should  give 
her  whole  attention. 

During  the  war  she  had  interviewed  candidates 
from  various  schools  and  had  realized  the  lack  of 
uniformity  in  standards.  There  must  be  a  fixed 
standard  and  if  there  was  such  a  standard  there 
must  be  registration  of  those  who  attained  it. 

It  was  much  harder  honestly  to  confess  one  had 
changed  one's  views  than  to  stick  to  views  which 
were  old-fashioned. 

Miss  Gibson  then  spoke  on  the  effects  of  State 
Registration,  and  expressed  the  view  that  it  did 
not  matter  very  much  where  a  nurse  got  her 
training  provided  that  the  training  material  was 
adequate,  and  the  probationer  worked  under 
proper  supervision  and  was  properly  taught. 
She  thought  that  where  two  or  three  institutions 
were  affiliated  that  they  might  give  a  very  excellent 
training. 

Registration  would  show  that  a  nurse  was 
qualified  to  do  her  job,  and  that  she  had  proved 
this  by  passing  an  examination  which  was  partly 
theoretical,  but  she  hoped  would  be  much  more 
largely  practical. 

One  of  the  great  benefits  of  registration  would, 
she  hoped,  be  to  bring  the  nurses  of  the  various 
schools  into  touch  with  one  another  and  get  them 
to  appreciate  one  another. 

Miss  Gibson  thought  that  nurses  should  be 
intensely  grateful  to  those  persons  who  had 
worked  for' so  many  years  to  obtain  State  Registra- 
tion. They  did  not  always  see  eye  to  eye  with 
them,  but  she  hoped  that  eventually  all  would 
work  together  for  the  general  good. 

SHOULD  NURSING    BE  A   PROFESSION  ? 

Dr.  H.  C.  Crouch  said  that  since  he  had  been 
announced  to  speak  on  this  subject,  he  had  received 
many  letters,  and  he  had  been  told  that  there  was 
no  sense  in  asking  such  a  silly  question  as  nursing 
was  a  profession  already.  Sometimes  he  doubted 
it.  What  of  the  flag  day  which  he  understood 
was  to  be  held  shoitly  ?  He  hoped  that  in  a  few 
years  the  holding  of  a  flag  day  for  the  benefit 
of  nurses  would  be  unthinkable. 

The  training  of  nurses  at  present  was  based  on 
two  underlying  principles — that  the  physical 
health  of  nurses  might  be  impaired  in  the  inteiest 
of  the  sick,  and  that  if  work  was  done  in  the  name 
of  charity  it  was  legitimate  to  overwork  and 
underpay  the  worker. 

They  had  heard  from  a  previous  speaker  what 
the  College  of  Nursing  had  done  and  what  it 
hoped  to  do.  He  did  not  gather  that  it  had  done 
very  much.  The  Council  included  a  hospital 
tieasurer.  Matrons  and  members  of  hospital  stafts. 
They  were  the  people  who  had  the  power.  If  tbey 
wanted  these  reforms  why  did  they  not  get 
them  ? 
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Dr.  Crouch  expressed  the  opinion  that  proba- 
tioners in  the  future  would  have  to  rank  as  students. 
The  young  women  who  were  going  to  be  the 
nurses  of  to-morrow  had  not  the  shghtest  intention 
of  going  into  hospitals  under  present  conditions. 
Not  the  slightest. 

DISCUSSION.  • 

Discussion  was  not  invited,  although  the  purpose 
of  a  conference  is  presumably  to  confer,  and 
permission  to  ask  questions  was  somewhat  grudg- 
ingly conceded  by  the  chair,  on  demand. 

Miss  Beatrice  Kent  said  she  would  like  to  correct 
an  erroneous  statement  on  the  patt  of  Miss 
Sparshott,  namely,  that  with  the  help  of  the  College 
of  Nursing  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  had  got 
through  its  Second  Reading.  It  was  due  to  the 
work  of  the  Central  Committee  which  had  drafted 
the  Bill  that  it  had  passed  its  Second  Reading. 

In  regard  to  the  membership  of  the  College 
which  Miss  Sparshott  had  placed  at  over  13,000, 
Miss  Kent  pointed  out  that  it  was  by  no  means 
all  voluntary,  but  nurses  joined  because  pressure 
was  put  on  them  to  do  so  by  those  in  authority  over 
them. 

Some  hospital  committees,  she  believed,  even 
paid  the  guineas  for  the  nurses  to  join  the 
College  out  of  hospital  funds — funds  which  had 
been  subscribed  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  poor. 

Miss  Sparshott  said  that  the  Council  of  the 
College  had  asked  all  its  supporters  in  the  House 
to'Jvote  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill.  She  did  not  know  if  they  would 
have  stopped  it  if  they  had  taken  a  different  atti- 
tude. ("No.")  She  knew  of  two  Committees  which 
paid  the  guineas  for  their  nurses  to  join  the  Col  lege 
of  Nursing.     She  thought  it  very  wrong. 

Miss  C.  A.  Little  (Hull)  asked  :  "  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  demand  for  nurses  probably  exceeds 
the  supply,  cent,  per  cent.,  will  Miss  Sparshott  tell 
us  why  the  authorities  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  have  always  encouraged  the  idea  that  nurses 
are  a  poverty-stricken  body  of  workers  and  unable 
to  assist  in  their  own  emancipation  to  the  moderate 
extent  of  paying  £2  is.  for  State  Registration. 
Was  her  question  clear  ?  " 

Miss  Sparshott  was  afraid  it  was  not.  Miss 
Little  repeated  it  but  no  reply  was  received  from 
Miss  Sparshott  beyond  the  fact  that  the  College 
advocated  a  guinea  fee  and  she  was  sure  the 
nurses  could  not  pay  more.  She  further  said 
that  the  Nurses'  Associations  did  not  appear  to 
have  done  very  much. 

Miss  Macdonald  :  '  Then  why  not  ?  Both 
ladies  who  have  spoken  have  impressed  upon 
us  their  great  desire  that  nurses  should  take  a 
share  in  the  management  of  their  profession. 
Which  of  the  organisations  built  up  by  the  nurses 
have  they  ever  helped  or  supported  ?  Our 
experience  has  been  that  the  Matrons  of  the 
training  schools  have  continually  opposed  every 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  independent  nurses  to 
organise  and  no  society  has  felt  this  opposition 
more  than  the  Association  to  which  I  presume 
Miss  Little  referred — the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association.     And  why  ?     Because  in  that  Nurses' 


Association,  incorporated  by  the  Crown,  the 
governors  of  the  nurses  see  a  future  potential 
antagonist.  They  know  that  if  nurses  were 
allowed  to  understand  the  powers  that  lie 
in  the  Charter,  every  working  nurse  in  England 
would  come  into  the  Corporation  and  then  only 
one  thing  could  happen —nurses  would  join  it  for 
the  purpose— that  Association  would  be  made  to 
speak  up  for  hours  in  line  with  those  of  other 
women  workers,  for  salaries  equivalent  to  those 
which  other  professional  women  have  and  for 
education  dictated,  not  by  the  convenience  of  the 
schools,  but  by  the  needs  of  the  nurses.  Moreover, 
it  is  the  fault  of  those  who  ought  to  have  had  the 
interests  of  the  nurses  most  greatly  at  heart  that 
State  Registration  is  too  late  to  save  the  nurses 
of  to-day.  Had  the  Hospital  Committees  and 
the  Matrons  not  opposed  the  Bill  we  might  have 
had  State  Registration  in  the  early  years  when 
the  movement  just  began. 

Miss  Rundle  said  that  in  the  past  nurses  had 
suffered  from  inferior  teaching  from  tired  Home 
Sisters,  Sisters  and  Matrons,  but  somehow  they 
got  through. 

Other  members  of  the  audience  were  waiting 
for  an  opportunty  to  speak,  but  the  Chairman 
rose  and  closed  the  meeting. 

OVERHEARD    IN   THE   HALL. 

"  Well  you  needn't  grumble  ;  the  honours  of 
the  evening  were  with  the  supporters  of  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill." 


COMING    EVENTS. 

May  ^rd. — Meeting  Executive  Committee  Society 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  will  report  progress  of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.      4  p.m. 

May  2,rd. — Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
Public  Health  Work.  Conference,  "  Health 
Visiting  in  Connection  with  Tuberculosis  Work." 
10,  Orchard  Street,  Portman  Square,  W.  3.30 
p.m. 

May  ^rd. — Irish  Nurses'  Association  Meeting. 
General  Business  and  "  To  Consider  an  Article 
in  The  Hospital,"  of  26th  ult. 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

P5VCHIC  PHENOMENA 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
'  Dear  Editor, — I  have  read  with  considerable 
interest  Miss  Bielby's  letter  on  psychic  pheno- 
mena, and  acknowledge  the  indebtedness  of 
readers  of  our  Journal  to  her  in  giving  names  of 
books  which  deal  with  that  aspect  of  the  subject 
relating  to  "  The  Other  Side  of  Death."  At  the 
same   time   I  should  hesitate  to   recommend   its 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

P*        ■    ^  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^  llot  •  branch   is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

Q  1  ,   The    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

Ot^l,^IJOvl  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

TTl:  •  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  nil  CI  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P  iK    ^    The  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 

*  O  Hi  111  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JFSSE  BOOT.  -.„  .narrKj"^— »  Head  Office:  STATION  ST. 

Managing   Director.  ^^  f^         ^  Mi  NOTTINGHAM. 
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study  to  nurses.  To  begin  with,  few  nurses  have 
time  to  prosecute  a  study  of  the  occult  sciences, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  such  would  help  them 
iti  their  noble  calling.  The  tendency  of  all  such 
occult  theories  is  to  unsettle  broad  and  deep 
principles,  which  form  for  all  a  healthy  working 
basis,  and  to  launch  the  mind  upon  an  ocean  of 
speculative  thought  and  conjecture  which  may 
or  may  not  have  a  farther  shore.  My  experience 
in  psychological  work  is  that  the  average  human 
mind  is  unable  adequately  to  deal  with  these 
problems  ;  and  tampering  with  them,  oh,  so  often  ! 
produces  sad  mental  havoc  !  With  a  firm  belief 
in  the  "  glorious  future  which  awaits  us  on  the 
other  side,"  as  children  of  the  Highest,  and  part* 
of  Him,  we  can  well  afford  to  wait  until  we  get 
there  for  its  realisation.  "  Love  to  God  and  to  one 
another  "  is  the  simplest  creed  ;  and  while  I  have 
no  quarrel  with  those  who  dip  into  occult  science, 
my  humble  opinion  is  that  it  would  not  be  useful 
either  to  the  nurse  or  her  patient.  Healthy, 
happy,  wholesome  thoughts  about  the  "  good,  glad 
world  "  we  know,  with  its  never-ending  beauties 
of  hill  and  vale,  sea  and  sky,  tree  and  flower,  seed- 
time and  harvest,  bring  physical  and  mental  health 
to  all.  And  the  Infinite  is  all  around  us  in  the 
'!  common  things  of  daily  life." 

A.  E.  Macdonald, 
Sister,  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  London. 
A    SANATORIUM     FOR    NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor,— I  have  read  your  article  on 
Sanatoria  for  Nurses,  published  in  this  week's 
Journal.  It  just  sounds  like  a  real  haven  of  rest 
compared  to  what  one  gets.  I  don't  think  the 
public  realise  how  necessary  it  is  to  provide  an 
institution  for  these  poor  tired  nurses  who  have 
worked  so  hard  that  their  health  is  impaired.  If 
one  could  only  enumerate  on  the  disadvantages  of 
the  present  system,  it  would  call  forth  too  much 
criticism.  But  one  thing  that  strikes  one  most  is 
the  lack  of  comfort,  and  without  comfort  how  can 
One" rest  ? 

i  .    Yours  truly, 

I  A  Sufferer. 

KERNELS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 
:  An  Onlooker  writes  : — "  The  amused  faces  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
present  at  the  meeting  of  Standing  Committee  E., 
•Virhen  Mr.  Lyle  (Chairman  of  Queen  Mary's 
Hospital,  Stratford)  made  his  attack  upon  the 
Nurses'  Societies  to  which  these  ladies  belonged, 
were  not  lost  upon  some  M.P.s  present.  One 
said  to  me  later,  '  Don't  forget  to  bring  along 
your  "  senile "  contingent,  next  time  we  have 
an  election  !  "  But,  joking  apart,  what  an  object 
lesson  of  how  hospital  employers  do  treat  their 
nurses — if  they  dare  to  organise  to  promote 
their  own  professional  interests,  and  claim  the 
right  to  think,  speak,  and  act  for  themselves  ! 
A  lesson  which  was  evidently  not  lost  upon  the 
majority  of  Committee  E." 

A  Staff- Nurse  : — "  Miss  Dalton's  misleading 
and  incorrect  Petition  was,  of  course,  stuck  up 
pn   our  Green   Board,   with  the   following   intro- 


duction :  '  The  Matron  has  received  the  follow- 
ing Petition.  Any  ]^urse  who  wishes  to  sign  it 
must  do  so  before  April  27th.'  Not  one  word 
of  explanation  as  to  who  had  sent  the  Matron 
the  Petition,  where  it  had  come  from,  or  any 
explanation  whatevei  !  This  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  whole  nursing  staff  is  treated.  I  ask, 
are  we  a  flock  of  silly  sheep,  or  not  ?  " 

[It  depends  whether  the  Petition  was  signed 
or  not.  Certainly  those  women  who  signed  it 
without  further  information  showed  themselves 
totally  devoid  either  of  intelligence  or  self-respect. 
But  considering  that  at  this  hospital,  as  at  many 
others,  the  Nursing  Staff  may  not  discuss  the 
question  of  their  own  Registration  by  the  State 
in  the  Home — even  whilst  the  Bill  is  passing 
through  Parliament — and  expert  speakers  on  the 
question  are  denied  a  hearing  by  the  Matrons, 
we  cannot  waste  time  sympathising  with  women 
who  submit  to  such  tyranny. — Ed.] 

Children's  Nurse : — "  May  I  ask  what  my 
position  will  be  when  the  Registration  Bill  is 
passed  ?  I  was  trained  in  a  good  Children's 
Hospital,  and  hold  a  three  years'  certificate. 
When  attached  to  the  private  staff,  I  was  often 
sent  to  nurse  adult  cases,  and  no  one  was  any 
the  wiser.  But  if  a  Children's  Nurses'  Register 
is  set  up  and  I  have  to  have  my  name  placed 
on  it,  it  is  probable  the  public  will  find  out  I  am 
only  partly  trained.  Our  Committee  have  been 
agitating  to  have  such  a  Special  Register,  but 
the  nurses  were  never  consulted.  We  ought  to 
have  been  placed  on  the  General  Register  duiing 
the  term  of  grace." 

[Our  advice  is  to  enter  a  general  hospital  at 
once,  and  qualify  for  the  General  Register.  We 
feel  sure  the  General  Nursing  Council  will  arrange 
during  the  term  of  grace  to  place  nurses  on  the 
General  Register  who  have  combined  general 
and  special  training.  Special  registers  for  Chil- 
dren's and  Fever  Nurses  will,  of  course,  place 
them  at  a  disadvantage,  so  the  system  is  unjust. 
Children's  Hospitals  have  no  right  to  advertise 
their  pupils  as  fully  trained,  and  send  them  to 
nurse  adult  cases. — Ed. J 

Manchester  Nurse. — "  Can  you  tell  me  if  the 
lucky  Bill  is  the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  or  the 
College  of  Nursing  Bill  ?  Here  we  are  being  led 
to  suppose  it  is  the  College  Bill  which  is  before  the 
House. 

[The  Bill  before  the  House  is  the  pioneer  Bill 
drafted  by  the  Central  Committee,  which  is  framed 
on  that  which  passed  the  House  of  Lords  in  1908, 
and  had  a  huge  majority  on  contested  first  reading 
in  the  Commons  in  191 4,  before  the  College  was 
thought  of. — Ed.] 

OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

May  3yrf. — What  is  Rabies  ?  Describe  the 
Nursing   Treatment. 

May  10th. — State  what  you  know  about  Para- 
sitic Worms  of  the  Intestines.  How  are  they 
treated  ? 

May  ijth. — ^Mention  drugs  which  may  produce 
rashes,  and  describe  the  rashes. 
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GAVAQE  FEEDING  OF  INFANTS. 


By  Ella  M.  Rahtge,  R.N. 

It  's  my  impression  that  this  is  a  subject  which 
has  been  very  lightly  dealt  with,  judging  from  the 
scarcity  of  information  to  be  found  concerning  it 
in  any  of  the  books  that  deal  with  methods  per- 
taining to  the  care  of  infants.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  such  is  the  case,  since  it  is  a  pro- 
cedure which,  in  many  instances,  saves  a  baby's 
life. 

In  connection  with  gavage  feeding,  we  think 
first  of  the  premature  infant  who  is  too  frail  to 
nurse  or  even  to  make  an  eft'ort  to  swallow,  when 
food  is  placed  in  the  mouth  by  a  dropper.  This 
infant  is  best  fed  by  gavage  until  it  giadually 
becomes  vigorous  enough  to  take  its  food  from  the 
bottle  or  to  be  nursed  at  the  breast. 

The  second  class  is  that  of  the  decomposition 
baby  who  comes  under  our  care  so  starved,  so 
emaciated,  and  so  feeble,  that  he  cannot  make  the 
effort  to  take  food.  In  extreme  cases  it  means 
life  to  this  baby  to  conserve  its  strength,  so  he  is 
fed  by  gavage,  and  in  a  few  days'  time  he  has 
gained  so  much  that  when,  as  a  trial  experiment, 
he  is  offered  the  bottle,  he  rewards  us  by  draining 
every  drop  and,  in  his  way,  asking  for  more.  It 
is  best  not  to  change  all  at  once  to  the  bottle 
feeding,  for  it  is  easy  to  over  estimate  the  baby's 
strength,  but  give  it  first  one  bottle  a  day,  then 
two,  and  so  on  until  he  is  entirely  off  the  gavage 
method  of  feeding. 

The  third  class  is  comprised  of  babies  who  are 
acutely  ill  and  persistently  refuse  food,  until  the 
depletion  of  strength  and  loss  of  weight  are  so 
great  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  force  the  food  ; 
then,  as  the  baby  grows  better  and  its  appetite 
returns,  the  gavage  feeding  is  discontinued. 

The  fourth  class  is  made  up  of  the  hare-lip  and 
cleft-palate  babies.  These  are  all  eventually 
subjected  to  operation.  Even  if  they  are  able  to 
take  food  through  a  nipple,  it  is  necessary  to 
accustom  them  to  some  other  method,  since  the 
nipple  cannot  be  used  after  operation  until  the  lip 
is  healed  and  the  tenderness  gone.  Feeding  with 
a  spoon  is  not  satisfactory,  because  so  much  of  the 
food  is  lost ;  the  dropper  method  is  the  one  most 
often  employed  ;  but  in  a  number  of  instances  it 
has  been  found  that  these  babies  do  not  take  the 
feeding  without  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble 
attending,  caused  chiefly  by  the  swallowing  of  air 
with  the  food,  and  the  resulting  discomfort.  This 
is  eliminated  by  the  use  of  the  gavage  method. 

The  fifth  and  last  class  is  that  of  the  baby  who 
vomits  persistently.  This  vomiting  is  often 
associated  with  pylorospasm,  and  in  this  condition 
lavage  of  the  stomach,  followed  by  gavage,  has 
produced  very  good  results,  on  the  theory  that 
the  action  of  the  baby's  nursing  tends  to  increase 
the  spasm. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  tech- 


nique. The  'tube  used  is  a  No.  12  or  15  F. 
catheter  with  a  one-ounce  cylindrical  funnel 
attached.  The  baby  is  restrained,  with  arms 
well  down  at  the  side,  care  being  taken  that 
they  are  not  twisted  back  of  the  body  in  apply- 
ing the  restraint,  thus  producing  injury.  The 
baby's  head  is  held  firmly  and  the  tube,  after 
being  moistened,  is  passed  through  the  mouth. 
If  the  baby  has  teeth,  the  tube  should  be  anointed 
with  vaseline  and  passed  through  the  nostril. 
As  long  as  there  is  no  resistance  at  all,  continue 
passing  the  tube,  but  if  there  is  resistance,  wait 
until  the  throat  relaxes  ;  do  not  use  force.  It 
cannot  be  stated  that  the  tube  should  be  passed 
any  certain  number  of  inches,  but  the  distance 
can  easily  be  estimated  in  each  individual  case — 
the  only  danger  would  be,  perhaps,  in  not  passing 
it  far  enough. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  "  How  do  I  know 
that  the  tube  is  in  the  baby's  stomach  ?  "  and 
the  reply  has  been,  "  When  the  stomach  contents 
come  up  in  the  tube."  This  answer  holds  good 
in  some  cases,  but  in  these  days,  when  the  four- 
hour  feeding  interval  is  employed,  the  stomach 
is  usually  quite  empty,  except  in  cases  where 
there  is  retention.  If  we  can  be  sure  that  the 
tube  has  not  gone  into  the  baby's  trachea,  then 
we  can  be  quite  sure  that  it  is  in  the  stomach, 
so  we  must  determine  the  fiist,  to  our  satisfaction. 
When  the  tube  is  being  passed,  it  causes  a  little 
irritation,  resulting  in  coughing  and  crying,  in 
redness  and,  perhaps,  even  cyanosis  of  the  face. 
If  this  continues  after  the  tube  is  down  for  a 
minute  or  two,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  danger  signal. 
Often  when  the  tube  is  passed,  air  will  escape 
and  one  may  be  inclined  to  think  it  is  in  the 
trachea  instead  of  the  stomach ;  this  can  be 
determined  definitely  by  placing  the  open  end 
of  the  funnel  in  a  cup  of  sterile  water.  If  air 
continues  to  come  with  expiration  and  if  the 
water  is  drawn  up  in  the  funnel  with  inspiration, 
there  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt  but  that  the  tube 
is  in  the  trachea.  With  patients  who  are 
comatose  it  is  always  safer  to  make  this  test. 

After  the  tube  is  down  and  the  baby  is  quiet, 
we  may  proceed.  We  hold  the  funnel  and  control 
the  flow  with  one  hand,  leaving  the  other  free 
to  hold  the  tube  in  place,  if  necessary,  and  to 
pour  the  fluid.  Cut  off  the  flow  while  the  funnel 
is  being  filled,  then  allow  it  to  run  slowly,  as 
too  rapid  distention  of  the  stomach  is  not  good 
for  the  baby.  If  the  food  does  not  flow,  it  may 
be  because  of  air  in  the  tube  or  because  a  curd 
or  bit  of  mucus  has  obstructed  the  outlet.  This 
may  be  corrected  by  making  forceful  pressure 
upon  the  tube  between  the  palm  and  the  fingers. 
If  the  baby  cries  or  strains,  the  food  will  back-up 
in  the  funnel,  and  it  is  apt  to  overflow.  If  this 
occurs,  pinch  off  the  flow  to  avoid  losing  the 
food.  Do  not  allow  the  funnel  to  become  empty, 
as  more  air  is  carried  in  when  it  is  filled  again. 

In   withdrawing   the   tube,    a   very   impoitant 
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point  to  remember  is  to  cut  off  the  flow  entirely, 
as  a  few  drops  of  fluid  are  always  retained  and 
these  might  trickle  into  the  trachea,  causing 
strangulation  or  even  aspiration  •  pneumonia. 
It  is  always  well  to  watch  the  baby  for  a  few 
moments  after  a  feeding,  especially  if  it  be  a 
very  weak  infant. 

Sometimes  we  are  called  upon  to  give  a  baby 
a  gastric  lavage,  and  if  we  know  the  principles 
of  gavage  feeding  it  is  not  a  difficult  procedure. 
We  use  the  same  sized  catheter  and  funnel,  and 
the  babe  is  left  Ipng  on  his  back  in  his  crib,  or, 
if  preferable,  on  a  table.  Plain  sterile  water  is 
used,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  and  the  same 
rule  is  observed  as  in  any  other  lavage  :  to  wash 
until  the  returns  are  clean,  sometimes  as  much 
as  three  pints  being  used.  The  amount  of  water 
put  into  the  stomach  at  a  time  depends  entirely 
upon  the  age  of  the  child,  and  when  we  rememiber 
that  the  stomach  capacity,  in  ounces,  is  the 
number  of  months  the  child  is  old,  plus  two,  it 
is  easy  to  know  how  much  to  use.  The  funnel 
is  lowered  before  it  is  quite  empty  and  the 
siphonage  is  easy.  If  the  flow  stops,  before  the 
water  has  all  returned,  change  the  position  of 
the  tube  a  little.  We  do  not  measure  the 
returns  because  we  know  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  water  passes  through  the  pylorus,  and  then, 
too,  the  occasion  where  lavage  is  employed  is 
usually  where  there  is  persistent  vomiting,  and 
a  good  deal  of  the  water  is  ejected  during  the 
procedure. 

The  use  of  the  tube  for  any  purpose  is  not  a 
pleasant  one  for  the  baby,  and  he  enters  his 
protest  in  no  uncertain  terms  until  the  nurse 
may  feel  it  to  be  a  most  difficult  task.  But  the 
baby  is  philosophical,  and  after  a  few  sittings 
he  takes  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  swallows  the 
tube  like  a  gentleman,  perhaps  even  without 
restraint,  chews  it  and  coos  and  smiles  the  while 
it  is  down,  and  the  nurse  feels  it  is  not  so  difficult 
after  all. — American  Journal  of  Nursing. 


Empire  alive.       It    was    an    insult  we  are  never 
likely  to  forget,  or  forgive. 


LUCRATIVE     SCOOPS. 

The  Baby  Welfare  Competition  announced  by 
the  Daily  Sketch  has  met  with  some  expert 
criticism  in  the  Morning  Post  and  other  papers, 
and  we  are  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  views 
of  Mrs.  Graham  Wallas  on  "  Baby  Shows  "  and 
"  Pram  Parades "  run  by  enterprising  news- 
papers for  advertisement  purposes,  and  we  have 
previously  expressed  the  opinion  that  to  parti- 
cipate in  such  methods  is  not  calculated  to  increase 
.the  prestige  of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council. 
If  nothing  is  to  be  sacred  to  the  Press  in  its  keen 
competition  for  lucrative  "  scoops,"  it  will  lose 
the  little  confidence  of  the  public  it  still  retains. 
The  Nursing  Profession  has  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  indignation  aroused  by  utilising  the 
name  of  the  "  Nation's  Nurses  "  as  an  excuse  for 
the  now  notorious  "  Victory  Ball  "'  for  the  heartless 
recreation  of  criminal  "  dopers  "  and  their  con- 
genial companions,  when  we  were — as  we  are 
still — tending  sick  and  wounded  men,  shattered, 
broken,  blindand  mad  in  saving  the  soulJ[of  the 


THE     EFFECT    OF     MATERNAL 
INTEMPERANCE. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Sullivan,  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Bampton  State  Asylum  for  Criminal  Lunatics 
in  his  evidence  before  the  National  Birth-rate 
Commission  on  Monday,  said  (to  quote  the  Times 
report)  that  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  maternal 
intemperance  during  pregnancy  and  lactation,  it 
was  not  disputed  that  alcohol  could  pass  through 
the  placenta,  and  that  excessive  drinking  by  a 
pregnant  woman  might  lead  to  abortion  or  still 
birth,  or  to  conditions  of  defective  vitality  in  the 
child.  The  excretion  of  alcohol  in  the  milk 
appeared  to  occur  only  when  very  excessive 
quantities  of  alcohol  had  been  consumed  by  the 
nursing  mother,  and  even  then  the  amount 
excreted  was  probably  too  small  to  be  of  much 
account. 

Before  the  war  one  of  the  most  striking  and 
characteristic  features  of  the  statistics  of  deaths  of 
infants  from  suffocation  was  the  fact  that  a  very 
disproportionate  number  of  these  occurred  on 
Saturday  nights,  when  drunkenness  was  also 
notoriously  more  frequent.  Now  the  convictions 
of  women  for  drunkenness  in  1918  showed  a  fall  of 
no  less  than  80  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the 
standard  of  19 13.  And  coincident  with  this 
decline  of  drunkenness  deaths  of  infants  from 
suffocation  fell  from  1,266  in  1913  to  557  in  1918, 
a  decrease  of  over  56  per  cent.,  and  the  excessive 
incidence  of  such  deaths  on  Saturday  nights, 
which  was  prominent  in  191 3,  has  practically 
disappeared  in  191 8. 

It  was  probably  safe  to  assert  that  at  the  present 
moment  more  could  be  done  to  combat  degeneracy^ 
especially  as  manifested  in  feeble-mindedness  and 
in  certain  types  of  insanity,  by  the  prevention  of 
alcoholism  than  by  any  other  means. 

NESTLE'S     MILK. 

Nestle' s  Milk  may  not  only  be  used  with  advan- 
tage as  a  substitute  for  Mother's  Milk  when  this  is 
unattainable,  but  it  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of 
purposes,  as  is  being  demonstrated  at  the  Nursing 
and  Midwifery  Exhibition  now  being  held  at  St. 
Andrew's  Hall,  Newman  Street,  W.,  where  a  book 
of  recipes  for  Dainty  Dishes  prepared  with  Nestl6's 
Milk  is  being  given  away. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  August  last  we 
described  thejprocess  by  which  Nestle' s  Milk  is 
prepared,  after  having  paid  a  visit  to  the  Ayles- 
bury Condensery  of  the  Nestle  and  Anglo-Swiss 
Condensed  Milk  Company  whose  headquarters  are 
at  St.  George's  House,  6  and  8  Eastcheap,  London, 
E.C.  The  process  by  which  the  milk  is  first  raised 
to  boiling  point  in  copper  pans  from  which  the  air 
is  exhausted,  by  which  method  the  vitamines  are 
not  destroyed,  but  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
water  in  the  milk  is  converted  into  steam,  and 
removed  as  such,  is  extremely  interesting.  The 
only  addition  is  pure  sugar,  and  in  the  "  Ideal  " 
brand  this  is  omitted.  ^ 
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THE    NATIONS    HOMAGE. 

His  Majesty  the  King  in  his  Message  to  the 
Dominions  troops  who  took  part  in  the  trium- 
phal march  through  London,  on  Saturday  last, 
interpreted  the  mind  of  the  nation,  and 
expressed  what  every  spectator  of  that  historic 
Pageant  would  wish  to  convey  to  the  splendid 
men  to  whom  London  paid  homage,  as,  on  foot 
and  on  horse,  bearing  their  honours  modestly, 
fearless  and  erect,  they  passed  along  to  salute 
their  King  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

The  Message,  dated  from  Buckingham 
Palace  and  bearing  thie  Royal  Arms,  will  be 
treasured,  in  days  to  come,  in  the  furthest 
outposts  of  Empire  by  the  children  and  chil- 
dren's children  of  the  heroes  of  the  Great  War. 
The  King  s  Message. 

"  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and 
Men  of  the  Over-seas  Forces, — It  is  with  a 
heart  full  of  pride  and'  gratitude  that  I  take 
your  salute  to-day  as  you  march  in  triumph 
through  London.  The  peoples  of  the  British 
Dominions  beyond  the  seas,  by  their  instant 
readiness  to  share  in  the  trials  and  responsi- 
bilities of  the  Great  War,  have  shown  to  the 
world  the  unity  of  the  British  Empire. 

"  Vou,  with  your  comrades  from  the  Mother 
Country,  vied  with  one  another  in  noble  deeds, 
which  will  ever  be  held  in  proud  remembrance. 
Readily  you  adapted  yourselves  to  the 
changing  conditions  of  a  new  and  formid'- 
able  kind  of  warfare,  and  endured  physical 
hardships  and  exacting  mental  strain. 
Whether  on  the  plains  of  Flanders  or  the 
heights  of  Gallipoli,  in  France,  in  Palestine,  or 
other  theatres  of  war,  you  displayed  gallant 
endurance  in  defence  and  vigorous  initiative 
in  attack. 

"We  and  future  generations  will  never 
forget  the  part  played  by  the  Canadians  in  the 
second  battle  of  Ypres  and  on  the  Vimy  Ridge  ; 
by  the  Australians  and  New  Zealanders  at 
Gallipoli  and  in  the  advance  in  France  in  the 
spring  of  191 7;  by .  the  troops  of  all  three 
Dominions    in    the    breaking    of    the    Hinden- 


burg  line  last  year ;  by  the  South  African 
Bfigade  in  Delville  Wood,  and  by  the  Royal 
Newfoundland  Regiment  at  Monchy  le  Preux. 

"  Now  in  the  day  of  victory  I  wish  to  express 
to  you,  who  represent  the  Over-sea  Forces,  my 
unbounded  admiration  for  the  splendid  feats 
of  arms  and  for  sacrifices  made.  I  wish  you 
all  God-speed  on  your  homeward  journey,  with 
a  hope  that  the  outcome  of  this  world  struggle 
may  assure  peace  to  your  children  and  to  your 
children's  children." 

It  was  a  glorious  sight  as  the  Canadian 
Cavalry  Brigade,  headed  by  Lieut. -General  Sir 
Arthur  W.  Currie,  G.C.M.G.,  commanding 
the  Canadian  Corps,  and  accompanied  by  his 
staff,  led  the  way  mounted  on  a  splendid 
charger — a  supreme  moment  in  the  life  of  a 
man.  The  flags  for  which  the  Dominions' 
troops  had  fought  and  died  decorated  the 
streets,  overhead  airships  and  aeroplanes  acted 
as  a  guard  of  honour,  the  military  bands  played 
inspiring  music,  instinct  with  the  note  of 
victory,  and  from  the  pavements  the  crowds 
roared  their  greeting  and  homage,  as  the  men 
swung  by,  their  regimental  colours  carried 
proudly  aloft  above  the  flashing  bayonets,  and 
with  guns  two  abreast. 

Following  the  Canadians  came  the  repre- 
sentatives of  seven  Australian  divisions,  led  by 
Lieut. -General  Sir  H.  C.  Chauvel,  K.C.B., 
superb  horsemen,  who  won  their  laurels  in 
Gallipoli,  Flanders,  and  Egypt.  A  battalion 
of  New  Zealanders  w^ere  led  by  Brigadier- 
General  R.  Young,  and  the  South  African  con- 
tingent by  Lieut. -Colonel  Thackeray,  C.M.G. 
The  Newfoundland  Regiment  lost  none  of  the 
warmth  of  their  greeting  from  the  fact  that 
they  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  long  proces- 
sion. No  one  could  see  the  magnificent 
Pageant  of  Victory  unmoved,  remembering 
that  but  for  these  heroes,  and  others  whom 
they  represented,  the  fair  counties  of  the 
British  Isles  would  have  been  laid  waste  as  are 
Provinces  of  France  and  Belgium. 

Well  might  London  pay  homage  to  the 
heroes  of  the  Empire,  and  greet  them  with 
all  honour. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT    IS    RABIB5  ?     DESCRIBE    THE    NURSING 
TREATMENT. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize 
this  week  to  Miss  Winifred  M.  Appleton, 
University  College  Hospital,  W.C. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Rabies  is  an  acute,  and  often  fatal  disease 
affecting    the    lower    animals    particularly    the 

The  specific  virus  is  transmitted  to  man  by 
the  bite  of  rabid  animals  and  the  disease  he 
develops  is  then  usually  known  as  hydrophobia 
(derived  from  Greek  words  meaning  fear  of 
water).  A  characteristic  symptom  is  a  dread 
of  water,  the  patient,  even  though  very  thirsty, 
fears  to  drink;  and  an  attempt  to  swallow  or 
even  the  sound  of  running  water  is  sufficient 
to  produce  a  spasm. 

The  virus  is  in  the  saliva,  which  may  be  in- 
fective for  a  few  days  before  development  of 
the  disease. 

Every  person  bitten  by  rabid  animals  does 
not  contract  the  disease,  but  every  precaution 
should  be  taken.  Wounds  on  uncovered  parts 
are  more  dangerous  than  those  made  through 
the  clothing. 

The  incubation  period  varies  but  averages 
usually  from  six  weeks  to  two  months ;  though 
bites  on  the  head  and  face  generally  quickly 
lead  to  especially  acute  symptoms.  The  best 
preventible  measures  are  attained  by  strict 
muzzling  regulations,  and  tho  slaughter  of 
animals  bitten  by  or  in  contact  with  the  rabid 
animal ;  which  animal  should  be  killed  and  the 
brain  examined  for  the  virus  and  at  the  same 
time  a  rabbit  is  usually  inoculated  intra- 
cerebrally  from  the  medulla ;  the  latter  is  for 
the  preparation  of  emulsion  for  injecting  the 
patient. 

As  a  rule  the  wound  soon  heals,  with  nothing 
noticeable  about  the  scar  until  after  about  six 
or  eight  weeks,  and  scar  becomes  painful  and 
irritated,  and  the  patient  shows  manifestations 
of  nervous  disturbances. 

Symptoms. — Irritations  round  the  scar ; 
digestive  troubles,  sleeplessness,  irritability, 
mental  depression,  and  a  sensation  of  choking 
round  the  throat. 

Later  as  the  disease  is  fully  developed  there 
are  intense  muscular  spasms  especially  involv- 
ing the  respiratory  muscles  and  those  of  de- 
glutition, which  somewhat  resemble  those  of 
tetanus  ;  there  may  also  be  opisthotonos  (arch- 
ing of  the  back). 


During  an  attack  the  face  is  usually  flushed 
and  livid  and  contorted,  or  may  have  a  terri- 
fied aspect. 

There  is  excessive  flow  of  saliva  which  col- 
lects with  thick  mucus  in  the  mouth ;  the 
patient  makes  noisy  and  difficult  attempts  to 
eject  this  secretion.  Raving,  delirium,  delu- 
sions and  hallucinations  may  supervene. 

There  is  some  fever ;  the  temperature  ranges 
from  100°  to  103°  F. 

A  paralytic  stage  may  develop  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  days ;  usually  after  the  develop- 
ment of  characteristic  symptoms  the  patient 
dies  from  exhaustion  in  from  two  to  ten  days. 

Treatment. — If  possible  the  bitten  part 
should  be  put  under  a  running  tap  of  warm 
water  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  wound  should  be  cauterised  with  the 
cautery  or  silver  nitrate,  or  pure  carbolic  acid 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  wound  is  sometimes 
sucked  and  if  practicable  the  part  above 
ligatured.  As  soon  as  it  is  definitely  known 
the  bite  is  that  of  a  rabid  animal  Pasteur's 
treatment  of  injection  should  be  begun  as 
should  this  treatment  be  started  within  a 
week  of  the  bite  it  is  almost  certain  to  prevent 
rabies  developing. 

When  the  disease  is  developed  the  treatment 
is  merely  palliative.  Morphia  and  chloroform 
given  for  the  spasms,  and  cocaine  for  lessening 
the  sensitiveness  of  the  throat. 

Nursing  treatment  is  important,  and  thought- 
ful care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  anything  that 
provokes  the  spasms. 

Isolate  patient  and  keep  absolutely  quiet  in 
a  darkened  room. 

Avoid  noise,  sudden  movement  or  light. 

Never  leave  patient  alone ;  all  ministrations 
for  his  welfare  must  be  done  quickly  and 
quietly. 

Rectal  saline  infusion  is  good  to  assist  in 
the  elimination  of  the  poison.  Enemas  should 
be  given  if  necessary.  It  is  impyortant  to 
maintain  the  patient's  strength  with  a  light 
and  nutritious  diet,  using  care  and  tact  over 
the  giving  of  feeds. 

If  necessary  nasal  feeds  may  have  to  be 
given  under  an  anaesthetic. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  E.  Shank,  Miss  Nellie 
Wood,  Miss  Annie  Major,  Mrs.  Farthing,  Miss 
P.  Thomson. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

State  what  you  know  about  Parasitic  Worms 
of  the  Intestines.     How  are  they  treated? 
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INVENTIONS    I    HAVE    SEEN    DURING 
THE    WAR. 


By  Miss  Margaret  Stuart-Nairne,  F.F.N.C. 

One  of  my  joyous  memories  of  long-  ago 
concerns  an  old  drill-instructor.  He  paraded 
his  little  band  of  flappers  with  the  rig-our  that 
he  had  brought  to  the  drilling  of  real  soldiers, 
and  one's  awe  of  him  was  mingled  with  much 
pride.  But  the  fascinating  thing-  about  him 
was  that  his  head  waggled.  Without  ceasing  it 
wiggle-waggled,  wiggle-waggled,  and  the  tra- 
dition was  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation  that  he  was  a  Crimean  veteran, 
and  that  a  bullet,  imbedded  in  some  unassail- 
able spot,  was  the  cause  of  the  perpetuum 
mobile.  I  remember  well  the  painful  effort 
necessary  sometimes  to  keep  one's  mind  fixed 
on  the  words  of  command,  when  it  was  really 
intent  on  the  mystery  of  the  historic  bullet,  and 
its  exact  whereabouts  ! 

Little  did  I  think  how,  in  after  years,  the 
figure  of  the  old  sergeant  would  take  shape 
out  of  the  mists  of  the  past,  and  how,  day  after 
-day,  week  after  week,  month  after  month,  I 
was  to  watch  the  solving  of  such  mysteries 
and  the  tracking  down  of  such  elusive  pro- 
jectiles by  means  that  would  have  seemed  like 
m  igic  then. 

The  Electric  Vibrator. — The  first  invention 
that  I  saw  in  the  early  months  of  the  war  for 
the  finding  of  projectiles,  was  the  electric  vibra- 
tor (Electro-Vibreur)  of  Professor  Bergonie,  of 
Bordeaux.  This  was  a  large,  cylindrical- 
shaped,  electric  magnet,  which  could  be  sus- 
pended either  from  a  support  running  across  the 
operating-theatre,  or  from  a  gallows-like  erec- 
tion fixed  to  the  wall  by  hinges,  so  that  it  could 
be  slung  out  over  the  operating-table  when  re- 
quired. Except  in  cases  where  the  projectile 
was  known  to  be  very  near  the  surface,  the 
approximate  position  was  determined  by  means 
of  the  X-rays,  and  marked.  The  patient 
having  been  prepared  for  operation,  the 
magnet,  draped  in  a  sterile  towel,  was  brought 
over  the  table  and  lowered,  enough  space 
being  left  to  permit  the  surgeon  to  lay  his  fin- 
gers on  the  patients'  skin  underneath.  The 
current  was  then  switched  on,  and  if  the  pro- 
jectile was  not  very  deeply  imbedded  a  distinct 
vibration  could  be  felt  over  the  spot  where  it 
lay.  In  cases  where  the  foreign  body  was 
known  to  be  deeply-seated  an  incision  was 
first  made  by  the  surgeon,  the  vibrator  being 
applied  from  time  to  time,  until  the  object  was 
found.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  vibrator, 
although   it  is   a   magnet,   is   not  intended   to 


extract  projectiles  but  to  aid   the  surgeon  in 
locating  them,  by  causing  them  to  vibrate. 

A  great  deal  of  time  was  saved  by  the  use 
of  this  invention,  which  had  excellent  results. 
It  had  one  drawback,  which  was  that  it  was 
necessary  to  remove  all  clips  and  retractors, 
when  the  current  was  turned  on.  A  rather 
amusing  and  somewhat  startling  effect  was 
sometimes  produced  when,  in  the  excitement 
of  the  hunt,  this  precaution  was  forgotten, 
and  the  said  instruments  stood  up  on  end  with 
a  loud  clatter  in  an  attempt  to  reach  the 
magnet  !  This  drawback,  however,  was 
eliminated  by  some  surgeons,  who  provided 
themselves  with  retractors  and  clips  made  of 
copper. 

Hirtz's  Compass. — This  was  a  most  in- 
genious device,  which  applied  geometrical 
calculations  to  the  findings  of  the  X-rays. 
When  the  radiographing  was  properly  done 
and  the  compass  carefully  adjusted  it  was  in- 
fallible. It  consisted  of  a  small,  adjustable, 
steel  framework  with  supports,  and  a  central 
indicator,  the  supp>orts  and  indicator  being  of 
the  circumference  of  a  slate-pencil,  and  intro- 
duced through  holes  in  the  framework,  where 
they  were  held  in  position  by  screws.  When 
the  supports  were  placed  carefully  on  positions 
determined  and  marked  on  the  patient's  skin 
during  the  X-raying,  the  central  indicator 
pointed  to  the  exact  spot  in  which  the  projectile 
was  imbedded.  The  depth  of  the  foreign  body 
below  the  surface  was  indicated  by  the  height  • 
at  which  the  indicator  stood  above  the  surface. 
This  method  was  particularly  successful  in 
thoracic  and  abdominal  operations,  but  great 
care  had  to  be  taken  that  the  position  of  the 
patient  on  the  operating  table  was  exactly  the 
same  as  during  the  X-raying.  The  slightest 
deviation  upset  the  mathematical  calculations, 
and  defeated  the  object  of  the  compass. 

Fabaume's  Apparatus. — ^This  invention  was 
slightly  reminiscent  of  the  old-fashioned  pro- 
jectile-finder, in  which  two  long  thin  prongs, 
connected  with  a  battery,  were  used  for  the 
probing  of  wounds,  causing  a  little  electric- 
bell  to  ring  when  the  foreigTi  body  was  en- 
countered !  When  using  Labaume's  invention, 
the  surgeon  adjusted  on  his  head  an  apparatus 
similar  to  that  used  for  listening  to  the  phono- 
graph ;  he  introduced,  also,  into  a  finger  of  his 
glove,  a  small  metal  plaque,  connected  by  wires 
to  a  battery.  An  incision  having  been  made 
in  the  direction  in  which  the  projectile  was 
believed  to  lie,  the  current  was  turned  on,  and 
by  means  of  an  ingenious  mechanism,  a  hum- 
ming noise  was  heard  as  the  foreign-body  was 
neared,  the  noise  increasing  in  volume  as  the 
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distance  was  lessened  between  the  plaque  of 
metal  in  the  surgeon's  glove  and  the  object  of 
the  search. 

The  Red  Light. — This  consisted  of  a  frame, 
suspended  a'bove  the  operating-table,  contain- 
ing a  row  of  electric  lights,  closed  in  by  a  pane 
of  red  glass.  It  was  brought  into  use  when 
operations  were  performed  with  the  patient 
lying  on  the  radiological  table.  The  area 
having  been  prepared  for  operation,  the  pro- 
jectile was  located  by  the  usual  radioscopic 
means,  and  the  spot  marked  by  the  surgeon 
with  a  pair  of  curved  forceps,  held  in  position 
until  the  current  was  arrested,  and  the  "  Red 
Light"  switched  on.  The  operation  then  pro- 
ceeded. If  difficulty  was  experienced  in  find- 
ing the  foreign  body,  the  red  light  could  be 
turned  off  and  the  X-rays  resorted  to  again. 
This  manoeuvre  could  be  repeated  as  often  as 
the  surgeon  found  necessary,  until  the  projec- 
tile was  extracted. 

By  this  means  the  surgeon  could  make  use 
of  the  X-rays  at  any  time  during  the  operation, 
the  red  light  enabling  him  to  see  what  he  was 
doing,  in  a  way  that  would  have  been  totally 
Impossible  had  alternative  transitions  been 
made  from  darkness  to  daylight,  and  vice- 
versa.  Very  weird  and  inferno-like  was  the 
effect  of  the  red  glow  on  the  white-clad  figures, 
busy  at  their  gruesome-looking  task — a  little 
fiery  oasis  in  the  midst  of  uttermost  darkness  ! 

The  Rdchon  Bonnet. — This  was  another  in- 
vention to  enable  the  surgeon  to  have  the 
assistance  of  radioscopy  during  the  operation, 
but  without  the  necessity  for  being  plunged 
into  darkness  from  time  to  time.  In  this  case 
the  surgeon  himself  did  not  see  the  foreign 
body,  which  was  located  by  the  radiologist, 
wearing  a  specially-adapted  headpiece — the 
R6chon  Bonnet.  This  "bonnet,"  fitting 
closely  to  the  head,  and  fixed  by  rubber 
bands,  contained  the  screen.  The  patient 
was  placed  on  the  radiological  table,  and,  the 
operation  area  having  been  prepared,  and 
covered  by  a  sterile  towel,  the  radiologist, 
wearing  the  headpiece,  took  up  his  position 
opposite  the  surgeon.  He  held  in  one  hand  a 
sterilised  instrument  with  a  sharp  point,  and 
had  beside  him,  within  reach  of  his  other  hand, 
the  lever  controlling  the  position  of  the 
ampoule  under  the  table.  When  the  current 
was  turned  on  he  located  the  projectile  and, 
piercing  the  sterile  towel  with  his  instrument, 
marked  the  spot  at  which  the  surgeon  was  to 
make  the  incision.  The  current  was  then 
switched  off  and  the  operation  proceeded. 

As  with  the  red  light,  a  repetition  of  the 
radioscopy  could  be  demanded  by  the  surgeon 


at  any  stage  of  the  operation,  but  when  this 
was  done  after  the  incision  had  been  made, 
the  procedure  was  slightly  different.  The 
"  bonnet  "  was  draped  with  a  sterile  towel,  the 
wound  being  left  exposed,  or  sometimes,  a 
towel  was  placed  on  the  patient,  and  the  two 
ends  at  the  surgeon's  side  held  up  in  such  a 
way  that  the  wound  was  screened  off  on  the 
radiologist's  side,  but  apparent  to  the  surgeon. 
The  current  was  then  turned  on,  and,  in  a 
moment,  the  radiologist  was  heard  to  say  :  "  I 
see  it !"  The  surgeon  then  introduced  a  long 
protoe,  or  forceps,  into  the  wound,  and  moved 
It  according  to  the  indications  of  the  radio- 
logist— "  in  front — behind — to  the  right — 
left,"  and  finally,  "it  Is  there  !  "  The  current 
was  then  cut  off,  and  the  surgeon,  noting  the 
direction  in  which  his  instrument  pointed,  con- 
tinued the  search. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  screen  In  the  bonnet 
was  tilted  at  a  considerable  angle,  in  order  that 
the  rays  striking  it  might  not  reach  the  face  of 
the  radiologist. 

Another  invention  of  the  same  kind,  differing 
in  details.  Is  the  "  Eclipse  Bonnet,"  Invent^ 
by  Doctor  Dessane. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  FRENCH  RED  CROSS. 


The  gratitude  of  the  French  people  for  the 
work  in  France  of  the  British  Committee  of 
the  French  Red  Cross  has  found  wide  expres- 
sion In  French  papers  since  the  removal  of  the 
censorship. 

The  work  done  by  Englishwomen  at  Troyes 
is  warmly  praised  in  La  Tribune  de  VAube, 
which  voices  the  gratitude  of  the  French 
soldiers  for  the  manner  in  which  "  these 
wonderful  women  "  helped  to  lighten  the 
weight  of  wretchedness  for  the  wounded,  the 
refugees,  and  the  men  in  the  rest  camps. 

At  Troyes  the  British  Committee  of  the 
French  Red  Cross  had  six  canteens,  some  of 
which  were  actually  restaurants,  remaining 
open  from  4  a.m.  till  midnight,  during  which 
time  meals  were  served  incessantly. 

On  some  days  3,000  to  6,000  men  passed 
through  them.  Halls  moreover  were  attached 
where  men  could  find  writing  materials,  read 
the  paper,  or  play  cards,  and  often  a  packet  of 
cigarettes  found  its  way  into^  the  pocket  of  a 
guest. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  that  It  Is  only  right 
that  those  who  were  responsible  for  this  good 
work  should  receive  recognition,  and,  from  the 
men,  undying  gratitude. 
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HONOURS  FOR  NURSES. 


On  Saturday  morning  last,  the  King  held  an 
Investiture  at  Buckingham  Palace,  when  the 
following  ladies  had  the  honour  of  being  received 
by  His  Majesty,  who  conferred  upon  them  the 
following  decorations  : — 

ROYAL  RED  CROSS  (SECOND  CLASS). 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Marie 
Fielding,  Sister  lima  Lovell,  and  Sister  Eva 
MacDonald.     (See  picture  on  page  314). 

The  recipients  were  afterwards  received  by 
Queen  Alexandra  at  Marlborough  House. 

NURSING    ECHOES. 

At  the  important  conference  between  the 
Medical  Parliamentary  Committee  and  other 
organizations  held  at  the  Central  Hall,  West- 
minster, on  May  and,  a  few  nurses'  societies 
were  invited  to  send  representatives.  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  and  Lieut. -Colonel  Goodall 
attended  for  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Reg-istration  of  Nurses. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  permanent  Medical  Par- 
liamentary Committee  be  formed  to  focus  the 
trend  of  opinion  on  health  questions. 

The  constitution  of  the  Committee,  which 
was  agreed,  included  two  representatives  of 
the  Nursing  Profession,  and  a  representative  of 
Midwives. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  expressed  gratification  at  the 
inclusion,  for  the  first  time,  of  Nursing  repre- 
sentatives on  a  Medical  Committee,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  they  would  be  able  to 
provide  very  useful  information  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community. 


Yet  another  hospital  has  raised  the  pay  of 
its  nursing  staff,  and  Lord  Greville,  presiding 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  St.  George's 
Hospital,  Hyde  Park,  W.,  announced  the 
changes  as  follows  : — Assistant  Matron,  from 
;^6o-;^8o  to  ;^ioo-;^i2o  by  increase  of  ;^5  a 
year;  Sister  Housekeeper  and  Nurses'  Home 
Sister,  from  ;i(i6o-;£7o  to  ;£7o-;£ioo  by  increase 
of  ;^5ayear;  Night  Superintendent,  from;^5o- 
jQ6o  to  £7o-£go  by  increase  of  ;^5  a  year; 
Sister  of  the  Out-Patient  Department,  advance 
to  ;^75-;^ioo;  Sister  Tutor  (a  new  appoint- 
ment), £7o-£go;  Sister  of  the  Electro-Thera- 
peutic Department,  ;^ioo-_;^i5o;  Ward  Sisters^ 
;^35-;^50  to  ;^50-;^8o;  Staff  Nurses,  from 
;^26  to  ;^35  for  their  ope  year ;'  Probationers, 
third  year  £2^,  second  year  ;^20,  first  year 
;^i5,  with  uniform  (reckoned  at  £:^  or  £^  a 
year)  and  laundry.  The  former  first  year  pay 
was  ;^io  without  uniform. 


The  immediate  cost  of  the  changes  albove  set 
out  will  be  ;^7i5  a  year,  and  this  will  increase 
to  an  ultimate  total  of  ;^i,47o  a  year.  The 
Committee  feel  fully  justified  by  the  nature  of 
the  work  done  by  the  nurses  in  incurring  this 
liability,  and  they  hope  their  action  will  be 
supported  by  the  increased  help  of  the  general 
public. 

We  hope  so,  too. 


Arrangements  have  also  been  made  to  reduce 
the  working  hours  of  the  nursing  staff,  and  it 
is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  be  able  to  obtain 
an  additional  number  of  nurses,  so  that  the 
hours  on  duty  may  be  still  further  reduced. 


A  scheme  is  under  consideration  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Liverpool,  for  increasing  the  off- 
duty  time  of  the  nursing  staff.  Hitherto  the 
Sisters'  hours  have  been  fifty.  Staff  Nurses 
sixty-three,  and  probationers  sixty-four  a 
week.  These  hours  compare  well  with  many 
other  institutions.  All  grades  are  to  be 
allowed  an  11  p.m.  weekly  pass  if  they  wish. 
The  extra  "  days  off  "  will  start  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  probationers  required  can  be  secured. 


The  hours  of  duty  of  the  nurses  at  the  Royal 
Portsmouth  and  Gosport  Hospital  are  to  be 
reduced  from  65  to  55  per  week.  It  was  stated 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Management  Committee 
that  unless  this  was  agreed  to  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain  the  nursing  staff. 


Miss  Davy,  who  has  returned  to  Uxbridge 
after  four  and  a  half  years'  service  as  a  nursing 
sister,  has  been  on  all  fronts,  and  was  the  first 
nursing  sister  to  enter  Jerusalem  with  the 
British  troops  when  they  captured  the  city. 


Miss  Alice  Simpkin  (formerly  Sister  Hope 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  now  a 
member  of  the  Universities  Mission  to  Central 
Africa,  at  Kota  Kota,  Nyasaland),  writes  : — 
"  We  do  badly  want  more  nurses — just  now  I 
am  wrestling  with  some  260  to  300  out-patients 
every  day,  about  18  in-patients,  and,  at  the 
present  writing,  some  15  influenza  cases  near 
by.  I  have  three  boys  to  help  me.  Now  that 
the  war  is  over  I  think  some  will  find  they  have 
vocations  for  mission  work,  at  least  I  hope  so. 

"  How  are  things  going  at  home,  and  what 
hope  for  State  Registration?  Do  you  know 
anyone  who  would  send  us  the  Journal  after 
they  have  finished  with  it?     One  gets  so  rusty. 

"  I  have  been  able  to  inoculate  a  good 
many  of  the  Africans  against  influenza  and 
pneumonia,  which  I  think  is  rather  wonderful, 
here  in  the  wilds  of  Central  Africa." 
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Bishop  Cathrew  Fisher,  writing  in  the 
Nyasaland  Diocesan  Chronicle  on  "  The  Needs 
of  the  Diocese  "  says  in  regard  to  nurses  : — "  I 
need  say  little  about  nurses.  We  have  been 
and  are  extremely  fortunate,  and  our  standard 
is  very  high.  I  have  been  immensely  im- 
pressed with  how  high  it  is  during  the  last 
four  years,  and  if  we  can  only  get  as  good 
nurses  in  the  future  as  we  have  had  in  the  past 
and  have  at  pre- 
sent, we  have 
nothing  left  to 
wish  for.  In 
every  respect 

we  owe  much, 
and  I  hope  we 
shall  long  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  to 
the  Guild  of  St. 
Barnabas.  We 
need  second 
nurses  at 

Likoma  and  at 
Kota  Kota ;  the 
first  will  be  in- 
dispen  sable 
when  we  get 
back  to  our 
normal  condi- 
tions, the  second 
is  a  very  urgent 
need  due  to  an 
immense  i  n  - 

crease  in  num- 
bers there  the 
last  six  or  seven 
years.  I  cannot 
speak  too 

strongly  as  to 
the  value  of  our 
Medical  work ; 
next  to  the 
actual  adminis- 
tration of  the 
Sacraments  it  is 
the  most  sacred 
and  the  most 
"  missionary  " 
thing  we  do,  for  it  is  itself  a  direct  preaching 
of  the  Grospel  in  a  most  practical  form,  often 
the  only  form  that  is  open  to  us,  and  it  is  a  very 
close  following  of  our  Lord's  ministerial  work. 
It  is  being  done  quite  splendidly,  and  we  only 
need  more  workers  to  carry  it  on.  Its  quality 
needs  no  improvement.  Its  quantity  can 
increase  with  the  greatest  usefulness  almost 
indefinitely. 

"  Nursing    here    involves    one   kind    of    real 


sacrifice  (of  course  it  involves  many,  as  all 
nursing  does)  but  there  is  one  peculiar  to  our 
work  which  should  perhaps  be  mentioned. 
Much  of  the  work  is  and  must  be  elementary. 
Now  and  then  a  nurse  has  the  joy  of  mending 
a  torn  body  saved  from  a  lion  or  a  crocodile, 
or  knowing  that,  humanly  speaking,  she  has 
saved  a  life  :  but  often  enough  she  will  go  on 
binding  up   sores   and   curing  minor  ailments 

for  months  in 
succession,  and 
it  is  in  these 
smaller  things, 
perhaps,  even 
more  than  in  the 
greater,  that  she 
wins  her  people 
and  leads  them 
on  to  the  greater 
love." 


THE     KING     DECORATINQ    SKSTER     EVA    MACDONALD, 
Australian  Army  Nursing  Service,  with  the  R.R.C. 


p.m.       The    War   Office 
arrangements.  


The  arrange- 
ments for  the  re-, 
interment  of 
Edith  Cavell  in 
this  country  are 
now  complete. 
They  are: — 
May  14th,  arri- 
val of  body  at 
Dover;  May 
15th,  leaves 
Dover  Harbour 
and  arrives  at 
Vjcto.ria,  11 
a.m.  ;  service  at 
Westminster 
Abbey,  ii-45 
a.m. ;  leaves 
Westminster 
for  Liverpool 
Street,  12.45 
p.m.  ;  arrives  at 
Norwich  at 
4.50;  service 
and  interment 
at  Norwich 
Cathedral,  5.30 
in   charge   of    the 


Miss  Ethel  Hey,  a  V.A.D.,  on  Monday  last 
sued  Mr.  Richard  A.  Fawcett,  a  wool  mer- 
chant, of  Bradford,  for  breach  of  promise  at 
IwCeds  Assizes,'  and  obtained  ;£6oo  damages. 
The  plaintiff  attended  Mr.  Fawcett  when  in 
hospital  at  Leeds.  He  proposed  marriage  to 
her  and  spent  over  ;£ioo  on  her  education.  In 
January  last,  however,  he  married  another  lady. 
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STATE   REGISTRATION    UP  TO    DATE. 


COLLEGE  COUNCIL  DIRECTS  ITS  MEMBERS 

TO    WRECK    THE    CENTRAL    COMMITTEE'S 

BILL. 

The  Report  Stage. 
The  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  is  down  for 
Report  Stage  on  Friday,  May  9th.  As  there  are 
two  Bills  in  front  of  it  for  Second  Reading,  it 
may,  or  may  not,  be  reached.  Those  of  us  who 
have  given  years  of  work  and  every  penny  we 
can  spare  in  forwarding  this  Bill,  in  the  interests 
of  our  profession  and  for  safeguarding  the  com- 
munity, will,  no  doubt,  be  in  the  House  to  await 
the  decrees  of  Fate.  After  the  hearty  reception 
given  to  our  Bill  on  March  28th,  and  the  interest 
evinced  in  its  amendment  in  Standing  Committee, 
whilst  doing  everything  in  our  power  to  promote 
progress,  we  must  show  no  impatience  whilst 
it  is  being  guided  through  Parliament.  Steady 
consistent  work,  to  refute  the  scandalous  tactics 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  its  attempt 
to  wreck  the  Bill,  must  be  our  policy. 

College  Out  to  Wreck  Bill. 

The  College  of  Nursing  has  issued  a  letter  to 
its  Nurse  members  inviting  them  to  wreck  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  on  the  Report  Stage  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Words,  of  course,  fail 
to  express  the  indignant  contempt  of  genuine 
registrationists  for  this  latest  outrage  upon  the 
part  of  the  anti-registration  Party,  for  "  anti  " 
they  are  in  spirit  and  always  have  been.  A  Bill 
to  place  us  under  the  heel  of  lay  hospital  Com- 
mittees and  their  officials — Yes.  But  a  Bill 
for  providing  (as  the  Bill  before  Parliament 
does)  a  Statutory  Authority  free  from  Training 
School  control — No  !  a  thousand  times,  No  ! 
Helots  you  are,  and  helot?  you  shall  remain,  and 
we  will  now,  as  we  have  ever  done,  attempt  to 
smash  up  your  self-governing  societies,  and  oppose 
any  form  of  legislation  which  frees  you  from  the 
autocratic  control  of  your  employer  ! 

We  will  take  this  manifesto,  issued  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  from  its  official  address, 
paragraph  by  paragraph  : — 

THE  NURSES'  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

I.  College  Statement. — The  Council  of  the 
College  feels  compelled  to  appeal  to  every  Nurse 
to  do  her  part  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  Members 
of  Parliament  the  serious  crisis  which  has  arisen 
by  the  passing  through  Standing  Committee  E 
in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Bill  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  promoted  by  the 
Central  Committee,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  which 
is  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

Our  Comment. — As  we  have  reported,  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  attempted  in  Com- 
mittee E.  to  have — (i)  the  College  incorporated 
in  the  Bill — including  its  autocratic  Constitution 
— and  the  name  of  every  self-governing  Nurses' 
Society  removed  from  their  own  Bill  !  (2)  The 
College  attempted  to  have  its  own  Register 
incorporated   as   the   State   Register,    and,  by   a 


hasty  election  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
by  its  own  members,  to  disfranchise  some  60,000 
Nurses  who  have  not  handed  over  their  liberty 
of  conscience  to  the  College  Company.  (3)  The 
College  pleaded  in  forma  pauperis  that  a  self- 
supporting  registration  fee  should  be  prohibited — 
thus  leaving  professional  organisations  at  the 
mercy  of  charity.  All  these  dangerous  pro- 
positions were  negatived  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  approved  an  independent,  self- 
governing  Nursing  Council,  and  liberty  of  action 
for  every  "  registered  Nurse."  This  is  what  the 
College  describes  as  "  the  serious  crisis."  Serious, 
no  doubt,  for  the  pretensions  of  the  Nurses' 
employeis,  but  a  tiiumph  for  light  and  liberty. 

II.  College  Statement. — There  is  a  great 
danger  that  the  Bill,  as  it  now  stands  amended, 
may  pass  without  criticism  through  the  Commons 
because  the  ordinary  Member  of  Parliament 
knows  little  of  the  subject,  and  has  a  vague 
sentiment  that  in  giving  State  Registration  he 
is  doing  something  for  Nurses,  to  whom  he  feels 
the  Country  owes  much  and  has  given  little. 

Our  Comment. — We  are  not  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  College  Council  that  "  the  ordinary 
Member  of  Parliament  "  is  a  fool.  Listening  to 
the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Nurses' 
Bill,  and  the  consideration  to  details,  given  to 
it  by  Standing  Committee  E,  we  are  bound  to 
confess  we  know  few  Matrons  who  know  the 
registration  case— as  it  affects  both  the  Nuises 
and  the  public — or  could  discuss  it  so  effectively 
as  "  the  ordinary  Member  of  Parliament."  These 
"  ordinary  "  persons  may  not  know  how  to  make 
a  poultice,  or  how  to  kow-tow  to  hospital  official- 
dom, but  they  do  realise  the  human  rights  of 
Nurses  and  pa,tients,  and,  fortunately,  they 
brought  common  sense  rather  than  "  vague 
sentiment  "  to  bear  upon  the  case,  with  the 
result  that  they  refused  to  hand  over  the  control 
of  some  60,000  women  workers  and  the  sick 
pubhc  to  the  absolute  authority  of  a  few  hospital 
officials,  who  have  no  more  right  to  govern  them 
than  the  Lama  of  Thibet — if  such  a  potentate 
still  exists  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

III.  College  Statement. — What  the  College 
would  point  out  to  you  is  this  : — 

Firstly. — That  the  registered  Nurses  ought  to 
elect  a  clear  majority  (two- thirds)  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  that  they  should  be  free  to 
elect  anyone  they  please,  not  as  the  Bill  prescribes, 
so  many  Matrons  and  so  many  Nurses. 

Our  Comment. — In  the  Bill  as  it  left  Standing 
Committee  E,  the  Nurses  do  elect  "  a  clear 
majority."  It  provides  for  twenty-six  nuises  and 
16  doctors  and  persons.  Of  the  eighteen  direct 
representatives  of  the  women  Nurses,  on  the 
General  Council,  four  only  must  be  Matrons. 
Considering  that  the  Council  of  the  College2.of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  no  nurse  on  it  (other  ttan 
Matrons,  and  that  twenty-two  seats  are  filled  by 
Matrons),  this  claim  is  very  superficial.  Seats  are 
secured  to  the  medical  profession  and  the  laity — to 
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Nurses    and    Matrons.      But    we    have    not    the 
slightest  objections  to  the  latter  being  eliminated. 

IV.  College  Statement.  —  Secondly.  —  That 
under  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  the  initial  or 
Provisional  Nuising  Council,  on  which  there  is  not 
a  single  directly  elected  Nurse,  is  allowed  to  stay  in 
office  for  two  years,  and  during  this  time  to  make 
all  the  "  rules  "  for  the  training  and  education  of 
Probationers,  and  "  to  regulate,  supervise,  and 
restrict  within  due  limits  the  practice  of  registered 
Nurses."  Surely  it  is  enough  for  the  Provisional 
Council  to  make  rules  for  the  admission  of  existing 
Nurses  to  the  Register,  and  the  present  Nurses, 
when  on  the  Register,  should,  through  their  elected 
representatives,  have  something  to  say  as  to  the 
"  rules  "  under  which  they  are  expected  to  live  and 
practice  ;  moreover,  on  the  Provisional  Nursing 
Council,  the  Central  Committee  gives  itself, 
together  with  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, eleven  places,  and  the  College  four  places. 

Our  Comment. — Here  we  find  the  College  con- 
demning its  own  methods.  Nominated  by  the 
lay  chairman  of  the  College  Council,  the  Matrons 
accepted  the  "rules  "  printed  in  the  Ai tides  of 
Association  before  they  were  consulted.  They 
then  proceeded  to  draw  up  standards  for  registra- 
tion, and  administered  them  without  any  pretence 
of  consulting  the  Nurses  whatever.  Later,  they 
drafted  half  a  dozen  unworkable  and  tyrannical 
Bills,  again  without  consulting  the  Nurses.  These 
Bills  piovide  for  forming  the  electorate  for  the 
General  Nursing  Council  of  their  own  members, 
and  thus  depriving  every  Nurse  who  refuses  to 
be  governed  by  the  College,  of  her  vote  for  the 
Council.  The  Central  Committee's  Bill  as  it 
stands  is  so  far  elective  that  the  organised  Nurses' 
Societies  nominate  their  own  representatives,  and 
these  Societies  may  elect  these  nominees  if  they 
choose.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  I  Ad.,  or  any 
other  Society,  should  not  elect  nominees.  We 
hope  they  will  do  so.  As  to  the  Central  Com- 
mittee giving  itself  eleven  places,  that  is  a  false 
statement.  The  seven  Nurses'  Societies,  who  pro- 
moted registration  and  who  helped  to  draft  the 
Bill,  have  only  one  representative  each — just  the 
same  as  societies  which  have  done  nothing  to  pro- 
mote legislative  nursing  reform,  i.e.,  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute,  the  Asylum  Workers' 
Association,  &c.,  whilst  four  seats  have  been  given 
to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  placing  it  on  the 
same  standing  (which  it  little  deserves)  as  the 
Royal  Chartered  Corporation,  the  R.B.N.  A. 
The  animus  animating  the  College  towards  the 
Nurses'  self-governing  societies  is  one  of  the  most 
despicable  features  in  its  career,  and  instead  of 
honestly  recognising  that  the  Nursing  Profession 
owes  the  present  chance  of  legislation  to  the 
devoted  work  of  the  societies  federated  in  the 
Central  Committee,  it  is  consumed  with  unworthy 
jealousy  that  it  has  not  been  able  to  absorb  all  the 
credit  and  reward  of  their  work,  which  many  of 
their  members  have  bitterly  opposed  for  years. 

V.  College  Statement. — In  actual  numbers 
the    membership     of    the     Central     Committee's 


Societies  probably  amounts  to  not  more  than 
4,000  tiained  nurses,  and  the  College  has  already 
more  than  13,000  members. 

Our  Comment.- — This  statement  is  absolutely 
untrue,  and  those  who  have  made  the  false  state- 
ment have  made  it  purposely.  But  it  is  easily 
disproved  by  documentary  evidence. 

And  how  has  the  College  swelled  its  membership  ? 
By  making  a  promise  in  black  and  white  it  cannot 
fulfil.  By  insolently  pledging  Parliament  to  a 
course  which  it  has  contemptuously  repudiated  ! 
This  is  what  the  College  guaranteed  to  every  nurse 
who  paid  it  a  guinea  :  "If  you  are  on  the  College 
Register  you  will,  automatically  and  without 
further  fee,  be  placed  upon  the  State  Register 
when  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  is  passed." 
The  College  is  now  making  frantic  efforts  to  smash 
the  Nurses'  Bill  before  Parliament  and  induce  it 
to  make  good  this  outrageous  pledge  by  substi- 
tuting its  Bill  to  incorporate  the  College  and  its 
Register.  Rather,  in  oui  opinion,  should  respon- 
sible legislators  omit  the  College  from  honourc.ble 
recognition  in  any  Bill.  It  has  been  most  merci- 
fully dealt  with  to  date,  but  its  vicious  attempt  to 
deprive  trained  nurses  of  the  fruits  of  their  ambition 
and  labours,  to  prevent  their  Bill  passing  into  law, 
is  an  unspeakable  offence  which  these  autocrats 
may  live  to  repent. 

V.  College  Statement.  —  Thirdly.  —  The 
Registration  Fee  for  the  first  year  is  one  guinea, 
and  in  the  second  year  two  guineas.  This  is  an 
ingenious  method  of  causing  you  to  register  at  once 
before  you  have  time  to  see  how  things  are  going. 
Is  it  just  ?  In  the  opinion  of  the  Council  the  fee 
for  Registration  should  not  at  any  time  exceed  one 
guinea,  especially  in  the  case  of  a  practising 
nuise,  whenever  she  may  choose  to  register. 

Our  Comment. — This,  in  plain  language,  is 
telling  the  Nurses  that  the  legislators  who  compose 
Standing  Committee  E  lent  themselves  to  trickery 
in  the  performance  of  their  judicial  functions. 
It  is  an  abominable  aspersion  on  the  honour  of 
every  member  of  Parliament  who  took  part  in 
considering  and  amending  the  Bill  as  a  member  of 
Committee  E.  How  different  is  the  truth.  An 
efficient  system  of  State  Registration  cannot  be 
maintained  on  a  guinea  fee.  But  for  the  benefit 
of  every  practising  nurse,  and  epecially  out  of 
consideration  for  the  misguided  nurses  who  have 
been  induced  to  register  with  the  College  of  Nursing 
Ltd.,  under  a  promise  which  it  cannot  redeem,  the 
fee  for  the  first  twelve  months  was  fixed  at  one 
guinea.  So  that  all  nurses  eligible  for  registration 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  whether 
members  of  the  College  or  not,  should  be  treated 
with  equal  consideration.  Had  not  Major  Barnett 
agreed  to  this  concession,  the  Chairman  and 
Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  would  have 
been  legally  responsible  for  whatever  fee  in  excess 
of  one  guinea  had  been  agreed  on,  to  every  person 
who  has  registered  with  them  in  consequence  of 
the  pledge.  The  Chairman  and  Executive  Officers 
of  the  College  realise  the  untenable  position  in 
which  they  have  placed  themselves,  if  the  Matrons 
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dojnot,  and  instead  of  gratitude  for  the  considera- 
tion shown  to  them,  the  Council  of  the  College  now 
dare  to  insult  the  men  through  whose  magnanimous 
treatment  they  have  not  only  been  spared  paying 
a  huge  sum  of  money  (some  ^14,000),  but  relieved 
from  endless  litigation  should  their  dupes  elect  to 
invoke  the  law. 

VI.  College  Statement. — What  the  Council, 
therefore,  wants  you  to  do  without  delay  is  to 
write  to  any  M.P.  you  know,  or  the  M.P.  for  the 
place  in  which  you  reside  and  have  or  might  have 
a  vote,  and  to  beg  him  earnestly  not  to  support 
the  Bill,  urging  upon  him  one  or  more  of  the 
above  reasons  why  he  should  not  do  so.  The 
mattei  is  very  pressing,  as  the  Bill  comes  again 
before  the  House  of  Commons  not  later  than 
Wednesday,  May  7th.  You  should  address  M.P.s 
at  the  House  of  Commons,  London,  S.W.  i.  We 
want  State  Registration,  and  intend  to  have  it, 
but  it  must  be  on  right  lines,  and  the  Nursing 
Profession  in  England,  Wales,  Scotland  and 
Ireland  must  be  adequately  represented.  j 

I  remain  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)     M.  S.  Rundle, 

Secretary. 

Our  Comment. — A  dastardly  and  untruthful 
document  which  will  for  all  time  be  held  in 
abhorrence  by  every  sincere  registrationist.  Under 
no  circumstance  should  a  salaried  official  be 
lequired  to  attach  her  name  to  so  cruel  an  attack 
upon  her  professional  colleagues. 

TO    STATE    REQISTRATIONISTS. 

As  the  College  Nurses  are  directed  by  their  Council  to 
ask  members  of  Parliament  to  vote  against  the  third 
reading  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill — and  thus  try 
to  prevent  this  just  reform,  so  urgently  needed  for  the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  the  Nursing  Profession— 
we  earnestly  invite  the  readers  of  this  Journal  to  do  their 
duty  to  humanity  by  petitioning  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  support  and  vote  for  our  Bill  on  Report 
Stage,  and  for  the  third  reading.  Write,  and  get  your 
friends  to  write,  as  soon  as  you  read  this  paragraph. 


MENTAL  NURSES  AND  STATE 
REGISTRATION. 


THE    HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Viscount  Goschen  Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospital 
introduced  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  promoted 
by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  (known  as  the 
Employers'  Bill)  into  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
Thursday,  May  ist,  and  it  was  read  a  first  time, 
a  mere  matter  of  form. 

Failing  to  induce  the  House  of  Commons  to 
incorporate  the  College  and  its  Register  in  the 
Nurses'  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  we  presume, 
as  a  last  resource,  it  hopes  to  effect  reactionary 
legislation  through  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Lords,  however,  are  not  only  men  of 
business,  but  thoroughly  constitutional  in  the 
conduct  of  business  and  we  shall  be  surprised 
when  they  learn  the  truth,  if  they  attempt  "  to 
wipe  the  eye  of  the  Commons."     It  isn't  done. 


At  the  first  Session  of  the  Nursing  and  Midwifery 
Conference,  held  on  April  28th,  at  Mortimer  Hall, 
Mortimer  Street,  London,  W.,  at  which  the 
attendance  was  very  poor,  Mr.  J.  F.  Powell,  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Asylum  Workers'  Associa- 
tion, read  a  paper  on  "  Mental  Nursing  and  State 
Registration,"  in  the  course  of  which  he  said: 
"  One"  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  of  the 
advance  which  has  taken  place  in  methods  of  care 
and  treatment  of  the  insane  since  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  century  is  the  evolution  of  the  mental 
nurse,  whose  claims  to  a  professional  status  are 
undisputed,  and  who  is  being  accorded  due  recog- 
nition in  connection  with  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  now 
before  Parliament,  and  provision  was  made  for  the 
inclusion  of  duly  trained  and  certificated  mental 
nurses  in  a  Supplementary  Register.  This  was 
particularly  gratifying  to  the  Asylum  Workers' 
Association,  which  was  to  nominate  a  nurse  to  a 
seat  on  the  first  Council.  The  Bill  further  provided 
that  two  registered  mental  nurses  were  to  be 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  finally 
set  up.  Section  16  provided  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Supplementary  Register  of  Asylum  Trained 
Nurses,  to  be  called  the  Mental  Nurses'  Register. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  as  a  result  of  State  Regis- 
tration reciprocity  in  training  between  mental  and 
general  hospitals  would  be  facilitated.  Both  the 
Medico- Psychological  Association  and  the  Asylum 
Workers'  Association  were  strongly  in  favour  of  a 
concession  of  time  in  the  case  of  duly  qualified 
mental  nurses,  who  wish  to  become  trained  in 
general  nursing.  This  was  not  granted  in  any 
general  hospital  in  England  or  Scotland  at  present. 
Mental  hospitals, varied  much  in  the  opportunities 
afforded  to  their  staffs  for  obtaining  a  knowledge 
of  sick  nursing,  and  individual  nurses  also  differed 
in  their  ideals.  Some  were  ambitious  and  would 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the  highest 
posts  in  their  profession,  and  for  this  they  were 
prepared  to  abandon  comparatively  well-paid 
appointments,  and  to  embark  on  the  difficult 
career  of  probationer  in  a  general  hospital. 

Dr.  Robertson,  the  physician  superintendent 
of  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Asylum,  had  stated 
that  scores  of  his  nurses  had  taken  their  hospital 
training.  He  attributed  this  largely  to  the 
presence  of  trained  nurses  in  his  wards,  which  had 
acted  as  a  stimulus  to  enterprising  and  intelligent 
mental  nurses.  The  result  of  this  had  been  that 
many  of  the  latter  who  had  completed  their 
double  training  in  hospitals  were  afterwards 
appointed  Assistant  Matrons,  and  some  of  these 
had  since  been  appointed  Matrons  of  English 
asylums. 

Mr.  Powell  thought  that  the  prospect  of  becom- 
ing registered  mental  nurses,  and  the  financial 
advantages  which  would  undoubtedly  follow, 
could  not  fail  to  act  as  incentives  to  the  stafis  of 
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mental  hospitals  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
opportunity  for  study,  and  for  the  improvement  of 
their  practical  knowledge  of  their  work.  This 
would,  in  turn,  result  in  raising  still  further  the 
general  standard  of  care  and- nui  sing  of  the  insane. 
In  conclusion  the  speaker  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  association  together  of  general  and  mental 
nurses  under  this  important  measure  would  lead 
to  mutual  understanding,  mutual  sympathy,  and 
mutual  esteem. 


THE    WHIRLIGIG    OF    TIME. 

Colonel  Mackintosh,  of  the  Western  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  was  in  the  House  this  week,  looking 
after  the  interests  of  "  The  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  the  Registration  of  Nurses  in 
Scotland,"  as,  naturally,  this  Society  does  not 
wish  to  be  omitted  from  the  Bill. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  delegates  from  this 
Association  helped  to  compose  the  Central  Com- 
mittee and  to  draft  its  Bill.  Later  it  accepted 
seats  on  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.  ;  and  during  the  negotiations  between  these 
two  organizations,  which  the  Central  Committee 
carried  on  with  the  utmost  patience,  the  Associa- 
tion remained  represented  by  some  of  the  same 
delegates  on  both  bodies.  When,  in  191 8,  the 
Cential  Committee  decided  to  waste  no-  further 
time  in  useless  negotiations,  but  to  proceed 
full  steam  ahead  with  its  own  Bill,  "  The  Associa- 
tion for  the  Promotion  of  the  Registration  of 
Nurses  in  Scotland  "  was  invited  to  decide  which 
Bill  it  intended  to  support,  and  was  informed 
that  if  it  was  not  prepared  to  loyally  support 
the  Central  Committee's  Bill,  it  was  ineligible  for 
affiliation.  The  Association  publicly  announced 
its  intention  to  support  the  College  Bill  and  with- 
drew from  the  Central  Committee.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  Association  was  not  included 
amongst  the  constituent  Societies  in  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill  when  introduced  into  the  House 
this  Session. 

There  appears,  however,  no  reason  why  ' '  The 
Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Registration 
of  Nuises  in  Scotland  "  should  not  be  granted  a 
representative  on  the  initial  Nursing  Council  in 
the  Bill,  four  representatives  of  which  must  te 
resident  in  Scotland. 

At  the  same  time,  inaccurate  statements 
concerning  the  constituent  Societies  which  com- 
pose the  Central  Committee  are  not  permissible 
in  this  connection.  For  instance,  that  the  com- 
bined membership  of  these  Societies  only 
amounts  to  6,000  !  It  is  at  least  15,000 — not 
counting  members  of  the  Nuises'  Leagues — many 
of  which  support  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill  through  the  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses. 


HOW   IT   IS   DOl^E. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is  showering 
Petitions  on  Members  of  Parliament,  from  here, 
there  and  everywheie.     All  contain  untruthful  or 


misleading  statements ;  and,  apparently,  from 
many  letters  received.  Matrons  simply  order  the 
Nursing  Staff  to  sign — and  the  majority  do  it. 

An  Army  Sister  writes  : — 

This  past  week  another  protest  has  been  sent 
round,  and  placed  by  Matron  on  the  green  boards, 
protesting  against  the  Government  amendment  re 
nurses  in  bona  fide  practice,  and  leaving  out  the 
words  "  produces  evidence  satisfactory  to  the. 
Council  ...  as  to  the  conditions  under  which  she 
wa5  engaged,"  which  gives  the  Council  discretion 
as  to  who  shall  be  registered  under  this  clause. 
Why  were  these  important  words  omitted  from  the 
Petition  ? 

These  Petitions  are  issued  from  no  address,  but 
all  emanate  from  the  College  Council  and  members 
and  officials.  Copies  have  been  sent  out  broad- 
cast, and  it  would  be  incredible  if  it  was  not 
before  me  in  black-and-white,  that  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  and  elsewhere,  the 
following  order  appears  at  the  foot  of  the  Petition  : 

"  Will  all  Members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  please 
sign  this  Petition  on  Wednesday  morning  in  the 
Office." 

Why  is  this  coercion  permitted  by  the  Army 
Council  ?  Anyway  the  Director-General  of  the 
Army  Medical  Department  should  take  steps  to 
protect  the  public  servants  in  his  Department  from 
such  treatment.  Indeed  all  over  the  country 
"  College  Matrons  "  are  thrusting  these  Petitions 
forward  ;  and  from  letters  received,  the  nurses  are 
given  no  explanation  concerning  them,  not  even 
where  they  emanate  from,  and  we  gather  "it  is 
understood  we  have  to  sign  them."  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  attempt  of  the  College  Council  to 
deprive  the  Nursing  Profession  of  the  legal  status 
so  devotedly  worked  for,  and  so  ardently  desired, 
will  open  the  eyes  of  Parliament  to  the  degrading 
condition  of  servitude  prevailing  in  many  of  the 
Training  Schools. 


A    FALSE    AND    MALICIOUS 
STATEMENT. 


The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  the 
Evening  Standard  on  Tuesday  last :  — 

NURSES    AND    REGISTRATION. 
Objection  to  Proposal  to  admit  v.a.d.'s. 

General  trained  nurses  are  strongly  opposed 
to  the  adoption  in  committee  of  Mrs.  Fenwicl.'s 
amendment  to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  admit  on  the 
register  V.A.D.s  and  others  with  three  years' 
sick-roorA.  experience. 

"  As  it  now  stands,"  said  Miss  Rundle,  secretary 
to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  an  Evening 
Standard  representative,  "  Clause  12  of  the  Bill 
does  not  say  anjrthing  about  training  at  all. 
This  body  represents  nearly  14,000  general  trained 
nurses,  all  of  whom  naturally  ofler  the  strongest 
opposition  to  any  such  proposal. 
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"If  you  are  going  to  put  an  untrained  nurse 
on  your  register,  what  is  the  good  of  registration  ? 
Anybody  who  has  nursed  her  grandmother  at 
home  for  three  years  might  come  on  the  register 
under  the  clause  now  admitted,  just  on  the  same 
footing  as  a  nurse  who  has  spent  four  years  in  a 
London  hospital,  passed  her  examinations  and 
obtained  her  certificate. 

"  We  also  object  to  the  provision  by  which 
other  nursing  societies  who  will  not  give  their 
membership  have  allotted  to  them  eleven  places 
on  the  Provisional  Coimcil  to  be  set  up  under 
the  Bill,  while  we  have  only  four.  A  Bill  has 
been  introduced  by  us  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  the  best  thing  would  be  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  to  deal  with  both  Bills." 

We  leam  that  Mrs.  Fenwick  has  referred  this 
false  statement  to  her  solicitors,  and  that  the  self- 
governing  Nuises'  Organizations  have  demanded 
Miss  Rundle's  authority  for  her  false  statement 
that  they  "  will  not  give  their  membership." 
These  free  organizations  decline  to  be  bullied  by 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  which  is  a  company 
of  laymen,  and  will  always  decline  to  lecognise 
that  it  has  any  authority  over  them  whatever. 
Full  information  concerning  their  membership, 
constitution,  &c.,  is  always  available  for  those 
who  have  a  right  to  it,  which  the  College  Company 
has  not. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 


COLLEGE    OF       NURSING,    LTD.,    AND 

MI5S    THERESA    McQRATH. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  issued  a  writ 
for  hbel  against  Miss  Theresa  McGrath,  of  Man- 
chester— a  member  of  the  National  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses.  The  next  step  must  be  a  Nurses' 
Defence   Union. 


A   FREE   ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE     MORE    THE    MERRIER. 

Our  incomparable  "  Uncle  Pumblechook,"  in 
one  of  his  pseudo-professional  publications  last 
week,  as  usual,  devoted  columns  of  space  in 
attempting  to  disparage  our  criticism  re  the 
College  of  Nursing  Company's  tactics  in  its 
attempt  to  crush  out  the  spirit  of  independence 
in  the  nursing  profession  by  incorporating  in  a 
rival  Bill,  to  that  promoted  by  the  medical  and 
nursing  experts  on  the  Central  Committee,  its 
autocratic  constitution.  The  College  Bill  is 
drafted  apparently  by  persons  suffering  from 
megalomania,  as  are  patronising  manifestoes 
which  are  signed  by  Miss  Rundle  from  time  to 
time . 

Frankly,  the  independent  practising  nurses  aie 
not  going  to  be  crushed  out  by  the  College  of 
Nursing  Company ;  we  are  not  going  to  be 
governed  by  the  Nursing  Schools  and  their 
hospital  officials,  and  most  certainly  we  are  not 
going  to  be  dictated  to  by  the  lay  editors  of  the 
press  subsidised  by  the  College. 

The  B.J.N,  thanks  Sir  Henry  Burdett  for  a 
free  advertisement — and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it. 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
N.U.T.N.  Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  was 
unanimously  re-elected   President  of  the   Union. 

The  Debating  Society  of  the  London  Branch  of 
the  N.U.T.N.  will  meet  for  practice  on  Wednesday, 
May  14th,  at  6  o'clock,  at  46,  Marsham  Street, 
Westminster  (continuation  of  Great  Smith  Street). 
All  members  are  invited  to  attend,  and  may,  if 
they  wish,  bring  a  friend. 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Union  passed  the 
following  resolution  at  its  recent  meeting  : — 

"  That  members  of  Parliament  be  petitioned  to 
adopt  the  Constitution  of  the  Governing  Body 
under  the  Bill  for  State  Registration  of  Nurses  so 
ably  drafted  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
accepted  by  Standing  Committee  E." 

Miss  Eden,  the  Hon.  Organiser,  has  been  doing 
effective  work  during  the  past  week  for  the  Nurses 
Bill.     As  we  all  know  she  has  a  legal  mind. 


THE  IRISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 


A  general  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association 
was  held  at  the  Society's  rooms,  34,  St.  Stephen's 
Green,  Dublin,  on  Saturday,  May  3rd,  Miss  Reeves, 
R.R.C.,  President,  in  the  chair.  Mrs.  Corbett, 
representative  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  wrote  resigning  that  office,  as  she  expects 
to  be  absent  from  Ireland.  Her  resignation  was 
accepted  with  regret. 

Representatives  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
Nurses*  Conference,  which  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  on  Thursday,  May  8th. 
The  members  were  unanimous  in  condemning  the 
uncalled-for  attack  on  the  Association  which 
appeared  in  the  Hospital  of  April  26th. 

New  members  and  Associates  were  elected. 

M.  L.  O'Keeffe,  Secretary. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


Great  regrets  have  been  felt  by  all  connected  with 
the  Cumbeiland  Infirmary  at  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Sylvia  Parker  from  the  post  of  Matron  there. 
In  order  that  the  value  of  her  work  there  might 
in  some  degree  be  recognised,  the  Committee  of 
Management  presented  her  with  a  cheque  and 
the  following  illuminated  address  :  "  We  desire 
to  express  our  high  appreciation  of  your  work  in 
this  institution  during  the  eight  years  you  have 
held  the  office  of  Matron  and  especially  during 
the  war,  when  the  resources  of  the  Institution 
were  heavily  taxed  by  the  admission  of  both 
soldiers  and  munition  workers  and  particularly 
at  the  time  of  the  Gretna  disaster  which  added 
in  an  unprecedented  manner  to  your  anxieties 
and  laboiirs.  The  Committee  accept  your  resig- 
nation with  regret  and  ask  you  to  accept  the 
accompanying  cheque  as  a  token  of  their  esteem. 
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and  good  wishes  for  any  work  you  may  undertake 
in  the  future." 

The  nursing  staff  also  gave  her  a  silver  coffee-pot 
and  stand,  as  they  wished  to  give  some  expression 
of  the  affection  and  gratitude  they  feel  to  her 
for  the  high  ideal  she  has  consistently  given  them, 
and  the  fair  and  just  treatment  and  many  kind- 
nesses she  has  always  shown  them. 


As  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of  her  services, 
the  governors  of  the  Macclesfield  General  Infir- 
mary, at  their  recent  monthly  meeting  decided 
to  grant  an  honorarium  of  25  guineas  to  the 
Matron  (Miss  Drewitt),  who  has  worked  during 
the  past  four-and-a-half  years  without  a  break 
for  a  holiday,  as  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of 
her  services  to  the  wounded  soldiers  during  their 
stay  in  the  institution. 

The  Mayor  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  Matron 
had  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red  Cross  in  recog-- 
nition  of  her  valuable  nursing  services  in  con- 
nection with  the  war,  and  she  richly  deserved 
the  honour.  The  amount  of  work  and  care  she 
and  the  staff  had  bestowed  on  the  military 
patients  reflected  great  credit  upon  them. 

MEDALS   TO    PROBATIONERS. 

The  Camberwell  Guardians  wrote  (April,  191 9), 
says  the  Poor  Law  Officers'  Journal,  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  regard  to  a  proposal 
to  provide  a  medal,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
£2  2S.  each  year  for  the  most  efficient  probationer 
nurse  of  the  year  at  the  Infirmary.  The  Local 
Government  Board  replied  stating  that  they  were 
advised  that  reasonable  expenditure  of  this  nature 
might  be  incurred  without  any  sanction  on  their 
part  being  necessary,  if  the  arrangement  increased 
the  efficiency  of  the  nurses  who  were  being 
trained. 

PRIZES    FOR    NURSES. 

At  the  recent  distribution  of  prizes  to  the 
Probationary  Nurses  at  Highgate  Hill  Infirmary, 
they  were  awarded  as  follows  by  Mrs.  Causton  : — 

Smalley  Prizes. — ist,  Bessie  Griffiths ;  and, 
Olive  Bell ;    3rd,  Dorothea  Springall. 

Leonard  Marshall  Prizes. — ist,  Mabel  Carson  ; 
2nd,  Agnes  Cadogan  ;    3rd,  Margaret  Denniston. 

Medical  Superintendent' s  Prize. — Dorothy  May 
Rothera. 

We  congratulate  the  recipients. 


THE    HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

Islington  Council  is  to  consider  a  proposal  to 
extend  the  Great  Northern  Central  Hospital  as 
a  war  memorial. 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 

Princess  Arthur  of  Connaught  will  receive 
purses  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land "Waifs  and  Strays  Society  at  the  annual 
public  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  the  Caxton 
Hall  on  Tuesday,  May  13th. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Eston  Hospital,  Eston,  Yorks. — Miss  Mabel  Cotton 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal-  Infirmary,  Wigan,  and  has  held  the  following 
positions  :• — -Sister  in  Training  School ;  Assistant  Lady 
Superintendent,  Acland  Nursing  Home,  Oxford  ;  and 
Matron  of  Tavistock  Hospital  ;  Dorset  County  Hos- 
pital ;  and  St.  Chad's  Hospital,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham. 

Edinburgh  Royal  Maternity  and  Simpson  Memorial 
Hospital. — Miss  Maud  Sinclair  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Sheffield,  and  has  held  posts  at  Greenock  Infirmary, 
Leith  General  Hospital,  Glasgow  Maternity  Hospital, 
and  has  also  taken  part  in  caring  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  Red  Cross  Hospitals. 

COUNTY     SUPERINTENDENT. 

Breconshire  County  Council.— Miss  Susannah  Jenkins 
has  been  appointed  County  Superintendent  Nurse, 
and  Inspector  of  Midwives.  She  was  trained  at 
Merthyr  Tydfil  Infirmary,  and  has  been  School  Nurse 
and  Health  Visitor  under  the  Swansea  Corporation. 
SISTEIR. 

Ham  Green  Sanatorium,  nr.  Brlstol.^ — Miss  Sarah 
Davies  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Medway  Infirmary,  Chatham  ;  and  has  been 
Staff  Nurse  at  Bradford  War  Hospital ;  and  Sister 
at  an  Auxiliary  Military  Hospital,  Tredegar. 
SCHOOL    NURSE. 

Merioneth  Education  Committee,  Merioneth. — ^Miss 
Rachel  Davis  has  been  appointed  School  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport, 
Monmouthshire,  and  has  held  the  position  of  District 
Nurse  at  Hastings,  Health  Visitor  under  the  London 
County  Council,  and  has  worked  under  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society. 

HEALTH     VISITOR. 

Bristol  City  Council. — Miss  Kathleen  Dinsley  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Health 
Visitors  under  the  Bristol  City  Council.  She  received 
her  training  at  the  Bristol  General  Hospital,  and 
remained  twelve  months  on  the  private  stafi  ;  after 
which  she  accepted  an  appointment  in  the  Health 
Department  of  the  London  County  Council.  Miss 
Dinsley  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  and  also  that  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Borough  of  Wolverhampton. — Miss  W.  M.  Hutt 
has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was  trained  at 
Paddington  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Ward  Sister  at 
Portsmouth  Infirmary,  and  Night  Superintendent  and 
Home  Sister  at  Isleworth  Infirmary. 

Miss  F.  Scott  has  also  been  appointed  Health 
Visitor  in  the  same  borough.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Keighley  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Health  Visitor  under 
the   Lancashire   County   Council. 

QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 
Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Ruth  Clarke  is  appointed  to  Gateshead, 
as  Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Rosa  E.  Heald  is  appointed 
to  Worthing,  as  Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Eveline  Bates, 
to  Chapel  End  ;  Miss  Cithie  Carrick,  to  Worthing  ; 
Miss  Agnes  C.  Cottrill,  to  Jewish  Maternity  and 
Sick  Room  Helps  Society,  as  Health  Visitor; 
Miss  Sarah  Evans,  to  Taunton  ;  Miss  Fannie  A. 
Jones  to  Bootle  ;  Miss  Edith  F.  Hall,  to  Sutton 
(Isle  of  Ely)  ;  Miss  Mabel  K.  Knight.'to  Kempsey  ; 
Miss  Louisa  Longford,  to  Barnsley  ;  Miss  Ellen 
J.  Moiey,  to  Barnsley;  Miss  Lucy  Roberts,  to 
Rochdale. 
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THE    LAY    OF    THE    HEALTH    VISITOR. 

By  E.  C. 

Anna  Maria  Sophia  Jones 

Was  just  a  bundle  of  skin  and  bones — • 

The  sort  of  woman  you  often  meet 

With  knobbledy  fingers  and  large  flat  feet — 

Her  hair  was  dragged  behind  in  a  bunch, 

And  she  had  dinner  when  you  have  lunch. 

The  Government  Lady  came  to  the  door — • 

W  ith  printed  leaflets — -dozens  and  more. 

She  spoke  to  Maria  firmly  and  long— 

And  all  that  Maria  did  was  wrong. 

She  oughtn't  to  peel  potatoes  and  boil  them, 

To  peel  potatoes  was  oiily  to  spoil  them  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  waste  the  pods  of  the  pea  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  stew  and  stew  her  tea  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  feed  her  baby  on  bread 

Before  it  had  ever  a  tooth  in  its  head  ; 

(Anna  Sophia,  mother  of  five, 

'Three  were  dead,  but  two  were  alive. 

Always  had  given  her  baby  bread 

Before  it  had  ever  a  tooth  in  its  head)  : 

She  oughtn't  to  spend  her  money  on  drink. 

She  oughtn't  to  stufE  up  the  drain  of  the  sink  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  shut  out  air  and  light  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  close  her  window  at  night. 

(Anna  Maria  Sophia  Jones 

Always  fastened  her  window-click, 

Air  in  a  bedroom  made  her  sick)  ; 

She  oughtn't  to  buy  herself  ready-made  clothes — 

She  oughtn't — -she  oughtn't— Oh,  goodness  knows. 

Before  the  Government  Lady  had  ended 

Anna  Sophia  was  highly  offended. 

Anna  Maria  Sophia  Jones 

Was  just  a  bundle  of  skin  and  bones — • 

The  sorfc  of  a  woman  you  often  meet 

With  knobbledy  fingers  and  large  flat  feet — 

Her  hair  was  dragged  behind  in  a  bunch, 

And  she  had  dinner  when  you  have  lunch. 

But  Anna  Maria  had  spirit  within  her — 

The  spirit  that  makes  a  saint  of  a  sinner — ■ 

When  she  saw  what  was  right  she  went  and  did  it. 

And  then,  if  need  was,  afterward  hid  it. 

Anna  Maria  Sophia  Jones 

Asked,  in  dull  and  colourless  tones 

The  Government  Lady  to  walk  inside, 

Opened  the  door  of  the  passage  wide. 

Took  a  chopper  and  hit  her  hard. 

And  buried  the  body  in  the  yard. 

— From  The  Modern  Hospital. 

A    MODEL   VILLAGE    IN   SURREY. 

A  garden  village,  containing  about  250  semi- 
detached cottages,  each  with  a  large  garden 
attached,  is  to  be  erected  at  Addlestone  (Surrey) 
by  Mr.  isT.  Cheroau,  head  of  the  Bleriot  works. 
A  large  a''ea  has  already  been  purchased,  and 
building  will  shortly  be  commenced.  The  estate 
will  provide  a  large  communal  kitchen  and  res- 
taurant, with  meals  obtainable  in  the  morning 
and  evening.  A  spacious  crdche  or  day  nursery 
is^also    to    be    provided. 

WORD    FOR    THE     W^EEK. 

"  Men  are  polished,  through  act  and  speech,  each 

by  each. 
As  pebbles  are  smoothed  on  the  rolling  beach." 

Trowbridge. 


LETTERS    FROM    VERONICA. 


No.  II. 


Nordrovo. 


Dear  Margot, — Yesterday  was  the  Serbian 
Christmas  Day  (thirteen  days  later  than  ours),  and, 
as  with  us,  one  of  their  greatest  feasts.  Everybody 
seemed  to  be  enjoying  themselves  so  much  that  I 
felt  rather  a  pilgrim  and  a  stranger,  and  was  just 
wishing  I  was  a  nursing  orderly  instead  'of  a 
chauffeur  for  a  day  or  two,  when  one  of  the  Sisters 
invited  me  to  her  ward  for  Christmas.  The  festival 
begins  on  Christmas  Eve,  when  the  first  evening 
star  begins  to  shine,  so  I  went  along  to  the  ward 
about  five. 

There  were  several  Sisters  and  orderlies  sitting 
on  the  empty  beds  waiting  for  the  ceremony  to 
begin.  Outside,  the  wind  howled  mournfully  and 
the  tent's  great  sides  flapped  and  strained  ;  inside, 
the  dim  oil  lamps  were  swinging  from  side  to  side, 
and  the  candles  on  the  Christmas  trees  were 
guttering  and  flickering.  The  master  of  the  cere- 
monies was  an  old  chap,  called  Jovan.  All  the 
previous  week  he  had  been  busy  making  the  model 
of  a  church  out  of  cardboard.  White  paper  was 
pasted  outside  it,  and  the  roof  was  adorned  with 
countless  golden  pinnacles  and  domes  ;  the  inside 
of  the  church  had  been  lined  with  the  dark  blue 
paper  that  covers  the  rolls  of  cotton  wool  powdered 
with  gold  paper  stars.  Someone  had  had  a  Christ- 
mas card  sent  them  with  a  picture  of  the  Nativity, 
and  this  was  pinned  up  inside  on  the  church  wall. 
Some  antedeluvian  animals,  supposed  to  represent 
the  ox  and  the  ass,  had  been  manufactured  out  of 
tiny  pieces  of  lint,  stuffed  with  rag  and  coloured 
with  chalks,  and  were  grouped  round  a  little  fv^ooden 
manger.  A  small  china  doll  represented  the  Holy 
Babe.  This  caused  the  acutest  joy  in  the  ward,  as 
you  may  think,  it  was  so  cleverly  made,  and  just 
finished  in  time.  Mysterious  fancy  dresses  had 
also  been  made  out  of  old  dressing  gowns.  Sisters' 
old  grey  felt  hats  had  been  requisitioned,  and  for 
some  time  past  there  had  been  a  mysterious  dis- 
appearance of  tow. 

No  one  quite  knew  what  was  going  to  happen, 
but  there  was  a  feeling  of  being  in  church.  We 
waited  silently  in  the  ward,  and  presently  the 
tent  flap  was  pulled  back  and  the  convalescents 
appeared,  dressed  as  the  Shepherds  and  the  Three 
Wise  Men,  Jovan  leading  the  way,  carrying  the 
Church  with  a  lighted  candle  inside  it.  He  set 
it  down  on  the  table  in  front  of  the  Christmas  tree, 
and  then  began  to  chant  the  story  of  the  Holy 
Birth,  the  other  patients'  deep  musical  voices 
taking  up  the  refrain  every  now  and  then.  When 
they  had  finished,  they  marched  out  again  in 
solemn  procession. 

One  of  the  bed  patients  turned  round  to  the 
wall  and  sobbed  ;  it  was  more  than  he  could  bear, 
poor  chap.  Sister  Russell  told  me  his  history 
afterwards.  His  little  farm  in  Serbia  was  burnt 
in  the  first  Serbian  advance,  and  his  wife  and 
children  are  refugees  now  somewhere  in  Austria, 
It  is  more  than  two  years  since  he  heard  from 
them,  and  doesn't  know  whether  they  are  aliye  or 
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dead.  He  has  been  wounded  twice,  and  is  a  wreck 
from  malaria  and  rheumatism.  One  wonders  how 
he  can  go  on  living  at  all— many  people  would  go 
mad  for  much  less. 

On  Christmas  morning  everyone  was  rushing 
round  with  their  little  presents  for  the  patients. 
The  routine  for  present-giving  is  as  follows  : — 

You  shake  hands  and  say,  "  Christus  ce  rode." 
Christ  is  born  to-day.  The  answer  is,  "  He  is  born 
indeed."  Then  you  offer  your  little  present, 
which  is  received  with  a  smile  and  word  of  thanks  J 
but  it  is  not  considered  polite  to  look  at  the  con- 
tents while  the  donor  is  still  in  the  room.  In  each 
ward  a  tiny  cup  of  Serbian  coffee  is  offered  to  each 
guest,  the  most  delicious  stuff  in  the  world,  like 
Turkish  coffee,  but  not  so  thick. 

Those  people  whose  business  takes  them  the 
round  of  the  hospital  have,  under  penalty  of 
being  impolite,  to  drink  a  cup  in  each  ward.  Sister 
Russell,  who  is  very  popular  here,  and  went 
round  to  wish  everyone  a  Happy  Christmas,  was 
compelled  during  her  peregrinations  to  drink  nine 
cups  of  coffee,  two  medicine  glasses  of  sour  wine, 
and  a  thimbleful  of  rakia  or  Serbian  cognac,  rather 
a  potent  mixture  when  taken  so  early  in  the 
morning. 

Now  I  have  to  drive  two  of  the  Powers  out  to 
dinner.  At  Nordyovo  I  have  horrible  qualms  lest 
I  shall  kill  or  maim  either  of  them  for  life.  It  is 
a  truly  awful  road  to  Silberovo — ruts,  holes,  hills 
as  steep  as  the  side  of  a  house,  and  part  of  the  way 
along  a  stony  precipice  overlooking  the  lake. 
Also,  I  have  only  driven  once  before  in  daylight, 
and  it  is  a  pitch-black  night.     However,  here  goes. 

Much  love  from 

Veronica. 


BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


MAY. 

Scent  of  lilac  and  of  May  ; 
Cuckoo-call  throughout  the  day  ; 
Chestnuts'  bridal-bells'  array 
Pinky-white  along  our  way. 

Dainty,  perfumed  May  ! 

Meadows  starred  with  mauve  and  gold 
Song  of  thrush  and  blackbird  bold  ; 
Nightingales  when  shadows  fold 
Tenderly  the  day  that's  told. 
Merry,  singing  May  ! 

,  Honeyed  breezes  gently  blow  ; 
Hawking  swallows  darting  low  ; 
Lazy,  tinkling  streamlets  slow 
Join  the  river's  soundless  flow. 
Buoyant,  sunny  May  ! 

Silver-blue  the  midnight  sky  ; 
Waxing  moon  is  riding  high  ; 
Posy-orchards  shimmering  lie  ; 
Lofty  tree  tops  softly  sigh. 

Balmy,  slumbrous  May  ! 


Mena  Bielbv, 


"THE     THREE     BLACK     PENNYS."* 

The  title  of  this  powerful  and  remarkable  book 
does  not  refer,  as  might  be  supposed,  to  the  copper 
coinage,  but  to  three  generations  of  a  family  of 
that  name,  who  for  centuries  had  been  Iron- 
masters in  Pennsylvania.  Not  the  least  attractive 
feature  of  this  book  is  the  blending  of  the  roar  and 
music  of  the  industry  with  the  compelling  romance 
and  love  passages  which  were  the  inseparable  part 
of  the  disposition  of  each  Black  Penny  as  he  in 
turn  comes  before  the  reader's  vision. 

"  Howath,"  said  the  elder  Penny  of  his  son, 
centuries  ago,  "  is  a  black  Penny,  that  is  what'^we 
call  them  in  our  family.  You  see  the  Pennys 
some  hundreds  of  years  back  acquired  a  strong 
Welsh  strain.  I  take  it  you  are  familiar  with  the 
Welsh — a  solitary  living  dark  lot.  Unamenable  to 
influence,  reflect  their  country,  I  suppose.  In  the 
Penny  family,  he  went  on  to  say,  the  strain  "  sinks 
entirely  out  of  sight  for  two  or  three  or  sometimes 
four  generations,  and  then  appears  solid  in  one 
individual  as  unslacked  as  the  pure  original 
thing." 

The  object,  then,  of  this  book  is  to  portray  three 
of  these  types  in  their  successive  generations,  and 
not  as  Gilbert  Penny  had  remarked  in  the  genera- 
tions immediately  succeeding  each  other.  j 
This  gives  the  book  one  of  its  characteristics 
which  alone  would  make  it  unusual,  for  it  embraces 
a  period  of  something  near  two  centuries. 

Howath,  who  lived  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  was  the  son  of  Gilbert  Penny, 
who  was  the  first  of  his  name  to  settle  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  had  become  part  owner  of  the  iron. 
furnace  with  David  Forsythe,  a  Quaker  merchant 
of  importance. 

Howath' s  mother  is  described  as  "  essentially 
lady."  The  Court  had  been  her  right  by  birth. 
Her  description  is  that  of  a  charming  and  some- 
what elusive  personality.  Her  defence  of  her  son, 
in  answer  to  his  father's  somewhat  disparaging 
remarks  as  to  his  dark  origin,  strikes  quaintly  on  a 
modern  ear.  "  You  must  not  figure  to  yourself," 
Mrs.  Penny's  even  voice  admirably  cut  in,  "  that 
the  black  is  a  term  of  reproach.  I  think  we  are  both 
at  times,  both  at  a  loss  with  Howath,  he  is  so 
different  from  us,  from  the  girls  ;  but  he  is  truly 
remarkable." 

It  was  the  advent  of  the  Winscombes  on  a  short 
visit  that  had  called  forth  these  remarks  on 
Howath.  They  were  newly  from  the  atmosphere 
of  St.  James's — an  old  man  and  his  fashionable 
young  wife — she  had  charge  of  the  Princess 
AmeUa's  stockings.  She  tells  Howath,  in  an 
intimacy  that  ripened  rapidly,  something  of  her 
early  life.  "  Well,  it  was  always  Court,  in  France 
and  in  England.  Always  the  Court.  Do  you 
know  what  that  means  ?  .  .  .  Champagne  and 
music,  and  scent  and  masques.  I  was  in  it  when  I 
was  fourteen,  and  I  had  a  lover  the  first  year." 

*  By  Joseph  Hergesheimer.  (London  :  Heinemann.) 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

P*        |.  ^  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^  lloL  •  branch   is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

Q  J  ,  The    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OCC^UOU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted, 

TTl^*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  illrU  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

F/^ii't'l-Vfc  •  ^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 
■TOUrLO  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 


555   BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  fS&r ■9ase'SSUi-S-'<!i.  "*"*  Office:  STATION  ST.. 

Managing  Director.  198  »  fWS  y wii.  S >a  NOTTINGHAM. 
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"  Felix  Winscombe,  her  husband,  was  a  sere 
figure,  yet  he  was  extraordinarily  full  of  a  polished 
virility,  rapier  lil^e. 

Howath  went  down  before  her. 

"  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  his  will  was 
powerless.  In  an  instant  he  had  been  invaded,  his 
being  levelled,  his  peculiar  pride  overthrown.  In 
the  absence  of  her  old  husband  she  yields  to  him, 
but  his  unexpected  death  bi  ings  a  revulsion  of  her 
feeling  towards  Howath,  and  the  history  of  that 
Black  Penny  terminates  at  that  point.  In  later 
years,  however,  they  apparently  marry,  as  the  next 
episode  deals  with  one  of  their  descendants  .in 
whom  the  dark  strain  has  reappeared. 

Jasper,  the  great  grandson  of  Howath,  was  also 
destined  to  a  tragic  love.  At  forty  years  of  age  he 
met  Susan  Brundon.  "  The  right  woman,"  Jasper 
said  to  himself.  We  must  give  here  an  example 
of  the  author's  delicately  descriptive  powers. 
"  Standing  at  the  far  side  of  the  room,  delicately 
outlined  against  a  low,  deeply  embrasured  window, 
was  Susan  Brundon. 

"  A  slow  tide  of  colour  rose  to  her  ordinarily  pale 
cheeks,  corresponding  with  a  formless  gladness 
perpieating  her  own  being. 

"  She  wore  ruffled  lavender  with  a  clear  lace 
pelerine  caught  at  her  breast  by  a  knot  of  straw- 
coloured  ribbon  and  a  sprig  of  rose  geranium." 

"  Mr.  Penny,"  she  said  with  a  little  gasp  of 
surprise,  but  her  gaze  was  unwavering,  candid. 
If  Jasper  had  met  her  years  before,  she  had  been 
the  light  woman  indeed,  but  there  had  been 
episodes  in  his  life  that  her  essential  uprightness 
recoiled  from.  "  You  are  too  pure  for  this  world," 
said  the  unhappy  Jasper  brutally. 

The  last  of  thas  seiies  of  Black  Pennys  tells  of 
another  Howath,  but  it  is  mainly  concerned  with 
the  headstrong  love  of  his  niece,  Marriana.  This 
Howath  was  an  old  man,  and  Marriana  without 
doubt  a  most  fascinating  personality.  But  we 
have  no  space  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  third 
Black  Penny. 

This  book  undoubtedly  stands  in  the  foremost 
ranks  of  novels. 

It  is  unique  in  its  conception,  and  it  has  a  dis- 
tinction of  style  that  will  be  hard  to  rival.  The 
setting  of  Pennsylvania  prevails  throughout,  and 
the  accompaniment  of  the  furnace  runs  like  an 
insistent  note  linking  together  the  successive 
generations. 

From  cover  to  cover  it  is  a  rare  treat,  the  only 

fault  of  which  is  that  it  tends  to  spoil  the  palate  for 

less  virile  work.  H.  H. 
1  ♦  I 

''  No  man  may  choose  what  coming  hours  will 

bring 
To  him  of  pain,  of  joy,  of  suffering  ; 
But  what  his  soul  shall  bring  unto  each  hour 
To  meet  its  challenge,  that  is  in  his  power." 

COMING     EVENT. 

May-i^th. — First  portion  of  the  Funeral  Service 
for  the  late  Miss  Edith  Cavell,  Westminster  Abbey. 
Admission  to  all  parts  of  the  Abbey  by  ticket  only. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A     SANATORIUM     FOR     NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Permit  me  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject  of  a  Sanatorium  for  nurses. 

I  have  devoted  many  years  to  tuberculosis 
nursing,  having  worked  at  several  of  the  best- 
known  Sanatoria  in  this  country  and  in  Switzer- 
land, and  at  each  one  I  have  found  that  a  very 
high  percentage  of  the  lady  patients  were  nurses. 
Therefore,  I  can  confidently  say  that  a  Sana- 
torium for  nuises  is  a  pressing  need. 

After  having  spent  all  these  years  at  Sanatorium 
work,  I  once  more  find  myself  in  ^  Sanatorium, 
but  this  time  in  a  different  capacity — that  of  a 
patient. 

As  you  are,  no  doubt,  aware,  nurses  are  very 
hard- worked,  and  very  poorly  paid  ;  from  their 
small  salaries  it  is  impossible  to  save  for  a  rainy 
day,  and  when  they  have  used  up  all  their  resist- 
ance, and  given  their  all,  don't  you  think  in 
common  fairness  they  should  be  given  rest  and 
comfort  in  a  place  where  they  are  not  made  to 
feel  like  paupers,  as,  alas  !  is  too  often  the  case 
in  public  Sanatoria  ? 

The  nurses  who  break  down  are  very  often  the 
conscientious  workers  who  have  not  spared  them- 
selves in  their  devotion  to  the  sick,  but  having 
the  good  gift  of  understanding  (without  which 
a  nurse  is  a  very  poor  one),  they  give  out  freely 
their  personality  as  well  as  their  labour. 

I  should  like  to  organise  a  Sanatorium  for 
nurses.  It  would  be  a  haven  of  rest  where  they 
could  find  peace  for  their  weary  bodies  and  jaded 
nerves  and  where  they  would  still  feel  that  they 
were  human  beings.  I  would  pick  out  the  best 
ideas  from  the  places  I  have  worked  in,  but  I 
would  also  add  many  new  ones.  Most  tired 
nurses  are  susceptible  to  environment,  and  I 
would  make  their  Sanatorium  as  beautiful  as 
possible,  not  necessarily  luxurious,  but  I  would 
aim  at  a  brightness  and  harmony  of  colour  in  the 
paint  and  furniture,  &c.,  and  flowers  should 
never  be  forbidden. 

I  wonder  how  many  people  realise  that  in  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  temperament  should 
be  taken  into  account,  and  it  is  half  the  battle. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Yours  faithfully. 

Another  Victim. 

NO    BLANK    CHEQUES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 

Dear  Madam, — A  letter  published  in  the  last 
issue  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  from 
"  A  Lifelong  Registrationist  "  merits  a  comment, 
if  only  for  its  sweeping  and  unfair  statements. 
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The  writer  is  evidently  actuated,  not  so  much 
with  a  desire  to  express  her  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  as  to  make  a  spite- 
ful thrust  at  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  I  would 
ask  her  to  read  the  seventh  draft  of  the  Bill  of  the 
College  and  to  notice  Section  7,  then  to  tell  me  if 
anything  could  be  more  "  openly  and  honourably 
stated  .  .  .  and  set  out  in  black  and  white  "  than 
this  statement  Avith  regard  to  the  provision  for 
establishing  the  first  "  General  Nursing  Council." 
Perhaps  at  the  same  time  she  would  note  the 
fairness  shown  in  the  number  of  members  assigned 
to  the  Central  Committee  in  comparison  to  the 
number  assigned  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
by  the  Central  Committee  in  their  Bill. 

I  fear  that  the  writer  and  other  plain  people  like 
her  (to  use  her  own  words)  are  rather  devoid  of 
understanding,  or  are  pleased  to  put  truth  in  the 
backgroimd  in  order  to  emphasise  their  own  point 
of  view.  As  a  fairminded  woman  and  a  member 
of  the  College  I  protest  against  the  writer's 
reference  to  the  methods  of  the  Council  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  as  being  "slim." 

Perhaps  "A  Lifelong  Registrationist "  will 
explain  exactly  what  she  means  by  this  expression. 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

A  Member  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

[We  feel  sure  "  A  Lifelong  Registrationist  "  in 
hei  reply  will  prove  that  she  has  not  "  put  truth  in 
the  background,"  and  that  she  is  not  "  devoid 
of  understanding." — Ed.] 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hospital  Nurse  :  "  Yesterday  Matron  had  all 
the  staff  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  filling  in  and 
signing  a  huge  form  petitioning  against  the  '  huge 
fee  '  (£2  2S.)  demanded  by  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill,  so  I  gather  from  that  that  the  College  of 
Nursing  has  its  own  secret  workings.  /  did  not 
sign,  and  Matron  was  very  annoyed  with  me. 
Preparations  on  a  large  scale  are  in  full  swing 
for  the  coming  Nurses'  Day.     Poor  Nurses  ! " 

Staff  Nurse  :  "  Not  one  nurse  in  this  hospital 
signed  Miss  Dalton's  inaccurate  Petition.  B.J.N, 
arrived  Justin  time  to  prevent  us  (had  we  wished  to) 
making  fools  of  ourselves.  But  why  are  Matrons 
permitted  to  make  fools  of  us  ?  Surely  our 
Matron  should  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  before  inviting  us  to 
petition  against  a  provision  which  did  not  exist  ! 
I  hear  of  hundreds  of  '  woolly  sheep  '  in  other 
hospitals  who  have  petitioned  against  this  myth. 
The  whole  thing  is  a  got-up  job  to  injure  the  Bill." 

Sick  of  Tyranny  :  "  May,  I  suggest  that  if  the 
College  Matrons  prevent  us  getting  State  Regis- 
tration we  all  go  on  strike  until  we  do  get  it  ?  " 

[We  do  not  think  there  is  any  fear  of  Parliament 
going  back  on  the  Second  Reading  of  our  Bill,  but 
nurses  will  do  well  to  make  themselves  heard. 
The  Training  Schools  have  obstructed  this  reform 
for  fifteen  years  in  the  House  of  Commons — a  very 


scandalous    proceeding    and    further    obstruction 
must  be  met  with  decided  action. — Ed.1 

Irish  Poor  Law  Matron  writes  : — "  I  think  many 
Matrons  who  do  not  approve  of  the  College 
Constitution  have  joined.  I  have  been  invited 
to  do  so  in  these  specious  words  :  '  Oh  !  if  you 
don't  approve,  come  along  and  try  and  put  things 
straight.'  Weak  people  may  do  so,  but  I  feel 
strongly  that  we  shall  do  more  good  standing 
firmly  for  our  principles  outside,  especially  as 
apparently  the  Matrons  have  so  little  power  '  to 
put  things  straight '  with  such  a  powerful  male 
Executive.  That  is  why  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
N. U.T.N.  ;  the  Nurses  form  the  Union  and 
manage  their  own  affairs.  If  nurses  have  to  form 
a  trades  union,  it  is  the  College  Executive  which 
will  have  compelled  them  to  do  so.  Many  nurses 
distrust  it  profoundly." 

C.  B.  M.  :  "  It  is  a  shame  that  only  V.A.D.s 
have  been  publicly  thanked  by  the  Army  Council, 
but  I  suppose  the  old  principle  that  '  good  wine 
needs  no  bush  '  is  applicable  to  the  real  nurses, 
though  they  ought  all  to  have  the  R.R.C.  had  that 
decoration  not  so  depreciated  in  value.  As  long 
as  they  don't  make  them  O.B.E.,  be  thankful." 

Superintendent  :  "I  was  trying  on  hats  and 
had  an  amusing  experience.  A  grey-haired  old 
lady  near  by,  tried  on  a  dozen  gaiish  and  unbecom- 
ing, and  prepared  to  depart  without  making  a 
selection.  I  overheard  the  following  remark 
from  the  irate  saleswoman  :  '  She  should  wear  a 
poke  bonnet.'  '  Why  don't  you  provide  them,' 
the  ancient  dame  replied,  who  also  overheard  the 
remark." 

[Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  getting  a  becom- 
ing hat  for  the  old  in  these  days.  Mde.  Mills, 
296,  Regent  Street,  seems  to  provide  hats  to  suit 
all  ages.     She  also  has  attractive  bonnets. — Ed.] 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

May  loth. — State  what  you  know  about  Para- 
sitic Worms  of  the  Intestines.  How  are  they 
treated  ? 

May  ijth. — ^Mention  drugs  which  may  produce 
rashes,  and  describe  the  rashes. 

May  24/A. — What  is  the  duty  of  a  private  nurse 
who  has  been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  (i) 
scarlet  fever,  (2)  diphtheria,  (3)  mumps  before 
proceeding  to  another  case  ? 

May  315/. — ^What  advice  would  you  give,  as  a 
midwife,  to  a  patient  in  danger  of  losing  her  flow 
of  milk  ?  Supposing  that  she  is  unable  to  feed 
her  infant,  what  alternative  feeding  would  you 
suggest  ? 

OUR    ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and  to 
recommend  them  to  your  friends.  They  are  all 
fir-st-class  firms. 
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The  Midwife. 


QUEEN     CHARLOTTE'S     HOSPITAL. 

One  of  the  most  famous  maternity  hospitals, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  famous  training  schools 
for  midwives  and  maternity  nurses,  is  Queen 
Charlotte's  Hospital,  in  the  Marylebone  Road, 
London,  W.,  which  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the 
hospital,  on  May  ist.  Major  Sir  Samuel  Scott, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  presided,  and  mentioned  the  serious 
handicap  the  hospital  had  experienced  owing  to 
the  war.  The  income  from  legacies  had  experi- 
enced a  sensational  fall.  In  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding the  war,  their  average  income  from  legacies 
had  been  ;^2,5i2,  and  during  the  five  years  of  the 
war  only  £^2^,  had  been  received  from  this  source, 
and  their  account  at  the  bank  was  overdrawn  to 
the  extent  of  ;^io,ooo. 

The  hospital  has  done  excellent  work  for  the 
wives  of  soldiers  and  sailors  during  the  war,  and 
291  were  received  into  'the  hospital  during  the  past 
year,  while  839  had  been  attended  in  their  homes. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  recognized 
the  work  done  by  the  hospital,  by  making  grants 
to  its  Ante-Natal  Department  and  the  Infant 
Consultation  Centre,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
public  also  will  support  the  fine  work  of  this 
charity  to   an   increasing  extent. 


CLAPHAM     MATERNITY    HOSPITAL. 

Annual    Meeting. 

It  must  be  a  peculiar  pleasure  to  those  who 
found  a  great  institution  (great  in  the  best  sense) 
on  a  small  and  unpretentious  scale,  to  watch  it 
grow  into  the  building  of  their  dreams.  Dr.  Annie 
McCall  and  Miss  Ritchie,  who  founded  this  excel- 
lent training  school  and  maternity  hospital  in  1889 
must  experience  a  thrill  of  happy  satisfaction  as 
each  annual  meeting  comes  round,  bringing  with 
it^a  rich  increase  in  good  work  done  at  41,  Jeffreys 
Road,  Clap  ham. 

On  May  6th,  the  thirtieth  annual  meeting  took 
place,  and  the  visitor,  who  had  not  seen  the 
hospital  for  some  few  years,  was  amazed  at  its 
growth  and  completeness.  It  was,  in  fact,  beyond 
recognition.  It  is  now  a  handsome  block  of  new 
buildings,  consisting  of  twelve  maternity  wards, 
and  three  labour  wards.  The  chief  feature  is  that 
it  has  always  maintained  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  founded,  namely,  "  for  the  accommodation 
of  patients  of  the  poorer  classes  who  desire  to  be 
attended  by  doctors  of  their  own  sex."  The  staff 
consists  of  Dr.  Annie  McCal),  who  is  the  director 
and  visiting  physician  and  lecturer  ;  Dr.  Mary 
Smith,  hon.  consulting  physician  ;  and  Dr.  Janet 
Turnbull,  resident  assistant  physician.  The 
examiners  are  Dr.  M.  Smith,  Dr.  Caroline  Sturge, 
and  Dr.  Turle  Saint.     The  chair  was  occupied  by 


Dr  Helen  Webb,  who  made  an  earnest  appeal  for 
more  subscribers.  In  proposing  the  adoption  of 
the  report.  Dr.  Saint  reminded  the  audience  that 
she  was  trained  at  the  hospital,  of  which  she  was 
very  proud,  and  expressed  her  gratitude  to  the 
founders,  and  spoke  with  earnestness  of  the  great 
moral  and  spiritual  influence,  which,  she  says, 
permeates  the  hospital ;  she  referred  regretfully 
to  the  tactlessness  and  lack  of  imagination  that 
she  had  observed  in  some  nurses,  in  some  hospitals; 
not  in  that  hospital,  she  was  careful  to  add — nuises 
who  made  remarks  that  gave  pain  to  the  patients. 

Dr.  A.  McCall  informed  the  audience  that  it 
had  been  decided  not  to  allow  visitors  to  enter  the 
wards.  This  precautionary  measure  had  been 
adopted  during  the  influenza  epidemic  with  excel- 
lent results  to  the  mothers,and  had  been  continued. 
We  ourselves  applaud  the  decision  as  being  a 
distinct  advantage  to  the  patients.  Permission 
was  given,  however,  to  look  at  the  mothers  and 
sweet  babes  through  the  glass  portion  of  the  door. 
Bright  and  charming  the  wards  looked,  gay  with 
flowers  (especially  the  human  flowers  !)  and  red- 
and-white  bed  quilts.  A  great  deal  of  use  is  made 
of  the  roof,  where  the  babies  lie  in  their  cots  when 
the  weather  permits. 

After  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks,  proposed  by  Dr. 
Sturge  and  seconded  by  Miss  Ritchie,  had  been 
carried  with  acclamation  for  the  chairman,  the 
guests  were  hospitably  entertained  to  a  generous 
tea.  B.  K. 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVES    BOARD    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

Examination  Paper. 
The  following  are  the  questions  set  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  at  the 
examination  of  the  Board  held  simultaneously  in 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow  and  Dundee,  on  April  28th 
and  29th  : — 

1.  Give  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  an  abortion, 
and  state  the  risks  to  the  woman. 

2.  How  do  you  make  whey  ?  Why  is  it  some- 
times desirable  to  use  it  in  the  feeding  of  the  baby  ? 

3.  Describe  the  treatment  you  would  adopt  in 
a  case  of  severe  postpaitum  haemorrhage 

4  Describe  the  symptoms  which  usually  precede 
an  attack  of  eclampsia,  and  give  the  treatment. 

5.  A  woman,  pregnant  two  or  three  months, 
complains  of  pain  and  inability  to  pass  urine^ 
What  do  you  think  may  be  wrong  ?  How  should 
she  be  treated  ? 

6.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  midwife,  according 
to  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  if 
she  has  been  in  attendance  upon  a  patient  suffering 
fiom  puerperal  fever,  or  from  any  other  illness 
supposed  to  be  infectious  ? 
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THE     HOMECOMING     OF     EDITH     CAVELL. 

On  October  i2th,   1915,  in  the  cold  light  of 

•dawn,  a  British  nurse  faced  the  loaded  rifles  of 
a  firing  party  6f  German  soldiers  in  the  Tir- 
National,  on  the  North-Eastern  outskirts  of 
Brussels,    then  a  volley,   and   the  brave  spirit 

•of  Edith  Cavell — brave  to  the  last,  as  testified 
by  the  German  chaplain  who  was  with  her  at 
the  end — was  released  from  the  confines  of  a 

•German  prison,  and  passed  to  the  life  beyond. 
In  the  sordid  environment  of  a  prison  yard  her 
body  was  buried  in  the  clothes  in  which  she 
fell,  pierced  throug-h  the  heart  by  German 
bullets,    and   that  apparently   was   the  end — a 

•dishonoured  grave  in  a  foreign  land  in  the 
occupation  of  an  implacable  foe. 

But  the   British  nation   has  prepared  a  dif- 

:ferent  burial  for  the  woJiian  whose  death  stirred 
the  world  more  profoundly  than  that  of  any  of 

-its  many  sons  and  daughters  who  perished  in 
the  great  war  ;  and  on  March  17th  last  her  body 
was  exhumed,  and  in  a  little  chamber  draped 
with  Belgian  Flags  it  has  rested  in  all  honour, 
awaiting  removal  to  England. 

On  Tuesday  last,  with  military  honours,  the 
first  stage  of  the  long  journey  was  accom- 
plished. In  the  station  hall,  at  the  Gare  du 
Nord,  a  halt  was  made  while  a  short  service 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  S.  Gahan — the 
British  Chaplain  in  Brussels  who  was  with 
Edith  Cavell  shortly  before  her  execution — and 
the  coffin  was  then  entrained  in  a  mortuary  van 

.for   Ostend,    accompanied    by   the    sisters   and 

.brother-in-law  of  the  deceased  nurse,  and  by 
a   doctor   and    nurses    representing   the    Ecole 

-Beige  d'lnfirmi^res  Diplomees  of  Brussels. 

At  Ostend  it  was  placed  on  a  British  warship, 
and  arrived  at  Dover  on  Wednesday  evening, 
where  it  was  handed  over  to  the  naval  and 
military   authorities.      At   the   pier  entrance   it 

Awas    met   by   the    Mayor   and    Corporation   of 


Dover,  and — escorted  by  a  naval,  military,  and 
civic  procession,  the  pall  bearers  being  Army 
nurses  and  members  of  the  W.A.A.C., 
W.R.N.S.,  and  W.R.A.F.— passed  along  the 
route,  lined  with  sympathetic  and  reverent 
spectators,  to  the  station,  where  the  body 
-rested  for  the  night  in  a  chapelle  ardente 
specially  prepared  to  receive  it. 

On  Thursday,  May  15th,  a  special  train 
leaves  Dover  at  7.30  a.m.,  in  which  a  draped 
saloon  has  been  provided  for  the  coffin.  It  is 
timed  to  arrive  at  Victoria  at  11.25  a.m.,  and 
here  the  body  will  be  placed  on  a  gun-carriage, 
and  a  military  procession  formed,  with  an 
escort  of  100  of  all  ranks,  accompanied  by  the 
bands  of  the  Welsh  and  the  Coldstream 
Guards.  So  the  body  of  Edith  Cavell  will  be 
received  by  the  clergy  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
where  those  to  whom  the  nation  desires  to 
render  special  homage  are  commemorated,  and 
will  rest  for  a  while  on  a  catafalque  in  the  nave 
during  the  memorial  service,  which  will  be  fully 
choral.  The  occasion  will  be  one  of  great  his- 
torical interest,  and  only  a  small  proportion  of 
the  nurses  who  desire  to  be  present  will  be  able 
to  secure  seats  in  the  Abbey,  where  every 
corner  will,  we  may  be  sure,  be  crowded  to  its 
utmost  limits. 

The  long  journey  will  not  end  until  Norwich 
is  reached,  where  at  5.30  p.m.  a  committal 
service,  which  will  be  fully  choral,  will  be  held. 
There  will  be  present,  in  addition  to  the  rela- 
tives, Sir  Richard  Temple,  Chairman,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Edith  Cavell  Homes  for 
Nurses,  representatives  of  the  Anglo-Belgian 
Union,  M.  Gaston  de  Laval  representing  the 
Belgian  Minister,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Norwich, 
and  others.  So,  at  last,  the  body  of  Edith 
Cavell  will  be  laid  to  rest  in  English  soil,  in  the 
quiet  precincts  of  the  Cathedral  where  she  so 
often  worshipped,  and  gained  fortitude  and 
strength  for  the  difficult  tasks  which  lay  before 
her  in  the  unknown  future. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

STATE  WHAT  YOU   KNOW  ABOUT  PARASITIC  WORMS 
OF   THE   INTESTINES.      HOW    ARE   THEY   TREATED? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Elsie  Dickson,  Dreadnought 
Hospital,  Greenwich,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  parasitic  worms 
which  invade  the  human  ahmentary  canal. 

Cestodes,  or  tapeworm,  varieties  of  which 
are  taenia  solium,  taenia  saginata,  dibothrio- 
cephalus  latus. 

Haematoda,  or  round  worms,  comprise  ascaris 
lumbricoides,  oxyuris  vermicularis,  tricho- 
cephalus  dispar,  ankylostoma  duodenak. 

The  taenia  solium  and  taenia  saginata  are  the 
most  common  varieties  affecting  man,  the  first 
being  the  pork  tapeworm,  and  the  latter  the 
cattle  tapeworm.  The  worm  in  the  adult  stage 
consists  of  a  head,  narrow  neck,  and  a  number 
of  segments ;  the  head  is  about  the  size  of  a  pin's 
head,  and  armed  with  suckers  and  a  double 
row  of  hooklets,  whereby  it  attaches  itself  to 
the  intestines,  either  duodenum  or  jejunum. 
The  worm  resembles  jointed  tape,  and  may  be 
ten  feet  long.  The  segments  contain  male  and 
female  elements,  which,  as  they  become 
mature,  are  cast  off ;  these  are  swallowed  by 
pig  or  cattle,  the  shells  of  the  ova  are  dissolved, 
and  the  embryo  escape,  boring  into  the  alimen- 
tary canal  and  settling  in  muscle  or  other 
organs,  where  they  develop  into  larvae  or 
cysticerci,  called  measles  or  bladder  worms. 
This  worm  becomes  mature  in  four  months, 
therefore  if  measly  piork  or  beef  insufficiently 
cooked  is  eaten  by  man,  the  head  of  the  worm 
attaches  itself  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
intestines,  and  tapeworm,  with  segments,  is 
developed.  The  presence  of  the  worm  may 
cause  no  symptoms  at  all,  but  in  most  cases 
disagreeable  sensations  in  the  abdomen  are  felt, 
with  gnawing  and  colicky  pains,  irregularity  of 
the  bowels,  and  deficient  or  voracious  appetite ; 
itching  at  the  nose  or  at  the  anus,  salivation 
and  vomiting  occur.  More  remote  symptoms 
are  giddiness,  faintness,  languor,  with  head- 
ache and  mental  disturbance. 

Dibothriocephalus  latus,  the  laval  form,  is 
found  in  certain  fresh-water  fish,  chiefly  pike 
and  eel-pont.  The  mature  worm  is  broad,  of 
yellowish  brown  colour,  from  two  to  ten  yards 
in  length.  In  contrast  with  the  taenia,  this 
worm  produces  an  anaemia  which  cannot  be 
cured  until  the  parasite  is  destroyed. 

Ascaris  lumbricoides,  or  round  worm,  in 
shape  or  general  appearance  resembles  a 
garden  worm ;  it  is  pink,  cylindrical,  tapering 
at  each  end.     These  worms  inhabit  the  small 


intestines,  where  they  may  be  passed  per  anum,. 
or  may  reach  the  stomach  and  be  vomited ;  they 
have  also  been  found  blocking  the  common  bile 
duct,  glottis,  or  nasal  passages,  and  occasion- 
ally occur  in  abscesses  in  the  groin.  The 
symptoms  resemble  those  of  tapeworm,  but  this 
parasite  may  lead  to  more  serious  trouble  as 
jaundice  by  obstructing  bile  duct,  suffocatioa 
by  entering  the  larynx ;  they  have  been  known 
to  form  a  convoluted  mass  in  intestines  enough, 
to  cause  intestinal  obstruction. 

Oxyuris  vermicularis  is  a  threadworm,  much 
smaller  than  the  preceding  species.  The  adult 
worm  occurs  in  large  intestines,  chiefly  ia 
rectum  and  often  caecum ;  they  are  carried 
principally  through  drinking  contaminated 
water.  The  symptoms  are  mainly  local,  the 
chief  being  itching  at  the  anus ;  there  may  also- 
be  irritability  of  bladder,  with  frequent  micturi- 
tion. 

Trichocephalus, dispar  are  small  threadworms 
inhabiting  the  caecum,  but  rarely  give  rise  to 
clinical  symptoms. 

Ankylostoma  duodenale,  a  small  hookworm, 
develops  in  the  small  intestine,  attaching  itself 
to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  duodenum.  It 
causes  a  persistent  anaemia,  which  is  unrelieved 
until  all  worms  are  expelled.  The  treatment  in 
all  cases  consists  in  destroying  the  head  of  the 
parasite  by  drugs. 

For  the  drug  to  have  most  effect  the  patient 
should  have  no  food  after  6  p.m.,  and  take  the 
drug  early  nfext  morning.  The  most  common 
drug  used  is  liquid  extract  of  male  fern  in  dose 
of  3  i  to  3ii>  followed  in  four  hours  by  castor 
oil ;  this  applies  to  tapeworm.  In  cases  of 
roundworm  it  is  the  administration  of  santonin 
ii  gr.  to  vi  gr.,  taken  several  mornings,  fol- 
lowed by  calomel  or  rhubarb  powder.  Jalap, 
scamony,  and  calomel  will  bring  them  away, 
but  to  kill  them  in  situ  this  may  be  effected  by 
astringent  enemata,  such  as  infusion  of 
quassia,  solution  of  alum  or  lime.  This  is 
repeated  two  or  three  times  a  week.  To 
destroy  parasites  in  the  caecum  give  saline 
purge  frequently,  or  doses  of  infusion  of 
gentian.  The  itching  at  the  anus  is  relieved  by 
application  of  unguentum  hydrargyri.  Every 
evacuation  must  be  thoroughly  examined,  nnd 
treatment  continued  until  one  is  satisfied  that 
the  head  of  the  parasite  is  expelled. 

HONOURABLR   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable- 
mention  : — Miss  Catherine  Wright,  Miss  K. 
Dinsley,  Miss  E.  G.  Walford,  Mrs.  Farthing^. 
Miss  R.  E.  S.  Cox. 

QUESTION   FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

Mention  drugs  which  may  produce  rashes,, 
and  describe  the  rashes. 
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INVENTIONS  I  HAVE  SEEN  DURING 
THE  WAR. 


By  Miss  Margaret  Stuart-Xairne,  F.F.N.C. 
(Continued  from  page  311.) 

The  Dakin  and  Carrell  Systems  of  Wound 
Irrigation. — Almost  all  nurses  have  become 
familiar  with  the  Dakin  system  of  continuous 
irrigation  of  septic  wounds  by  the  Dakin  solu- 
tion, containing  lime  and  bicarbonate  of  soda. 
The  Carrell  treatment  is  carried  out  in  the  same 
way,  with  an  ampoule  containing  the  solution 
suspended  above  the  patient's  bed,  and  a 
system  of  tubing  leading  to  the  wounds  requir- 
ing irrigation.  The  flow  through  the  tubing 
is  controlled  by  a  clip,  which  is  opened  at 
intervals,  or  so  adjusted  that  the  solution  flows 
through  in  very  small  quantities  continuously. 
One  of  the  inconveniences  attached  to  the  treat- 
ment is  the  fact  that  the  beds  are  apt  to  become 
inundated  in  spite  of  mackintosh  protections. 

I  saw  this  difficulty  coped  with  in  a  large 
hospital  in  Paris,  where  the  Carrell  treatment 
was  carried  out  with  great  success.  In  the  bed 
of  each  patient  a  tray,  with  fairly  high  sides, 
large  enough  to  reach  from  one  side  of  the  bed 
to  the  other,  was  placed  under  the  area  to  be 
irrigated.  On  top  of  this  was  placed  a  square 
or  oblong  air-cushion,  made  with  several  holes, 
to  permit  fluid  to  run  through  into  the  tray 
underneath,  the  whole  contrivance  being 
covered  with  a  draw-sheet.  At  stated  intervals 
the  patient  was  lifted  up  by  nurses  or  orderlies, 
the  tray  withdrawn,  emptied  into  a  pail,  and 
rinsed,  the  cushion  sponged  with  disinfectant, 
and  the  draw-sheet  changed.  This  perform- 
ance took  place  with  remarkable  dexterity  and 
quickness,  with  the  minimum  of  discomfort  to 
the  patient.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  carry 
out  the  treatment  with  very  little  dressing  on 
the  wounds,  thick  packing  being  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  inadvisable.  These  patients  had 
merely  a  slight  gauze  dressing,  held  in  position 
by  a  sterilised  pad,  which  was  safety-pinned 
over,  and  had  no  bandages  whatever. 

Blake's  Splints. — These  were  very  much  used 
during  the  war  in  France,  some  ambulances 
being  actually  installed  to  deal  with  fractures 
alone  by  the  Blake  method.  This  consists  of 
an  arrangement  of  scaffolding  and  pulleys  and 
sandbags,  by  means  of  which  fractures  were 
kept  in  position  whilst  swinging  free  of  the  bed. 
Many  advantages  were  gained  by  this  method, 
amongst  them  being  the  difference  in  comfort 
to  the  patient,  and  the  ease  with  which  the  beds 
could  be  made.  In  some  cases  the  patient  was 
even  able  to  stand  or  sit  out  bv  the  side  of  his 


bed   to   have  it  made,   without  any  difference 
taking  place  in  the  pull  on  his  splint. 

The  Amhrine  Treatment  for  Burns. — This  is 
a  wonderful  discovery,  which  was  made  more 
than  a  dozen  years  ago,  and  came  into  its  own 
during  the  war.  Splendid  work  was  done  with 
it  in  the  treatment  of  extensive  and  superficial 
burns  on  gassed  soldiers,  as  well  as  burns  from 
different  causes  on  civilians.  Ambrine  is  a  wax- 
like substance  which  is  melted  down,  and 
painted  on  the  burned  surface  with  an  ordinary 
small  camelhair  brush.  In  very  serious  cases 
it  is  sprayed  on  instead  of  being  painted.  In 
order  to  obtain  the  best  results,  the  treatment " 
must  be  done  very  meticulously. 

The  burn  is  first  gently  irrigated  with  tepid 
boracic  solution  or  sterile  water,  and  the  wet 
surface  is  then  dried,  preferably  with  hot  air. 
(No  m.oisture  whatever  must  he  left,  otherwise 
the  temperature  of  the  water  is  raised  when  the 
hot  ambrine  is  applied,  and  the  burn  is  aggra- 
vated, as  the  ambrine  retains  its  heat  for  a  long 
time.)  A  thin  coating  of  ambrine  is  then 
applied,  and  covered  with  a  layer  of  cotton- 
wool so  thin  that  it  is  transparent.  This,  in 
turn,  is  painted  over  with  ambrine,  which 
hardens  -as  it  is  applied.  No  gauze  is  put  on 
these  dressings,  which  are  finished  off  with 
ordinary  squares  of  absorbent  cotton,  followed 
by  non-absorbent  cotton,  held  in  place  by 
bandages. 

The  amount  of  ambrine  used,  and  also  the 
thickness  of  the  packing,  depend  altogether  on 
the  state  of  the  wound,  and  this  is  a  matter 
which  has  to  he  very  carefully  observed  by  the 
person  who  does  the  dressing.  For  this  reason 
it  is  almost  necessary  for  the  same  person  to 
do  the  same  dressings  each  day,  in  order  to 
remark  any  difference  in  their  condition.  A 
serious  wound  requires  a  substantial  dressing, 
and  a  very  thick  packing,  in  order  to  retain  the 
amibrine  at  a  high  temperature  as  long  as  pos- 
sible ;  a  superficial  wound,  or  one  that  is  almost 
cured,  does  well  with  a  very  slight  dressing. 
Serious  wounds  are  dressed  twice  a  day,  then 
once  a  day,  then  every  two  days,  and  so  on. 

Frequently  a  gas-burn  which  appeared  to  be 
slight  proved  to  be  profound,  and  a  large 
slough  made  its  appearance  after  one  or  two 
applications  of  ambrine.  In  such  a  case  the 
ambrine  was  discontinued,  and  fomentations 
applied  until  the  slough  came  away,  when  the 
ambrine  was  continued  again.  Occasionally  a 
burn  which  seemed  obstinate  in  healing  showed 
a  particular  coloration  after  some  time,  and  for 
such  cases  also  fomentations  were  resorted  to 
until  the  wound  was  considered  to  be  in  a  fit 
state  for  the  re-application  of  the  amibrine.     A 
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good  deal  of  practice  was  necessary  to  detect 
these  variations  in  the  appearance  of  the  burns, 
and  a  careful  and  observant  nurse  could  obtain 
infinitely  better  results  than  one  who  was  less 
particular. 

At  the  hospital  in  Paris  where  I  went  to  see 
this  treatment  carried  out  I  saw  some  won- 
derful cases  apart  from  the  gas-burns  of  the 
soldiers.  One  was  a  workman  who  had  been 
injured  in  an  explosion  in  a  munitions  factory. 
On  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  saw  him  (the 
day  after  his  admission)  his  head  was  swollen 
to  twice  its  natural  size.  His  entire  face  was 
covered  with  an  ambrine  dressing,  the  only 
opening  being  at  the  mouth.  It  was  extraordi- 
nary to  remark  the  ease  with  which  the  dressing 
was  peeled  off,  and  the  fact  that  a  fresh  dress- 
ing could  be  re-applied  with  practically  no  pain 
to  the  patient.  (The  fact  that  these  dressings 
are  almost,  and  sometimes  quite,  painless,  both 
in  application  and  removal,  is  one  of  the  won- 
.derful  features  of  the  ambrine  treatment.) 
After  a  lapse  of  four  days  I  saw  the  patient 
again.  The  swelling  had  practically  dis- 
appeared, and  the  wounds,  with  which  his  face 
was  covered,  appeared  to  be  perfectly  "  clean  " 
— so  different  to  the  aspect  of  burns  dressed  by 
the  usual  methods. 

Another  case  was  a  baby  of  a  few  weeks  old, 
whose  mother  had  upset  some  hot  soup  over  its 
little  back  and  legs.  It  was  really  touching  to 
remark  how  its  screams  of  pain  subsided  as  it 
felt  the  soothing  effect  of  the  ambrine  applica- 
tion, and  it  was  carried  off  looking  quite  con- 
tented, although  fully  a  third  of  its  total  skin 
area  was  swathed  in  wadding  and  bandages. 

The  three  principal  features  of  ambrine  are  : 
its  painlessness ;  the  fact  that  burns  treated  in 
this  way  are  followed  by  very  little,  and  some- 
times no,  scarring ;  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  burnt  tissues  regain  a  healthy  condition. 
*  *  *  *  * 

The  foregoing  notes  do  not  profess  to  be  any- 
thing but  a  rough  resume,  from  memory,  of 
some  of  the  inventions  I  saw  during  the  war. 
I  feel  that  an  apology  is  due  to  the  authors  of 
these  wonderful  discoveries  for  such  a  cursory 
description  of  inventions,  each  of  which  could 
only  be  done  justice  to  in  an  article  to  itself. 


PRESENTATION. 

Mrs.  M.  Friman  and  Miss  A.  Johnston,  of  the 
British  Home  and  Hospital  for  Incurables, 
Streatham,  h?ve  each  been  presented  with  a  silver 
salver  by  the  Board  of  Management  for  their  share 
in  the  care  of  1,230  wounded  soldiers  who  have 
been  nursed  back  to  health  at  the  institution. 


HONOURS  FOR  NURSES. 


The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  Decoration  to  the  under-mentioned 
ladies  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services  in 
connection  with  the  war,  some  of  whom  were 
decorated  at  the  recent  Investiture  : — 
Bar  to  Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 

Miss   M.   L.   Hughes,    Head  Sister,   R.N.   Hospital, 
Plymouth. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 

Miss  C.  C,  Renwick,  Superintending  Sister,  R.N. 
Hospital,  Gibraltar. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 
Second  Class. 

Miss  A.  Chirnside,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  S.  C.  Gubb.  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  C.  R.  Bere,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ;  Miss 
B.  Sandes,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ;  Miss  B.  M. 
Martin,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  I.. 
Hocking,  Nursing  Sister," Q.A.R.N.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.J. 
Roberts,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.;  Miss  D.  G. 
Bryant,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N..S  ;  Miss  E.  J. 
Williams,  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S.  Reserve  ; 
Miss  M.  Symonds,  Nursing'  Sister,  Q.A.R.N.N.S. 
Reserve  ;  Miss  H.  F.  Wells,  Nursing  Sister, 
Q.A.R.N.N.S.  Reserve  ;  Miss  M.  M.  Tolhurst,  Sister, 
R.N.  Hospital,  Hull;  Miss  S.  Smith,  Sister,  R.N. 
Hospital,  Hull ;  Miss  F.  E.  Barnes,  V.A.D.,  Nursing 
Member  in  Charge,  Naval  Base  Hospital,  Poole  ;  Miss 
E.  Edwardes,  Matron,  R.N.  Convalescent  Hospital, 
Malvern ;  Miss  1.  Fyfe,  Matron,  Smiley  Cottage 
Hospital,  Larne ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Skinner,  Head  Sister, 
R.N.  Hospital,  Chatsworth  ;  Miss  K.  Nichols,  Sister- 
in-Charge,  R.N.  Auxiliary  Hospital,  Truro  ;  Miss 
E.  B.  Meeson,  V.A.D.  Nursing  Member,  R.N.  Hospital, 
Chatham  ;  Miss  M.  Marshall,  V.A.D.  Nursing  Member, 
R.N.  Hospital,  Granton  ;  Miss  L.  A.  Brooks,  Sister, 
S.  John  V.A.D.  Hospital,  Hull ;  Mrs.  B.  B.  Atkinson, 
Acting  Nursing  Commandant,  St.  John  V.A.D.  Hos- 
pital,   Hull. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Sister  Helen  Hansen,  Sister  Leonora  Herrington, 
Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 
Sister  Evelyn  Luard,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Mary 
Coulson,  Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service ;  Matrons 
Helena  Dulmago,  Jean  Caraeron-Smith,  and  Nella 
Wilson,  and  Sister  Martha  McBride. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Second  Class.. 

Queen  Alexandra' s  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. — Sister  Jean  Buckham,  Sister  Helen  Cameron, 
Sister  Louise  Tabor,  Staff  Nurse  Dorothy  Botting, 
and  Staff  Nurse  Margaret  Phee. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Eliza 
Moseley,  Sister  Ellen  Hall,  and  Sister  Ada  Murgatroyd. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. — Matron  Henrietta  Barry, 
Assistant  Matron  Ruby  Ingram,  Sister  Rosetta  Nelson, 
and  Miss  Phyliss  Turner. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — -Miss  Mary  Arbuthnot. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Gertrude 
Donkin,  Sister  Edith  Hibbs,  Sister  Sarah  Johnson, 
Sister   Bemadette  -Loneragan,    Sister   Qlive   Mackay, 


May   17,    1919 


ITbe  Brttieb  3ournal  of  Tlursinfl. 


3V 


Sister  Elizabeth  McDougall,  Sister  Ethel  Paynter, 
Sister  Mabel  Reynar,  Sister  Pauline  Rose,  Sister  Mary 
Steele,  Sister  Martha  Stewart,  Sister  Christina  W  atling. 
Sister  Leonie  Whitworth,  Sister  Maude  Wright,  and 
Sister  Charlotte  Younghusband. 

Civil  Hospital  Reserve. — ^Sister  Ellen  Branson. 


Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough 
House  the  members  of  the  Military  Nursing 
Services  who  have  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross  and  the  Military  Medal,  subsequent  to  the 
Investiture. 


ARMY    NURSING    NOTES. 


WAR    GRATUITIES  FOR  MILITARY  NURSES 
SISTERS  TO  BE  GRADED  AS  LIEUTENANTS 

A  Royal  Warrant  has  just  been  issued  granting 
a  new  and  more  generous  rate  of  gratuity  to 
members  of  the  Military  Nursing  Services  in 
recognition   of  their  war  services. 

The  Q. A. I.M.N. S.  (Regular)  have  been  given  a 
war  gratuity  on  the  same  lines  as  regular  officers, 
i.e.,  nurses  below  rank  of  Principal  Matron  get  a 
lieutenant's  gratuity  (/40)  for  the  first  year's  war 
service  and  increments  of  £1  or  ids.  a  month 
(according  to  whether  they  have  served  overseas  or 
only  at  home)  for  each  subsequent  year  or  part  of 
a  year.  Principal  Matrons  are  classed  with 
captains  (;^45),  and  Matrons-in-Chief  with  lieu- 
tenant-colonels (/75),  while  all  receive  the  same 
increments  for  service  subsequent  to  the  first  year. 

The  temporary  nurses  (Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  and 
T.F.N.S.)  now  get  a  more  generous  gratuity  than 
that  previously  provided.  Staff  nurses  get  ;^2o 
for  the  first  year,  Sister  £^0,  and  Matrons  £.\o  ; 
while  all  get  los.  a  month  increment  for  each 
subsequent  year  or  part  of  a  year,  irrespective  of 
whether  their  service  has  been  at  home  or  overseas. 

A  gratuity  has  also  been  given  to  V.A.D.  nurses 
and  assistant  nurses  employed  by  the  War  Office. 
They  are  to  get  ;^io  for  the  first  year,  with  incre- 
ments similar  to  those  for  the  reserve  or  the 
T.F.N.S.  Nurses  who  have  already  drawn  gratui- 
ties at  the  old  rates  may  now  apply  to  the  pay- 
master who  issued  he  original  gratuities 
to  have  them  adjusted  according  to  the  new 
or  may  keep  the  old  in  the  very  few  cases  where 
they  are  more  advantageous. 


The  Royal  Warrant  will  do  much  to  relieve  the 
financial  position  in  which  summarily  demobilised 
nurses  find  themselves,  as  many  have  no  homes, 
and  need  a  long  rest  after  their  arduous  services 
at  home  and  abroad. 

We  regret  to  hear  that  already  nurses  returning 
to  civil  life  are  finding  difficulty  in  obtaining  work 
they  wish  for.  We  have  seen  quite  a  number  who 
naturally  do  not  want  to  "  step  down  "  ;  they 
wish   to  continue  Matrons  or'Bisters,  the  duties  of 


which  particular  offices  they  have  been  performing. 
We  sympathise,  but  are  there  such  posts  vacant 
to  go  round  ?  We  advise  those  nurses  who  are 
really  interested  in  nursing  the  sick  and  in  helping 
to  uplift  social  conditions,  to  qualify  themselves 
for  District  and  Public  Service  Nursing ;  they  will 
then  be  ready  to  do  their  part  when  the  Ministry  of 
Health  is  established. 

Retired  Sisters  to  Wear  Uniform. 

The  King  has  been  pleased,  states  Army  Order 
167,  to  approve  that  the  regulations  under  which 
officers  may  wear  uniform  after  retirement  shall 
be  extended  to  members  of  the  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service,  who  retire  on 
retired  pay.  They  will,  therefore,  be  permitted  to 
wear  uniform  when  re-employed  in  a  military  hos- 
pital, and  when  attending  ceremonials  and  other 
functions  at  which  officers  appear  in  uniform, 
should  they  desire  to  do  so.  Whenever  uniform  is 
worn  by  these  members,  the  distinguishing  letter 
"  R  "  will  be  worn  in  the  corner  of  the  red  cape  on 
right-hand  side. 

Free  Repatriation  for  Nurses. 

An  Army  Council  Instruction  states  that  repatria- 
tion overseas  at  the  public  expense  will  be  granted 
under  the  conditions  applicable  to  officers  as  laid 
down  in  Demobilization  Regulations,  to  nurses  and 
V.A.D. 's  who  proceeded  from  abroad  after  the  out- 
break of  war  ;  also  to  those  who  were  serving  on 
November  11,  1918,  in  hospitals  under  direct 
military  control  on  a  six  months'  or  longer  agree- 
ment. 

Applications  for  passage  must  in  all  cases  be 
made  within  six  months  of  the  termination  of 
service  in  a  military  hospital,  or  in  the  case  of 
those  who  have  already  left  a  military  hospital  for 
six  months  not  later  than  July  31st,  19 19. 

King's  Certificate  on  Discharge  now  Issuable 
TO  Women. 

The  King  has  approved  of  the  extension  of  the 
award  of  the  King's  certificate  on  discharge  and 
the  King's  second  certificate  on  discharge  to 
members  of  nursing  services  and  of  women  forma- 
tions of  the  Imperial  Forces  who  were  enrolled 
under  a  direct  contract  of  *  service  under  the 
Admiralty,  War  Office,  or  Air  Ministry. 

Reverence   for  the  Dead,   Respect  for  the 
Living. 

A  British  officer  in  Mesopotamia  writes  to  th© 
Times  :  "  When  the  accounts  for  the  war  ar© 
settled  and  the  credit  given  to  whom  it  is  due,  a 
very  large  portion  should  go  to  the  nursing  sisters 
who  have  served  in  Mesopotamia.  Surely  no 
women  have  risked  more  than  these  ?  The 
graveyards  tell  their  own  story  of  the  English- 
womem  who  have  shared  the  terrors  of  the  worst 
climate  in  the  world  with  Englishmen.  Troops 
who  have  served  in  this  country  will  bare  their 
heads  in  reverence  to  those  who  have  died  and  in 
respect  for  those  who  survive." 
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NURSING    ECH9BS. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  held  at 
the  offices,  58;  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  Captain 
Sir  Harold  Boulton  presided.  Votes  of  con- 
dolence were  passed  on  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
W.  G.  Rathbone,  who  had  been  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  the  Institute  since  1900,  and  of  Sir 
James  Patton  Macdougall,  who  represented 
the  Scottish  Council  on  the  Council  of  the 
Institute. 

Captain  Sir  Harold  Boulton  was  elected 
Chairman,  and  Sir  William  Cameron  Gull 
Vice-Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Richmond 
was  elected  as  one  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries. 

The  following  letter  was  read  from  the 
Patron,  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  : — 

"  Queen  Alexandra  desires  me  to  thank  you 

for  the  copy  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Council 

'of     Queen     Victoria's     Jubilee     Institute     for 

Nurses,  which  you  have  been  good  enough  to 

forward  for  Her  Majesty's  information. 

"  Her  Majesty  has  read  the  report  with* the 
deepest  interest,  and  she  notes  with  pleasure 
the  steady  progress  which  has  been  made 
during  the  past  year. 

"  Queen  Alexandra  hears  with  satisfaction 
that  both  Government  Departments  and  public 
authorities  are  availing  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  nurses  to  assist  in  the  various 
schemes,  as  Her  Majesty  feels  that  with  the 
Council's  wide  knowledge  of  all  nursing 
matters,  such  co-operation  will  undoubtedly 
prove  of  inestimable  value  in  helping  to  solve 
the  many  difficult  problems  that  must  neces- 
sarily arise  in  connection  with  the  formation 
and  successful  running  of  a  Ministry  of  Health. 

"  Her  Majesty  is  glad  to  know  that  a  scheme 
in  regard  to  future  work  of  County  Associa- 
tions is  under  consideration,  as  she  feels  this  is 
most  important. 

"  Queen  Alexandra  fully  realises  how  great 
has  been  the  strain  put  upon  the  members  of 
every  Nursing  Association  throughout  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales  during  the 
past  four  strenuous  years  of  war,  but  every- 
body has  done  splendidly,  and  Her  Majesty 
warmly  congratulates  the  Council  of  the  Insti- 
tute and  the  Officers  in  the  various  districts 
responsible  for  their  administration,  and  all 
those  associated  with  them,  who  have  worked 
with  such  untiring,  unselfish  devotion,  upon  the 
success  of  their  labours,  which  reflects  the 
highest  credit  on  all  concerned." 

Most  satisfactory  progress  was  reported  in 
all  branches  of  the  Institute's  work,  and  the 
Council    heard    with    much    pleasure    that    the 


recommendation  to  increase  the  Nurses' 
salaries  had  been  very  favourably  received  by 
the  Local  Nursing  Associations. 

Queen's  Nurses  have  made  a  very  honourable 
name  for  themselves  in  the  military  services. 
Those  with  whom  we  have  been  in  close  touch 
for  four  years  as  Sisters  of  the  French  Flag 
Nursing  Corps  have  given  the  most  untiring 
devotion  to  duty,  and  won  golden  opinions 
from  doctors  and  patients. 


Let  us  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
District  Nursing  will  no  longer  be  given  as  a 
charity,  but  form  a  branch  of  a  great  and 
beneficent  State  Nursing  Service.  Things  are 
rapidly  framing  that  way. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heierll,  of  the  "  Hollies," 
West  Norwood,  are  generously  giving  a  new 
Home  to  the  Edith  Cavell  Homes  of  Rest  for 
Nurses.  They  are  arrangmg  for  the  presenta- 
tion to  synchronize  with  the  Funeral  Service  at 
the  Abbey  on  the  15th  inst. 

The  Home  is  situated  in  very  beautiful 
grounds,  which  are  well  supplied  with  fruit 
trees,  and  will  make  an  ideal  place  of  rest, 
while  its  proximity  to.  London  avoids  the  neces- 
sity of  a  long,  tiring  journey  to  and  fro. 

We  hear  nothing  but  praise  of  the  manage- 
ment of  these  Homes  from  nurse  visitors. 


We  have  always  been  in  favour  of  Special 
Hospitals,  or,  where  possible,  special  diseases 
blocks  attached  to  general  hospitals,  and  of  all 
special  hospitals,  those  for  children  are  w-orthy 
of  encouragement.  The  special  care  and 
arrangements  imperative  in  the  treatment  of 
the  young  seldom  receive  adequate  attention 
in  the  general  hospitals;  we  have  "tried 
baith,"  so  speak  from  experience.  The  Chil- 
dren's Hospitals  in  London,  as  in  other  cities, 
are  doing  fine  national  work,  and  when  one 
realises  what  they  accomplish  in  a  year,  it  is 
sad  to  note  how  inadequately  they  are  sup- 
ported. 

At  the  51st  annual  meeting  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital  for  Children,  Hackney  Road,  Mr. 
Joseph  Mellor,  who  presided,  said  that  during 
the  past  year  the  number  of  out-patients  had 
been  53,119,  who  made  a  total  number  of 
attendances  of  107,000.  Owing  to  the  high 
prices  and  increases  of  wages,  the  expenditure 
had  risen  from  ;^i5,733  in  1914  to  ;^2i,709  in 
1918. 

The  hospital  had  saved  the  nation  an  enor- 
mous number  of  children,  but  it  was  now  in  a 
very  difficult  position,   as  they  had  nearly  ex- 
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hausted  their  borrowing  powers.  An  increased 
sum  would  be  required  for  nurses  in  order  that 
their  conditions  of  work  might  be  readjusted 
and  their  remuneration  increased-. 

When  we  have  a  Ministry  of  Health,  with 
first-class  driving  power  at  work,  the  hospitals 
should  be  co-ordinated  and  subsidised  by 
results.  Nursing  would,  of  course,  come  in 
for  consideration  and  encouragement,  and  be 
estimated  at  its  true  value,  and  just  here  the 
'General    Nursing   Council — if   it   is   an    expert 


on  the  "  Lusitania  "  while  returning  from 
America  on  Red  Cross  work,  was  the  wife  of 
the  famous  Dr.  Depage  of  La  Panne.  These 
heroic  women  were  great  friends. 


1           iHfl 

MEDALLION     PORTRAIT    OF    MISS     CAVELL    WITH 

body,  as  proposed  by  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill — will  be  able  to  render  fine  national 
service.  Let  us  hope  the  Government  will  give 
■"  brains  "  a  chance  in  this  connection  ! 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  May  6th  Sir 
Kingsley  Wood  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  representing  the 
Insurance  Commissioners,  whether  he  had 
received  representations  as  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  nursing  service  throughout  the  country ; 
of  the  nursing  service 
throughout  the  country ; 
whether  any  grant  is 
made  to  Insurance  Com- 
mittees for  such  purposes, 
and  whether  any  scheme 
has  been  formulated. 

Major  Astor  replied 
that  grants  from  the  Ex- 
chequer to  Insurance 
Committees  in  aid  of  the 
provision  of  Nursing  Ser- 
vices for  insured  persons 
were  voted  by  Parliament 
just  before  the  outbreak 
of  war.  The  inauguration 
of  these  Services  has  been 
deferred  in  consequence 
of  war  conditions.  The 
question  of  renewing 
those  arrangements,  or 
of  including  them  in  a 
wider  provision  for  the 
whole  community,  is  of 
great  importance  for  the 
health  of  the  people,  and 
is  amongst  the  matters 
that  are  being  carefully 
considered  in  connection 
both  with  possible  de- 
velopments of  Insurance 
Services  and  Health  Ser- 
vices generally,  but  he 
was  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  make  a  statement. 


M.  Olive  Edis 
MADAME    DEPAOE. 


By  kind  permission  of  The  Sphere  we  are 
able  to  reproduce  the  beautiful  medallion  por- 
trait of  Edith  Cavell  and  Marie  Depage.  The 
medallion  in  bronze  is  about  to  be  placed  in 
the  Institute  for  training  nurses  of  which  Miss 
Cavell  would  have  been  directress  had  she 
lived.      Madame  Depage,   who  met  her  death 


THK    HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  has  consented  to  become 
President  of  the  Great  Northern  Central  Hospital, 
Holloway.  The  King,  as  Prince  of  Wales,  held 
this  office  until  his  accession  to  the  throne  and  is 
now  Patron  of  the  Institution. 


There  is  to  be  a  new  American  hospital  in 
London ',  a  meeting  for  promoting  it  will  be 
held  at  an  early  date.  It  has  the  support  of  many 
distinguished  American  and  British  doctors. 
The  Secretary  of  the  hospital  is  Mr.  Philip  Franklin, 
the  eminent  ear  specialist. 
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THIS   SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION' 


CONFERENCE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 

TRAINED  NURSES  IN  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

WORK, 


THE  FUTURE  PARENTS  OF  THE  RACE. 

A  Conference  was  held  at  10,  Orchard  Street  on 
the  1st  inst.,  when  Miss  Mallon,  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  for  West  Ham,  read  a  paper  on  the 
above  subject.  Miss  Alderman,  in  her  opening 
remarks  from  the  chair,  spoke  of  the  wide  area 
which  preventive  work  covers,  stating  that  it 
commences  with  ante-natal  care  and  passes  on  to 
Infant  Welfare  Work,  and  to  the  care  of  School 
Children  ;  filtering  through  each  successive  stage 
we  have  the  problem  of  tuberculosis — a  much 
greater  problem  than  many  people  realise. 

Miss  Mallon  said  that  she  had  to  apologise  for 
having  been  unable  to  complete  her  paper  on 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  and,  because  she 
wished  to  treat  fully  of  this  subject  at  some  later 
date,  she  had  decided  to  take  a  different  subject 
from  that  which  had  been  indicated  as  tl  e  one  on 
which  she  would  speak.  Since  the  Association  of 
Trained  Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work  was  formed 
the  subjects  for  discussion  at  all  its  meetings  had 
centred  mainly  round  Infant  Welfare  Work. 
Trained  nurses  take  it  for  granted  that  this  is  as 
it  ought  to  be.  Qur  national  existence  depends — 
never  more  than  at  the  present  day — upon  this 
very  important  question  ;  but,  to  whatever  state 
of  perfection  you  may  raise  your  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  such  matteis  as  guiding  and  advising  the 
mothers  in  the  Centre  and  in  the  home  and  on  all 
the  numerous  side  issues  which  arise  to  be  con- 
sidered by  them,  are  those  which  bear  the  most 
important  fruit.  You  must  remember  that  it  is 
difficult  to  produce  a  healthy  citizen  from  diseased 
parents,  and  therefore  I  would  like  to  return  to 
a  point  raised  by  Miss  Alderman  at  a  previous 
Conference  when  she  stated  that  it  is  in  the  school 
that  the  questions  of  guidance  and  education  in 
matters  relating  to  hygiene  should  be  given.  It  is 
not  after  a  boy  or  girl  has  left  school  that  he  or  she 
should  learn  of  the  conditions  that  lead  to  disease 
and  how  to  guard  against  such  dangers  The 
school  is  the  place  for  such  education,  and  any 
other  later  system  of  imparting  this  knowledge, 
which  is  absolutely  necessary,  can  only  be  termed 
patchwork. 


I  would  advocate  that  there  should  be  a  trained' 
nurse  for  each  school  to  undertake  such  teaching,, 
and  I  suggest  examinations  in  hygiene  as  a  matter 
of  routine  with  those  in  other  educational  subjects. 
We,  as  Trained  Nurses  and  Public  Health  Workers,, 
must  fully  realise  that,  until  the  public  is  educated, 
and  enlightened  on  this  question,  we  are  handi- 
capped and  cannot  possibly  secure  the  best 
results.     When  we  come  on  the  scene  it  is  too  late. 

I  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  Public  Health 
workers  are  unnecessary'.  My  point  is  this — 
educate  the  future  parents  of  the  race  in  hygiene. 
Let  the  education  come  systematically  like  any 
other  subject  in  the  school.  Then,  when  we  are 
called  upon  in  our  different  capacities  as  Public 
Health  Workers  to  deal  with  and  advise  the  parent 
or  other  meniber  of  the  family,  as  the  case  may  be,, 
we  shall  find  them  more  receptive  You  as  an 
Infant  Welfare  worker  find  at  the  present  time 
that  when  the  child  has  gone  from  your  super- 
vision as  a  healthy  individual,  or  as  healthy  as  is 
possible  under  the  circumstances,  it  enters  the  school 
when  the  time  comes,  to  be  instructed  in  its  turn 
as  its  parents  were  before  it.  As  the  case  now 
stands,  what  happens  ?  From  the  time  when  you 
lose  touch  with  the  mother  or  child,  there  is  a  blank, 
in  many  cases  until  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  enters- 
the  home.  This  should  not  be.  Could  children 
from  entering  on  their  school  life  be  kept  informed 
in  matters  relating  to  their  bodily  health  and  the- 
disease  traps  surrounding  them,  there  would  be 
less  need  for  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor. 

Of  what  good  is  all  the  literature  which  I,  as 
a  T.B.  Nurse,  carry  to  the  home  of  the  consump- 
tive ?  There  is  not  one  item  of  my  instructions- 
which  could  not  easily  have  been  taught  to  the 
parent  as  a  child,  and  I  maintain  knowledge 
gradually  imparted  as  the  child  advances  in  years 
would  certainly  sink  deeper  than  printed 
instructions  left  and  advice  given,  often  to  an 
ailing  and  worried  mother  by  what  she  terms  a 
interfering  official.  Can  you  not  see  in  the  teaching 
given  by  a  School  Nurse  that  which  carried  out 
might  prove  far  more  effective?  than  any  series  of 
visits  from  a  T.B.  Nurse  later  ? 

I  heard  a  remark  made  here  during  a  discussion 
to  this  effect  :  "  It  is  so  difficult  to  get  in  touch 
with  mothers  in  the  first  months  of  pregnancy." 
Why  not  throw  professional  etiquette  to  the  wind* 
and  enlist  the  aid  of  the  School  Nurse  and  T.B. 
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\'isitor  to  put  the  mother  in  touch  with  the  centre  ? 
We  covild  often  do  so,  I  know.  Nurses  as  a  body 
are,  I  beheve,  considered  conservative,  and  we  all 
know  this  is  more  or  less  true.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  has  been  part  of  our  training  to  be  so,  and 
if  we  rerriain  long  enough  in  hospital  we  become 
perfect  specimens.  Now  I  think  this  should  be 
one  of  the  aims  of  this  Association — to  do  away 
with  this  conservatism  which  hinders  progress 
and  reform.  If  we  are  vmited  as  a  body  of 
Trained  Nurses  let  such  co-operation  between 
those  in  different  branches  of  work  be  the  funda- 
mental basis  of  our  efforts  Whatever  other  qualifi- 
cations we  possess  or  whatever  the  position  held, 
we  are  all  working  for  the  common  good.  We 
should  co-operate,  you  in  your  sphere,  I  in  mine, 
and  most  branches  of  Public  Health  work  lead  to 
the  same  goal. 

Discussion  took  place  on  the  training  for  tuber- 
culosis nurses  and  upon  the  relative  value  of  cow's 
and  condensed  milk,  and  the  Conference  closed 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  Mallon  for  her 
interesting  paper. 


A  MOST  REPREHENSIBLE  ACTION. 


The  letter  issued  bv  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  its  nurse  members,  advising 
them  to  ask  Members  of  Parliament  "  not  to 
support  the  Bill,"  evidently  produced  profound 
indignation  upon  the  part  of  the  nurses  who  have 
at  last  got  their  chance  of  legislation,  after  heroic 
and  self-sacrificing  work  in  support  of  Registration. 

Had  we  not  the  order  in  print  before  us,  we 
should  not  have  believed  that  even  the  Council 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  would  have 
perpetrated  so  callous  and  cruel  an  affront  upon 
the  Nuising  Profession  at  large.  Because  its 
own  dangerous  riv^l  measure  was  not  before 
the  House,  and  its  autocratic  amendments  had 
not  been  accepted  when  our  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee, the  College  Council  actually  advised 
nurses  to  deprive  themselves  and  their  colleagues 
of  the  great  measure  of  nursing  reform  which 
Parliament  is  willing  they  should  enjoy  !  Words 
fail  to  express  the  righteous  indignation  such 
an  action  will  inspire  throughout  the  Nursing 
World  at  home,  in  our  self-governing  Dominions, 
and  in  the  United  States.  Such  an  action  proves 
the  dangerously  servile  position  to  which  thousands 
of  nurses  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been 
reduced,  and  how  urgent  is  the  need  for  State 
protection  in  their  case. 


NOTICE     TO     MEMBERS. 

Enquiries  and  comments  have  reached  us  with 
regard  to  the  Report  of  an  interview  with  Miss 
Rundle,  Secretary  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
which  appeared  in  the  Evening  Standard  of  5th 
inst.  Most  of  our  correspondents  appear  to  take 
the  view  that  the  secretary  of  the  College  is  "  doing 
her  bit  "  to  wreck  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  but 


to  those  who  do  inquire  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  assertions  made  in  the  paragraph  our  answer 
need  only  be  a  brief  one — the  statements  reported' 
to  have  been  made  by  Miss  Rundle  are  false. 
Explanations  regarding  them  are  being  demanded 
by  the  Societies  which  they  are  calculated  to  injure 
in  the  eyes  of  the  members  of  Parliament,  the 
Public  and  the  Nurses. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Agnes  Pavey  has  been  appointed  Night 
Sister  at  the  London  Hojmceopathic  Hospital. 
She  trained  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  General  Hos- 
pital and  joined  the  Association  in  1914. 

MARRIAGE. 

Miss  Edith  Marian  Coulson  Parkinson'  was 
recently  married  to  Lieut.  W.  G.  Barnard.  Mrs. 
Barnard  is  a  diplomee  of  the  R.B.N. A.,  and  was 
trained  at  the  London  Temperance  Hospital. 
Her  fellow  members  unite  in  sending  her  all  their 
good  wishes. 

OBITUARY. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  received' 
intimation  of  the  deaths  of  Miss  D.  Consterdine- 
and  Mrs.  E.  Young. 


DONATIONS. 


HELENA     BENEVOLENT     FUND. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks- 
donations  from  the  following  : — Marcus  Bowlan,. 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Miss  Hatgood,  £1  is.  ;  Mrs.  K. 
Glover,  Mrs.  Lyster,  los.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Campbell 
Thomson.  los.  ;  Miss  A.  Cattell,  8s.  6d.  ;  Miss  E. 
Farrington,  7s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Oldham,  4s.  ;  Misses 
E.  Bickerton,  A.  Coote,  E.  Freear,  F.  Garland, 
A.  Hooper,  F.  Jutson,  C.  Mann,  E.  May,  A.  and 
M.  Ro3'd,  Mrs.  Sherliker,  Misses  Stephenson, 
Smith  and  E.  Young,  2s.  6d.  ;  Miss  Bayley,  Mrs. 
Dalton  Holmes  and  Miss  J.  Humphry,  2S.  ;  Misses 
H.  Bryson,  A.  Dorrell,  M.  Dyke,  H.  Fox,  S.  Herley, 
E.  Maclagan,  E.  Palmer,  R.  Potts,  M.  Wethered,. 
is.  6d.  ;  Misses  E.  Ansett,  E.  Aspinall,  Mrs. 
Aylesbury,  Misses  E.  Avers  A.  Bartlett,  M.  Bates,. 
S.  Bath,  E.  Blizard,  A.  Butcher,  M.  Chesham, 
C.  Clarke,  E.  Colver,  M.  Colville,  M.  Douglas,  E. 
Penning,  E.  Ferguson,  L.  Fewkes,  S.  Fidler,  C. 
Fisher,  C.  Ford,  E.  Hanrahan,  L.  Harrison,  E. 
Halter,  B.  Henry,  Mrs.  Henson,  Misses  Hore, 
Maclean,  E.  Milford,  Miller,  Morris,  Ommaney,. 
Palethorpe,  Pardy,  M.  Phelp,  Pike,  W.  Probert,. 
Reeve,  F.  Relph,  S.  Richmond,  Robinson,  C.  Rose. 
Risher,  M.  Saunders,  C.  Seymour,  Shephard,  A. 
Shorter,  M.  Simons,  A.  Sodney,  G.  Stewart,  S, 
Sulivan,  Tabutean,  N.  Whatling,  S.  White,  G, 
Wickham,  Williams,  W^ilson,  is. 

(Signed)     Isabel  Macdonald, 
•  Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 

10,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 
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STATE  REGISTRATION  UP  TO  DATE. 


The  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  drafted  by  the 
Central  Committee,  which  passed  its  Second 
Reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March 
28th,  and  has  passed  through  the  Standing 
Committee,  was  down  for  the  Report  Stage  on 
Friday,  May  9th,  but,  as  we  feared,  it  was  not 
reached,  owing  to  the  fact  that  two  Bills,  one 
of  a  very  contentious  nature,  were  down  ahead 
of  it  for  Second  Reading,  and  the  whole  time 
was  taken  up  by  the  first  Bill,  which  was  talked 
out.  Major  Barnett  has  put  down  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill  for  Report,  for  first  place  on 
June  27th. 

The  galleries  to  which  women  are  admitted 
were  again  crammed,  a  large  number  of  nurses 
and  hospital  officials  being  present. 

A  long  list  of  Amendments  were  down  for 
consideration  :  (i)  by  Major  Barnett,  to  improve 
the  Bill  in  the  nurses'  interests;  (2)  by  indepen- 
dent members,  pushing  the  interests  of  the 
Children's  Hospital  Managers,  and  for  in- 
creased representation  in  Wales ;  (3)  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  whose  representatives 
propose  to  disfranchise,  professionally,  trained 
nurses  on  their  own  Governing  Body  by  sub- 
stituting the  word  "  Person  "  for  "  Nurse," 
so  that  not  one  seat  is  secured  to  the  nurses 
on  either  the  initial  or  permanent  General 
Nursing  Councils — a  scandalous  proposition 
that  should  rouse  even  the  nurse  members 
of  the  College  to  wake  up  if  they  do  not 
wish  to  be  governed  entirely  by  the  laity  and 
hospital  officials.  We  learn  that  Lieut. -Col. 
Raw,  C.M.G. ,  is  no  longer  in  charge  of  the 
College  policy  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
L.  Lyle,  Chairman  of  Queen  Mary's  Hospital 
for  the  East  End,  who  is  naturally  in  sympathy 
with  the  employers'  point  of  view,  having  suc- 
ceeded to  the  somewhat  precarious  position. 
It  was  Mr.  Lyle  who,  in  language  more  forcible 
than  polite,  termed  the  nurses  who  have  pro- 
moted and  paid  for  the  State  Registration  cam- 
paign members  of  "  high-sounding  and  senile 
bodies." 

Presumably  he  considers  the  Nurse  members 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  equally 
"senile,"  as  Section  (11)  of  Clause  5  in  the 
College  Bill,  providing  that  "  of  persons  elected 
by  the  Nurses  on  the  General  Register  to  repre- 
sent England  and  Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively,  five-sixths  shall  be  nurses  on  the 
General  Register,"  has  been  eliminated  from 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Treasurer  of  Guy's 
Hospital  into  the  House  of  Lords.  We  repeat 
not  a  seat  on  the  Governing  Body  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  is  secured  to  the  Nurses. 


If    trained    nurses    permit    this    job — senile 
they    are — and    senile    they    must    be    written 
down.     Anyway,  the  State  Registrationists  are 
out  to  expose  this  dangerous  omission. 
A  MEETING  OF  PROTEST. 

A  Public  Meeting  to  Protest  against  the  pro- 
fessional disfranchisement  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession, as  provided  in  the  College  Bill  now 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  will  be  held  on 
Friday,  May  23rd,  at  the  Medical  Society's 
Rooms,  II,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  at  5  p.m.,  when  strong  Resolutions  will 
be  proposed  for  the  enlightenment  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  public  on  this  serious  situation — 
which,  let  us  hope,  may  prevent  any  chance  of 
the  success  of  such  unprincipled  legislation. 

The  Meeting  will  be  free  to  nurses,  and  we 
hope  they  will  show  that  they  realise  the  danger 
of  the  situation  by  attending  in  large  numbers, 
and  proving  they  are  not  so  "  senile  "  as  they 
are  imagined  to  be. 

We  hope  the  College  Matrons  will  attend, 
and  prove  to  the  rank  and  file  that  they  are  not 
supporting  this  attack  on  their  liberty  and  pro- 
fessional rights.  Otherwise  they  must.be  held 
responsible  for  the  betrayal  of  the  Nurses. 

STATE     REGISTRATION     IN     THE      HOUSE 
OF     LORDS. 

Viscount  Gosdhen,  the  Treasurer  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  has  introduced  a  Nurses'  Registra- 
tion Bill  drafted  by  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  it  is  down 
for  secoind  reading  on  Tuesday,  May  27th. 

Lord  Ampthill,  with  his  usual  chivalry,  will 
move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  as  the  Bill  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  has  passed 
through  Committee,  incorporating  Amend- 
ments made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  framed 
upon,  and  is  almost  identical  with,  the  Bill 
passed  by  the  House  of  Lords  without  a  Divi- 
sion in  1908. 

Lord  Goschen's  Bill  (i)  deprives  the  Nurses 
of  Security  of  Representation  on  their  own 
Governing  Body ;  (2)  tries  to  have  adopted  by 
the  Lords,  Amendments  repealed  or  withdrawn 
in  Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons — i.e., 
the  incorporation  of  a  General  Nursing  Council 
largely  represeatative  of  the  laity;  (3)  that 
the  College  Register  should  be  incorporated 
as  the  State  Register ;  and  (4)  by  reducing 
the  registration  fee  to  ;^i  is.,  making 
self-government  financially  unsound — and  im- 
possible— so  that  the  work  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  must  either  come  upon 
the  rates,  like  the  Midwives  Act,  or  appeal 
to  charity  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Nurses'    Registration    Act.       It    presents    the 
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T^'urses  in  forma  pauperis — a  degradation  they 
are  determined  to  resist. 

Trained  Nurses  owe  Lord  Ampt'hiill  a  deep 
<lebt  of  gratitude  for  again  coming  forward  as 
the  champion  of  their  professional  liberties,  and 
we  hope  they  will  show  their  gratitude  by  pre- 
senting their  case  to  members  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 


RULE    OR    WRECK. 


THE  COLLEGE  COUNCIL  INVITES  ITS 
MEMBERS  TO  WRECK  THE  NURSES* 
REGISTRATION     BILL. 

It  is  a  relief  that  the  College  of  Nursing  has 
removed  its  mask  and  is  no  longer  pretending  to 
help  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  as  the  battle 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
can  now  be  fought  out  before  Parliament  without 
further  camouflage. 

State  Registration  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  a 
•straight  issue  between  a  body  of  exploited  women 
Avorkers  and  their  uncontrolled  employers. 

The  Central  Committee's  Bill  is  the  workers' 
Bill,  and  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill  is  the 
Employers'  Bill. 

Now  we  know  where  we  stand.     Gloves  oft  ! 

The  Council  of  the  College  did  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Nurses'  Bill,  because  it  is 
pledged  up  to  the  hilt,  and  much  against  the 
inclinations  of  its  Anti- Registration  promoters, 
to  the  principle  of  State  Registration,  and  its 
•officials  knew  well  that  its  flimsy  structure  would 
collapse  in  ruins  if  it  attempted  to  oppose  it. 
Moreover,  as  the  Central  Committee  had  converted 
the  country  and  Parliament  to  the  principle  of 
State  Registration,  as  proved  on  March  28th,  the 
College  would  have  proved  its  absolute  futility 
had  it  attempted  to  wreck  the  Bill  at  that  stage. 

In  Committee — the  College  had  the  audacity 
to  attempt  to  have  its  own  autocratic  Provisional 
-General  Nursing  Council  (which  did  not  secure 
the  nomination  of  one  trained  nurse  upon  it)  substi- 
tuted for  that  approved  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee— it  also  attempted  to  have  its  own  Volun- 
tary Register  incorporated  as  the  State  Register — 
and  forthwith  to  appeal  to  that  constituency  to 
elect  the  Council,  disfranchising  professionally 
the  50,006  nurses  who  will  never  join  the  College 
and  who  have  a  right  to  elect  their  own  repre- 
sentative Governing  Body.  In  all  its  attempts  to 
filch  from  the  State  Registrationists  privileges 
which  their  Bill  secured  to  the  nursing  piofession 
at  large  the  College  failed  as  it  deserved  to  fail. 
To  attempt  to  reap  the  results  of  the  labour  of 
others  is  not  in  our  opinion  playing  the  game. 

In  spite  of  this  inexcusable  policy  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  College  did  his  best  for  it,  and  it 
was  very  well  treated  in  a  Conference  in  the  Com- 
mittee Stage,  when  its  representation  on  the 
-Council  was  doubled  from  two  to  four,  being 
placed  on  the  same  basis  as  the  Royal  Corpora- 
tion,   the     Royal    British    Nurses'    Association, 


whilst  all  the  pioneer  organisations  of  Nurses  most 
generously  agreed  to  one  representative  each. 
Generous  indeed,  when  we  realise  that  these 
organisations  and  their  professional  organ.  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing,  have  expended 
some  ;^20,ooo  in  hard  cash,  not  counting  the 
devoted  voluntary  labour  of  their  members,  whilst 
the  College  campaign  has  apparently  been,  and  is 
to  continue  to  be,  supported  on  charitable  doles 
which  are  oftensive  in  the  highest  degree  to  profes- 
sional women  who  desire  to  be  self-supporting. 
As  the  Nurses'  Bill  left  the  Standing  Committee, 
it  had  been  amended  by  experienced  Parlia- 
mentarians with  the  consent  of  the  Government 
who  are  fully  aware  that  to  get  any  Bill  through 
Parliament  in  these  days  concessions  must  be 
made.  But  in  the  abstract  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  dealt  in  a  masterly 
manner  with  the  constitution  of  the  Nursing 
Council,  laying  down  a  few  fundamental  principles 
providing  for  national  representation,  and  giving 
the  nurses  the  controlling  vote  on  their  own 
Governing  Body,  and  granting  Clause  after  Clause 
without  alteration.  All  sincere  registrationists 
are  thankful  for  the  Bill  as  amended  so  far,  as 
they  realise  that  with  a  few  more  amendments, 
with  good  faith  and  constructive  ability  the 
organisation  of  the  Nursing  Profession  can  be 
effected  on  sound  democratic  lines.  No  doubt 
the  College  Council  realises  this  as  well,  but  the 
very  last  thing  its  autocratic  promoters  desire  is 
to  permit  any  such  freedom  of  action  to  a  class 
of  women  hitherto  often  treated  and  controlled  in 
hospitals  like  charity  children,  and  who  in  their 
docile  and  unquestioning  attitude  often  behave  as 
such.  And  this  brings  us  to  the  active  policy  of 
the  College  in  its  frantic  attempts  to  wreck  the 
Nurses'  Registration- Bill. 

1.  We  have  reported  the  unjustifiable  attacks 
by  the  College  Matrons  on  their  colleagues  asso- 
ciated in  the  Matrons'  Council,  because,  after 
twenty-five  years'  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  it  is  to  be  rightly  accorded  representation 
in  the  Bill  on  the  initial  Nursing  Council.  How 
hastily  the  Matrons  of  St.  Thomas'  and  the  Royal 
Free  Hospitals  are  forming  a  rival  Matrons' 
Association,  which  without  having  done  a  stroke  of 
work  or  paid  a  penny  for  nursing  organisation, 
is  out  to  claim  representation.  What  for  ? 
Those  Matrons,  many  of  whom  have  stood  aside  for 
years  signing  every  anti-registration  Manifesto,  can- 
not claim  that  the  protection  of  the  pubhc  from 
bogus  or  inefficient  nursing  has  disturbed  their  sleep 
o'  nights  !  Besides,  all  these  Matrons  are  members 
of  the  College,  and  have  ample  representation 
through  their  four  seats  accorded  to  them  on  the 
Council  in  the  Bill. 

2.  We  also  reported  the  issue  of  a  misleading 
Petition  by  Miss  Dalton,  a  matron  member  of  the 
College.  She  invited  nurses  to  sign  against  a 
£i  3s.  registration  fee  in  the  time  of  grace,  which 
was  not  in  the  Bill,  or  recommended  by  the 
Standing  Committee,  which  proves  how  dangerous 
it  is  for  nurses  to  sign  documents  without  enquiry 
even  if  placed  on  the  Matron's  Board. 
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IMITATION,    THE    SINCEREST     FORM 
OF    FLATTERY. 


THE  COLLEGE  OF  NURSINQ, 
AND    V.A.D.'S. 


Be  a  creator,  not  merely  a  creature  and  a  con- 
sumer.— Elbert  Hubbard. 

.It  is  a  tribute  to  the  foresight  of  one  of  the 
pTeatest  pupils  which  the  Nightingale  School  of  St. 
Thorn? s'  Hospital  ever  trained,  that  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  the  foiindation  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  Miss 
Isla  Stewart  as  its  first  Chaiiman,  when  eighty 
Matrons  met  on  May  8th  in  the  Governors'  Hall  of 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital  to  form  an  "  Association  of 
Hospital  Matrons,"  they  could  find  no  better 
objects  than  those  of  the  Matrons'  Council,  three 
of  which  they  adopted  in  their  entirety,  without 
acknowledgment,  as  their  own. 

1.  To  enable  members  to  take  counsel  together 
on  matters  affecting  their  profession. 

2.  To  consider,  and,  if  necessary,  take  action 
upon  legislative  proposals  calculated  to  affect  the 
interests  of  the  nursing  profession. 

3.  To  maintain  the  honour,  and  further  the 
interests  of  the  nursing  profession. 

How  about  beginning  with  No.  3,  and,  by  way 
of  putting  it  into  practice,  instructing  Miss  Cox 
Da  vies,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  new  Association 
to  write  to  Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg,  -President  of  the 
Matrons'  Council,  and  make  due  acknowledgment 
of  having  adopted  its  carefully  considered  pro- 
gramme word  for  word  ? 

Miss  Lloyd  Still,  the  President  of  the  new  Asso- 
ciation, said  it  was  not  intended  to  be  the  rival 
of  any  body  (presumably  the  Matrons'  Council) 
already  in  existence.  How  could  it  be,  when  their 
aims  are  identical  ? 

But  if  the  Matrons  who,  after  opposing  their 
colleagues  who  were  endeavouring  to  perform  a 
public  duty  through  the  Matrons'  Council,  have 
suddenly  realised  that  its  objects  were  right,  they 
would  have  been  more  commendable  had  they 
frankly  owned  their  mistake,  apologised,  and 
applied  for  membership  of  the  Council.  How- 
ever, "  as  imitation  is  the  sincerest  form  of 
flattery,"  no  doubt  the  Matrons'  Council  may  go 
on  its  way  rejoicing. 


MODEL   HOMES   EXHIBITION. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  George  will  open  the  Model  Homes 
Exhibition,  organized  by  the  Daily  Express  and 
the  Sunday  Express,  at  the  Central  Hall,  West- 
minster, on  Monday,  May  19th,  at  twelve  noon, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher  Addison,  M.P. 
{President  of  the  Local  Government  Board), 
will   preside. 

The  Exhibition  will  be  open  from  May  19th  to 
June  14th. 

The  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in  Public 
Health  Work  has  been  granted  i  epresentation 
on  the  Ministry  of  Health  Watching  Council. 


In  the  mendacious  statement  inspired  by  Miss 
Rundle,  the  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Company,  in  her  unworthy  attempt  to  wreck  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  in  complete  ignorance  of  Parliamentary 
procedure,  she  purposely  misled  trained  nurses 
and  the  public  in  the  Evening  Standard  by  daring 
to  speak  of  "  Mrs.  Fenwick's  amendment  to  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  admit  on  the  Register  V.A.D.s." 

The  evident  object  of  this  statement  is  to- 
rouse  the  anger  of  qualified  nurses  and  their 
consequent  opposition  to  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill — an  action  deserving  of  the  utmost  contempt. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  registra- 
tion of  V.A.D.s  it  is* interesting  to  report  state- 
ments made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Company  of 
which  Miss   Rundle  is   Secretary. 

THE     CHAIRMAN     OF     THE     COLLEGE    OF 
NURSING,    LTD.,     AND    THE    V.A.D.'S. 

At  a  Conference  between  the  representatives 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,, 
held  at  83,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.,  on  March  24th,  1916, 
the  Hon.  Arthur  Stanley,  M.P.,  M.V.O.  (now  Sir 
Arthur  Stanley)  in  the  chair.  Miss  Musson  asked,, 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  "  whether  Mr. 
Stanley  proposed  through  the  College  of  Nursing, 
to  lay  down  the  education  of  such  people  as  the 
V.A.D.'S." 

Mr.  Stanley  said  that  "  if  the  Council  itself,, 
acting  on  the  wishes  of 'the  members  of  the 
College,  chose  to  do  that,  it  was  exactly  what  he 
wished  them  to  do,  it  would  be  the  best  possible 
thing." 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Governors'  Hall,  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  on  Friday,  April  7th,  1916,. 
at  which  the  Hon.  Arthur  Stanley  also  presided, 
Mr.  Bonham  Carter,  Secretary  of  the  Nightingale 
Fund,  said  that  "  when  the  question  of  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  came  l3efore  the  world 
twenty  years  ago,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  took 
a  strong  line  against  it.  They  had  not  yet 
agreed  to.  decide  upon  approval  of  the  form  the 
College  was  going  to  take.  They  approved  of 
what  was  originally  proposed  in  the  circular 
Letter,  and  gave  it  their  blegsing,  but  had  not 
since  met  to  discuss  the  matter.  He  wanted  to- 
know  a  little  bit  more  how  the  College  proposed 
to  deal  with  the  ladies  of  whom  they  spoke 
with  bated  breath,  who  bore  the  mystic  letters 
V.A.D.  after  their  names.  They  would  number 
many  thousands,  and  the  College  would  have  to 
deal  with  them." 

Mr.  Stanley  said  he  "  hoped  the  College  would 
have  in  its  own  hands  the  examination,  and 
granting  of  certificates  as  to  all  classes  of  women's- 
work  in  hospitals,  including  V.A.D. 's." 
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MATRON. 

Devonshire  Hospital,  Buxton. — Aliss  M.  G.  Gilkes- 
Robinson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Brentford  Infirmary,  and  has  held  the  position 
of  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Devonshire  Hospital, 
Matron  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Devonport ; 
Assistant  Matron  of  Evington  War  Hospital,  Leicester  ; 
and  Matron  of  a  General  Hospital  in  East  Africa. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Llantwit  Fardre,  nr. 
Pontypridd. — Miss  Edith  Cutter  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Huddersfield  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  has  been  Assistant  Matron  of 
the  Ladywell  Sanatorium,  Salford  ;  Matron  of  the 
Skipton  Isolation  Hospital  ;  Matron  of  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital,  Conway.  She  has  also"  been  on 
active  service  with  the  French  Red  Cross. 

Kent  County  Asylum,  Chartham,  Canterbury. — Miss 
Fanny  Dowson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
has  held  the  position  of  Assistant  Matron  in  the  same 
institution. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. — ^Miss  MargaretM. 
Page  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Derby,  where  she  subse- 
quently held  various  positions  of  responsibility.  She 
has  also  been  Night  Superintendent  at  St.  Mary's  Hos- 
pital, Paddington,  and  has  done  war  work  in  Salonika 
for  the  last  two  and  a-half  years. 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  Sheffi«ld. — -Miss  Nellie 
Horton  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has 
been  Sister  at  the  Birmingham  Hospital  for  Women, 
and  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  and  has  recently  done 
two  years'  mihtary  nursing.  Miss  Horton  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board. 

SISTER. 

Western  Fever  Hospital,  Fulham,  S.W.— Miss  H, 
Holloway  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital' 
London,  and  Miss  Amy  G.  Gill,  trained  at  St.  James 
Infirmary,  Balham,  have  been  appointed  Sisters. 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester.— vMiss  McGowan 
has  been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Children's  Surgical 
Ward.  She  was  trained  at  .the  York  County  Hospital, 
and  there  she  was  Sister.  Miss  McGowan  has  also 
been  Sister  during  the  war  in  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  Reserve. 

QUEEN   VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of  the  following 
to  be  Queen's  Nurses,  to  date  April  ist,  igig  :-^ 

Berryman,  Dinah ;  Evans,  Susie  M.  E. ;  Chalkley, 
Mercy;  Power,  Sarah;  Deakin,  Mabel  E.;  Lawrenson, 
Evelyn;  Molyneux,  Mabel  E.;  Yarde,  Lucy;  Edwards, 
Catherine  H.;  Finney,  Emma  M.;  Glover,  Leah  E.; 
Brennan,  Winifred;  Corrigall,  Rose  E.;  McEwen, 
Elizabeth;  AUfree,  Beatrice;  Davison,  Catherine; 
Hall-Houghton,  Alicia  M. 

Wales. — Jones,  Annie  M . ;  Williams,  Mary. 

Scotland. — Fyfe,  Ethel  E. ;  Mcl-ean,  Mary  H. ; 
Bullock,  Grace  R. ;  Cheyne,  Gladys  M. ;  Hall,  Mary  L.  W. 

Ireland. — Conboy,  Honor;  Farrell,  Lucy;  McKelvey, 
Mary  K. 

I  Can  and  I  Will  are  eousins^dear, 

Who  never  trust  to  luck — * 
I  Can,  the  child  of  Energy  ; 

I  Will,  the  child  of  Pluck. 


The  annual  meetings  of  the  Nurses'  Missionary 
League,  held  on  May  7th  in  the  Vestry  Hall  of 
St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields  formed  a  happy  re-union 
for  many  members  who  had  become  friends  at 
camps  and  other  gatherings,  while  other  nurses 
came  to  this  as  their  first  introduction  to  the 
League.  The  room  was  brightened  by  beautiful 
flowers — a  gift  from  a  nurse  in  the  country — and 
by  three  telling  diagrams  showing  the  progress 
of  missionary  work  and  the  need  for  it.  Welcome 
cups  of  tea  at  all  three  sessions  added  to  the 
social  side  of  the  gatherings,  and  in  the  afternoon, 
Mrs.  Cameron  contributed  three  beautiful  songs — 
"  Firmly  I  Believe  and  Truly,"  "  Mine  Eyes  Have 
Seen  the  Glory  of  the  Coming  of  the  Lord,"  and 
"  Gracious,  Holy  Saviour." 

The  subject  for  the  day  was  "  The  Greatness  of 
Our  Adventure "  ;  in  the  opening  address  on 
"  God's  Idea  of  Greatness,"  Mrs.  A.  LI.  Sturge 
showed  how,  in  the  sight  of  God,  it  is  not  size  or 
numbers  that  matter,  but  spirit  and  life.  The 
common  remark  that  "  so-and-so  has  a  soul  above 
details  "  could  never  have  been  made  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Who  alwa^'^s  gave  attention  to  details 
to  the  small  -courtesies  of  life. 

The  next  speaker.  Miss  A.  C.  Gibson,  urged  the 
necessity  for  a  strong  sense  of  vocation  to  pervade 
every  nurse.  "  A  grave  responsibility,"  she  said 
lies  upon  us  as  nurses  because  others  expect  so 
high  a  standard  from  us.  W^e  have  inherited  a 
great  tradition  and  we  are  sometimes  apt  to  rely 
upon  the  credit  of  those  who  have  gone  before, 
but  it  is  "up  to  "  us  to  carry  on  the  tradition. 
Miss  I.  M.  Hett  (Secretary  of  the  Ranyard  Mission) 
spoke  on  the  openings  for  service  which  lie  before 
the  district  nurse,  especially  in  her  relation  with 
the  mothers  and  her  place  in  the  national  schemes 
for  improved  health,  hygiene  and  sanitation.  The 
morning  closed  with  an  inspiring  address  from 
the  Rev.  H.  R.  L.  Sheppard,  who  spoke  of  two 
possible  alternatives  for  the  future  of  the  world — 
chaos  or  Christ — and  emphasised  the  need  for  the 
reunion  of  the  Christian  churches  and  for  Christians 
to  bring  religion  more  and  more  into  everyday 
life,  to  have  the  pluck  not  to  bow  down  to  the 
ideals  prevalent  in  the  world,  and  to  have  a 
boundless  sympathy  for  the  outcast  and  the 
oppressed. 

The  work  of  the  missionary  nurse  was  vividly 
described  by  Dr.  Jocelyn  Smyly,  and  the  Rev. 
L.  J.  Lock,  R.A.M.C,  who  both  spoke  of  their 
experiences  in  China.  The  former  spoke  of  the 
contrast  between  the  days  when  there  was  no 
trained  nurse  at  his  hospital,  and  the  present 
when  the  nursing  sister  has  trained  a  band  of 
efficient  Chinese  men  nurses.  "  A  doctor  without 
a  nurse  is  a  man  with  one  hand,"  was  Dr.  Smyly's 
description  ;  and  he  urged  as  the  essential  qualifi- 
cations for  a  missionary  nurse  "  get-on-ableness  " 
and  the  fullest  training  possible.  Dr.  Lock 
emphasised  the  tremendous  need,  the  openings 
on   every   side,    the   great   results,   physical  and 
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♦spiritual,  .and  pointed  out  that  the  nurse  at  his 
station  had  broken  down  because  there  was  no 
one  to  help  her.  Miss  M.  V.  Hunter  also  spoke 
on  the  qualifications  for  a  missionarj^  nurse, 
jurging  again  the  need  for  full  professional  training 
and  also  for  "  thought  preparation  "  in  getting 
to  understand  the  point  of  view  of  other  people. 
"  It  is,  however,  personality  that  counts  most  of 
all,"  Miss  Hunter  said,  and  illustrated  this  with 
a  vivid  sketch  of  the  life  of  Sister  St.  Charles, 
the  French  pioneer  worker  on  the  Congo. 

"  Further  Adventure  for  Those  Who  have 
Faced  Danger,"  was;the  title  of  an  address  by- 
Lieut. -Col.  H.  G.  Mackenzie,  D.S.O.,  M.D., 
R.A.M.C.  He  spoke  in  highest  terms  of  the 
work  done  by  nurses  during  the  war,  and  said 
that  all  who  had  been  through  that  experience 
must  have  come  out  changed — with  wider  sym- 
pathies and  clearer  outlook.  He  pleaded  for  all 
nurses  to  realize  the  great  trust  committed  to 
them  through  the  very  expectations  of  their 
patients  ;  and  also  to  try  to  convince  the  world 
of  the  "  healthy-mindedness  "  of  religion.  In 
•concluding.  Dr.  Mackenzie  said  "I  doubt  not 
that  many  doctors  and  nurses  who  have  learned 
rich  lessons  of  endurance  and  fortitude  in  the 
stern  school  of  war  will  ieel  impelled  to  lay  their 
gifts  of  character  and  skill  and  knowledge  at  the 
foot  of  the  Cross.  .  .  We  want  a  new  Eng- 
land and  a  new  world.  In  the  fashioning  of  it, 
-shall  all  hindrances  to  the  establishment  of  the 
"  kingdom  be  swept  away  and  the  highway  cleared 
for  Christ  to  come  and  reign  in  the  hearts  of  men  ?  ' ' 
In  the  evening  the  chair  was  taken  and  the 
closing  address  given  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Peterborough,  who  spoke  on  the  three 
words  in  the  general  subject,  "  The  greatness 
•  •  •  .  adventure" — "our  adventure,"  for 
though  we  are  surrounded  by  a  great  cloud  of 
witnesses,  we  are  on  the  battlefield  for  the  time 
being  and  the  work  is  ours. 

SUMMER    "CAMP"    FOR    NUR5ES. 

The  first  of  the  two  "  camps  "  for  nurses, 
arranged  by  the  Nurses'  Missionary  League, 
begins  on  Friday,  May  30,  and  lasts  till  June  6 
(not  only  till  the  5th,  as  stated  by  mistake  in  the 
printed  leaflets).  It  will  be  held' at  Old  Jordan's 
Hostel,  near  Beaconsfield,  in  the  midst  of  beautiful 
Buckinghamshire  scenery.  Short  meetings  will  be 
held  morning  and  evening,  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  will  be  free  for  walks,  &c.,  so  that 
"  Camp  "  will  be  a  thorough  holiday.  All  parti- 
culars may  be  obtained  from  Miss  J.  Macfee, 
21,  Frognal  Lane,  Hampstead,  London,  N.W.  3. 

APPLIED    PSYCHOLOGY. 

By  invitation  of  the  Bristol  Branch  of  the 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  Capt.  Gordon, 
R.A.M.C,  M.D.,  &c.,  will  lecture  on  the  above 
stibject  on  Thursday,  May  22nd,  at  5.30  p.m.,  at 
the  Museum  Lecture  Hall. 

Professor  Lloyd  Morgan  has  kindly  consented 
-to  take  the  chair. 


LEAGUE    NEWS. 

ANNUAL     DINNER     AT     GUY'S. 

The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  and  the  eleventh 
annual  dinner  of  the  Guy's  Hospital  Nurses' 
League  will  be  held  in  the  Nurses'  Home  on 
Friday  evening,  May  23rd.  Tickets  for  the  dinner 
(at  7  p.m.)  can  be  obtained,  price  is.  each,  from 
the  Hon.   Secretary,   at  the  Matron's  Office. 

This  year  the  competitive  exhibitions  of  photo- 
graphs and  needlework  will  again  be  held  ;  and 
prizes  and  awards  will  be  made  in  the  different 
classes,    if    the    entries    are    sufficient. 

In  the  photograph  exhibition.  Class  A  will 
include  photographs  which  are  the  entire  work 
of  the  exhibitor  ;  and  Class  B  will  include  photo- 
graphs taken  by  the  exhibitor,  but  not  printed  or 
developed  by  her.  Exhibits  should  be  mounted 
or  framed,  and  must  have  the  name;  address  and 
title  of  photograph  plainly  written  on  the  back. 
They  should  be  sent  to  the  Matron's  Office  not 
later  than  Tuesday,  May  20th. 

In  the  Needlework  Exhibition,  the  work,  which 
should  be  unwashed,  will  be  classified  in  four 
sections  :  Class  A,  Plain  Needlework  :  (i)  Under 
clothing,  {2)  Blouses,  (3)  Children's  Clothes,  and 
(4)  Patching  and  Darning  (Stockings)  ;  Class  B, 
Fancy  Work :  (i)  White  Embroidery,  (2)  Har- 
danger  Work,  (3)  Drawn  "Thread  Work,  and 
(4)  Cut  Work  and  other  Embroidery  ;  Class  C 
(i)  Lace,  (2)  Crochet,  and  (3)  Knitting ;  and 
Class  D  :    Miscellaneous. 

Exhibits  must  have  a  card  firmly  attached, 
stating  name,  address  and  Class  ;  and  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary,  Guy's  Nurses'  League, 
at  the  Matron's  Office,  not  later  than  May  20th. 


A   CONFERENCE  OF  IRISH  NURSES. 

A  conference  of  nurses  was  held  at  the  Royal 
Society  of  Surgeons,  Dublin,  on  Thursday,  May 
8th,  Miss  A.  Reeves,  R.R.C.,  President 'of  the 
Irish  Nurses'  Associction  presiding,  which  was 
attended  by  delegates  from  the  following  societies  : 
The  Irish  Matrons'  Association,  the  Irish  Nurses' 
Association,  the  Irish  Nursing  Board,  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the  Nurses'  Insurance  Society 
of   Ireland. 

The     following     resolution     was     unanimously" 
adopted  : — 

"  That  a  Standing  Committee  for  All  Ireland  of 
three  representatives  of  each  of  the  existing 
societies  be  formed  as  an  advisory  board." 

Miss  Reeves  was  appointed  chairman,  and 
communications  should  be  addressed  to  her  at 
34,  St.  Stephen's  Green. 

This  consolidation  of  forces  is  an  excellent  step. 


QENATOSAN,     LTD. 

W^e  have  pleasure  in  drawing  attention  to  the 
fact  that  Genatosan,  Ltd.,  12,  Chenies  Street, 
London,  W.C.  i,  the  British  purchasers  of  the 
Sanatogen  Co.,  supply  Sanatogen  and  Fornamint, 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

PJ^gJ.  .  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^^*5^  •  branch   is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

Q^*i^/%i-*rl  •  ^®  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
OCOl/IlU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

TTl^*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceuticzd 
*  IlirU  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  iilto  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

Frkii*»|-Vfc  •  ^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  zdways 
*  villi  til  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JFSSE  BOOT.  tWi'j'at'Wa-i'L'a  "*"*^  office :  STATION  ST . 

Managing   Director.  ^^  '^^  NOTTINGHAM. 
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which  are  the  genuine  original  products,  /nade 
in  the  same  British  factories,  by  the  same  unique 
processes,  and  the  same  British  chemical  and 
technical  staff  as  the  German  firm  employed, 
which  is  the  secret  of  their  great  success.  Sana- 
togen  (the  name  of  which  the  firm  h?s  announced 
that  it  intends  to  change  to  Genatosan  at  a 
future  date)  is  a  tonic  food  frequently  prescribed 
during  convalescence  after  serious  illnesses,  on 
account  of  its  effect  as  an  energiser  of  the  nervous 
system,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  and  Formamint 
is  a  mouth  and  throat  disinfectant  in  tablet  form. 
'  The  Chairman  of  the  Company  is  the  Viscountess 
i  Rhondda. 

I  COMING    EVENTS. 

[  May  2^rd. — Guy's  Hospital  Past  and  Present 
{  Nurses'  League.  Dinner  7  p.m.  Annual  meeting 
18  p.m.     Nurses'  Home,  Guy's  Hospital,  S.E.  i. 

May  2^rd.—  Annual  Meeting,  East  London 
Nursing  Society,  Chapter  House,  St.  Paul's. 
3  pm. 

May  ^oih  to  June  6th. — Nurses'  Missionary 
League  Summer  "  Camp "  for  Nurses.  Old 
Jordan's  Hotel,  Beaconsfield. 


LfiTTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NURSES      GREATLY      NEEDED     IN      INDIA. 

LADY     MINTO'S     INDIAN     NURSING 

ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 
Dear  Madam, — Before  I  left  England  in  1917, 
several  of  the  Sisters  and  Nurses  who  had  worked 
with  me  expressed  a  wish  to  come  to  India  to 
jpin  this  Association  when  released  from  military 
jduty. 

j     Unfortunately  I  have  not  their  addresses  with 

.jilie,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  be  much  obliged  if  you 

jv^U  insert  this  letter  in  your  paper,  hoping  that 

ii  will  be  seen  by  the  nurses  who  still  wish  to 

cpme  out  to  me. 

Good     nurses     are     greatly     needed     in     India, 
'e^d   the   life   has   rnany   attractions. 
:   I  The    pay    in    the    Association    commences    at 
£^6   per   annum,    rising   to   £114.      Everything   is 
provided,     including     passage     out     and     home  ; 
uniform  allowance  and  holiday  allov/ance. 
.  The    Sisters    are    now    allowed    to    contribute 
15  per  cent,  of  their  monthly  salary  to  the  Provi- 
dent Fund,  to  which  is  added  a  bonus  of  50  per  cent. 
plus   5  per  cent,   bank  interest. 

The  work  is  principally  private  nursing,  but 
an  increasing  number  of  small  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes  are  now  being  staffed  by  the 
Association,  and  every  Sister  coming  out  should 
be  prepared  to  take  her  share  in  this  part  of  the 
work.  Three  years'  general  tra.ining  and  a  certifi- 
cate for  maternity  nursing  are  required,  and  good 
health  is  an  essential. 


The  Homes  in  the  various  Provinces  are  very 
comfortable,  and  almost  every  Branch  has  a 
"  hill   station." 

I  shall  indeed  be  glad  to  welcome  any  number 
of  good  nurses  on  my  staff",  feeling  sure  that  our 
work  can  be  "greatly  extended  and  is  sorely  needed 
in  India. 

All  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Dame 
Sidney  Browne,  G.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  80,  Pall  Mc^U. 
S.W.,    London. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ruth  E.  Darbyshire, 
Chief  Lady  Superintendent. 
Viceregal   Lodge,   Simla. 

NURSING     STAFF    QUITE     CONTENTED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Will  you  please  have  the 
enclosed  collective  letter  published  in  the  next 
number  of  your  Journal  ? 

This  is  urgent,  since  we  members  of  the  nursing 
staff'  of  the  British  Farmers'  Hospital  in  Brussels 
naturally  feel  very  strongly  on  the  matter. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Mabel  L.  Stokes,  Matron, 

British  Farmers'  Hospital,  Brussels. 
COLLECTIVE    LETTER, 

The  Matron  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Britih 
Farmers'  Hospital  in  Brussels  are  indignant  and 
wish  to  protest  against  an  article  which  appeared 
in  The  Hospital,  number  of  April  26th,  1919, 
entitled  "  The  River  Past  and  God  Forgotten." 

In  it  there  is  a  general  misrepresentation  of  the 
facts,  which  we  will  not  discuss,  because  they  come 
outside  our  province.  The  Only  matter  we  wish 
to  take  up  is  the  allegations  which  concern  the 
nursing  staff'. 

The  salaries  and  demobilization  bonus  are 
overdue  through  no  fault  of  the  British  Farmers' 
Committee,  but  owing,  we  think,  apparently 
to  lack  of  cohesion  between  the  London  aftd 
Boulogne  offices  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

However,  knowing  that  the  Joint  War  Commit- 
tee have  to  deal  with  the  demobilization  of  hun- 
dreds of  personnel,  we  are  willing  enough  to  wait 
patiently.  The  members  of  the  British  farmers' 
Committee  have  been  doing  their  best  to  get  out 
of  this  difficulty  as  soon  as  possible.  The  nursing 
staff  have  always  received  the  utmost  consideration 
at  their  hands  and  are  proud  to  work  for  them. 
They  are  quite  happy  and  contented  in  Brussels. 
The  delay  in  the  payment  of  salaries  and  demobili- 
zation bonus  has  been  a  little  inconvenient,  but 
not  one  formal  complaint  has  been  made.  The 
nursing  sisters  are  not  penniless,  each  one  had 
received  regularly  the  proportion  of  her  salary 
which  she  had  asked  might  be  paid  to  her  while 
abroad. 

The  Sisters  are  so  sure  that  their  interests  are 
safe  in  the  hands  of  the  British  Farmers'  Com- 
mittee, that  no  one  wished  to  make  any  fuss  about 
the  matter. 

["  The  British  Farmers'  "  have  contributed 
in  the  most  munificent  manner  for  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  war. — Ed.] 
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STATE     REGISTRATION     OF     NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Madam, — A  very  erroneous  statement  appeared 
in  Tuesday's  issue  of  the  Evening  Standard  in  an 
account  of  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  The  statement  is 
to  the  eflect  that  the  amendment  to  the  Bill, 
which  will  make  it  possible  to  admit  untrained 
nurses  on  to  the  Register  during  the  period  of 
grace,  is  "  Mrs.  Fenwick's  amendment."  This  is, 
of  course,  absolutely  incorrect.  The  amendment 
alluded  to  was  drafted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  runs  :  "  produces  evidence  satisfactory  . 
to  the  Council  of  having  been  for  the  last  three 
years  in  bona  fide  practice  as  a  nurse  in  attendance 
on  the  sick,  and  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
she  was  so  engaged." 

The  corresponding  clause  in  the  Bill  promoted 
by  the  Central  Committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Fenwick 
is  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary,  ran,  until  amended  in 
Standing  Committee,  as  follows  : — 

"  produces  evidence  satisfactor}'  to  the  Council 
of  training  prescribed  by  the  rules  formed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  has,  in  addition, 
been  for  at  least  three  years  in  bona  fide  practice 
as  a  nurse."  * 

The  clause  in  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  College 
on  the  other  hand,  omits  all  reference  to  training 
and  runs  :■ — 

"  Such  person  is  at  least  21  years   of   age,  and 
is   of   a   good   character,    and   is   qualified   for 
registration   under  such  conditions  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  rules  under  the  Act." 
There  are  three  facts,  therefore,  to  note  : — 

( 1 )  The  Bill  promoted  by  the  Central  Committee, 
of  which  Mrs.  Fenwick  is  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary, 
is  the  only  one  that  provided  for  qualifications  of 
training  during  the  period  of  grace. 

(2)  Once  the  Bill  is  in  Parliament  any  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  only  Members  of  Parliament, 
may  propose  an  amendment,  and  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  are  not,  therefore,  necessarily  respon- 
sible for  the  course  it  will  take.  The  amendment 
alluded  to  was  not  "  proposed  by  Mrs.  Fenwick," 
but  by  Sir  Kings  ley  Wood. 

(3)  The  College  itself  omits  any  reference  to 
the  necessity  of  training  in  its  own  Bill,  and, 
therefoie,  itself  deserves  the  criticism  of  its  own 
Secretary. 

Further  comment  is,  I  think,  unnecessary. 
Yours  faithfully, 

E.  L.  C.  Eden. 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses, 
46,  Marsham  Street,  S.W. 

THE     LATEST ! 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  have  just  seen  the  book 
displayed  at  Selfridge's,  which  is  issued  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for  "  the  Poor 
Nurses."  As  an  Army  Sister,  I  consider  that 
the  pictorial  cover  is  an  affront  to  the  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service,  and  bound  to  mate 
an  impression  on  the  public  derogatory  to  "the 
dignity  of  the  individual  members  of  the  Service. 


For  Lady  Cowdray's  information,  I  should  like 
to  say  that  we  treat  our  patients  with  kindness, 
but  never  with  the  familiarity  depicted  on  her 
latest  publication.  I  presume  the  picture  has 
the  approval  of  the  Army  Matrons  on  the  College 
Council.  We  consider  they  should  protect  their 
nurses  from  such  insults. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully^ 

Sister  Q.A.LM.N.S.  (R.) 

[The  pictorial  cover  of  this  book,  "  Cheerio  ' 
Nurse,"  is  the  quintessence  of  vulgarity  and 
misrepresentation.  Here  we  see  depicted  a 
hilarious  Sister  m  the  uniform  of  Queen  Alex- 
andra's Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve 
arm  in  arm  with  "  Tommie  "  and  "  Jack," 
evidently  off  on  a  "  jolly  old  beano."  It  will 
certainly  lower  the  dignity  of  the  profession  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public.  We  hope  Army 
Sisters  and  nurses  will  express  their  opinion  on 
this  latest  outrage  to  Lady  Cowdray,  Dame 
Whitty,  Miss  Fay  Compton  and  other  members 
of  the  Committee  responsible  for  it. — Ed.] 


We  regret  we  are  compelled  to  hold  over 
letters  from  "  A  Life-long  Registrationist,"  and 
Miss  J.  B.  N.  Paterson  in  reply  to  that  of  "  A 
Member  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd." — Ed. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Municipal  Nurse  :  "I  hope  you  will  give  a  full 
report  of  the  legal  proceedings  when  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  v.  Theresa  McGrath  comes  on. 
Medical  men  have  found  it  necessary  to  have 
Defence  Unions.  With  so  much  close  co-operation 
between  the  higher  hospital  officials,  the  rank  and 
file  of  nurses  will  certainly  have  to  follow  suit, 
The  poorer  we  are,  the  more  protection  we  need." 

[Miss  McGrath  as  a  member  of  the  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  will  be  provided  with 
first-class  legal  advice. — Ed.] 

East-End  Nurse  :  "A  nurse  I  know  was  sent 
out  by  her  Matron  to  sell  flags  on  '  Nurses'  Day.' 
although  she  had  been  on  night  duty,  and  had 
to  return  to  it,  after  being  soaked  through.  But 
as  all  the  officials  are  '  College,'  she  just  had  to 
submit  to  it.  They  tried  to  hustle  us  out  from 
the  Hostel  where  we  reside,  but  we  would  not  go. 
I  do  hope  we  get  a  General  Nursing  Council  which 
will  protect  us  from  this  detestable  patronage." 

OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

May  24//;.— What  is  the  duty  of  a  private  nurss 
who  has  been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  (l) 
scarlet  fever,  (2)  diphtheria,  (3)  mumps  before 
proceeding  to  another  case  ? 

May  31st. — ^What  advice  would  you  give,  as  a 
midwife,  to  a  patient  in  danger  of  losing  her  flow 
of  milk  ?  Supposing  that  she  is  unable  to  feed 
her  infant,  what  alternative  feeding  would  you 
suggest  ? 

NOTICE. 

Please  read  the  inside  cover  of  Page  ii,  and 
support  the  Protest  by  attending  the  Meeting 
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LYINQ-IN    HOMES. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  have  reported  to  the  Council  that 
they  have  granted  applications  by  the  under- 
mentioned persons  for  registration  in  respect  of 
the  premises  indicated  as  lying-in  homes  : — 

^i)  Annie  Mabel  Gray,  No.  53,  St.  Margaret's 
Road,  Broclcley  ;  (ii)  Mildred  Veronica  Hey  wood. 
No.  30,  Porchester  Square  ;  (iii)  Mary  Jane 
Simpson,  No.  46,  Benfield  Road,  S.W.  ;  (iv) 
Elizabeth  Mallicia  Burchell,  No.  128,  Blackheath- 
Hill,  S.E.  ;  (v)  Marion  Cook,  No.  33S,  Brownhill 
Road,  Catford  ;  (vi)  The  Belgravia  and  Pimlico 
Ladies'  Association,  Nos.  61  and  63,  Sutherland 
Street,  S.W.  ;  (vii)  Lillian  Kate  Parsons,  No.  231,  ' 
Brunswick  Road,  Poplar ;  (viii)  Annie  Louise 
Turness,  No.  4,  Belgrave  Terrace  ;  (ix)  Georgina 
Riddle  Naylor,  No.  156,  Eglinton  Road,  Plum- 
stead  ;  (x)  Isabella  Hughes,  No.  23,  Vicarage  Park, 
Plumstead  ;  (xi)  Rosina  Fuller,  No.  33,  Wimbledon 
Park  Road,  Southfields  ;  (xii)  Ethel  Mary  White- 
more,  No.  22,  Tanza  Road,  Hampstead  ;  (xiii) 
Florence  Stadden,  No.  113,  Stanstead  Road, 
Forest  Hill ;   (xiv)  Ethel  M.  Hitchcock  and  Eleanor 

E.  Brown,  No.  13,  Askew  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
They  have  drawn  the  attention  of  certain  persons 

to  the  illegality  of  carrying  on  a  lying-in  home  at 
any  premises  in  the  Administrative  County  of 
London  unless  the  name  of  the  person  and  the 
premises  used  are  registered  with  the  Council. 

They  have  given  instructions  for  certain  regis- 
tered premises  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

POST-QRADUATE     WEEK     FOR 
MIDWIVES. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Post-Graduate  Week  for 
Midwives  will  be  held  at  the  General  Lying- 
Hospital,  York  Road,  Lambeth,  S.E.,  from  June 
23rd  to  27th,  inclusive.  The  full  programme  will 
be  announced  later.  The  fee  for  the  course  will  be 
5s.,  and  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Miss 

F.  R.  Mitchell,  Sister,  who  is  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

HOW  TO  FEED  AND  TREAT  INFANTS- 

In  reply  to  enquiries  from  Miss  E.  Horton  and 
others,  who  ask  how  to  obtain  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion at  "  Dr.  Truby  King's  Babies  of  the  Empire 
Centre,"  Miss  Jentie  Paterson  writes  :  "  The 
address  is  29-31,  Trebovir  Road,  Earl's  Court, 
London,  S.W.  5.  The  course  for  general  trained 
nurses  is  three  months,  £15.  For  those  holding 
C.M.B.  certificate  only,  six  months,  ^30  ;  and  for 
untrained  students,  one  year,  ;^6o.  Miss  PattricK, 
the  Matron  (from  Dr.  Truby  King's  children's 
hospital  in  New  Zealand)  will  give  furthei  informa- 
tion, and  in  some  few  cases  arrange  for  nurses 
interested  in  child-welfare  to  have  free  instruction. 
No  nurse  will  ever  regret  the  time  spent  learning 
how  to  feed  and  treat  infants  in  a  rational  way ; 
the  pity  is  Dr.  King  does  not  open  a  school  for 
medical  students." 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVeS    BOARD    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

The  Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 

for  Scotland,  held^on  April  28th  and  29th  last, 

simultaneously     in"    Edinburgh,     Glasgow,     and 

Dundee,  has  concluded  with  the  following  results  : 

SUCCESSFUL    CANDIDATES:— 

Edinburgh. 

Miss  EHzabeth  A.  D.  N.  Aitken,  Mrs.^Janet  C. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Rose  A.  Brown,  Miss  Elizabeth  H. 

Cameron,  Mrs.  Lucy  Conacher,  Mrs.  Margaret  A. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Gibson,  Miss  Henrietta 

E.  A.  Halsall,  Miss  Isabella  M.  Haig,  Mrs.  Mary 

S.   Lamb,   Mrs.   Margaret  A.   Little,   Miss   Flora 

Macaskill,  Mrs.  EHzabeth  Macartney,  Miss  Rachel 

McLellan,    Miss  Mary  Macmillan,  Miss  Gladys  J. 

Philpott,     Mrs."j  Isabella     Rodger,     Miss     Grace 

Thomson,    Miss 'Alice  M.  Ward,   Miss  Joyce  W. 

Woodhouse. 

Glasgow. 

JVlrs.  Mary  Aitken,  Miss  EUzabeth  Black,  Miss 

Janet  Brechany,  Miss  Margaret  H.  Cheyne,  Miss 

Janet  Christie,  Miss  Isabella  Clark,  Miss  Margaret 

B.  C.  Cowan,  Miss  Margaret  Cowie,  Miss  Catherine 

Curran,  Miss  Margaret  G.  Dawson,  Miss  Eleanor 

M.  Donkin,  Miss  Ada  M.  Foster,  Miss  Elizabeth  H. 

Frame,  Miss  Jessie  Geddes,  Miss  Isabel  S.  Goodsir, 

Miss  Mary  Gothard,  Mrs.  Mary  Greer,  Miss  Agnes 

Council,  Miss  Barbara  N.  Herdman,  Mrs  Annie 

Jessiman,  Miss  Christina  C.   Lawson^  Miss  Mary 

J.  McAleer,  Miss  Rose  Ann  McCabe,  Mrs.  Janet 

McCheyne,   Miss  Dolina  Macdonald,   Miss  Helen 

J.  McDougall,  Miss  Janet  McGinness,  Mrs.  Jane 

McK.    J.   MacKenzie,   Miss  Barbara  MacLennan, 

Miss  Annie  MacRae,  Miss  Mary  MacSwan,  Miss 

Margaret  Manson,  Miss  Agnes  S.  Muir,  Miss  Pearl 

Muir,  Mrs.  Catherine  Murray,  Mrs.  Isabella  Rankin, 

Miss    Jeanie  W.   Rigg,    Miss   Mary    Scrimgeour, 

Miss  Andrewina  Stitt,  Miss  Isabella  W.   Taylor, 

Mrs.   Jane  Taylor,  Miss  Helen  Thom,  Miss  Lena 

Unbehaun,    Mrs.    Elizabeth   Walker,    Mrs.    Mary 

Waters. 

Dundee. 

Miss     Margaret     M.     Beattie,     Mrs.      Emma 

Bremner,  Miss  Ruth  Cochran,  Miss  Isabella  Eraser, 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Ironside,  Miss  Catherine  Little- 

john.  Miss  Janet  Orkney,  Mrs.  Flora  Palmer,  Miss 

Elizabeth  I.  Parker,    Miss    Elsie   Walker. 


The  National  League  for  Health,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  has  obtained  a  small  supply  of 
excellent  waterproof  sheeting,  52  in.  wide,  from 
the  Anti-Gas  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions,  of  all  strange  places.  It  is  intended 
primarily  for  sale  to  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
Day  Nurseries,  and  costs  3s.  3d.  per  yard,  carriage 
extra.  But  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts,  the 
demands  of  Nursing  Associations,  Midwives, 
Maternity  Hospitals,  &c.,  will  be  dealt  with  also, 
by  the  Secretary,  at  4,  Tavistock  Square,  London. 
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A     GREAT     ENGLISHWOMAN. 

She  was  more  than  a  nurse.  She  was  a 
symbol  of  sacrifice,  of  duty  to  the  last. 

— M.  Gaston  de  Leval. 

The  service  in  Westminster  Abbey  on 
May  15th,  when  the  mortal  remains  of  Edith 
Cavell  were  borne  with  pride  on  the  shoulders 
of  comrades  of  the  men  she  died  to  save,  while 
Royalty,  statesmen,  public  men,  and  members 
of  her  own  profession,  including  Belgian 
nurses,  assembled  to  do  her  honour,  was  not 
only  a  beautiful  religious  ceremony,  but  the 
verdict  of  history  on  a  great  Englishwoman. 

As    she    lay    on    the    catafalque    under    the 
glorious  lantern,  the  coffin  hidden  by  the  folds 
of   the   British   flag,   on  which   lay  a  cross  of 
white  and  red  carnations  and  arum  lilies,  sent 
by  Queen   Alexandra,   and   surrounded  by   the 
tall   lighted    tapers — sy.nbol    of    immortality — 
we  realised  that  the  universal  homage  paid  to 
Edith    Cavell    was    accorded    her    because,    in 
quiet,  uneventful  days  her  character  had  taken 
deep    root,    and    been    developed,    in    honour, 
patriotism,  and  faith,  and  when  the  test  came 
she  exhibited  qualities  which,  for  all  time,  have 
placed  her  amongst  the  great  ones  of  the  earth. 
In  the  full  realization  of  the  risk   she  was 
running  she  gave  shelter  and  help  to  British 
and  Belgian  soldiers,  believing  that  death  was 
the  alternative  for  them,   and  willing,   if  need 
be,    to   give    her   life   for    theirs.      When    this 
penalty   was  demanded   of   her   she   made   no 
complaint,  but  met  death  unflinchingly,  and  it 
is  because   she   showed   to  the   world  that  an 
Englishwoman  knows  how  to  die,  .with  dignity 
and  courage,  when  subjected  to  the  most  ruth- 
less sentence  ever  passed  by  an  implacable  foe, 
that  wherever  her  name  is  spoken  it  is  honoured 
and  reverenced. 

It  was  fitting,   therefore,   that  before  being 


laid  to  rest  in  "  Life's  Green,"  a  quaint  little 
plot  under  the  shadow  of  Norwich  Cathedral, 
where  fragrant  English  flowers  may  bloom 
upon  her  grave,  her  body  should  rest  for  a  while 
before  the  altar  of  the  Abbey  where  Kings  and 
Queens  have  been  crowned,  and  where  many 
of  the  Empire's  greatest  dead  are  laid,  while 
lovely  mu-sic,  and  the  consoling  words  of  the 
burial  service,  and  of  the  lesson  read  by  the 
Dean  (who,  with  the  other  officiating  clergy, 
was  vested  in  a  cope  of  black  velvet  richly 
embroidered),  found  echo  in  many  a  heart. 

Most  poignant  were  the  words  of  the  con- 
cluding hymn,  "Abide  with  me,"  and  vivid 
was  the  remembrance  of  the  nurse  waiting  her 
doom,  sitting  in  her  cell  in  the  prison  of  St. 
Jules,  and  quietly  repeating  : — 

"  I  fear  no  foe,  with  Thee  at  hand  to  ble,ss ; 
Ills  have  no  weight,  and  tears  no  bitterness ; 
Where   is    Death's   sting?     Where,    Grave,    thy 

victory  ? 
I  triumph  still,  if  Thou  aibide  with  me. 

"  Hold  Thou  Thy  Cross  before  my  closing  eyes; 
Shine  through  the  gloom,  and  point  me  to  the 

skies  : 
Heaven's     morning     breaks     and     earth's     vain 

shadows  flee; 
In  life,  in  death,  O  Lord,  abide  with  me." 

There  was  no  one  to  observe  the  pious  Chris- 
tian custom,  and  hold  the  emblem  of  salvation 
before  the  eyes  of  the  dying  woman,  even  had 
they  not  been  already  bandaged  by  her  execu- 
tioners, but  who  shall  doubt  that  to  her  inner 
vision  the  Cross  shone  through  the  gloom  and 
pointed  to  the  skies  as  Edith  Cavell  laid  down 
the  burden  of  life  on  earth? 

The  service  concluded  with  the  Dead  March 
in  "  Saul,"  the  "Last  Post,"  penetrating  with 
piercing  sweetness  to  the  furthest  recesses  of 
the  Abbey,  and  the  Reveill6  sounded  by  the 
buglers.  Then  down  the  nave  they  bore  her 
once  more,  while  the  great  congregation  stood 
in   reverent   silence,    and   wounded   soldiers   in 
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blue  raised  their  crutches  to  the  salute,  and  so 
on  into  the  sunshine  of  a  gorgeous  spring  day, 
where  they  placed  the  body  on  a  gun-carriage, 
and  with  a  military  guard  of  honour,  and  fol- 
lowed by  mounted  police  and  others,  it  passed 
through  the  metropolis  of  the  Empire,  where 
multitudes  were  assembled  to  see  the  passing 
and  the  triumph  of  Edith  Cavell.  If  her  pure 
spirit  in  its  resting-place  in  Paradise  was  per- 
mitted to  know  what  was  taking  place  on  earth, 

■  she  must  have  seen  of  the  travail  of  her  soul 

.  and  been  satisfied. 


OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

MENTION    DRUG5     WHICH    MAY    PRODUCE    RASHES, 
AND    DESCRIBE    THE     RASHES, 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Ellen  Muddiman,  North  Ormesby 
Hospital,  Middlesbrough. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Drugs  which  may  cause  rashes  when  taken 
internally  are  : — 

Quinine,  which  sometimes  brings  out  patches 
of  erythema ;  tar  and  allied  substances,  a  very 
itchy  variety  of  erythema ;  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, erythema,  also  acne  about  face,  chest, 
back,  and  thighs ;  chloral  hydrate,  erythema, 
sometimes  with  urticaria  about  face  and  neck ; 
boric  acid,  erythema,  also  ecchymosis  and 
vesicular  rash ;  antipyrin,  paraldehyde,  and 
acetanilide,  erythema,  also  hyperaemic  rash 
resembling  measles. 

Arsenic  sometimes  causes  urticaria  and 
purplish  staining,  or  herpetic  eruption,  ery- 
sipelas, and  eczema ;  salicylic  acid,  urticaria ; 
and  opium,  urticaria  on  face. 

Iodide  of  potassium  will  cause  rashes  in 
great  variety  and  varying  severity,  the  most 
common  being  acne  on  face,  back  of  neck,  and- 
shoulders,  purpuric  spots  on  legs ;  iron  will 
sometimes  cause  acne  on  face  and  chest ;  anti- 
mony, a  pustular  eruption ;  mercury,  an 
obstinate  forrh  of  eczema  ;  copaiba  and  cubelbs, 
a  dark  red  raised  hyperaemic  rash  resembling 
measles,  mostly  about  the  ankles  and  wrists, 
although  they  may  be  general. 

Belladonna,  stramonium,  hyoscyamus  will 
cause  hyperaemia  closely  resembling  the  erup- 
tion of  scarlet  fever,  a  uniform  bright  red, 
except  that  it  is  not  punctated. 

Cocaine  will  cause  a  general  flush. 

Potassium  chlorate,   used   as  an  application 
for    the    throat,    will    sometimes    cause    small 
ecchymoses  or  subcutaneous  haemorrhages. 
Drugs  used  Externally. 
Arnica  may  cause  eczema  and  redness. 


Croton  oil,  burning  and  redness  of  the  skin, 
an  eruption  of  papules  which  become  pustular. 

Turpentine,  vesication,  followed  by  peeling 
and  brown  staining  of  the  skin. 

Chrysarobin,  dusky  coppered-coloured  red- 
ness extending  far  beyond  area  of  application. 

Ammonia,  redness,  blistering,  and  slough- 
ing. 

Preparations  of  mercury  used  externally  in 
obstetric  cases  may  cause  an  eruption  of  small 
pimples  which  may  extend  down  the  limbs. 
Description  of  Rashes. 
Erythema  consists  of  superficial  and  usually 
dusky  red  patches,  Avhich  disappear  on  pres- 
sure ;  there  is  also  a  papular  variety,  which  is 
accompanied  with  much  itching;  the  papules 
spread  and  coalesce  until  the  parts  affected  are 
covered  with  a  red  blush. 

Urticaria,  or  nettlerash,  is  an  eruption  of 
wheals  or  raised  elevations  of  irregular  form, 
with  a  white  centre  and  red  margin,  some  being 
small  while  others  may  be  an  inch  or  more 
across.  This  eruption  is  very  irritable,  itching 
and  burning. 

Acne  consists  of  an  eruption  of  pustules. 
Ecchymoses  are  haemorrhagic  patches  under 
the  skin  resembling  small  bruises. 

A  vesicle  is  a  raising  of  the  epidermis  con- 
taining fluid,  usually  transparent. 

Hyperaemia  is  an  excess  of  blood  to  the 
superficial  blood  vessels. 

Herpetic  eruptions  are  small  vesicles  upon  an 
inflamed  base  which  terminate  by  scabbing. 

Eczema  is  a  superficial  inflammation  of  the 
skin  beginning  with  itching,  sometimes  to  an 
intolerable  degree ;  the  part  becomes  red,  and 
minute  vesicles  form  upon  it,  containing  clear 
yellow  serum.  These  rupture,  and  the  part 
becomes  moist,  and  then  dries  into  scabs.  The 
crusts  will  sometimes  grow  into  great  thick- 
ness. Patches  of  eczema  are  variable  in  size 
from  mere  spots  to  continuous  areas. 

Erysipelas  is  redness  and  inflammation  of  the 
skin,  attended  by  hardness  and  swelling,  some- 
times vesicular,  terminating,  generallv  by 
desquamation. 

Papules  are  small,  solid,  pointed  projections 
of  the  skin,  usually  of  a  pinkish  hue. 

Pusitules  are  small  elevations  of  the  skin  con- 
taining pus  ;  these  burst,  and  then  scab  over. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Mrs.  Farthing, 
Miss  N.  James. 

QUESTION    FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

Wh^t  is  the  duty  of  a  private  nurse  who  has 
been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  (i)  scarlet 
fever,  (2)  diphtheria,  (3)  mumps,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  another  case? 
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HONOURS  FOR  NURSES. 


The  King  held  an  Investiture  in  the 
Quadrangle  of  Buckingham  Palace  on  the  morning 
of^May  15th,  and  conferred,  amongst  others, 
the_following   decorations. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Sister    Kate    Austen,    St.     John's    Ambulance 
Brigade. 

Second  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve. — Matron  Marion  Barwell,  Sister 
Frances  Barwell,  and  Staff  Nurse  Lydia  Abell. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service — Sister  Eleanor 
Woodhouse    and    Staff    Nurse    Anna   MacLeod. 
r  .  Voluntary     Aid     Detachment. — Miss     Evelyn 
Boake,   Miss   Elizabeth  Mooney,   and  Mrs.   Mary 
Rawdon-Smith. 

South  African  Military  Nursing  Service. — Sister 
Emily  Blake,  Sister  Evelyn  Burgess,  Sister  Emily 
Pearson,  Sister  Blanche  Thornton,  Sister  Daisy 
Van  Niekerk,  Sister  Ivy  Waters,  and  Staff  Nurse 
Emily  Currie. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve. — Sister  Sarah  Johnson. 

First-Aid  Nursing  Yeomanry. — ^Miss  Evelyn 
Faulder,  Miss  Saidee  Bonnell,  and  Miss  Aileen 
Faulkner. 

His  Majesty  also  held  an  Investiture  on  May 
17th  and  conferred  the  following  decorations  : — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 
Sister  Jessie  Buchanan,  Australian  Army  Nurs- 
ing Service  ;    and  Sister  Mimie  Procter,  Australian 
Army  Nursing  Service. 

Second  Class. 
Staff  Nurse  Gwenllian  Morgan,  late  Territorial 
Force  Nursing  Service  ;  Matron  Eleanor  Marks, 
British  Red  Cross  Society  ;  Miss  Dorothy  Bowden, 
Voluntary  Aid  Detachment ;  Miss  Edith  Court, 
Voluntary  Aid  Detachment,  Mrs.  Katherine 
Hughes,  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment ;  and  Sister 
Elizabeth  Porteous,  New  Zealand  Army  Nursing 
Service. 


Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough 
House  the  Members  of  the  Military  Nursing 
Services  who  have  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross  and  the  Military  Medal,  subsequent  to  the 
Investitures  at  Buckingham   Palace. 


The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  in  recognition 
of  their  valuable  nursing  services  in  connection 
with  the  war  : — 

Bar  to  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Miss  Margaret  Finlayson  Steele,  R.R.C.,  Matron, 
•Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (Ret.),  Prince  of  Wales'  Hpl.  for  Officers, 


Marylebone  ;    and  Miss  Sarah  Lucy  Wilshaw,  R.R.C. . 
Matron,  Q.A.LM.N.S.   (Ret.),  Mil.   Hpl.,   Bangor. 

Royal  Red  Cross, 

First  Class. 

Miss  Mary  Emma  Webster,   Q.A.I.M.X.S.R. 
Second  Class. 

Miss  Helen  Anderson,  V.A.D.  Nurse,  War  Hpl., 
Perth  ;  Miss  Jean  Broom,  V.A.D.  Nurse,  The  Edin- 
burgh War  Hpl.,  Bangour,  West  Lothian ;  Miss 
Alexandrina  Buchan,  V.A.D.  Nurse,  The  Edinburgh 
War  Hpl.,  Bangour,  W.  Lothian  ;  Miss  Ellen  Clarke, 
Sister  (A. -Matron),  NeW  End  Mil.  Hpl.,  Hampstead  ; 
Miss  Gracie  Currie,  V.A.D.  Asst.  Nurse;  2nd  Scottish 
Gen.  Hpl.,  Craigleith,  Edinburgh  ;  Miss  Helen  Harrison, 
V.A.D.  Nursing  Member,  2nd  Scottish  Gen.  Hpl., 
("raigleith,  Edinburgh  ;  Miss  Eleanor  Letitia  Huggins, 
Asst.  Matron,  Queen  Mary's  Hpl.  for  the  East  End, 
Stratford  ;  Miss  Helen  McCaul,  V.A.D.  Nurse,  Queen 
Mary's  Hpl.  for  the  East  End,  Stratford  ;  Miss  Marion 
McFall,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.,  2nd  Northern  Gen.  Hpl., 
Leeds  ;  Miss  Annie  Ethel  Midgley,  Staff  Nurse, 
T.F.N.S.,  2nd  Northern  Gen.  Hpl.,  Leeds  ;  Miss  Joyce 
Victoria  Williams,  V.A.D.  Nurse,  Maudsley  Neuro- 
logical Clearing  Hpl.,  Denmark  Hill ;  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Wills,  V.A.D.,  Probationer,  4th  Lond.  Gen.  Hpl., 
Denmark  Hill  ;  Miss  Jane  Younie,  V.A.D.  Nurse, 
War  Hpl.,  Perth. 


The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  in  recognition 
of  valuable  services  under  "  The  British  Red  Cross 
Society,"  or  "  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in 
E:i^land,"  rendered  in  connection  with  the  war  ; — 

Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 

Miss  Mabel  Campbell,  Matron,  Regent's  Park  Aux. 
Hpl.,  Southampton;  Miss  Constance  Dover,  Sister, 
Brondesbury  Park  Aux.  Mil.  Hpl.,  Brondesbury  ; 
Miss  Maude  Margaret  Inness,  Commdt.  and  Lady 
Supt.,  "  Wanstead,"  Margate  ;  Miss  Flora  Masson, 
Matron,  Whitehill  Aux.  Hpl.,  Rosewell,  Midlothian, 
Scotland. 

Second  Class. 

Miss  Blanche  Omerod,  Sister-in-Charge,  Albion 
House,  Aux.  Red  Cross  Hpl.,  Newbury,  Berkshire. 

RUSSIAN  RED  CROSS  FUND. 

A  Russian  Red  Cross  Fund  has  been  formed  in 
Great  Britain.  The  executive  committee  is 
headed  by  Lord  Cheylesmore  and  Mr.  M.  Mouravieff 
Apostol,  and  there  is  a  special  British  section 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Princess  Christian. 
The  fund  is  greatly  needed,  M.  Mouravieff  writes, 
for  carrying  relief  to  the  suffering  thousands  who 
have  sought  refuge  from  the  Bolshevist  terror  on 
the  outskirts  of  Russia. 

JOAN    OF    ARC    ANNIVERSARY. 

The  anniversary  of  the  deliverance  of  Orleans 
by  Joan  of  Arc  was,  says  the  Paris  coi respondent 
of  the  Times,  celebrated  with  great  solemnity  on 
May  nth  in  Orleans  Cathedral.  As  the  prelates 
and  clergy  entered,  preceded  by  Joan  of  Arc's 
standard  and  banner,  a  triumphal  march  with 
orchestral  accompaniment,  "  The  Flag  of  the 
Allies,"  was  played. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

"  The  Problem  of  the' Private  Duty  Nurse  " 
is  flooding  American  journals  Avith  "  copy," 
and  there  is  much  food  for  reflection  in  the 
nurses'  own  letters  which  appear  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Nursing.  Some  nurses 
are  being  paid  twenty-eight  dollars  a  week,  but 
from  all  accounts  they  earn  it.  What  with 
night  and  day  duty,  heavy  domestic  duties, 
sU'dh  as  cooking  for  the  household,  and  laundry 
work,  professional  duties  appear  to  form  but 
part  of  the  routine — to  be  considered  worth 
their  money  "  !  In  many  American  middle- 
class  households  domestic  labour  has  long  been 
a  very  acute  problem,  and  one  begins  to  wonder 
if  the  scarcity  of  domestics  will  bring  home  to 
us  their  value,  and  all  the  brain  workers  owe 
to  them.  There  is  no  doubt  during  and  since 
the  war  the  standard  of  comfort  has  been 
lowered  for  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
double  the  price  for  service. 

This  is  a  matter  private  nurses  will  do  well 
to  consider.  We  hear  of  a  great  scarcity  of 
private  work,  especially  in  London.  The  rise 
of  a  nurse's  fee  from  ^^2  2s.  to  ;^3  3s.  a  week 
is  inevitable  if  s'he  is  to  meet  the  extra  cost  of 
living  in  every  direction.  This  rise  in  fee  many 
people  are  willing  to  pay  if  possible  ;  they  will 
also  struggle  to  meet  all  other  additional  ex- 
pense, but  the  first  question  a  householder  has 
now  to  ask  herself  is,  "  If  I  have  a  trained 
nurse,  how  am  I  going  to  supply  the  extra 
domestic  labour?  One  maid  instead  of  two  or 
three,  often  no  maid  at  all  !  Who  is  going  to 
do  the  domestic  work?  It  is  no  part  of  a 
trained  nurse's  duty.  I  just  can't  have  a 
nurse." 

So  nurse  has  lately  been  living  in  her  boxes 
at  an  overcrowded  Nurses'  Home  ! 

What  is  going  to  be  done  about  this  ques- 
tion? 

There  is  only  a  limited  amount  of  private 
nursing,  and  if  all  the  large  hospitals  continue 
to  run  Private  Nursing  Institutions  for  profit, 
vvhat  are  the  nurses  going  to  do  about  it? 


foods,  broths,  &X;,  for  her  patients,  and 
swallows  raw  eggs  and  manages  to  gulp  down 
the  indigestible  bread  and  boiled  cabbage  which 
the  twelve-year-old  child  of  the  family  has  so 
heroically  prepared,  knowing  that  her  own 
physical  strength  must  be  maintained  to  care 
for  her  charges.  And  she  must  teach  the 
husband  not  to  wash  his  dishes  in  the  basin  on 
the  back  porch,  used  for  the  hands  (that  is  no 
fairy  tale,  for  I've  seen  it  done),  and  must 
instruct  the  twelve-year-old  daughter,  who  is 
mothering  a  six  months'  old  baby  sister,  that 
it  is  not  good  for  the  baby  to  administer  sooth- 
ing syrups  to  make  it  sleep.  The  nurse  must 
prepare  baby's  food,  and  teach  the  child  the 
necessity  of  cleanliness  of  nipples  and  bottles. 
And  when  at  last  the  black  cook  does  arrive 
(she  is  only  entrusted  with  the  cooking  for  the 
well  ones),  there  are  many  things  to  be  shown 
her,  and  with  her  help  the  nurse  scrubs  all  the 
floors  and  puts  the  house  in  apple-pie  order, 
hence  teaching  sanitation." 

It  seems  as  if  a  Ministry  of  Health  might  find 
a  good  bit  to  do  "  away,  across." 


We  have  a  few  letters  to  hand  on  this  ques- 
tion from  Canada  and  elsewhere,  and  from 
them  all  we  gather  that  fees  are  much  highe' 
than  at  home,  and  work  is  much  harder,  and 
if  the  nurse  hasn't  time  to  take  a  hand  with 
the  "  chores,"  the  master  of  the  house  turns  to 
and  "  helps  along.'  ' 


Few  nurses  of  the  present  generation  have 
seen  cases  of  hydrophobia,  thanks  to  the 
stringent  regulations  which  have  freed  the 
kingdom  from  cases  of  this  most  terrible 
disease,  through  the  strict  quarantine  and 
supervision  of  dOgs,  for  it  is  by  infected  dogs 
that  the  disease  is  usually  disseminated. 
Thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  however,  such  cases 
were  not  uncommon,  and  no  nurse  who  has 
ever  seen  the  agony  endured  by  a  patient  suf- 
fering from  hydrophobia  would  help  to  intro- 
duce a  dog  (however  beloved)  into  this  country 
in  contravention  of  regulations  made  for  the 
public  safety. 

It  is  stated  in  the  daily  Press  that  a  nurse 
recently  went  across  to  France  and  returned 
the  next  week  with  a  baby  in  long  clothes.  In- 
vestigations by  a  suspicious  Customs  House 
official  proved  that  the  "  baby  "  was  a  dog. 
We  hope,  and  believe,  that  the  nurse  was  not 
one  who  had  had  hospital  training  and  knew 
the  possible  consequences  tO'  humanity  of  her 
illegal  act. 


This  is  from  the  American  Journal  of  Nvtrs- 
ing: — "  If  the  panic-stricken  husband  and 
father  is  not  able  to  secure  the  services  of  ^ 
cook,  the  nurse  attends  to  the  making  of  liquid 


*'  lerne,"  the  anonymous  male  who  slashes 
into  all  and  sundry  in  the  Burdett  press  in  true 
"  penny-a-liner  "style,  gives  a  highly  imagina- 
tive account  last  week  of  what  he  knows 
nothing  about  !  "As  soon  as  Mrs.  Fenwick 
read  her  Hospital  (he  ventures),  she  sat  down 
and  posted  a  copy  to  Miss  Carson  Rae."  This 
is  doing  the  quack  nursing  press  which  pub- 
lishes "  lerne 's  "  anonymous  slanders  too 
much  honour.     As  a  professional  woman,  Mrs. 
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Fenwick  treats  these  commercial  rag-s  with  the 
contempt  they  deserve,  and  wastes  no  honest 
cash  upon  them.  She  is  glad  to  know  that 
thousands  of  professional  nurses  do  likewise. 
Those  who  subsidise  such  publications  are 
devoid  of  all  professional  loyalty,  and  sooner 
or  later  will  suffer  for  their  folly  as  the  result 
of  the  unprofessional  spirit  encouraged  by 
them.  

We  are  sure  of  the  right  professional  note 
in  Kai-Tiaki,  the  Journal  of  the  Nurses  of  New 
Zealand,  and  we  thank  the  editor  for  her 
remarks  on  "  The  Position  of  Nurses  in  Eng- 
land," in  which  she  sympathises  with  us  in  our 
strong  antipathy  to  the  widespread  advertising 
of  the  "  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  "  and  the 
use  made  of  our  profession  for  advertising  pur- 
poses. She  describes  the  *'  Victory  Ball  "  as 
the  "  last  straw,"  and  adds  :  "  Let  us  hope  that 
the  nurses  may  succeed  in  their  protest  against 
such  desecration.  In  the  defeat  of  Major 
Chappie  in  the  recent  elections  the  nurses  have 
lost  an  ardent  champion  in  their  fig^ht  for  State 
Registration,  the  gaining  of  which  would  much 
improve  their  position."  We  are  glad  to  note 
Kai-Tinki  keeps  its  readers  informed  of  the 
truth  in  the  present  controversy  in  English 
'  nursing  affairs. 


The  Committee  of  the  East  London  Nursing 
Society,  which  holds  its  annual  meeting  at 
the  Chapter  House,  St.  Paul's,  on  Friday  May 
23rd,  at  3  p.m.,  state,  in  their  report,  that  the 
work  of  the  year  has  been  peculiarly  difficult 
financially.  The  heavy  increase  of  expenditure 
has  compelled  a  reduction  of  staff  very  un- 
willingly made.  They  therefore  dispensed 
with  the  services  of  four  nurses  and  arranged 
that  in  four  districts  the  living-out  plan  for 
the  nurses  should  be  abandoned,  residence  in 
a  Home  being  at  once  more  economical  and 
more  efficient.  That  this  economy  was  justified 
the  financial  position  demonstrates. 

The  Committee,  however,  regard  the  finan- 
cial outlook  as  most  serious.  They  point  out 
that  not  only  has  the  price  of  food,  coal,  gas, 
and  domestic  upkeep  generally  increased 
greatly,  but  the  wages  and  war  bonuses  of 
the  staff  have  been  necessarily  and  justly 
raised,  so  that  the  cost  of  a  nurse  compared 
with  pre-war  conditions  has  nearly  been 
doubled.  The  one  hope  of  the  Committee  is 
that  the  new  interest  awakened  in  the  large 
East  End  firms  by  the  Jubilee  Appeal  may 
lead  to  increased  local  support. 


2ist,  at  the  Medical  Society's  Rooms,  ii, 
Chandos  Street,  London,  W.  The  meeting 
was  saddened  by  the  fact  that  since  the  notices 
of  the  meeting  had  gone  out  with  the  announce- 
ment that  the  chair  would  be  taken  by  the  Pre- 
sident, Sir  John  Jardine,  he  had  passed  away. 
I>espite  the  fact  that  he  had  retired  from  the 
service  of  the  State  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  Parliament,  and  that  his  health  had  been 
failing,  the  report  stated  he  showed  his  still 
strong  and  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
Asylum  workers,  by  having  kindly  consented 
to  continue  in  the  office  of  president. 


The  Asylum  Workers'  Association  held  their 
annual  general   meeting  on  Wednesday,    May 


Membership  of  the  Association  has  increased 
from  2,171  at  the  end  of  1917  to  2,211  at  the 
end  of  1918,  consisting  of  336  Life  Members, 
201  Associate  Members,  and  1,674  Ordinary 
Members. 

Like  every  other  journal  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  The  Asylum  News  has 
materially  increased,  being  ;;^99  3s.  iid.  as 
compared  with  £y2  i8s.  9d.  in  1917. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Parliamentary  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Association  will  continue  to 
closely  watch  the  course  of  events  with  regard 
to  the  Bills  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  to  ensure  that  "  the  claims  of  mental 
Nurses  receive  full  recognition."  It  seems  a 
pity  that  as. well  as  "watching"  in  the  in- 
terests of  its  own  members  the  Committee 
does  not  pursue  an  active  policy  in  regard  to 
this  great  public  reform. 

The  Association  is  interesting  itself  in  the 
question  of  reciprocity  in  training  between 
general  and  mental  hospitals,  and  in  obtaining 
a  concession  of  a  year  from  general  hospitals 
for  those  who  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Medico- 
Psychological  Association.  At  present  enqui- 
ries prove  that  this  concession  is  not  granted 
in  any  General  Hospital  in  England  or  Scot- 
land. 

The  Central  Executive  Committee  grieve  to 
report  the  heavy  toll  taken  by  the  war,  of 
Asvlum  Workers ;  in  some  instances  as  many 
as  ten  per  cent,  of  the  members  of  staffs  of 
Asvlums  with  the  Forces  have  fallen  in 
action  or  died  on  active  service.  They  also 
state  that  they  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
efficiency  and  the  devotion  to  duty  which  on 
all  hands  have  been  displayed  by  those  on 
whom  has  fallen  the  burden  of  carrying  on 
the  work  at  home  during  the  war.  They  re- 
gard this  as  evidence  of  the  wide  existence  of 
that  nursing  spirit  which  it  has  ever  been  the 
endeavour  of  the  Association  to  foster  and 
encourage. 
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TRIAL   OF   EDITH   CAVELL. 


It  was  a  crowded  and  thrilled  audience  that 
gathered  on  Friday,  May  i6th,  at  the  Queen's 
Hall  to  listen  to  Monsieur  Gaston  de  Leval  on 
"  The  Trial  of  FMith  Cavell." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  he  was  the  member 
of  the  American  Legation  at  Brussels  who  did 
his  uttermost  to  save  her  life. 

Miss  Cavell,  he  said,  was  a  national  heroine, 
who  did  more  for  her  country  in  dying  than  many 
generals  have  done  by  living.  A  woman  without 
rank,  her  funeral  was  unequalled  in  history.     To 


death  in  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  save  her. 
"  We  could  find  out  nothing,"  he  said,  referring 
to  the  secrecy  which  surrounded  the  proceedings. 

On  the  day  preceding  her  death,  he  had  a 
"  nervous  feeling  " — he  knew  not  why  or  for  what. 
He  telephoned  to  the  German  Legation.  "  Always 
the  same  answer — no  judgment  pronounced  yet." 
His  presage  of  ill  was  so  insistent  that  he  prepared 
a  plea  for  pardon. 

At  5.30  he  again  telephoned.  "  No,  sir,  no 
judgment  yet,  probably  it  will  be  given  to- 
morrow." 

At  4  o'clock — an  hour-and-a-half  before  this 
false    statement — Edith    Cavell    had    been    sum- 


HONOURINO    THE     GREAT     DEAD.— 
SAILORS,  SOLDIERS,   AND  NURSES    IN    THE    PROCESSION    AT  THE  [HOMECOMING   OF   EDITH  CAVELL. 


the  English  she  was  a  symbol  of  devotion  to  duty 
and  of  the  Christian  spirit,  but  to  the  Belgians  she 
was  something  more- — she  was  a  link  between 
them  and  England.  She  was  an  example  to  the 
whole  world  of  what  an  Englishwoman  can  do. 
She  had  risked  her  life  that  the  army  should  grow 
stronger,  and  the  soldiers  she  had  helped,  bore 
her  to  her  last  abode. 

To  a  deeply  sympathetic  audience,  M.  de  Leval 
read  the  letter  written  two  days  before  her  death 
to  her  pupil-nurses,  and  which  shows  that  she 
anticipated  the  extreme  penalty. 

The  now  familiar  details  of  her  arrest  and  trial 
took  on  a  new  significance  when  related  by  M.  de 
Leval,  who  had  spent  the  terrible  time  of  her 
trial    and    the    time    immediately    preceding    her 


moned  from  her  cell  with  her  fellow-prisoners,  and 
Stoeber,  "  elegant,  smiling,  almost  happy,"  read 
over  the  various  sentences.  For  Edith  Cavell, 
sentence  of  death.*"  Injthe" words  of  one'! of  her 
fellow-prisoners,  who  recorded  the  incidents,  she 
was  leaning  against  the  wall,  pale,  trembling,  but 
very  straight.  Asked  if  she  would  not  make  a 
plea  for  her  life,  she  refused  with  a  smile,  saying  : 
"  I  am  English  ;  they  want  my  life."  M.  de  Leva! 
told  his  breathless  audience  of  the  nurse  who  came 
to  him  with  the  news  of  the  death  sentence  and  of 
his  own  exclamation,  "  Impossible."  He  told  of 
his  visit  to'the  German  Legation,  only  to  find 
Baron  von  der  Lancken  out  at  a  place  of  amuse- 
ment of  no  great  repute  ;  and  of  his  message  to 
M.  de  Leval  that  he  would  come  to  speak  with  him 
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when  the  play  was  finished.  He  told  how  Von 
Bissing  had  retired  to  rest,  and  could  not  be 
disturbed  ;  but  that  how  a  message  came  finally 
from  him  that  matters  must  take  their  course, 
and  that  even  the  Kaiser  could  not  interfere! 
In  the  early  hours  of  the  next  morning,  Edith 
Cavell  was  shot  at  the  rifie-range. 

"  Some  said  that  she  fainted,"  said  M.  de  Leval. 
"No.  She  was  not  a  woman  to  faint."  Two 
minutes  before  she  died  she  wrote  in  her  prayer- 
book  the  dates  of  her  arrest,  trial  and  execution, 
adding  the  words,  "  My  love  to  my  mother." 
There  were  some  missing  from  the  funeral  on 
Friday,  said  M.  de  Leval,  who  should  have  been 
there — Von  Bissing,  Stoeber  and  the  Kaiser. 

We  noticed  on  the  platforrn  Miss  Cavell's  sister, 
Mrs.  Wainwright,  who  listened  to  the  painful  but 
glorious  record,  with  a  fortitude  that  was  not 
unworthy  of  her  kinship. 

LEGION  OF  HONOUR. 

France  has  conferred  the  posthumous  decoration 
of  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  on  Miss 
Edith  Cavell  ;  and  at  the  Queen's  Hall  (after  M. 
de  Leval's address),  Comte  Andre  D'Ormesson,  First 
Secretary  to  the  French  Embassy,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  French  Republic,  presented 
to  Mrs.  Wainwright  the  Cross  awarded  to  her 
heroic  sister,  with  the  words,  "  France  Salutes 
Our  Great  Dead." 

REGISTRATION  UP  TO  DATE, 


MEETING  TO  PROTEST  AGAINST  THE 
ATTEMPT  OF  THE  COLLEGE  COUNCIL  TO 
WRECK  THE  NURSES  REGISTRATION 
BILL. 

On  Friday  this  week,  -May  23rd,  a  Meeting 
will  be  held  to  protest  against  (i)  the  attempt 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  wreck  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  (2)  to  set  up  through  its  Bill 
in  the  House  of  Lords  a  Governing  Body  for 
the  Nursing  Profession,  on  which  not  one  seat 
is  secured  to  the  Nurses. 

The  Meeting  will  be  held  at  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  at  5  p.m.  Mr. 
Henbert  Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical  Hon. 
Secretary  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
will  be  in  the  Chair,  and  the  Resolutions,  which 
will  be  couched  in  no  uncertain  terms,  will  be 
proposed  by  Miss  Nina  Boyle,  a  brilliant  advo- 
cate of  justice  for  women,  and  by  Miss  E.  L.  C. 
Eden,  the  greatly  respected  Hon.  Advisor  of 
the  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses.  Dr. 
Crouch,  one  of  the  most  sympathetic  and  sin- 
cere friends  of  nurses,  and  many  others  will 
give  their  support. 

The  Meeting  is  free,  and  all  nurses  who 
value  professional  status,  and  personal  liberty, 
are  cordially  invited  to  take  part  in  protesting 
against  the  indefensible  policy  of  the  College 


Council  in  attempting  to  wreck  their  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  thrust  auto- 
cratic control  upon  them  through  their  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Lords.     See  page  ii  inside  cover. 

A  Vain  Delusion. 

One  of  the  most  vain  delusions  of  the  nurse 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is 
that  in  the  Bill  drafted  by'  its  Council,  and  never 
submitted  to  them  for  consideration,  two- 
thirds  of  their  Governing  Body  under  the  Bill 
must  be  nurses. 

The  Central  Comgiittee's  Bill  has  always 
provided  that  the  Direct  Representatives  of  the 
Xurses  must  be  nurses,  as  lay  and  medical 
representation  is  otherwise  provided. 

But  the  College  Bill,  until  its  seventh  draft 
appeared,  never  incorporated  this  safeguard, 
and  now  that  it  has  introduced  a  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Lords— presented  by  the  Treasurer 
of  Guy's  Hospital — the  subsection  which  made 
professional  representation  obligatory  has  been 
eliminated,  and  the  word  "  Person  "  substi- 
tuted for  "  Nurse,"  so  that  not  one  seat  is 
secured  to  Trained  Nurses  on  their  own 
Governing  Body,  and  the  whole  Council  may  be 
composed  of  employers.  This  may  suit  College 
Nurses,  but  it  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
Nursing  Profession  at  large. 

A  Wicked  Policy. 

The  order  issued  to  the  Nurse  Members  by 
the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to 
petition  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
wreck  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  knowing 
well  that  but  few  of  them  knew  the  issues  at 
stake,  has  aroused  most  bitter  indignation 
upon  the  part  of  the  memibers  of  the  profession 
who  are  not  under  hospital  control,  and  who, 
having  worked  and  paid  for  their  legal  status 
for  so  many  years,  do  understand  the  question. 
Moreover,  we  learn  that  this  wicked  f>olicy  does 
not  commend  itself  to  the  House  of  Commons 
or  the  public,  many  of  whom  now  realise  what 
a  dangerous  oligarchy  the  working  nurses  are 
up  against  in  the  combination  of  the  lay 
governors  and  matrons  of  the  Nurse-Training 
Schools.  From  the-  anti-registration  Matrons 
in  their  new  pose  of  registrationist  we  expected 
no  other  treatment,  but  from  women  like  Miss 
Cox-Davies,  Miss  Musson,  Miss  Rundle,  and 
others,  who  in  the  past  have  professed  to  sup- 
port the  principle  of  State  Registration,  that 
they  should  have  betrayed  our  cause  when  they 
realised  victory  was  within  our  grasp,  and  tried 
to  deprive  us  of  the  results  of  long  years  of 
devotion  to  professional  and  public  duty,  is 
amazing.     It  is  more  than  amazing — it  is  base. 
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A   REGISTRATION   ECHO. 


We  have  recently  been  reading  with  great 
interest  "  The  Life  and  Friendships  of  Catherine 
Marsh,"  by  L.  E.  O'Rorke,  especially  as  we  were 
connected  by  maniage  with  this  great  evangelist 
of  the  "Victorian  era,  who  ranks  with  Elizabeth 
Fry  and  Florence  Nightingale  as  one  of  the  three 
most  highly  distinguished  pioneers  of  women's 
benevolent  missions  in  the  world.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  sympathetic  friendship  which  existed 
between  Catherine  Marsh  and  Florence  Nightin- 
gale— as  the  letters  of  the  latter  disclose. 

In  the  spring  of  1892,  Catherine  Marsh  had  this 
deeply  interesting  letter  from  Miss  Nightingale, 
known  in  nursing  history  as  the  year  of  "  The 
Victory  of  the  Nurses,"  when  they  won  their  Royal 
Charter,  and  who  remain  until  this  day  the  only 
organisation  of  British  women  so  honoured  : — 

10,  South  Street,  March  24th,  1892.  Dearest 
Miss  Marsh,- — How  can  I  thank  you  enough  for  so 
kindly  writing  to  me,  and  how  much  good  your 
dear  letter  did  me  !  '  God  loves  her,  and  she 
knows  it  ;  and  she  loves  Him.'^ — how  God-like  are 
those  words.  I  repeated  them  to  a  poor  woman 
who  had  lost  everything  by  an  act  of  immorality 
and  breach  of  trust  :  her  good  situation,  her  cha- 
racter, her  child,  and  who  wished  to  destroy  herself. 
And  she  is  now  going  to  a  safe  situation,  where  the 
mistress  knows  it  all,  but  takes  her,  and  will  tell 
no  one,  so  that  she  may  lead  a  new  life,  with  her 
Saviour's  help. 

"  You  kindly  ask  after  me.  I  am  a  good  deal 
overworked,  but  thankful  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  at 
all.  [At  this  date  C.  M.  was  seventy- four,  arid 
F.  N.  seventy- three. — Ed.]  Kindly  pray  for  the 
Nurses  and  the  Nursing — not  only  for  ours  but  for 
all.  There  comes  sometimes  a  crisis  in  our  lives 
which  can  only,  I  was  going  to  say,  be  tided  over 
by  the  help  of  God,  as  if  that  were  not  always  our 
only  mainstay — I  mean,  of  course,  where  a  double 
measure  of  His  Spirit  is  needed  :  the  Comfoitei, 
who  was  promised  on  the  eve  of  the  Crucifixion  to 
teach  us  what  is  wrong  and  what  is  right.  Oi^r 
trial  is  not  crucifixion  but  fashion.  Nursing  has 
become  the  fashion,  and  it  biings  in  all  sorts  of 
amateur  alloy — and  public  life  instead  of  inner 
life — and  registering  instead  of  training — and  duty 
rather  loses  its  meaning  of  '  Work  of  God.' 
'  Behold  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord — be  it  unto  me 
according  to  Thy  word.'  Pray  that  to-morrow 
may  be  reall}'^  this.  On  the  other  hand  an  extra 
mercantile  spirit  has  come  in  of  forcing  up  wages, 
regardless  of  providing  a  life,  a  '  home  '  in  the 
meaning  that  home  ought  to  bear  of  '  constant 
supply  '  and  '  constant  sympathy  ' — regardless 
that  Hospital  and  Workhouse  Nursing  has  been 
raised  from  the  sink  it  was — not  more  by  training 
than  by  making  the  Hospital  and  District  Home 
a  place  wheie  no  good  mother  of  any  class  need 
fear  to  send  her  daughter — a  place  of  moral  safe- 
guard, good  and  kind  supervision,  good  com- 
panions, of  inspiring  help,  of  good  food  and 
lodging,  and  decency  and  discipline. 


But  I  did  not  mean  when  I  began  writing  to 
you,  dear  friend,  to  enlarge  on  Nursing,  upon  the 
influence  which  a  Nurse  ought  to  exert  on  the  (far 
better  educated  than  formerly)  men  patients, 
spying  out  whether  she  is  acting  up  to  her  pro- 
fession. But  your  kindness  and  desire  to  have 
your  prayers  for  grace  to  Him  Who  is  always 
smiling  on  us  if  we  do  not  willingly  grieve  Him, 
and  leading  us  back  if  we  do,  has  made  me  go  on 
to  you.  I  am  so  soriy  for  your  great  trial  of 
blindness." 


The  reference  to  "  registering  "  cannot  fail  to 
interest  us  deeply,  now  that  we  have  reached  the 
last  stage  of  the  long  struggle  for  State  Regis- 
tiation. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  estimate  conditions  and 
phases  of  thought  in  the  now  long-past  Victorian 
era — but  that  Miss  Nightingale  should  have  failed 
to  grasp  the  fact  that  the  essence  of  the  registration 
demand  was  to  define  and  register  a  high  standard 
of  "  training  "  that  a  Statutory  Authority  had 
become  so  urgent  a  necessity  ;  a  demand  which  the 
higher  nursing  educationists — otherwise  the  State 
Registrationists — had  clearly  defined  so  long  ago 
as  1887  ! 

1892  was  a  very  fateful  year  for  nurses.  The 
year  in  which  they  fought  their  monumental  battle 
with  the  Nurse-Training  Schools  before  the  Privy 
Council  for  the  Royal  Charter,  a  fight  which 
terminated  in  victory  for  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  but  which  cost  its  members 
/i,500  !  Some  day  the  inner  history  of  the 
"Thirty  Years'  War"  (the  struggle  of  British 
Nurses  for  legal  status)  must  be  written.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  struggles  between 
Capital  and  Labour  in  the  world— the  attempt  of 
might  to  crush  out  right — and  a  veritable  faijry 
tale  at  that.  It  has  taught  us  that  there  are  yet- 
invincible  powers  "  which  shape  our  ends,  rough 
hew  them  as  we  may." 


NO  MONOPOLY  FOR  THE  COLLEGE  OF 
NURSING,  LTD. 

The  claim  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  that  it 
must  have  equal  representation  to  all  the  nurses' 
self-governing  societies  combined,  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  on  numerical  grounds,  cannot 
be  maintained  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 

(i)  Because  it  has  done  very  little  to  promote 
State  Registration,  and  has  now  given  an  order 
to  wreck  the  Bill  of  those  groups  of  medical  men 
and  nurses  who  promoted,  worked  for,  and  paid 
for  the  reform. 

(2)  Because  its  members  sign  a  demo  alizing 
agreement  with  the  Council  of  the  College,  to  be 
removed  from  the  Register  and  membership, 
without  power  of  self-defence  ;  thus,  they  deprive 
themselves  and  incidentally  their  colleagues,  of 
power  of  self -protection.  That  14,000  trained 
nurses  should  have  willingly,  or  ignorantly,  placed 
themselves  in  such  a  defenceless  position,  is  proof 
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that  they  are  not  the  type  of  women  who  can  be 
trusted  to  safeguard  .the  interests  and  personal 
independence  of  their  colleagues.  One  intelligent 
sheep-dog  is  worth  a  whole  flock  of  sheep  ! 

All  the  pioneer  Registration  Societies  have  been 
content  with  one  representative,  in  spite  of  having 
paid  the  whole  expense — some  ^20,000 — of  pro- 
moting the  reform,  and  that  the  College  has  been 
given  equal  representation  with  the  Royal 
Chartered  Corporation,  four  representatives,  is 
very  generous  treatment.  No  one  society, 
especially  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  which 
counts  so  many  anti-registrationists  amongst  its 
members,  can  be  given  more  representation, 
without  controlling  the  policy  of  those  who 
strongly  disapprove  of  its  constitution  and  its 
arrogant  spirit.  The  fact  that  its  Executive  is 
entirely  controlled  by  four  male  officials — two  lay 
and  two  medical — is  exceedingly  distasteful  to 
enfranchised    nurses. 

"ST.    DUNSTAN'S    DAY." 


THE    WEDDING    OF    A    BLIND   SOLDIER. 

Little  did  Dunstan — some  time  Abbot  of 
Glastonbury,  and  later  popular  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  powerful  statesman — dream  that 
his  name  would  be  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  England,  blinded  in  the 
great  Avorld  war  nearly  1,000  years  later  !  The 
saintly  reformer  stands  now  by  tacit  consent  as  the 
patron  saint  of  them.  His  day  in  the  Church 
Calendar  is  May  19th.  It  would  have  been  an 
incident  of  happy  augury  if  his  "  Flag  Day  "  could 
have  been  fixed  for  that  day  instead  of  the  follow- 
ing. We  are  getting  sadly  used  to  the  sight  of  our 
sightless  heroes.  While  our  pity  never  lessens,  we 
admire  their  courage  and  cheerfulness,  and  their 
almost  marvellous  self-help.  Can  they  marry  ? 
Do  they  marry  ?  Are  there  in  England  women 
brave  enough,  pitiful  enough,  loving  enough  to 
marry  them  ?  We  are  proud  to  say  there  are. 
We  are  told  that  with  the  loss  oi  the  most  precious 
gift  of  sight  other  senses  are  quickened  and  stimu- 
lated.    The  following  story  goes  to  prove  it : — 

John  Montgomery  sat  in  the  Great  Hall  of  St. 
Dunstan 's  College,  deeply  depressed  ;■  no  one  was 
able  to  rouse  him  ;  he  sat  silent  and  miserable  day 
after  day,  refusing  to  be  comforted. 

"  Won't  you  go  for  a  drive  to-day,  the  weather  is 
so  fine  it  will  do  you  good  ?  " 

The  voice  was  sweet  and  musical,  it  touched  the 
"  lost  chord."  There  was  something  in  that  voice 
different  to  all  the  other  female  voices  he  heard  so 
frequently,  something  that  brought  a  smile  at  last 
to  his  sad  face,  something  that  brought  a  measure 
of  relative  happiness  to  his  loiiely  soul. 

"  Yes,  I  will,  if  you  will  go  Avith  me."  She  sat 
beside  him,  linked  her  arm  within  his,  and  talked 
to  him.  She  told  him  all  she  saw,  and  tried  to 
make  him  see  it  with  the  eyes  of  his  mind.  It  was 
enough  ;  the  sweet  voice  was  with  him  all  the  time. 


He  returned  from  that  drive  "  a  new  man,"  they 
said.  She  went  every  day  to  St.  Dunstan's, 
remained  with  him  till  the  evening,  took  him  for 
walks.  The  magic  and  witchery  of  her  sweet  voice 
and  manner  banished  the  misery  and  depression 
that  had  taken  possession  of  his  young  soul.  It 
returned  just  a  little  on  the  day  when  he  asked  her 
to  marry  him  ;  the  apprehension  of  a  refusal 
tormented  him. 

She  accepted  him.  "  Oh,"  he  gasped,  was  it 
really  true  ?  And  would  she  not  get  tired  of  him — 
was  she  sure  ?  And  would  she  go  with  him  home 
to  Aiistralia  ? 

A  few  friends  in  the  boarding  house  where  she 
lived  accompanied  them  to  the  church.  The  biide 
and  bridegroom  came  together,  his  arm  linked 
within  hers.  She  carried  a  bouquet  of  pink 
carnations,  her  favourite  flower.  "  Mind  the  step, 
now  another."  Slowly  and  carefully  she  guided 
him  up  the  chancel  and  into  the  sanctuary.  In 
clear  voices  the  man  and  the  woman  pledged  their 
troth.  Then  they  knelt  before  the  altar  in  silent 
prayer  with  the  "  two  or  three  gathered  together." 
It  was  a  moving  and  pathetic  sight  to  those  who 
had  their  sight.  Slowly  and  very  carefully  she 
guided  him  out  of  the  church.  They  all  stood 
together  in  the  brilliant  sunlight.  Warm  handshakes 
and  appropriate  words.  "  /  can't  see  my  wije's 
face."  The  eyelids  quivered  over  the  empty 
sockets.  "  She  has  a  very  sweet  face,"  I  said, 
laying  my  hand  upon  his  arm..  A  faint  smile.  A 
few  more  words,  so  empty  they  seemed,  as  we 
turned  and  left  them,  with  full  hearts.  It  was  a 
happy  wedding,  but  courage  and  character  will  be 
needed  to  maintain  it.  Maybe  St.  Dunstan  is 
interceding  for  them. 

Beatrice  Kent. 


HOSPITAL    WORLD. 


"VIEW     DAY"    AT    BART. 'S.— May    14th. 

The  votaries  of  Bart's  Hospital— principally 
no  doubt  former  graduates  of  the  famous  Nursing 
School-  -were  seen  in  large  numbers  in  every  ward 
and  corridor,  on  the  stairs,  and  in  the  Ufts  ;  one 
met  them  everywhere.  All  there  was  to  view  was 
very  interesting  and  very  clean.  Everybody  and 
everyi:hing  were  in  a  state  of  super-cleanliness  ! 
The  fine  old  oak  staircases  had  had  an  extra  scrub  ; 
the  handsome  balustrade  had  received,  quite 
obviously,  generous  elbow  grease  and  polish  ;  fresh 
quilts  on  every  bed  ;  fresh  bed  garments  on  every 
patient ;  floors  and  lockers  polished  to  look  like 
reflectors  ;  and  as  to  the  telephones  outside  each 
ward !  we  never  remember  to  have  seen  the  metal 
portion  so  exquisitely  polished  anywheie  !  In  the 
maternity  wards,  the  mothers  and  babies  looked 
charming,  gay  pink  and  blue  ribbons  adorned  the 
cots  and  the  hair  of  the  mothers. 

Every  ward  was  a  bower  of  flowers.  Exquisite 
pink  and  white  tuhps  appeared  to  be  favourites. 
We  saw  also  lovely  blue  bells,  hydrangeas,  &c.,  &c. 
Most  generous  and  delicious  teas  were  provided  for 
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the  guests  in  every  ward  by  the  Sisters.  The 
patients,  as  well  as  everyone  else,  appeared  to 
enjoy  the  occasion  thoroughly.  Before  leaving 
we  turned  our  steps  to  the  "  Nurses'  Home,"  and 
rested  a  little  in  the  sitting-room. 

Our  surprise  and  disappointment  were  great — the 
contrast  was  so  sharp.  We  are  assured  that  the 
hospital  is  richly  endowed  ;  then  we  wonder  thb 
more  that  nothing  better  can  be  provided  for  the 
Nurses  than  this  sunless,  cheerless  and  shabby 
room.  The  worst  feature  is  the  obvious  signs 
of  damp.  The  surface  of  the  walls  is  falling  away 
from  the  corroding  effect  of  excessive  damp.  If 
the  L.C.C.  had  powers  of  inspection  over  hospitals 
as  over  other  buildings,  we  feel  sure  that  such  a 
room  would  be  condemned  for  its  unhealthiness. 
W'hp.t  do  parents  say,  who  come  to  see  the  accom- 
modation which  their  daughters  will  have  when 
entering  as  probationers  ?  Can  they  be  satisfied  ? 
We  wonder  also  what  subscribers  would  say  !  Do 
they  know  it  ?     Doubtless  they  do  not. 

.  B.  K. 
QLEEN    MARY'S    HOME. 

We  are  not  surprised  that  a  stranger  should  be 
shocked  at  the  inadequacy  of  the  Nurses'  Home 
at  Bart's,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  real  effort 
is  at  last  to  be  made  to  supply  decent  accommoda- 
tion for  the  Nursing  stall.  It  is  a  very  great 
reflection  upon  the  wealthiest  city  in  the  world 
that  a  makeshift  should  have  been  permitted  so 
long. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  in  accepting  the  position 
of  President  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  alluded 
to  the  proposal  to  provide  a  new  Home  for  the 
nursing  staff,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
scheme  might  meet  with  complete  success.  Tne 
Queen  has  intimated  her  readiness  to  give  her 
name  to  the  Home,  which  is  to  be  called  "  Queen 
Mary's  Home  (or  Hostel)  for  St.  Bartholomew's 
Nurses.'" 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  building  shall  be 
within  the  precincts  of  the  hospital,  and  shall  be 
erected  with  an  accommodation  for  500  persons 
on  the  land  at  the  south-east  of  the  hospital  site 
extending  from  the  Post  Office  boundary  wall  to  the 
Little  Britain  gateway.  At  least  ;^i  50,000  will  be 
required  for  the  undertaking,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Governors  individually  and  the  public  as  well 
will  make  a  generous  response  to  the  appeal. 

A    REVISED    SCALE    OF    PAY. 

A  revised  scale  of  pay  has  been  instituted  for 
Sisters  and  Nurses.  Ward  Sisters  are  to  receive 
/75  per  annum,  increasing  ^5  every  three  years  to 
;^90.  Probationers  in  training  are  to  have  £ij\  in 
the  first  year,  ;^i8  in  the  second,  ;^22  in  the  third, 
and  ;^35  in  the  fourth.  Certificated  nurses  remain- 
ing in  service  after  the  completion  of  their  four 
year's  contract  are  to  receive  £^0  per  annum. 

A    WISE    DECISION. 

It  was  announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
St.  George's  Hospital,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  that 
a  decision  had  been  come  to  to  rebuild  the  hospital 
on     the    present    site.     Hospital    managers    are 


beginning  to  realise  that  to.  be  in  the  centre  of 
things  is  a  great  asset,  where  funds  are  required. 
The  noise  of  traffic  is  the  one  great  disadvantage 
of  building  at  Hyde  Park  Corner.  Modern  science 
should  do  something  to  mitigate  this  serious  trial 
to  the  sick. 

IN    GRATITUDE    FOR    WHAT    OUR    BOYS 
HAVE    DONE. 

Mr.  Dan  Mason,  of  Chiswick,  a  Vice-President 
of  the  West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith,  has 
announced  his  intention  of  providing  a  new  out- 
patient department  "  in  gratitude  for  what  our 
boys  have  done  in  the  war."  This  is  a  great  send- 
off  to  the-  appeal,  which  is  being  launched  for 
/ioo,ooo  for  an  urgently  needed  enlargement  of 
the  hospital  as  a  war  memorial  for  West  London. 

SEA    AIR    AND    SUNSHINE. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  pavilion  for 
the  Hayling  Island  branch  of  the  Alton  Hospital 
for  Crippled  Children  was  laid  by  Sir  W^illiam 
Tieloar  on  Primrose  Day,  in  the  presence  of 
Sir  William  Dunn,  his  co-trustees,  Miss  Treloar, 
and  a  number  of  friends.  The  new  pavilion,  to 
contain  50  beds,  will  supplement  the  valuable 
work  done  for  tuberculous  crippled  children  at 
Alton,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  combination  of 
sea  air  with  sunshine  will  greatly  help  suitable 
cases,  and  incidentally  forward  scientific  research 
on  a  subject  that  has  proved  of  deep  national 
concern. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Edge  View  Sanatorium,  Kinver,  Staffordshire. — -Miss 
Margaret  F.  Macintyre,  A.R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow.  She  has  been  Sister  at  the  Bridge  of  Weir 
Sanatorium,  N.B.  ;  Out-Patient  and  Massage  Sister, 
Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge;  Night  Super- 
intendent, Fulham  Infirmary;  Assistant  Matron  at  the 
infirmary,  Isleworth;  Superintendent  of  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Nurses'  Home,  and  Matron  of  the  Durham 
County  Sanatorium.  Since  August,  19 14,  Miss 
Macintyre  has  been  with  the  T.F.N.S.  at  the  Third 
London  General  Hospital. 


Miss  Mabel  Jeffrey,  who  has  been  on  the  French  Flag 
Nursing  Corps  for  three  years,  has  been  appointed  for 
twelve  months'  service  in  Serbia.  She  leaves  about 
the  middle  of  June,  and  will,  we  feel  sure,  find  her  new 
sphere  of  duty  extreme!}^  interesting. 

QUEEN      VICTORtA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR      NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Olive  Goddard  is  appointed  to  Gloucester- 
shire C.N. A.,  as  Assist.  Supt.  and  Health  Visitor ; 
Miss  Annie  Aldridge  is  appointed  to  Darlaston ; 
Miss  Emily  J.  Allen,  to  Willenhall ;  Miss  Annie 
L .  Bailey,  to  Gloucester ;  Miss  Helen  •  Foulkes, 
to  Central  St.  Pancras  ;  Miss  Edith  A.  Gardner,  to 
Hastings  ;  Miss  Frances  E.  Morrison,  to  Manchester 
(Salford)  ;  Miss  Amy  L.  Pell,  to  Rawtenstall ;  Miss 
Gladys  M.  Roberts,  to  Kidderminster ;  and  Miss 
Margaret  Stead,  to  Tettenhall. 
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A   NATIONAL   LOSS  TO    AMERICA. 

This  month's  American  Journal  of  Nursing  con- 
tains the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  Miss  Jane  A. 
Delano,  R.N.,  which  took  place  at  Saveney, 
France  : — 

"  Miss  Delano,  in  her  position  as  chief  of  the 
Nursing  Department  of  the  Red  Cross,"  says  the 
American  Journal,  "  has  rendered  the  greatest 
service  of  any  woman  in  this  country  which  has 
had  for  its  object  the  winning  of  the  war.  Her 
department  was  the  only  branch  of  Government 
service  that  was  ready  when  war  was  declared,  we 
have  been  told.  For  nearly  ten  years,  Miss  Delano 
had  given  gratuitous  service  to  the  Red  Cross  as 
the  representative  of  the  American  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, and  her  hours  were  as  long  as  are  those  of 
the  humblest  clerk,  while  her  responsibilities  were 
as  great  as  those  of  an  ambassador." 

Miss  Delano  maintained  the  highest  professional 
standard,  making  her  department  an  example  to 
Red  Cross  Societies  all  over  the  world.  ■ 

Miss  Delano  was  a  graduate  of  Bellevue  Hospital, 
New  York,  and  later,  after  having  held  several 
minor  positions,  she  was  superintendent  of 
Bellevue  Hospital.  Her  interest  in  the  Red  Cross 
came  from  her  experiences  in  a  yellow  fever 
epidemic  in  Florida,  where  she  served  as  a  volun- 
teer under  Clara  Barton,  then  head  of  the  Red 
Cross.  She  was  at  the  head  of  the  American 
Army  Nurse  Corps  at  the  time  of  her  appointment 
as  chief  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and  held 
both  positions  for  a  period  of  three  years.  She 
was  president  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association 
from  1909  to  191 1.  She  was  without  doubt  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  and  universally  respected 
of  superintendents  in  America. 

During  the  Memorable  Meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses,  which  was  held  in 
London  in  1909,  Miss  Delano  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  her  colleagues  in  Europe,  and  it  was  at  a 
delightful  luncheon  party,  given  by  the  then 
American  Ambassador,  the  late  Mr.  Whitelaw 
Reid,  that  Miss  Delano's  special  fitness  for  the 
superintendence  of  the  American  Army  Nurse 
Corps  was  recognised  and  advocated. 

The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  offers  deep 
sympathy  to  the  American  Nurses'  Association  at 
this  irreparable  loss — the  greatest  sustained  by 
the  nursing  world  during  the  war. 


"  That  all  this  restless  rush,  this  strain  and  strife 

This  noise  and  clash,  is  but  the  fan  farade 
That  ushers  in  the  more  majestic  life. 

When  faith  shall  walk  with  science  unafraid, 
To  feel  the  strong  vibrations  of  the  earth, 

To  sense  the  coming  of  the  hour  sublime. 
And  bless  the  stsir  that  watched  above  your  birth 

And  let  you  live  in  this  important  time." 


BRITISH  WOMEN  VISIT  BATTLEFIELDS  AT 
THE  INVITATION  OF  THE  MAYOR  OF  LILLE. 

Dear  Editor, — I  thought  you  might  like  to 
hear  a  few  of  our  experiences  during  the  eight  days 
we  were  in  France. 

We  were  a  party  of  twenty  women,  chosen  to 
represent  various  departments  of  life,  and  I  felt 
very  lucky  to  be  included  in  the  number. 

We  had  an  uneventful  journey  to  Paris,  where 
we  stayed  the  night,  but  our  journey  next  day 
from  Paris  to  Lille  was  full  of  events.  When 
near  Bapaume,  a  delayed-action  German  mine 
exploded  on  the  railway  line,  and  had  our  train 
been  ten  minutes  sooner  our  journey  and  our  lives 
would  have  ended  rather  suddenly. 

We  waited  there  for  a  long  time,  while  passen- 
gers took  the  opportunity  to  get  out  and  collect 
souvenirs  from  the  battle-field. 

We  then  had  to  go  back  as  far  as  Amiens,  and 
travel  round  by  a  very  long  route  via  Abbeville, 
Montreuil,  Arras  and  Douai ;  and  at  Arras,  our 
engine  ran  off  the  line,  and  we  had  another  long 
wait. 

We  found  plenty  to  interest  us  on  the  way. 
We  passed  Albert  and  Courcelette — both  in  ruins — 
miles  of  devastated  blackened  country  with  not 
a  living  tree  or  sign  of  life  anywhere,  full  of  shell- 
holes,  dug-outs,  and  masses  of  debris  lying  about, 
barbed  wire,  old  iron,  shell  cases,  being  sorted 
and  tidied  up  by  the  Chinese  Labour  Company. 
We  saw  fields  of  tanks  ;  also  very  many  cemeteries 
with  their  little  wooden  crosses,  and  many  solitary 
graves,  and  imtil  it  got  too  dark  for  us  to  see,  the 
way  was  full  of  interest. 

We  finally  reached  Lille  at  midnight  instead  of 
midday.  We  stayed  at  the  Hotel  de  I'Europe,  in 
which  the  Kaiser  stayed  when  in  Lille  ;  but  though 
two  of  the  party  slept  in  the  room  he  occupied, 
he  did  not  haunt  their  dreams  !  We  noticed  that 
every  bit  of  brass,  electric  light  fittings,  handles 
to  the  chest  of  drawers  in  our  bedrooms,  had  been 
taken  away  by  the  Germans  before  they  left. 

The  next  day  we  were  received  by  the  Mayor, 
who  welcomed  us  ;  and  Lady  Brittain,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  party,  made  a  charming  speech 
expressing  the  admiration  of  all  present  for  the 
faith  and  endurance  shown  by  the  women  of 
France,  who  had  suft'ered  such  unspeakable  hard- 
ships at  the  hands  of  their  brutal  invaders.  And 
from  the  gentlemen  connected  with'  the  civic 
life  of  the  town  we  heard  many  sad  tales  about 
our  British  prisoners  (of  whom  there  were  ^50 
in  Lille),  and  of  the  cruel  way  they  were  treated 
during  the  four  years  of  German  occupation. 
We  also  heard  with  gratitude  never  to  be  forgotten 
how  they  helped  and  fed  our  prisoners  at  the 
risk  of  heavy  punishment  to  themselves.  Notwith- 
standing this,  many  died  of  hardship  and  starva- 
tion and  brutal  treatment ;  one  man  being  beaten 
to  death  with  bayonets  for  picking  up  a  piece  of 
beetroot  skin. 
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On  Sunday  we  visited  the  prisoners'  graves  in 
the  cemetery  at  Lille,  and  took  some  flowers  for 
them  ;  they  are  buried  two  in  one  grave,  and  many 
of  the  crosses  are  marked  "  Inconnu  "  ;  the  graves 
are  well-cared  for  and  the  ground  was  blue  with 
forget-me-nots  growing  all  around.  We  were 
taken  to  the  Museum  at  Lille,  from  which  many 
valuable  pictures  and  statues  were  taken  away 
by  the  Germans,  but  they  have  nearly  all  been  got 
back  since  the  Armistice. 

We  i^lso  visited  the  American  Red  Cross  Depot, 
which  is  now  doing  wonderful  work  in  supplying 
comforts  and  furniture  for  the  ruined  homos  of 
the  French  people. 

]N  ot  the  least  interesting  of  the  things  we  did  was 
to  visit  the  systematically-destroyed  factories 
in  or  near  Lille.  In  September,  1917,  the  Germans 
began  to  break  up  the  factories,  and  by  June,  1918, 
they  were  all  broken  up.  The  actual  material 
found  in  the  factories  was  all  sent  to  Germany. 
The  first  one  we  were  taken  over  was  a  spinning 
flax  and  thread  factory.  The  Germans  took  away 
the  forty-five  looms  and  every  spinning  engine, 
they  destroyed  every  bit  of  machinery,  pulling 
up  by  a  crane  a  600  lb.  weight  to  the  top  floor, 
making  holes  through  and  dropping  the  weight 
on  to  the  machinery  underneath.  All  broken  up 
steel  and  lead,  &c.,  were  taken  for  munitions. 
To  do  this  job  thoroughly  they  employed  a 
professional  gang  of  house  breakers — seventy-five 
in  number^ — sent  from  Maison  d'Haas,  ct  Magde- 
berg,  to  break  up  the  factory  ;  these  men  worked 
under  military  control.  This  factory  alone  sus- 
tained a  definite  loss  of  six  million  francs  ;  and 
it  will  cost  three  times  this  to  replace  and  establish 
it. 

The  other  factory  we  visited  was  at  Lesquin, 
South  of  Ronchin,  the  Thompson-Houston  factory, 
where  they  made  steam  turbines  and  electrical 
appliances.  All  the  machinery  v/as  broken  up 
piece  by  piece  ;  the)^  took  away  what  they  could, 
and  destroyed  the  rest.  One  building  was  taken 
away  piece  by  piece  and  set  up  in  Germany,  and 
before  they  left  on  October  17th,  19 18,  they  went 
round  with  lighted  torches,  setting  fire  to  every- 
thing, laughing  like  devils  in  their  glee.  Enghsh, 
French  and  Italian  prisoners  all  used  to  work  here, 
but  the  English  were  treated  much  worse  than  the 
others,  and  many  died. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  German  occupation  they 
were  lodged  in  a  room  next  to  the  ammunition 
dump,  so  that  if  the  English  bombed  it  they  would 
be  blown  up.  500,000  people  were  put  out  of 
employment  by  the  destroyal  of  the  factories. 

The  factory  people  in  Lille  were  the  first  people 
to  have  the  system  of  pensions,  they  got  their 
pensions  after  working  for  thirty  years,  30  francs 
per  fortnight  for  the  men,  25  francs  for  women, 
they  are  also  decorated  by  Government,  and  have 
the  option  of  remaining  at  their  work  or  retiring  on 
their  pension. 

About  the  deportation  of  the  women,  we  heard 
the  shameful  facts  from  the  women  themselves. 


some  of  whom  we  visited  in  their  homes.  Many 
thousands  were  deported  from  Lille  alone  ;  they 
were  treated  with  every  circumstance  of  indecency 
and  disrespect.  They  were  away  six  or  eight 
months,  and  were  only  allowed  to  return  home 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Pope. 

We  visited  some  of  the  schools,  and  saw  the 
school  children  who  have  suffered  under  the 
German's  occupation.  The  children  are  two  inches 
shorter  than  they  should  be  owing  to  insufficient 
nourishment. 

Our  journeys  outside  Lille  were  taken  in  an 
Army  motor  lorry,  and  many  days  we  journeyed 
eighty  miles  in  this.  We  visited  places,  the  names 
of  which  are  so  familiar  to  us,  we  have  so  often 
heard  them  spoken  of  by  our  men — Armentieres, 
Merville,  Locon,  Bethune,  La  Bassee,  Lens,  Arras, 
Vimy  Ridge,  Bailleul,  Kemmel,  and  Ypres. 
They  are  simply  indescribable,  one  can  never 
realise  the  utter  ruin  and  desolation  of  these 
places  without  seeing  them,  one  wonders  that 
anyone  came  out  alive,  and  we  are  more  than  ever 
filled  with  admiration  for  our  men  who  went 
through  it  all  with  such  unfailing  spirit  year  after 
year. 

Fought  over  for  four  years  these  beautiful  towns 
are  nothing  now  but  heaps  of  ruins,  and  yet  the 
people  are  going  back  to  live  among  them,  and  are 
in  a  most  plucky  way  trying  to  build  up  among 
the  remnants  some  small  corner  where  they  can 
live.  A  women  in  Lens,  living  among  a  few  sticks 
and  stones  where  her  home  should  have  been,  told 
us,  "  It  was  better  to  be  at  home  in  the  wreck  than 
in  lodgings  with  strangers."  In  another  ruined 
home  in  Locon,  where  we  had  our  sandwiches,  they 
served  us  with  hot  coft'ee  as  we  sat  round  the  stove. 
On  the  wall  still  hung  a  crucifix,  and  in  one  corner 
was  a  counter  and  a  stock  of  tinned  food,  post- 
cards, chocolate,  &c.,  with  which  they  did  quite  a 
trade.  Their  sleeping  quarters  were  on  some  straw 
on  a  few  boards  they  had  fixed  on  to  the  rafters. 
Outside  they  were  cultivating  a  garden  and 
growing  vegetables.  It  was  while  waiting  here  we 
talked  to  a  Chinese,  who  smiled  all  over  his  face 
when  we  gave  him  cigarettes  and  matches,  and 
asked  us  "  Were  we  Blighty."  We  saw  boards  up 
with  familiar  names,  "  Lime  Streeet,"  "  Paradise 
Corner,"  and  were  told  that  not  far  from  here  there 
were  i.ooo  Germans  still  unburied,  "  skeletons  in 
uniforms."  All  the  country  is  dead  and  destroyed  ; 
cemeteries  are  everywhere,  some  in  perfect  con- 
dition, others  churned  up  by  constant  shelling. 
Not  a  living  tree  or  bush  for  miles. 

Vimy  Ridge  is  a  place  to  haunt  one.  We  walked 
right  over  it,  about  five  miles  ;  everywhere  are 
trenches,  barbed  wire,  shell  holes,  dug  outs,  graves 
in  shell  holes,  on  mounds,  marked  by  crosses,  some 
named,  many  unknown,  nearly  all  Canadians,  who 
finally,  in  April,  191 7,  took  Vimy  Ridge  after 
several  attempts.  A  place  of  shadows,  inexpres- 
sibly sad,  and  yet  one  did  see  signs  of  spring  and  of 
new  life  there,  in  the  daffodils,  violets  and  wood 
anemones  which  were  springing  up  among  the  dead 
trees  and  blackened  bushes  on  the  Ridge.    Kindlv 
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Nature  is  trying  to  cover  with  her  carpet  of  green 
the  hideous  ravages  of  man. 

And  of  Ypres,  with  its  once  magnificent  cathe- 
dral and  beautiful  Cloth  Hall,  what  can  one  say  ? 
It  is  past  description,  and  the  whole  country  round 
is  desolation.  We  went  along  the  famous  Menin 
Road,  where  we  saw  much  of  the  actual  details  of 
the  fighting,  tanks  embedded  in  mud  or  in  shell 
holes  full  of  water  ;  dug-outs,  trenches,  miles  of 
wire  entanglements,  camouflage,  unending  ceme- 
teries, and  mile  after  mile  of  devastated  country. 
During  this  we  passed  through  Dickebusch  Locre, 
Neuve  Eglise,  Kemmel,  Messines,  Ploegsteert, 
Sanctuary  Wood — names  always  to  be  remem- 
bered. How  often  have  we  not  heard  our  men  at 
Endell  Street  giving  the  account  of  the  day  they 
were  wounded  at  such  and  such  a  place.  These 
places,  vaguely  outlined  in  one's  imagination  and 
heard  about  with  all  sympathy,  have  now  become 
real  pictures,  speaking  with  redoubled  meaning  of 
the  heroism,  courage  and  suffering  of  the  battle- 
fields. 

On  our  return  journey  we  motored  from  Lille  to 
Boulogne,  and  after  passing  Arques,  the  last  place 
taken  by  the  Germans  before  their  retreat,  it  was  a 
refreshing  change  to  come  into  beautiful  undulating 
country  undestroyed  by  man,  with  woods  covered 
with  cowslips  and  trees  clad  in  their  new  spring 
foliage — a  healing  sight  indeed. 

I  returned  from  my  visit  feeling  an  overwhelm- 
ing sympathy  for  the  French  people  in  their  sad 
plight,  and  great  thankfulness  that  a  like  fate  had 
not  overtaken  us  and  our  country,  at  least  immune 
from  the  ravages  of  war. 

G.  R.  Hale. 


BOOK    OP   THE    WEEK. 


LEGAL   MATTERS. 

PROBATIONERS    CHARGED    WITH 
ASSAULTING     COLLEAGUE. 

Six  probationary  nurses  at  the  Bermondsey 
Infirmary — Misses  Emily  Cox,  Florence  Couchman, 
Mabel  Bookman,  Hilda  Lawrence,  Mary  Martin, 
and  Esther  Piercy — were  summoned  at  the  Tower 
Bridge  Police  Court,  on  Saturday,  May  17th,  on 
a  charge  of  assaulting  Emily  Russell  (also  a  pro- 
bationer) by  ducking  her  in  a  bath. 

Mr.  Percy  Robinson,  who  defended,  offered  an 
apology,  which  the  plaintiff  refused  to  accept. 
The  summons  against  Miss  Cox  was  dismissed, 
and  the  others,  adjoxuned. 

FINED   AS  BOGUS   NURSE. 

Charged  with  falsely  representing  herself  to  be 
a  trained  nurse,  Gretna  McNeil  was  recently  fined 
at  Colchester  /30,  or  two  months'  imprisonment. 

The  evidence  showed  that  by  means  of  forged 
characters,  in  which  she  described  herself  as 
specially  trained  to  safeguard  children,  she  was 
engaged  at  /60  a  year  by  Mrs.  Holt,  wife  of  a 
commander  in  the  Navy.  She  slapped  the  baby 
severely  and  proved  to  have  no  knowledge  of 
nursing.  When  her  incompetence  was  discovered 
she  feigned  illness,  but  recovered  directly  a  doctor 
was  sent  for. 


"HER    MOTHERS  BLOOD."* 

The  opening  incidents  of  this  story  relate  how 
Lady  Garleston,  on  what  was  supposed  to  be  her 
death-bed,  tells  Lady  June,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  house,  of  her  illegitimacy. 

"  You  are  not  really  my  daughter.  You  know 
that,  do  you  not,  darling  ?  You  have  extraordin- 
ary intuitive  powers.  You  inherit  that  from  your 
own  dear  mother.  She  was  a  Japanese,  June,  and 
she  died  when  you  were  born." 

The  sick  woman  goes  on  to  tell  Lady  June  of 
the  circumstances  of  her  birth. 

In  the  early  years  of  her,inarried  life,  she  and 
Lord  Garleston  had  been  estranged  for  some  years, 
and  during  part  of  this  period  he  had  lived  in 
Japan  with  a  young  Japanese  girl,  O'Take-San, 
whose  daughter  June  was. 

The  authoress  has  written  a  previous  book  to 
the  one  under  consideration,  entitled  "  The  Twin 
Soul  of  O'Take-San,"  which  probably  deals  with 
this  period,  though  we  do  not  recollect  having 
read  it. 

Strangely  enough,  June  at  once  feels  the  call  of 
Japan  and  her  own  mother's  people  to  be  para- 
mount, and  it  outweighs  her  attachment  to  her 
very  desirable  lover.  Jack  Ashrtiount.  The  two 
reasons  she  gives  him  for  the  rupture  of  the 
engagement  are  the  facts  of  her  illegitimacy  and 
Japanese  mother,  and  her  strong  persuasion 
that  the  East  wa§  drawing  her  to  return  to  her 
own  environment. 

Some  months  later,  June  and  her  half-sister, 
Lady  Vera,  find  themselves  established  in  the 
British  Embassy,  under  the  care  of  Lady  Garleston's 
old  friend,  the  wife  of  the  British  Ambassador. 

The  authoress  is  evidently  quite  at  home  in 
Japan,  and  it  is  her  descriptions  of  the  country 
and  characteristics  of  the  people  that  lend  the  book 
its  greatest  attraction. 

The  Japanese  belief  in  reine^nation  takes  a 
great  hold  on  June's  imagination.  During  the 
visit  to  her  mother's  grave.  Lady  Greenwood 
relates  to  the  girl,  in  the  words  of  her  dead  little 
Japanese  mother,  the  story  of  the  love  of  which 
June  was  the  offspring. 

They  had  together  come  to  the  cemetery. 

"  There,  framed  between  the  trunks  of  two 
great  over-reaching  pines,  and  with  the  faint, 
distant  view  of  the  coast,  and  of  the  sacred  peak 
she  had  loved  so  well  visible  in  the  soft  evening 
shades,  was  the  tranquil  spot  where  0'Tak6-San 
slept  her  last  long  sleep." 

The  quaint  Japanese  custom  of  leaving  food 
for  the  dead,  is  described.         *' 

"  Auntie,"  said  June.  "  Someone  has  been 
to  visit  the  grave  quite  lately  ;  here  before  the 
grave,  is  a  little  lacquer  tray  liolding  bowls  of 
rice,  and  small  dishes  of  Japanese  food.  See, 
the  cup  of  tea  is  still  quite  warm.     See,  Auntie, 

*By  Baroness  Albert  D'Anethan.  London : 
Skeffington  &  Son,  Ltd. 
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there  are  even  a  pair  of  fresh  wooden  chop-sticks 
lying  near  the  Httle  repast." 

Lady  Greenwood  turned  to  June. 

"  Here,  by  your  sweet  mother's  grave,  I  will 
repeat,  as  far  as  I  can  in  her  own  words,  the  vision 
that  visited  O'Take-San  the  first  time  she  met  your 
father."  (We  have  only  space  to  quote  the  end 
of  her  poetic  fancy.)  "As  I  watched,  from  the 
heart  of  the  lotus  buds  which  had  opened  to  let 
them  go  free,  a  pair  of  butterflies  arose,  and, 
together  they  flew,  light  as  dreams,  up,  up  into 
the  soft  bright  bands  of  clouds  far,  far  into  the 
pearly  haze  till  they  were  seen  no  more.  But  I 
seemed  to  know  that  thus  would  those  two  wander 
together  aeon  after  :^eon  for  all  eternity." 

June  forms  a  close  friendship  with  Nami-Ko, 
the  wife  of  Count  Takhashi,  who  had  himself 
received  a  European  education  and  was  once  a 
Christian,  but  had  since  abjured  the  faith.  Nami- 
Ko  tells  June,  "  He  liked  the  English  far  better 
than  the  peoples  of  other  countries  ;  but  even  in 
England  he  found  no  ideals  equal  to  the  beautiful 
ideals  of  his  youth." 

Nami-Ko,  when  she  was  at  the  point  of  death, 
tells  June  that  it  is  her  greatest  wish  that  she 
should  marry  Count  Takahashi  after  she  is  gone. 
June,  however,  is  urgently  recalled  to  England, 
and  Jack  Ashmount  attains  his  heart's  desire  ; 
and  they  are  married  before  he  goes  to  the  Front. 
Unhappily,  however,  he  is  badly  gassed,  and  June, 
who,  in  his  absence  "had  passed  with  flying 
colours,  her  examination  as  a  V.A.D.  nurse," 
tends  him  to  the  end. 

"  It  was  some  years  later  that  the  Japanese 
Ambassador  paid  one  of  his  periodical  visits 
to  Bellingham.  He  arrived  unannounced,  remain- 
ing unusually  long  with  the  young  widow. 

And  it  was  following  this  visit  that  J  une  sat  for 
a  considerable  space  gazing  before  her  with  the 
far-away  look  of  Japanese  days  in  her  eyes. 

From  which  we  infer  that  the  call  of  "  Her 
Mother's    Blood  "    proved    irresistible. 

H.  H. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

May  2^rd. — Meeting  to  protest  against  the 
breach  of  faith  with  Trained  Nurses  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Not  one  seat  is  secured 
to  Trained  Nurses  on  their  own  Governing  Body 
in  its  Bill  introduced  by  Viscount  Goschen  into 
the  House  of  Lords.  Chair  :  Mr.  Herbert 
Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  M.C.Cantab.  Medical 
Society's  Rooms,  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish 
Square,  London,  W.     5  p.m.     Admission  free. 

May  ■^oth  to  June  6th. — Nurses'  Missionary 
League  Summer  "  Camp "  for  Nurses.  Old 
Jordan's  Hotel,  Beaconsfield. 

May  2-^rd. — Guy's  Hospital  Past  and  Present 
Nurses'  League.  Dinner  7  p.m.  Annual  meeting 
8  p.m.     Nurses'  Home,  Guy's  Hospital,  S.E.  i. 

May  22,rd. —  Annual  Meeting,  East  London 
Nursing  Society,  Chapter  House,  St.  Paul's. 
3  pm. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  IN  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NO     BLANK     CHEQUES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  have  just  read  the  reply  of  a  member 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  "  Life-long 
Registrationist."  The  first  thing  that  cairght  my 
attention  was  the  justice  of  the  B.J.N,  in  printing 
such  a  letter.  I  have  had  many  letters  protesting 
against  College  methods  turned  down  by  their 
subsidised  press.  One  more  reason  nurses  should 
support  a  Nurses'  Journal.  There  are  two  sides 
to  every  question — though  one  may  be  black  ! 
"  Slim  "  is  a  delightful  word,  yet  I  doubt  if  it  is 
strong  enough  to  describe  the  methods  employed 
by  the  College  to  wreck  the  Nurses  Bill.  Here  in 
Scotland  they  have  attempted  to  create  chaos  ; 
misleading  petitions  have  been  thrust  on  the 
Nurses.  Hospital  Governors  fully  realise  the  bias 
given  to  a  petition  if  launched  under  the  wing  of 
their  paid  representative — the  Matron.  Intimi- 
dation is  a  mild  description  of  the  means  employed 
in  some  hospitals — one  knows  well  that  silent 
pressure  from  "  the  Offlce."  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment cannot  realise  it ;  possibly  no  one'can  who 
has  not  been  through  the  mill.  "  The  College  " 
vaunt  their  honesty  of  purpose,  yet  the  means 
they  have  adopted  to  gain  members  is  obviously 
wide  of  the  mark.  In  the  first  place,  they  pro- 
mised nurses  that  Parliament  would  accept  their 
register  and  the  guinea  paid  by  the  nurses  would 
secure  to  them  a  plsce  on  the  State  Register  as 
well  as  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  College. 
The  College  is  now  criticising  the  compromise 
agreed  to  by  Major  Barnett,  though  justice  would 
have  fixed  the  registration  fee  at  £2  2s.  and  left 
the  College  to  find  the  fimds  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  claims  of  deluded  nurses.  x\gain,  the 
Governors  of  at  least  one  hospital  are  paying  the 
nurses'  "  College  "  subcription,  so  anxious  are 
they  to  get  "  sheep  "  for  the  fold.  One  wonders, 
is  this  public  money  subscribed  for,  but  diverted 
from,  the  sick  ?  The  ho.spitals  generally  have 
refused  to  let  nurses  hear  our  side  of  the  question, 
and  many  nurses  have  reproached  me  that  they 
heard  of  our  societies  after  they  had  been  "  had," 
but  the  fault  lies  with  the  College  not  with  the 
Nurses'  Societies,  who  have  .  done  everything 
possible  to  warn  and  rouse  the  profession  to  the 
danger  which  threatens  it. 

It  makes  one  smile  to  hear  Viscount  Goschen 
President  of  Guy's  Hospital,  is  championing  the 
College  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Many  of  these 
hospital  governors  who,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  are 
struggling  to  convince  nurses  that  they  really  have 
their  interests  at  heart,  will  find  it  hard  work. 
Our  interests  have  been  neglected  for  years  ;  we 
have  been  trained  as  most  expedient  for  the 
hospitals.     Salaries   for   skilled   work  are   still   a 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Flt^cl"  •  ^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*   it  51  •  branch    is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

^^/•/\nrl  •  ^^^  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
06C00Q  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

T^L|*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceuticzd 
*  lit*  U  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analyticeJ  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

Frfcll*»l"Vl  •  ^^^  Drugs  at  ^very  branch  are  always 
A  UUl  Lil  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men-will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 
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Managing   Director. 
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farce,  and  though  our  Colonies  have  proved  that 
an  8-hour  day  is  possible  for  nurses,  we  are  still 
expected  to  worl<;  twice  as  long  as  any  working 
man. 

Such  actions  are  not  easily  forgotten,  nor  can 
we  be  expected  to  trust  those  responsible  for  them 
even  if  they  advertise  their  change  of  heart  on  sky- 
:  igns. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  B.  N.  Paterson, 
(Late  Sister  Guy's  Hospital,  London)- 

BRITISH   ARMY  OF  THE   RHINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 

Dear  Madam, — To-day  we  saw  in  the  Times, 
May  loth,  the  King's  Warrant  with  regard  to 
war  gratuities  to  be  given  to  members  of  the 
Nursing  Services.  All  Territorials  and  Reserves 
are  amazed  to  see  that  any  difference  should  be 
made  in  the  scale  of  gratuities  given  to  Regulars 
and  to  so-called  "  temporaries."  Under  the  new 
Warrant  the  gratuities  of  Regulars  are  practically 
doubled,  whereas  for  Reserves  and  Territorials  the 
increase  on  the  old  scale  is  infinitesimal. 

Why  should  Regulars  receive  more  ?  They  are 
simply  following  their  own  chosen  branch  of  the 
profession,  and  are  working  on  towards  their 
pensions,  while  Reserves  and  Territorials  have 
given  up  good  posts  and  prospects  of  better  ones  to 
serve  their  country.  Another  point  is  that  pro- 
motion during  the  war  (with  corresponding 
increases  in  pay)  has  been  very  rapid  for  members 
of  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  and  they  certainly  have  no 
right  to  expect  any  larger  gratuities  than  the 
"  temporary  nurses  "  working  under  the  same 
conditions  as  themselves. 

In  the  Regular  Service  all  ranks  below  that  of 
Principal  Matron  are  to  receive  £/[o  for  first  year's 
service,  so  why  differentiate  in  rank  for  Territorials 
and  Reserves  and  give  ;^2o,  ;^30  and  £40  to  staff 
nurses,  sisters  and  matrons  respectively  ?  And 
why  for  each  subsequent  year's  service  abroad 
should  the  Regular  receive  ^12  to  our  £6  ? 
-  Don't  you  agree  that  the  three  branches  of  the 
Nursing  Service  should  all  receive  the  same  scale 
of  gratuity  ? 

I  am,  yours  sincerely, 
"  Temporary  Sister," 

Army  of  the  Rhine. 

[We  quite  agree  with  the  opinion  of  this  corres- 
pondent— equal  pay  for  equal  work. — Ed.] 

P5YCHIC     PHENOMENA. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  wonder  what  Miss  Macdonald 
would  advise  in  the  case  of  nurses  and  their 
patients  who  have  first-hand  experience  of  appari- 
tions, and  the  number  is  likely  to  increase.  Are 
they  to  be  told  that  it  is  harmful  to  them  to 
investigate  such  phenomena,  or  to  be  left  to 
accept  any  explanation — probably  a  material  one — 
that  they  may  chance  to  encounter  ? 

The  war  has  roused  latent  psychic  faculty  in 
many.     The  loss  of  dear  ones  has  wrung  "  Quo 


Vadis  ?  •"  from  thousands  of  anguished  hearts,  for 
in  this  crucial  respect  the  teaching,  or  lack  of  it, 
of  the  churches  has  failed.  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  in 
his  "  Ra5Tiiond,"  and  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  in 
"  The  New  Revelation,"  have  done  much  to  supply 
the  deficiency.  • 

Nothing  has  impressed  me  more  painfully  during 
the  war  than  the  misplaced  pity  wasted  on  those 
who  have  died.  So  little  do  the  majority  under- 
stand death  that  they  regard  it  as  the  last  calamity. 
Yet  fifty  years  ago  Kingsley,  with  true  insight, 
wrote,  "  Death,  beautiful,  wise,  kind  Death  when 
will  you  come  and  tell  me  what  I  want  to  know?  " 
Since  Kingsley's  day  the  gulf  has  been  bridged  for 
many  ordinary  people,  and  the  results  have  been 
only  good.  The  sole  danger  of  studying  occultism 
is  when  it  is  undertaken  for  selfish  ends.  But  as 
all  books  on  the  subject  insist  on  the  danger  of  this 
no  one  can  remain  unwarned. 

Occultism  existed  in  the  earliest  ages.  It  forms 
the  basis  of  all  religions,  and  all  creeds  can  meet 
therein  on  a  common  ground.  The  Magi  were 
the  first  to  render  homage  to  the  Infant  Christ  for 
reasons  understood  only  by  occultists. 

If  it  be  "  mental  havoc  "  to  shed  any  outworn 
creed,  and  to  replace  it  with  "  a  faith  too  wide  for 
doctrine,  and  a  benevolence  untrammelled  by 
creed,"  is  that  to  be  regarded  as  a  catastrophe  ? 
Personally,  I  never  suggest  the  study  of  occultism 
to  any  who  are  satisfied  with  their  own  special 
creed,  and  who  are  living  out  that  creed,  be  it  Salva- 
tion Army,  or  Ritualism,  because  I  consider  it 
probable  that  their  creed  is  suitable  to  the  stage  of 
evolution  at  which  they  happen  to  be.  But  there 
are  thousands  to  whom  this  can  never  be  "  a  good, 
glad  world,"  to  whom  it  must  ever  be  imprison- 
ment. Many,  again,  who  are  able  to  enjoy  earth 
life  are  oppressed  by  the  problems  connected  with 
the  sick  and  sorry,  aftd  can  find  no  solution  except 
in  the  study  of  occultism,  which,  to  those  inclined 
to  it,  offers  no  difficulty,  nor  demands  more  time 
than  reading,  travel  and  biography. 

The  "  simplest  creed  "  is,  alas  !  as  rare  in  a  large 
hospital  as  it  is  in  the  world  in  general.  The  most 
of  us  have  been  driven  to  agree  with  the  student 
of  occultism  who  wrote  the  lines  : 

"  So  many  gods,  so  many  creeds. 

So  many  paths  that  wind  and  wind. 
While  just  the  art  of  being  kind 
Is  all  the  sad  world  needs." 

The  usefulness  of  occult  knowledge  lies  in  its 
illumination.  Personally,  it  has  replaced  the 
rushlight  by  which  I  formerly  walked  with  an  arc 
light,  in  every  department  of  life.  I  could  give 
many  instances,  in  the  case  of  nurses,  of  increased 
power  due  to  this,  more  especially  in  sanatoria. 

Should  we  be  considered  intelligent  if  we 
neglected  to  learn  all  we  could  of  a  country  to 
which  we  intended  to  emigrate  ? 

It  is  a  deplorable  fact  that  so  many  express 
decided  opinions  against  occultism  while  they  are 
still  utterly  ignorant  of  the  subject.  This  attitude 
of  mind  is  distinctly  unscientific.  For  myself,  I 
found  sufficient  guarantee  for  embarking  on  such 
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studies^in  the  long  list  of  eminent  scholars  and 
scientistsTwho,  from  Newton  and  Kepler  to  Dr. 
Richard  Garnett,  considered  them  profitable. 
Yours  faithfully, 

MeNA   M.    G.    BlELBY. 

Cranford,  Middlesex. 

ASSOCIATION    OF    HOSPITAL    MATRONS. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
paragraph  appearing  in  this  week's  issue  of  the 
British  Journal  of  Nursing,  headed  "  Imita- 
tion is  the  Sincerest  Form  of  Flattery," 

We  write  to  inform  you  that  the  statement  made 
therein,  namely,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was 
used  as  a  basis  for  that  of  the  Association  of 
Hospital  Matrons,  is  inconect,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  this  should  not  have  been  verified 
before  publication. 

We  now  state,  for  your  information,  that  though 
many  iriembers  of  this  newly  formed  Association 
were  doubtless  at  some  period  connected  with  the 
Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
Constitution  of  that  Society  was  neither  con- 
sidered, mentioned,  nor  in  the  possession  of  any 
member  of  the  Committee  dealing  with  this 
subject. 

The  inaccuracy  of  this  statement  is  of  little  im- 
portance to  us,  and  our  only  reason  for  requesting 
you  to  correct  it  is  lest,  by  our  silence,  we  appear 
ungrateful  to  the  President  of  the  Scottish 
Matrons'  Association,  whose  kind  assistance  in 
drafting  the  Constitution  of  the  Association  of 
Hospital  Matrons  we  have  already  most  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

We  note  in  the  concluding  paragraph  the  recom- 
mendation that  membership  with  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should  have 
been  sought  rather  than  the  formation  of  another 
Association  with  kindred  aims. 

We,  on  our  part,  deeply  regret  the  need  for  this 
action,  adding  only,  that  had  the  Matrons'  Council 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fulfilled  the  ideals  of 
its  great  Founder,  there  would  have  been  no  neces- 
sity to  call  into  existence  at  this  moment  a  truly 
representative  body,  able  for  that  reason  to  take 
action  on  behalf  of  their  profession  at  this  crisis  in 
its  history. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  has  been  sent  to  the 
Nursing  Press. 

We  are.  Madam, 

Yours  truly, 
A.  Lloyd  Still,  President. 
R.  Cox-Davies,  Hon.  Secretary. 

[The  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  founded  in  1894,  drafted  and  adopted  the 
following  amongst  its  objects  : — 

1 .  To  enable  Members  to  take  counsel  together 
upon   matters   affecting  their  profession. 

2.  To  consider  and,  if  necessary,  to  take 
action  upon  legislative  proposals  calculated  to 
affect  the  interests  of  Trained  Nurses. 


3.  To  uphold  the  honour  and  further  the 
interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession.  h- 

The  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons,  founded 
on  May  5th,  1919,  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
adopted  the  following   objects  : — 

1.  To  enable  Members  to  take  counsel  together 
on  matters  affecting  their  profession. 

2.  To  consider  and,  if  necessary,  take  action 
iipon  legislative  proposals  calculated  to  affect 
the  inteiests  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

3.  To  maintain  the  honour  and  further  the 
interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  publishing  unverified 
information,  and  our  article  "  Imitation  is  the 
Sincerest  form  of  Flattery  "  in  last  week's  issue 
was  written  with  these  facts  before  us. 

The  Scottish  Matrons'  Asso,^iation  was  formally 
constituted  on  March  yrd,  1910,  and  for  that 
Association  also  the  Constitution  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  apparently  provided  a  useful  precedent. 
The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Association 
of  Hospital  Matrons  are,  therefore,  due  primarily 
and  principally  to  the  Council  which  conceived 
and  drijted  the  original  Constitution. 

We  repeat  the  irrefutable  statement  that, 
word  for  word,  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons 
has  adopted  three  clauses  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Matrons'  Council,  and  is  adding  insult  to 
injury   in   attempting   to   deny   it. 

We  can  only  hope  (that,  having  so  largely 
plagiarised  the  Matrons'  Council  Constitution,  the 
members  of  the  new  Association  will  either  revise 
its  phraseology,  or  cease  to  talk  about  professional 
ideals  and  honour.  If  they  in  the  next  quarter 
of  a  century  accomplish  one-lialf  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nursing  profession  thct  their  couregeous 
colleagues  in  the  Matrons'  Council  have  already 
done,  they  will  have  to  be  inspired  by  a  greater 
creative  faculty  and  a  very  different  spirit  to 
that  evinced  in  the  letter  addressed  to  this  Journal 
by  their  officials. — Ed.] 

KERNELS   FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Private  Nurse  :  "I  attended  the  Nurses'  Fete 
at  Devonshire  House,  and  gathered  the  sellers 
were  very  dissatisfied  with  the  arrangements  and 
result,  and  that  many  beautiful  articles  had  to 
be  packed  up  for  sale  on  a  future  occasion. 

"  Flag-sellers  in  the  streets  were  very  scarce, 
and  those  I  spoke  to  were  surprised  to  find  trained 
nurses  objected  strongly  to  being  treated  as 
paupers.  I  took  occasion  to  explain  our  objections 
with  which  many  ladies  sympathised.  Others, 
however,  were  very  rude,  and  plainly  told  me  we 
ought  to  be  very  grateful  for  all  the  trouble  taken 
upon  our  behalf  (by  our  betters).  What  enraged 
me  was  to  see  V.A.D.s  smirking  and  begging  pence 
from  the  man  in  the  street  for  us." 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

May  31s/. — ^What  advice  would  you  give,  as  a 
midwife,  to  a  patient  in  danger  of  losing  her  flow 
of  milk  ?  Supposing  that  she  is  unable  to  feed  her 
infant,  what  alternative  feeding  would  you  suggest  ? 
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The 


NATIONAL    CONFERENCE    ON    INFANT 
WELFARE. 

A  National  Conference  on  Infant  Welfare  will 
be  held  as  part  of  the  National  Baby  Week 
celebrations  at  the  Kingsway  Hall,  Kingsway, 
W.C.  I,  on  Tuesday,  July  ist,  Wednesday,  July 
2nd,  and  Thursday,  July  3rd,  from  lo-i  and  2.30- 
4.30.  The  President  of  the  Conference  is  the 
Right  Hon.  Christopher  Addison,  M. P.,  M.D., 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Tlie 
following  subjects  are  to  be  discussed  : — [a)  Ante- 
natal and  neo-natal  mortality  and  its  prevention  ; 
{b)  the  work  of  the  midwife  in  relation  to  ante- 
natal and  neo-natal  mortality  ;  [c)  the  industrial 
employment  of  mothers  in  relation  to  infant 
mortality  ;     (d)  the  illegitimate  child. 

The  inaugural  address  will  be  given  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
Chairmen  of  Sessions  will  be  Sir  Arthur  Newsholme, 
K.C.B.,  M.D.,  Sir  Malcolm  Morris,  M.D.,  Sir 
Francis  Champneys,  Bart.,  M.D.,  Mrs.  Scharlieb, 
C.B.E.,  M.D.,  Sir  John  Kirk,  Mr.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher. 

The  racial  poisons  and  the  racial  prospect  will 
be  discussed  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Saleeby  and  others,  and 
Mrs.  Gotto,  O.B.E.,  and  Dr.  Whitley,  M.O.H., 
Swindon,  will  present  papers  on  criminal  abortions 
and  abortifacients. 

The  fee  for  the  Conference  from  Local  Authori- 
ties and  members  of  the  general  pubHc  will  be 
one  guinea,  but  concessions  will  be  made  in  the 
case  of  certain  midwives,  members  of  local  health 
societies,  and  trained  nurses,  to  whom  a  fee  of 
IDS.  will  be  charged.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  National  Associa- 
tion for  the  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality,  4 
and  5,  Tavistock  Square,  London,  W.C. 

TEETH  FOR  THE  TOOTHLESS. 

The  National  League  for  Health,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  (4,  Tavistock  Square,  W.C.  i)  is 
about  to  try  an  interesting  experiment,  made 
possible  by  the  generosity  of  Miss  Gibson,  who,  out 
of  a  donation  of  ;^2,ooo  to  the  League,  has  asked 
that  ;^500  be  spent  on  facilitating  the  provision  of 
dentures  for  mothers  attending  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  London  and  Greater  London.  A  whole- 
time  dental  mechanic  is  therefore  to  be  engaged, 
and  a  workshop  fitted  up  for  him,  where  dentures 
ordered  by  the  dentists  engaged  at  Dental  Clinics 
attached  to  Mothers'  Centres  will  be  made,  only  the 
cost  of  the  materials  being  charged. 

Since  the  charge  for  labour  is  the  most  expensive 
part  of  dentures,  it  is  hoped  in  this  way  to  reduce 
the  present  high  cost  of  teeth  for  necessitous 
mothers,  thousands  of  whom  are  poisoning  their 
babies  through  their  mouths  being  in  a  septic  con- 
dition. The  Children's  Jewel  Fund  is  contributing 
^250  towards  the  scheme,  which  should  also 
encourage  the  establishment  of  more  dental  clinics 
for  mothers,  now  greatly  needed. 


QUEEN  CHARLOTTE'S  HOSPITAL. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Midwifery  Training 
School  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1918, 
states  that  the  effects  of  the  war  on  the  training 
school  were  severely  felt  during  the  past  year, 
especially  in  the  reduced  number  of  women 
entering  for  training  in  midwifery  and  monthly 
nursing.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  there  was 
some  improvement  and  since  the  demobilization 
of  large  numbers  of  medical  men  and  nurses 
there  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  applications  and  vacancies  have  been  filled  for 
some  months  ahead.  In  addition  to  the  large 
number  of  trained  nurses  who  are  now  entering 
for  training,  many  women  who  are  proposing  to 
take  up  Child  Welfare  and  other  similar  work 
are  entering  for  the  special  training  which  the 
hospital  provides.  During  the  year  103  pupils 
obtained  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board.  There  was  again  a  serious  deficiency  in 
the  income  and  expenditure  account  of  the  training 
school  caused  largely  by  the  decrease  in  the 
entries  as  compared  with  the  years  before  the  war. 
It  was  not  possible  to  deal  with  this  situation  by 
raising  the  fees  during  the  war,  but  steps  in  this 
direction  will  be  taken  early  in  the  ensuing  year. 

AN   INTERESTING   EXHIBIT. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  stands  at  the 
Nuising  and  Midwifery  Exhibitionlwas^that  of 
the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute,  presided 
over  by  Miss  S.  Marsters,  Superintendent  of  the 
Paddington  and  St.  Marylebone  District  Nursing 
Association.  We  hope  that  many  nurses  and 
midwives  noted  the  sensible  clothing,  designed 
by  Miss  Marsters,  for  the  long  clothes  baby.  The 
flannel  binder  used  for  keeping  the  dressing  of 
the  cord  in  place  is  just  tucked  in  snugly — no 
stitching  is  necessary — as  if  properly  applied  it 
keeps  in  position.  A  little  knitted  vest  under 
the  back  flannel  keeps  the  baby  warm,  and  is 
sensible  as  well  as  hygienic.  What  mother  in 
the  practice  of  a  district  nurse  will  forego  the 
binder  outside  the  back  flannel  ?  None,  so  far 
as  we  know  ?  Miss  Marsters  has,  therefore, 
compromised,  and  instead  of  the  stiff  cotton 
binder  beloved  by  working  class  mothers,  has 
attached  a  short  flannel  bindisr  to  the  free  side 
of  the  back  flannel,  which  is  folded  over.  The 
binder  is  passed  round  the  child's  back,  and 
brought  round  to  the  front  and  tucked  in.  It  is 
harmless  to  the  baby,  and  satisfies  the  mother, 
so  that  it  is  an  excellent  arrangement. 

ROBINSON'5    PATENT    GROATS. 

Robinson's  "  Patent "  Groats  are  invaluable 
for  making  gruel  for  nursing  mothers  and  invalids. 
It  is  easily  and  quickly  prepared,  and  with  its 
help  mothers  whose  supply  of  milk  is  failing  have 
found  that  they  are  able  to  nurse  their  infants. 
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NURSES    SAVE    YOUR    SOULS    ALIVE. 

Parliament    is    announced    to     take    the 
Whitsun  holiday  from  June  6th  to  24th. 

The   Nurses'   Registration    Bill    is    down 
for  Report  stage  for  Friday,  June  27th,  and 
as  the   Council  of  the   College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,   has    advised   its   Nurse    members    to 
wreck  it  if  possible — the  State  Registration 
Party  must  use  every  effort  in  their  power 
in    support    of    their    Bill,   which,   after    so 
many   years,  promises    them   the   power  to 
organize  their  profession  for  the  benefit  of 
the    public    and    themselves  —  free    from 
lay      domination      as      provided      in      the 
amendments    the     College    representatives 
are    putting   forward,   and   do    not   forget,' 
fellow  nurses,  that  to  defeat  the  Employers' 
Union,    financed    by    charity,   collected    in 
your  name,   all  your  ^ime,  all  your  brains, 
all  your  conscience,  and  all  your  Soul  will 
be  required. 

Nurses  Save  Your  Liberties.  It  is  Now 
or  Never. 

PATIENTS     FIRST. 

The  adjourned  hearing  of  the  case 
against  five  probationary  nurses  at  the 
Bermondsey  Infirmary  —  Misses  Florence 
Couchman,  Mabel  Bookman,  Hilda  Lau- 
rence, Mary  Martin,  and  Esther  Piercy 
for  assaulting  Miss  Emily  Russell,  also  a 
probationer,  took  place  on  Saturday, 
May  24th,  before  Mr.  Gill,  at  the  Tower 
Bridge  Police  Court.  £ach  of  the  defen- 
dants was  fined  40s.  and  los,  costs. 

The  assault  was  very  aggravated,  and 
there  appear  to  have  been  no  extenuating 
circumstances.  According  to  the  evidence, 
Miss  Russell  who  was  on  day  duty  in 
March  last  reported  that  a  patient  was 
suffering  from  a  bedsore,  Miss  Couchman 
being  on  night  duty  in  the  same  ward. 
Miss  Couchman  greatly  resented  this. 


On  April  28th  Miss  Russell  was  nursing 
a  patient  who  had  undergone  an  operation 
on  her  eyes,  and  cotitinually  changed  the 
dressings.  The  night  nurse  on  that  occasion 
was  Miss  Piercy.  Miss  Russell  asked  Miss 
Piercy  to  continue  the  dressings  but  found 
next  morning  she  had  not  done  so.  Ap- 
parently and  quite  properly,  in  the  interest 
of  the  patient.  Miss  Russell  reported  this 
fact,  and  Miss  Piercy  subsequently  said  to 
her  "  I  will  give  you  reporting  me,"  and 
this  was  endorsed  by  Miss  Couchman. 

The  following  day  the  disgraceful  inci- 
dent which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
charge  took  place. 

The  defendants,  according  to  Miss 
Russell's  statement,  rushed  into  her  bed- 
room, carried  her  to  the  bathroom,  and 
ducked  her  in  the  bath.  Miss  Couchman 
held  her  head  down  while  Miss  Martin 
lifted  up  her  feet,  so  that  her  dressing- 
gown  and  nightgown  washed  back. 

At  the  previous  hearing  the  solicitor  to 
the  defendants  offered  an  apology  on  their 
behalf  which  Miss  Russell,  we  think  very 
properly,  refused  to  accept.  As  the  magi- 
strate stated.  Miss  Russell  was  subjected 
to  very  great  indignity,  and  there  was  no 
reason  or  excuse  forthcoming. 

It  appears  that  Miss  Russell's  unpopu- 
larity arose  from  the  fact  that  her  perform- 
ance of  her  duty;  in  regard  to  the  patients 
in  her  charge,  implied  laxity  on  the  part 
of  her  fellow  nurses,  and  was  resented  by 
them.  If  Miss  Russell  was  aware  that 
a  patient  was  suffering  from  a  bedsore,  it 
was  unquestionably  her  duty  to  report  it  to 
her  superior   officer. 

We  may  further  point  out  tha"t  the 
standard  of  nursing  in  an  institution  may 
be  judged  by  the  bedsores  which  occur,  as 
with  careful  nursing  they  are  non-existent. 
The  Local  Government  Board  might  use- 
fully call  for  a  monthly  return  of  all 
bedsores  in  institutions  under  its  control. 
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OUk    PRIZE     COMPETIIION. 


WHAT    IS   THE    DUTY    OF    A    PRIVATE    NURSE     WHO 

HAS     BEEN     EXPOSED     lO     THE      INFECTION    OF    (1) 

SCARLET     FEVER.        (2)     DIPHTHERIA,      (3)     MUMPS 

BEFORE     PORCBBDINQ    To    ANOTHER     CASE  ? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  W.  M.  Appleton,  University 
CoUeg-e  Hospital,  Gower  Street,  W.C.  i. 

PRIZB     PAPER. 

Prophylaxis,  or  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
disease,  constitutes  an  important  part  of  a 
nurse's  duty  after  attendance  on  cases  of  acute 
specific  and  febrile  diseases ;  its  successful 
carrying  out  depends  on  a  conscientious  appli- 
cation of  hygienic  and  scientific  methods  of 
disinfecting  any  media  which  spreads  infection. 
A  knowledge  of  the  period  of  exposure 
enables  a  nurse  either  to  pass  through  a  stage 
of  quarantine  or  to  take  every  precaution 
against  conveying  infection  from  case  to  case. 

For  infection  to  occur  there  must  be  intro- 
duction into  the  body  of  an  active  pathogenic 
organism,  and  susceptibility  of  that  body  to  the 
disease. 

Of  the  different  modes  of  infection  the  two 
most  to  be  reckoned  with  by  the  nurse  are 
fomites  and  carriers.  Fomites  are  articles 
which  have  been  in  contact  with  a  person  suffer- 
ing from  an  infectious  disease.  The  term 
"  carrier  "  indicates  either  a  person  who, 
having  recovered  from  the  disease,  still  har- 
bours the  germ  for  some  time,  or  one  who, 
after  contact  with  an  affected  person,  carries 
the  germ  in  nose,  throat,  or  intestines,  and, 
without  developing  the  disease  himself,  trans- 
mits it  to  other  people. 

After  a  patient  ceases  to  be  infective,  a  period 
of  convalescence,  varying  according  to  the 
disease,  he  is  given  a  disinfectant  bath  and 
provided  with  clean,  uninfected  clothes,  and 
removed  from  the  sick  room.  The  room  and 
all  things  which  have  been  in  contact  with  him 
are  then  subjected  to  rigorous  disinfection. 

The  nurse  should  herself  have  a  disinfectant 
bath,  wash  and  disinfect  her  hair,  and  put  on 
clothes  which  have  not  been  in  the  infected 
area. 

A  suitable  aperient  should  be  taken  to  cleanse 
the  system.  Hairpins  should  be  soaked  in  car- 
bolic. Washable  garments  should  be  soaked 
in  lysol,  and  other  clothing  should  be  spread 
about  the  room  and  books  opened  ;  then  strips 
of  paper  pasted  over  all  crevices  in  door  and 
window,  while  formalin  or  sulphur  candles  are 
-burnt  and  the  fumes  penetrate  their  substance. 

After  exposure  to  infection,  books,  clothing, 
i&C, -may  harbour  germs  for  considerable 
period&urdess. thoroughly  disinfected,     :  -  ;^>. 


The  value  of  sunlight  and  fresh  air  should 
not  be  underestimated  as  a  natural  and  efficient 
means  of  disinfection. 

Immunity,  that  antagonistic  condition  to 
germ  development  which  prevents  infection 
taking  place,  is  closely  allied  to  prophylactic 
treatment.  This  condition  is  either  natural  or 
acquired;  in  the  latter,  active  immunity  may 
be  produced  by  various  injections  of  bacterial 
culture  or  vaccine  treatment.  Special  care 
after  scarlet  fever  lies  in  remembering  that  the 
most  dangerous  time  for  spreading  infection  is 
during  the  desquamation  period,  which  process 
is  often  prolonged  while  the  patient  is  appa- 
rently well. 

Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  anti- 
septic cleaning  of  mouth,  nose,  and  throat, 
where  virus  may  remain  active  for  a  consider- 
able time  after  infectious  contact. 

The  quarantine  period  is  comparatively  sho^t 
—about  ten  days  at, the  latest;  this  renders 
epidemics  of  the  disease  more  controllable.' 

In,  diphtheria  the  Klebs  Loffler  bacillus  is 
associated  with  exudation  on  a  mucous  mem- 
brane producing  a  membrane.  A  specially 
sterilised  swab  to  collect  particles  of  false  mem- 
brane  should  be  taken  of  the  throat  of  any 
person  after  contact  with  diphtheria,  and  he 
should  be  isolated  till  bacterial  examination 
gives  a  negative  result.  A  precautionary 
method  of  injecting  anti-toxic  sera  is  also  used 
sometimes.  Frequent  use  of  antiseptic  gargles 
is  admirable. 

In  mumps  the  quarantine  period  is  twenty- 
four  days,  and  in  addition  to  the  inflammation 
of  the  salivary  glands,  particularly  the  parotid, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  metastatic  inflammation 
of  the  testes  in  males  and  of  the  breasts  in 
females.  Sometimes  the  latter  symptom  may 
be  more  marked  than  the  first,  and  at  first  mis- 
lead diagnosis  and  hinder  the  guarding  against 
infection.  Particular  care  is  needed  in  cleans- 
ing the  mouth,  nose,  and  throat  after  contact 
with  this  highly  infectious  disease.  The  general 
rule  is  special  attention  to  all  points  of  personal 
hygiene  and  a  vigorous  carrying  out  of  the 
laws  of  disinfection  when  dealing  with  infec- 
tious diseases. 

HONOURARI  F     MENTION. 

The  fol'owing  competitors  receive  honou»"- 
able  mention: — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  N. 
James,  Miss  I.  Burgess. 

OURSTION    FOR    NFXT  WRFK. 

What  advice  would  you  give,  as  a  midwife, 
to  a  patient  in  danger  of  losing  her  flow  of 
milk?  Supposing  that  she  is  unable  to  feed  her 
infant,  what  alternative  feeding  would  you 
suggest.     . 
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FRENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 


The  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps  is  to  be  de- 
mobiUsed  on  June  30th  next,  and  the  dozen  Sisters 
now  in  France  will  part  from  their  French  patients 
with  sincere  regret,  and,  to  judge  from  medical 
reports,  the  Sisters  willTbe  sincerely  regretted.  It 
has  been  a  wonderful 
time,  and  a  great  ex- 
perience to  have  lived 
through — s  trenuous 
years  to  look  back 
upon  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  and  profit 
whatever  the  future 
holds.  Most  of  the 
Sisters  have  given  all 
of  health  and  strength 
they  possess  for  the 
time  being,  and  well 
deserve  rest  and  re- 
creation when  they 
return  to  England ; 
but  it  is  wonderful 
what  a  hold  "  France  " 
seems  to  get  of  the 
heart,  and  how  doubt- 
ful many  Sisters  are 
of  finding  work  at 
home  quite  as  interest- 
ing. "  This  great 
responsibility,  and 
closeness  with  tragedy, 
seem  to  have  started 
one  off  growing  again," 
One  Sister  writes.  "  I 
really  am  a  bigger 
person,  humanly 
speaking,  if  not 
physically.  Living  a 
Ufe  of  routine  before 
the  war,  I  was  shrivel- 
ling some,  as  the 
Americans  say.  ...  I 
do  hope  things  will  be 
a  bit  brighter  for 
Nurses  in  England  in 
future  —  it  is  very 
difficult  not  to  shrivel 
on  ;^3o  a  year.  I  am 
glad  the  price  of 
Sisters  is  going  up, 
so  that  we  may  use 
the  money  to  water 
our  roots  a  bit,  and 
not  live  in  such  little 
narrow  allotments." 


ditions,  far  away  from  a  doctor,  and  with  no  com- 
forts or  necessaries  except  what  the  Comit6 
Britannique  give  them.  To-day  we  went  to 
V  —  and  the  Adjoint  du  Maire,  formerly  the 
possessor  of  a  big  house  and  garden,  insisted  on 
our  seeing  his  room.  It  is  the  horse's  stable,  and 
there  he  and  three  of  his  family  live  and  sleep." 


What  an  example 
to  our  people  in 
England,  who  have 
suffered  so  few  hard- 
ships during  this  war. 
Sometimes  we  wonder 
if  they  at  all  realise 
how  grateful  they 
ought  to  be  to  the 
wonderful  French 
people,  and  to  our 
own  noble  soldiers 
who  shared  their 
heartrending  suffering. 
All  Peace  pageants 
should  reflect  the 
glory  of  the  dead  and 
wounded ;  all  the 
honours  of  Peace 
belong  to  them  and 
their  companions  in 
arms.  Let  the 
"  civvies  "  make  way 
for  the  heroes  who 
took  the  risks,  in 
every  form  of  thanks- 
giving. 


Sister  Maize  is 
"  deeply  grateful  for 
the  sweet  opportunity 
that  has  enabled  us  to 
remain  several  months 
longer  with  our  Poilus 
after  the  signing  of 
the  Armistice.  Our 
number  is  dropping 
off  little  by  little,  and 
many  a  final  hand- 
shakehastakenplace." 


MISS    B.    a. 
MATRON.     QENERAL 


ALEXANDER,     R.R.C.. 
HOSPITAL,     JOHANNESBURQ. 


The  Sisters  who  are  working  in  the  devastated 
districts  are  finding  themselves  very  usefully  em- 
ployed, especially  in  the  villages.  "It  is  quite 
pitiful  to  see  the  devastation.  The  villages  are  a 
mass  of  ruins,  and  one  wonders  at  the  pluck  of  the 
people  who  have  come  back  to  live  under  such  con- 


Miss  B.  G.  Alexan- 
der, recently  decorated 
with  the  Royal  Red 
Cross,  First  Class,  by 
the  King  at  Bucking- 
ham Palace,  is  Matron 
of  the  General  Hos- 
pital, Johannesburg, 
known  in  South  Africa 
as  the  "  Golden  City."  She  is  also  Hon.  General 
Secretary  of  the  South  African  Trained  Nurses' 
Association.  During  the  war,  Miss  Alexander  was 
Matron  on  the  hospital  ship,  Abani,  during  the 
campaign  in  German  South-West  Africa,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  British  ladies  to  enter  the  con- 
quered capital,  Windhuk. 
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r  The  King  held  an  Investiture  in  the  Quad- 
rangle at  Buckingham  Palace,  on  May  22nd, 
and  conferred,  amongst  others,  the  following 
decorations  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 
Matron   Johanna  Clay,   Q.A.I.M.N.S.   (retired). 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

(First  Class.) 

Matron  Nellie  Blew,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Assistant 
Matron  Mary  Graham,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Sister  Alice 
Milburn,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Matron  Isobel  Alexander,  S. 
African  M.N.S. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross 
(Second  Class.) 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve.— Sisters  Edith  Beedie,  Caroline 
Crawford,  Irene  Benson,  Catherine  Ferguson,  Mary 
Fletcher,  Ada  Gabriel,  Olive  Niles,  and  Helen  Ripper. 

Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service.— -Assistant  Matron 
Lilian  Noble,  Sisters  Annie  Bell,  Daisy  Hutchings, 
Elizabeth  Jenkin,  and  Kathleen  Topham. 

Civil  Nursing  Service. — Matron  Jane  Peebles  and 
Sister  Nora  Rutledge. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. — Sister  Henrietta  Auden, 

5^.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade. — ^Miss  Nathalie  Dodd. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. — Miss  Elsie  BuUer,  Lady 
Lilian  Digby,  Miss  Edith  Dimmond,  Miss  Madge 
Kitchener,  Miss  Elizabeth  MacMillan,  Sister  Rachel 
Slocock,  and  Miss  Mary  Stafford. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sister  Lucy 
Boughton  and  Sister  Lucy  Mcintosh. 

The  Military  Medal. 

Miss  Nellie  Dewhurst,  V.A.D.  ;  and  Miss  Stella 
Dickson,  First  Aid  Nursing  Yeomanry. 


Queen  Alexandra  received  at  Marlborough  House 
the  members  of  the  Military  and  Civil  Nursing 
Services  who  have  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross  and  the  Military  Medal,  subsequent  to  the 
Investiture  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

MEDAL   FOR   SI5TER    M.  STUART-NAIRNE. 

The  colleagues  of  Sister  M.  Stuart-Nairne,  with 
whom  she  was  so  great  a  favourite,  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  she  has  been  awarded  the  "  Medaille 
des  Epidemics  en  Argent  "  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment for  her  devoted  services  as  a  m.ember  of 
the  F.F.N.C.  Sister  Nairne  worked  as  Sister 
and  Matron  at  Talence,  in  the  war  zone  under 
fire,  and  in  caring  for  the  seriously  gassed 
cases  at  Luzarches  came  into  touch  with  some  of 
the  most  tragic  results  of  the  war,  and  with 
terrible  suffering  which  can  never  be  erased  from 
the  mind. 

MILITARY  CROSS  FOR  COURAGEOUS  COOK. 

The  King  of  the  Belgians  recently  decorated  with 
the  Military  Cross  the  cook  of  the  Marquise  de 
Zeller  for  having  saved  by  her  eloquence  the  life  of 
her  mistress,  who  was  sentenced  to  death  on  the 
charge  of  possessing  a  number  of  copies  of  La  Libre 
Belgique. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

Father  Bernard  Vaughan  made  a  special' 
appeal  at  Farm  Street  Church  on  Sunday,  at 
noon,  on  behalf  of  the  Edith  Cavell  Homes  of 
Rest  for  Nurses.  We  have  no  doubt  there  was. 
a  generous  response. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  approval  was 
given  to  a  new  scale  of  remuneration  and  to- 
a  proposed  reduction  of  hours  to  an  average 
of  56  per  week,  to  take  effect  from  the  first  day 
of  the  present  month. 

The  scheme  has  been  decided  on  in  spite  of 
a  diminishing  income  and  an  enormously  in- 
creased expenditure — in  the  absence  of  some, 
extraordinary  income  there  is  an  estimated 
deficiency  of  ;^i3,ooo  at  the  end  of  the  present 
year. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  reduction  of  hours  to 
56  per  week  is  the  most  costly  part  of  the: 
changes  made.  This  relief  in  the  time  of  duty 
will  necessitate  considerable  addition  to  the 
nursing  staff,  and  the  heavier  expenditure 
entailed  will  be  an  increasing  quantity  for  some 
time  to  come. 

As  for  the  increases  in  pay,  whereas  the 
salaries  of  ward  sisters  were  ^40,  advancing 
by  annual  increments  of  ;^5  to  ;^6o  a  year, 
the  new  scale  commences  at  £^0,  and  provides 
for  increases  to  ;^8o  a  year.  The  salaries  of 
the  administrative  sisters  are  somewhat  higher.- 
They  were  ;^S5,  ^^65,  and  £75,  and  the  in- 
creases are  to  £75,  £85,  and  £go. 

Probationers  undergoing  training  are  subject 
at  St.  Mary's  to  an  arrangement  which  is  not 
common  to  all  hospitals  that  train  nurses,  in 
that  they  take,  in  a  lying-in  institution,  the 
special  course  of  midwifery  to  qualify  them  for 
the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.. 
They  do  this  in  the  last  months  of  their  fourth^ 
year,  exclusively  for  their  own  advantage,  and 
not  in  any  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  hospital — 
unless  in  the  comparatively  infrequent  contin- 
gency of  their  subsequently  becoming  members 
of  its  permanent  staiT.  In  these  circumstances- 
the  value  of  this  special  training  is  regarded  as 
equivalent  to  the  addition  of  j^2i  to  their  total 
salaries  during  the  four  years  of  their  engage- 
ment. Under  the  old  scale  the  total  was  ^^87 ; 
it  will  now  be  £gS- 


We  think  we  can  throw  a  ray  of  light  on  the 
circumstances   which    have   involved   the   new 
Association    of     Hospital     Matrons,     recently 
founded  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  in  such  ani 
invidious  position. 
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First  having  attacked  the  Matrons'  Council 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  most 
unprofessional  and  unpardonable  manner,  it 
straightway  adopted  three  of  the  fundamental 
objects  of  its  policy  word  for  word  ! 


In  the  year  1907  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick 
accepted  an  invitation,  for  the  second  time,  to 
visit  Scotland  and  address  gatherings  of  nurses 
on  the  question  of  State  Registration.  When 
in  Edinburgh  Mrs.  Fenwick  called  on  Miss  Gill 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  suggested  to  her 
that  a  Scottish  Matrons'  Association  should  be 
formed,  as  in  England  and  Ireland  such  Asso- 
ciations were  working  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  with  excellent  results. 
Reports  containing  the  Objects  and  Bye  Laws 
of  the  Matrons'  Council  were  handed  to  Miss 
Gill.  In  1 910  the  Scottish  Matrons'  Associa- 
tion was  inaugurated.  Miss  Gill  becoming  its 
President,  and  the  objects  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  were  adopted  in  several  instances, 
the  aims  of  the  two  societies  having  much 
in  common.  Thus  when  the  Editor  of  this 
Journal  was  informed  by  the  President  and 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  new  Association  of 
Matrons  recently  formed  at  St.  Thomas'  Hos- 
pital that  this  Journal  had  made  "  incorrect  " 
and  "  inaccurate  "  statements  in  publishing  the 
fact  that  it  had  adopted  the  policy  and  objects 
of  the  Matrons'  Council  as  the  basis  of  its  Con- 
stitution, it  appears  opportune  to  point  out  to 
them  how  that  Association  came  to  do  so  ! 


The  Editor  of  this  Journal,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  drafted  the  Constitution  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  in  1894.  She  submitted  it  to 
Miss  Gill  in  1907,  and  it  was  largely  adopted 
by  the  Scottish  Matrons'  Association  when 
founded  in  1910,  and  according  to  the  informa- 
tion placed  before  our  readers  last  week  by 
Miss  Lloyd  Still  and  Miss  Cox-Davies,  we  now 
know  how  they  came  to  approve  of  it  ! 


To  quote  the  communication  received  from 
these  ladies  in  attemipting  to  disprove  our  state- 
ment that  they  had  adopted  the  Matrons' 
Council  programme  and  objects  whilst  depre- 
ciating the  women  who  formed  it. 

They  write  : — 

"  The  inaccuracy  of  this  statement  is  of  little 
importance  to  us,  and  our  only  reason  for 
requesting  you  to  correct  it  is  lest,  by  our 
silence,  we  appear  ungrateful  to  the  President 
of  the  Scottish  Matrons'  Association,  whose 
kind  assistance  in  drafting  the  Constitution  of 
the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons  we  have 
already  most  gratefully  acknowledged."     We 


repeat  that  instead  of  accusing  the  Editor  of 
this  Journal  of  "  inaccuracy  "  and  untruth, 
Miss  Lloyd-Still  and  Miss  Cox-Davies  owe  an 
ample  apology  not  only  to  the  members  of  the 
Matrons'  Council,  but  to  the  Editor  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing,  who  drafted  the 
original  Constitution  they  have  adopted,  pre- 
sumably in  ignorance,  and  for  circulating  an 
inaccurate  statement  in  the  press  after  they  had 
the  printed  proof  before  them  that  the  state- 
ment we  made,  and  now  repeat,  was  correct., 
Unless  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons  are 
content  to  remain  an  off-shoot  of  the  pioneer 
Matrons'  Council — which  they  affect  to  despise 
— they  will  at  once  summon  a  meeting,  revise 
their  objects,  and  attempt  to  originate  a  Con- 
stitution and  programme  of  their  own.  More- 
over, they  are  in  honour  bound  to  make  public 
confession  that  they  have  done  so. 

The  whole  episode  is  so  typical  of  "Col- 
lege "  plagiarism  where  the  creative  faculty 
and  work  of  others  is  concerned,  that  this 
honourable  course  may  not,  we  fear,  appeal  to 
them.  

Miss  Heather-Bigg,  President  of  the 
Matrons'  Council,  has  communicated  with  the 
journals  to  which  the  officers  of  the  Association 
of  Hospital  Matrons  sent  their  most  inaccurate 
letter,  in  which,  alFter  quoting  the  portion  of 
the  Matrons'  Council  Constitution  adopted, 
without  acknowledgment,  word  for  word,  she 
continues  : — 

"  Whether  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons 
adopted  these  objects  from  the  constitution  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  directly  or  indirectly  through  the 
Scottish  Matrons'  Association  founded  in  19 10,  is 
of  no  importance. 

"  Our  point  is  that  having  adopted,  perhaps 
unknowingly,  the  objects  defining  the  funda- 
mental policy  of  the  Matrons'  Council  of ^  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  they  should  at  once  have 
apologised,  made  due  acknowledgment  and  revised 
the  phraseology  of  their  Constitution. 

"  Instead,  the  officials  of  the  new  Association 
wTOte  to  the  Press  denying  their  indebtedness,  and 
Miss  Cox-Davies  in  an  interview  is  reported  to 
have  said  : — 

"  '  We  do  want  it  to  be  understood  that  this 
Association  has  not  been  formed  in  any  spirit  of 
rivalry.  There  is  no  suggestion  of  rivalry,  and  ho 
suggestion  of  antagonism.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
because  we  desire  a  peaceable  Association  that  we 
have  formed  this  one,  and  we  should  be  extremely 
vexed  and  annoyed  if  any  controversial  spirit 
should  creep  in.' 

"  The  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this 
innuendo  is  that  there  is  no  Association  open  to 
Matrons  at  the  present  time  which  is  peaceable. 
I  beg,  therefore  to  state  that  the  harmony  in  the 
Matrons'   Council  of  Great   Britain  and  Ireland 
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during  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence  has 
been  unbroken.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  to 
understand  that  should  any  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Hospital  Matrons  desire  it  to  fight  in 
support  of  professional  principles,  its  officials 
would  be  '  extremely  vexed  and  annoyed,'  it  is 
certain  that,  however  pleasant  the  meetings  of  the 
new  Association  may  be  to  the  members  socially, 
it  will  never  be  a  force  professionally  until  it 
develops  a  professional  conscience  and  acts  up  to 
its  dictation." 


A  MEETING  OF  PROTEST. 


"  I  hope  we  won't  get  replies  to  our  adver- 
tisements when  we  employ  nurses  at  the  rate 
of  i|d.  an  hour,"  said  Mr.  Craigie  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Bermondsey  Guardians. 

"  I  understand  that  there  is  a  shortage  of 
about  thirty  nurses  at  Rotherhithe  Infirmary," 
he  added.  "  People  will  not  go  there  because 
they  cannot  get  the  necessary  cornfort. " 


We  fear  this  is  true.  We  hear  of  many  Poor 
Law  Infirmaries  where  there  is  a  great  shortage 
of  the  right  sort  of  probationer.  This  is  really 
sad.  Alas  !  if  the  Nursing  School  Authorities 
had  not  obstructed  State  Registration  with  all 
their  intolerant  and  jealous  might  for  thirty 
years,  how  different  things  would  have  been  for 
the  sick  by  now.  And  just  as  all  the  work  for 
this  most  urgently  needed  reform  is  within  the 
grasp  of  the  profession  and  the  poor,  the  Em- 
ployers' Union — the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
and  its  creatures — are  out  to  wreck  the  Bill,  in 
the  hope  of  keeping  the  nursing  profession  to 
heel !  A  hopeless  task,  to  judge  from  the  spirit 
of  the  Protest  Meeting  in  London  last  week. 
Thousands  of  nurses  are  out  against  any  such 
Star  Chamber. 


ROYAL    BRITISH     NURSES' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  Supplement  of  the  R.B.N. A,  will  not 
appear  this  week,  as  so  much  space  is  necessary 
for  a  full  report  of  the  Nurses'  Protest  Meeting, 
over  which  Mr.  Paterson  presided,  and  at 
which  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  made  so  touching 
a  speech.  It  was  agreed  that  the  members 
would  prefer  that  the  limited  space  in  this 
Journal  should  be  devoted  to  an  ample  report 
of  so  important  a  Meeting,  for  which  it  is  to 
be  regretted  a  much  larger  Hall  was  not 
engaged,  as  a  large  number  of  nurses  could  not 
get  further  than  the  lobby,  and  were  unable  to 
record  their  votes  in  support  of  the  Resolutions 
which  were  passed  with  enthusiasm  and 
applause. 


TRAINED  NURSES  WILL  NOT  BE  PUT 
UNDER  THE  DOMINATION  OF  THE  COL- 
LEGE OF  NURSING,  LTD. 

A  meeting  of  Protest,  summoned  by  the  Society 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses, 
supported  by  other  self-governing  societies,  was 
held  in  the  Medical  Society's  Rooms,  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  London,  W.,  on  Friday, 
May  23rd,  at  5  p.m.  The  meeting  was  crowded 
far  beyond  the  doors,  and  we  fear  that  quite  a 
hundred  nurses  and  others  were  unable  to  find 
even  standing  room. 

Mr.  Herbert  J.  Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  M.C. 
(Cantab.)  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  President  of  the  Society  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  ;  Miss 
M.  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  President  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  Mrs. 
Campbell  Thomson,  Nurse  Hon.  Secretary,  Royal. 
British  Nurses'  Association  ;  and  the  movers  and 
seconders  of  the  Resolutions. 

THE  CHAIRMAN'S  OPENING  SPEECH. 

The  chairman  prefaced  his  remarks  by  giving 
the  meeting  a  most  welcome  message  from  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Donald  Maclean,  K.B.E.,  leader  of 
the  Liberal  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
expressing  his  support  of  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill,  and  saying  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  further  it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr. 
Paterson  further  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the 
presence  of  so  many  representatives  of  the  Press. 
What  supporters  of  the  Central  Committee's  Bill 
asked  for  was  publicity. 

The  fight  now  going  on  over  nurses'  registration 
was  a  fight  of  money  against  right,  economic 
independence  against  charity  doles,  social  influence 
against  justice.  Nurses  did  not  want  lay  control 
of  the  nursing  profession.     (Applause.) 

Medical  practitioners  and  nurses  formed  a 
composite  link  in  the  chain  concerning  the  health 
of  the  nation ;  what  concerned  the  health  con- 
cerned the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  protest,  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  and  the  medical  and  nursing  profes- 
sions, against  the  line  taken  by  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  its  Nurses'  Registration  Bill, 
into  the  House  of  Lords.  The  protests  were 
embodied  in  the  resolutions  to  be  proposed. 
He  then  called  on  Miss  Nina  Boyle  to  move  the 
first  resolution. 

THE     FIRST    RESOLUTION. 

This  meeting  protests  against  the  action  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  which,  having  failed  to  obtain  the  substitution 
of  the  Governing  Body  provided  in  its  Bill  for  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses,  for  that  defined  in  the  Bill  promoted  by 
the  Central  Commhtee — as  amended  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Board  by  Standing  Commhtee  E 
in  the  House  of  Commons— has  introduced  a  rival  Bill  into 
the  House  of  Lords,  thereby  attempting  to  confuse  Parlia- 
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ment,  and  to  wreck  the  Bill  which  has  received  so  much 
sympathetic  support  from  all  Parties  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Miss  Nina  Boyle  Moves  Resolution   I. 

Miss  Nina  Boyle,  in  moving  the  resolution,  said 
in  part  :  "I  may  be  pardoned  for  some  natural 
nervousness  and  diffidence  in  addressing  this 
meeting  of  trained  nurses,  not  from  any  lack 
of  sympathy  with  its  object,  for  the  State  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses,  has  long  been  one  of  my  political 
planks. 

As  a  responsible  woman  in  connection  with  the 
Women  Voters'  So- 
ciety, I  have  pledged 
myself  to  support 
certain  societies,  and 
the  first  thing  we 
have  pledged  our- 
selves to  support 
is  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Trained 
Nurses  on  the  lines 
approved  by  the 
organized  societies  of 
nurses. 

.No  profession  is 
worthy  of  the  name 
that  does  not  want 
self  -  government.  I 
cannot,  as  a  journa- 
list, for  instance, 
imagine  members  of 
the  journalists'  pro- 
fession permitting 
themselves  to  be 
controlled  by  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the 
Prudential  Society. 
Tat.e  the  names 
of  the  seven  gentle- 
men who  form  the 
company  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Nursing,  Ltd. 
Several  of  them  are 
known  to  me  person- 
ally. Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  is  head  of 
the  British  Red 
Cross  Society ;  Mr. 
Harold  Wilkins,  head 
of  its  passport  de- 
partment, with 
whom  one  has  most 
pleasant  relations 
and   obtains  efficient 

help  if  one  wishes  for  a  passport  in  the  service 
of  the   Red  Cross. 

But  all  the  efficiency  in  the  world  in  regard  to 
issuing  passports  does  not  constitute  the  right  to 
control  the  nursing  profession. 

It  must  be  remembered  also  that  the  Red  Cross 
Society  dealt  very  largely  with  the  untrained, 
and  that  they  sweated  the  trained  nurse  very 
badly.      (Applause.) 

I  was  interested  in  a  Corps  which  was  raised  for 
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Rumania,  which  included  four  trained  nurses  in 
the  position  of  Sister,  paid  at  the  rate  of  ^i  is.  a 
week  and  £8  for  their  equipment — eight  pounds 
for  women  going  to  Rumania  via  Russia.  Then 
there  were  10  V.A.D.s  and  a  number  of  men 
acting  as  orderlies.  These  men  received  30s.  a 
week  and  a  full  equipment  of  clothes.  ("  Shame.") 
The  Nursing  Profession  has  been  built  up  on 
the  personal  ability,  devotion  and  endurance 
of  its  members,  who  have  been  paid  at  disgraceful 
rates.  You  will  not  raise  it  unless  you  can  control 
and   dominate   it   yourselves.    . 

Lord  Goschen's 
Bill,  which  has  been 
introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  can 
only  prejudice  the 
Bill  now  before  the 
House  of  Commons 
when  it  goes  up  to 
the  Lords,  and  I 
object  to  the  wastage 
of  time.  We  pay  the 
gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons 
;^400  a  year  to  deal 
with  the  country's 
business,  and  they 
have  devoted  much 
time  to  consideration 
of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill .  No 
exception  was  taken 
to  this  Bill  on  its 
second  reading,  and 
the  present  opposi- 
tion is  only  a  counter 
claim — an  artificial 
and  unreal  opposi- 
tion. What  object 
will  be  served  in 
prejudicing  the  Bill  ? 
Why  waste  the 
time  of  the  House 
of  Lords  ?  We  do 
not  pay  the]  House 
of  Lords  —  so  I 
have  no  quarrel  with 
them  on  that 
score.  It  is  a 
desperate  expedient, 
a  last  expedient 
of  laymen  to  con- 
trol the  nursing 
profession. 
When  I  was  young,  there  was  a  rush  of  young 
women  into  nursing  with  a  sense  of  vocation.  They 
laid  a  fine  foundation  for  the  present  generation  to 
build  upon.  Resolute  action  is  now  demanded. 
Put  power  and  force  behind  it.  Let  Parhament 
know  that  if  your  Bill  does  not  go  through  there 
will  be  trouble.  Go  right  aAvay  to  success  by  sheer 
elan.  Don't  let  it  be  said  that  you  have  not  put  on 
enough  pressure.  You  cannot  be  too  fervent.  I 
beg  to  move  the  resolution. 
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Dr.  Crouch  Seconds  the  Resolution. 
Dr.  Crouch,  who  seconded,  said  :  Miss  Boyle  has 
put  the  constitutional  question  before  you.  Can 
anyone  explain  why  the  College  of  Nursing  is  so 
sensitive  to  criticism,  that  it  would  seem  almost  to 
imagine  it  is  of  Divine  origin,  and  its  14,000  mem- 
bers called  from  heaven  ? 

In  regard  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Dr. 
Crouch  remarked,  "  it  is  the  first  lie  that  counts," 
and  showed  how  recruits  were  gained  by  leading 
nurses  to  suppose  that  if  they  joined  the  College 
and  had  their  names  on  its  Register,  they  would, 
ipso  facto,  be  placed  upon  the  State  Register,  when 
a  Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  passed. 

Is  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  he  asked, 
the  proper  body  to  be  charged  with  the  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses  ?  He  maintained  it  is  not,  as  it  is 
jrepresentative  of  the  nurses'  employers,  and  you 
cannot  trust  employers  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
their  employees.  I  am,  he  said,  an  employer  of 
nurses  myself,  and  any  one  of  them  who  did  not 
examine  very  carefully  any  suggestion  put  forward 
by  me  in  regard  to  their  affairs  wo  aid  be  a  blithering 
idiot ;  the  interests  of  employer  and  employed  are 
so  conflicting.  It  is  like  dealing  with  the  Siamese 
twins.  Take  the  chairman  of  the  College  of 
Nursing.  Arthur  is  fond  of  nurses  and  wishes  to 
help  them.  Stanley  is  a  large  employer  of  nurses, 
and  the  eftect  of  trying  to  pull  Arthur  from  Stanley 
results  in  great  discomfort  to  Stanley. 
f  What  has  the  College  of  Nursing  done  for  nurses 
in  the  past  that  they  should  put  themselves  under 
it  ?  It  has  been  in  existence  for  three  years.  "VSTiat 
have  the  members  of  its  Council  done  to  introduce 
reforms  which  it  proferses  to  advocate  into  the 
hospital  where  they  are  in  authority  ? 

Dr.  Crouch  here  showed  to  the  Press  two  striking 
photographs  of  nineteen  bonny  young  women, 
taken  during  the  first  months  of  their  train  ing  in  a 
school  of  which  the  heads  belong  to  the  College  of 
Nursin;;,  and  a  second  photograph  of  nine  survivors 
at  the  end  of  their  training.  In  only  two  cases  was 
it  possible  to  recognise  the  nurses.  He  had,  he 
said,  shown  the  photographs  to  a  Lady  Inspector 
of  factories,  and  her  comment  was  that  such  a 
thing  wo  lid  not  be  possible  under  the  Factory 
Acts. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  he  said,  is  like  Rostand's 
chanticleer,  which,  when  it  crowed,  was  under  the 
impression  that  it  made  the  sun  rise.  The  College 
congratulates  itself  upon  things  which  have  no 
relation  to  its  activities-. 

So  long  as  the  College  of  Nursing  exists  under 
its  present  constitution  nurses  will  be  parasites 
on  society,  dependent  on  flag  days  and  victory 
balls.  I  saw  the  other  day  a  publication  in  which 
I  took  no  interest,  as  from  the  picture  on  the  cover 
I  thought  was  a  pernicious,  lewd,  novel  dealing 
with  an  improper  nurse,  till  I  found  it  was  issued 
in  support  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses.  It 
depicted  a  drunken  soldier  and  a  rollicping 
sailor,  arm-in-arm  with  a  hilarious  nurse.  The 
comment  of  an  old  lady  standing  near  me  to  a 
friend  was,  "  What  a  picture,  my  dear  !  " 
•  You  have  to  go  and  fight  the  College  of  Nursing. 


It  has  succeeded  in  fooling  a  good  many  Labour 
members  as  well  as  members  of  the  nursing 
profession,  by  professing  that  the  nurses  can  elect 
whom  they  like  on  to  its  Council.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  the  nurses  getting  repre- 
sentatives on  to  the  Council  of  the  College  under 
present  conditions,  and  the  Council  knows  it. 
The  only  thing  is  for  the  nurses  to  form  a  block, 
and  put  up  as  the  party  of  the  rank  and  file. 

Dr.  Crouch  then  formally  seconded  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

Free  Expression  of  Opinion. 

The  Chairman  invited  discussion  and  free 
expression  of  opinion. 

Miss  Beatrice  Kent  said  she  was  full  of  gratitude 
and  joy  at  the  feeling  shown  by  the  meeting.  In 
the  course  of  her  life  she  had  never  heard  of  such 
a  case  as  that  of  the  nurses  who,  when  they  at  last 
after  thirty  years'  work,  had  obtained  a  hearing 
for  their  Bill,  should  have  their  own  colleagues 
come  forward  and  attempt  to  wreck  it.  No  noble 
lord  had  ever  done  a  more  ignoble  thing  than  Lord 
Goschen  in  bringing  the  College  Bill  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  while  the  Nurses'  Bill  was  awaiting  Ihe 
Report  stage  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  had 
been  well  said  that  enthusiasm  marked  the  "height 
of  man  passing  from  the  human  to  the  divine." 
Let  the  nurses  show  enthusiasm  and  determination 
and  ignoble  tricks  would  not  be  played  upon  them. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Metivier,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Edmonton  Military  Hospital,  counselled 
those  present  to  refuse  to  act  if  Lord  Goschen' s 
Bill  went  through.  The  Bill  giving  them  self- 
government  was  their  birthright.  They  did  not 
want  to  depend  on  blandishments,  and  they  should 
make  it  quite  clear  that  they  would  not  have  this 
hybrid  nonsense  of  Viscount  Goschen. 

Mrs.  Be: ford  Fjinwick,  in  supporting  the 
Resolution,  advocated  a  practical  policy,  and  said 
they  were  not  there  on  their  knees  to  beg  the 
House  of  Lords  or  the  House  of  Commons  for 
justice.  They  were  there  to  demand  it  as  a  right. 
Lord  Goschen,  the  Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospital, 
who  had  introduced  the  College  Bill,  was  one  of 
the  largest  employers  of  nursing  labour  in  the  city, 
but  it  was  Sir  Cooper  Perry  of  Guy's  who  was  the 
promoter  of  the  scheme,  and  the  "  real  villain  of- 
the  piece."  She  advised  the  Nurses  to  attend  at 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  27th,  and  prove  their 
interest  in  their  own  Bill,  which  safeguarded  their 
personal  and  professional  liberties. 

On  being  put  to  the  meeting  the  Resolution  was 
carried  unanimously. 

THE    SECOND    RESOLUTION. 

This  meeting  of  Trained  Nurses  desires  to  express  the  most 
emphatic  condemnation  of  the  breach  of  faith  with  the 
Nursing  Profession,  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in 
eliminating  from  its  BiU  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  now  before  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Sub-Section 
which  guaranteed  that  five-sixths  of  the  representatives 
elected  by  the  Registered  Nurses  on  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  should  be  Nurses,  thus  failing  to  SECURE  a  single 
seat  to  Nurses  on  their  own  Governing  Body. 
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Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  Proposes 
Resolution  II. 
Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Bxitish  Nurses'  Association,  in  moving  the  second 
resolution,  said  : — 

Fellow   nurses,    when  it  was   suggested   to   me 
that  I  should  move  the  Resolution  I  have  the 
honour  to  propose,  I  felt  the  inevitable  inclination 
to  shelve  it  on  to  the  shoulders  of  someone  more 
competent,    someone    with    a    better    reputation 
as  an  orator,  some  leader  in  the  State  Registration 
movement ;     but    unpleasant    experiences    leave 
behind  them  a   certain  burden  of  responsibility, 
and  I  know,  in  my  official  capacity  as  Secretary 
of   the    Royal    British   Nurses'    Association,    how 
insidious   in   the   past  were   some   of  the   sins   of 
omission  and  commission  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  when  in,  I  now  think,  a  spirit  of  exaggerated 
altruism,  the  members  of  the  Association  (I  was 
one  of  them)  decided  to  amalgamate  the  College 
of  Nursing  and  to  trust  the  future  destinies  of 
the  Association,  indeed  of  the  whole  profession, 
to  a  Council  heavily  weighted  with  representatives 
of   that   body.      In   the   omission   of   the   Clause 
referred  to  in  the  Resolution  which  I  am  to  move, 
there  appears  again  one  of  those  sinister,  insidious,' 
disingenuous  manceuvres   calculated  to  land  the 
profession    completely    under    the    heel    of    the 
institutions.     Let  us  look  back  for  a  moment  on 
the  history  of  the   State  Registration  movement 
and  what  do  we  find — that  those  institutions  have 
opposed  almost  without  exception  the  long,  hard 
fight  of  the  independent  nurses  for  the  protection 
of  the  public,  for  the  protection  of  their  beloved 
profession,    for    the    protection    of    their    fellow 
workers  from  the  mistakes  and  indiscretions  of  the 
unqualified,     and     from     the     altogether     unfair 
competition   with   such.      Over   and   over   again, 
when    we    asked    for    facilities    for    the    Nurses' 
Registration    Bill,    they    were    refused,    because, 
as  we  were  told,  the  hospitals  were  not  in  favour 
of  it,  the  Matrons  of  the  great  hospitals  did  not 
approve  of  State  Registration.     Then  there  came 
the  war.     To-day,  at  a  time  full  of  crisis  to  you, 
a   time  when,   therefore,   we  have  to  speak  the 
whole  truth,  for  you  have  to  choose  your  leaders 
and  your  policy,  we  find  ourselves  face  to  face 
with  the  tragedy  that,   owing  to  the  opposition 
of   the   schools,    owing   to  the   opposition   of   the 
matrons — and  the  word  matron  means  a  mother — 
State  Registration  is  too  late  to  save  the  nurses. 
So    much    for    the    opposition    and    its    results  ! 
During  the  war,  any  nurses  who  formerly  adopted 
an  attitude  of  easy  indifEerence,   had  it  brought 
home  to  them  that  there  were  potentialities  in 
the  V.A.D.   movement  for  introducing  an  extra- 
ordinarily increased  amount  of  competition  from 
the  unqualified  workers  ;   so  the  College,  which  at 
first  meditated  estabUshing  a  voluntary  Register, 
found  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  nurses  were 
so  far  roused  as  to  reahze  the  necessity  for  Statu- 
tory  Registration   of   Nurses. 

Trimming  Sails  to  the  Breeze. 
Then  those  responsible  for  the  College,  trimmed 


their  sails  to  the  breeze  and  declared  themselves  in 
favour  of  State  Registration — nay,  more,  it  was 
made  a  most  excellent  stalking  horse,  especially 
when,   coupled  with  the  pledge  that  nurses  who 
joined  the  College  Register  would,  automatically 
and  without  further  fee,  have  their  names  placed 
on  the  State  Register  when  the  Nurses'   Regis- 
tration Bill  was  passed.     Well,  when  the  declara- 
tion of  this  policy  of  State  Registration  on  the 
part  of  the  former  leaders  of  the  opposition  to 
the  measure  was   made,   members  of  the   Royal 
British    Nutses'     Association    and    many     other 
nurses  besides,   believed  that  the  millennium  wasv, 
at   hand   for   the   nursing   profession ;     they   saw 
at  last  a  chance  for  unity  on  the  subject  of  State 
Registration  ;    but,  alas,  the  Bills  of  the  College 
of   Nursing   and   its   actions   in  regard   to   them, 
brought  us  all  reluctantly  to  the  conviction  that, 
it  is  only  prepared  to  support  State  Registration 
on  condition  that  the  nurses  should  continue  in 
a  state  of  serfdom.  That  the  men  who  gain  kudos, 
and   sometimes   social   prestige,    as   governors   of 
hospitals,  should  be  able  to  control  the  profession, 
to  maintain  the  supply  of  cheap  nursing  labour 
for    the    hospitals,   should  continue  to  drain  the 
energy,  the  liberty  of  mind,  often  all  the  chances 
of  happiness  or  health  for  young  lives  (it  amounts 
to  nothing  else,  however  complacently  the  gover- 
nors   and    matrons    may   shut    out    the    vision), 
should    claim    such    sacrifice  in  order  that   their 
hospital    reports     may    show    the      public — the 
kindly,   well-meaning   British   public — with  what 
virtuous    economy    their    charitable    doles    are 
administered.     But  there  is  no  audit  of  all  the 
foot  aches,  the  backaches,  the  headaches  and  the 
heartaches,  which  are  the  toll  of  those  plausible 
reports.      No  ;    it  is  expedient  just  to  keep    the 
matrons  standing  behind  evolution  a  little  longer 
still,   to  get  their  inflvience  and  support  for  the 
passage  into  a    law  of   a  Bill  to   make  possible 
and  quite  probable  the  lay  government,  not  only  . 
of   the    hospitals   and    their    servants   there,    but 
of  the  whole  rank  and  file  of  the  nurses  outside 
these  hospitals.    I  use  the  word  servants  advisedly, 
because  if,  by  adopting  the  College  Bill,  the  State 
decides  that  nurses  are  not  to  be  self-governing, 
you  can  no  longer  claim  that  nursing  is  a  profession 
at  all.  -  ... 

'     A  Vital  Alteration. 

The  College  has  made  great  capital  out  of  the 
Clause  now  eliminated  from  its  Bill ;  we  have 
heard  much  of  those  five-sixths  of  two-thirds  of 
the  seats  on  the  Council  which  were  to  be  secured 
to  the  nurses,  and  it  concerns  the  honour  of  the 
College  that,  before  eliminating  the  Clause, 
it  did  not  intimate  to  every  one  of  its  members 
its  intention  to  alter  the  Bill  in  so  vital  a  particular. 
But  the  Clause  had  served  its  purpose  as  a  stalking 
horse  for  the  College,  and  quietly,  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  at  the  crucial  moment  when  the  Bill  is 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords,  it  is  dropped 
overboard.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  surprising  that 
nurses  do  not  trust  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  ? 
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A  Grim  Irony. 
I  was  asked  by  one  of  the  nurses  to  call  attention 
to  the  control  of  large  sums  of  money — a  great 
power  for  good  and  evil  in  the  hands  of  employers 
of  nurses — which  the  College  has  for  pushing  its 
autocratic  policy.  It  will  be  a  grim  irony  indeed 
if  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses — the  Nation's 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  nurses — is  to  be  used 
to  forge  their  fetters.  If  this  money,  indirectly 
the  fruit  of  many  a  weary  vigil  on  the  part  of 
the  nurses,  is  to  be  used  to  wreck  their  Registration 
Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  or  so  to 
change  its  provisions  as  to  give  the  nurses  no 
security  that  they  shall  have  a  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs.  How  can  you  expect  to  get 
proper  conditions  of  work  or  pay  unless  you  have 
security  that  a  majority  of  seats  shall  be  allotted 
to  the  nurses  ?  The  College  itself  has  convinced 
me  of  the  necessity  for  this.  Every  day,  in  my 
office,  nurses  explain  to  me  why  they  join  the 
College  :  "  Matron  said  it  was  the  right  thing 
to  do,  you  cannot  argue  with  the  Matron "  ; 
"  we  were  told  it  would  save  us  an  examination." 
Only  the  other  day  a  young  nurse  came  to  the 
office  saying  "  I  am  convinced  the  Societies  are 
in  the  right,  but  Matron  keeps  bullying  me  to 
join  the  College.  She  says  that  I  shall  get  no 
post  worth  having  unless  I  am  a  member  of  the 
College.  If  I  join  the  R.B.N. A.,  will  it  be  against 
my  prospjects  of  getting  a  post  ?"  I  said,  "  I  do 
not  know,  it  certainly  ought  not  to  be,  but  it 
might  be  in  certain  cases.  That  does  not  matter  ; 
you  have  to  '  choose  the  right  '  and  stand  to  it." 

In  the  afternoon  she  came  back  with  the  papers 
filled  in,  and  it  went  to  my  heart  when  she  handed 
them  to  me  and  said,  "  You  really  do  think,  do 
yoii  not,  that  it  will  not  hinder  my  getting  on  ? 
It  is  so  hard  to  get  a  decent  salary,  and  so  awful 
to  feel  that  I  may  be  a  pauper  when  I  am  old." 
Fellow  nurses,  that  is  one  of  several  such  incidents 
which  I  could  relate.  No  one  person  or  group 
of  persons  has  the  right  to  control  to  this  extent 
of  your  great  profession,  no  right  to  lay  hold 
the  free  will  of  other  workers — workers  in  a 
calling  which  already  claims  such  sacrifices. 
Such  things  "are  wrong,  just  as  wrong  as  when 
one  gains  power  over  another's  will  by  hypnotism. 
It  is  wrong,  utterly  wrong,  too,  that  nurses  in 
hospitals  should  be  permitted  to  hear  only  the 
side  of  the  College  question,  while  the  Societies, 
organised  and  financed  by  the  nurses  themselves 
in  order  that  they  may  fight  their  battles,  are 
not  permitted  a  hearing  at  this  time  of  the  greatest 
crisis  in  the  history  of  your  profession.  It  is 
to  perpetuate  this  condition  of  things  that  the 
sub-section  securing  seats  for  the  nurses  on  their 
Governing  Body  has  disappeared  from  the  College 
Bill.  ^ 

Eating  the  Children's  Bread. 

When  I  referred  to  the  position  that  the  heads 
of  the  nursing  profession  have  taken  in  this, 
controversy,  I  spoke  in  no  spirit  of  pure  bitterness 
The  Matrons,  those  mothers  of  the  nurses,  know 
so  little  of  the  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  path  of 


those  nurses  who,  owing  to  conditions  in  the 
hospitals,  are  driven  out  into  other  branches  of 
the  profession,  which,  consequently,  become 
overcrowded  ;  particularly  this  refers  to  private 
nursing  practice,  which  is  more  and  more  being 
absorbed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Schools — Schools 
that  eat  the  bread  of  the  children.  If  the  heads 
of  the  nursing  profession  sat  at  my  office  desk 
instead  of  in  their  sheltered  quarters  secure  in 
the  hospitals,  we  should  find  them,  not  standing 
behind  evolution,  as  the  latest  alteration  in  the 
College  Bill  proves  that  they  do,  but  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  movement  to  claim  that  there  shall 
be  government  of  the  profession  by  the  pro- 
fession, for  the  profession.  Fellow  Members  of 
the  Organised  Societies  of  Nurses,  comrades 
who  have  covenanted  with  us,  you  who  have  so 
loyally  supported  us  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  this 
long,  hard  struggle,  I  would  remind  you  that 
there  comes  a  time  in  the  history  of  every  nation, 
in  the  history  of  every  religion,  in  the  history  of 
every  profession  when  it  must  either  go  forwards 
or  backwards,  when  it  must  choose  whether  it 
will  be  on  the  crest  of  the  wave  of  evolution,  or 
whether  it  will  remain  as  driftweed  high  on  the 
sands  of  time,  a  time,  fellow  nurses,  when  wrongs 
must  be  righted,  when  old-established  abuses 
must  be  destroyed,  and  a  great  re-building  must 
begin. 

It  is  our  misfortune,  perhaps  some  day  it  may 
be  our  glory,  that  it  is  in  our  day  this  crisis  has 
arrived  for  the  nursing  profession,  and  so  now, 
in  the  name  of  your  responsibilities  to  the  sick 
and  suft'ering,  in  the  name  of  your  responsibilities 
to  your  fellow  nurses,  in  the  name,  most  of  all, 
of  your  responsibilities  to  those  who  will  step 
into  your  places  when  you  drop  out  of  the  ranks 
■ — the  nurses  of  future  generations — I  ask  you  to 
support  the  Resolution,  which  I  now  move  for 
adoption  by  this  meeting. 

Miss  Eden  Seconds  the  Resolution. 

Miss  E.  L.  C.  Eden,  Hon.  Advisor  to  the 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  seconded  the 
resolution  in  the  following  words  : — 

It  is  with  the  utmost  conviction  that  I  rise  to 
second  the  Resolution,  proposed  by  Miss  Macdonald. 
That  seats  on  the  Coimcil  should  be  guaranteed 
to  the  profession  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
to  that  profession.  The  Bill  promoted  by  the 
College  of  Nursing,  as  now  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  which  not  a  single  seat  on  the  Council 
is  secured  to  nurses,  far  from  proving  a  help  to 
the  profession,  would  simply  bring  into  existence 
a  powerful  piece  of  machinery  for  the  control  of 
nurses — their  conditions,  their  salaries,  their 
careers — by  the  authorities  of  Training  Schools  ; 
that  is,  by  their  employers.  We  are  not  going  to 
allow  such  a  weapon  to  be  forged.  That  this 
has  been  the  tendency  of  the  College  from  the 
first  we  have  P;nown,  and  that  is  why  we  have 
held  so  firmly  together  and  fought  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  the  working  nurse ; 
and  here  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  am  not  imputing 
to   any   individual   any   evil   intentions.     We   all 
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know  now  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  men- 
taUty  of  a  crowd,  as  different  from  the  mentaUty 
of  any  one  individual  forming  a  part  of  it,  and  it 
is  beyond  refutation  that  the  mentality  of  the 
College  of  Nursing  tends,  perhaps  quite  uncon- 
sciously to  themselves,  to  make  for  the  manage- 
ment of  nurses  forced  by  those  in  control  of  them, 
and  for  their  patronage  by  those  who  have  wealth 
and  social  influence. 

It  is  in  this  fact  that  the  danger  lies,  not  in  a 
clause  put  in  or  left  out  of  a  Bill,  or  the  action  done 
or  left  undone. 

The  danger  will  crop  up  again  and  again  because 
it  is  an  integral  part  of  the  College  policy,  and  il 
the  balance  of  power  is  not  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  independent  nurse,  it  will  be  used  by  the 
College  for  the  subjugation  of  the  profession. 

The  College  of  Nursing  has  shown  its  attitude 
from  the  beginning.  Let  me  show  you.  It 
started  its  schemes  without  any  reference  to 
existing  bodies — a  very  unusual  course.  So 
there  you  see  their  attitude  becomes  apparent. 
The  crowning  achievement  of  the  College  of 
Nursing  in  this  direction  is  the  breaking  of  the 
pledge  on  which  it  may  truly  be  said  to  have  gone 
to  the  country,  and  won  both  supporters  and 
membership. 

It  has  been  a  great  plank  in  the  College  platform. 
Up  and  down  through  the  country,  in  and  out  of 
the  Press,  the  College  has  claimed  to  be  democratic 
because  of  the  power  it  had  accorded  to  the 
nursing  profession  on  the  permanent  Council. 
Then,  now,  when  it  had  gained  considerable 
membership  owing  to  the  promises  it  has  made,  it, 
in  the  most  cynical  manner,  throws  the  nurses 
overboard.  I  should  think  that  in  the  whole 
history  of  similar  legislation  no  such  cruel 
betrayal  of  trust  has  taken  place,  and  it  would 
never  have  been  attempted  with  a  man's 
profession. 

But  what  we  have  to  think  of  now  mostly  is 
not  the  past,  though  it  was  necessary  to  make 
this  clear  in  order  to  throw  light  on  the  present  ; 
but  what  we  have  to  make  up  our  minds  to  is  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  nurses  for  the  future 
The  ways  are  clear.  Let  every  nurse  join  one  of 
the  nurses'  societies,  which  has  steadfastly  worked 
for  their  interests  in  the  past,  and  which  will  be 
able  to  do  so  much  more  effectively  in  the  future 
when  their  membership  has  become  overwhelm- 
ing. Then  let  every  nurse,  and  everyone  who 
cares  for  nurses  or  for  the  work  they  accomplish, 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  press  forward  the 
Bill  of  the  Central  Committee,  which  has  loyally 
worked  for  professional  progress,  for  the  cause  of 
the  working  nurse  for  years.  And  finally,  or 
perhaps  it  should  be  firstly,  I  beg  you  to  give 
warm  support  to  the  resolution  now  before 
you. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously  and 
enthusiastically. 

A  very  memorable  meeting  was  brought  to 
a  conclusion  by  votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  speakers. 


NURSES'    REGISTRATION    IN    THE 
HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Tuesday,  May  27, 
Lord  Goschen  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  for  the  registration  and  training  of  nurses, 
promoted  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Our 
readers  are  well  acquainted  with  this  Bill,  which 
is  primarily  one  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
College  of  Nursing  without  the  word  "  Limited," 
and  the  points  advanced  in  its  support  need  not 
here  be  re-iterated. 

Lord  Ampthill  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  in  a  masterly  speech,  of  which  the  arguments 
were  unanswerable,  and  the  nurses  of  the  three 
kingdoms  owe  him  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
for  consenting  to  present  their  case. 

Speeches  were  made  both  in  support  of  Lord 
Goschen 's  proposal,  and  Lord  Amp  thill's  motion 
for  its  rejection,  and  we  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  maiden  speech  of  the  Marquess  of  Dufferin 
.  and  Ava  in  support  of  Lord  Ampthill.  Regis- 
trationists  will  remember  the  support  given  to  the 
cause  for  many  years  by  the  Lady  Helen  Munro 
Ferguson,  and  the  Lady  Hermione  Blackwood 
both  sisters  of  Lord  Dufferin. 

The  important  thing  was  that  every  one,  even 
Lord  Knutsford,  supported  and  voted  for  the 
principle  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  and 
the  last  barriers  are  down  of  those  who  profess 
that  a  system  of  legal  registration  is  inexpedient 
in   principle. 

The  last  speaker  was  Viscount  Sandhurst, 
who  made  the  following  pronouncement ; — 

"  My  Lords,  it  will  perhaps  be  convenient  if  I 
very  shortly  state,  in  the  first  instance,  what  is 
the  view  of  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ;  .and  then  perhaps  your  Lordships, 
as  I  have  had  something  to  do  with  such  matters, 
will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  of  my  o%vn. 
I  share  with  the  noble  Marquess,  Lord  Crewe,  the 
regret  at  the  cause  which  keeps  my  leader,  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Council,  from  his  seat  on 
this  occasion. 

"  My  Lords,  on  my  own  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I 
hope  that  you  will  consent  to  give  a  Second  Reading 
to  this  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  embodies  the 
principle  of  registration,  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment desires  to  secure  legislative  authority  as  a 
protection  for  the  nursing  profession  itself,  and 
also  for  the  public.  Having  said  this,  it  is  my 
duty  to  add  that  I  am  not  in  a  position- to  commit 
the  Government  in  any  way  to  the  bodies  des- 
cribed, nor  to  the  actual  tollege  so  described  in 
the  Bill.  As  your  Lordships  know,  there  has  been 
a  controversy  over  this  question  for  very  mariy 
years.  I  think  it  was  going  strong,  as  we  say  in 
another  place,  when  I  first  entered  the  hospital  field 
as  long  ago  as  1883,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
proposes  to  see,  by  conferences  and  conversations 
with  the  people  supporting  the  two  Bills,  how  far 
it  is  possible  to  get  some  agreement,  or  at  any  rate 
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to  see  how  much  of  what  is  left  of  each  Bill  can 
be  taken  in  the  near  future,  or  immediately,  as 
the  basis  for  a  really  good  Bill." 

A  suggestion  for  a  Select  Committee  has  been 
made  in  two  different  ways.  I  am -not  quite  sure 
whether  I  understood  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Crewe)  correctly,  but  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  he  hoped  we  would  read  this  Bill 
a  second  time,  and  that  when  we  had  got  the 
other  Bill  before  us  it  would  be  a  good  plan,  if 
an  agreement  had  not  been  reached  and  one  Bill 
could  not  be  made  out  of  the  two  by  various 
conferences,  that  they  should  then  be  subjected 
to  investigation  by  a  Select  Committee.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  rather  gathered  that  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  Lord  Buckmaster  suggested  that 
this  Bill  should  be  sent  at  once  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Lord  Buckmaster :  My  idea  was  that  when 
the  other  Bill  came  up  they  should  both  go  to- 
gether to  a  Select  Committee. 

Viscount  Sandhurst:  Then  I  gather  that  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  is  in  agreement  with 
the  noble  Marquess  beside  him.  Of  course,  that 
•would  give  us  a  little  time  for  these  conferences 
to  which  I  have  referred.  I  am  not  in  a  position, 
as  my  noble  friend  will  understand,  to  give  any 
undertaking  on  the  subject  at  this  moment,  but 
I  will  convey  to  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  what  is  their  wish  and  what  I  have 
heard  expressed  in  the  same  direction  from  other 
members  of  the  House,  and  I  have  not  the  smal- 
lest doubt  that  he^will  give  it  most  careful  con- 
sideration. 

But  I  quite  agree  with  what  was  said,  I  think 
by  the  noble  Marquess  and  also  by  my  noble 
friend,  that  there  is  no  rcom  for  any  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  nurses  as  a  whole — I  beheve  almost 
without  exception — desire  that  there  should  be 
some  form  of  registration.  Even  if  one  thought 
that  registration  might  not  be  quite  as  efficacious 
or  so  much  a  protection  as  is  claimed  for  it  by 
some,  the  fact  that  the  nurses  themselves  desire 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  sufficient  reason 
for  supporting  the  general  principle  of  registration, 
f  Their  Lordships  divided  Contents  62:  Non  Con- 
tents 22,  which  means  that  the  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  with  a  majority!  of  4-1.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  amongst  the  speakers  who 
supported  the  Bill  were  five  chairman  of  large 
London  Hospitals. 

We  have  not  time  or  space  to  report  the  Debate 
further  this  week,  but  we  hope  to"  do  so,  and  to 
annotate  it  for  the  benefit^f  ourjreaders  in  our 
next   issue,  ji^jl 


HOW  ARR  THE  MIGHTY  FALLEN. 

How  soon  the  dead  are  forgotten  !  The  ashes 
of  Miss  Liickes  have  no  sooner  been  walled  up 
at  St.  Philip's,  Stepney,  than  her  most  sacred 
opinions  are  scattered  to  the  winds,  and  her 
knight-errant  goes  over  to  the  enemy  ! 

Behold  the  day  when,  after  all  the  manifestoes 
signed  by  obedient  adherents,  testifying  to  the 
futility    and    iniquity    of    State    Registration    of 


Narses,  Lord  Knutsford  votes  for  a  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill !  We  always  knew  what  the 
"  antis "  objected  to  was  not  Registration  of 
Nurses  conducted  by  themselves,  but  self-govern- 
ment for  nurses  conducted  by  themselves. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  dead  are  not  tortured 
by  the  faithlessness  of  the  living. 


THE   NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN 
OF  GREAT   BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  National  Council  of  Women  is  to  hold  its 
annual  meeting  in  the  De  Montfort  Hall,  Leicester, 
from  June  24th  to  27th,  and  a  very  interesting 
programme  has  been  prepared.  The  Mayoress  of 
Leicester  will  give  the  Address  of  Welcome,  and 
the  President,  Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon,  the  Presidential 
Address.  On  the  opening  day  there  will  be  a 
Public  Meeting  on  "  Agriculture  and  Out-Door 
Employments,"  and  the  interesting  resolutions 
down  for  discussion  by  the  Representative  Council 
Meeting,  include  "  Women  on  Juries  and  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace,"  "  Women  as  Barristers 
and  Solicitors,"  "  Organised  Play,"  "  Juvenile 
Delinquency,"  "  Children  Act,  1908,  and  Incest 
Act,  igo8,"  "  Pure  Milk,"  "  District  Nurses," 
"  Local  Veto,"  "  Liquor  Control,"  "  Bastardy 
Laws,"  "  Income  Tax,"  and  "  Equal  Pay  for 
Equal  Work." 

Nurses  who  sit  through  these  debates  will  gain 
much  instruction  on  these  important  questions 
of  social  reform.  The  resolution  on  "  District 
Nurses  "  has  been  drafted  by  and  is  to  be  pro- 
posed on  behalf  of  the  Queen  VictoriaP  Jubilee 
Institute    for    Nurses,    and    runs    as    follows : — ■ 

"  That  the  Representative  Council  of  Women 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  urges  that  all  schemes 
in  connection  with  public  health,  such  as  mid- 
wifery and  infant  welfare,  supervision  of  school 
children,  and  the  nursing  of  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
should  provide  for  the  co-operation  and  help 
of  District  Nurses,  whose  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  lives  of  the  people  renders  their  services  of 
the  utmost  value." 

We  hear  that  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute  were  refused  representation  on  the 
Committee  (of  which  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  is  Chair- 
man), formed  upon  the  initiative  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  for  controlling  Public  Health  Nursing. 
We  should  have  given  preference  to  the  Q.V.J. I. 
on  such  a  Federation. 


It  is  understood  that  Dr.  Addison  has  in  prep- 
aration a  great  Medical  Services  Bill,  which  he 
hopes  to  introduce  in  the  House  of  Commons  this 
session,   says  the   Times. ' 

The  Bill  will  tackle  the  group  of  problems  for 
the  solution  of  which  the  establishment  of  a  State 
medical  service  has  been  freely  advocated  in 
unofficial  quarters. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  questions  to  be  settled 
in  the  Bill  is  the  future  of  the  medical  side  of  the 
Poor  Law. 

This  measure  is  regarded  at  the  Local  Govern- 
Board  as  a  pendant  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill. 
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STATE  REGIS  1  RATION  UP    TO    DATE. 

There  has  been  g^reat  apprehension  amongst 
certificated  nurses  that  Sub-section  4,  Clause 
12,  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  which 
deals  with  practising  nurses  during  the  term 
of  grace,  as  amended  in  Committee,  will  admit 
untrained  nurses  to  the  General  Register.  In 
our  opinion  the  powers  of  the  Council  are  too 
wide  as  it  stands,  as  the  word  "  trained  "  was 
eliminated  from  the  Clause  as  drafted  in  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill,  and  we  learn  that, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  Major  Barnett, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  the  word 
"  trained  "  will  be  reinserted  in  Report  stage, 
as  undue  pressure  might  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  Council  to  accept  as  "  satisfactory  " 
experience  without  training,  which  was  not  the 
intention  of  Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  who  amended 
the  Clause  in  Committee. 


At  the  same  time  nurses  must  realise  that  in 
starting  a  Statutory  Register,  Parliament  will 
insist  upon  a  term  of  grace,  during  which 
nurses  in  bona-fide  practice,  even  if  they  do  not 
hold  a  certificate,  will  be  given  a  chance  to 
register,  so  that  they  will  not  be  deprived  of 
power  to  earn  their  living.  This  privilege  was 
granted  to  men  practising  as  doctors,  and 
women  as  midwives,  when  the  Medical  and 
Midwives  Acts  became  law,  and  the  precedent 
thus  established  will  not  be  denied  to  nurses. 
After  the  time  of  gi-ace  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession will  be  built  up  on  a  well-defined  and 
thoroughly  efficient  basis  ;  nurses  owe  it  to  their 
own  apathy  that  Registration  has  not  been  in 
force  long  ago,  and  the  term  of  grace  long 
since  past.  Even  now  they  are  so  ignorant  that 
they  are  being  manipulated  by  the  Council  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  wreck  the  Bill 
which  in  the  aggregate  is  an  extremely  liberal 
measure.  Too  liberal,  so  far  as  the  rank-and- 
file  of  the  profession  are  concerned,  to  please 
the  autocrats  who  manage  the  Nursing  Schools. 


The  Times  published  an  exhaustive  criticism 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill,  by  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  on  May  21st,  which,  we  are  informed, 
has  enlightened  many  politicians  and  others  as 
to  the  true  aspect  of  the  Registration  contro- 
versy between  the  organized  Nurses  and  the 
Nursing  Schools. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley  presented  the  College  case 
in  the  Times  on  the  26th  inst.,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  controvert  or  disprove  Mrs.  Fen- 
wick's  statements.  Indeed,  they  are  incontro- 
vertible. The  following  unjustifiable  claim  will 
show  the  trend  of  the  arguments  advanced  by 


Sir  Arthur  Stanley  : — "  That  the  legal  regis- 
tration of  nurses  has,  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  won  its  way 
to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  public  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Bill  for  that  purpose 
lately  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
passed  its  second  reading  without  a  division 
being  challenged." 

This  is  sheer  bluff.  The  Central  Committee's 
Bill  was  not  challenged  because  every  Party  in 
the  House  had  been  converted  to  the  principle 
of  Nurses'  Registration  long  before  the  College 
was  founded,  and  it  would  have  been  hopelessly 
out-voted  if  it  had  dared  to  show  its  well-known 
animus  to  the  Nurses'  Bill  at  the  second  read- 
ing. Had  not  the  Nurses'  Bill  passed  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1908  without  a  division  at  any  stage 
— in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Nursing 
Schools — and  again  in  1914  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  the  representatives  of  these 
same  people  demanded  a  division,  was  not 
our  majority  229?  We  are  well  used  to  the 
College  policy  of  attempting  to  reap  where  it 
has  not  sown,  and  of  claiming  credit  for  the 
work  of  others,  but  this  most  recent  evidence 
of  such  a  policy  is  much  to  be  deprecated. 

We  always  said  the  "  Antis  "  would  claim 
credit  for  State  Registration  when  Parliament 
at  last  listened  to  the  rightful  claims  of  the 
State  Registration  Party.  Now  they  have 
done  it. 

Anyway,  let  us  thank  our  stars  we  have  been 
consistent  all  the  time.  The  more  publicity 
given  to  the  Nurses'  cause  the  better.  Their 
claims  are  just,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  Parliament 
will  recognise  them  as  such.  Legislation  must 
protect  their  rights,  not  only  as  professional 
workers,  but  as  British  citizens. 


•  Dear  Miss  Dock  writes  from  Fayetteville, 
U.S.A.  :  "  I  am  sitting  breathless  on  the  edge 
of  my  chair  waiting  for  the  final  news  of  your 

Act.     Wouldn't   it   be   wonderful   if But    I 

will  not  risk  hoodooing  it  by  mentioning  the 
word." 

We  wonder  what  this  gallant  pioneer  of 
liberty  for  nurses  will  feel  when  she  reads  the 
news  that  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Ltd.,  is  trying  to  torpedo  the  Nurses'  Charter 
of  Emancipation,  after  a  thirty  years'  struggle 
with  their  employers  who  control  the  Nursing 
Schools,  especially  when  she  realises  that  the 
majority  of  the  Matrons  have  united  with  anti- 
registration  hospital  Governors  in  their  attempt 
to  suppress  free  evolution  in  the  ranks  of  trained 
nurses.  It  is  a  position  quite  unthinkable  in 
connection  with  the  Superintendents  of  Nurse 
Training  Schools  in  our  Dominions  overseas,  and 
in  the  United  States.  They,  as  professional 
women,    have    throughout   the    recent    years    of 
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organisation  of  Trained  Nursing  by  the  State, 
led  the  Nurses  to  victory  every  time.  "  England 
is  frankly  feudal,"  as  a  Canadian  Matron  remarked 
to  us  of  late.  "  Your  next  war  will  be  civil  war 
to  wrench  a  life  worth  having  for  the  people. 
Once  let  the  College  get  its  company  legalised 
bv  Parliament  and  your  nurses  will  be  a  class  of 
serfs — at  present  those  who  support  the  College 
policy  are  parasites." 
The  case  in  a  nutshell  ! 


APPOINTMENTS. 


QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR      NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Annie  Mannion  is  appointed  to  Lincolnshire 
C.N.A.  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Gertrude 
N.  Thompson  is  appointed  to  Kingston  as 
Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Emily  Faram,  to  Margate  ; 
Miss  Constance  E.  Nicholl,  to  Herefordshire  C.N.A. 
as  Health  Visitor  ;  Miss  Annie  Phalp,  to  Stockton 
and  Thornaby  ;  Miss  Winifred  A.  Smith,  to  Car- 
shalton  ;  Miss  Ellen  Town,  to  Richmond  ;  Miss 
Lizzie  Woodham,  to  Richmond  ;  Miss  Alice 
Walkling,  to  Heckmondwike. 


NIGHTINGALE     SCHOLARSHIPS. 

The  Nightingale  Fund  offers  three  scholarships 
tenable  for  one  year  at  King's  College  for  Women, 
Campden  Hill,  London,  beginning  in  October  next. 

The  scholarships  will  be  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  guineas  each  and  a  further  payment  of 
£^0  towards  expenses,  will  be  made  to  each  of  the 
scholars . 

The  intention  of  these  scholarships  is  >to  assist 
their  holders  in  qualifying  for  higher  posts  in  the 
nursing  profession.  So  far,  the  plan  is  experimen- 
tal only  ;  should  it  be  found  successful,  it  is  hoped 
to  extend  it. 

The  scholarships  are  open  to  any  nurse  trained  in  " 
the  Nightingale  School,  who  possesses  its  certifi- 
cate. 

Intending  candidates  must  send  in  their  names 
to  the  Matron,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  on  or  before 
June  30th  next,  and  all  applications  must  state  the 
age  of  the  candidate,  the  date  of  the  certificate 
held,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  nature  ol  the 
work  the  applicant  has  been  engaged  on  since  the 
date  of  the  certificate. 


RESIGNATION. 

Miss  L.  Halliday,  the  Matron  of  the  Royal 
Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children  and  Women 
London,  has  resigned  after  twenty  years'  work  for 
the  hospital.  She  has  won  a  fine  reputation  for 
devotion  to  duty,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all 
her  fellow- workers  and  the  patients,  especially  the 
children,  for  whose  happiness  and  welfare  she  was 
specially  solicitous. 


NATIONAL    UNION    OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 

BRISTOL    BRANCH. 

A  lecture,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bristol 
Branch,  was  given  by  Captain  G.  R.  Gordon, 
R.A.M.C.,  of  Seale  Hayne  Hospital,  Newton 
Abbot,  on  May  22nd,  at  the  Museum  Lecture  Hall, 
on  the  subject  of  "  Applied  Psychology."  *i 

Professor  Lloyd  Morgan  was  in  the  chair. 

There  was  a  large  attendance,  who  so  greatly 
appreciated  Captain  Gordon's  interesting  and 
instructive  lecture  that  many  have  expressed  the 
desire  to  learn  more  about  this  subject,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  a  course 
of  lectures  later  on. 


ASYLUM     WORKERS'     ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL    MEETING,     MAY    21st,    1919- 

Medals  awarded  for  long  and  meritorious  service : — 

Gold. 
Mr.    J.    H.    Hodges,    Night   Attendant,    Brislington 
House,    with   41    years'    and    10    months'    continuous 
service  ;     Mrs.    S.    A.    Hulse,    Matron,    Kent   County 
Asylum,  with  41  years'  and   10  months'  service. 

Silver. 

Mr.  W.  Ramsay,  Private  Attendant,  Male  Nurses' 
Temp.  Co-op.,  with  40  years  and  3  months'  service  ; 
Mrs.  E.  Hankinson,  Head  Laundress,  Kent  County 
Asylum,  with  35  years  and  10  months'  continuous 
service. 

Bronze. 

Mr.  J.  Ness,  Head  Attendant,  Fife  and  Kinross 
District  Asylum  ;  Mr.  T.  Freebairn,  Joiner  Attendant, 
Paisley  District  Asylum ;  Mr.  D.  Hendry,  Head 
Attendant,  Edinburgh  District  Asylum  ;  Mr.  G.  F. 
Gosling,  Head  Night  Attendant,  Ipswich  Borough 
Asylum  ;  Mr.  G.  F.  Quids,  Head  Attendant,  Coton 
Hill ;  Mrs.  A.  Bruce,  Head  Nurse,  Kent  County 
Asylum ;  Mrs.  E.  Marshall,  Messroom  Stewardess, 
Kent  County  Asylum  ;  Miss  F.  Fullman,  Head  Nurse, 
Kent  County  Asylum ;  Miss  M.  M.  B.  Hendrie, 
Sister,  Glasgow  Royal  Asylum  ;  Miss  E.  J.  Cooke, 
Charge  Nurse,  Colney  Hatch  Mental  Hospital ;  Miss 
F.  Day,  Head  Night  Nurse,  Colney  Hatch  Mental 
Hospital. 


A     MEMORIAL    IN     BRUSSELS. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Villiers  writes  to  the  Times  from 
the  British  Legation  at  Brussels,  to  state  that  a 
Committee  has  been  formed  under  the  direct 
patronage  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians, 
in  order  to  consider  the  question  of  a  memorial 
to  Miss  Edith  Cavell.  The  intention  is  to  erect 
a  monument  upon  a  suitable  site  in  Brussels, 
to  develop  some  of  the  nursing  institutions  in 
which  she  took  so  deep  an  interest,  and  perhaps 
to  assist  in  founding  an  International  hospital. 
It  is  desired  that  these  proposals  should  be 
widely  known,  as  it  is  certain  that  very  many 
of  Miss  Cavell's  compatriots  throughout  the 
British  Empire  will  wish  to  subscribe  so  that  a 
fitting  tribute  may  be  paid  to  the  memory  of 
one  about  whom  it  may  truly  be  said  that 
devotion  to  the  service  of  others  was  the  guiding 
principle  of  her  life  and  the  direct  cause  of  her 
heroic  death. 
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•'QUEEN    JENNIE."* 

"  Mistress  Jennie  Cameron  climbed  wearily 
up  the  lone  hill-side.  Hey,  nonny  !  It's  ill  for 
a  lad  to  set  his  parents  at  defiance,  and  to  go  his 
own  wild  way  to  a  bitter  reaping,  but  its  worse 
when  a  lassie  takes  to  such  a  path  of  folly.  Yet 
the  men  would  have  nothing  but  pity  for  Jennie, 
just  because  she  was  young  and  slim  and  sweet, 
with  a  merry  dimple  in  her  smooth  cheek,  roguery 
in  those  laughing  blue  eyes,  and  challenge  on  the 
full  red  lips." 

Miss  "W3aine  contributes  another  story  of  the 
lawless  days  in  the  Highlands  when  George  reigned 
at  Whitehall,  and  a  Stuart  sighed  at  Versailles  ; 
and  tells  of  the  wayward  Jennie — how  she  threw 
in  her  lot  with  the  Highland  Rovers,  "  whose 
secret  lair  was  known  to  none  but  the  Rovers 
themselves,  and  their  politics  were  held  as  no 
secret.  Stuart's  men  were  they,  ready  to  toast 
the  king  over  the  water,  ready  to  fight,  ready  to 
plot  for  an  exiled  monarch ;  yet  just  as  ready  to 
burn  a  Lowland  castle  or  fire  the  ricks  of  a  Lowland 
farjner  who  favoured  Hanoverian  rule.  They 
were  a  merry  gang,  who  lived  free  as  English 
Robin  Hood  under  the  rule  of  a  nionarch,  so 
called,  Robert  Bruce." 

"  I'll  not  be  content  till  I've  paid  my  homage," 
was  Jennie's  vow. 

Jennie  got  her  chance  ere  long,  and  prevailed 
on  King  Robert  to  enroll  her  as  one  of  the  Rovers. 
So  Jennie  Cameron  came  to  rule  as  Queen  in 
the  Highland  Rovers'  cave.  And  because 
Robert  Bruce  was  a  gallant  gentleman,  he  went 
through  a  mock  ceremony  of  marriage  with  Jenny, 
that  left  her  free,  but  gave  her  the  protection  of 
his  name  to  save  her  from  harsh  criticism. 

"  In  her  gown  of  clinging  white,  her  fair  hair 
loose  over  her  shoulders,  her  brow  wreathed  by 
the  floral  crown,  Queen  Jennie  might  have  vied 
in  loveliness  with  Titania  herself.  Swords  were 
unsheathed,  and  between  a  glittering  arch  the 
king  and  queen  passed  into  the  banquetting  hall 
beyond.  What  a  day  of  revelry  and  song  was 
that." 

What  a  triumph  for  Jennie,  who  saw  herself 
in  fancy  a  penniless  lass,  wearily  climbing  the 
long  hill  which  led  to  Rowan  Farm.  With  eyes 
half  blinded  by  tears  she  looked  around  the  lamp- 
lit  chamber,  so  strangely  decorated,  so  weirdly 
peopled.  The  tartans  of  a  half-a-score  of  clans 
were  here,  clans  which  had  given  their  best  blood 
for  a  Stuart,  and  would  be  ready  to  shed  their 
blood  again  when  the  call  came,  yet  were  now 
content  to  gather  here  and  play  the  game  of 
bandit  robbers.  But  Queen  Jennie,  in  spite  of 
her  triumph,  felt  the  ache  of  the  empty  ceremony, 
r  At  last,  when  she  took  the  crown  of  fading 
flowers  from  her  head,  she  whispered  to  herself : 

♦By  May  Wynne.  (Chapman  &  Hall,  Ltd., 
London.) 


"  Are  all  crowns  so  frail  ?  "     And  her  tears  ran 
down  upon  the  fading  flowers. 

But  it  was  not  Robert  Bruce  whom  she 
ultimately  wedded.  He  was  killed  in  the  cause 
of  the  White  Cockade,  loving  Jennie  to  the  end, 
though  her  heart,  against  her  will,  had  strayed 
from  him  to  the  keeping  of  Alaster  Graham. 

"  Huzza  for  the  Highland  Rovers  !  Never 
should  fat  Geordie's  men  find  the  way  to  a  royal 
palace  where  reigned  their  King  o'  the  Greenwood. 
Huzza  !  Huzza  !  for  the  sternest  fight  ever  waged 
by  these  kilted  heroes  of  the  White  Cockade." 

Robert  Bruce  took  leave  of  Jennie  before  riding 
to  the  fray.  "Bold  and  handsome,  he  sat  his 
horse,  bonneted  in  Highland  fashion,  his  looped 
plaid  fastened  on  his  shoulder  by  a  diamond  brooch. 
A  king  of  men — and  in  those  blue  eyes  of  his  a 
deathless  love.  '  For  now  and  all  eternity,  my 
queen  ;  no  more,  no  less,'  he  said  simply,  to  the 
woman  who  loved  him." 

A  few  hours  later  Robert  Bruce  lay  dying  from 
the  sword  thrust  of  a  Lowlander,  after  Jennie  had 
avenged  his  wound. 

"  A  cold,  cold  dawning,  but  the  chill  which 
crept  over  King  Robert's  limbs  was  not  the  winter's 
cold.  Yet  he  smiled  that  brave  smile  of  his  even 
in  the  face  of  death.  •  He  was  glad  to  be  lying 
here,  looking  away  down  that  long  vista  of  glens 
and  over  the  brown,  brown  moors.  And  so  it  was 
time  for  King  Robert  to  take  his  farewell." 

A  gallant  figure  of  a  man,  but  notwithstanding, 
the  perversity  of  love  decreed  that  his  heart's 
desire  should  pass  to  another's  keeping.  A  stirring 
romance,  with  many  fine  passages. 

H.  H. 
■  m  ■ 

MISS    ELLISON    GOES    TO   AMERICA. 

Miss  Grace  ElUson,  who  is  attached  to  the 
American  Red  Cross  Service,  has  passed  through 
London  on  her  way  to  the  States,  where  she  will 
report  on  war  conditions  in  France.  She  later 
intends  to  lecture  upon  her  own  behalf,  as  she 
has  been  in  intimate  touch  with  the  whole  phase 
of  the  war  as  it  affects  France.  Her  lectures 
should  be  vivid  and  instructive. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

May  loth  to  June  6th. — Nurses'  Missionary 
League  Summer  "  Camp "  for  Nurses.  Old 
Jordan's  Hotel,  Beaconsfield. 

June  2^th-2jth. — 'National  Council  of  Women  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual  meeting. 
De  Montfort  Hall,  Leicester. 

June  2jth. — Nurses'  Registration  Bill  (Central 
Committee)   Report   Stage,    House  of  Commons. 


A  WORD   FOR  THE  WEEK. 

Some  sense  of  duty,  something  of  a  faith. 
Some  reverence  for  the  laws  ourselves  have  made, 
Some  patient  force  to  change  them  .when  we  will, 
Some  civic  manhood  firm  against  the  crowd. 

Tennyson. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE  MENTAL  NURSES'  REGISTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  understand  that  the  State  Regis- 
tration Bill,  which  will  soon  come  into  force, 
excludes  the  uncertificated  nurse. 

I  have  been  nursing  since  1903,  my  first  experi- 
ence being  one  twelvemonth  at  the  County 
Asylum,  Brentwood,  and  five  years  at  the  Earls- 
wood  Royal  Institution  for  Mentally  Defective 
Persons  ;  since  then  have  lived  at  various  private 
asylums  as  mental  nurse,  and  have  held  my 
present  post  four  years  next  July,  1919.  I  feel 
anxious  to  know  how  the  Bill  will  aft'ect  my  future 
work.  I  would  be  very  grateful  if  you  can 
enlighten  me  on  the  matter. 

I  receive  /40  annually  and  wear  indoor  and  out- 
door uniform  by  request. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

C.  J. 

[The  Bill  provides  for  a  Mental  Nurses'  Register, 
and  for  a  three  years'  period  of  grace,  during 
which  time  nurses  of  good  character,  who  satisfy 
the  Council  of  their  professional  experience  will  be 
eligible  for  registration.  We  feel  sure  that  Mental 
Nurses  who,  like  yourself,  have  ten  years'  practical 
training  and  experience,  and  who  are  still  in  active 
work,  will  meet  the  standard  at  first  required. 
After  the  three  years'  term  of  grace  no  doubt  all 
nurses  will  have  to  pass  through  three  years' 
■(-raining  and  the  central  examination  before 
j-egistration. — Ed.] 

EQUAL  PAY  FOR  EQUAL  WORK. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Do  you  not  think  members  of 
the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  and  T.F.N.S.  should  send  a 
deputation  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
present  a  protest  against  the  unfair  way  in  which 
they  have  been  treated  in  the  matter  of  gratuities, 
and  to  demand  the  same  scale  of  gratuity  as  that 
granted  to  members  of  the  Regular  Nursing 
Service  ?  We  have  worked  as  hard  as  they, 
and  under  as  trying  conditions,  and  yet  in  the 
King's  Warrant  of  May  loth  we  see  their  first 
year's  service  gratuity  is  to  exceed  ours  by  ;^20 
in  the  case  of  stafE  nurses,  and  ;^io  in  the  case 
of  sisters,  and  for  each  subsequent  year  of  war 
service  all  ranks  of  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  are  to  get 
just  double  the  amount  granted  to  members  of 
the  T.F.N.S.  and  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  We  feel 
this  is  a  great  injustice,  as  many  of  us  have  left 
lucrative  posts  to  serve  our  country  in  her  need. 
We  now  have  to  seek  fresh  employment,  whereas 
work  and  pension  are  assured  to  the  Regulars. 

In  the  Warrant  it  is  stated  that  "  more 
generous "  teitms  are  being  granted  to  "  tem- 
porary "  nurses,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
increase    for    those   with   four   years'    service    or 


more  is  very  little,  e.g.,  a  sister  serving  since 
outbreak  of  war  to  present  time  is  entitled  to 
;^52  los.  in  place  of  ^47  los.,  while  a  matron 
actually  would  lose  under  the  new  scheme, 
receiving  only  ^58  in  lieu  of  ;^6o  ! 
Yours  faithfully, 

1914  Star." 
rWe    hope    members    of    Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.    and 
T.F.N.S.    will   unite   to  get   justice.      You    have 
right  on  your  side. — Ed.] 

CHEERIO,     NURSE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam. — I  quite  agree  with  your  correspondent 
that  Lady  Cowdray's  latest  publication  is  nothing 
short  of  an  insult  to  the  Service,  and  that  the 
Matrons  should  take  steps  to  get  it  withdrawn. 

The  choice  of  a  frontispiece  excels  the  cover 
in  vulgarity  and  bad  taste. 

In  Lady  Cowdray's  mind  the  nurses  are  evi- 
dently not  merely  objects  of  charity,  but  some- 
thing less  complimentary. 

The  War  Office  is  strong  enough  in  enforcing 
its  discipline  on  members  of  the  Service,  let  it 
show  itself  equally  courageous  in  defending 
their  dignity. 

Another  Army  Sister. 

NO  MONOPOLY   FOR    MALE    ACCOUNTANTS 
IN     A     NURSES'     BILL. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam. — During  the  discussion  in  Parliament 
re  the  Nurses  Bill,  an  amendment  was  proposed 
which  limited  the  Nurses  in  their  choice  of  an 
Accountant. 

May  I  suggest  th^t  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  be  free  to  apipoint  a  woman  auditor  if 
we  so  desire  ;  and  the  effect  of  this  amendment 
might  make  this  impossible,  at  least  for  some 
years. 

The  Society  of  Chartered  Accountants  has 
closed  its  doors  to  women  for  as  long  as  possible, 
and  in  admitting  them  at  last  imposes  conditions 
which  debar  those  women  already  in  practice. 

Accountancy,  being  an  eminently  suitable 
profession  for  women,  I  hope  any  such  attempts 
to  monopolise  it  for  men  may  be  nipped  in  the 
bud,  and  that  nurses  will  protest  against  any 
such  restrictions  being  imposed  in  the  conduct 
of  their  business. 

Faithfully  Yours,  (Nurse  for  20  years). 
W.  E.  Ayres. 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

May  31st. — ^What  advice  would  you  give,  as  a 
midwife,  to  a  patient  in  danger  of  losing  her  flow 
of  milk  ?  Supposing  that  she  is  unable  to  feed  her 
infant,  what  alternative  feeding  would  you  suggest  ? 

June  yth. — What  is  cystitis  ?  How  does  it 
arise  ?  How  would  you  recognize  it  ?  What  are 
the  principal  nursing  points  ? 
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CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 

LIST    OF    SUCCESSFUL    CANDIDATES. 

At^the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board,  held  on  May  ist,  1919,  in  London  and  the 
Provinces,  492  candidates  were  examined,  and  398 
passed.     The  percentage  of  failures  was  19.1. 

London. 

British  Hospital  for  Mothers  and  Babies. — E.  E. 
Cain,  E.  Crampton,  M.  A.  Gore. 

City  of  London  Maternity  Hospital.  —  A.  B. 
Bailey,  H.  M.  Bowrey,  M.  C.  Coulter,  E.  E.  Grieves, 
M.  M.  Lowe,  H.  M.  Morgan,  E.  M.  Padbury, 
A.  Spendlow. 

Clapham  Maternity  Hospital. — -D.  M.  Baker, 
M.  J.  De  Wasgindt,  A.  R.  Gamble,  A.  Raine,  A.  G. 
Wilson. 

East  End  Mothers'  Home. — E.  M.  Archer  M.  S. 
Brittain,  D.  W.  Casson,  E.  E.  Herd,  E.  M.  John, 
E.  K.  Perry,  J.  Tindall. 

Edmonton  Union  Infirmary. — H.  M.  Morrison, 
E.  E.  Passey. 

General  Lying-in  Hospital. — M.  M.  Barlow, 
M.  Bell,  P.  H.' Bingham,  G.  N.  Butler,  M.  Chalmers, 
L.  G.  Davies,  M.  M.  Fairs,  N.  Moore,  E.  E.  Perkins, 
E.  B.  Pontin,  R.  A.  Reed,  L.  M.  Reely,  J.  F. 
Sneddon,  F.  R.  Tanner,  D.  E.  Thorpe,  M.  E. 
Trench,  B.  E.  Waters,  E.  M.  WiUiams, 

Greenwich  Union  Infirmary.- — M.  F.  Drury, 
G.  Wilks. 

Guy's  Institution. — I.  Ames,  F.  D.  Birch,  E.  M. 
Claxton,  N.  H.  Davies,  L.  M.  Dickie,  H.  F 
Furley,*  E.  D.  L.  Graham,  M.  C.  Mummery,  W.  R. 
Seccombe,  P.  C.  Verden. 

Kensington  Union  Infirmary. — B.  M.  Andrews, 
E.  M.  Webb. 

Lambeth  Parish  Workhouse. — N.  K.  Brown,  S.  L 
Hall,  E.  M.  Smith. 

London  Hospital— E.   W.   Dodd,   G.   M.   Miles, 

E.  M.  Payn,  E.  E.  Rich,  A.  M.  Richards,  I.  M.  W, 
Rowe,  D.  Stigant. 

Maternity  Nursing  Association. — M.   K.  Moore, 

F.  M.  O'Neill,  N.  Priddle. 

Middlesex  Hospital. — O.  Coombey,  R.  E.  K. 
Lovelock,  E.  F.  Miller. 

Middlesex  Hospital  and  East  End  Mothers' 
Home. — A.  Jones. 

Plaistow  Maternity  Charity. — E.  A.  Agar,  G.  F. 
Bennett,  A.  L.  Beswick,  F.  Bosworth,  D.  E. 
Brammer,  C.  Butler,  W.  E.  Cain,  A.  R.  Clothier, 
E.  M.  Cooksley,  A.  E.  Foreman,  M.  Freeman, 
L.  F.  Gay,  M.  E.  Giles,  L.  G.  Hall.  C.  Jones.  L. 
Jones,  C.  Kirrane,  V.  M.  Laidler,  F.  G.  Marriott, 
M.  A.  Moore,  E.  M.  Morris,  S.  A.  Oliver,  S.  J. 
Parsons,  E.  Porter,  C.  Sadler,  A.  M.  Thompson, 
E.  Welsh,  E.  S.  Williams. 

Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital. — C.  A.  Arkcoll,  H.  F. 
Atherton,  E.  M.  Bishop,  D.  M.  Brazier.  R.  Carter, 
E.  Chalmers.  L.  Duncan.  E.  H.  Farlie,  G.  N. 
Filtness,   M.  A.  French,  J.  M.  N.  Gabriel,  M.  E. 


Green,  A.  Griffin,  J.  P.  Hardwick.  E.  L.  Hefler, 
A.  Hennessey,  P.  M.  Hughes,  E.  D.  James,  E.  G. 
Jones,  G.  P.  Knights,  R.  E.  Lawley,  G.  Massey, 
E.  Mehegan,  L.  E.^Page,  P.  Pike,  L.  A.IRingwood, 
E.  H.  Saunders.lR.kL.  Scott,  A.  P.fSluiter,  L. 
Smith,  E.  Starte,  R.  Swaby,  M.  H.  Thomas, 
A.  Watson. 

Salvation  Army  Mothers'  Hospital.- — L.  Beckett, 
D.  Goldsworthy,  N.  Hedley,  W.  M.  Loveless,  A.  K. 
Morley,  V.  L.  Oxborrow,  E.  E.  Whitehead. 

Shoreditch  Union  Infirmary. — R.  A.  James, 
M.  J.  Rees,  S.  Richards. 

St.  Marylebone  Workhouse  Infirmary. — F.  M. 
Craze,  M.  Grist,  M.  E.  Ritchie. 

St.  Pancras  South  Infirmary.— L.  Tucker. 

St.  Thomas'  Hospital. — R.  Caesar,  A.  M.  Dewe, 
J.  G.  J.  Thatcher. 

University  College  Hospital. — L  L.  Oglethorpe, 
M.  Parkinson,  A.  M.  Webster. 

Wandsworth  Union  Workhouse. — P.   Delahunty 

West  Ham  Workhouse.— A.  E.  Barnes,  E.  J 
Roach.  1^' 

Whitechapel  Union  Infirmary. — N.  T.  Wiles, 
M.  J.  WiUiams. 

Provincial. 

Aston  Union  Workhouse. — C.  Baughen,  T.  M. 
Guggenheim,  M.  A.  Logan,  E.  D.  B.  Pare,  C. 
Simms,  D.  F.  Whittey. 

Aldershot  :  Louise  Margaret  Hospital. — M.  L. 
Firth,  E.  Hardcastle,  E.  Pilbeam,  G.  F.  Sainsbury, 
D.  F.  Vidal. 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — H.  Charles- 
worth,  F.  L.  Myatt,  H.  Sharrott,  L.  Toolan.  J. 
Walker,  A.  M.  Worsley,  E.  S.  Young. 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital. — O.  N.  Asquith, 
D.  Bartlam,  A.  Clapham,  C.  Collins,  J.  Geddes,  M. 
Griffiths,  M.  A.  Jackson,  W.  D.  Jenkins,  M.  E. 
Keohane,  K.  U.  Lewis,  F.  Lovatt,  D.  Lund,  A. 
Marshall,  B.  J.  L.  Mitchell.  B.  M.  Page.  J.  Row- 
bottom,  N.  Sanders.  M.  F.  Senior,  E.  Stevens.  G. 
Williams. 

Birmingham  :  Selly  Oak  Infirmary. — E.  Bed- 
worth. 

Bradford  Union  Hospital. — E.  Milligan. 

Brighton  Hospital  for  Women. — A.  J.  Austen, 
M.  A.  L.  Barrett.  B.  A.  Harris,  V.  R.  Masterson, 
L.  M.  Roper,  H.  M.  Salmon. 

Bristol  General  Hospital. — L.  A.  Browning,  E.  E. 
Clarke,  F.  A.  Gough,  E.  Panes.  M.  Smith. 

Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. — L.  N.  Castle,  M.  F. 
CuUinan.  K.  S.  Martin.  C.  Shaw. 

Cheltenham  District  Nursing  Association. — M.  E. 
Ayliffe. 

Chester  Benevolent  Institution. — E.  Deane.  A.  A. 
Felstead. 

Derby  :  Royal  Derbyshire  Nursing  Association. — 
A.  M.  Bradley,  J.  A.  Crowe,  E.  H.  Dray,  L. 
Griffin,  E.  F.  M.  Griffiths,  E.  M.  O'Reardon,  E. 
Plumtree,  F.  Wilson. 
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Devon  and  Cornwall  Training  School. — L.  L. 
Ashford,  K.  S.  Bays,  A.  T.  Grenfell,  N.  J.  Holmes, 
A.  Millard,  B.  Tolman,  M.  White. 

Devonport  :  Alexandra  Nursing  Home. — E. 
Bennion,  F.  E.  Every.  F.  M.  Fairs,  A.  E.  Godbolt, 

D.  J.  Hughes,  N.  A.  Jenkinson,  C.  I.  Kelly,  M.  A. 
Mathias,  N.  J.  Riley,  R.  W.  Simmonds. 

Eccleshall  Bierlow  Union. — M.  Millward,  D.  S. 
Sansom. 

Gloucester  District  Nursing  Society. — B.  M.  Price. 

Hastings  District  Nursing  Association. — K.  C. 
Richard. 

Herts  County  Nursing  Association. — N.  H. 
Thomas. 

Hudders field  District  Nursing  Association  and 
Huddersfield  Union  Workhouse. — A.  M.  E. 
Barnsley. 

Ipswich  Nurses'  Home. — M.  Fell,  E.  A.  Savage, 
L.  J.  WiUiams. 

Kingswood  District  Nursing  Association. — K.  H. 
Sly. 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital. — G.  M.  Atkinson,  C. 
Moyler. 

Leeds  Union  Infirmary. — E.  McBride. 

Leicester  Maternity  Hospital  and  Leicester  Union 
Infirmary. — M.  A.  Jackson. 

Leicester  Union  Infirmary. — H.  C.  Bowes. 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital. — A.  Barlow,  S. 
Crawford,  A.  M.  Crosthwaite,  H.  A.  Heighway, 
M.  A.  Ireland,  L.  King,  E.  Mitchell,  E.  M.  Owen, 
F.  C.  Robbie. 

Liverpool  Workhouse  Hospital. — F.  Cane,  M. 
Hankinson,  E.  M.  Lawson. 

Manchester  :  St.  Mary's  Hospital. — A.  Bancroft. 
H.  Bridgford,  S.  E.  Frankland,  E.  Goodwin,  T. 
Hawarden,  G.  L.  HolUday,  J.  Hyde,  W.  L. 
Kilgour,  E.  M.  Lascelles,  L.  E.  Lockett,  M.  A. 
Ogden,  E.  Partington,  R.  Pontefract,  A.  Reay, 
I.  C.  Scott.  A.  Sharpies,  S.  M.  Walsh,  J.  Water- 
house,  A.  Whittaker. 

Manchester  Workhouse  Infirmary  and  St.  Mary's 
Hospitals.— M.  B.  Docherty,  H.  A.  Head,  M.  C. 
Owen,  M.  D.  Swann. 

Medway  Union  Infirmary . — N.  B.  Hulland. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Maternity  Hospital.  ■ —  D. 
Barrett,  J.  A.  Cockburn,  J.  A.  Coward,  J.  A. 
Gibson,  G.  Nutt,  E.  M.  Purse,  E.  J.  Waters. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Union  Hospital. — N.  E. 
Forrest,  E.  Redpath. 

Nottingham  Workhouse  Infirmary. — A.  Corbett, 

E.  E.   Coxall,   M.    Freeman,   L.   A.    Johnson,   M. 
Winstanley. 

Northampton  Q.V.N. I. — M.   Thompson. 

Oldham  Union  Infirmary. — E.  Owen. 

Portsmouth  Military  Families'  Hospital.— N.  L. 
Pettigrew,  E.  Rawson. 

Preston  Union  Workhouse. — R.  Young. 

ShefiHeld  :  Jessop  Hospital. — M.  Goodison,  M.  J. 
Hinchhff,  G.  L.  Rattee,  N.  E.  Richards. 

Sheffield  :  Jessop  Hospital  and  Staffs  Training 
Home  for  Nurses. — E.  Cocking. 

Sheffield  Union  Hospital. — E.  E.  Barratt, 
M.  Stenton. 

Staffs.      Training    Home    for    Nurses. — ^M.     E. 


Hughes,  S.  Kettell,  B.  Lewis,  E.  M.  Murrell, 
N.  M.  Murrell,  E.  Roberts,  A.  Wolstencroft. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Union  Hospital.— B.  M.  Beard- 
more,  E.  Callon. 

Southampton  Union  Infirmary. — E.  A.  Foreman, 
E.  S.  Westmore. 

Walton  :  West  Derby  Union  Infirmary. — S.  M. 
Patterson. 

West  Riding  Nursing  Association. — E.  Tod. 

Wilts  Nursing  Association. — E.  A.  Morse,  E.  M. 
Pearce. 

Wolverhampton  District  Nurses'  Home. — E.  E. 
Lyons,  G.  H.  Tudor. 

Worcester  County  Nursing  Association. — D.  R.  M. 
Vickery. 

York  Maternity  Hospital.— B.  M.  Haigh,  G.  M. 
Hibbett,  E.  Skinner. 

Wales. 
Cardiff    Q.V.J.I.—B.    L.    Bence,    B.    Davies, 

A.  Watkins,  G.  E.  Willey. 

Monmouthshire  Training  Centre. — V.  M.  Bates, 
R.  C.  Edwards,  M.  A.  Evans,  A.  A.  Meazey,  E.  F. 
Price,  I.  H.  Richards. 

Scotland. 
Edinburgh  Royal  Maternity  Hospital. — R.  C.  T. 
Dew,  M.  Tait. 

Glasgow  Royal  Maternity  Hospital. — H.  J.  Turpin, 

Private  Tuition. 
E.  A.  Berry,  M.  L.  Birchell,   S.  A.  Crocombe, 

B.  M.  Davies,  A.  E.  Grant,  D.  K.  Gyngell,  H.  Hod- 
dinott,  D.  E.  Illing,  S.  A.  Lloyd,  L.  E.  Phillips, 
L.  Plimmer,  F.  M.  Ruth,  M.  Somerville,  M.  Stewart- 
A.  K.  Semon,  E.  Town,  W.  M.  Wells,  J.  M.  A. 
White,  D.  E.  Whittle,  L.  R.  Woodham. 

Private  Tuition  and  Institutions. 

General  Lying-in  Hospital. — C.  E.  Baird,  C. 
Davies,  M.  D.  Fox. 

Jewish  Maternity  District  Nursing  Society. — 
J.  Boaz,  M.  Scott,  A.  M.  Stoddart. 

Manchester  St.  Mary's  Hospitals. — A.  M.  Camp- 
bell, E.  A.  Sharpies,  F.  M.  Wallis,  M.  R.  White- 
way. 

Pemberton  Nursing  Institute. — F.  Ellis,  A.  G. 
Langstone,  E.  M.  Osborne,  F.  M.  Wallis. 

Croydon  Union  Infirmary. — G.  English. 

Fulham  Midwifery  School.- — M.  Fuller,  M.  A. 
Turner. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Union  Hospital. — I.  Lee. 

Essex  County  Nursing  Association. — E.  Lister, 
I.  A.  Rae. 

Bradford  Union  Hospital. — A.  MacKail. 

Kensington  Union  Infirmary. — V.  V.  E.  Parker. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Union  Hospital. — L.  Roberts. 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital.- — E.  Ryder, 
ME.  Withers. 

PENAL    CASES. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
was  held  on  May  22nd,  to  consider  penal  charges. 
Struck  off  the  Roll. — ^Mary  Glarvy  (30975)  ;  Sarah 
Ann  Craddock  (3797)  ;  Ellen  Maria  Whitton 
(20036).  Judgment  postponed,  for  report  in  three 
and  six  months. — Hannah  Evans  (4456). 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    FINANCES    OF    THE  COLLEGE    OF 
NURSING,   LTD. 

The  financial  position  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  must  be  of  great  importance  to 
its  members,  and  in  the  near  future  will  also 
become  a  matter  of  considerable  professional 
and  public  interest.  We  have  now  before  us 
the  details  of  its  receipts  and  expenditure  for 
the  first  three  years  of  its  existence — that  is  to 
say,  up  to  March  31st,  1919 — and  a  summary 
of  those  accounts  affords  very  significant  in- 
formation. Taking  the  Receipts  first,  we  find 
that  up  to  March  31st,  1917,  2,553  nurses  had 
been  registered,  and  in  the  next  year  5,414, 
and  last  year  5,047.  '  Of  the  total  number, 
11,203  were  from  England  and  Wales,  1,289 
from  Scotland,  and  522  from  Ireland,  or  13,014 
in  all.  The  marked  falling  off  in  last  year's 
registrations  confirms  the  statements  we  have 
received  from  various  quarters,  to  the  effect 
that  the  desperate  efforts  made  by  hospital 
matrons  to  coerce  their  nurses  into  joining  the 
College  have  nearly  emptied  their  nets.  These 
13,014  nurses  have  paid  the  College  the  total 
sum  of  ;^i3,664  14s.,  in  return  for  which  the 
matrons  and  doctors,  acting  as  directors  and 
officials,  have  pledged  themselves  that  Parlia- 
ment shall  give  to  those  13,000  nurses  admis- 
sion to  a  State  Register  "  automatically  and 
without  further  fee."  If  the  Houses  of  Lords 
and  Commons  have  the  extreme  hardihood  to 
refuse  to  give  these  nurses  such  preferential 
treatment  over  the  50,000  or  so  other  nurses 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men in  question  have  doubtless  contemplated 
what  the  consequences  might  be  to  the  College 
of  Nursing.  But,  doubtless  also,  they  are  well 
assured  that  Parliament  is  compelled  to  obey 
their  orders  as  to  the  form  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment shall  take. 

Still,  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  one  may  be 
allowed  to  ask  what  has  become  of  those  13,000 
guineas ;  and  it  may  perhaps  surprise  some 
supporters  of  the  College  to  learn  that  some 


;^io,ooo  of  that  amount  has  already  been  spent 
in  carrying  on  the  Company. 

Next,  we  find  that  some  ;^37, 500  have  been 
received  in  charitable  donations — no  less  than 
;^32,5oo  being  from  the  so-called  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses,  which  the  generous  British 
public  was  asked  to  subscribe,  and  believed 
that  it  was  subscribing,  for  the  benefit  of 
nui*ses.  Evidently,  it  has  been  wisely  stipulated 
that  these  donations  must  be  invested.  The 
interest  received  from  those  investments  has 
amounted  to  ;^937,  or,  with  the  above  capital 
sum,  to  ;^38,436  3s.  6d.  altogether.  From  the 
Balance  Sheet  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  the 
investments  has  been  ;^40,42i.  In  other 
words,  beyond  those  donations  and  dividends, 
only  ;^2,c>oo  out  of  the  ;^i 3,664  paid  by  nurses 
for  their  registration  was  safely  invested  on 
March  31st.  The  balance  between  the  ;^  10,000 
— which,  as  we  have  said,  is  already  spent — - 
and  the  two  last  figures  is  represented  by  cash 
at  the  bank  and  furniture  at  the  offices.  The 
other  side  of  the  accounts — that  is  to  say,  the 
Expenditure — is  equally  interesting.  The 
salaries  paid  have  risen  from  ;^487  in  the  first 
year  to  ;^i,2o6  last  year;  the  cost  of  printing 
and  stationery  from  ;^430  to  ;^884 ;  the 
postages  from  ^2'j'j  to  ;^444.  During  the  past 
year  advertising  has  cost  no  less  than 
;^204  los.  9d.,  and  travelling  expenses,  includ- 
ing those  to  London  by  members  of  the  two 
Branches,  amount  to  ;^290 ;  the  total  cost 
of  carrying  on  this  so-called  College  last  year 
having  been  over  ;^4,3oo.  It  registered  5,000 
nurses,  but  of  any  ordinary  collegiate  work 
there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  in  its 
accounts.  It  will  cause  no  surprise  to  learn 
that  while  the  College  has  received  some 
;^i,35o  from  Scottish  nurses,  and  some  ;^550 
from  Irish  nurses,  it  has  had  to  pay  its  Scottish 
Branch  ;^928,  and  its  Irish  Branch  ;^86o,  to 
cover  their  expenditure  to  date — an  excellent 
bargain  for  Scottish  and  Irish  Nurses,  at  the 
expense  of  their  English  colleagues.  There  are 
several  other  interesting  facts  revealed  by  .a 
careful  dissection  of  the  three  years'  accounts 
of  the  College,   to  which  we  may  refer  on  a 
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future  occasion.  For  the  moment  we  place  the 
above  figures  on  record  for  the  information  of 
the  nursing  profession  and  for  future  reference. 
The  bare  figures  themselves  are  a  stronger  com- 
mentary on  the  past  working  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  on  its  future  financial  posi- 
tion, than  that  which  the  most  partisan  critic 
could  make. 

"  That  it  should  control  the  State  Register  and 
di-vert  to  itself  the  fees  means  life  or  death  to 
the  College  on  its  present  basis,  unless  it  be- 
comes in  fact  as  well  as  in  name  an  educational 
body.  The-  College  as  such  is  at  present  a 
phantom.  ,  • 

A    PRACTICAL    POINT. 


HONOURS  FOR  NURSES. 


Dr.  B.  H.  Spilsbury,  giving  evidence  at  an 
inquest  at  St.  Pancras  last  Saturday,  stated  he 
should  not  advise,  the  giving  of  beans  for  dinner 
to  children  who  were  to  be  operated  upon  on 
the  same  day.  The  inquest  was  on  a  boy  of 
six,  who  had  died  from  asphyxia  owing  to  un- 
digested food  getting  into  the  air  passages 
through  vomiting  whilst  the  lad  was  under  the 
influence  of  an  anaesthetic. 

The  boy,  a  patient  at  University  College 
Hospital,  was  given  a  dinner  of  minced  beef, 
potatoes,  and  haricot  beans .  at  noon,  and 
operated  on  nearly  seven  hours  later. 

The  Coroner,  in  recording  a  verdict  of 
"  Death  from  misadventure,"  said  that  he 
would  advise  the  hospital  authorities  in  future 
not  to  give  children  a  meal  of  beans  of  they 
were  to  be  operated  upon  on  the  same  day. 


We  think  it  a  good  rule  that  no  solid  food 
should  be  given  to  children  on  the  day  of  opera- 
tion, and  that  vegetables  "should  be  specially 
avoided.  We  should  like  to  hear  the  experience 
of  trained  Children's  Nurses  on  this  practical 
point. 


SANATORIA   TREATMENT. 

An  Army  Council  Instruction,  just  issued, 
provides  that  the  cost  of  treatment  in  sanatoria  of 
tuberculous  officers  and  nurses  on  full  or  half -pay 
will  henceforth  be  payable  out  of  ^rmy.  funds.. 

Where  the  disability  is  caused  in  and  by.  military 
service  actual  expenditure  on  treatment  up  to 
;^4  14s.  6d.,  a  week  is  allowed.  Where  the  dis- 
ability is  aggravated  by  military  service,  two 
thirds  of  the  actual  expenditure  up  to  £-^  3s.  a 
week  is  allowed. 

i-'  Officers  receiving  this  grant  are  ineligible  for 
ration  and  lodging  allowance.  Similarly,  the 
board  and  washing  allowance  of  21s.  6d.  a  week  of 
Army  and  V. A.D.  nurses  in  receipt  of  the  grant 
will  be  reduced  to  4s.  a  week  w:ashing.  allowance. 


The  King  held  an  Investiture  in  the  Quadrangle 
of  Buckingham  Palace  on  May  31st,  and,  amongst 
others,  conferred  the  followdng  decorations  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Matron  Mary  Davies,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  and  Principal 
Matron  Annie  Gill,  T.F.N .S. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Sister  Grace  King,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;   Sister  Margaret 
Lyons,     Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;      Sister    Mildred     Wheeler 
T.F.N.S.  ;    Matron  Mabel  AstleyrC^mpbell,  B.R.C.S.  ; 
and  Matron  Marion  Parsons,  U.S.A.N.S. 

Second  brASS. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  :  '  Sisters  Margaret  Caird,'  Agnes 
Coomby,  Alexina' Donald,  and  Lizzie  Fletcher;  Staff 
Nurses  Hilda  Franklin  and  Maud  Plant.  Civil  Nursing 
Service  :  Matron  Antoinette  Saunders.  British  Red 
Cross  Society  :  Matron  Edith  Johncock  and  Sister 
Ethel  Rowling.  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  : 
Matrons  Rosa  Phillips  and  Maud  Ruffle.  V.A.D.  : 
Matron  Minnie  Joiner  and  Nurses  Annie  Kydd  and 
Ethel  Warrington.  Can.  A.N.S.  :  Sister  Silla  Carr- 
Harris. 

The  King  held  an  Investiture  at  Buckingham 
Palace  on  May  29th,  and  conferred,  amongst 
others,  the  following  decorations  : — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Second  Class. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service.— -Sistev  Florence  McClelland. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve. — Assist.  Matron  Elizabeth  Pettigrew, 
Sisters  Lucy  Calvert,  Jemima  Grant,  Agnes  O'Brien^ 
Elizabeth  Simson,  and  May  Wilson,  and  StafiE  Nurse 
Winifred  Jones. 

Civil  Nursing  Service  .—Sister  Elizabeth  Ramage. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment.- — Lady  McMillan  and 
Miss  Margaret  Vaggis. 

Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. — Sisters  Elizabeth 
Best  and  Dolores  Massy. 

Subsequent  to  t^ip  Investiture  at  Buckingham 
Palace  on  May  29th,  Queen  Alexandra  received 
at  Marlborough  House  the  members  of  the 
Military  Nursing  Service  who  have  been  awarded 
the  Royal  Red  Cross 

MEDALS  FOR  BRAVERY  DURING  AIR  RAIDS. 

Marquess  Camden,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Kent, 
recently  presented  medals  of  the  Order  of  the 
British  Empire  at  Maidstone  to  sixteen  recipients 
of  the  decoration.  The  awards  were  for  bravery 
and  devotion  to  duty  during  air  raids  or  on  occa- 
sions of  explosions  in  munition  factories.  One  of 
those  decorated  was  Miss  Spink,  Matron  of  Margate 
Cottage  Hospital. 

We  think  many  more  of  these  medals  might  be 
bestowed  upon  the  Nursing  stafEs  of  hospitals,  who, 
during  a  longseiiesof  raids;  performed  their  duties 
with  the  utmost  courage  and  devotion — many  of 
them,. we  know,  at  the  expense  of  shattered  nerves. 
It  seems  like  a  dream  that  we  lived  through  such  a 
terrific  experience. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  have  had  several  letters  this  week  asking 
us  to  oi>en  a  Bureau,  so  that  through  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  arrangements  may- 
be made  for  emigration  should  the  College  of 
Nursing  Registration  Bill  be  thrust  upon  the 
"  free  "  nurses  in  this  country — as  they  are 
determined  not  to  be  made  subject  for  life  to 
the  control  of  the  lay-governed  Training 
Schools,  which  have  not  the  shadow  of  a. right 
to  control  them. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  help  later  on,  should 
such  injustice  disgrace  the  legislation  of  this 
country — but  we  have  no  fear  of  it.  If  the 
nurses  show  spirit  enough  they  will  defeat  this 
huge  job. 


A  scheme  for  a  56-hour  w^orking  week  for 
nurses  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Management  at  the  South  London  Hospital  for 
Women.  When  the  nursing  staff  is  at  full 
strength,  every  member  will  have  one  whole 
day  off  duty  in  seven.  Night  nurses  will  be  given 
four  nights  off  duty  a  month,  and  one  and  a 
half  hour's  rest  away  from  the  wards  during 
the  night.  The  salaries  of  the  nursing  staff 
have  been  raised  during  the  past  year. 


Miss  Flower,  R.R.C.,  who  was  Sister  at 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  joined  up  on 
August  8th,  1914,  as  a  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  and 
sailed  with  the  first  contingent  to  France,  has 
deserved  well  of  her  country.  She  has  served 
in  hospitals  of  many  kinds,  ambulance  trains, 
and  canal  boats,  but  mostly  in  charge  of 
casualty  clearing  stations  at  the  very  front — a 
kind  of  service  which  no  woman  was  allowed 
to  take  prior  to  this  war.  Bombardments  and 
bombing  raids  by  day  and  night  have  been  her 
frequent  experiences,  with  many  ghastly 
casualties  and  hairbreadth  escapes.  Miss 
Flower  came  through  without  personal  injury, 
although  her  tent  and  clothing  have  been 
riddled.  Her  term  of  service  has  been  four 
years  and  nine  months,  during  which  she  has 
had  eight  weeks'  leave.  Since  the  Armistice 
she  has  been  Matron  in  charge  of  a  large  hos- 
pital at  Wimereux. 


We  hear  of  a  thousand  nurses  out  of  work 
now  they  have  been  demobilised,  but  appa- 
rently institutions  are  experiencing  great  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  them.  The  nurses  wish  to 
maintain  in  civil  life  a  higher  standard  of 
remuneration  and  shorter  hours  of  work. 
Many    want    an    eight-hour   day    and    a    half- 


holiday  a  week.  They  are  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  continue  to  enjoy  '*  a  little  life,"  as 
they  have  done  during  the  war. 

We  fear  that  unless  trained  nurses  unite  on 
a  free  basis,  and  cease  to  be  content  to  be 
"done  for"  and  often  "done  brown,"  better 
conditions  will  not  come  their  way.  They  must 
do  as  others  have  done  who  have  risen  out  of 
the  pit — work  out  their  own  salvation. 


The  Nurses'  Demobilisation  and  Resettle- 
ment Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
wish  it  known  that  there  are  some  hundreds 
of  nurses  back  from  active  service  who  require 
work,  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  that  it  is 
a  public  duty  to  give  employment  to  these  de- 
voted women,  who  have  deserved  so  well  of 
their  country.  Those  requiring  nurses  in 
England  and  Wales  can  apply  to  i6,  Curzon 
Street,  Mayfair,  W.  i  ;  and  those  in  Scotland 
to  112,  George  Street,  Edinburgh.  We  hear 
of  great  shortage  of  nurses  in  various  branches 
of  work,  but  those  requiring  it  are  not  always 
suitable,  and  others  prefer  to  wait  to  get  what 
thev  want. 


We  are  asked  to  state  that  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Royal  South  Hants  Nurses'  League  will  be 
obliged  if  all  members  of  the  League  will  send 
her  their  present  addresses  and  subscriptions, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  pf  the  Nurses' 
League,  Royal  South  Hants  Hospital,  South- 
ampton. 


The  Lancet,  referring  to  the  "  ragging 
case  "  at  the  Bermondsey  Infirmary,  says  : 
"  The  case  will  no  doubt  receive  further  atten- 
tion from  the  Bermondsey  Guardians.  The 
charge  made  by  the  defendants  against  the 
complainant  was  a  serious  one,  much  more 
serious  than  their  method  of  either  (i)  re- 
venging themselves  for  injustice  done  them, 
or  (2)  taking  steps  to  deter  the  complainant 
from  carrying  out  her  duty.  The  actual 
ducking,  followed  by  the  carrying  of  the  matter 
into  a  police-court,  gives  an  impression  of 
young  women  aping  the  manners  and  practices 
of  young  men,  and  forgetting  that  the  victim 
of  their  exuberance  may  not  adopt  a  masculine 
point  of  view  so  readily  as  themselves.  *  Ra^:- 
ging,'  moreover,  is  no  longer  held  to  play  an 
important  and  useful  part  in  forming  the  man- 
ners of  our  public  schools,  universities,  and 
military  and  naval  services,  while  the  organised 
assault  of  one  person  by  many  is  always  an  act 
of  cowardice.  We  hope  that  the  Bermondsey 
guardians  will  take  a  serious  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  '  raggers. '  " 
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At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Norwich  Dis- 
trict Nursing-  Association,  held  in  the  Guild- 
hall, a  year  of  progress,  both  in  work  and 
funds,  was  reported.  The  headquarters  of  the 
Association  are  at  the  Cavell  Home  for  District 
Nurses,  an  institution  which  recent  events  in 
Norwich  have  thrown  into  great  prominence. 
The  Lord  Mayor,  who,  as  President,  was  in 
the  chair,  said  he  could  not  recall  any  occasion 
in  the  whole  of  his  career  that  caused  him  to 
feel  more  proud  of  the  City  of  Norwich  than  he 
felt  last  Thursday  week,  when  the  remains  of 
a  woman  whom  all  the  world  held  in  honour — 
all,  that  was  to  say,  whose  good  opinion  was 
worth  having — ca,me  home  to  their  final  resting 
place.  He  happened  to  see  in  the  local  paper 
last  week  a  suggestion  which  commended  itself 
very  much  to  his  judgment,  namely,  that  the 
monument  which,  by  the  exertions  of  the  late 
Lord  Mayor,  had  been  raised  to  Edith  Cavell 's 
memory  in  Tombland,  should  be  removed  from 
its  present  position  and  re-erected  over  the 
grave  in  the  Cathedral  Clo^e.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  that  would  be  a  most  fitting  place  for 
it ;  and,  moreover,  it  would  there  be  in  a  quieter 
and  more  sequestered  spot,  and,  therefore, 
would  be  safer  from  risk  of  damage  and  de- 
struction. He  commended  his  idea  to  those 
who  had  to  do  with  such  matters.  Coming  to 
the  balance  sheet,  the  Lord  Mayor  said  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  as  a  business  man,  that  the 
position  was,  in  the  circumstances,  a  very  satis- 
factory one.  The  debit  balance  of  £1/^0  which 
appeared  in  the  balance  sheet  of  last  year  was 
now  reduced  to  such  small  dimensions  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  wiping  it  out. 
A  difficult  enterprise  having  been  turned  into 
an  abundant  success,  the  Association  would 
probably  go  on  from  strength  to  strength  till  its 
ultimate  position  was  one  of  the  greatest 
possible  credit  to  the  city  of  Norwich. 

The  suggestion  from  headquarters  in  Lon- 
don that  no  nurse  ought  to  be  earning  a  less 
stipend  than  £^0  a  year  was  welcomed  by 
Canon  Bell,  but  he  said  there  could  be  no  in- 
creased stipends  without  increased  funds,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  be  forthcoming  when  the 
work  'of  the  excellent  institutions  had  become 
more  widely  known.  Norwich  is  a  rich  and 
nourishing  city  ;  let  us  hope  the  increased  funds 
will  soon  be  available  from  the  communitv. 


pital,  gives  the  following  "  Receipt  for  Making 
a  Good  Nurse  "  : — 

"  Mix  together  equal  parts  of  pluck,  good 
health  and  well-balanced  sympathy ;  stiffen 
with  energy  and  soften  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindness.  Use  a  first-class  training  school  as 
mixer.  Add  the  sweetness  of  a  smile,  a  little 
ginger  and  generous  amounts  of  tact,  humour, 
and  unselfishness,  with  plenty  of  patience.. 
Pour  into  the  mould  of  womanhood,  time  with 
enthusiasm,  finish  with  a  cap,  and  garnish 
with  ambition. 

The  sauce  of  experience  is  always  an  im- 
provement to  this  recipe,  which,  if  followed 
closely,  should  be  very  successful  and  ex- 
ceedingly popular." 


Mr.  Peter  Diedrich  Stange,  of  Prince's  Gate, 
S.W.,  has  left  an  annuity  of  ;^8o  to  Miss  Jessie 
C.  Barker,  a  member  of  the  Nurses'  Corpora- 
tion. 


The  Alumnae  Record,   Buffalo  General  Hos- 


\Ve  are  glad  to  note  that  the  American  Red' 
Cross  is  encouraging  trained  nurses  to  qualify 
for  public  health  work.  The  Department  of 
Nursing  has  done  wonders  in  keeping  up  the 
standard  of  professional  nursing  in  connection 
with  this  national  service,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, elsewhere  has  done  so  much  to  depre- 
ciate skilled  nursing,  and  to  substitute  for  It 
amateur  effort  and  superficial  nursing.  The 
Modern  Hospital,   U.S.A.,  announces  : — 

"  The  war  and  the  recent  influenza  epidemic 
have  called  attention  to  the  vital  need  through- 
out the  country  for  public  health  nurses.  In 
the  hope  of  inducing  many  of  the  twenty  thou- 
sand nurses  soon  to  be  released  from  the 
army  and  navy  corps,  to  take  either  the  eight 
months'  or  four  months'  training  in  public 
health  nursing,  so  that  future  demands  for 
such  personnel  may  be  met  as  far  as 
possible,  the  American  Red  Cross  has  appro- 
priated $100,000  to  be  used  as  a^  public 
scholarship  fund.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  only  about  spc  thousand  public  health 
nurses  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  of  the  graduate  nurses  who  will  be 
released  from  military  service  may  be  en- 
couraged to  enter  this  field  of  work. 

The  Red  Cross  public  health  scholarship 
fund  will  be  administered  by  the  Department  of 
Nursing.  The  maximum  scholarship  for  the 
eight  months'  course  is  $600  and  the  four 
months'  course  $300.  These  scholarships  will 
be  granted  on  the  recommendation  of  Red 
Cross  Division  Directors  of  Public  Health 
Nursing,  and  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Department  of  Nursing  at  national  head- 
quarters. Additional  recomendations  will  be 
made  by  a  joint  committee  representing  the 
three  national  nursing  organizations  through 
their  representatives  at  the  Red  Cross  Bureau' 
of  Information  in  New  York  City." 
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THE   PRESENT  POSITION  OF  NURSING 
LEGISLATION. 


In  accordance  with  our  custom  we  are  pub- 
lishing as  full  a  report  as  possible  of  the 
debate  which  took  place  on  May  27th  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  moti,on  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Bill, 
so  that  our  readers  will  have  those  proceedings 
on  record  for  future  reference.  We  gladly  take 
this  opportunity  to  tender  to  Lord  Ampthill, 
the  Earl  of  Mayo,  the  Marquess  of  Dufferin, 
and  Earl  Russell  the  most  grateful  thanks  of 
independent  trained  nurses  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  for  their  strong  and  statesmanlike 
speeches  against  the  Bill,  and  for  the  earnest 
sympathy  which  they  displayed  for  the  welfare 
of  nurses. 

The    present    position    is    very    curious.      A 
Bill  for    the    Registration    of    Nurses,     which 
the  House  of  Lords  debated  at  length  in  1908, 
and    passed    without    one    division,     is    now, 
in    substantially    the    same    form,   before    the 
House  of  Commons  ;  has  been  read  a  second 
time   by    that    House ;    has   passed    through   a 
Standing     Committee,     with     various     amend- 
ments  moved   by   the   Government ;    and    now 
only  awaits  its  Report  Stage  and  Third  Read- 
ing  before    it   goes    to   the    House   of^  Lords. 
Another  Bill,  also  ostensibly  for  the  Registra- 
tion  of   Nurses,    promoted   by   the   College   of 
Nursing — a  body  which  only  came  into  exist- 
ence three  years  ago,  and  most  of  the  Directors 
of    which    have    for    many    years    strenuously 
opposed  the  Registration  movement — was  not 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons,  as  it 
should  have  been,  and  where  it  could  have  been 
discussed    with   the   first-named    Bill,    but   has 
been    introduced    into    the    House    of    Lords. 
Despite  the  fact  their  Lor<3ships'  original  Bill 
will  soon  be  before  them,  they  have  given  the 
entirely  new  measure  a   Second   Reading.      It 
must  now  face  criticism  and  discussion  of  its 
details  in  Committee  of  that  House.    The  great 
outstanding  fact  which  nurses  must  realise  is 
that    every    speaker    in    the    House   of    Lords, 
whether  for  or  against  this  Bill,  with  the  soli- 
tary  exception  of   Lord    Knutsford,    expressed 
himself  as  warmly  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
Registration  of  Nurses,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  most  of  the  noble  lords  who  voted  in  its 
favour  believed  that  the  Bill  before  them  was 
designed  for  that  object ;  while  those  who  voted 
against  the  Bill  had  studied  it  and  clearly  per- 
ceived its  real  design.    The  one,  but  very  great, 
advantage  of  the  discussion   in   the   House  of 
Lords  is  therefore  that  it  strongly  emphasized 
and    corroborated    the    views    expressed    two 


months  ago  in  the  House  of  Commons— that  all 
political  parties  are  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses,  and  determined 
to  pass  it  into  law  as  soon  as  possible.  And  so 
the  arduous  work  of  this  Journal  for  many 
years  has,  in  promoting  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses,  nearly  reached  its  end,  and  its  full 
fruition  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  at  last 
definitely  within  sight. 


NURSES'  REGISTRATION   IN  THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


VISCOUNT  GOSCHEN   MOVES  THE  SECOND 

READING    OF   THE    COLLEGE    OF    NURSING 

REGISTRATION    BILL,  MAY    27TH. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
having  been  read,  Viscount  Goschen  moved  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  College  Bill.  The  following 
are  the  salient  points  of  his  speech  : — 

"  My  Lords,  in  moving  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  for  the  registration  and  training  of  nurses, 
I  do  not  think  I  need  say  much  with  regard  to  the 
general  principle  of  registration,  because  that  was 
accepted  by  your  I-ordships  in  this  House  on  the 
passing  of  the  Registration  Bill  brought  forward 
by  I^rd  Ampthill,  and  passed  without  a  division. 
There  is  also  a  Bill  before  another  place  which  has 
passed  its  Second  Reading  and  has  gone  to  a 
Standing  Committee. 

"Among  the  great  schemes  of  reconstruction 
at  the  piesent  moment  there  is  none,  I  suppose, 
more  important  than  that  dealing  with  the  health 
of  the  people,  a  Bill  tor  which  has  lately  been 
passed  by  your  Lordships'  House.  The  Parlia- 
rnentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  another  place  said  that  the  success  of  the 
new  Ministry  of  Health  set  up  under  that  Bill 
would  depend  very  largely  upon  the  instruments 
by  which  it  was  cariied  out.  One  of  the  instru- 
ments for  carrying  out  that  Bill  is  the  nursing 
profession.  I  venture  to  think  that  the  fact  that 
they  are  doing  so  much  public  work  is  another 
argument  in  favour  ot  their  registration,  but  such 
a  step,  I  think,  ought  to  be  part  of  the  big  scheme 
which  is  being  set  up  by  the  Government  at  the 
present  moment  to  deal  with  the  health  of  the 
country.  There  are  two  methods  by  which  a 
system  of  registration  can  be  set  up.  Firstly, 
there  is  the  n^ethod  by  which  sanction  for  regis- 
tration can  be  asked  for  and  an  assurance  given 
that  when  once  registration  is  promoted  the  work 
will  be  carried  on.  There  is  a  second  method, 
which  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  consider  the  problem 
of  registration,  to  have  some  experience  of  the 
difficulties,  to  carry  on  some  experimental  work 
with  regard  to  registration,  and  then  to  obtain 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  for  a  Registration  Bill. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  second  of  those 
methods  thatthis  Bill  is  introduced.  ^^ 

"  The  College  of   Nursing,   which  is  promoting 
this  Bill,  has  already  compiled  a  Register  of  some 
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14,000  fully-trained  nurses,  and  it  has  during  its 
three  years  of  existence,  had  some  experience  of 
the  setting  up  of  a  Provisional  Council,  and  also  of 
a  Council  which  is  at  the  present  moment  being 
elected  by  the  nurses  themselves.  Therefore  it 
has  to-day  some  experience  of  the  problem  inci- 
dental to  registration. 

"Besides  registration,  the  College  of  Nursing 
has  other  objects  in  view,  such  as  to  make  pro- 
vision for  scholarships,  for  studentships  and  for 
a  professional  journal,  the  aim.  of  all  this  being  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  nurses  and  to  see 
that  that  efficiency  is  maintained  after  they  are 
registered,  and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
keeping  up  a  knowledge  of  their^work. 

"  An  endeavour  has  been  made  in  this  Bill  to 
secure  two  objects  :  one  is  elasticity,  and  the  other 
democratic  representation.  The  first  object  is 
secured  under  Clause  4  and  Clause  5,  subsection 
(2).  The  object  of  Clause  4  is  that  if  it  is  desired 
to  institute  Supplementary  Registers  of  Nurses — 
that  is  to  say,  registers  of  nurses  who  are  nursing" 
in  a  children's  hospital,  or  in  a  fever  hospital,  or 
a  municipal  hospital^ — that  can  be  done  by  the 
sanction  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  introduce  an  amending  Act. 

"  The  second  object  of  the  Bill  is  democratic 
representation,  and  this,  I  think,  is  secured  by 
Clause  5,  subsection  (i),  paragraph  (a),  which  lays 
down  that  two-thirds  of  the  Council  shall  be 
elected  by  the  nurses  on  the  General  Register. 
My  postbag  during  the  last  two  days  has  rather 
suggested  to  me  that  by  some  occult  means  I  am 
attempting  under  this  Bill  to  disfranchiise  the 
nurses.  I  cannot  possibly  see  how  this  is  being 
done,  for  under  this  clause  the  nurses  are  free  to 
vote  for  anyone — for  a  man  or  a  woman,  for  a 
doctor,  for  a  matron,  for  a'' nurse,  or  for  anybody 
interested  in  hospital  work." 

After  going  into  the  technical  details  of  the 
Bill,  Lord  Goschen  concluded  :— - 

"  There  is  a  Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses 
introduced  in  another  place.  I  should  like  to 
assure  your  Lordships  that  neither  I  nor  any  of 
those  associated  with  me  have  introduced  this 
Bill  in  any  spirit  of  aggression.  The  subject  is 
much  too  important  to  the  country  and  to  the 
nurses,  and  it  has  been  much  too  long  delayed 
that  any  undue  rivalry  of  parties  who  are  in- 
terested in  it  and  who  are,  after  all,  aiming  at 
the  same  goal,  although  by  somewhat  different 
roads,  should  in  any  way  impede  or  check  its 
progress.  What  I  hope  is  that  your  Lordships 
will  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this  Bill  to-day, 
and' that  an  opportunity  may  be  found  for  refer- 
ring both  Bills  to  a  joint  consideration,  either 
to  a  Select  Committee  or  by  some  other  means, 
in  order  that  from  such  joint  consideration  there 
ma.y  emerge  an  agreed  Bill  which  will  set  up  an 
efficient  system  of  Registration  that  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  public  and  to  the  Nurses 
themselves.     I  beg  to  move." 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. — [Viscount  Goschen): 


LORD    AMPTHILL    MOVES    THE    REJECTION 
OF    THE     BILL. 

Lord  Ampthill  who  had  given  notice,  that 
on  the  motion  for  the  Second  Reading,  he 
would  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months,  said  in  so  doing  :  "  My 
Lords,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  that  in 
moving  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  I  should  find 
myself  in  opposition  to  the  objects  and  wishes 
of  many  good  friends  of  mine,  and  in  conflict 
with  their  opinions.  It  is  only  a  strong  sense  of 
duty  which  obliges  me  to  take  up  this  position. 
It  was  twelve  years  ago  that  I  took  up  this  ques- 
tion of  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  because  I 
had  satisfied  myself  that  such  a  measure  was 
necessary  as  a  protection  to  the  public,  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  women  generally  and  to  Nurses 
in  particular,  and  one  which  was  required  for 
the  advancement  of  a  noble  profession.  I  can- 
not abandon  those  whose  cause  I  have  espoused  ; 
and,  having  once  put  my  hand  to  the  plough,.  I 
am  naturally  going  to  resist  the  endeavours  of 
those  who  wish  to  turn  that  plough  aside  from 
the  straight  furrow  which  it  has  been  pursuing 
for  the  past  twelve  years.  That  is  why  I  have 
had  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  friends  who  say 
'  leave  it  alone,'  and  who  warn  me  that  I  am 
running  some  risk  of  incurring  displeasure  among 
my  friends — but  I  trust  not  any  animosity. 

"  My  noble  friend  has  spared  me  the  necessity 
of  reminding  your  Lordships  of  the  need  for  State 
Registration  of  Nurses.  He  has  spoken  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  that  principle,  and  some 
of  your  Lordships  who  have  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider the  matter  may  wonder  why  I,  who  have 
been  for  so  long  an  advocate  of  State  Registration, 
should  be  opposing  this  Bill,  which  calls  itself 
'  a  Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses.'  It  is 
just  because  this  Bill  is  not  a  Registration  Bill 
proper  that  I  am  opposing  it. 

"  The  primary  object  of  this  Bill  is  not  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses.  If  your  Lordships 
will  look  at  it  you  will  see  that  the  object  which 
is  set  out  in  the  very  forefront  of  the  Bill,  and 
which  runs  through  every  one  of  its  clauses,  is 
to  secure  the  incorporation  of  a  private  company 
known  as  The  College  of  Nursing,  Limited,  and, 
of  course,  to  secure  for  that  company  financial 
support  under  the  cBgis  of  State  authority.  I 
hold  that  this  is  not  the  right  thing  to  do,  and, 
even  if  it  were,  this  is  not  the  right  way  to  do  it. 
If  you  wish  to  give  these  privileges  to  this  com- 
pany, if  you  wish  to  give  them  what  is  in  efi'ect 
a  monopoly  in  the  organisation  and  the  union 
of  all  trained  Nurses  so  that  they  may  control 
them  for  their  own  purposes,  let  that  be  clearly 
declared  on  any  Bill  which  you  accept ;  let  it 
appear  in  the  title  of  the  Bill  and  in  the  objects 
and  reasons  which  are  given  to  the  public  at 
large. 

"  Many  of  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  were  a 
short  time  ago  most  determined  opponents  of 
State  Registration  of  Nurses.  If  you  doubt  my 
word  on  that  point,  ask  my  noble  friend.  Lord 
Knutslord.  I  heard  that  he  has  been  going  about 
saying   to   the   advocates   of   State   Registration, 
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'  You  would  never  have  got  your  Bill  unless 
someone  had  bribed  away  my  matrons.'  What 
does  he  mean  by  that  ?  He  means  that  those 
people  who  were  formerly  against  Registration 
and  who  are  now  professing  to  be  in  favour  of  it 
must  have  been  offered  some  consideration  ;  that 
there  is  some  ulterior  motive  which  has  appealed 
to  them  ;  that  they  are  not  advocating  Registra- 
tion now  simply  and  solely  for  the  sake  of  Regis- 
tration. But  if  the  promoters  of  this  College  Bill 
had,  as  their  only  object,  the  Registration  of 
Nurses,  surely  they  would  have  contented  them- 
selves with  taking  the  Bill  which  is  now  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  was  before  your 
Lordships'  House  eleven  years  ago,  which  passed 
through  this  House  without  a  division,  which 
later  was  accepted  in  principle  by  the  House  of 
Commons — which,  in  short,  is  the  Bill  that  holds 
the  field  and  has  been  generally  approved  in 
principle.  They  would  have  taken  that  Bill  and 
would  have  contented  themselves  with  moving 
amendments  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  later, 
if  necessary,  also  in  your  Lordships'  House. 

"  My  noble  friend,  the  mover  of  this  Bil^. 
suggests  that  if  your  Lordships  give  it  a  Second 
Reading,  it  will  be  possible  to  refer  it  to  some 
Joint  Committee,  so  that  both  Bills  may  be  con 
sidered  together.  I  may  tell  your  Lordships  that 
there  have  been  many  conferences  between  the 
supporters  of  this  Bill  and  the  supporters  of  the 
Bill  which  is  before  the  House  of  Commons. 
Concessions  have  been  made  to  the  supporters 
of  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill,  and  they  have  lost 
a  splendid  opportunity — firstly,  by  asking  too 
much  ;  and,  secondly,  by  failing,  on  many  occa- 
sions, to  stick  to  agreements  which  they  have 
made.  My  noble  friend  skated  very  skilfully  over 
thin  ice  by  drawing  an  entirely  fanciful  distinction 
between  the  two  methods  by  which  Registration 
might  be  established,  ard  he  declared  that  the 
principle  of  his  Bill  was  that  of  the  '  experimental 
method.'  You  will  see  that  this  '  experimental 
method  ' — if  you  have  had  the  time  to  study  the 
literature  which  has  been  liberally  showered 
upon  you — consists  of  methods  which  cannot  be 
regarded  as  entirely  fair.  The  College  of  Nursing 
gave  a  promise  to  nurses  which  they  had  no  right 
to  give,  because  it  was  a  promise  which  they  had 
no  power  to  fulfil.  They  said,  '  If  you  will  join 
our  College  and  pay  us  one  guinea,  you  shall  be 
registered  without  any  further  fee.'  That  is 
what  my  noble  friend  calls  making  an  experimental 
Register.  In  the  first  place,  I  may  say  that  there 
is  no  need  whatever  to  make  an  experimental 
Register.  Once  you  grant  State  Registration, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  whatever  about  carrying 
it  out,  nor  will  there  be  any  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  any  trained  nurse  to  get  her  name  registered. 
Experiment,  therefore,  is  entirely  unnecessary 
and  beside  the  point. 

"  The  supporters  of  the  College  of  Nursing  Bill 
have  been  exceedingly  busy.  I  understand  that 
they  have  been  advocating  their  Bill  not  only 
inside  this  House  but  outside,  and  that  their 
method    has    been    one    of,  confident    assertion. 


I  know  as  a  fact  that  some  members  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  who  admit  that  they,  have  not 
read  either  Bill,  have  gone  away  in  consequence 
of  this  '  lobbying  '  with  the  notion  that  I^ord 
Goschen's  Bill  is  the  better.  Others,  again,  with 
equally  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject,  have 
been  seized  with  the  notion  that  this  is  a  demo- 
cratic Bill,  whereas  the  Bill  before  the  House  of 
Commons  is  not  democratic.  Both  of  those  claims 
are  utterly  unfounded,  as  I  shall  presently  proceed 
to  show  your  Lordships.  But  to  me  this  is  yet 
another  sti  iking  illustration  of  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  best  waj's  of  getting  on  in  the  political  world 
is  by  sheer  effrontery.  I  have  had  no  time  for 
doing  any  of  this  '  lobbying,'  and  I  have  neither 
the  talent  nor  the  inclination  for  that  kind  of  work. 
I  have  come  here  relying  entirely  on  the  strength 
of  m}?^  case,  and  I  rely  upon  it  even  though  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  put  it  before  you  as  strongly 
as  it  ought  to  be  put. 

"  I  am  going  to  try  to  justify  my  motion  for  the 
rejection  of  this  Bill,  first  of  all  on  grounds  of 
expediency  ;  secondly,  on  grounds  of  principle  ; 
and  thirdly,  because  the  Bill  itself  is  a  thoroughly 
bad  Bill."  (Hear,  hear,  from  noble  lords,  and  a 
sudden  outburst  of  applause  from  the  public 
gallery.) 

The  Grounds  of  Expediency. 

"  In  the  matter  of  expediency,  the  original  Bill 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  the  Bill  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  piloting  through  this  House 
eleven  years  ago  which  your  Lordships  accepted 
without  a  division,  and  which,  several  years  later, 
was  approved  in  principle  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— has  now  made  good  progress  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  passed  Second  Reading  with 
general  approval  of  Members  of  all  parties,  and  it 
has  been  through  the  Standing  Committee.  Why 
complicate  the  issue  by  introducing  a  totally 
different  scheme  at  this  stage  ?  Why  go  out  of 
your  way  to  be  at  cross-purposes  with  the  other 
House,  especially  at  a  time  like  this,  when  it  is 
all  essential  that  both  Houses  should  be  in  agree- 
ment and  when  there  is  such  an  enormous  number 
of  important  political  measures  which  you  have  to 
discuss  and  bring  into  law  ? 

"  Why  delay  registration  ?  With  the  exception 
of  my  noble  friend  on  the  right.  Lord  Knutsford, 
everybody  is  agreed  that  we  have  to  have  regis- 
tration. Why  delay  when  it  is  not  necessary  to 
do  so  ?  The  only  effect  of  giving  a  Second 
Reading  of  tfiis  Bill  is  that  there  will  be  an  indefi- 
nite amount  of  delay.  You  are  not  going  to  get 
the  House  of  Commons  to  agree  to  this  Bill.  They 
have  already  approved  of  the  other,  and  you  cannot 
reconcile  these  two  Bills  because  they  are  totally 
and  fundamentally  different  in  principle.  It 
may  possibly  be  a  better  plan  to  give  this  power 
to  the  College  of  Nursing,  but  the  other  plan  holds 
the  field.  Your  Lordships  are  committed  to  it. 
You  have  accepted  it  in  principle.  The  other 
House  of  Parliament  is  committed  to  it.  Therefore, 
it  is  shortsighted,  a  waste  of  time,  and  utterly  futile 
to  go  back  and  start  afresh  on  a  new  scheme  in 
regard  to  which  it  would  certainly  take  years  to 
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secure  the  agreement  of  all  parties  concerned. 
Another  reason  of  expediency  is  that,  if  your 
Lordships  accept  this  Bill  or  if  you  delay  registra- 
tion, yon  will  force  nurses  into  trade  unions.  It 
is  what  is  already  happening.  Yon  have  seen  it  in 
the  case  of  the  Asylum  Workers'  Association,  and 
if  you  force  nurses  to  form  trade  unions  in  order  to 
secure  that  which  they  regard,  and  rightly  regard, 
as  a  measure  of  justice  and  a  right  to  them,  you 
will  simply  throw  them  into  the  arms  of  the 
Labour  Party.  Is  that  a  desirable  thing  to  do  at 
the  present  time  ? 

On  the'^Grounds  of  Principle. 

"  Now  let  me  turn  to  that  which  is  far  more 
important,  and  that  is  the  matter  of  principle. 
But  let  me  premise  that  registration  is,  in  its 
essence,  a  very  simple  matter,  and  on  that  ground, 
and  on  that  ground  alone,  it  is  a  very  grave  mistake 
to  complicate  it  with  a  totally  ditferent  issue. 
The  College  of  Nursing,  which  is  promoting  the 
Bill  that  is  now  before  your  Lordships,  cares  only 
about  incorporation.  That  is  the  one  main, 
primary  object  of  their  Bill.  They  want  to  get 
rid  of  the  word  "  Limited  "  after  their  title.  For 
some  reason  or  another  it  is  extremely  irksome  to 
them.  They  can  do  that  without  your  assistance. 
They  can  do  it  through  the  Board  01  Trade  under 
the  Companies  Act,  1867.  They  do  not  want  an 
Act  of  Parliament  for  it,  and  there  is  no  need 
whatever  for  them  to  take  up  the  time  of  your 
Lordships  about  it. 

"  It  is  just  as  well  to  be  guided  by  precedent 
when  you  undertake  legislation  ot  this  kind,  and 
tor  the  registration  of  nurses  we  have  well-defined 
precedents  in  the  Medical  Acts  and  the  Midwives 
Act.  It  is  desirable  to  follow  these  precedents  in 
order  that  the  legi.slation  on  State  registration  may 
be  harmonised  with  the  other  great  measure 
which  is  before  Parliament — namely,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Bill.  The  normal  functions  of  a  statu- 
tory governing  body  are  education,  registration, 
and  discipline ;  and,  as  my  noble  friend  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  has  said — 
he  made  it  rather  a  boast,  though  I  cannot  think 
why — the  College  of  Nursing  does  not  confine 
itself  to  these  three  ordinary  and  accepted  func- 
tions. It  goes  far  outside  of  them  into  all  kinds 
of  philanthropic  enterprises.  Again,  I  ask,  why 
should  you  tack  philanthropic  enterprises  on  to  a 
perfectly  simple  and  necessary  measure  for  the 
registration  of  trained  nurses  ?  This  College  of 
Nursing  aims  at  all  kinds  of  things  like  homes, 
clubs,  and  provincial  centres.  I  say  it  is  most 
unwise  to  tack  such  enterprises,  which,  after  all, 
are  private  enterprises,  on  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 

"  Now,  let  me  remind  your  Lordships  what  the 
precedents  are.  You  have,  first  of  all,  the  great 
body  of  Medical  Acts,  and  the  medical  profession 
has  its  statutory  governing  body,  the  General 
Medical  Council.  Then  you  have  the  Midwives 
Act,  and  because  midwives  are  already  registered, 
they  have  their  body  similar  to  that  which  the 
advocates  of  State  Registration  wish  to  set  up 
under  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Those  two 
bodies  define  the  standards  of  education ;     they 


do  not  educate.  Their  function  is  to  supervise 
and  inspect,  and  it  is  obviously  wrong  and  incon- 
venient that  those  who  supervise  and  inspect 
should  actually  be  the  teachers.  This  is  one  of 
the  fundamental  dift'erences  of  principle  between 
us.  The  College  of  Nursing  wish  to  educate  and 
have  control  of  the  education,  whereas  our  principle 
is  to  stick  to  the  established  precedent  ot  the 
Medical  Acts  and  the  Midwives  Act,  and  confine 
the  functions  of  the  statutory  governing  body  to 
education,  registration,  and  discipline. 

"  I  am  not  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government 
and  have  no  notion  as  to  what  line  they  will  take 
about  this  Bill,  but  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge, 
I  believe,  if  your  Lordships  accept  the  Bill  which  is 
now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  you  will  find 
you  are  passing  into  law  a  measure  which  will 
harmonise  and  conform  to  the  general  scheme  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Bill,  and  you  will  be  doing 
th^t  which  will  be  convenient  to  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  that  great 
and  important  measure  which  he  is  now  bringing 
through  Parliament. 

"  The  next  question  of  principle  is  the  claim 
put  forward  by  the  advocates  of  this  Bill,  that  it  is 
more  democratic  than  ours.  I  am  sure  your 
Lordships  will  not  be  misled  by  a  question-begging 
use  of  this  term,  which,  of  all  political  terms,  is 
most  frequently  misused  and  abused. 

"  The  point  on  which  the  whole  controversy 
hinges  is  this.  The  College  of  Nursing  secured  a 
good  deal  of  support  for  their  Bill  by  loudly 
advertising  the  democratic  principle  which  they 
said  resided  in  a  certain  clause  embodied  in  the 
seventh  draft  of  their  Bill.  The  Bill  before  your 
Lordships  is  the  eighth  draft,  and  it  shows  how 
many  hesitations  and  doubts  they  have  had  about 
this  measure.  The  clause  in  question.  Clause  5, 
subsection  (i)  (a),  was  as  follows — 

'  Of  the  persons  elected  by  nurses  on  the  General 
Register  to  represent  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  respectively,  five-sixths  shall  be  nurses  on 
the  General  Register.' 

You  will  hardly  believe  it,  but  that  clause,  on 
which  they  base  their  whole  claim  of  democratic 
concession,  has  actually  been  deleted  from  the 
Bill,  and  the  Bill  now  lays  down  that  the  direct 
representatives  of  the  nurses  on  the  General 
Council  shall  not  be  "  nurses  "  but  "  persons." 
Persons  may  be  anybody.  They  may  be  women, 
or  they  may  be  men  ;  they  may  be  nurses,  or 
they  may  be  doctors.  They  may  be  the  lay 
managers  of  hospitals,  and  it,  therefore,  by  no 
means  secures  that  the  representatives  of  the 
nurses  should  be  elected  from  the  body  of  trained 
nurses.  As  it  is,  not  one  single  seat  is  absolutely 
secured  to  nurses  on  their  own  governing  body. 
The  compromise  which  was  embodied  in  that 
clause  in  the  former  draft  of  the  Bill,  on  which  a 
large  support  was  secured  and  which  has  brought 
about  this  flood  of  literature  that  has  been 
showered  upon  us,  has  been  broken,  and  all  this 
pretence  of  democratic  principle  falls  to  the 
ground." 

"The    Bill    of    the    Central  Committee,  before 
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the  House  of  Commons,  proA-ides  that  nursing 
opinion  shall  be  directly  represented  on  the 
governing  body  by  the  nurses  themselves,  and 
not  by  '  persons  ' — not  by  persons,  male  or 
female,  some  of  whom  might  be  just  those  persons 
from  whose  autocratic  tyranny  the  nurses  wish 
to  escape.  If  you  want  democratic  principle, 
do  not  give  preferential  treatment  to  any  one 
society,  either  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  limited, 
or  any  other  society,  which  you  would  do  by 
this  Bill ;  and  do  not  grant  to  any  particular 
class  of  nurses  any  abatement  or  exemption  from 
those  fees  which  are  necessary  for  conducting 
examinations  and  compiling  and  maintaining  a 
Register.  Charge  all  of  them  the  same  fee ; 
charge  them  what  is  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
out  that  work.  They  can  afford  and  are  willing 
to   pay  it. 

The  Broad  Distinction  Between  the  Two 
Bills. 

I  can  give  you  the  broad  distinction  between 
the  principle  of  these  two  Bills.  The  object  of 
the  State  Registration  Bill  now  in  the  House  of 
Commons  is  to  raise  the  vocation  of  nursing  to 
the  standard  of  a  profession — to  make  it  a  self- 
supporting  and  self-reliant  profession,  of  which 
every  one  of  its  members  will  be  proud,  and 
w.'iich  will  have  the  same  rights  and  the  same 
powers  as  other  professions,  some  of  which  can- 
not be  regarded  as  so  high  in  the  scale  as  that 
of  trained  nurses.  I  refer  to  midwives,  whose 
training  is  far  less  serious  tlian  that  of  general 
nurses.  On  the  other  hand,  you  have  the  advo- 
cates of  this  Bill,  who  wish  to  keep  nursing  as  a 
philanthropic  concern,  a  charity,  an  institution 
to  be  supported  by  flag  days,  fetes,  bazaars, 
and  by  all  those  adventitious  aids  by  which 
charities  are  supported.  Nurses  do  not  want 
that,  and  it  is  exactly  from  that  state  of  things 
that  they  wish  to  liberate  themselves. 

Trained  Nurses  want  to  be  Registered  in  order 
that  their  qualifications  may  have  due  public 
recognition,  and  they  do  not  want  to  be  com- 
pelled to  become  members  of  the  College  of  Nurs- 
ing. Under  this  Bill  the  College  of  Nursing 
says  they  are  entitled  to  become  members.  Any 
one  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  world  at  all, 
and  who  can  read  between  the  lines,  can  see 
that  '  entitled  '  in  this  case  means  that  very 
strong  pressure  will  be  put  upon  then;  to  belong 
to  the  College,  and  the  College  wil?  thus  have 
the  power  to  exact  from  them  any  fee  or  sub- 
scription that  they  decide  to  charge,  and  thus 
you  will  destroy  all  existing  societies  and  associa- 
tions of  nurses.  If  you  want  to  nationalise  all  these 
associations—  -it  is  possible  that  you  do,  as  nationa- 
Usation  is  the  craze  at  the  present  time — do  it 
in  the  right  way.  £et  up  a  Royal  Commission 
and  make  the  advocates  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Bill  the  judges  in  their  own  cause.  Give  them 
every  opportunity  of  bullying  and  browbeating 
the  supporters  of  State  Registration.  That  is 
the  right  way.  But  do  not  do  it  by  a  side  wind 
in  a  Bill  which  wrongly  purports  to  be  a  Regis- 
tration Bill. 


The  Ground  that  the  Bill  is  Thoroughly 
Bad. 

"  Just  look  at  the  Bill.  It  professes  to  be  a 
Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses,  but  it  starts 
straight  oft  with  a  clause  saying  that  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Limited,  is  to  be  entitled  to  bear  the 
title  of  "  the  College  of  Nursing,"  and  then  it 
goes  on  to  say  that  this  shall  be  administered 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council.  You  are  not 
told  what  the  General  Nursing  Council  is.  Here 
you  are  suddenly  referred  to  a  body  which  is  not 
in  existence  and  for  which  no  provision  has  been 
made. 

"  I  speak  subject  to  correction,  but  I  believe 
the  usual  course  is  first  to  state  in  a  Bill  that  there 
shall  be  such  and  such  a  body,  next  to  state  how 
it  is  to  be  constituted,  and  then  to  lay  down  its 
duties  and  functions.  This  Bill  goes  the  other 
way  about,  and  speaks  of  a  General  Nursing 
Council,  which  does  not  exist  and  for  which  you 
look  in  vain  throughout  the  Bill  in  order  to  find 
out  how  it  is  to  be  constituted  and  what  it  is  to 
be  like  v/hen  constituted.  My  noble  friend  did 
give  you  an  explanation.  It  is  not  Parliament 
who  is  to  settle  how  it  is  to  be  constituted,  but 
it  is  to  be  done  in  this  way  :  A  Provisional  Nurs- 
ing Council  is  to  prepare  the  scheme,  and  that 
scheme  is  to  be  approved  by  the  Privy  Council 
and  not  by  Parliament.  What  a  roundalx)ut 
way  of  doing  things  !  I  will  not  trouble  your 
Lordships  at  this  stage  with  the  actual  clauses  of 
the  Bill.  I  hope  that  I .  have  said  enough  to 
show  you  how  totally  different  this  Bill  is  in 
principle  from  the  Bill  which  only  purports  to  be 
for  the  Registration  of  Nurses. 

"  There  is,  however,  one  point  which  was 
made  by  my  noble  friend  to  which  I  must  refer 
before  concluding.  He  said  that  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  statement  that  his  Bill  would 
result  in  the  disfranchisement  of  Nurses.  I  should 
like  to  explain  that  to  him.  This  Bill  provides 
that  as  soon  as  30,000  Nurses  are  registered, 
the  rules  are  to  be  made  and  the  council  is  to  be 
formed.  Do  your  Lordships  not  see  what  will 
happen  ?  There  are  between  70,000  and  80,000 
trained  Nurses  in  this  country.  The  College  of 
Nursing  have  i  |,ooo  alread3^  Within  a  few  weeks 
they  can  get  another  16,000  and  make  up  the 
30,000  ;  and  then,  having  got  the  electorate 
entirely  under  their  control,  they  will  be  able 
to  settle  everything.  The  other  40,000  or  50,000 
Nurses  will  not  have  a  say ;  the  mere  exigencies  of 
time  and  distance  would  prevent  them.  These 
other  Nurses,  scattered  far  and  wide,  are  very 
busy  people,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  would 
not  hear  of  this  thing  until  long  after  the  College 
had  got  30,000  Nurses.  The  effect  would  be  that 
you  would  have  a  gerrymandered  const  it  ueiicy 
which  would  carry  out  exactly  those  things  which 
the    College   of   Nursing,    Ltd.,    wish   to    have. 

"Is  it  worth  while  to  confuse  and  complicate 
the  issue  in  this  manner  and  to  put  ourselves  at 
cross  purposes  with  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  have  already  made  good  progress  with  the 
proper    Nurses'    Registration    Bill  ?     Is    it    right 
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to  delay  the  Registration  of  Nurses  at  the  present 
time,  when  it  has  been  before  Parliament  for  so 
many  years  ?  Nurses  have  deserved  well  of  the 
State  and  have  rendered  services  during  the  past 
five  years  for  which  every  heart  in  this  country 
is  full  of  gratitude.  They  stand  higher  in  public 
estimation  as  a  class  and  a  profession  than  ever 
before.  They  are  asking  you  for  this  thing,  and 
is  it  justifiable,  for  any  reason  whatever,  to  delay 
the  grant  of  it  ?  Surely,  there  is  enough  unrest 
and  discontent  among  all  classes  of  workers, 
without  adding  to  it  gratuitously  by  passing  the 
measure  which  is  before  your  Lordships.  Nurses 
for  a  long  time  have  been  grossly  and  scandalously 
underpaid,  and  have  been  subject  to  a  great 
deal  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  Now  is  the  time 
to  remedy  that.  Here  is  a  thing  which  you  can 
remedy  at  once,  and  the  means  of*  remedying 
it  is  the   Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  The  Bill  now  before  your  Lordships  is  a  Bill 
to  aggravate  those  evils  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken  ;  simply  for  this  reason,  that  you  will  put 
Nurses  more  into  the  hands  of  the  lay  manager 
of  hospitals  than  they  are  now.  The  Bill  before 
the  House  of  Commons  holds  the  field,  and  I  beg 
your  Lordships  to  give  it  a  fair  field  and  no  favour. 
Let  it  come  as  it  is  to  this  House  ;  and  if^the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  so  desire,  let  them  introduce 
amendments,  so  that  your  Lordships  can  test  them 
in  the  regular  way.  Do  not  put  the  thing  into 
other  hands  by  handing  it  over  to  a  committee. 
It  is  a  matter  which  you  should  settle  in  the  whole 
House  and  not  relegate  to  any  committee.  It  is 
a  thing|Which  your  Lordships  should  be  proud  to 
settle  in  the  whole  House;  and  in  legislation  of 
this  kind,  it  is  wise  and  safe  to  adhere  to  established 
precedents,  and  make  your  laws  uniform  "and  in 
conformity  with  Acts  of  a  kindred  nature.  You 
have  those  Acts  in  the  Medical  Acts  and  the 
Midwives  Act.  I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to 
convince  your  Lordships  that  the  right  and  fair 
course  is  to  refuse  a  Second  Reading  to  this  Bill." 

Amendment  moved — 

Leave  out  ("  now  ")  and  insert  at  the  end  of, "the 
motion  {"  this  day  six  months  "). — Lord  Ampthill. 

We  shall  publish  a  report  of  the  Debate  on  the 
Bill  next  week. 


NO   DEMONSTRATION    PERMISSIBLE. 

When  Lord  Ampthill — in  moving  the  rejection 
of  Lord  Goschen's  Nurses  Registration  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  May  27th — characterised 
it  as  "a  thoroughly  bad  Bill,"  the  House  was 
electrified  by  the  sudden  outburst  of  applause 
that  occurred  in  the  Public  Gallery  with  dramatic 
spontaneity.  The  nurses  who  had  committed 
this  breach  of  etiquette  were  subsequently 
reminded  that  applause  from  those  enjoying  the 
privilege  and  courtesy  of  seats  is  out  of  order, 
and  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  this  respect  should  be  observed.  Many 
nurses,  no  doubt,  listened  to  z  debate  in  the  Upper 
House  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  and  their 
feelings,  as  they  listened,  got  the  better  of  them.  The 
verdict   is    "  '  Not   guilty,'  but  don't  do  it  again.'' 


TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

NURSES*  REGISTRATION  IN  THE  LORDS. 

Little  Peeress,  who  knows  something  about 
it,  to  host:  "  Sorry  to  see  you  voted  on  the 
wrong  side  yesterday  on  the  Nurses'  Registra- 
tion question." 

Host:  "  My  dear  lady,  like  the  majority  of 
my  peers,  I  am  supremely  ignorant  on  the 
subject.  Surely  Goschen,  Knutsford,  Den- 
bigh, and  Sandhurst,  all  of  whom  are  Chairmen 
of  large  hospitals,  know  what  they  are  talking 
about!" 

Little  Peeress:  "  No  doubt  they  do  from  the 
hospital  governors'  point  of  view,  but  they  have 
no  right  to  speak  from  the  workers'  standpoint, 
and  they  have  all  opposed,  or  done  nothing 
for.  State  Registration,  or,  as  they  call  it, 
State  '  interference,'  until  the  nurses  have 
converted  all  unprejudiced  people." 

Hostess:  "Well,  I  advised  Aloysius  to 
vote  for  the  Bill  which  would  keep  the  nurses 
down,  and  the  College  Bill  will  do  that.  I  can 
speak  from  experience  :  during  the  whole  time 
I  acted  as  Matron  of  my  own  hospital  during 
the  war  I  found  them  impossible  people.  They 
objected  to  my  managing  affairs  in  my  own. 
house  ;.they  objected  to  my  being  called  matron  ; 
they  objected  to  my  wearing  nurse's  uniform 
(and  God  knows  I  made  it  as  different  as  pos- 
sible) ;  they  objected  to  my  entering  the  theatre, 
doing  dressings,  visiting  the  patients  as"  'I 
chose,  and  wearing  the  R.R.C.  ;  their  whole 
attitude  was  insufferable.  Had  it  not  been  for 
that  absurd  War  Office  I  would  have  turned 
them  all  out.  We  must  draw  the  line  some- 
where, and  if  these  women  are  to  be  given 
power  by  Parliament  to  express  opinions  on 
nursing  education,  and  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  their  own  affairs"  and 
question  authority,  and  object  to  this,  that,  and 
the  other,  how  are  the  Peers  to  run  hospitals 
at  all?     It  cannot  be  done  at  the  price." 

Little  Peeress,  indignantly:  "  It  is  the  price 
I  object  to,  and  if  Peers  cannot  run  hospitals 
without  injury  to  the  health  and  conscience  of 
the  nurses,  let  them  stand  aside  and  have  the 
State  interfere.  More  interference  the  better. 
How  about  '  Guy's,'  the  nursery  of  all  this 
College  camouflage?  Of  course,  the  Matron 
refuses  to  let  the  nurses  hear  both  sides  of  the 
registration  controversy,  when  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Medical  Superintendent  are  doing 
everything  in  their  power  to  thrust  the  College 
policy  upon  the  nurses. 

How  about  the  *  London  '?  Has  not  every 
Anti-Registration  Manifesto  been  concocted 
there  for  the  past  fifteen  years?  The 
fact  that  Lord  Knutsford  has  ratted  on 
Registration,     as    presented     in     the    College 
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Bill,  is  the  most  significant  warning  of  its 
danger  to  liberty  the  nurses  can  have,  and 
if  he  has  half  a  chance  he  is  out  to  wreck 
both  Bills.  He  has  not  forgiven  those 
who  stole  a  march  on  him  by  '  bribing 
my  Matrons.'  It  is  an  open  secret  that 
Royal  Red  Crosses,  Bars,  Order  of  the 
Empire  honours,  to  say  nothing  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  Stars,  have  been  lavishly  distributed 
to  supporters  of  the  College,  whilst  equally 
deserving  people  who  refuse  ^o  belong  to  it 
have  received  no  recognition.  Hoist  with  his 
own  patronage  petard,  I  call  it.  And  how  about 
the  thousands  of  pounds  earned  annually  by  the 
nurses  for  the  London  Hospital,  for  which  they 
are  never  thanked? 

Then  there  is  '  Barts.'  There  the  Treasurer 
and  Matron  do  not  permit  the  highly  trained 
Sisters  and  Nurses  to  discuss  openly  in  their 
own  Home  politics  as  they  affect  their  own 
status.  Feudal  !  And  such  a  Home  ! — 
— crumbling  old  tenements  which  for  years 
have  been  unfit  for  human  habitation — good 
enough,  presumably,  for  the  nurse  drudge 
after  twelve  hours'  duty  !  It  is  a  wonder 
some  have  not  been  burnt  in  their  beds 
long  ago.  No,  Aloysius,  do  not  delude 
yourself  that  men  who  support  such  systems 
have  any  right  to  make  laws  for  women, 
who  suffer  personally  from  their  autocratic 
control,  ignorance,  neglect,  or  exploitation. 
You  must  not  think  that  intelligent  nurses 
will  submit  if  an  enslavement  Bill  is  passed. 
The  effete  only  will  be  crushed  by  it. 
Fine,  upstanding,  spirited,  healthy,  intelligent 
girls  are  not  offering  themselves  in  sufficient 
numbers  for  training  under  existing  conditions, 
and  once  you  attempt  to  hand  them  over, 
legally  bound  body  and  soul,  to  the  control  of 
the  type  of  men  and  women  who  are  promoting 
the  College  Bill,  you  will  sound  the  death-knell 
of  Nursing  as  a  Profession  for  educated 
women.  Nursing  will  remain  exploited 
domestic  drudgery,  and  sooner  or  later  the 
Sjtate  will  be  compelled  to  step  in  and  protect 
the  workers.  Let  the  State  do  its  duty  now, 
in  spite  of  vested  interests.  The  Nurses'  own 
Bill  now  before  the  Commons  is  a  liberal  and 
progressive  measure.  I  beg  you  to  study  and 
support  it.  The  attempt  of  the  College  Council 
to  wreck  it  and  substitute  its  own  autocratic 
measure  is,  in  nursing  opinion,  *  infamous  in 
a  professional  sense,'  and  I  quite  agree  with 
the  profession." 

Host . 
of  me." 

Little    Peeress , 


STATE  REGISTRATION  UP  TO  DATE, 


doubt." 


Wish  you  were  in  the  Lords  instead 
It   would   last   longer,    no 


PRINCIPLES    OF     RIGHT     AND    JUSTICE. 

Mr.  Herbert  Paterson,  F.R.C.S.,  had  a  short 
and  excellent  reply  to  Sir  Aithur  Stanley's  letter, 
in  the  Times  on  Monday.  Whilst  contradicting 
the  statement  that  the  nurses  grouped  in  the 
Central  Committee  "  were  certairly  under  half  the 
number  of  those  already  on  the  College  Register," 
Mr.  Paterson  refers  to  the  manner  in  which  these 
nurses  have  been  induced  to  join  the  College,  and 
adds  :  "  The  promoters  of  the  Central  Committee's 
Bill  base  their  case  not  merely  on  numerical 
strength,  but  on  the  principles  of  right  and  justice, 
and  we  maintain  that,  following  the  precedent 
of  the  General  Medical  Council,  there  should  be  a 
similar  statutory  body  for  the  nursing  profession, 
whose  powers  should  be  limited  to  the  keeping  of  a 
State  Register,  the  supervisicJn  of  examinations, 
and  defining  the  necessary  curriculum.  This  will 
be  quite  enough  for  one  body  to  accomplish." 

NO    AUDIT    CLAUSE. 

The  Certified  Accountants'  Journal  does  not 
spare  the  College  Bill,  and  in  comparing  it  with  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill,  after  a  few  home  truths 
as  to  its  slim  tactics,  it  remarks  of  the  "  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill,  No.  2  "  : — "  A  further  interesting 
feature  present  in  No.  i  Bill,  but  remarkable  by 
its  absence  in  No.  2,  is  that  no  audit  clause  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  latter.  Presumably  the  Piivy 
Council  will  do  the  necessary. 

"  Altogether  this  Bill  has  many  obnoxious 
featuies,  but  as  it  has  now  come  into  the  light  of 
day,  no  doubt  the  light  of  day  will  prove  whole- 
some." 


THE 


GUV'S    HOSPITAL 
LEAGUE. 


NURSES' 


A.  A. 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  General  Meeting  and 
the  Eleventh  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Guy's  Hospital 
(Past  and  Present)  Nurses'  League  was  held  in  the 
Nurses'  Home,  Guy's  Hospital,  S.E.,  on  Friday, 
May   23rd. 

Between  170  and  180  members  sat  down  to 
dinner,  which  was  served  in  the  nurses'  dining  hall 
— the  tables  looking  very  pretty  with  their  floral 
decorations.  After  dinner,  tea  and  coffee  were 
served  in  the  hall  and  the  interval  was  made  the 
occasion  for  friends  to  talk  over  their  nursing 
experiences  during  the  war — for  members  were 
present  who  had  been  working  in  nearly  all  the 
fighting    areas. 

At  eight  o'clock,  the  members  adjourned  to  the 
recreation  room,  where  the  Annual  Creneral 
Meeting  was  held.  The  Matron,  in  welcoming  the 
guests,  said  it  gave  her  great  pleasure  to  see  so 
many  members  who  had  been  working  abroad. 
She  introduced  Miss  Enid  Newton,  R.R.C. 
(T.F.N.S.),  who  had  been  Matron  of  a  very 
large  hospital  in  Alexandria,  as  Chairman  of 
the  meeting,  and  said  she  hoped  she  would  tell 
them   a   little   about   army   nursing   abroad. 

Miss     Newton,     who     was     warmly     received. 
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called    upon    the    Matron    (the    Hon.    Secretary) 
to    give    a    report    of    the    year's    work. 

Report  of  the  Year's  Work. 

The  Report  showed"  that  1S4  weet-ends  and 
days  off  had  been  spent  at  the  cottage  at  Honor 
Oak  Park ;  a  thousand-and-fifty  volumes  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  Nurses'  Library  and  20  new 
books  added. 

It  was  hoped  to  have  a  swimming  tournament 
during  the  next  few  months,  and  the  debating 
society  looked  forward  to  some  spirited  meetings 
during  the  winter. 

In  December,  about  180  calendars,  with  a 
view  of  the  hospital  chapel,  were  sent  from  the 
League  to  Guy's  nurses  working  abroad, 
letters  received  from  the  recipients  showed  that 
this    little    remembrance   was    much   valued. 

The  Report  stated  that  the  finances  of  the 
League  were  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition — 
the  receipts  being  ^377  5s.  and  the  expenditure 
i^335  los.  gd.  The  Guy's  League  has  done  well 
in  the  matter  of  war  honours. 

It  was  hoped  to  publish  the  new  edition  of  the 
"  Nursing  Guide  and  Register  "    about  October. 

Miss  Hogg  further  reported  that  two  of  the 
Governors  who  wished  to  be  anonymous  had 
desired  to  give  a  sum  of  /2, 000  as  a  memorial 
of  the  work  done  by  Guy's  nurses  during  the  war 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  desired  it  to  be  spent 
on  somethmg  that  every  nurse  could  enjoy,  so 
she  had  suggested  enlarging  the  Nurses'  Recreation 
Cottage  at  Honor  Oak  Park,  and  laying  out  and 
beautifying  the  garden.  The  work  was  now  in 
progress. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  the  election  of 
Members  of  Council  was  then  announced  ;  and, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  business  meeting,  Miss 
Newton  gave  a  short  account  of  her  work  in 
Alexandria,  and  caused  much  laughter  by  her 
amusing  stories  of  the  many  difficulties  she  met 
with. 

The  formal  business  being  over,  some  of  the 
present  members  gave  selections  of  music  ;  and 
Miss  M.  E.  Hope,  the  Sister-in-Charge  of  the 
Electrical  and  Radiographic  Department,  gave  an 
interesting  description  of  some  lantern  slides 
made  from  X-ray  photograp"hs  taken  in  the 
department.  Great  interest  was  also  taken  in  the 
Needlework  and  Photographic  Exhibitions  which 
were  on  view  in  the  sitting-rooms. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


WEDDINQ    BELLS. 

The  marriage  took  place  recently  at  All  Souls 
Church,  Langham  Place,  London,  W.,  of  Sister 
Helen  Kelly,  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society.and 
Mr.  Alec  F.  Lingardf,  of  Normanhurst,  Eton 
Avenue,  N.W.  The  bride  was  trained  at  the 
Kingston  Infirmary,  and  for  over  nine  years  has 
worked  on  the  staff  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Society,  in  the  course  of  which  time  she  nursed 
in  a  military  hospital  in  St.  Petersburg.  Her  many 
friends  will  wish  her  all  happiness  in  her  married 
life. 


SISTER-IN-CHARGE. 

Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  Oldiiam.— -Miss  Bertha 
McCulIy  has  been  appointed  Sister-in-Charge.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  and 
has  been  Sister  in  hospitals  at  Cottingham  and  Hull. 

Becltett  Hospital,  Barnsley.— Miss  M.  R.  Parsons  has 
been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Casualty  Department. 
She  was  trained  at  die  Royal  Hampshire  County 
Hospital,  Winchester,  and  has  been  Sister  of  the 
Children's  Ward,  and  Assistant  Home  Sister  in  the 
same  institution.  She  has  also  done  war  nursing  in 
France  as  a  member  of  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps, 
where  her  excellent  services  were  greatly  appreciated. 

SISTEIR. 

Bethnal  Green  Military   Hospital,  Cambridge  Road, 

E.  2. — ^Miss  Gwendoline  Williams  has  been  ap- 
pointed Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Whipp's  Cross 
Infirmary,  Leytonstone,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
3rd  Western  General  Hospital,  T.F.N.S.,  and  at  the 
Newport  Infirmary. 

Miss  D.  B.  Hallatt  has  been  appointed  Sister  in  the 
same  institution.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  and  has  been  Sister  in  Queen  Alexandra's 
Naval  Nursing  Service. 

Miss  M.  C.  Burns  has  been  appointed  Sister  in  the 
same  institution.  She  was  trained  at  the  Sheffield 
Royal  Hospital,  and  has  worked  as  a  Sister  in  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Catherine  M.  Wills  is  appointed  to  the  South 
West  Midlands  Area  as  Inspector  ;  Miss  Helen  Wynne- 
Edwards,  to  Brighton,  as  First  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent ;  Miss  Margaret  Bloor,  to  Rawtenstall ;  Miss 
Annie  B.  Bower,  to  Sheffield  ;  Miss  Mary  J.  Hardy,  to 
St.  Helens  ;  Miss  Mary  Malseed,  to  Bushbury  ;  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Shaw,  to  St.  Helens  ;  Miss  Esther  Snowdon, 
to  Stockton  and  Thornaby. 

Miss  Wills  received  general  training  at  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  District  training  at  St.  Lawrence's  Home, 
Dublin,  Midwifery  training  at  the  Rotunda  Hospital 
Dublin,  and  holds  the  C.M.B.  certificate.  She  has 
since  held  various  appointments  under  the  Institute, 
including  those  of  Inspector  in  Ireland  and  Assistant 
at  the  Central  Office. 


SERBIAN    HONOUR    FOR    HOSPITAL 
STAFF. 

The  hospital  staff  of  the  Elsie  Inglis  unit  of  the 
Scottish  Women's  Hospitals,  which  was  sent  put 
to  serve  the  Jugo-Slav  Division  of  the  Serbian 
Army  on  the  Macedonian  front  in  February, 
1918,  and  was  transferred  to  Serajevo  in  Decem- 
ber, have  been  presented  with  the  Serbian  Gold 
Medal   for  Meritorious   Service. 


THE     MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH    ACT. 

The  Act  for  creating  the  Ministry  of  Health 
received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  3rd  inst.  This 
important  Measure  may  result  in  greater  happi- 
ness to  the  Kingdom  than  any  other  Act  of 
Parliament  which  has  ever  been  passed. 
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"JUSTICE  I' 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Voters'  Council,  a 
pubhc  meeting  was  held  at  the  Kingsway  Hall, 
on  Thursday,  May  22nd.  Sir  Harry  Brittain, 
M.P.,  presided.  Miss  Nina  Boyle  and  Mrs.  Gideon 
Murray  were  the  speakers.  These  ladies  were 
members  of  the  deputation  of  representative 
British  women  who  have  recently  visited  the 
devastated  regions  of  France  ;  and  the  purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  to  inform  the  audience  of 
what  they  had  seen,  in  order  that,  with  a  full 
measure  of  understanding  and  sympathy,  English 
people  may  realize  the  awful  sufferings  of  their 
allies. 

The   Chairman   explained   that  th:e   deputation 


and  numbed  with  sorrow.  "  We  must  have  justice 
for  our  friends  before  we  show  mercy  to  our 
enemies  ;  mercy  is  the  handmaid  of  justice — she 
comes  afterwards,  not  before,"  emphasized  the 
speaker.  Holding  in  her  hand  a  sheaf  of  papers, 
she  said  it  was  a  collection  of  depositions  taken 
by  herself  of  Frenchwomen,  who  asked  her  to 
have  them  translated  and  distributed  in  England. 
The  deportation  of  the  young  girls  who  were  torn 
from  their  homes  and  distracted  parents  and 
subjected  to  every  kind  of  infamy,  was  the  con- 
summation of  the  agony  of  the  French  nation 
during  this  barbarous  war. 

'"  Nothing  we  can  do  will  be  sufficient  to  show 

how  we  understand  and  how  thankful  we  ought  to 

be    that    such    things     have    not    happened    to 

us,"       concluded      the 

speaker. 

Madame  Rudler  also 
spoke  of  the  sufferings 
of  her   country. 

The  hearts  of  the 
audience  were  stirred 
in  a  practical  way,  and 
a  generous  collection 
was  made. 

B.  K. 


akras,   visited  by   thb  british   women  on  the 
of  the  mayor   op  lille. 

photograph;  by   mi5s   q.   r.  hale. 


had  gone  out  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  of  Lille, 
who  desired  that  the  witness  of  the  women  should 
be  heard  in  Great  Britain. 

Miss  Boyle,  in  an  admirable  speech,  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  sense  oi  justice  of  her  audience. 
She  denounced  the  idea,  common  among  some 
people,  that,  the  war  being  over,  all  its  horrors 
must  be  forgotten.  The  sufferings  of  France  are 
too  great  for  her  to  be  able  to  forget  at  present. 
Homes  are  mere  heaps  of  ruins  ;  the  factories  have 
been  scientifically  destroyed  by  seventy-five 
"  professional  breakers."  The  ground  has  been 
so  poisoned  by  gas  that  it  cannot  recover  for 
five  years.  The  cattle  have  disappeared.  Five 
hundred  thousand  people  in  Lille  alone  are  unem- 
ployed.   The  peasants  are  courageous  and  patient, 


FRENCH  FLAG 
NURSING  CORPS. 

An  F.F.N.C.  Sister 
writes  : — "  On  Monday 
I  went  to  see  the  place 
where  one  of  the  big 
guns  had  been.  It  is 
an  enormous  place  and 
it  must  have  taken  a 
tremendous  amount  01 
time  to  build.  It  was 
not  placed,  as  I  thought 
it  would  be,  on  a  plat- 
form, but  some  dis- 
tance below  the  ground 
and  built  on  cement. 
It  is  just  a  year  since 
we  retreated  in  such 
haste  from  Vemeuil.  We  get  plenty  of  work 
here  (devastated  district)  ;  I  really  don't  know 
what  the  people  would  do  \vithout  us." 


INVITATION 


Friends  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  in  passing 
through  Paris  Sister  W^eir  met  with  an  accident. 
She  was  knocked  down  by  a  taxi  and  is  now  in 
hospital,  recovering  from  a  fracture  of  the  collar- 
bone. Those  of  us  who  know  our  Paris  taxi- 
driver  wonder  accidents  are  not  more  common. 
We  all  remember  near  shaves,  as  the  pace  these 
vehicles  are  permitted  to  tear  round  corners 
without  warning  invites  disaster. 

We  beUeve  the  victim  and  not  the  driver  has 
to  pay  for  all  damage — it  is  his  duty  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  reckless  drivers. 
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EXAMINATIONS  AND  MEDALS. 

On  the  lawn  behind  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital,  on  Thursday,  May  29th,  Lady 
Wills  presented  medals  won  by  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  at  the   1919  examination. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Pope  presided  at  a  pleasant  little 
ceremony,  and  was  accompanied  by  Sir  E.  Chan- 
ning  Wills  (President  ot  the  hospital).  Lady  Wills, 
and  amongst  other3  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Domville,  the 
Matron  (Miss  E.  Smale),  and  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
Cole).  A  bouquet  of  lilies-of-the-valley  was 
piesented  to  Lady  Wills,  and  another  of  sweet 
peas  to  the  Matron. 

The  Chairman  read  Mr.  Domville's  report, 
which  stated  that  the  result  of  the  exammation 
was  satisfactory,.  Following  is  the  list,  in  order  of 
marks  gained  :  Nurse  Barnes  (gold  medallist). 
Nurse  Beddows  (silver  medallist).  Nurse  Matthews, 
Nurse  Dilcock,  Nurse  Piddick,  Nurse  Wood,  Nurse 
Morrok,  Nurse  Ryan,  Nurse  Lettinje:,  Nurse 
Reed,  and  Nurse  Brown.  Nurse  Barnes  had  the 
highest  aggregate  and  Nurse  Beddows  the  second 
place ;  although  Nurse  Dilcock  was  equal  first 
in  examination  results  and  Nurse  Matthews  first 
in  ward  marks. 

Col.  Davy,  C.B.,  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Domville,  the  examiner,  spoke  ot  him  as  one 
of  the  oldest  friends  of  the  hospital,  ,\'ithout  whose 
remarkable  pluck  in  voluntarily  resuming  duty 
as  house  surgeon  during  the  war  he  did  not  know 
where  the  institution  would  be. 

Mr.  Domville,  replying,  said  the  high  per- 
centage of  successes  in  the  examination  was  due 
in  large  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  Matron 
and  he  kept  close  watch  on  the  progress  of  pro- 
bationers, and  advised  those  who  showed  no 
aptitude  to  find  other  means  of  livelihood  before 
they    reached    the    examination    stage. 

In  replying  to  a  vote  of  thanks.  Lady  Wills  said 
she  hoped  the  appeal  now  being  made  throughout 
the  West  would  meet  with  the  success  that  the 
institution  deserved,  so  that  the  committee  might 
make  the  very  necessary  extensions  to  the  nurses' 
quarters  and  provide  increased  accommodation 
for  sailors  and  soldiers  needing  treatment  as  the  ■ 
result   of    their   war   service. 


THH     HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

The  need  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital  for  /200.000 
to  meet  urgent  demands  was  the  dominating 
feature  of  the  report  presented  at  a  very  largelv- 
attended  meeting  of  the  Governors  last  week  ; 
and  was  the  burden  of  the  speech  of  the  Chairman, 
the  Earl  of  Athlone,  in  nioving  its  adoption. 
The  financial  situation  was  described  as  "  most 
critical,"  and  a  large  special  expenditure  as 
absolutely  essential.  ■  The  hospital  is  to  be  closed 
for  three  months  for  urgent  repairs. 

TJie  Prince  of  Wales  has  promised  to  preside 
at  a  festiva:l  dinner  to  raise  funds  on  November 
20th.  It  was  announced  that  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Bland-Sutton  had  given  ;^i,ooo  to  tlie  appeal 
fund. 


BOOK    OF   THE   WEEK. 

SCHONBRUNN:  A  ROMANCE  OF  NAPOLRON* 

To  those  of  our  readers  who  appreciate  fiction 
of  a  more  solid  character,  we  recommend  the 
perusal  of  this  remarkable  book.  It  is,  as  the 
resume  on  the  cover  states,  "  the  story  of  three  days 
of  Napoleon's  Ufe.  The  setting  is  Vienna  in 
October,  1809,  with  the  French  armies  inside  the 
walls,  and  the  attempt  of  Friedrich  Staps  to 
assassinate  Napoleon  at  the  Palace  of  Schonbrunn." 
Also,  various  groups  of  Viennese  society  are  depic- 
ted, which  give  an  opportunity  for  realistic  study 
of  Viennese  life  at  that  period. 

The  book  opens  with  the  protest  of  Count 
Johann  Markowitz,  poet  and  soldier,  against  the 
action  of  the  Austrian  high-born  women  in 
welcoming  Napoleon. 

"  No,  Toe,  I  cannot  go  with  you  to  this  parade. 
For  myself  I  do  not  care  two  straws  whether 
Bonaparte  is  a  black  man  or  a  white  man.  To  me, 
this  demi-deity  of  aspiring  ramrods  is  merely  a 
hustler  ;  and,  therefore,  I  suppose,  I  am  a  harsh 
judge  of  his  enthusiasts.  All  the  same,  J  protest 
against  you  women  of  Vienna  crowdings  to  stare 
at  the  humiliator  of  Germany — this  burglar  in 
the  palace  of  the  Caesars  !  " 

Toe,  Princess  Diirrenstein,  looking  very  tall  and 
graceful  in  a  clinging  gown  of  fine  silk  under  her 
high  and  nodding  ostrich  plumes,  came  up  to  her 
former  lover  and  said  to  him  almost  timidly : 
"  What  are  we  women  to  do  ?  You  are  severe  on 
us,    Johann." 

"  Severe  !  Look  y<?nder  !  Look  at  our  brave 
Viennese  !  And  it  is*hardly  ten  o'clock-  There 
is  Austrian  patriotism."  And  he  pointed  to  a 
strip  of  road  a  mile  away,  white  with  heat  and 
sunlight.  It  was  dotted  with  human  figures, 
some  on  foot,  some  on  horseback,  some  in  the 
lumbering  Austrian  caleche,  harnessed  to  four 
or  six  horses ;  others  in  hackney  coaches,  in 
landaus,  in  hired  wagons  without  springs,  but 
all  streaming  in  one  direction — southward,  toward 
Schonbrunn. 

"  Well,"  asks  Berthold  Straghrenberg.  "  What's 
wrong  in  all  that  ?  Why  should  not  the  Viennese 
have  on  their  Sunday  clothes,  although  it  is 
Fiiday  ?  It  only  proves  that  the  Viennese  know 
a  great  man  when  they  see  him,  and  like  to  sun 
themselves  in  his  neighbourhood — that's  all." 

Count  Johann  shook  off  the  white,  finely-made 
hand  emerging  from  its  delicate  lace  cufl;,  and 
replied  with  passionate  candour.  The  beautiful 
Amalie  von  Esterthal,  who  witnessed  that  crowd 
waiting  for  the  Emperor  to  pass  on  his  way  to 
review  the  most  famous  legions  in  the  annals  of 
war,  felt  the  air  suddenly  grow  sultry  and  oppres- 
sive. Her  heart  was  beating  unsteadily.  It  was 
against  the  man  who  was  about  to  appear  that 
her  lover  had  fought ;  it  was  to  his  army  that  she 
owed  the  sick  horror  of  the  days  before  Wagram. 

And  when  Napoleon  came  in  view,  Amalie  felt 
Toe's  hand  jerk  in  her  own. 

C'est  bete,  tout  xela,  n' est-ce-pas  ?  " 

J — ^ . : ; -Tl,   i'-    ', £ 

*  By  J.  A.  Cramb.     London  :    Putnam's  Sons. 
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is: 


A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


^^jr^E    are    greatly    gratified     by     the     constant 

%  ^^  /   appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 

%^/     by   the    Medical    Profession ;     and    we    are 

T  ▼       satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 

known    the    more    widely    it    will    be    used. 

TTie  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Fi*»e#*  •  '^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^   il  51.  •  branch   is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

^^/»/\nrl  •  ^®  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
O6CO1IQ  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

TTL  •  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  iiil  i*  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analyticgJ  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

F/^ii*»l*l^  •  '^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  eJways 
^  O  111  til  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  cwfM-MJ'-Ji-W  "••**  °'"*=*  =  STATION  ST . 

Managing  Director.  IW^fOTWtWJW  NOTTINGHAM. 
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I  i;  With  a  joyous,  airy  laugh,  Toe  leaned  her  elbow 
tch  the  side  of  the  carriage,  and,  lifting  her  head 
llijigh,  sat,  half  angrily,  half  contemptuously 
surveying  the  conqueror  and  his  suite,  every  man 
of  whom  to  her  eyes  look  a  roturier,  a  "  ranker." 

Was  it  to  see  this  that  she  had,  that  morning, 
annoyed  and  perhaps  estranged  Count  Johann 
f »r  ever  ? 

The  attempt  to  assassinate  Napoleon  by  the 
young  Thuringian,  Friedrich  Staps,  and  the  sub- 
sequent incidents  connected  with  his  examination 
and  finally  of  his  execution  form  a  large  portion 
of  this  powerful  romance.  As  the  introductory 
paragraph  states,  the  book  is  psychological  in 
treatment  throughout,  and  the  circumstances  and 
lipbringing  of  Staps  are  related,  as  showing  the 
iipearing  they  had  upon  his  final  fanatical  act. 

r  His  examination  by  Napoleon  in  person  reveals 

;tp  the  young  student  that  the  professors  of  his 

university    and    Goethe    had    accepted    from    his 

:■ei^emy  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

;   r  He  saw  again  Goethe's  figure,  erect,  majestic. 

'Gould  that   lofty  spirit  indeed  have  accepted  a 

-decoration  from  the  dwarf  there,  who  had  barked 

^unmeaning  words  at  him  ?     He  was  too  tired  to 

itjhink.     He  had  not  slept  for  three  nights,  nerving 

himself  for  his  great  task,   his  sacrifice,  the  deed 

Which  God  had  laid  upon  him,  the  ordeal  against 

'■vi^hich  he  had  struggled,  resisting  the  angel  of  God. 

:  For  he  was  young  and  loved  his  life  and  loved 

'iljeautiful  things,  poetry  and  the  song  of  birds  and 

\,  the  long  day's  dreaming,  and  the  vistas  that  his 

i  wanderjahre    opened    up    before    him.     He    had 

obeyed  the  high  command  ;     he  had  failed,  and 

j:  ijiow  he  had  only  to  die. 

I  I  The  chapter  relating  the  execution  of  this 
'  young  student  is  moving  and  inspiring  :  There 
';  (jame  to  the  boy's  brain,  pell-mell,  the  verses,  the 
'  Ijero-maxims  Wolfram's,  Schiller's,  Uhland's  ; 
i;  ibove  all,  those  words  from  the  death-song  of  a 
:l  German  warrior,  "  The  gods  will  welcome  me. 
|j  ^ee  !  They  are  come  to  call  me  home.  The  hours 
;|  <j>f  my  life  are  gone  past.  Laughing,  I  die." 
■  yisibly  to  his  guards,  Stap's  figure  seemed  to  gain 
;'  in  stature.  He  stood  more  erect ;  a  light  was  on 
his  brow,  in  his  bearing  there  was  the  unconcern 
ivhich  is  born  of  the  last  valour  passing  into 
defiance  as  his  glances  met  their  glances,  alone, 
:  death-doomed  but  undefeated. 
i:  ;    "  Fire  !  " 

;:  |:  His  boyhood  in  the  Thuringian  woods,  his 
!;  ^rdour  for  great  poetry  and  heroic  actions,  his 
I  loves,  his  resentments,  his  ambitions,  his  wrongs, 
I  l^is  passion  for  freedom,  and  for  the  greatness  of 
i;  |iis  race — to  this  they  had  brought  him ;  here, 
i  they  all  were  ended. 

j:  |.  This  book,  if  it  does  not  appeal  to  the  majority 
I'  "ivill  certainly  plaim  the  admiration  of  those  whose 
j;  literary  taste  soars  above  the  average  novel. 

H.  H. 

i\  DOMINO    EVENTS. 

j;  r  June  jth. — Irish  Nurses'  Association  Executive 
|:  Committee  Meeting  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dubhn 
j  8  p.m. 


June  i^th-zjlh. — ^National  Council  of  Women  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual  meeting. 
De  Montfort  Hall,  Leicester. 

June  11th. — Nurses'  Registration  Bill  (Central 
Committee)   Report   Stage,    House  of  Commons. 

July  1st  to  },rd. — National  Conference  on  Infant 
Welfare  as  part  of  National  Baby  Week  Celebra- 
tions. The  Kingsway  Hall,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.C.  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher 
Addison,  M.P.,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Apply  for  information  to  the 
Secretary,  4  and  5,  Tavistock  Square,  London, 
W.C. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  ive  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

EQUAL  PAY  FOR  EQUAL  WORK. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 
Dear  Madam, — In  reference  to  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  in  your  last  issue,  in  regard  to  the 
new  Royal  Warrant  for  better  gratuities  to  the 
nursing  service,  a  point  your  correspondent  seems 
to  have  missed  is  that  one  of  the  regulations  we 
came  under  when  joining  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
Reserve  was  that  our  pay  and  allowances  were  to 
be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  which  we 
were  reinforcing,  and  that  the  Reserve,  the 
T.F.N. S.  and  the  V.A.D.s  are  the  only  Services 
which  do  not  double  the  amount  per  mensem 
allowed  for  home  service,  when  serving  overseas. 
They,  no  less  than  the  members  of  the  Regular 
Service,  bore  the  toil  and  anxieties  of  the  campaign 
on  every  front.  Another  point  is  that  the  allow- 
ances of  the  Regular  Service,  as  is  usual,  are  on  the 
same  scale  as  those  given  to  officers,  while  a  new 
scale  has  been  devised  for  the  Reserve  and 
T.F.N.S.  The  members  of  the  Reserve  and 
T.F.N.S.  are  in  the  same  position  as  the  members 
of  the  Regular  Service  while  serving,  as  the  tem- 
porary Army  officer  is  with  his  Regular  confrdre. 
So  why  this  difference  ? 

But  had  the  authorities  for  any  reason  for  our 
advantage  desired  a  different  rate  of  gratuity,  it 
would  have  been  fairer  to  have  had  an  increase 
under  the  old  scale,  i.e.,  the  same  amount  for  every 
year  of  service.  The  present  scale  is  a  premium 
on  short  service.  The  longer  you  serve  the  less 
you  get  in  proportion ;  in  fact  a  Matron  of  four 
years'  service  loses  £2  and  a  Sister  and  Staff  Nurse 
benefit  only  to  the  extent  of  £8  respectively. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Old  Campaigner. 

"THE     DEVIL    OF     A     MATRON.'' 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — In  your  issue  of  above  paper  of 
17th  ult.,  under  the  heading  of  "  The  Latest,"  an 
Army  Sister  expresses  her  disgust  at  the  picture 
"  Cheerio  "  on  the  cover  of  the  book  issued  by  the 
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Committee  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses,  and 
her  opinion  that  it  is  an  affront  to  the  Nurses  of  the 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  Many  will  agree  with  her,  and  also 
deplore  the  fact  that  justification  for  such  affront 
is  not  wanting.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Com- 
mittee in  question  have  heard  of  a  recent  episode 
in  a  suburban  group  of  Army  hospitals,  where  the 
Matron,  a  Regular,  and  recently  decorated  with 
the  R.R.C.  of  First  Class,  appeared  in  the  wards, 
dressed  in  scarlet  tights  in  the  character  of  Mephi- 
stopheles,  joining  in  the  Christmas  festivities, 
games,  dancing,  &c.,  supported  by  her  Assistant 
Matron  in  men's  clothes  as  a  "  chinmey  sweep," 
and  Home  Sister  as  Dick  Whittington,  also 
in  tights,  the  evening  terminating  at  midnight 
with   Three  Cheers  for  "  The  Devil  of  a  Matron." 

Comment  is  superfluous ;  it  is  only  in  TThe 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  that  expressions  of 
opinion  are  possible  from  nurses  on  the  conduct  of 
their  Matrons. 

I  am,   yours  faithfully, 

Q.  A.  Reserve. 

[Our  correspondent  who  witnessed  this  most 
disgraceful  exhibition  informs  us  that  others  who 
did  likewise  sent  an  account  of  it  to  other  journals, 
which  have  suppressed  it. — Ed.] 

IMITATION     THE      SINCEREST      FORM     OF 
FLATTERY. 

We  have  received  another  evasive  communi- 
cation from  the  President  and  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  "  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons,"  but 
as  they  do  not  honourably  acknowledge  their 
indebtedness  to  the  Matrons'  Council  for  adopt- 
ing its  objects,  which  have  been  in  print  for 
twenty- five  years,  or  apologise  to  the  editor  of 
this  Journal  for  accusing  her  of  making  an  "  in- 
accurate statement  "  when  she  proved  that  they 
had  done  so,  we  must  decline  further  discussion 
on  the  matter  with  ladies  whose  standard  of 
professional  rectitude  is  apparently  a  negligible 
quantity.  Lacking  a  nice  sense  of  veracity,  the 
officials  of  the  new  Association  will  no  doubt 
continue  to  pose  as  the  originators  of  a  scheme 
of  organisation  to  which  they  have  not  contri- 
buted one  idea  worth  a  row  of  pins. 

KERNELS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Member  Matrons'  Council :— "  I  am  told  by  a 
friend  who  was  invited  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
to  form  the  new  Association  of  Matrons,  that 
they  were  not  informed  that  they  were  adopting 
word  for  word  the  objects  of  the  Matroris' 
Council.  Moreover,  she  overheard  it  said 
'  the  Matrons'  Council  was  no  good  as  it  was  all 
one  with  the  Nurses,'  and  the  Matrons  must 
protect  themselves  in  these  days  of  free  lance 
nurses'  societies. 

[The  Matrons  are  quite  right  to  have  Associa- 
tions of  their  own  to  discuss  questions  which 
come  specially  within  their  own  province,  and 
professional  affairs  generally.  In  Ireland  and 
Scotland  the  members  of  such  organisaitions  find 
profit^  and  pleasure  in  such  Associations.  The 
splenetic  attack,  however,  of  the  College  Matrons 
on   their  colleagues  associated  '  in  the  Matrons' 


Council,  with  which  they  bombarded  the  Houses 
of  Lords  and  Commons  was  quite  inexcusable, 
and  to  proceed  to  adopt  its  objects  as  their 
own,  without  the  courtesy  of  acknowledgement 
quite  inexplicable.  Surely  the  combined  genius 
of  eighty  heads  of  hospitals  might  have  drafted 
an  original  scheme,  or,  at  least,  disguised  their 
paucity  of  ideas  in  new  phraseology. — Ed.] 

Always  a  State  Registrationist :  "I  note  that 
the  Press  are  being  misinformed  on  many  aspects 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  controversy.  It  is  not 
a  split  between  two  bodies  of  nurses  as  such,  but 
the  two  contending  parties  consist  of  those  who 
support  the  nurses  in  their  demand  for  an  indepen- 
dent Nursing  Council  and  reasonable  direct 
representation  on  it  of  nurses  elected  by  nurses, 
and  those  led  by  the  old  anti-registrationists, 
who  support  the  incorporation  of  the  College 
Company  by  Act  of  Parliament,  thereby  giving 
it  the  monopoly  of  control  over  the  whole  nursing 
profession,  and  whose  Bill  does  not  secure  one 
seat  for  the  nurses  on  their  own  Governing  Body. 
The  nurses  who  support  the  latter  policy  are 
either  duped  or  blacklegs." 

Scottish  Nurse  :  "I  have  attended  meetings  in 
Glasgow  of  late  which  show  a  most  deplorable 
breach  in  professional  ranks  between  the  '  free ' 
nurses  and  the  Collegites.  What  a  pity  the 
Matrons  are  ranged  on  the  side  of  lay  Governors 
against  the  rank  and  file,  for  that  is  the  pith  of  the 
position.  We,  of  course,  are  furious  at  the  College 
Council  in  London  attempting  to  wreck  our  Bill 
and  substitute  its  own  tyrannical  measure.  Why 
should  not  Scottish  and  Irish  Nurses  have  their 
own  Acts,  as  the  midwives  have,  if  this  Guy's 
scheme  is  thrust  upon  us  ?  We  Scottish  nurses, 
who  are  not  led  by  the  nose,  don't  want  to  be 
governed  by  London  Hospital  officials  any  more 
than  the  Irish  nurses  do." 

NOTICE. 

The  Memorandum  on  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  Bill,  addressed  to  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Lords  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  can  be  obtained, 
price  2(1.,  from  the  office  of  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 


OUR 


PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

June  yth. — What  is  cystitis  ?  How  does  it 
arise  ?  How  would  you  recognize  it  ?  What  are 
the  principal  nursing  points  ? 

Jtine  14/A. — How  would  you  prepare  a  child 
for  operation,  more  especiahy  in  regard  to  diet  ? 

We  regret  that  none  ot  the  papers  received 
this  week,  were  of  sufficient  merit  to  justify  the 
award  of  a  prize. 


OUR  ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and  to 
recommend  them  to  your  friends.  They  axe  all 
first-class  firms.  .     . 
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THe   Midwife. 


THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 


A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  at  the  Board  Room,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Thursday,  May  22nd. 
Sir  Francis  Champneys  presiding. 

Report  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  British  Medical 
Association  with  reference  to  fees  to  be  tendered 
by  the  Board  to  medical  practitioners,  asked  to 
give  oral  evidence  in  penal  cases.  Also  a  letter 
from  a  certified  midwife,  complaining  of  the 
training  in  midwifery  which  she  received  at  an 
Institution,  on  which  she  passed  the  Board  exam- 
ination in  August,  1918.  The  Board  decided  to 
forward  the  correspondence  to  the  .Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  to  point  out  that  it  the  facts 
were  as  alleged,  the  institution  concerned  could 
not  be  deemed  to  be  a  suitable  training  school  for 
pupil  midwives. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Marcelle  Julia 
Atkinson,  of  Tresco,  Scilly,  asking  that  she  might 
be  granted  the  Board's  certificate  by  reason  of 
holding  a  "  Diplome  de  Sage  Femme  de  lere 
Classe."  It  was  agreed  that  the  applicant  should 
be  admitted  to  examination  on  compljdng  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Board  other  than  those 
relating  to  training. 

It  was  decided  to  grant  admission  to  the  Mid- 
wives  Roll  on  payment  of  the  fee  of  £1  is.  to 
applicants  holding  certificates  from  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  and  the  Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin,  the 
Coombe  Hosjital,  the  National  Maternity 
Hospital,  Dublin,  and  the  Cork  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital. Three  applicants,  holding  the  certificate  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Ireland,  obtained 
in  virtue  of  the  possession  of  the  certificate  of  Sir 
Patrick  Dun's  Hospital,  Dublin,  were  refused 
admission  to  the  Roll,  the  Board  not  being 
satisfied  on  the  evidence  before  it  that  the 
standard  of  training  and  examination  was  equi- 
valent to  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Board. 

Resignation     of    Examiners. 

The  resignations  of  Dr.  Henry  Russell  Andrews, 

F.R.C.P.,  and  Dr.  Herbert  WilUamson,  F.R.C.P., 

as   examiners   to   the    Board   were   received   and 

the  examiners  thanked  for  their  efficient  services. 

Appointment    of    Examiners. 

The  following  medical  practitioners  were 
appointed  examiners  at  the  London  Centre  : — 

James  Montagu  Wyatt,  M.B.,  Lond.,  F.R.C.S. 
(St.    Thomas's). 

Donald  Whatley  Roy,  M.B.,  Camb.,  F.R.C.S. 
(St.  George's). 

Trevor  Berwin  Davies,  M.D.,  Lond,  M.R.C.P. 
(University  College  Hospital). 

William  Gilliatt,  M.D.,  Lond.,  F.R.C.S.  Middle- 
sex). 


Applications    for    Approval. 

As  Lecturer  :  Mr.  Archibald  F.  G.  Spinks, 
L.R.C.P.  &  S. 

As  Teacher  :  Midwife  Harriett  Louisa  Dolton 
(No.  32,960)  ;  Midwife  Susan  M.  Chapman  (No. 
35.205).     The  applications  were  granted. 

QUEEN    CHARLOTTE'S     HOSPITAL. 

Princess  Arthur  of  Connaught  is  attending  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital 
Ladies'  Association  (ot  which  she  is  Patron)  at  the 
Hospital,  Marylebone  Road,  N.W\,  on  Thursday, 
June  5th,  at  3  p.m.  A  "  Pound  Day  "  is  being 
held  the  same  day. 

A  pound,  or  more,  of  any  of  the  following  will 
be  gratefully  received  at  the  Hospital;  or  at  the 
District  Nurses'  Homes  at  13,  Harcourt  Street, 
Marylebone ;  40,  Princess  Road,  Kilburn ;  176, 
Ladbroke  Grove,  W.,  between  9  a.m.  and  8  p.m., 
on  Thursday  June  5th,  1919  : — A  £1  note,  a  pound 
in  silver,  a  pound  ot  any  of  the  following 
articles  :  —  Tea,  coffee,  sugar,  rice,  tapioca, 
semolina,  macaroni,  cornflour,  flour,  rolled  oats, 
split  peas,  lentils,  haricot  beans,  maize  meal,  pearl 
barley,  raisins,  currants,  sultanas,  jam,  marmalade, 
golden  syrup,  honey,  eggs,  soap,  soda,  potatoes. 
As  this  journal  is  published  in  London  on  Thursday 
morning  we  hope  that  some  of  our  readers  will  see 
this  notice  and  make  their  gifts,  but  we  think  they 
would  be  acceptable  at  any  time. 

MIDWIVES     AND     CERTIFICATES 
OF    STILLBIRTH. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  May  22nd  Mr. 
Gilbert  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  had  been  drawn 
to  an  inquest  held  recently  on  a  stillborn  child  by 
the  Southwark  Coroner,  when  certain  malpractices 
were  disclosed  over  the  burial  certificate  given 
by  the  midwife ;  and  whether  in  view  of  these 
disclosures  he  proposes  to  recommend  an  altera- 
tion of  the  law  in  order  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  practice  of  allowing  midwives  to  give  certifi- 
cates for  burial  purposes  ? 

Major  Astor  replied  that  the  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question  was  in  the  affirmative.  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  altering  the  law. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  C-entral  Mid- 
wives  Board  has  disciplinary  powers  over  certified 
midwives,  and  in  the  event  of  ?  prima  facie  case  of 
malpractice  being  proved  cites  a  midwife  to  appear 
before  it,  and  deals  with  the  accused  if  proved 
guilty.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the 
midwives  on  the  Roll  should  be'skilful  and  trust- 
worthy, and  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  to  ensure  that  they  shall  be.  In  this  event 
a  midmfe  is  quite  competent  to  certify  that  a 
child  is  stillborn,  and  the  right^course  to  pursue 
would  seem  to  be  to  leave  the  Board  to  exercise 
discipline  and  administer  justice. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 
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FORCE    A    COUNCIL    UPON    THE    NURSES. 

You  cannot  get  an  agreement,  but  you  may  get  a 
Council  forced  upon  them  which  will  carry  the  con- 
fidence of  Nurses  after  the  first  sore  feelings  have 
passed  off. — Viscount  Knutsford  In  the  House 
of  Lords. 

Thus  the.  hospital  autocrat  when  legislating 
for  a  body  of  women  workers.  Supreme  in  his 
own  domain,  where  he  is  securely  entrenched 
behind  the  ramparts  of  feudalism,  he  imagines 
that  he  can  force  his  despotic  will  upon  a  great 
profession  of  women,  working  outside  hospital 
walls,  as  he  can  inside,  and  that  when  the  first 
sore  feelings  have  passed  away  they  will 
acquiesce  in  his  dictation,  just  as  he  doubtless 
imagines  that  the  nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  have  ceased  to  resent  his  forcing  upon 
them  as  head  of  their  training  school  a 
Matron's  Assistant  whose  two  years'  certifi- 
cate at  the  London  Hospital  did  not  qualify 
her  to  be  a  staff  nurse  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital ;  the  loss  of  prestige  of  that  nurs- 
ing school  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  not  one  first-class  appointment  has 
been  obtained  by  the  nursing  staff  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  for  the  last  nine  years. 

But  it  is  incredible,  in  the  twentieth  century, 
that  even  the  most  reactionary  hospital  chair- 
man (so  far  as  nurses  are  concerned)  should 
give  such  advice  to  his  peers  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  only  proves  the  contempt  of  the 
average  philanthropist  for  the  woman  worker. 
The  present  absolute  and  uncontrolled  autho- 
rity of  the  Committees  of  the  voluntary  hos- 
pitals is  one  of  the  factors  which  sooner  or  later 
will  bring  them  under  the  control  of  the  State. 
Iri  the  State  Hospitals — such  as  those  of  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board — Matrons  and 
nurses  have  much  greater  professional  liberty 
and  freedom  of  action  than  under  the  voluntary 


hospitals,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  is  against 
unlimited  control  of  one  human  being  by 
another. 

If  there  were  a  vital  point  at  issue  in  any 
great  trade  or  profession  of  men  the  State 
would  give  serious  attention  to  the  complica- 
tion, and  the  Prime- Minister,  either  personally 
or  by  deputy,  would  probably  endeavour  to 
reconcile  conflicting,  interests.  A  member  of 
the  Upper  House  who  had  the  hardihood  to 
advise  that  it  should  force  an  unpalatable 
Governing  Body  upon  any  class  of  men  would 
have  the  whole  labour  world  to  reckon  with. 
But  because  the  workers  are  women,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  London  Hospital  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  treat  them  with  contempt. 

In  Lord  Gosehen's  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
(promoted  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.), 
which  Lord  Knutsford  supported  on  its  Second 
Reading  in  the  House  of  Lords,  not  one  seat  is 
secured  to  nurses  on  tlie  Governing  Body. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  pointed  out  in  the  course 
of  the  Debate  that  what  nurses  want  on  the 
Council  are  not  "  person^  "  to  represent  them  ; 
they  want  personal  representation  themselves. 
"That,"  he  said,  "is  the  point  which  they 
make  above  all  things,  and  I  think  that  that 
matter  should  be  considered  by  this  House,  and 
very  seriously  considered." 

That  is  a  point  on  which  those  who  have  for 
so  long  been  working  to  obtain  the  State 
Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  have  rightly 
insisted,  and  it  is  one  which  has  been  bitterly 
contested  by  those  who  desire  to  keep  them  in 
subjection. 

So  far  public-spirited  nurses  have  conducted 
their  campaign  for  the  organization  of  their 
work  by  the  State  with  admirable  dignity  and 
self-restraint,  but  it  is  not  presumable  that 
enfranchised  British  citizens  will  endure  for  any 
length  of  time  the  gratuitous  insults  and  domi- 
nation of  men  of  the  type  of  Lord  Knutsford. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETIIiON. 

WHAT  IS  CYSTITIS  AND  HOW  DOES  IT  ARISE?    HOW 

WOULD      VOU      RECOQMSB     IT?      WHAT     ARE    THE 

PRINCIPAL     NURSING     POINTS? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Catharine  Wright,  2,  Dryden 
Road,  Bush  Hill  Par^,  Enfield. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

"  Cystitis  "  is  a  term  used  to  indicate  a  con- 
dition of  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  a  volun- 
tary muscular  organ  situated  in  the  pelvic 
region  of  the  abdomen  ;  it  acts  as  a  reservoir 
to  hold  the  urine  passed  from  the  kidneys 
through  the  ureters  to  the  bladder,  where  at 
intervals  it  is  carried  oft"  by  the  act  of  micturi- 
tion. Both  sexes  suffer  from  this  condition,  in 
an  acute  or  chronic  form,  but  women  specially 
suffer  in  this  way. 

It  is  induced  by  various  causes.  It  may  arise 
as  a  secondary  disease  from  paralysis,  venereal 
disease,  puerperal  septicaemia,  abdominal  dis- 
eases, abdominal  and  spinal  injuries,  where  the 
bladder  is  injured  or  its  muscular  action  im- 
paired, the  urine  unable  to  pass  off  becoming 
stagnant,  setting  up  a  condition  of  sepsis.  One 
of  the  primary  causes  of  this  infection  is  caused 
by  catheter  infection  when  a  dirty  catheter  is 
introduced  into  the  urethra,  the  mucus  mem- 
brane absorbing  readily  any  microbic  infection. 
Especially  is  this  emphasised  in  long-standing 
kidney  disease,  or  at  the  period  of  parturition. 

It  is  recognisable  by  a  probable  rigor,  rise  of 
temperature,  rapid  pulse,  local  pain  and  ten- 
derness over  the  pelvic  region,  scanty  urine, 
scalding  and  painful  micturition,  attended  by 
local  irritation  and  restlessness ;  the  urine  may 
contain  blood  and  mucus,  a  very  dark  colour, 
with  an  offensive  putrid  odour.  In  men  of 
advancing  age,  stricture  caused  by  enlargement 
of  the  prostrate  gland  may  develop,  causing 
extreme  pain,  and  a  serious  condition  of 
"  cystitis." 

The  chief  nursing  points  are  for  the  patient 
rest,  good  hygienic  conditions,  position,  diet, 
local  and  general  treatment.  Rest  in  bed,  in 
a  warm,  well-ventilated  room.  (Temperature 
and  pulse  charted  four-hourly.)  The  bed 
arranged  with  a  mackintosh  and  draw-sheets  ; 
the  covering  light  and  warm,  arranged  to  open 
in  the  centre  for  the  application  of  local 
remedies  and  to  prevent  undue  exposure  and 
chill.  The  head  and  shoulders  raised,  and  if 
catheterisation  is  ordered  or  bladder  lavage,  it 
may  be  given  with  the  patient  on  her  side, 
to  obviate  any  discomfort.  Strict  antiseptic 
rules  should  precede  this  treatment  :  hands  and 
all  instruments  made  as  aseptic  as  possible ; 
catheters,   tubes,   and  bougies  carefully  steril- 


ised, and  kept  exclusively  covered  both. before 
and  after  use. 

Local  applications  of  heat  give  relief,  general 
warmth  is  maintained  by  covered  hot-water 
bottles  to  the  extremities.  All  urine  should  be 
measured  and  kept  in  a  glass-covered  measure 
for  inspection,  a  morning  specimen  reserved  for 
testing.     The  bowels  should  be  freely  open. 

Diet  light  and  nourishing,  chiefly  copious 
draughts  of  milk,  barley-water,  or  toiist-water, 
followed  later  by  lightly  steamed  fish. 

Any  thirst  or  dryness  of  the  mouth  is  counter- 
acted by  washing  the  mouth  with  a  weak  solu- 
tion of  soda  bicarbonate  or  lemon  juice  diluted. 

This  disease  in  advancing  age  may  become 
chronic.  Where  movement  is  permissible  or 
possible,  the  tediousness  is  relieved  by  helping 
the  patient  to  rise  and  take  very  gentle  exercise. 
This  is  a  hygienic  advantage  for  all  concerned, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  lessens  the  discomforts 
attending  this  condition  of  cystitis. 

HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  S.  F.  Rossiter,  Miss  W.  M. 
Appleton,  Miss  Kathleen  A.  Fyson,  Miss  P. 
Thomson,  Miss  W.  James,  Miss  L.  R.  Clarke. 

QUESTION    FOR  NEXT  WEEK 

How  would  you  prepare  a  child  for  operation, 
more  especially  in  regard  to  diet? 

THE    BACTERIOLOGY   OF   PYORRHEA. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Section  of  Odontology 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  on  May  26th 
Mr.  J.  G.  Turner,  F.R.C.S.,  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Drew,  D.Sc,  as  reported  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  gave  an  account  of  an  experimental 
inquiry  into  the  bacteriology  of  pyorrhoea.  The 
results  were  stated  under  the  following  head- 
ings :— 

1.  Living  Pulp. — The  living  pulp  appeared 
to  become  readily  infected,  and  such  infection 
was  not  necessarily  associated  with  caries  in 
the  ordinar}'  acceptation  of  that  term.  A  pre- 
paration from  the  pulp  of  a  bicuspid  was 
demonstrated,  showing  a  diphtheroid  infection  ; 
in  this  case  there  was  associated  chronic  pyor- 
rhoea, but  it  was  thought  improbable  that  it 
was  concerned  in  the  pulp  infection.  In  another 
case  infection  by  two  distinct  types  of  diph- 
theroids was  demonstrated ;  in  others,  mixed 
infections  by  diphtheroids,  streptococci,  and  at 
times  staphylococci  and  spirochaetes.  Mixed 
infections  were  always  associated  with  caries 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  in  at  least  one 
instance  the  vessels  of  the  pulp  were  found  to 
contain  organisms  (diphtheroids  and  cocci). 

2.  Dentinal  Tuhules. — ^It  was  certain  that  the 
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dentinal  tubules  were  frequently  infected  from 
the  pulp  cavity.  While  probably  any  organisms 
in  the  mouth  could  infect  pulp,  those  most 
usually  associated  with  dentinal  infections 
seemed  to  be  comparatively  few  in  number — 
namely,  diphtheroids,  cocci,  and  spirochaetes. 

3.  Cementum. — Infection  of  the  cementum 
was  frequent,  and  three  routes  could  be  dis- 
ting-uished — (a)  from  the  pulp  cavity  and 
tubules ;  (b)  through  the  periodontal  mem- 
brane ;  and  (c)  from  surface  caries.  There  was 
evidence  that  cementum  could  be  infected  from 
a  living  but  infected  periodontal  membrane. 
No  section  showing  actual  invasion  of  the 
cementum  by  bacteria  from  the  dentinal  tubules 
had  been  obtained,  but  one  showed  its  near 
approach.  Another  showed  surface  caries  of 
the  cementum,  with  a  thick  growth  of  bacteria 
on  the  surrounding  cement  surface.  This  layer 
of  bacteria  was  always  found  on  the  denuded 
roots  in  pyorrhoeal  pockets,  and  explained  the 
difficulty  of  treating  pyorrhoea  without  thorough 
cleaning  of  all  such  denuded  roots. 

4.  Gums. — In  chronic  cases  bacteria  were 
invariably  present  in  the  gums ;  the  most  fre- 
quent were  diphtheroids,  streptococci,  and 
staphylococci.  In  one  instance  a  heavy  infec- 
tion with  a  sporing  bacillus  was  observed  ;  the 
gum  showed  chronic  fibrous  thickening ;  there 
was  no  pocketing  by  destruction  of  the  alveolar 
dental  membrane,  but  only  by  swelling  of  the 
gum,  nor  was  there  any  ulceration ;  apparently 
the  bacteria  gained  entrance  through  a  merely 
inflamed  surface.  A  section  from  the  gum  flap 
overlying  an  erupting  wisdom  tooth  in  a  man 
of  48  showed  dental  sepsis  at  its  earliest 
moment — namely,  just  as  the  gum  uncovered 
the  tooth  and  left  the  crypts  open  to  infection. 
Here  a  pure  diphtheroid  infection  was  to  be 
seen  running  up  the  lymphatics. 

5.  Granulomata. — Sections  of  granulomata 
from  the  spaces  of  teeth  invariably  showed  the 
presence  of  micro-organisms. 

6.  Bone. — Sections  through  the  jaws  with 
teeth  in  situ  from  cases  of  advanced  pyorrhoea 
showed  heavy  infections  of  the  bone,  a  striking 
fact  being  the  presence  of  organisms  within 
the  Haversian  systems.  In  several  such  cases 
the  same  organisms,  (diphtheroids  and  cocci) 
were  demonstrated  in  the  stomach  wall,  but  the 
total  number  of  cases  examined  was  not  yet 
large  enough  to  allow  it  to  be  stated  that  the 
condition  was  invariably  present. 

The  authors  held  that  the  result  of  their 
investigation  was  to  establish  the  immense  im- 
portance of  the  mouth  as  a  potential  source  of 
disease,  but  as  the  research  was  incomplete 
they  did  not  presume  to  draw  definite  conclu- 


sions. They  called  attention  to  the  striking 
fact  that  in  all  chronic  cases  any  indication  of 
phagocytosis  was  absent. 


ARMY  NURSES'  PAY. 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  5th,  Mr. 
Randall  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  War  why 
it  was  that  whilst  all  ranks  in  the  Armies  of  Occu- 
pation have  increased  pay,  the  Nursing  Sisters  had 
received  no  increase  whatever,  although  many  had 
been  abroad  for  years,  and  some  had  recently  been 
transferred  from  Salonika  to  Batum ;  whether  he 
was  aware  that  the  Sisters  who  asked  to  go  to 
Batum  have  been  compelled  to  pay  their  messing 
bills  for  the  whole  journey  of  6s.  a  day,  although 
many  could  ill  afford  it ;  and  whether  he  was  now 
prepared  to  treat  the  Sisters  and  nurses  working 
for  the  Armies  of  Occupation  as  fairly  in  the  matter 
of  pay  as  he  had  treated  all  other  ranks  ? 

Mr.  Forster  replied  that  the  Army  of  Occupation 
bonus  was  strictly  limited  to  commissioned  officers 
and  enlisted  men.  Its  extension  to  the  Nursing 
Staff  would  be  a  departure  from  this  rule,  but  was 
under  consideration.  He  promised  to  inquire  into 
the  question  of  the  messing  charges,  and  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Rendall  in  due  course. 


KINO'S    BIRTHDAY    HONOURS. 


A  very  large  number  of  nurses  have  been  men- 
tioned in  dispatches  for  services  in  Egypt,  Meso- 
potamia, South  Africa,  British  Salonika  I-""orce,  and 
Italy. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  Armies  in  France  and  Flanders  : — 
Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross 

Miss  M.   Alexander,  R.R.C.,  Sister-in-Charge,  Civil 
Hpl.   Res.  ;      Miss   G.   M.   Allen,   R.R.C.,   A. /Matron 
O.A.I .M.N.S.  ;      Miss  A.   I.   Baird,  R.R.C.,  Sister-in- 
Charge,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;     Miss  M.  C.  Laing,  R.R.C. 
Sister-in-Charge,    T.F.N.S   ;       Miss    L.    E.    MacKay 
R.R.C,   A./Principal  Matron,   Q.A.I.M.   N.S.  ;      Miss 
P..  J.  Minns,  R.R.C,  A./Principal  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S 
Miss    M.    L.    Rannie,    R.R.C,    A./Principal    Matron 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;        Miss    U.    E.    Russell-I.ee.    R.R.C 
Sister-in-Charge,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;     Miss  E.  O.  Scho- 
field,  R.R.C,  Sister-in-Charge.  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;     Miss 
A.  I..  Walker,  R.R.C,  A. /Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
Canadian  Army  Medic.\l  Corps. 

Miss  E.  M.  Wilson,  R.R.C,  Matron. 

New    Zealand    Army   Nursing   Service. 

Miss  E.  G.  Brooke,  R.R.C,  Matron. 
The  Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Ci.\ss. 

Miss  G.  A.  .Aitchison,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (Ret.); 
Miss  M.  Ashlin-Thomas,  A.R.R.C,  Matron.  B.R.C.S.; 
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Miss  P.  Barnard,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M. 
S.  Barwell,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss 

F.  M.  Billington,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
MissM.  A.  C  Blair,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
MissM.  Brasier,  A.R.R.C  .,  IVlatron,  B.K.CS.  ;  Miss  K. 
M.  Bulman,  A.RTR.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (Ret.)  ; 
Miss  G.  M.  Bulman,  A.R.R.C,  Sister-in-Charge, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  B.  Carley,  A.R.R.C,  Asst.  Matron, 
T.F.N.S.  :  Miss  R.  M.  Carr,  A.R.R.C,  Matron, 
B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  A.  E.  Gasserley,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister, 
Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  E.  V.  Cassidy,  A.R.R.C, 
A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  G.  H.  Caulfield, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  K.  E.  J. 
Chapman,  Sister-in-Oharge,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M. 
A.  Chittock,  M.M.,  Asst.  Matron,  St.  John's  Amb. 
Brig.  ;  Miss  S.  F.  Davies,  A.R.R.C,  Asst.  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  I.  Devenish-Meares,  M.M., 
A./Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  Dodd,  A.R.R.C.; 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  Duncan,  A.R.R.C,  Sister, 
Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  A.  H.  Esden,  A.R.R.C,  Asst. 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  H.  M.  Fergusson,  A.R.R.C. 
Sister,  tTf.N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  L.  Freshfield,  A.R.R.C, 
Charge  Sister,  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  E.  V.  O.  Gascoigne, 
A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  M.  E. 
Gascoine,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss 
A.  Gray,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;     Miss 

G.  A.  Howe,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  Huffer,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ; 
Miss  M.  Jennings,  A.R.R.C,  M.M.,  Sister-in-Charge, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  MissM.  J.  Jessop,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl.  Res..; 
Miss  N.I.  Jordan,  A.R.R.C,  Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M. 
N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  Leppard,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister,  Civil  Hpl. 
Res.  ;  Miss  J.  McF.  Livingstone,  A.R.R.C,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Lyle.  A.R.R C,  Sister, 
Asst.,  Matron  T.F.N.S.  ;  MissM.  McCormick,  A.R.R.C, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss  M.  A.  Meeke,  A.R.R.C, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Reid-Morrison, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  K.  A.  O'Reillv, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  J.  J.  A.  Paul, 
A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  R.  Pilson, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  Pool,  A.R.R.C,  Sister-in- 
Charge,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  S.  Ram,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M. 
N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  A.  Robertson,  A./Sister,  Civil  HpL.Res.  ; 
Miss  C  Sandbach,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.; 
Miss  E.  Scott-Newton,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Civil  Hpl; 
Res.  ;  Miss  E.  R.  Sloan,  A.R.R.C,  Si.ster-in-Charge. 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  B.  Taylor,  A.R.R.C,  A./Sister, 
Civil  Hpl.  Res.  ;  Miss  L.  M.  Terrill,  A.R.R.C,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  J.  E.  Trotter,  A.R.R.C, 
A./Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  A.  Williams,, 
A./Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  A.  P.Wilson,  A.R.R.C. , 
Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  Wyllie,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Miss  S.  M.  Hoerner,  A.R.R C,  Nursing  Sister  ;  Miss 
S.  P.  Johnson,  A.R.R.C,  Nursing  Sister  ;  Miss  A.  E. 
MacMahon,  Nursing  Sister  ;  Miss  H.  L.  Mcintosh, 
Nursing  Sister  ;  Miss  E.  F.  Pense,  A.R.R.C,  A./Mat- 
ron ;  Miss  L.  G.  Squire,  A.R.R.C,  A./Matron  ;  Miss 
F.  H.  Wylie,  A.R.R.C,  N./Sister. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

Miss  N.  F.  Hill,  Sister  ;  Miss  E.  W.  Jeffries,  A.R.R.C, 
Head  Sister  ;  Miss  C  M.  Keys,  A.R.R.C,  Head  Sister  ; 
Miss  A.  J.Twynam,  Head  Sister. 

New  Zealand  Army  Nursing  Service. 
Miss  B.  M.  Huddleston,  A.R.R.C,  Sister. 

Some  250  awards  of  the  R.R.C.  (Second  Class) 
have  been  bestowed  on  professional  nurses  and 
members  of  V.A.D. 


ROYAL    AIR    FORCE. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
following  rewards  to  Matrons  of  the  Royal  Air 
Force,  in  recognition  of  distinguished  services 
rendered  during  the  war  : — 

Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Miss    C  Cameron,    Q. A. I.M.N.    Service    (Reserve), 
Matron,  R.A.F.  Nursing  Service,  Matlock  ;  Miss  L.  M. 
Holroyde,  Matron,   R.A.F.  Aux.  Hosp.,  Eaton  Square,. 
Ivondon. 

SERVICE     IN     ITALY. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing. 
Services,  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Italy  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Miss  M.  Steenson,  R.R.C,  Principal  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 
Miss  M.  Cockshott,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss 
K.  M.  Latham,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,.Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss- 
M.  E.  Stewart,  A.R.R.C,  Asst.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
-  Second  Class. 
Miss    J.    Crawford,    Staff    Nurse,    Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;. 
Miss  M.  W.  I.  Heaton-EIlis,  V.A.D. ,  Asst.  Nurse,  St. 
John  Amb.  Brig.  ;  Miss  I>.  E.  James,  M.M.,  Asst. 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  B.  Powell-Jenkins,  Sister,. 
T.F.N.S. 

Australian  Army   Nursing   Service. 
Miss  E.  V.  Hutt,  Sister. 


SERVICE     IN    MESOPOTAMIA. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  3ritish  Forces  in  Mesopotamia  : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 
Miss-E.  R.  Collins,  R.R.C,  Sister  (A./Matron), 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  F.  M.  Hodgins,  R.R.C,  Matron 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  MacFarlane,  R.R.C,  Matron,. 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  P.  Stow,  R.R.C,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  Walker,  R.R.C,  Sister 
(A./Matron),  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Cl.ass. 
Miss  M.  M.  Bate,  A.R.R.C,  Asst.  Matron,  l.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  A.  C  Brumwell,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G. 
Burke-Roche,  A.R.R.C.  Matron,  attd.  Q.A.M.N.S.I  ; 
Miss  E.  Cooke,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  D.  A. 
Creed,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  Hay, 
Drummond,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R  :  Miss  S.  L.  Hattcn, 
A.R.R.C  Sister  (A./Matron),  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  Isaac, 
A.R.R.C.  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  Leech, 
A.R.R.C.  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  O.  Marshall,. 
A.R.R.C.  Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.M.N.S.I.  ;  Miss  N.  L. 
Sibley,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E. 
Smithies,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  MissM.  F.  Valentine, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  D.  West,  A.R.R.C. 
Nursing  Sister,  Q.A.M.N.S.I. 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Matron  Mabel  Tunley,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial. 
Military  Nursing  Service. 


June  14,  1919 


CTbe  Brtti0b  3oumal  of  "Wwretno. 


403 


STATE  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSES. 


DEBATE    ON    THE  COLLEGE    OF    NURSINQ, 
LTD.,  BILL  IN   THE  HOUSE  OF  L0RD5. 

{Continued  from  page  390.) 

Lord  Knutsford  Declares  His  Intention 
OF  Voting  for  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  of  the  College. 

Viscount  Knutsford  began  by  reiterating 
'his  time-worn  arguments  with  which  we  are 
all  famiUar  :  (i)  That  Registration  of  Nurses 
will  not  protect  the  public  or  the  nurses  ; 
(2)  that  the  public  do  not  need  protection  against 
nurses  working  in  hospitals  or  whose  sl<;ill  and 
character  are  guaranteed  by  hospitals  or  institu- 
tions, or  against  district  nurses,  village  nurses, 
cottage  nurses,  who  are  working  under  a 
Committee  who  are  responsible  for  them. 
The  only  nurses,  therefore,  that  the  public  want 
protection  against  are  those  who  are  working 
on  their  own  ;  but  even  of  that  limited  number, 
you  do  not  want  protection  against  any  nurse 
who  is  engaged  by  a  doctor. 

Lord  Knutsford  argued  further  that  Registra- 
tion is  perfectly  useless  unless  there  is  combined 
with  it  a  penal  enactment  that  nobody  is  to 
nurse  or  to  practise,  unless  registered — ^as  un- 
registered women  would  be  able  to  put  "  nurse  " 
over  their  doors.  You  could  not  make  it  a  penal 
offence  for  an  unregistered  woman  to  nurse. 
If  you  did  that,  you  would  stamp  out  some  of  the 
very  best  work  that  is  being  done  in  the  whole 
cduntiy.  You  would  stamp  out  all  the  district 
nurses  who  do  not  happen  to  have  had  the  full 
hospital  training,  though  they  are  able  to  do 
God's  own  work  in  every  village  they  live  in, 
you  would  stamp  out  cottage  nurses,  you  would 
stamp  out  village  nurses^  and  no  V.A.D.  could 
do  any  bit  of  nursing  she  felt  inclined  to  do. 

Lord  Knutsford  said  lurther  that  a  large  meeting 
of  hospital  Matrons,  and  another  oi  all  the  hospitals 
held  recently  were  unanimously  in  favour  of 
Lord  Goschen's  Bill.  He  then  made  a  complete 
volte  face  and  said  he  was  certainly  going  to  vote 
for  Lord  Goschen's  Bill,  that  he  felt  he  was 
now  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness.  He  must 
therefore  take  the  best  course  he  could,  and 
without  admitting  that"  he  had  been  wrong, 
must  do  his  best  to  rectify  what  the  House  might 
think    his    mistake. 

1  am,  he  said,  quite  convinced — and  that  is 
what  niakes  me  vote  for  this  Bill  against  all 
the  principles  I  have  held  so  long — that  this  Bill 
will  be  for  the  benefit  of  nursing.  I  do  hope  that 
your  Lordships  will  give  it  a  Second  Reading, 
and  when  it  is  given  a  Second  Reading,  do  let  us 
try  and  get  from  the  representative  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  whom  I  see  here,  some 
assurance  that,  whatever  differences  thjere  are 
between  the  two  Bills,  whatever  councils  are  set 
up,  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  or  a 
■Committee. 


Lord  Knutsford  Advises  Parliament  to  Force 
A  Council  upon  the  Nurses. 
You  cannot  get  an  agreement.  But  you  may 
get  a  Council  forced  upon  them  which  will  carry 
the  confidence  of  nurses  after  the  first  sore  feelings 
have  passed  off.  For  what  my  opinion  is  worth, 
I  beg  you  to  give  this  Bill  a -Second  Reading. 

"  Jumping  a  Claim." 

The  Marquess  of  Crewe  said  that  the  subject 
was  one  with  which  some  years  ago  he  had  been 
closely  concerned,  as  Ajrhen  Lord  Ampthill's  Bill 
had  been  before  the  House  some  eleven  or  twelve 
years  ago  he  had  filled  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Council,  and  was  consequently  the  Minister 
concerned  with  the  subject. 

Since  that  time  there  had  been  a  definite 
novelty  in  the  situation  by  the  establishment  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  (a  Limited  Liability 
Company  cannot  bear  the  title,  "  Royal." — Ed.) 
He  had  not  been  able  to  keep  ap  any  continuous 
knowledge  of  this  question,  or  of  the  claim  of 
the  College  of  Nursing  to  a  paramount  place. 
Without  more  knowledge,  he  did  not  feel  able 
either  to  support  or  dispute  that  plea. 

We  are  (continued  Lord  Crewe)  in  this  further 
difficulty,  that  we  have  not  got  before  us  yet  the 
other  Bill,  which  I  suppose  ought  to  reach  us 
soon  after  Whitsuntide  and  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  either  for  or  against  this  Bill  without 
having  seen  the  other  appears  to  me  an  a  most 
impossible  course  to  take.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, it  appears  to  me  that  the  wisest  course  for  us 
to  take  is  that  which  has  been  favoured  by  my 
noble  friend  who  has  just  sat  down — namely,  that 
this  Bill  should  receive  a  Second  Reading,  but  a 
Second  Reading  which  does  not  imply  any  recog- 
nition of  its  superiority  (if  it  is  superior)  to  the 
other  measure. 

The  noble  Viscount,  Lord  Goschen,  appears  to 
have  been  almost  accused  of  what  is  known  as 
"  jumping  a  claim,"  in  having  introduced  this 
measure  before  the  other  Bill  has  reached  us. 
I  think  we  ought  to  regard  this  one  altogether 
without  prejudice  until  -^e  have  seen  the  other. 
When  the  other  comes,  if  your  Lordships  are  so 
impressed  by  its  superiority  over  this  measure 
it  could  be  proceeded  with  ;  or  if  we  are  not  able, 
after  it  has  been  read  a  second  time,  to  decide 
that  it  is  definitely  superior  to  this,  then  I  trust 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  will  recommend 
the  course  of  sending  both  to  a  Select  Committee. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  serious  waste  of  time  need 
be  involved  in  that  course — that  is  to  say,  not  such 
waste  of  time  as  will  prevent  the  chosen  Bill,  the 
ultimate  Bill,  from  becoming  law  this  year. 
That  we  all  hope  some  such  measure  will  do. 
We  know  very  well — and  my  noble  friend  here 
(Ix>rd  Knutsford)  recognises  the  fact — that  the 
establishment  of  a  Register  is  strongly  demanded 
by  the  vast  majority  of  the  nurses  themselves. 
I  think  that  is  quite  enough  for  us.  That  being  so, 
we  ought  not  to  delay  any  longer  than  can  possibly 
be  helped.  But  it  clearly  will  be  idle  to  proceed 
with  this  Bill  in  any  way  until  we  have  seen  the 
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other ;  therefore  I  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  adopt  the  course  I  venture  to 
support. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  Fears  Delay. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  question  of  registration  of  nurses  had  been 
far  too  long  delayed.  Yet  Lord  Goschen  who 
admitted  this  had  introduced  a  Bill  on  the  top  of 
the  Bill  that  had  passed  its  Second  Reading  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  gone  through  the  Com- 
mittee stage  ;  and  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  would  be  to  delay  the  matter  very  much. 
The  noble  Viscount  said  his  measure  had  the 
spirit  of  democracy  in  it.  I  must  (said  the  Earl 
of  Mayo)  point  out  that  what  nurses  want  on  the 
Council  are  not  persons  to  represent  them  ;  they 
want  personal  representation  themselves.  That  is 
the  point  which  they  make  above  all  things, 
and  I  think  that  that  matter  should  be  considered 
by  this  House,  and  very  seriously  considered. 
After  all,  nurses  are  a  body  for  whom  we  have 
the  greatest  respect.  During  this  war,  many 
have  sacrificed  their  lives,  and  we  owe  a  great 
deal  to  the  nurses.  .  .  I  should  like  to  support 
Lord  Ampthill  on  these  grounds — that  -there  is  a 
Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons  now,  and  that 
Bill  is  likely  to  come  up  to  us,  as  the  noble  Marquess 
said,  after  Whitsuntide.  "Why  should  the  whole 
issue  be  confused  by  another  Bill  ?  I  think  it 
is  much  better  that  the  House  should  consider 
the  House  of  Commons  Bill  and  not  vote  for  that 
of  the  noble  Viscount. 

The  Marquess  of  Dufferin  and  Ava  Prefers 
"  The  Old  Love." 

The  Marquess  of  Dufferin  and  Ava  said 
that  they  had  already  been  reminded  how,  in 
1908,  they  passed  another  Bill,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  that  if  they  supported  the  second  reading 
of  the  one  before  the  House,  they  would  be 
forsaking  an  old  love  for  a  new  one,  and  that  the 
old  love  was  far  and  away  the  most  attractive. 
He  then  commented  on  the  promise  made  by 
the  College  in  regard  to  Registration,  by  which 
so  many  nurses  had  been  induced  to  join  it. 
Those  who  opposed  the  Bill  of  the  College  of 
Nursing  did  so  on  several  grounds.  It  was  a 
hospital  governors'  and  matrons'  Bill,  and  there 
was  not  amongst  those  who  composed  it  a  single 
working  nurse.  The  Council  of  the  College  was 
composed  of  matrons,  hospital  governors  and 
medical  practitioners.  Lord  DufEerin  said  that  the 
reason  so  many  nurses  distrusted  the  College  of 
Nursing  Bill  was  because  the  College  was  so 
obviously  working  for  its  own  hand.  Its  Council 
was  composed  of  many  persons  who  had  strenuously 
opposed  the  registration  of  nurses  and  he  did 
not  think  it  unfair  to  suggest  that  what  was  in 
their  minds  was  that  they  should  produce  their 
own  Bill,  which  would  still  keep  the  nurses  under 
their  domination.  Registration  really  meant  the 
abolition   of   cheap   nursing   labour. 

Referring  to  the  inclination  of  the  Press  to 
support  Lord  Goschen' s  Bill,  Lord  Dufferin  com- 


mented on  the  considerable  sums  spent  in  adver- 
tisements by  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses 
which  was  raised  to  endow  the  College  of  Nursing. 
Without  throwing  any  doubt  on  the  genuineness 
of  the  convictions  of  the  Press,  he  thought  per- 
haps, the  sentiment  "  You  scratch  my  back  and 
I  will  scratch  yours,"  might  have  reacted  a  little 
between  the  Press  g,nd  the  College  of  Nursing. 
Personally  he  felt  so  much  indebted  to  nurses 
that  he  intended  to  do  what  he  could  to  further 
their  best  interests.   ■ 

Lord  Greville  Wishes  to  see  Both  Bills. 
Lord  Greville  supported  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  there  was  another 
Bill  in  another  place,  and  that  their  Lordships 
could  form  their  judgment  later  on  when  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  both  Bills. 

A  Bill  to   Camouflage   the   Real  Issue. 

Earl  Russell  said  he  had  always  been  in 
favour  of  the'  registration  of  Nurses  on  grounds 
which  affected  all,  because  they  recognised  it 
raises  the  natural  status  of  Nurses,  and  gives 
security  to  the  public.  When  he  saw  that  the 
House  was  going  to  be  invited  to  read  a  second 
time  a  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  he  was  naturally 
pleased  and  gratified.  But  when  he  learned 
that  the  Bill  was  likely  to  be  supported  by  Lord 
Knutsford,  he  developed  what  he  thought  was 
not  altogether  an  unreasonable  bias.  The  noble 
Lord  had  told  the  House  that  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to  the  registration  of  Nurses  alto- 
gether, and  when  he  found  a  reform  introduced 
in  two  forms  [a]  and  [b)  and  the  person-  who  had 
always  been  most  bitterly  opposed  to  that  change 
supported  one,  he  felt  it  all  the  more  certain  that 
the  other  form  was  the  most  efiective,  because 
he  would  support  the  one  which  it  was  likely  would 
go  the  less  way  to  carry  out  that  which  he  did  not 
like.  That  appeared  to  be  ordinary  common 
sense. 

Their  Lordships  were  aware  probably  that 
the  other  Bill  had  progressed  a  considerable 
way  in  another  place ;  it  had,  in  fact,  passed 
the  Standing  Committee.  In  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee Amendments  had  been  proposed  and 
moved  on  behalf  of -the  Government  and  incor- 
porated in  the  Bill,  and  certain  compromise 
Amendments  had  been  assented  to.  If  that  was  so 
it  was  rather  peculiar,  when  that  Bill  was  almost 
on  the  threshold  of  their  Lordship's  House,  they 
should  find  this  body  introducing  in  that  House, 
with  a  view  of  confusing  the  issue,  a  Bill  which 
proposed  the  Registration  of  Nurses  in  a  totally 
different  way. 

I  am  a  believer,  continued  Lord  Russell,  in  the 
principle  of  self-government,  and  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  take  up  the  noble  Viscount  on  his 
statement,  which  certainly  astonished  me,  that 
the  majority  of  nurses  are  in  favour  of  his  Bill. 
If  I  was  satisfied  that  that  was  so  I  should  be 
prepared  to  support  the  Bill.  .  .  .  What 
evidence  is  there  to  be  produced,  or  that  has  been 
produced,  that  the  majority  of  nurses  favour  the 
Bill  now  before  your  Lordships'  House  ?     I  see^no 
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signs  of  it ;  and  it  is  an  ingeniousjway  of  getting 
the  thing  up. 

The  position  is  this;  Women  now  have  the  vote  ; 
they  have  to  be  considered  more  than  they  used  to 
be.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  say,  "  I  do  not  hke  the 
registration  of  nurses."  Women  are  now  hkely 
to  get  what  they  insist  on  having,  and  the  noble 
Lord  tells  us  that  he  recognises  they  must  have 
registration.  But,  he  says,  "  let  me  see  how  I 
can  make  it  as  little  harmful  as  possible."  The 
College  of  Nursing,  Limited,  does  not  attract  the 
nurses  by  the  force  of  its  own  virtue  or  its  past 
history  (which  is  a  short  one)  but  it  attracts  them 
by  the  remarkable  circular  to  which  your  Lordships' 
attention  has  already  been  called,  and  of  which,  I 
think,  it  is  worth  while  reading  the  exact  words — 

"  Every  certificated  nurse  should  apply  at  once  for 
registration  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  (i)  Because 
the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing  has  drafted  a 
Nurses  Registration  Bill  which  provides  that  the 
Register  already  formed  by  the  College  of  Nursing 
shall  be  the  first  Register  under  the  Act.  If,  therefore, 
you  are  on  the  College  Register,  you  will  automatically 
and  without  further  fee,  be  placed  upon  the  State 
Register,  when  the  Nurses  Registration  IBill  is  passed." 

That  sort  of  statement  does  not  take  in  your 
Lordships,  or  any  lawyer,  or  anybody  with  Parlia- 
mentary experience.  But  what  does  a  nurse 
think  when  she  receives  a  statement  like  that  ? 
She  naturally  takes  it  at  its  face  value,  and  she 
probably  takes  it  for  granted  that  it  is  a  proper 
and  natural  way  of  getting  on  the  Register,  and 
that  if  she  wishes  to  be  in  her  proper  place  she 
should  get  on  the  Register  of  this  College  of 
Nursing  as  soon  as  possible.  In  that  way  you 
get  a  large  membership,  and  you  come  to  this 
House  and  say,  "  This  should  be  the  dominant 
body  because  it  has  the  largest  membership." 

I  am  not  prepared  to  analyse  in  any  detail,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  do  so,  the  exact 
method  of  election  to  the  Council  as  between  the 
two  Bills.  I  think  the  Council  which  gives 
direct  representation — ^which  gives  them  the 
representation  for  which  they  ask  and  insist — is 
in  the  Bill  which  is  not  before  your  Lordships' 
House.  I  think  your  Lordships  would  be  unwise 
to  confuse  the  issue  by  giving  a  Second  Reading  to 
this  Bill.  The  noble  Marquess  said  that  we  could 
give  a  Second  Reading  to  the  Bill  without  assenting 
to  the  principle  of  the  measure  ;  but  if  we  went  to 
a  Division  it  is  difficult  to  say  we  have  not  assented 
to  the  principle,  and  I  think  you  would  have 
prejudiced  the  issue  in  an  unfortunate  way.  If 
this  is  the  proper  way  to  constitute  the  governing 
body  of  nurses  it  will  be  perfectly  easy  to  do  so 
by  an  Amendment  to  the  other  Bill  when  it  comes 
before  us. 

Notwithstanding  the  statement  of  Lord  Knuts- 
ford,  that  there  is  a  majority  of  nursing  opinion 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  of  it.  The  opinion  I  have  formed  from 
all  the  literature  I  have  read — and  I  have  taken 
some  pains  to  inform  myself  on  the  subject — is 
that  the  overwhelming  mass  of  nurses  are  opposed 
tooth  and  nail  to  this  Bill,  and  even  if  it  were  to 
become  law — though  I   am   convinced  it  would 


not  pass  the  other  House — you  would  find  an 
unofficial  Register  compiled  in  opposition  to  it.  I 
hope  that  your  Lordships  will  hesitate  to  give  a 
Second  Reading  to  a  Bill  which  is  merely  intended 
to  camouflage  the  real  issue. 

An  Unfor-funate  Position. 

Lord  Buckmaster  thought  it  unfortunate  that 
they  were  called  upon  to  decide  a  matter  in  a 
manner  which  prevented  them  from  really  being 
able  to  comprehend  the  issues  involved.  He 
advocated  having  the  whole  matter  thrashed  out 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  also  advocated  that  the 
Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

The   View   of   the   President   of   the   Local 
Govern  MEN  tJBoard. 

Viscount  Sandhurst,  as  we  have  already 
reported,  expressed  the  hope  of  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  the  Bill  should 
be  given  a  Second  Reading  on  the  ground  that 
it  embodied  the  principle  of  registration  for  which 
the  Government  desired  to  secure  legislative 
authority  as  a  protection  for  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion itself  and  also  for  the  public.  Having  said 
that,  it  was  his  duty  to  add  that  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  commit  the  Government  in  any  way  to 
the  bodies  described,  nor  to  the  actual  College  so 
described  in  the  Bill.  His  Right  Hon.  Friend 
proposed  to  see  how  far  it  was  possible  to  get  some 
agreement,  or  how  much  of  each  Bill  could  be 
taken  in  the  near  future,  or  immediately,  as  the 
basis  of  a  really  good  Bill. 

Lord  Sandhurst  said  that  there  was  no  room 
for  any  doubt  whatever  that  the  nurses  as  a  whole 
— he  believed  almost  without  exception — desired 
some  form  of  registration,  and  that  would  be 
a  sufficient  reason  for  supporting  the  general 
principle.  He  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
Parliament  would  agree  to  leave  to  a  private  body, 
or  even  to  a  statutory  body,  a  dominant  position  as 
to  the  conditions  oi  the  first  Register.  That 
Register  must  necessarily  include  a  large  number 
of  nurses  of  a  training  below  the  standard  that 
would  be  considered  satisfactory  in  the  case  of 
applications  subsequently  for  admission  to  the 
Register.  "  Look,"  said  his  Lordship,  "  at  the 
number  of  V.A.D.s  who  have  served  the  country 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  who  are  not  qualified 
by  examination  certificates,  but  who  have  done 
most  noble  and  self-sacrificing  work.  That  work 
deserves  consideration.  There  should  therefore 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill  some  guidance  as  to  admis- 
sion to  the  first  Register." 

In,  conclusion  Lord  Sandhurst  supported  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

On  Question  whether  the  word  "  now  "  shall 
stand  part  of  the  original  Motion  ? 

Their  Lordships  divided :  Contents  62 ;  Not 
Contents  22. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  Bill  read 
a  second  time  accordingly. 
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THIS   SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


BILL   FOR   STATE    REGISTRATION    OF 
NURSES. 


PROVISION   FOR    EXISTING    NUR5ES. 

During  the  last  few  weeks  letters  have  showered 
upon  us  indicating  that  nurses  have  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  Bill  of  the  Central  Committee 
is  calculated  to  allow  V.A.D.s  and  other  partially 
trained  people  to  have  their  names  placed  on  the 
State  Register  on  the  passage  of  the  Bill  into  law, 
and  apparently  some  people  have  even  gone  the 
length  of  stating  that  the  Register  of  the  R.B.N.A. 
has  been  thrown  open  to  the  same  unqualified 
workers,  without  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
those  responsible  for  the  statement  to  prove  the 
accuracy  of  the  information  given  by  addressing 
an  enquiry  to  the  office.  As,  every  day,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  has  to  be  given  up  to 
explain  the  position  of  affairs  in  connection  with 
the  sub-section  dealing  with  the  qualifications 
of  those  whose  names  shall  be  entered  on  the 
Register  during  the  three  years'  term  of  grace, 
it  seems  desirable  that  we  should  publish  some 
explanation  in  the  official  organ  of  the  Corpora- 
.  tion. 

In  the  first  place,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  frank 
with  the  members,  we  may  state  that,  during  the 
period  of  grace,  a  number  of  nurses  will  be  able 
to  have  their  names  put  on  the  Register  who  do 
not  possess  a  three  years'  certificate  of  training, 
because,  whatever  may  be  the  views  of  the  nurses 
individually,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  of  the 
Central  Committee  and  of  the  Bill  of  the  College 
of  Nursing  all  reaUse  that  Parliament  would  never 
consent  to  take  from  women  who  have  attained 
to  a  certain  standard  of  training  and  who  have 
been  in  bona-fide  practice  for  numbers  of  years, 
the  means  of  earning  their  livelihood.  We  must 
recognise  the  fact  that  if  the  Bill  were  to  provide 
that  only  those  who  hold  a  certificate  of  three 
years'  training  should  be  admitted  to  the  Register 
during  the  three  years'  term  of  grace,  several 
Matrons  and  Superintendents  of  Nurses,  who  hold 
or  have  held  high  positions  in  the  nursing  world, 
would  not  be  permitted  to  register  and  there  are 
many  others  besides  who,  if  they  have  not 
attained  to  positions  of  equal  prominence,  have 
upheld  quite  as  faithfully  and  as  well  the  traditions 
and    standards    of    their    honourable    profession. 


In  order  that  no  injustice  may  be  done  to  such 
and  also  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  nurses,  now  in 
practice,  sitting  for  examination,  a  special  clause 
had  to  be  drafted  to  be  operative  only  during  the 
first  three  years  after  the  Bill  becomes  law.  In 
another  part  of  each  of  the  Bills,  a  clause  is 
inserted  dealing  with  the  qualifications  for 
admission  to  the  Register  after  the  period  of 
grace    is    over. 

It  is  with  the  sub-section,  dealing  with  the 
qualifications  for  admission  to  the  Register  during 
the  three  years'  term  of  grace,  that  this  article 
is  principally  concerned  and  we  will  now  quote 
this  sub-section  [a]  as  it  appears  in  the  Bill  as 
drafted  by  the  Central  Committee  and  submitted 
to  Standing  Committee  E,  [h)  the  corresponding 
sub-section  in  the  Bill  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
and  [c)  the  sub-section  in  the  Bill  of  the  Central 
Committee  as  amended  by  Standing  Committee  E 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  will  be  noted  that 
the  Bill  as  drafted  by  the  Central  Committee  is  the 
only  one  which  stipulates  for  "  training  "  as  a 
qualification  for  admission  to   the   Register. 

The  following  is  the  sub-section,  regarding 
which  misunderstandings  have  arisen  as  it 
appears  in  the  drafts  above  referred  to  : — 

[a)  "  produces  evidence  satisfactory  to  the 
Council  of  Training  prescribed  by  the  Rules 
formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  has, 
in  addition,  been  for  at  least  three  years  in 
bona  fide  practice  as  a  nurse." 

[b)  "  Any  person  whO;  within  three  years 
from  the  passing  of  this  Act,  claims  to  be  registered 
thereunder  shall  be  so  registered,  provided  such 
a  person  is  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
is  of  good  character,  and  is  qualified  for  Regis- 
tration under  such  conditions  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by   Rules  under  this  Act." 

[c)  "  produces  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  Council 
of  having  been  for  at  least  three  years  in  bona  fide 
practice  as  a  nurse  in  attendance  upon  the'  sick,  and 
as  to  the  conditions  under  which  she  was  so  engaged." 
In  communications  placed  before  the  nurses  in 
connection  with  this  clause,  as  amended  by  the 
Standing  Committee,  we  have  invariably  found 
that  the  words  in  italics  have  been  omitted. 
When  we  examine  the  sub-section  in  the  College 
Bill,  as  quoted  above,  it  is  contemptible  to  find 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  scrambling  desperately 
on  to  a  pedestal  of  virtue  and  pointing  an  oppro- 
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brious  finger  at  the  clause  as  amended  by  the 
Government.  It  is  certainly  not  legitimate  that 
they  should  whitewash  the  outside  of  their  own 
cup  and  platter  by  quoting  a  portion  only  of  the 
Government's  amendment,  thereby  bringing  half 
truths  to  the  aid  of  many  former  misrepresenta- 
tions to  the  nurses.  The  truth  is  that  because 
the  College  becomes  liable  for  14,000  guineas  if 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  is  passed,  it  is 
manipulating  many  unsuspecting  nurses  in  order 
that  they  shall  wreck  their  Bill  and  thus  destroy 
the  chances  of  protection  more  urgently  required 
for  the  nurses  than  ever  before. 

In  the  light  of  the  attitude  of  criticism  adopted 
towards  the  amended  sub-section  it  is  somewhat 
amusing  to  note  that  even  when  the  three  years' 
term  of  grace  has  elapsed  no  assurance  is  given  in 
the  College  Bill  that  a  nurse  will  require  to  spend 
a  definite  period  in  "a  hospital  or  hospitals," 
and  probably  this  helps  to  account  for  Lord 
Knutsford's  conversion  to  a  measure  tor  State 
Registration. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  nurses  who  join  the  College 
and  support  its  Bill  are  signing  a  blank  cheque 
to  be  filled  in  by  they  know  not  precisely  whom 
but  certainly  by  those  who  employ  them  and 
not  by  themselves — a  blank  cheque  indeed  to  be 
drawn  on  their  own  liberties  and  economic  inde- 
pendence. When  the  promoters  of  the  College 
Bill  hold  up  the  clause  in  the  Bill  as  amended  by 
the  Government  they  should  be  prepared  to 
show  a  definite  provision  in  their  own  Bill  that 
nurses  entering  the  State  Register  during  the 
years  of  grace  can  claim  to  be    "  trained," 

For  the  information  of  any  readers  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  who  may  have 
doubts  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  clause,  as  it  now 
stands  in  the  amended  draft,  we  may  add  that 
the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  Central  Committee 
are  taking  steps  to  have  the  word  "  training  " 
which  was  omitted  in  Committee  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
re-introduced  into  their  Bill  but  even  as  it  now 
stands  the  Bill  is  infinitely  more  safe  than  that 
promoted  by  the  College  Company 


ANNUAL  MEETINQ. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  will 
take  place  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish 
Square,  on  Monday,  June  30th,  at  3  p.m.,  when 
it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  good  attendance  of 
the  Members. 


tLECTION    OF    THE   GENERAL   COUNCIL. 

We  draw  the  attention  of  Members  to  the  fact 
that  letters  should  not  be  enclosed  in  the  envelope 
in  which  is  returned  to  the  office  the  ballot  paper 
forwarded  to  each  Member  of  the  Association  last 
week,  as  those  envelopes  which  have  the  words 
"  ballot  paper  "  written  upon  them  will  not  be 
opened  until  they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
scrutineers  just  before  the  Annual  Meeting.  We 
would  remind  our  Members  that  it  is  necessary  to 
read  carefully  the  directions  given  on  the  ballot 


sheets  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  spoilt  papers, 
and  that  each  Member  may  exercise  her  right  to 
vote  to  the  full  extent  to  which  the  By-laws  of  the 
Corporation  entitle  her.  Under  the  By-laws  there 
must  be  an  equal  number  of  Medical  Men,  Matrons, 
and  Nurses  on  the  Council  of  the  Corporation  and 
this  ensures  that  all  interests  shall  be  properly 
represented,  but  it  behoves  the  Members  ot  the 
Corporation  to  give  careful  consideration  to  the 
election  and  to  vote  for  those  who,  in  their  opinion, 
are  best  qualified  to  manage  the  business  of  their 
Association  in  order  that  it  and  its  Royal  Charter 
may  be  used  to  the  utmost  extent  possible 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  profession  and 
its  members.  We  hope  that  each  Member  will 
make  a  point  of  recording  her  votes  and  returning 
the  Ballot  Paper  before  the  Annual  Meeting  takes 
place  on  30th  inst. 


MARRIAGES. 

Miss  Henrietta  Ward,  R.R.C.,  was  married  to 
Lieut. -Colonel  Lambert,  R.A.M.C.,  on  June  4th. 
Mrs.  Lambert  worked  for  several  years  during 
the  war  at  the  Fourth  Northern  General  Hospital, 
and  among  the  members  of  the  staff  she  has  been 
very  popular  indeed  The  bride's  presents  in- 
cluded a  silver  cake  stand  from  the  Matrons, 
a  Crown  Derby  tea  set  from  the  members  of  the 
Territoiial  Staff  at  the  Hospital,  an  antique 
oriental  tray  frorn  the  members  of  the  Voluntary 
Aid  Detachment  connected  \\'ith  the  hospital, 
a  beautiful  hand-bag  from  the  ladies  who  have 
done  the  needlework  for  the  hospital  since  it 
opened  and  a  jewel  case  and  silver  teaspoons  from 
the  servants. 

The  marriage  recently  took  place  of  Miss  Daisy 
Hobbs  to  Captain  Lo-wTy  Turner,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  there  rarely  was  a  prettier  bride  than 
this  young  Member  of  the.  Association  who, 
although  always  very  busy  before  her  marriage, 
yet  found  time  to  take  a  sincere  and  practical 
part  in  helping  forward  the  State  Registration 
movement.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  she  has  not 
lost  any  of  her  interest  in  the  Association  and 
already  we  are  indebted  to  her  and  to  her  husband 
for  help  in  connection  with  the  Bill.  We  number 
among  our  supporters  a  few  young  married 
Members  who,  although  not  now  practising  as 
nurses,  nor  likely  to  do  so  again,  are  yet  helping 
most  ardently  and  loyally  those  who  were  their 
fellow-workers  in  other  days  and  whom  they  still 
legard  as  comrades  in  the  long  drawn  out  struggle 
for  the  organisation  of  the  profession  whose 
interests  they  have  deeply  at  heart. 

We  offer  to  both  brides  our  best  wishes  for  a  life- 
time of  happiness. 


Members  will  find  notices  of  interest  inserted 
under  the  heading  of  "  Coming  Events  "  in  another 
column,  and  information  of  the  Association  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Secretary  at  the  official  address. 

(Signed)     Isabel  Macdonalu, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
ID,  Orchard  Street,  London,  W. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Miss  Grace  Ellison,  delegate  of  the  French 
Ministry  of  War,  whose  portrait  we  publish 
with  the  kind  consertt  of  the  Editor  of  the 
Gentlewoman,  stood  firmly  for  the  three  years' 
standard  when  inaugurating  the  French  Flag 
Nursing  Corps.  "  Only  the  best  is  good 
enough  for  oui*  great  Ally  "  was  the  motto  of 
the  Committee,  and  there  is  now  plenty  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  wisdom  of  its  policy. 
Had  other  Nursing 
Services  taken  the 
same  loyal  stand 
towards  the  Nursing 
Profession  we  should 
have  no  fear  of 
V.A.D. 's  demanding 
registration  during 
the  term  of  grace,  as 
foreshadowed  in  the 
speech  of  Lord  Sand- 
hurst in  the  debate 
on  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  Bill 
in  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  Bill  as 
drafted  provides  for 
any  number  of  Sup- 
plementary Regis- 
ters. 


has  quite  a  high  opinion — but  evidently  trained 
nurses  have  aroused  her  ire.     She  writes  thus  : 

"  Personally  I  have  long  had  a  theory  that 
women  are  not  meant  to  be  nurses.  It  brings 
out  all  that  is  worst  in  them.  The  love  of 
routine  for  its  own  sake  is  fostered  in  them. 
Evidently  nursing  is  a  thing,  like  love-making, 
which  should  never  become  a  profession." 

Let  us  hope  when,  if  ever,  Miss  Jesse  is 
seriously  ill,  and  employs  an  unprofessional 
person  to  minister  to  her,   she    may    have  no 

cause  to  learn  the 
lesson  of  her  life  ! 


As  the  result  of  an 
appeal  for  the  Edith 
Cavell  Homes  of  Rest 
for  Nurses,  in  Farm 
Street  Church,  a 
cheque  for  ;^88  15s. 
6d.  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  insti- 
tution. 


In  a  desolate  quarry 
midway  between 
Bodmin  and  Camel- 
ford,  on  the  moors  of 
North  Cornwall,  says 
the  Daily  Chronicle, 
a  memorial  is  being 
fashioned  out  of 
granite  to  the 
memory  of  Nurse 
Cavell. 

This  figure  repre- 
sents a  woman,  with 
arms  half  upraised, 
nursing  a  little  child 

on  her  lap,  whilst  underneath,  on  the  base  of 
the  monument,  is  carved  a  cross.  The  group  is 
symbolical  of  the  stronger  nations  protecting 
the  weaker  States,  whilst  the  cross  is  the 
emblem  of  mercy. 

Miss  Tennyson  Jesse  is  not  very  flattering  to 
our  profession  in  her  new  book,  "  The  Sword 
of  Deborah,"  in  which  she  lightly  dismisses  the 
great  part  played  by  nurses  in  the  war.  Of 
W.A.A.C.s  and  F.A.N. Y.s  and  others,  who 
had  "comparatively  easy  and  exciting  work,  she 


MISS    URACe     ELLISON, 

Who   was    appointed    a    delegrate    to    the    Ministry    of 

War  by  the  French  Qovernment  and  Director-Oeneral 

of  the  French   Flas:  Nursing:  Corps.      She  is  an  officer 

of  tiie   French   Academy. 


of  beino- 


The  Superinten- 
dent  of  Queen's 
Nurses  at  Brighton 
is  in  urgent  need  of 
some  hypodermic 
syringes,  which  are 
now  very  expensive, 
and  will  be  pleased 
to  receive  them  at 
14,  Wellington  Road, 
Brighton,  if  Matrons 
or  Commandants  of 
any  of  the  numerous 
military  hospitals  in 
Sussex  now  closing 
down  can  spare  them 
for  the  use  of  the  sick 
poor.  Brighton  is 
such  a  wealthy  town 
it  should  provide 
from  its  superfluity 
all  the  needs  of  its 
poor,  but  it  has  not 
too   lavish   in   gifts   of 


the  character 
charity. 

Among  recent  gifts  to  the  London  Hospital 
has  been  a  cheque  for  ;^i,55o  sent  by  an 
anonymous  donor  for  the  purchase  of  a  house 
to  be  used  as  a  hostel  for  pregnant  women 
who  are  undergoing  treatment  at  the  hos- 
pital. Sir  Frederick  Green,  the  vice-president, 
has  also  sent  ;^i,oc)0,  and  a  munificent  gift  of 
;^i5,ooo  has  been  sent  by  the  Goldsmiths* 
Company  to  found  a  Chair  of  Bacteriology. 
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"  Good-bye.     Hasn't  it  been  great  !  " 

"  Splendid  !  much  nicer  than  I  expected. 
Here's  a  taxi.     Good-bye  again."  ^ 

Camp  was  just  over,  and  the  Campites,  having 
come  up  from  the  country  together,  were  fare- 
welling  each  other  amid  the  crowds  and  noise  and 
bustle  of  a  London  platform  on  Friday,  June  5th. 

The  Nurses'  Missionary  League  held  its  camp 
this  year  at  the  most  delightful  spot  (out  of  many) 
I  have  seen  in  England — Old  Jordan's  Hostel,  a 
house  in  the  middle  of  orchards,  beech  woods,and 
buttercup  fields  near  Beaconsfield,  Bucks.  Long, 
low  farm  buildings  are  transformed  into  spotless 
dormitories,  and  the  "  Dutch  Garden,"  with  its 
quaint  bricked  paths  and  its  "  tadpole  pond,"  its 
clumps  of  tall  scarlet  poppies  and  blue  lupin  make 
it  a  very  choice  spot — one  which  was  made  for 
camps.  There  were  about  eighteen  of  us  at  the 
Camp,  and  one  or  two  more  came  down  for  a 
week-end  or  "  day-off,"  as  Jordan's  is  in  easy 
reach  of  London. 

Everyone  was  met  on  arrival  and  seen  off  when 
the  time  came  round,  and  everyone  had  tea 
brought  to  them  in  bed  in  the  morning — details, 
perhaps,  but  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  kind  of 
nurse. 

Our  party  represented  private  and  hospital 
nurses.  Sisters  and  pros.,  the  Q.A.LM.N.S.  uni- 
form and  the  most  unofficial  mufti  that  nurses  on 
holiday  could  desire.  Four  of  the  Sisters  were 
home  on  leave  from  Mission  Hospitals  in  the  East. 
One  hailed  from  some  place  with  several  inches  of 
African  name  situated  on  the  Congo.  Another 
from  a  different  part  of  Afiica  told  us  thrilling  tales 
of  cannibal  tribes  and  plain  tales  of  her  life  and 
work  among  them,  behind  which  one  could  read 
unbounded  courage  and  strong  endurance.  Her 
"  hobby  "  was  spare  black  babies,  and  apparently 
h^r  collection  is  going  on  apace. 

A  third  spoke  of  her  up-to-date  women's 
hospital  in  India,  and  again  another  of  bullet- 
wound  cases  due  to  the  fearful  blood  feuds  still 
carried  on  by  the  Afghans  and  Border  clans  of  the 
Frontier.  It  was  hard  to  believe  that  the  pro- 
portion of  all  kinds  of  workers  for  the  people  of 
India,  doctors,  and  nurses  included,  is  in  a.d.  1919 
one  to  forty  thousand,  and  harder  still  to  hear 
that  it  is  British  Nursing  Sisters  who  are  wanted 
most.  We  felt  rather  like  the  lad  who  volunteered 
for  active  service,  and  on  being  told  he  was 
undersized  and  unfit,  persisted,  "  Any  old  job  so 
long  as  I'm,  in  it." 

The  weather  favoured  us  ;  energetic  folk  walked 
or  cycled,  and  we  took  tea  out  and  brought  snap- 
shots home.  In  the  evenings  we  would  meet  for 
"  the  real  thing,"  and  we  were  not  disappointed. 

But  if  I  yarn  further  about  the  good  time  we  had 
at  camp  there  will  be  hundreds  applying  for  room 
at  the  next  camp,  and  what  would  the  Secretaries 
do  then,  poor  things  ? 

(Signed)     "  A  Demobbed  Q.A." 


The  General  Meeting  of  the  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses'  League  will  be  held  in  the 
Clinical  Theatre,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
on  Saturday,  July  5th,  at  2.30  p.m.  After  the 
usual  business  Miss  Heath  and  Miss  C.  M. 
Weatherley  will  relate  some  of  their  war  experi- 
ences. At  4  p.m.  there  will  be  a  social  gathering 
in  the  Great  Hall  and  music  arranged  by  Sister 
Colston. 


THE     IRISH    NURSES'    ASSOCIATION. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses 
Association  was  held  at  the  Committee  Rooms 
34,  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  on  the  7th  inst.,  Miss 
Reeves,  R.R.C.,  President,  in  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The  usual 
routine  business  was  transacted  and  a  sub-com- 
mittee appointed  to  act  during  the  summer  holi- 
days. There  were  19  applications  for  membership, 
all  of  which  were  approved. 

The  following  representatives  were  appointed  to 
act  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Joint  Irish 
Nursing  Societies  : — Miss  Reeves,  R.R.C.,  Presi- 
dent I.N. A.  ;  Sister  Harrison,  Sir  P.  Dun's 
Hospital ;    Sister  Duffy,  Richmond  Hospital. 

M.  L.  O'Keefe, 

Secretary. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

'  Middleton-in-Wharfedale   Sanatorium,  near   Ilkley. — 

Miss  Ethel  W.  Taylor  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
London,  and  has  been  Assistant  Matron,  Adelaide 
Hospital,  Dublin,  Lady  Superintendent,  Royal  National 
Hospital  for  Consumption,  co.  Wicklow,  and  Matron 
for  one  year  of  the  Dublin  Castle  Red  Cross  Hospital, 
and  Matron  of  the  Moxley  Sanatorium. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Springfield  Mental  Hospital,  Middlesex.— Miss  Isabel 
Reid  Sutherland  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Matron.  Miss  Sutherland  was  trained  at  Rainhill 
Asylum,  near  Liverpool,  where  she  also  held  the 
position  of  Charge  Nurse  for  eight  years.  She  has 
since  been  on  the  private  staff  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 
London. 

West  House,  Royal  Asylum,  Edinburgh.— Miss 
Margaret  Grigor  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Edinburgh  Asylum,  Craig 
House,  and  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Miss  Catherine  Lang  McPherson  has  also  been 
appointed  Assistant  Matron  in  the  same  institution. 
She  was  trained  at  Aberdeen  Royal  Asylum,  and  at 
Lambeth  Infirmary,  Kennington,  S.E. 

Miss  Margaret  J.  Keith  has  also  been  appointed 
Assistant  Matron  in  the  same  institution.  Shejwaa 
trained  at  Fife  and  Kinross  Asylum,  and  at  the  Eastern 
Hospital,  Dundee.  She  has  also  had  some  months* 
experience  at  King's  Cross  Fever  Hospital,  Dundee. 
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SISTER. 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury. — Miss  Whittleton 
lias  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
•General  Infirmary,  Sahsbury,  and  has  been  Staff 
Nurse  at  the  National  Hospital,  Queen  Square,  London, 
and  Sister  at  the  Miller  General  Hospital,  Greenwich. 

AMERICAN    RED   CR0S5. 
CHIEF    NURSE    FOR     EUROPE. 

The  American  Red  Cross  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Alice  Fitzgerald,  of  Baltimore  as  chief 
nurse  for  Europe,  with  headquarters  in  Paris. 

Miss  Fitzgerald  came  to  England  in  March,  191/,  as 
the  "  Edith  Cavell  Memorial  Nurse,"  sent  by  a  com- 
mittee of  prominent  Boston  residents  to  serve  with  the 
British  forces  during  the  war.  She  remained  with  the 
British  Army  in  base  and  line  hospitals  until  the  United 
States  entered  the  war.  For  her  work  with  the  British 
forces  she  was  awarded  in  19 17  the  medal  of  the  Royal 
Red  Cross.  On  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the 
war,  Miss  Fitzgerald  was  transferred  to  the  American 
Red  Cross.  She  served  in  Italy  and  France,  and  for 
several  months  before  the  Armistice  was  in  charge  of 
the  American  Liaison  Nursing  Service  in  the  French 
Hospitals.  She  has  received  the  French  medal  of 
honour  for  her  work  in  the  Service  de  Sante,  and  the 
medal  of  the  Italian  Red  Cross  for  service  in  the 
Messinajdisaster. 

1  •  ■ 

IN     MEMORIAM. 

In  a  fine  appreciative  article,  "  In  Memoriam," 
which  appears  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Journal  oj 
Nursing^  it  is  written  of  the  late  Miss  Jane 
Delano  : — 

Miss  Delano,  besides  her  wonderful  executive 
ability  possessed  great  charm  of  manner  and  heart. 
She  had  no  known  relative.  When  asking  for  a 
passport  she  gave  the  name  of  a  nurse  friend  as  the 
nearest  to  her.  Having  no  family  Miss  Delano's 
big,  warm  heart  went  out  to  the  personnel  of  her 
Nursing  Service,  whom  she  regarded  as  her 
children. 

"  Jane  Delano,  your  children  love  you  !  They 
miss  you  and  mourn  your  loss  !  Though  men  may 
build  beautiful,  costly  monuments  to  you,  there 
will  be  no  greater  memorial  or  one  more  to  your 
liking  could  you  choose,  than  that  enshrined 
within  the  hearts  of  your  children,  where  your 
memory  will  live  always. 

"  Jane  Delano,  our  great  leader,  an  revoir  !  We 
do  not  say  good-bye,  for  we  know  our  '  Great 
Mother  '  is  awaiting  '  Over  the  River  '  to  welcome 
her  children  home." 

In  a  special  communication  to  the  Press 
Brigadier-General  Francis  Winters,  M.C.,  U.S.A., 
compares  Miss  Delano's  work  to  that  of  Florence 
Nightingale,  and  suggests  that  a  fitting  memorial 
of  her  be  erected  in  the  Red  Cross  Building  in 
Washington. 

A  clause  has  been  added  to  the  Covenant  of  the 
League  of  Nations  making  women  eligible  lor  all 
bodies  and  posts  set  up  under  the  League.  The 
National  Council  of  Women  are  therefore  calling 
a  small  Conference  on  June  i6th  to  discuss  how 
best  to  secuie  the  representation  ot  women,  so  as 
to  make  their  influence  felt  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nations. 


COLLEGE    OF   NURSING   (LIMITED   BY 
GUARANTEE). 


ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  CONFERENCE. 

We  have  received  the  following  information  from 
Miss  Sparshott,  I>ady  Superintendent,  Royal  Infirmary, 
Manchester  :• — • 

The  Annual  Meeting  and  Conference  are  to  be  held 
m  Manchester  this  year. 

The  following  is  the  Programme  :— 

The  Annual  Meeting. — June  i8th,  3  p.m.,  the  Hon. 
Sir  Arthur  Stanley  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference^ — ^June  19th,  3  p.m..  Sir  Henry  Miers, 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Manchester  University,  and  Sir 
Cooper  Perry,  M.D.,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  London 
University,  and  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  College,  in 
the  Chair.  Both  these  gatherings,  by  the  kind  per- 
mission of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  will  be  held  in  the 
Chemistry  Theatre  of  the  University  in  Oxford  Road. 

The  Conference  is  to  be  divided  into  two  parts  :— 
Part  L.—"  The  Further  Development  of  the  Useful- 
ness of  Local  Centres."  Miss  Brown,  R.R.C.,  Matron 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  Miss 
Milne,  Sister,  South  Manchester  Hospital,  West 
Didsbury. 

Part  II. — ■"  The  Ideals  and  Ethics  of  Nursing." 
Miss  Gill,  R.R.C.,  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ;  Miss 
Lloyd  Still,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C,  St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
London ;  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Swayne,  B.D.,  Dean  of 
Manchester. 

The  social  side  has  not  been  lost  sight  of  and  the 
lollowing  events  have  been  arranged  : — 

Wednesday,  June  i8th,  7.30  p.m.,  A  Reception  by 
the  Lord  May  or  and  Lady  Mayoress  in  the  Town 
Hall. 

Thursday,  June  19th,  at  11  a.m.,  a  visit  to  one 
of  the  following  places:- — -i.  The  Royal  Infirmary; 
2,  A  Cotton  Mill ;  3,  Chetham  College  ;  4,  The  Aero- 
drome. 

Anyone  wishing  for  hospitaUty  or  for  further  par- 
ticulars regarding  above,  may  obtain  the  same  from 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  College  Conference,  Royal  In- 
firmarv,  Manchester. 


THE  LORD  HIGH  EXECUTIONER. 


Sir  Henry  Burdett  in  criticising  Mr.Herbert  Paterson's 
able  support  of  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  in  the 
Times,  is,  as  usual,  attempting  to  depreciate  those 
nurses  who  have  had  the  courage  to  promote  the 
Registration  movement.  "  Off  with  their  heads  "  is 
the  verdict  of  this  self-appointed  Lord  High  Execu- 
tioner. Now  that  these  women  have  won  the  world 
for  registration.  Sir  Henry  and  his  friends,  who  have 
denounced  the  principle  for  a  price,  are  ardentlj^ 
desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  any  privileges  and 
"perks"  which  may  accrue.  We  think  Sir  Henry 
should  be  content  with  the  very  handsome  profits  he 
makes  out  of  nurses  and  the  hospitals  which  subsidise 
his  pseudo  nursing  papers.  Anyway  we  do  not 
recognise  his  right  to  interfere  with  our  professional 
affairs,  and,  as  we  have  remarked  before,  we  refuse  to 
be  bullied  by  him. 
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LUCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


METROPOLITAN  ASYLUMS  BOARD. 


EXAMINATION    OF    NURSES. 

On  May  6th  and  subsequent  days,  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland  held  an  examina- 
tion for  the  certification  of  trained  sick  nurses  and 
of  trained  fever  nurses.  In  all  408  candidates  pre- 
sented themselves  for  examination.  The  examina- 
tion was  held  at  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Dundee  and 
Aberdeen.  The  examiners  were  Professor  Glaister, 
Dr.  Chalmers,  Dr.  Ker  and  Dr.  Johnston,  who  were 
assisted  in  the  practical  part  of  the  examination  by 
Miss  Merchant,  Matron  of  the  Eastern  District 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  and  by  Miss  Lindsay,  Matron 
of  Belvedere  Hospital,  Glasgow. 

In  Anatomy  and  Physiology  7  nurses  obtained 
distinction,  128  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  41 
failed. 

■  In  Hygiene  and  Dietetics  10  nurses  obtained 
distinction,  127  obtained,  a  simple  pass,  and  16 
failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (fcr  Poo 
Law  and  General-trained  Nurses)  3  nurses  obtained 
distinction,  27  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  i  failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (for  Fever- 
trained  Nurses)  10  nurses  obtained  distinction,  104 
obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  2  failed. 

In  Midwifery,  i  nurse  obtained  distinction,  35 
obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  9  failed. 

In  Infectious  Diseases,  8  nurses  obtained  dis- 
tinction, 96  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  2  failed. 

The  following  candidates  have  now  completed 
the  examination,  and,  subject  to  the  completion  of 
three  years'  training  in  hospital  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  are  entitled  to  the 
certificate  of  efficiency  granted  by  the  Board  : — 

Certificate  in  General  Training. 

Eastern  District  Hospital,  Glasgow. — Maria 
Anderson,  Catherine  C.  Brisbane,  Isabella  M. 
Clarke,  Isabella  Lawson,  Catherine  MacKay, 
Margaret  M.  McLellan,  Annie  F.  Sinclair. 

Govan  Poorhonse  Hospital,  Glasgow. — Robertina 
R.  Gunn,  Jenny  B.  Jackson. 

Barnhill  Poorhouse  Hospital,  Glasgow. — ^Teresa 
M.  Dillon,  EHza  Evans,  Sarah  T.  Eraser,  Mary  A. 
Grant,  Annie  Hannon,  Maria  Hassett,  Jeanie  Lang, 
Anna  Martin,  Marion  G.  McCutcheon,  Mary  H.  B. 
Macrae,  Annie  C.  O'Grady,  Catherine  A.  Robert- 
son, Lily  White. 

Paisley  Poorhouse  Hospital. — Lavinia  M.  Andr6. 

Craiglockhart  Poorhouse  Hospital,  Edinburgh. — 
Frances  M.  FuUerton,  Ehzabeth  R.  Glasgow,  Mary 
Lochhead. 

East  Poorhouse,  Dundee.— Chiistina.  Hunter. 

Aberdeen  Poorhouse  Hospital. — Jessie  M.  Lyon, 
Lily  C.  Moir. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  nurses  gained  the 
certificate  in  fever  training. 


HOSPITALS  DEPARTMENT  NURSING  STAFF 
EXAMINATIONS. 

At  the  April  Examination  of  Nurses  under  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  the  candidates  sub- 
joined entered  in  the  ■\^arious  grades  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Entered.  Passed.  Failed. 
Trained  Nurse  .  .  i  i  q 

Probationers   .  .  .  .         38  28  10 

Assistant  Nurses  (Class 

I)  ....  3  3  o 
Assistant  Nurses  (Class 

II)  ....  18  13  5 

60  45  15 

I.  Trained  Nurse.     Miss  K.  Stowers  (E.) 

II.  Probationers.  Gold  medallist :  Miss  G. 
Bennett  (Park  Hospital)  ;  Silver  Medallist ; 
Miss  A.  A.  Woods  (North- Western  Hospital)  ; 
Bronze  Medallist.  Miss  B.  K.  Gordon  (North- 
west Hospital).  Misses  E.  E.  Scott  (S.E.),  M.  E. 
Graham  (E.),  L.  E.  Hayward  {N.W.),  K.  Rogers 
(P.),  M.  Ibison  (W.),  B.  Millard  (W.),  M.  A. 
Manning  (N.W.),  O.  E.  Oliver  (E.),  E.  E.  Virden 
(S.E.),  G.  E.  Joumeaux  (N.W.),  L.  C.  Lloyd 
(N.W.),  C.  V.  A.  Bennett  (N.W.),  E.  A.  Taylor 
(S.E.),  S.  Morrissey  (W.),  A.  M.  Brooks  (S.E.), 
L.  A.  Phillips  (S.  W.),  N.  Carey  (W.),  H.  Fackrell 
(N.W.),  K.  Mclver  (P.),  G.  Newport  (P.),  L.  Rod- 
well  (S.W.),  W.  Linton  (P.),  M.  Fallon  (P.),  E.  N. 
Heifer  (S.E.),  G.  I.  Newble  (S.W.). 

III.  Assistant  Nurses  (Class  I)*.  E.  Bampton 
(P.),  E.  O'Byme  (P.),  K.  Bridgett  (P.). 

[  "^IV.  Assistant  Nurses  (Class  II).  M.Saunders 
(N.W.),  I.  F.  Houghton  (N.W.),  E.  J.  Bone  (S.E.), 
A.  Gear  (W.),  G.  Barrett  ^W.),  F.  P.  Massev  (W.j, 
M.  Morice  (W.)  ;  E.  M.  Davey  (S.E.),  E."  Baker 
(W.),  L.  D.  Johnson  (S.E.).  H.  M.  Oram  (N.W.), 
M.  Barber  (W.),  E.  Morgan  (W.). 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 

fT~'A  thousand  congratulations  to  our  American 
cousins.  After  fifty  years'  strenuous  work,  begun 
at  Seneca  Falls  in  1848  by  the  great  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  the  American  Senate  passed  on  Wednes- 
day, June  4th,  a  resolution  to  submit  a  Constitu- 
tional amendment  in  favour  of  votes  for  women  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  The  resolution 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  opening 
days  of  the  present  session,  and,  if  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  States,  will  become  efiective 
over  the  whole  of  the  Union. 

The  present  stage  has  been  reached  after  a  fight 
which  lasted  nearly  fifty  years,  and  brings  the 
United  States  into  the  arena  of  civilised  nations. 
The  amendment  confers  full  suffrage  on  women, 

•  Note.  These  are  Joyce  Green  Hospital  nurses,  sent 
to  the  Park  Hospital  for  training  in  diphtheria  nursing, 
in  order  that  they  may  sit  for  the  examination  and 
qualify  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Staff  Nurse. 
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who  already  enjoy  the  privilege  in  15  States,  while 
in  12  others  they  have  the  franchise  with  varying 
limitations . 

We  nurses  couple  this  triumph  with  the  name  of 
Lavinia  L.  Dock,  the  great  Nurse  Liberator  and 
historian,  who  has  siiffered  many  things  in  and 
out  of  jail  for  her  valiant  fight  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  for  the  enfranchisement  of  her  sex.  The 
B.J.N,  salutes  this  dear,  brave  little  woman  as 
gentle  and  distinguished  as  she  is  courageous. 


Mr.  Bonar  Law  announced  in  the  Commons  last 
week  that  a  Bill  was  in  preparation  to  enable 
women  to  be  appointed  Justices  of  the  Peace. 


OUR  FOREIGN  LETTER. 


COMRADES    IN     THE     GREAT     WAR. 

It  was  in  the  hottest  time  of  the  year, 
"  Somewhere  in  Greece,"  and  we  were  all  feeling 
the  heat  intensely,  and  feeling  very  sorry  for 
those  of  our  patients  who  could  not  have  the 
relief  of  moving  from  one  part  of  the  camp  to 
another  to  seek  rest  and  shade.  One  particularly 
hot  day,  a  convoy  arrived  ;  Serbs,  Frenchmen 
and  Albanians.  A  motley  collection,  very  weary 
and  travel  stained.  Among  them  was  a  very 
young  Albanian,  with  an  acute  mastoid  abscess. 

Our  Serb  and  French  patients  always  settled 
down  at  once  and  were  soon  able  to  understand 
and  make  themselves  understood,  but  the  Alban- 
ians were  never  so  easily  reached,  and  remained 
more  or  less  a  parliament  unto  themselves  as 
long  as  they  were  in  hospital.  There  was  some- 
thing intensely  pathetic  about  this  lad.  He 
had  a  great  deal  of  pain,  but  was  very  patient, 
and  though  everything  possible  was  done  for 
him  hardship  and  exposure  had  told  their  tale, 
and  we  knew  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  with 
him.  We  did  all  we  could  to  make  him  happy 
and  tried  to  anticipate  his  few  wants. 

By  dint  of  signs  he  made  us  understand  that 
he  liked  water  melon,  so  we  kept  him  supplied 
with  large  slices  of  the  cool  luscious  fruit  and 
that  was  practically  all  he  wished  for.  The 
heat  and  the  flies  were  very  trjdng,  and  one's 
heart  ached  for  those  who  were  weak  and  help- 
less. 

The  British  naval  repair  ship  lay  off  the  slip- 
way near  to  our  camp  and  the  bluejackets  were 
among  our  very  frequent  visitors.  One  day  a 
big  burly  seaman  came  up  to  the  ward  with  an 
English  newspaper  for  "  Sister,"  and  noticing 
the  Albanian  asked  if  he  might  "  stay  a  bit." 
Of  course  Sister  gave  permission,  and  taking  a  fan 
and  a  fly-flapper  he  seated  himself  at  the  bed- 
side. Jack  fanned  the  Albanian,  brushed  the 
flies  away,  and  shook  up  his  pillows,  pausing  n 
occasionally  to  salute  and  say  "  Dobera."  The 
Albanian  raised  his  wasted  bony  hand,  returned 
he  salute  and  also  said  "  Dobera."  ("  Dobera  " 
means  good,  all  right,  and  was  the  only  word  they 
mutually  understood.) 


Regularly  every  day  when  the  sailor  was  ofi 
duty  he  came  to  the  ward  and  did  all  he  could 
to  cheer  this  dying  boy,  sitting  by  him  hour 
after  hour,  giving  him  drinks,  fanning  him, 
smiling  and  saluting,  their  conversation  being 
limited  to  the  one  word  "  Dobera."  The  Albanian 
became  weaker  and  a  slight  movement  of  the 
hand  took  the  place  of  the  salute.  He  couldn't 
raise  it,  it  felt  too  heavy,  but  he  said  "  Dobera  " 
more  frequently.  Daily  the  boy  got  weaker 
and  more  exhausted,  and  daily  the  sailor's  voice 
grew  more  gentle,  and  he  took  to  removing  his 
cap  when  sitting  by  the  Albanian,  evidently 
feeling  that  they  were  very  near  to  the  unseen. 

At  last  there  came  a  day  when  Jack  came  up 
as  usual  and  found  the  bed  empty,  and  the  mat- 
tress away  to  be  stoved.  The  boy's  rough  journey 
was  over  and  he  was  taking  his  much  needed  rest. 
The  Britisher  was  very  much  grieved  that  he 
had  not  been  with  the  boy  at  the  last.  I  asked 
him  why  he  spent  his  time  with  this  foreigner, 
with  whom  he  had  so  little  in  common,  and  to 
whom  he  could  not  even  talk-  His  reply  was 
"  You  see,  miss,  my  missus  died,  and  I  used  to 
sit  beside  her,  and  that  poor  chap  looked  lone- 
some." I  think  the  Albanian  understood.  His 
eyes  told  us  what  our  limited  knowledge  of  each 
other's  language  could  not.  Who  knows  what 
gratitude  that  lonely  laddie  felt.  We  read  of 
the  splendid  bravery  of  our  Navy  at  Zeebrugge 
and  Ostend,  of  the  dauntless  courage  of  our  men 
on  the  mine  sweepers  and  submarine  rammers, 
but  I  like  to  think  of  that  big  burly  sailor,  spend- 
ing the  little  leisure  he  had  in  trying  to  make 
the  last  days  of  a  lonely  foreigner  happy.  It 
was  not  much  he  could  do  or  give.  Literally 
only  a  "  cup  of  cold  water,"  but  such  actions 
(and  there  have  been  many  such,  during  those 
four  years  of  horror  and  bloodshed)  must  bind 
us  more  closely  with  those  of  other  lands  who 
were  our  "  Comrades  in  the  great  wa.' 

L.  Park. 


GOD    MAKE    US    BETTER    MEN. 

There's  but  one  gift  that  all  our  dead  desire. 
One  gift  that  men  can  give,  and  that's  a  dream 

Unless  we,  too,  can  burn  with  that  same  fire 
Of  sacrifice  ;    die  to  the  things  that  seem  ; 

Die  to  the  little  hatreds  ;    die  to  greed  ; 

Die  to  the  old  ignoble  selves  we  knew ; 
Die  to  the  base  contempts  of  sect  and  creed. 

And  rise  again,  like  these,  with  souls  as  true. 

Nay    (since    these    died    before    their    task    was 
finished) 
Attempt  new  heights,  bring  even  their  dreams 
to  birth  : 
Build  us  that  better  world.  Oh,  not  diminished 
By  one  true  splendour  that'  they  planned  on 
earth.  ,. 

And  that's  not  done  by  sword,  or  tongue,  or  pen. 
There's  but  one  way.     God  make  us  better  men. 
From   "  The  Avenue   of  the  Allies   and 
Vic  lory,"  by  Alfred  Noyes. 
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is: 


A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


^^7"7^E    are    greatly    gratified     by    the     constant 

%  ^j    /   appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 

%^/     by    the    Medical    Profession ;     and    we    are 

T  ▼       satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  nnerits  are 

known    the    more   widely    it    will    be    used. 

The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

17*     ^j.  ,  The    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*   ir*>L  •  branch   is   under   the   chEirge  of  a  fully 

quzJified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

^^:k/^rkvi/1  •  "^^  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
OwCOOU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

TPl^*  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
^  Hirvl  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  .  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P  1.1^  ^    The  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 

•T  OUF  Lll  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 


555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSK  BOOT.  esfnvanrgrm  "'"^  **"'*=«  =  STATION  ST.. 

MtnasinK  Director.  "^"^"^^'^  NOTTINGHAM. 
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BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


"THR  MAN  FROM  THE  CLOUDS."  * 

He  was  very  much  from  the  clouds,  for  he 
unwilhngly,  most  unwillingly,  descended  in  a 
parachute  from  a  towed  naval  balloon,  that  had 
broken  its  moorings,  somewhere  about  the  middle 
of  the  North  Sea. 

"  There  we  were,  heading,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge,  for  the  stars  that  twinkle  over  the  German 
coast." 

Not  a  pleasant  experience  that,  at  the  end  of 
August,  1 91 4.  Rutherford,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  balloon,  had  advised  taking  to  the  para- 
chutes earlier  than  his  companion  had  deemed  to 
be  prudent.  He  went  over  the  side  of  the  basket, 
and,  poor  fellow,  he  found  a  watery  grave. 

"  If  you  want  to  know  what  loneliness — real, 
horrifying  loneliness — is  like,  I  know  no  better 
recipe  than  drifting  through  a  fog  in  a  balloon, 
with  your  only  companion  gone,  and  not  the 
faintest  belief  in  your  heart  that  you  are  within 
a  hundred  miles  of  any  inch  of  square  earth." 

He  describes  graphically  his  own  descent.  "  I 
only  know  that  when  I  first  became  conscious  of 
anything  _  I  was  drifting  like  a  snowflake  down 
through  the  mist,  and  that  I  could  fill  several 
pages  with  my  thoughts  during  that  drift." 
Eventually  he  saw  a  green  space,  and  "  almost 
before  I  realised  what  the  greenness  meant  I  was 
sitting  in  a  field  of  clover." 

Where  was  that  field  located  that  was  the 
question. 

"  In  the  gay  days  when  I  was  attache  at 
Berlin^  I  had  acquired  a  fair  general  acquaintance 
with  Germany,  and  I  instantly  put  down  the  place 
I  had  landed  in  as  some  part  of  the  flat,  wind- 
swept country  not  far  from  the  North  Sea  coast. 

Naturally  our  friend  Roger  Merton  immediately 
started  to  cover  up  his  traces,  by  burying  the 
parachute,  by  discarding  his  naval  cap,  and  by 
buttoning  his  oilskins  up  to  his  chin.  He  con- 
gratulated himself  on  his  fluency  in  the  German 
language.  Shortly,  he  happened  on  a  figure  also 
in  oilskins,  whom  he  judged  to  be  a  fisherman. 

Good  evening,"  I  said  genially  in  my  best 
German.     "  It's  a  fine  night." 

"  Good  evening,"  he  said,  also  in  German,  quite 
involuntarily,  it  seemed,  for  the  next  moment  he 
spoke  again  in  a  very  different  key  and  in  English. 

"  Heaven  !  are  you  insane  ?  "  he  said  in  a  low, 
intense  voice,  and  with  a  distinct  trace  of  guttural 
accent.  "  Don't  speak  German  here  !  Have  you 
no  other  language  ?     Don't  you  speak  English  ?  " 

Very  mystifying  this  to  our  friend,  who  supposed 
himself  on  German  soil. 

I  began  to  realise  more  exactly  what  had 
happened.  The  upper  current  of  air  had  been 
blowing  westwards — not  eastwards.  The  good 
land  under  my  feet  was  assuredly  not  German . 

*  By  Storer  Coulston.  Blackwood  &  Sons, 
London. 


almost  certainly  it  must  be  a  part  of  mygown 
blessed  native  island." 

Who,  then,  was  the  man  in  oilskins  who  had 
bidden  him  not  speak  in  German,  and  who  com- 
pletely disappeared  when  his  suspicions  were 
aroused  ?  A  German  spy  !  and  Roger  had 
actually  convinced  the  man  for  the  moment 
that  he  was  a  confederate.  What  a  bit  of  luck 
for  a  young  newly-made  lieutenant  of  the  R.N.V.R. 

The  mystery  which  surrounds  this  incident 
makes  a  capital  basis  for  a  good  story  well  told.^ 

In  this  small  island,  with  only  a  handful  of 
people,  whose  is  the  house  which  harbours  the 
spy? 

Is  it  the  doctor's,  with  his  eccentric  guest, 
O'Briern  by  name  ?  Is  it  his  kinsman's,  the 
owner  of  the  island,  Mr.  Rendall  ?  Is  his  pretty, 
up-to-date  daughter,  with  the  intelligent  eyes, 
concerned  in  the  plot  ?  Could  he  be  harboured 
by  the  farmer  ScoUay,  who  answered  Roger 
Merton' s  questions  with  Northern  terseness  ?  It 
is  not  surprising  that  Roger  himself  found  the 
tables  turned  on  him,  and  that  the  naval  authorities 
were  communicated  with  and  that  he  was  duly 
escorted  off  the  island. 

We  will  not  spoil  the  reader's  enjoyment  of  the 
tale,  if  they  should  have  the  good  fortune  to  read 
it,  by  revealing  the  secret,  which  is  so  carefully 
concealed  until  the  end  of  the  book. 

Read  it  for  yourselves,  and  don't  peep  at  the  last 
chapter  until  you  reach  it  legitimately. 

H.  H. 


COMING    EVENTS, 

June  2i\th-2'jth. — National  Council  of  Women  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual  Meeting. 
De  Montfort  Hall,  Leicester. 

June  27th. — Nurses'  Registration  Bill  (Central 
Committee)  Report  Stage,  House  of  Commons. 

June  30/A. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
Annual  General  Meeting,  11,  Chandols  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  i.     3  p.m. 

July  1st  to  yrd. — National  Conference  on  Infant 
Welfare  as  part  of  National  Baby  Week  Celebra- 
tions. The  Kingsway  Hall,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.C.  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher 
Addison,  M.P.,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Apply  for  information  to  the 
Secretary,  4  and  5,  Tavistock  Square,  London, 
W.C.    I 

July  ^th. — League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Nurses'  General  Meeting,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  2.30.  Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall. 
4  p.m. 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

June    14///. — How  would   you   prepare   a   child 
for  operation,  more  especially  in  regard  to  diet  ? 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst   cordially   inviting  communications   ufon 
mil  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  fcejj 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way/ 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents.  \ 

THE  PUBLIC  CONSCIENCE  IS   AWAKENING. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  and  many  of  my  friends  have 
followed  with  sincere  interest  your  long  and 
gallant  fight  to  obtain  justice  for  Nurses  and 
greatly  needed  protection  for  the  public,  and  1 
have  done  what  little  I  could  to  aid  your 
endeavours.  "Will  you  therefore  permit  me,  at 
this  crisis,  to  speak  quite  frankly  to  you  and  your 
wide  circle  of  readers  ?  Coming  down  to  bedrock, 
what  does  the  Registration  movement  mean  ? 
Surely  it  is  simply  a  fight  for  the  human  rights  of 
the  employed  against  the  efforts  of  their  Hospital 
employers  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  servitude — to 
ovei-work  and  underpay  them  and  finally  to  sweat 
their  labour  to  produce  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  upkeep  of  the  hospitals  imder  the  grossly 
abused  name  of  Charity.  The  public  conscience 
is  awaking  to  this  fact,  and  so  you  have  had 
wonderful  unanimity  expressed  in  favour  of 
Registration  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  But 
I  do  hope  you  will  recognise  that  this  is  merely 
lip-service.  I'he  House  of  Commons  unanimously 
accepted  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  employed.  The 
House  of  Lords  have  by  a  majority  of  three  to 
one  accepted  the  Bill  for  the  aggrandisement  of 
the  College  of  Nursing — that  is  to  say  of  the 
employers.  The  Government  will,  according  to 
custom,  sit  on  the  fence  until  they  are  forced  to 
come  off.     I  prophesy  because  I  know. 

Now,  Madam,  let  me  point  the  way,  out. 
Labour  had  just  the  same  fight  to  wage  as  the 
Nurses  have  had.  Labour  only  won  because  it 
formed  every  section  of  workers  into  Trade 
Unions  ;  and  Nurses  will  never  get  justice  and 
fair  play  until  they  follow  the  same  wise  policy. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make  extensive 
inquiries  into  the  matter  and  it  may  surprise  you 
to  learn,  as  it  has  surprised  my  friends,  that  there 
are  at  least  One  Hundred  Thousand  women  in 
this  country  who  now  have  the  Parliamentary 
vote,  who  are  or  who  have  been  trained  Nurses, 
and  who,  it  is  certain,  still  feel  a  strong  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  their  old  profession.  1  feel 
confident  that  the  great  majority  if  not  all  of 
those  women  have  some  influence  in  their  imme- 
diate social  circles.  Many  of  them,  I  find,  have 
considerable  influence.  All  of  them  have  tongues 
and  can  use  them  !  So  I  believe  that  few  of  them, 
if  they  chose  to  use  that  influence,  could  bring  up 
less  than  ten  other  voters  to  the  poll  at  a  Parlia- 
mentary election.  Perhaps  few  people  realise 
what  one  million  votes,  properly  organised,  could 
do  at  a  General  Election.  To  exercise  their  full 
mfluence  the  Nurses  should  attach  themselves  to 
one  of  the  political  parties,  and  naturally  the 
Labour  Party  would  be  the  best  for  them  to  join. 
For  the  moment  the  Nurses  know,  or  should  know. 
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the  names  of  those  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  are  now  attempting  to  wreck  their 
Bill  in  that  House.  Whoever  they  are,  whether 
private  members  or  in  the  Government,  I  advise 
Nurses  at  once  to  start  organising  in  the  constitu- 
encies those  gentlemen  represent  to  bring 
about  their  defeat  at  the  next  election — and  that 
election  is  coming  sooner  than  most  people  seem 
to  expect.  Please  accept  my  great  interest  in 
your  work  as  my  excuse  for  this  lengthy  letter,  and 
believe  me, 

Your  obedient  servant,  Politician. 


PSYCHIC     PHENOMENA, 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam. — As  no  good  end  will  be  attained 
by  continued  correspondence  on  a  subject  which 
can  never  be  demonstrated  by  argument,*  I 
scarcely  like  again  to  trespass  on  your  valuable 
space,  every  inch  of  which  should  be  conserved 
at  this  time  for  the  All-important  subject  of 
"  State  Registration,"  Miss  Beilby's  long  letter, 
however,  has  a  haunting  pessimism  suggestive 
of  disappointment,  and  one  longs  to  help  in 
some  way  or  other  !  "  Mankind  comes  to  me 
by  many  paths,  and  by  tvhaisoever  path  he  comes, 
I  welcome  him  :  for  all  paths  are  mine." — When 
we  get  distorted  ideas  of  ourselves  or  the  good 
glad  world  around  us,  does  the  fault  not  lie  with 
ourselves  ?  One  of  the  many  lessons  of  the  War, 
surely,  was  that  our  happiness,  or  the  reverse, 
was  the  direct  result  of  our  mental  attitude  to- 
ward life.  Hence  the  reason  we  quote  the  simple 
creed  of  "  Love  to  God  and  one  another  "  as  a 
sound  working  basis.  If  our  spiritual  eyes  are 
opened  we  see  the  Divine  in  every  man  ;  and 
that  everyone  is  following  the  path  which  leads 
him  to  his  conception  of  God. 

I  have  spent  half  a  lifetime  in  tending  the 
sick,  the  wounded,  and  the  dying,  but  have 
never  seen  the  anguish  nor  the  bitterness  Miss 
Beilby  quotes  !  !  Britons  are  not  built  that  way  ! 
Besides  which  we  gave  our  bravest  and  our  best 
for  a  World's  Salvation,  and  no  selfish  regret 
mars  the  nobility  of  that  sacrifice — "  Greater 
love  hath  no  man." 

One  hesitates  to  lift  the  curtain  of  the  death 
chamber,  in  which  one  is  called  to  watch  and 
wait,  but  in  the  calm  majesty  of  death  there 
are  no  terrors  ;  because  the  Divinfe  in  us  gives 
perfect  assurance,  and  we  are  the  channels  of 
that  trust  to  others.  Death  is  but  the  gate  to 
that  other  sphere  where  all  we  have  stiiven 
after  here  will  be  reaUsed  and  perfected.  It  is 
all  so  simple  !  and  only  puny  ideas  make  it  ab- 
struse and  difficult.  If  we  bring  ourselves  into 
harmony  with  God  by  realising  and  affirming 
our  oneness  with  Him,  then  perfect  assurance 
follows  as  a  psychological  fact.  We  then  find 
the  perfect  in  the  imperfect ;  the  Eternal  in  the 
temporal ;  the  Divine  in  the  human ;  and  the 
Infinite  lies  all  around  us  in  "  the  Common  things 
of  life."  Not  what  we  believe  counts,  but  what 
we  are,  when  our  turn  comes  to  pass  over. 

A.    E.   Macdonald    (Sister). 
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THe   Midw^ife. 


THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 


EXAMINATION    PAPER. 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  at  the.  recent 
examination  :— 

1.  What  are  the  chief  constituents  of  human 
milk  ?  What  changes  do  they  undergo  during 
the  passage  from  the  mouth  to  the  rectum  ? 

2.  How  do  you  ascertain  that  the  breech  is 
presenting  ?  What  difficulties  may  arise  in  the 
course  of  delivery  in  such  a  case  ? 

3.  What  is  Cystitis  ?  How  does  it  arise  ?  How 
would    you    recognise    it  ? 

4.  Describe  in  detail  the  management  of  the 
third  stage  of  labour,  stating  the  reasons  for 
what  you  do. 

5.  Describe  the  separation  of  the  umbilical 
cord  and  your  management  of  it.  What  compli- 
cations may  arise  in  connection  with  this  process  ? 

6.  Give  some  of  the  most  important  conditions 
in  which  you  must  advise  that  a  doctor  be 
summoned   after   labour  is  completed. 


GENERAL    LYING-IN    HOSPITAL, 
YORK  ROAD,  LAMBETH,   S.E. 


A  PAGE  OF  BACK  HISTORY. 


The  following  page  of  back  history  from  The 
Observer  of  May  31st,  18 19,  will  be  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers  : — 

The  Duchess  of  Kent's  Accouchement. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent  continued  her  airings 
in  a  phaeton,  drove  by  the  Duke,  in  Kensington 
Gardens,  so  lately  as  Thursday  se'night ;  Friday 
her  Royal  Highness  was  slightly  indisposed,  in 
which  state  she  continued  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  ...  At  twelve  o'clock  the  Duke  of 
Sussex's  carriage  was  sent  off  for  Dr.  Davis  at  his 
residence  in  George-street,  Hanover-square,  and 
the  doctor  returned  in  the  carriage  with  all  possible 
speed.  Messengers  were  at  the  same  time  dis- 
patched to  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council 
appointed  to  attend  on  this  occasion.  The  Marquis 
of  Lansdowne  reached  the  Palace  at  a  quarter 
before  two  o'clock.  Mr.  Canning  arrived  next 
at  two  o'clock,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  came 
about  a  quarter-ot-an-hour  after  him.  The  Duke 
of  Sussex  entered  from  his  apartments  in  the 
palace  about  the  same  time.     ... 

The  members  of  the  Privy  Council  sat  in  the 
saloon  adjoining  the  Duchess's  chamber,  where, 
at  a  quarter  past  four  o'clocl<  they  were  satisfied 
of  the  delivery  of  the  Duchess  ol  a  female  child, 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  following  certifi- 
cate :  "  The  undersigned  do  hereby  certify  that 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent  was 
safely  delivered  of  a  female  child,  living,  at  a 
quarter  past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
24th  day  of  May,  1819. — David  Davis — ^J.  Wilson, 
Domestic  Physician  to  their  Royal  Highnesses.' 


The  following  is  the  programme  of  the  seventh 
annual  post- graduate  week  for  midwives,  June  23rd 
to  27th  (inclusive),  1919  : — 

Monday,  June  2 3RD. 

4  p.m.  Reception  by  Matron  and  Staff.     Tea. 

5  p.m.  Lecture  by  Dr.  Fairbairn.     "  Eclampsia." 

Tuesday,  June  24TH. 
II  a.m.    Clinic  in  the  Wards,  conducted   by  the 

House  Physician.  Demonstiation  in  Lecture 

Hall. 
2  p.m.  Meet   at    Hospital.     York    Road    Infants' 

Clinic,  or  visit  to  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital 

or  Lewisham  Maternity  Centre. 

6  p.m.  Lecture  by  Dr.  Mary  Scharlieb.   "  Venereal 

Disease." 

Wednesday,  June  25TH. 

II  a.m.  Clinic  in  the  Wards  on  "  The  Baby,"  con- 
ducted by  the  Ward  Sisters. 

2.30  p.m.  Lecture  and  Demonstration  by  Miss 
Randell,  Sister-in-Charge,  School  of  Mas- 
sage, St.  Thomas'  Hospital.  "  The  Uses  of 
Physical  Exercises  and  Massage  in  the 
Puerperium." 

5  p.m.  Lecture  to  Pupil  Midwives,  by  Dr.  Fair- 

bairn. 

6  p.m.  Clinic  on  Abnormal  Cases,  by  Dr.  Fairbairn. 

Thursday,  June  26th. 

II  a.m.  Demonstration  in  Milk  Kitchen  on  the 
Preparation  of  Artificial  Feeds,  &c.,  by 
Sister  Coni. 

Demonstration     in     Lecture     Hall      on 
"  Nursing  Details,"  by  Sister  Morley. 

2  p.m.  Meet  at  Hospital.  Visits  to  City  of  London 
Maternity  Hospital  or  Marylebone  Infants' 
Clinic,  or  Vincent  Square  Infants'  Hospital. 

6  p.m.  Lecture  by  Dr.  Cameron.  "  The  Manifes- 
tation of  Disease  in  Infants." 

Friday,  June  27TH. 
II  a.m.  Demonstrations    in    Milk     Kitchen    and 

Lecture  Hall. 
2  p.m.  York  Yoad  Infants'  Clinic. 
5  p.m.  Test  paper  (optional).     Prizes  given. 
7.30  p.m.  Lecture    at    the    Midwives'     Institute. 
Tickets,  6d.  each. 
Ante-Natal    CUnic    daily,     9    a.m.      Numbers 
limited. 

Subscription  for  the  couise,  5s. 
Those  who  wish  to  join  are  requested  to  send  in 
their  names  as  soon  as  possible  to  Sister  F.   R. 
Mitchell,  hon.  secretaiy. 
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EDITORIAL. 


A     PITIFUL    STORY. 

The  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  on  the 
death  of  the  baby  boy  of  Mrs.  Helena  Williams 
in  the  Toxteth  Park  Poor  Law  Infirmary,  JJver- 
pool,  reveals  a  harrowing  and  almost  incredible 
condition  of  affairs.  Mrs.  Williams  was  the 
wife  of  a  second-lieutenant  of  the  King's  Liver- 
pK?ol  Regiment,  killed  in  action  last  year,  and 
during  the  influenza  epidemic  in  February  last 
she  and  her  baby  were  admitted  to  the  above 
infirmary. 

In  the  first  place,  why  the  widow  of  an  officer 
who  gave  his  life  for  his  country  should  be 
driven  to  seek  admission  to  a  poor-law  infirmary 
in  illness  needs  some  explanation. 

Next,  the  babywas  taken  from  its  mother  on 
admission  and  placed  in  another  ward.  In  ten 
days'  time  the  mother  took  him  out,  and  sent 
for  a  doctor,  but  the  child  died  ten  hours  later. 

The  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was 
held  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Elias  and  Mr.  A.  Fuller. 

Mrs.  Williams  stated  that  when  she  entered 
the  institution,  suffering  from  influenza,  her 
baby  was  taken  from  her.  She  asked  for  him 
each  day,  but  was  told  by  a  nurse  that  he  was 
healthy  but  she  could  not  see  him.  When  she 
did  see  him  ten  days  later  he  was  shockingly 
ill.  She  would  not  have  known  him  except  for 
a  little  cross  hanging  round  his  neck. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  at  whose  instance  the  facts 
were  placed  before  the  Local  Government 
Board,  stated  at  the  enquiry  that  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Liverpool  Officers'  Families'  Fund. 
From  Mrs.  Williams'  statements  he  considere<l 
that  there  should  be  further  enquiry. 

The  Deputy-Coroner  stated  that  at  the 
inquest  on  the  baby  he  returned  a  verdict  of 
death  from  broncho-pneumonia,  and  added  a 
rider  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  evidence 


from  the  institution,  and  that  there  seemed  to 
have  been  some  neglect.  , 

The  medical  and  nursing  evidence  was  amaz- 
ing. Miss  Edith  Bradley,  the  nurse  in  charge 
of  the  children's  ward,  said  that  the  child  began 
with  acute  bronchitis  on  the  fifth  day.  It  was 
not  intimated  to  her  that  the  mother  wished  to 
see  the  child  till  it  was  ill ;  then  it  was  taken  to 
her.  Under  cross-examination  the  nurse  ad- 
mitted that  the  child's  illness  was  not  entered 
on  the  bed  card,  nor  could  she  say  why  his 
weight  was  not  recorded.  She  did  not  know 
he  was  kept  on  a  diet  for  a  healthy  child. 

Dr.  Gertrude  Cuttle,  Medical  Officer,  said 
that  Mrs.  Williams,  who  was  in  the  next  ward, 
was  not  communicated  with  as  to  the  state  of 
•her  child.  She  visited  both  mother  and  child 
for  14  days,  but  did  not  know  they  were  related. 
She  could  not  explain  why  there  was  no  record 
of  nursing  attention  or  medical  treatment,  as 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in- 
structions. 

Dr.  David  Smart,  Visiting  Medical  Officer, 
said  the  chikl  could  have  been  put  with  the 
mother  without  any  risk,  but  there  were  so 
many  Williamses  in  the  institution  they  did 
not  suspect  the  relationship.  But  mother  and 
child  were  admitted  together,  and  surely  it  had 
an  identification  card. 

Poor  little  baby  Williams !  You  were  so 
changed  in  five  days  that  your  mother  did  not 
know  you.  She  only  knew  your  little  cross. 
And  there  were  so  many  of  you,  they  did  not 
know  that  you  belonged  to  your  own  mother. 
Well,  did  you?  Supposing  in  the  general  slack- 
ness the  cross  was  changed?  If  we  were  that 
mother  we  should  not  rest  till  we  had  seen  all 
the  little  Williamses  who  were  in  the  ward 
during  those  ten  days. 

Evidently  this  institution  needs  drastic  re- 
organization. 
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OUR    PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

HOW    WOULD    YOU   PKBPAKB  A  CHILD   FOR   OPERA- 
TION. MORE    ESPECIALLY   IN    REQARK)  TO    DIET? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Jane  McNeillie,  Knockcoid, 
Ervie,  Stranraer. 

PRIZB     PAPER. 

There  can  be  no  unnecessary  refinement  of 
■care  taken  by  the  nurse  entrusted  with  this 
important  duty.  The  purpose  of  the  various 
means  employed  and  precautions  taken  in  the 
preparation,  is  to  bring  the  child  to  the  table  in 
the  best  possible  condition  to  undergo  the 
operation.  There  are  many  circumstances 
which  must  be  taken  into  account,  such  as  the 
nature  of  the  ailment,  age,  natural  constitution 
and  temperament,  present  state  of  health, 
habits,  the  probable  post-operative  conditions, 
&c.  ;  and  it  is  well  to  have  the  confidence  of  the 
little  one,  who  will  thus  bear  the  general  and 
local  preparations  better,  and,  indeed,  be  quite 
interested  in  the  special  attentions.  These 
include  previous  bathing  of  the  patient;  free 
washing  of  the  body  with  soap ;  thorough 
scrubbing  and  purification  of  the  part  to  be 
operated  upon,  and  covering  it  with  dressings 
wet  with  an  antiseptic  solution ;  clearing  out 
the  bowel,  usually  by  the  administration  of  a 
brisk  cathartic,  followed  in  twelve  hours  by  a 
soap-and-water  enema ;  and  two  hours  before 
the  operation  it  is  well  to  administer  another 
enema.  The  nurse  should  satisfy  herself  that 
the  whole  of  the  enemata  has  been  evacuated. 
In  intussusception,  &c.,  neither  laxative  nor 
enema  is  permissible. 

The  preparatory  diet  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance. This  applies  to  a  healthy  as  well  as  to 
a  sick  child  to  whom  an  anaesthetic  is  to  be 
administered ;  the  former,  with  unimpaired 
appetite  and  good  digestion,  must  be  kept 
under  strict  supervision  for  at  least  twenty-four 
hours  previous  to  the  operation,  to  prevent  any 
addition  to  the  limited  milk  diet  allowed,  which 
consists  of  warm  milk  and  water,  beef-tea,  or 
thin  soup  free  from  fat,  the  last  small  cup  of 
either  of  these  being  given  four  hours  before 
the  operation. 

Reasons  for  this  Restriction  in  regard  to 
Diet. — (i)  An  overloaded  bowel  interferes  with 
the  free  movements  of  respiration,  and  con- 
tains toxic  materials  which  are  liable  to  pre- 
judice the  patient's  recovery,  so  it  is  necessary 
to  withhold  all  articles  of  diet  which  leave  a 
considerable  amount  of  undigested  debris,  such 
as  fruit  and  vegetables.  If  it  happens  that 
through  mistaken  kindness  on  the  part  of 
friends  the  child  has  been  given  these  or  trashy 


and  indigestible  foods,  such  as  pastries,  the 
surgeon  must  be  informed  at  once,  as  the 
operation  may  have  to  be  postponed. 

(2)  In  order  to  prevent  or  modify  sickness, 
which  is  apt  to  occur  in  the  semi-conscious 
stage  during  the  administration  of  the  anes- 
thetic or  as  the  effects  are  passing  off,  the 
stomach  should  be  empty.  The  stomach  con- 
tents may  be  thrown  into  the  pharynx  by  reflex 
action,  though  the  patient  is  not  sufficiently 
conscious  to  complete  the  ejection  of  the  vomit. 
There  is  great  danger  of  the  matter  finding 
entrance  to  the  trachea  and  choking  the  patient 
or  setting  up  larj'ngeal  spasm,  or  even  inducing 
pneumonia  at  a  later  stage. 

After  the  final  enema  the  child's  toilet  should 
be  carefully  made — special  attention  paid  to  the 
nails  and  the  hair — and  clean  clothing  put  on ; 
the  garments  must  be  warm,  loose-fitting,  and 
so  arranged  that  the  field  of  operation  can  be 
easily  exposed.  The  theatre  dressing  is  re- 
newed after  re-shaving  and  thoroughly  steriliz- 
ing the  site  of  operation.  Failure  to  secure 
asepsis  on  account  of  acute  pain  or  in  "  imme- 
diates  "  must  be  reported  to  the  surgeon,  who 
may  prefer  the  nurse  to  complete  the  steriliza- 
tion under  the  anaesthetic,  and  to  catheterize 
the  bladder  (when  the  operation  is  about  the 
abdomen  or  perineum).  When  it  is  elsewhere 
the  child  must  be  coaxed  to  micturate  just 
before  bringing  to  the  table. 

The  nurse  should  humour  the  child,  and 
guard  against  either  over-excitement  or  dread 
of  the  ordeal,  and  this  more  especially  as  the 
anaesthetist  is  taking  the  patient  in  hand  and 
until  the  preliminary  stage  of  anaesthesia  is 
over. 

"HONOURABLE   MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  W.  M.  Appleton,  Miss  Rose 
E.  S.  Cox,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  B.  James. 

QUESTION   FOR   NEXT  WEEK. 

What  do  you  understand  by  the  term  "  car- 
rier "?  How  does  a  person  become  a  carrier? 
What  diseases  are  disseminated  by  carriers? 

AN  AMERICAN  TEA  FOR  THE  N.  U.  T.  N. 


''"^An  American  Tea  h  .s  been  arranged  by  the 
London  branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  to  be  held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Fulham 
Secondary  School,  Munster  Road,  Fulham,  on 
June  28th,  from  4  to  7.  Tickets  is.,  including 
tea,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  46, 
Marsham  Street,  S.W.  Guests  are  asked  to  bring  a 
small  present  to  sell,  and  to  buy  one  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  Union.  Music  and  other  amuse- 
ments. No.  II  Bus  from  Liverpool  Street  and 
Victoria    passes   the   door. 
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HONOURS  FOR  NURSES. 


ORDER    OF    THE    BRITISH    EMPIRE. 

The  King  has  been  pleased,  on  the  occasion  of 
His  Majesty's  Birthday,  to  give  orders  for  the 
following  promotions  in,  and  appointments  to, 
the  Most  Excellent  Order  of  the  British  Empire,  for 
valuable  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the 
war  : — 

Lists  for  France  and  Flanders. 
D.B.E. 
Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Oram,  R.R.C.,  Princ.  Matron 
(T.,  Matron-in-Chief) ,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

C.B.E.  (Military  Division). 

Miss  C.  S.  Elmslie,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Q.A.T.M.S.R.  ; 
Miss  J.  Hoadley.  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.;  Miss 
G.  M.  Richards,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  B. 
Smith,  R.R.C.,  Princ.  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss 
M.  E.  Sparshott,  R.R.C..  T.F.N.S. 

Australian  Imperial  Forces. 
Miss  E.  S.  Davidson,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  A.A.N.S.;  Miss 
E.  Grey,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  A.A.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Kellett, 
R.R.C..  Matron,  A.A.N.S. 

New  Zealand  Forces. 

MissM.  Thurston,  Matron-in-Chief,  R.R.C.,N.Z.N.S. 

O.B.E.  (Military  Division). 

Miss  H.  Burton,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  : 
Miss  J.  M.  Jackson,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
G.  M.  Lyle,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

SERVICES     IN     SALONIKA. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Salonika  : — 

Royal  Red  Cross. 
First  Class. 
Miss  W.  A.  Attenborough,  A.R.R.C,  Assistant 
Matron,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  C.  Ellis.  A.R.R.C,  Assistant 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  L.  Fielding,  Assistant 
Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Mee,  A.  Assistant 
Matron,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  S.  H.  Mitchell,  A.  Matron, 
T.F.N.S.  ;    Miss  M.  H.  Weale,  Matron,  T.F.N.S. 

Australian  Atimy  Nursing  Service. 
Miss    C.    Sorensen,    A.R.R.C,    Sister,    T.    Matron; 
Miss  E.  C  L.  Wilson,  Sister,  T.  Head  Sister. 

Second  Class. 
Miss  N.  M.  Buckley,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
A.  Cameron,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A  Clarke, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  Cole,  Staff  Nurse, 
T.F.N.S.;  Miss  M.  L.  Dixon,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I .M. 
N.S.R.  ;  Miss  C  J.  R.  Douglas,  V.A.D.  ;  Miss  M. 
Drury,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  I.  A.  Duncan,  Nurse, 
Spec.  War  Probationer ;  Miss  A.  E.  A.  Foreman, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G.  Fozard,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  MissM.  H.  Gammie,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  H.  Gillespie,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  N.  B. 
Hutchison,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  M.  L. 
Johns,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  Maguire,  Staff 
Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  McVeigh,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  E.  Moffat,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  E.  Moore,  Staff  Nurse.  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  I. 
Murray,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N's.R.  ;  Miss  H.  Powell- 
Evans,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  D.  M.  Sempers,  Sister, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  S.  Shewan,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  K.  E.  Stacey,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A. 
Stevenson,   Sister,   T.F.N.S.  ;     Miss  A.   P.   Thomson, 


Sister,  Assistant  Matron,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  Upton, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  A.  Williams,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  E.  Winkle,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. 
Miss  E.  M.  Bolton,  Sister,  T.  Head  Sister,  Miss  J. 
Brydon,  Sister. 

SERVICES    IN     EGYPT. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Services  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services 
with  the  British  Forces  in  Egypt : — 

Bar  to  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Miss  E.  A.  Cox,  R.R.C,  Matron,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  K.  F.  G.  Skinner,  R.R.C,  Sister  (A. /Matron) 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Cl.\ss. 

Miss  J.  McCarthy,  A.R.R.C,  Sister.  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 

Miss  N.  Stewart,  Sister  (A./Matron),  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 

Miss  E.  E.  Wraxall,  A.R.R.C,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R, 

Australian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

Miss  J.  R.  Gemmell,  Matron. 

Second  Class. 

Miss  I.  H.  Anderson,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  L. 
Arber,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  J.  McL.  Arnold, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. ;  Miss  G.  K.  Berry,  Sister; 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  Brown,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  , 
Miss  M.  G.  Brownlee,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  M. 
Chiplin,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  F.  A.  Clieve,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  K.  A.  Cole,  V.A.D.,  B.R.C.S.  ; 
Miss  K.  L.  Conway,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  C. 
Dimmock,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N,S.R.  ;  Miss  F.  Egginton, 
Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  Ensor,  Nurse,  St.  John  Arab. 


Assoc.  ;  Miss 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 


F. 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 

Miss 
Miss 


Farquhar,      Staff 


E,         Forrest, 
A.       M.      Funnell, 

G.  Gilfillan, 
F.  A.  Hancock, 
M.  J.  Hannan, 
Miss  D.  Hardwick,  V.A.D. .  B.R.C.S.  ; 
Miss  J.  Harvey,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  A.  A. 
Heathcote,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  M. 
Hedges,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. ;  Miss  F.  L.  Hoon,  Sister, 


Nurse. 
Sister, 
Sister, 
Sister, 
Sister 
Sister, 


Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
V.A.D.  ;  Miss  E. 


Miss      G.      M.      Hooper,      Sister, 

Miss     E.      G.      Hutton,      Sister, 

Miss    D.    F.    Jacob,    Staff    Nurse, 

Miss    F.    C    Leman,    Staff    Nurse, 


Miss  F.  MacDiarmid,  Sister, 
Miss  E.  MacDonald,  Staff  Nurse, 
E.  Manser,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  E.  Marshall,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  M 
Maxwell,  Nurse,  St.  John  Amb.  Assoc.  ;  Miss  J.  S. 
McGaw,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  Mellor,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  M.  M.  Moir,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  M.  Murphy,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
A.  A.  Newsham,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  H. 
O'SulUvan,  Staff  Nurse,  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  M.  Patterson, 
Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  Pirie,  T.  Nurse  att. 
Q.A.M.N.S.I.;  Miss  C  Reid,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  E.  M.  Reid,  Sister,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  M.  G. 
Rundle,  V.A.D..  B.R.C.S.  ;  Miss  P.  Schor,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  G.  A.  Seeley.  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  S.  A.  Shorrock,  V.A.D.,  St. 
John  Amb.  Bde.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  E.  Somers,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  F.  Welch,  Sister,  T.F.N.S.  ; 
Miss  E.  Wilcock,  Sister  (A./Asst.  Matron). 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Williams,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  N.  M.  Willies,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R ;  Miss  E.  R.  WilUngs,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. 
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'  Australian  Army  Nursing  Serntce. 

Miss  A.  G.  Bonnar,  Sister ;  Miss  I.  T.  Berwick, 
T. /Sister  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Cooke,  Sister  ;  Miss  K.  M.  Donald- 
son, Sister;  Miss  E.  E.  J.  Hedderman,  Staff  Nurse;  Miss 
E.  i.  Hutton,  Staff  Nurse  ;  Miss  M.  Jones,  Sister  ;  Miss 
N.  Nagle,  T. /Sister  ;  Miss  E.  J.  White,  Sister. 

SERVICES    IN    MESOPOTAMIA. 

The  King  has  awarded  the  Royal  Red  Cross, 
Second  Class,  to  the  following  ladies  in  recognition 
of  their  valuable  services  with  the  British  Forces 
in  Mesopotamia  : — 

Second  Class. 

Miss  E.  G.  Adams,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  G.  Boshell,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
M.  F.  Bradshaw,  Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  E.  1. 
Brookes,  T./Nurse,  attd.  Q.A.M.N.S.l.  ;  MissM.  Butter, 
Sister  T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  E.  M.  Carlton,  Staff  Nurse, 
O-A.I.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  W.  Dearie,  Sister, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  E.  Disney,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  W.  M.  Edward-Jones,  T./Nurse, 
attd.  Q.A.M.N.S.T.  ;  Miss  M.  G.  Etchell,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  I.  M.  Guthrie,  T./Nurse,  attd. 
Q.A.M.N.S.l.  ;  Miss  J.  Hermon,  T./Nurse,  attd. 
Q.A.M.N.S.l.;  Miss  G.  B.  Kruger,  T./Nurse,  attd. 
Q.A.M.N.S.l.  ;  Miss  M.  Y.  Levev.  Sister, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  K.  E.  Leyden,  T./Nurse,  attd. 
Q.A.M.N.S.l.  ;  Miss  H.  MacHardy,  Staff  Nurse, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Macintosh,  Sister, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  L.  May,  Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ; 
Miss  A.  P.  Meaney,  Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  N.  C. 
Packenham-Walsh,  Staff  Nurse,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss 
C.  Sinclair,  Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  MissM.  C.  Trower. 
Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.;  Miss  A.  S.  Walker,  Sister, 
Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.  ;  Miss  E.  J.  Wells,  Staff  Nurse, 
T.F.N.S.  ;  Miss  D.  Wood,  Sister,  T.F.N.S. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  Royal 
Red  Cross  to  the  following  ladies  in  recognition  of 
their  valuable  services  in  connection  with  the 
war  : — 

UNION    OF    SOUTH    AFRICA. 
Royal  Red  Cross. 
Second  Class. 

Nurse  L.  M.  Blackburn.  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Nursing 
Sister  D.  Hamilton,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Nursing  Sister  A. 
Louch,  S.A.M.N.S.  ;  Nurse  A.  K.  Philpott,  S.A.M.N.S. 

GIBRALTAR. 

Miss  A.  E.  Betts,  Sister,  Q.A.l.M.N.S.R.,  Military 
Hospital,   Gibraltar. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

L'.iss  .  }.^  Edgar,  Nurse-in-Charge,  Convalescent 
Hospital,  Waterford  Bridge  (Newfoundland)  ;  Miss 
E.  Reid,  Nurse -in-charge,  MiHtarj.-  Hospital,  St. 
John's,   Newfoundland. 

The  King  held  an  Investiture  at  Buclfingham 
Palace  on  Wednesday,  June  13th,  and  conferred 
decorations  as  follows  ; — 

Bar  to  the   Royal   Red   Cross. 

Matron"* Alice  Casin,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Matron  Susan  Wooler,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service,  Sister  Helen  Cox,  Territorial 
Force  Nursing  Service,  Serving  Sister  Maud  F"rancis, 


Canadian  Army    Nursing    Service,   and   Sister    Stella 
Jenkins,  Canadian  Army  Nursing  Service. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Second  Class. 

British  Red  Cross  Society.- — -Matron  Kate  Fenwick, 
Sister  Ursula  Barclay,  Miss  Euphemia  Philp,  and 
Mrs.   Edith  Wilhams. 

Voluntary  Aid  Detachment.- — -Miss  Elizabeth  Bar- 
tholomew, Miss  Alice  Bridgeford ,  Miss  Ada  Gorham, 
Miss  Margaret  Jameson,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Strover. 

On  Saturday,  June  14th,  the  King  conferred 
decorations  at  Buckingham  Palace  : — 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

First  Class. 
Assistant  Matron  Jane  Paul,  Queen  Alexandra's  Im- 
perial Hospital  Nursing   Service   Reserve,  and   Sister 
Isabella  Muir,  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. 

The  Royal  Red  Cross. 

Second  Cl.\ss. 
Staff  Nurse,  Eliza  Forrest,  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve ;  Miss 
Mary  Hayes,  British  Red  Cross  Society  ;  Sister  Lucy 
Hurlston,  British  Red  Cross  Society  ;  and  Miss  Annie 
Sandle,  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 

Queen  Alexandra  received  the  members  of  the 
Military  Nursing  Services  at  Marlborough  House 
after  the  Investiture 


WE  APPEAL  TO  ALL  HONOURABLE 
NURSES. 

The  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  is  down  for 
Report  Stage  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Friday,  June  27th.  As  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  with  unparalleled  baseness,  intends  to 
wreck  it,  if  possible,  we  appeal  to  every  nurse, 
whether  a  member  of  the  College  or  not,  to 
prevent  this  crime.  Let  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment know  that  you  are  strongly  averse  to  this 
wicked  policy  of  the  College  Council,  and  urge 
them  to  support  Major  Barnett,  so  that  the 
Bill  may  receive  a  third  reading  as  soon  as 
possible  this  Session.  Cenuine  registrationists 
have  been  working  for  this  measure  of  justice 
for  thirty  years,  and  after  being  thwarted  for 
14  years  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  persons, 
many  of  whom  are  now  united  in  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  we  have  our  chance.  Let 
every  nurse  realise  her  serious  responsibility 
in  this  matter  and  do  her  part.  Thus,  what- 
ever results,  she  may  retain  her  self-respect, 
and  deserve  the  respect  of  generations  of 
nurses  to  come. 


CLAWS   ONE  ! 

Lord  Robert  Cecil  spoke  to  Clemenceau  about 
Germany  coming  into  the  League  of  Nations. 

"  What  !  "  said  the  Tiger  quietly,  "  would  you 
shake  hands  with  the  Huns  over  the  body  of 
Niiise  Cavell  ?  " — Sunday  Herald. 
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NURSING    ECHOED. 

It  is  a  great  relief  that  the  Press  boycott 
has  been  raised  to  some  extent  on  the  nurses' 
registration  question.  It  was  the  same  with 
the  suffrage — for  years  persistent  silence, 
and  then  a  "good  press."  Let  us  hope  for 
the  sake  of  the  sick  of  all  classes,  that  discus- 
sion on  nurses'  registration  will  be  more  and 
more  extended,  and  the  truth  made  known. 
We  hear  on  all  sides  women  are  shying 
away  from  nursing,  and  the  conventual  regula- 
tions in  hospital  have,  no  doubt,  much  to 
do  with  the  distaste  of  modern  well-educated 
women  for  training  schools.  To  be  treated 
like  a  child  or  an  imbecile  no  longer  appeals 
to  our  girls.  

The  St.  Marylebone  Guardians  had  before 
them  recently  a  report  from  the  Medical 
Superintendent  on  the  standard  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  medical  work  in  the  Infirmary. 
The  Infirmary,  he  said,  contained  a  wide 
range  of  cases,  and  having  the  voluntary 
services  of  only  one  specialist,  could  not  claim 
to  provide  modern  medical  treatment.  The 
class  of  the  population  from  which  they  had 
drawn  nurses  had,  as  a  result  of  the  war,  and 
the  health  campaign  in  the  public  press,  a 
much  clearer  conception  of  what  constitutes 
up-to-date  equipment  and  treatment  of  the 
sick.  With  greater  opportunities  for  training 
at  General  Hospitals,  and  the  wider  range  of 
work  available  for  women,  they  might  find  it 
impossible  to  continue  the  Training  Schools 
unless  drastic  changes  took  place.  Mr.  Elmer 
said  unless  they  took  the  responsibility  upon 
themselves  of  lightening  the  hours  of  labour, 
those  who  earned  their  livelihood  might  take 
steps  that  might  be  regretted.  Nurses  had 
been  known  to  work  13^  and  14  hours  a  day. 

Miss  Broadbent  reminded  the  meeting  that 
nearly  all  the  Sisters  were  called  up,  and  they 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  nurses. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  money.  They  had 
an  enormous  roll  of  honour  won  by  their 
nurses.  Few^  people  knew,  what  they  went 
through  during  the  influenza  epidemic,  when 
they  lost  seven  nurses  in  one  week.  She 
would  not  have,  the  Infirmary  run  down,  as  if 
the  standard  of  nursing  was  not  high.  The 
Matron  came  from  the  London  Hospital, 
which  was  simply  saying  the  standard  of 
nursing  was  very  high.  If  they  could  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  nurses  they  ought  to 
do  so.  

That  enlightened  pai>er,  the  YorkshtTi? 
Pest,    had,     last    week,     a     very     interesting 


article  on  the  unification  and  co-ordination  of 
hospitals,  and  referring  to  the  General  In- 
firmary, Leeds,  which  is  finely  equipped  in 
every  particular  for  all  medical  and  surgical 
rcquiremetjits,  the  writer  says  :-— "  With  the 
addition  of  the  new  King  Edward  wing,  the 
accommodation  at  the  Infirmary  is  now  in- 
creased from  526  to  620  beds,  but  the  whole  of 
these  are  not  now  available,  owing  to  shortage 
of  nurses.  The  difficulty  can  scarcely  be  said 
to  hinge  upon  finance,  though  the  finances  of 
the  Infirmary  just  now  give  special  cause  for 
anxiety.  The  fact  is  that  young  women  are 
not  now  coming  forward  for  training  h\ 
sufficient  numbers  at  the  institution,  owing, 
in  the  main,  to  the  superior  inducements  now 
held  out  to  women  in  other  walks  of  life.  It 
is,  however,  remarkable  that  the  great  multi- 
plication of  the  sisterhood  occasioned  by  the 
war  should  not  have  caused  more  to  adopt 
nursing  as  a  vocation.  Anyhow,  there  is  a 
waiting  list  of  close  upon  a  thousand  patients 
at  the  Infirmary,  and,  if  more  nurses  could  bo 
got,  quite  100  more  beds  (now  vacant)  could 
be  put  into  service." 


These  are  very  serious  indictments  of 
Training  School  management  by  uncontrolled 
lay  committees.  These  well-meaning  yet 
ignorant  people  have  simply  starved  out  the 
nursing  supply.  Had  the  State  stepped  in 
twenty  years  ago,  as  we  advised,  and  pro- 
tected the  title  of  "  Registered  Nurse,"  we 
should  have  to-day  an  ample  supply  of  well- 
educated,  well-trained  nurses.  The  fact  is, 
that  nursing — which  is,  as  at  present  organized, 
merely  an  avocation  for  domestic  drudges — 
is  slowly  dying  of  inanition.  An  entirely 
new  system  of  management  is  required. 
Let  the  Government  hurry  up  and  pass 
the  Nurses'  Bill,  granting  status  and  pro- 
tecting the  nurses  from  exploitation,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  good  matrons  willing  to 
help  reforms  if  they  have  a  chance ;  and  let 
it  beware  of  handing  the  nursing  profession 
over  by  "  force  "  to  the  lay  control  of  the 
College  Company,  as  advocated  by  Lord 
Knutsford  in  the  House  of  Lords,  no  doubt 
with  the  approval  of  other  noble  lords  who 
govern  hospitals.  Let  all  concerned  realise  the 
result  of  the  "  sore  feelings  "  before  arousing 
them.  

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Club  in  Glasgow  is  proving  its  value 
to  nurses ;  it  is  being  taxed  to  its  utmost  to 
accommodate  the  nursing  sisters  who  are 
tiavelling  at  present  through  Glasgow,  after 
being  demobilised,  and  while  making  enquiries 


432 


ITbe  Brtttab  Sournal  ot  Burstna 


June  21,  1919 


for  new  appointments.  Camp  beds  and 
couches  have  had  to  be  introduced  to  meet  the 
needs  of  those  claiming  hospitality,  and  those 
who  have  travelled  far  are  glad  and  grateful 
for  the  warm  welcome  they  receive. 


A  warm  expression  of  gratitude  has  been 
sent  from  the  Minist^re  de  la  Guerre,  of  the 
Service  de  Sant^  Frangaise,  to  the  Sisters 
of  the  F.F.N.C.  upon  demobilisation,  **  pour 
Icur  co-operation  si  devou^e  et  si  comp^tente 
au  chevet  de  nos  combattants. " 


Thus  on  June  30th  next,  the  activities  of 
nearly  five  years'  duration,  of  the  French  Flag 
Nursing  Corps  will  cease.  The  Sisters  leave 
France  with  the  sincerest  regret.  "  What 
shall  I  do  without  my  dear,  grateful  poilus? 
It  is  a  very  great  wrench  to  leave  France  " 
seems  the  sentiment.  Oh,  how  time  flies.  It 
seems  but  yesterday  that  someone  rang  us  up 
on  the  "  'phone,"  and  said,  "  Will  you  help 
us  to  organise  a  corps  of  British  nurses  for 
France — the  need  is  most  urgent?"  And  we 
replied,  "Who  are  you?  Certainly  I  will, 
come  right  along."  In  an  hour's  time  the 
work  was  begun,  and  every  day  for  close  on 
five  years,  including  Sundays,  we  have  done 
a  bit  for  the  Corps.  We  do  hope,  of  the 
nursing  seed  scattered  around,  some  has  fallen 
on  productive  places.  Such  work  is  for  a 
younger  generation  to  push  forward. 


Miss  E.  M.  Newman,  Lady  in  Charge  of  the 
Church  of  England  Zenana  Mission  Dispen- 
sary, Rainawari,  Srinagar,  Kashmir,  India,  of 
whose  work  we  have  given  an  account  from 
time  to  time  in  this  Journal,  writes  : — "  An 
awful  catastrophe  has  happened  :  our  hospital 
has  been  destroyed  by  fire.  Unfortunately,  a 
full  tin  of  kerosene  oil  was  upset,  and,  in  the 
fright  and  hurry,  a  lighted  lantern  was  broken. 
The  wind  was  so  high  it  fanned  the  flames  in 
all  directions.  War  and  fire  are  indeed  enemies 
of  destruction.  The  old  building  had  only  one 
staircase  ;  the  new  building  will  have  three,  and 
an  outside  one  also.  It  seemed  as  if  fate  was 
against  us  that  night ;  the  pressure  of  water 
was  so  little  the  firemen  could  not  get  the  hose 
to  act,  and  by  the  time  more  pressure  was 
obtained  it  was  too  late.  We  are  obliged  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  woodwork  in  buildings  out 
here  on  account  of  earthquakes,  so  that  the 
buildings  sway  and  do  not  crack.  We  shall 
need  300  panes  of  glass  at  is.  each.  Can  any 
reader  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 
send  one,  or  two  friends  join  at  sixpence  each, 
or  four   friends  at   threepence   each?       Postal 


orders  can  be  changed  at  the  British  post  office 
here. 

"  Should  any  private  nurses  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  suggesting  a  destination  for  hospital 
stores,  and  surgical  requisites  for  which  a 
family  has  no  more  use,  we  should  indeed  be 
grateful  for  them.  Where  there  is  nothing, 
everything  would  be  of  use — mackintoshes, 
enema  syringes,  urinals,  washhand  basins, 
soap  dishes,  toothbrush  trays,  douches,  cans, 
ointment  spatulas,  bedpans,  or  slipper  pans, 
dressing  trays,  breast  pumps,  throat  sprays, 
&c. 

"  If  you  can  help  us  in  any  way  by  making 
our  needs  known  we  shall  indeed  be  grateful." 

Now  that  so  many  war  hospitals  are  closing 
down,  many  people  have  stores  and  hospital 
equipment  to  dispose  of.  They  could  find  no 
better  destination  than  this  hospital  in 
Kashmir,   which  is  doing  excellent  work. 

THE   MATRONS'   COUNCIL  OF    GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  summer  meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council 
will  be  held  on  Friday,  July  4th,  at  the  Edith 
Cavell  Home,  Coombe  Head,  Haslemere,  by 
the  kind  invitation  of  the  Ladies'  Committee. 
The  programme  and  arrangements  for  the  day's 
outing  are  delightful,  and  Miss  Hurlston,  the 
Matron,  will  have  a  warm  welcome  for  any 
members  of  the  Matrons'  Council  who  are  able 
to  accept  the  Invitation.  The  train  leaves 
Waterloo  at  11.20,  arriving  at  Haslemere  at 
one  o'clock. 

After  the  business  meeting  is  over,  a  Garden 
Party  will  be  given  by  the  Committee  to  meet 
the  members  of  the  Council. 

Miss  Hulme,  Hon.  Secretary,  will  be  obliged 
if  the  members  of  the  Council  will  notify  her  if 
they  are  able  to  attend  the  meeting,  and  if  so 
they  must  be  early  on  the  platform,  as  no  seats 
can  now  be  reserved. 

REGISTRATION  UP-TO=DATE. 

If  the  Dogs'  Bill  debate" permits,  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill,  as  amended  in  Committee,  will 
be  considered  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Friday, 
June  27th.  Major  Barnett  has  placed  a  few 
amendments  on  the  Orders' of  the  Day,  the  most 
important  being  (i)  to  reinsert  the  word  "  train- 
ing "  in  Subsection  4,  Clause  12,  dealing  with  the 
qualification  of  nurses  in  bonS.  fide  practice  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act  and  during  the  three  years' 
term  of  grace.  The  amended  section  will  be  pro- 
posed as  follows  : — "  Produces  evidence  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Council  of  training,  and  has  in  addition 
been  for  at  least  three  years  in  bona  fide  practice 
as  a  nurse  in  attendance  upon  the  sick." 
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Representation    on    Council    of   Registered 
Children's  Nurses. 

Committee  E  having  accepted  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Nathan  Raw,  that  a 
Supplementary  Register  of  Sick  Children's  Nurses 
should  be  compiled,  Major  Barnett  will  propose 
that  ".  Two  registered  children's  nurses  to  be  elected 
as  direct  representatives  by  the  nurses  registered 
in  the  Children's  Nurses'  Register  "  be  added 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  further, 
"  And  provided  that  any  nurse  whose  name  is 
placed  on  the  General  Register,  and  who  holds 
a  certificate  for  children's  nursing,  granted  under 
conditions  approved  by  the  Council,  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  the  words  "  also  trained  in 
Children's  Nursing  "  added  to  her  record  in  the 
Register.  Thus  bringing  nurses  on  this  supple- 
mentary register  into  line  with  other  specialists. 

National  Representation  for  Nursis. 
Major  Barnett  will  also  move  to  insert  in 
Clause  4  that  of  the  four  representatives  on  the 
first  Council  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion and  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd,  "  two  shall 
be  resident  in  England — one  in  Scotland  and  one 
in  Ireland,"  this  to  provide  electorates  lor  the 
definite  national  representation  suggested  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

The  Association   for  the  Promotion   of  the 
Registration  of  Nurses  in  Scotland. 

Major  Barnett  will  move  to  give  a  representative 
to  "  "The  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Re- 
gistration of  Nurses  in  Scotland  ' ' — to  provide  the 
fourth  electorate  required  for  Scottish  nurses. 
This  Association,  formerly  represented  in  the 
Central  Committee,  transferred  its  allegiance  to 
the  Bill  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  just  before 
the  present  Session,  and  thereiore  did  not  appear 
as  supporting  the  Bill  it  had  helped  to  draft,  when 
it  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  a  place  in  the 
ballot,  which  resulted  in  its  Second  Reading  on 
March  28th  last. 

The   Substitution    of   the   College   Bill 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Leonard  Lyle,  Chairman  of  Queen  Mary's 
Hospital  for  the  East  End,  leads  a  group,  in- 
cluding three  members  for  divisions  of  Manchester, 
who  have  down  several  contentious  amendments, 
the  result  of  which  would  be  to  substitute  the 
largely  lay  constitution  of  the  College  Bill  Council, 
refused  by  Committee  E,  for  that  ol  the  Central 
Committee's  Bill,  and  otherwise  to  emasculate 
the  Nurses'  Bill,  and  deprive  them  of  privileges 
agreed  to  in  Committee.  These  may  be  termed 
"  wrecking  amendments." 

Lay  Control. 
British  Hospitals'  Association,  Ltd. 

.  Major  E^rl  Winterton,  Chairman  of  the  Hos- 
pital lor  Women,  Soho  Square,  and  Mr.  Neville 
Chamberlain  (Ladywood,  Birmingham)  have  down 
an  amendment  to  give  four  seats  in  p>erpetuity  to 
the   British  Hospitals'   Association,   composed  of 


hospital  officials,  and  of  which  Sir  Henry  Burdett 
is  an  hon.  officer.  Colonel  Burn  proposes  to  add 
*'  one  'representative  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  London  General  Hospitals  for  Children,  and 
one  by  the  Federation  of  Provincial  General 
Hospitals  for  Children." 

Mr.  William  Graham,  Labour  member,  Edin- 
burgh Central,  proposes  to  add  six  more  em- 
ployers to  the  Council — one  person  by  the  Con- 
vention of  Royal  Burghs  in  Scotland,  one  person 
by  the  County  Councils'  Association  in  Scotland, 
two  persons  by  the  Associations  representing 
boroughs  and  counties  respectively  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  two  persons  by  the  Associations 
representing  boroughs  and  counties  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  for  the  College  has  down 
to  add  four  persons  by  the  Privy  Council,  three 
by  the  British  Hospitals'  Association,  three 
by  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  and 
eleven  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  so  that 
together  thirty  members  of  the  laity,  the 
majority  of  whom  employ  nurses,  are  provided 
with  seats  on  the  Council,  and  the  subjugation  of 
the  nurses  wo  aid  be  complete  if  all  the  wrecking 
amendments    are    accepted    by   Parliament. 

The  tenacity  with  which  all  these  employers  of 
nurses  are  attempting  to  cling  to  their  uncon- 
trolled power  over  them  is  evident  proof  of  the 
urgent  need  for  Parliament  to  move  in  the  direc- 
tion of  granting  nurses  adequate  powers  of  self- 
government,  and  protection  from  the  exploitation 
from  which  they  have  suffered  so  long,  because  they 
are  working  women.  The  only  alternative, 
should  the  College  succeed  in  its  tjnrannical  scheme 
of  registration,  will  be  for  young  women  to  choose 
work  of  more  honourable  status,  and  firmly  refuse 
to  continue  to  be  the  only  class  of  professional 
women  deprived  of  self-determination  and,  in 
consequence,  of  personal  responsibility. 

Appointment  of  a  Committee. 
Sir  Watson  Cheyne  has  put  down  the  following 
amendment  to  supersede  the  first  Council  as  pro- 
vided in  Clause  4,  and  agreed  to  in  Committee  : — 
"  Provided  on  the  passage  of  this  Act  a  com- 
mittee of  not  more  than  ten  persons  shall  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  take  evidence  on  the 
best  method  of  forming  a  register  of  nurses,  to 
draw  up  regulations  for  the  formation  of  such  a 
register,  and  to  form  the  first  register.  At  the 
end  of  one  year  this  committee  shall  cease  to  act, 
and  the  Council  appointed  in  the  manner  before- 
mentioned  shall  take  up  the  duties  of  continuing 
and  maintaining  the  register."  We  feel  sure  that 
this  suggestion  will  meet  with  strong  opposition 
from  the  80,000  nurses  who  will  presumably  have 
to  conform  to  the  rules  dictated  by  those  ten 
persons.  It  is  not  only  a  question  of  formirg  a 
register  ot  nurses,  but  of  defining  their  educational 
curricula,  and  making  rules  for  maintaining  dis- 
cipline. The  nurses  claim  the  right  to  adequate 
personal  responsibility  in  this  connection,  and 
members  of  the  medical  profession  who  enjoy 
self-government  will,  we  hope,  support  the  claim 
of  the  interdependent  profession  of  nursing. 
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JHE   NATION'S  FUND   FOR   MRSES. 


WE  CALL  FOR  THE  AUDITED  ACCOUNTS 
WITHOUT  DELAY. 

We  note  that  Mrs.  Lionel  Harris,  the  wife 
of  the  well-known  dealer  in  Spanish  art,  is  the 
latest  patroness  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for 
Nurses,  and  that  at  a '  recent  meeting  at  her 
house  in  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley,  Miss  Fay  Compton,  and  Captain 
Elliot,  M.P.,  were  all  pleading  for  more  money 
for  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  or  for  indi- 
gent nurses,  and  the  usual  sickly  sentiment 
was  advanced  in  support  of  these  schemes  for 
the  inevitable  pauperisation  of  what  ha's  a  right 
to  be  a  self-supporting  profession  for  women. 
As  a  member  of  the  medical  profession,  surely 
Captain  Elliot  must  know  that  higher  pay 
from  bodies  and  persons  who  employ  nurses' 
services,  and  the  organization  of  Nursing 
Education  by  the  State,  are  the  right  and 
dignified  means  of  improving  the  status  of 
trained  nurses,  and  not  through  charity  doles, 
which  inevitably  lower  their  status  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  and  to  ask  for  money  to 
finance  an  Employers'  Union  of  hospital  officials 
to  control  trained  nurses  is  totally  unjustifiable, 
and  can  only  result  in  the  inevitable  revanche. 
The  truth  is  that  this  patronage  of  the  worker, 
so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  plutocrat  and  social 
climber,  has  resulted  in  thousands  of  pounds 
being  handed  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.. 
and  is  now  being  used,  as  we  warned  Lady 
Cowdray  it  would  be,  in  crushing  out  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  trained  nurses'  organizations 
and  in  wrecking  their  Registration  Bill.  What 
trained  nurses  have  a  right  to  see  are  the 
audited  accounts  of  this  war  charity — the 
Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses — and  we  call  upon 
Viscountess  Cowdray  and  her  Committee  to 
issue  them  to  the  public  without  delay.  The 
public  has  subscribed  the  money  for  the  benefit 
and  not  the  injury  of  trained  nurses,  and  unless 
these  accounts  are  presented  in  detail,  as  they 
should  have  been  long  ago,  some  means  must 
be  found  to  have  them  disclosed.  We  are  not 
going  to  have  our  independence  bought  and 
sold  in  camera. 


A   FALSEHOOD   REFUTED. 


Sir  Henry  Burdett,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times, 
attempting  as  usual  to  belittle  and  intimidate  the 
Dioneer  State  Registrationists,  who  have  dared, 
in  spite  of  his  thirty  years'  vilification,  to  co- 
operate in  self-governing  societies,  made  the 
statement  that  "  Mr.  Macmaster,  the  Chairman  of 
Standing    Comirittee    E,    is    reported    to    have 


Suggested  that  the  Central  Committee  Bill  should 
be  referred  bacl?  to  his  Committee,  for  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  misled,  and  those  with  whom  he 
discussed  the  subject  agreed  with  him  that  the 
Bill  as  it  stands  is  not  right."  Sir  Henry  Burdett 
has  also  repeated  this  statement  in  his  pseudo- 
professional  journals,  the  Hospital  and  the  Nursing 
Mirror. 

On  June  nth  the  following  letter  appeared  in 
the  Times  from  Mr.  Macmaster,  K.C.,  M.P.  : — 

"  Nurses'  Registration. 
To  the  Editor  oj  "  The  Times.'' 

"  Sir — I  have  just  read  Sir  Henry  Burdett 's 
letter  in  your  issue  ol  the  9th  inst.  Any  report 
that  I  suggested  that  the  Central  Committee's  Bill 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  on  the 
ground  that  "  the  Committee  had  been  misled," 
lacks  foundation.  In  view  of  the  numerous 
amendments  put  upon  the  paper,  there  may  be 
ground  tor  lurther  consideration  in  Committee  or 
in  the  House — but  that  is  another  and  a  different 
matter. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"  Donald  Macmaster, 
"  Chairman' Standing  Committee  E. 
"  Merlewood,  Virginia  Water,  June  nth." 

We  now  await  Sir  Henry  Burdett's  public 
apology  for  making  this  false  and  malicious 
statement. 

Mr.  Macmaster,  who  is  member  for  Chertsey,  has, 
we  note,  been  persuaded  to  offer  himself  lor 
election  on  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Niirsing, 
Ltd.,  so  that  should  the  Nurses'  Bill  be  further 
considered  in  Committee  (which  is  entirely 
unnecessary  considering  the  machine-made  agita- 
tion against  it,  engineered  by  the  College  of 
Nursing  Company),  he  w^ould  not  be  an  impartial 
Chairman.  We  learn,  however,  that  Mr.  Mac- 
master  left  lor  Canada  by  the  Aquitania  last 
Saturday  tor  a  visit  of  some  weeks'  duration. 


COLLEGE    OF  NURSING,   LTD. 


ELECTION    OF     COUNCIL. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  ot  wire-pulling  about 
the  election  oi  candidates  on  to  the  College  Coun- 
cil. None  of  the  nominated  candidates  eligible 
for  re- election  withdrew  so  as  to  make  way  for  any 
of  the  nurses'  nominees,  of  whom  there  were  97 
• — amongst  them  eight  nurses  and  sisters,  and 
one  health  visitor,  all  the  rest  being  matrons, 
assistant  matrons,  superintendents,  doctors  or 
barristers. 

We  are  informed  that  the  undue  influence  of 
Matrons  instructing  their  nurses  whom  to  vote 
for,  was  again  in  force  this  year.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  know  if  "  free  lances  "  and  "  out- 
siders "  have  been  again  kept  off  the  Council ; 
but,  of  course,  any  such  election  is  a  farce,  so 
long  as  the  Register  is  not  in  print. 
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A    TRAINED    LEADER    FROM     AMONG 
NURSES. 


By    a    Member    of    The    Nurses'  Missionary 
League. 

^  I  think  the  thought  01  being  a  trained  leader 
in  the  nursing  prolession  is  one  which  must  appeal 
to  a  great  number  of  nurses  who  are  now  consider- 
ing the  question  of  "  what  to  do  next." 

During  the  years  ot  war  our  time  and  thoughts 
have  been  fully  occupied  with  doing  the  obvious 
"  next  thing,"  wherever  we  have  been  placed. 
Some  of  us  have  had  experience  which  will  go 
far  toward  equipping  us  in  powers  of  organisation 
and  general  up-to-dateness  in  methods  and 
appliances  of  modern  surgery.  Some  have  been 
privileged  to  work  under  some  of  the  best  and 
keenest  physicians  and  surgeons  of  our  day. 
I  think  all  may  be  said  to  have  had  their  chance 
of  doing  their  "  bit  "  in  the  service  of  our  country, 
whether  in  military  hospitals,  or  in  the  less  glori- 
fied, but  equally  necessary  wort  among  civilians. 

What,  then,  are  the  necessary  qualifications 
for  the  trained  leader  among  nurses  ?  and  how 
can  they  be  put  to  the  best  use  ? 

Character  and  Personality. — We  all  know  the 
difference  in  the  tone  of  a  ward  which  is  run  by 
a  sister  with  a  strong  character  and  personality, 
and  that  run  by  one  who  is  weak  and  vacillating. 
When  there  is  an  air  of  brightness,  combined 
with  discipline,  in  the  Sister,  it  is  reflected  in  the 
attitude  of  the  nurses  towards  the  patients,  and 
it  is  very  rarely  that  the  patients  do  not  respond 
to  it. 

Qualifications. — Obviously  the  better  qualified 
the  nurse  is  in  the  many  branches  of  her  profession, 
as  well  as  in  outside  thought  and  reading,  the 
more  fitted  she  will  be  to  be  a  leader  in  the  pro- 
fession. 

Organisation. — She  may  have  character  and 
professional  qualifications,  but  the  true  leader 
must  also  have  powers  of  organisation,  and  an 
aptitude  for  training  others.  It  is  one  thing  to  be 
at  the  head  of  affairs  and  hold  all  the  strings 
in  our  own  hands,  so  to  speak,  but  it  is  another 
thing  to  train  others  to  be  fitted  to  carry  on  in 
our  absence,  and  if  illness  or  necessity  should  arise, 
to  take  over  the  reins  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
work  does  not  sufter. 

Ideal. — I  have  purposely  left  this  subject 
until  the  end,  though  it  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant of  the  qualifications  ot  a  leader  among 
nurses.  It  includes  the  mere  fact  of  the  ability 
to  respond  to  dire  human  need  ;  the  possibility 
01  giving  one's  best  and  highest  in  practical 
sympathy  for  the  sufferer ;  and  above  all,  the 
true  source  from  whence  all  springs,  viz.,  Lova> 
the  very  love  which  is  personified  in  Him  who 
went  about  healing  and  preaching,  and  an  ex- 
ample that  we  with  our  special  gifts  should  do 
likewdse. 

A  great  Missionary  Society  at  its  Annual  Meet- 
ing this  year  resolved  "  To  plead  for  offers  ot 
service,    especially   from   trained    leaders,    educa- 


tionalists, doctors  and  nurses."  Surely  the 
thought  of  the  Ideal  leads  us  on  to  consider  this 
plea,  and  to  think  of  the  many  opportunities 
for  trained  leaders  to  use  not  only  their  quali- 
fications but  their  lives  in  the  highest  and  most 
truitful,  though  sad  to  say  the  most  needy  of  all 
work,  the  foreign  mission  field.  And  why  are 
Leaaers  wanted  }  Firstly,  because  in  so  many 
cases  it  is  pioneer  work.  Whereas  there  are  dozens 
of  Nurses  in  a  European  hospital,  in  the  mission 
field  the  nurse  may  find  that  she  is  the  only  one 
in  the  whole  distri'"-t.  She  will  probably  find  her- 
self responsible  for  running  a  hospital,  organis- 
ing the  work  and  training  probationers  from  the 
lawest  material,  and  bearing  the  thousand  and 
one  cares  of  up-to-date  work  with  possibly,  at 
first,  a  minimum  amount  of  equipment.  Secondly, 
because  the  need  is  great,  and  the  cases  often 
far  more  difficult  to  nurse  than  in  more  civilised 
conditions.  Thirdly,  because,  above  all,  it  is 
her  business  to  reflect  the  love  and  character  ot 
the  Master  whom  she  serves. 

The  average  wording  years  of  a  nurse's  lite 
number  from  20  to  25  at  the  most ;  after  that 
she  must  give  place  to  a  younger  and  more  up- 
to-date  generation,  even  if  health  does  not  oblige 
her  to  retire  before.  How  necessary  then  to 
decide  to  put  those  few  years  ot  our  life  to  the 
best  and  highest  use. 

Medical  Missions  Exhibition. — At  the  end  of 
this  month  there  is  to  be  a  United  Medical  Mis- 
sions Exhibition  at  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields, 
Ttafalgar  Square.  Doctors  and  nurses  will  there 
have  exceptional  opportunities  of  seeing  and 
hearing  something  of  true  Medical  Missionary 
work.  Go  to  it  whether  interested  or  not,  and 
see  tor  yourself  what  the  needs  are,  and  see  if 
it  is  not,  perhaps,  your  vocation  to  become  a 
leader  from  among  nurses  in  this  great  and  gloii- 
ous  cause. 


THE  BISHOP  OF  LONDON  ON  THE 
SCANDALOUS  MISUSE  OF  NURSES' 
UNIFORM. 

The  Bishop  of  London,  speaking  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Diocesan  Preventive  Council,  at  the  Church 
House,  on  Monday,  said  that  the  war  had  awakened 
us  to  what  the  Bible  called  "  the  corruptioa 
that  is  in  the  world  through  lust."  Speaking 
of  the  state  Ox  our  open  spaces  as  a  scand  il,  the 
Bishop  said  that  a  verified  statement  of  what 
had  been  seen  in  the  parks  and  open  spaces  was 
now  before  the  County  Council.  An  official 
was  recently  scandalised  to  see  seven  women 
in  the  uniform  of  Nurses  lying  about  with  soldiers 
in  one  ox  our  open  spaces.  It  was  unfortunately 
true  that  it  was  one  of  the  commonest  pretences 
for  women  to  assume  Nurses'  uniform. 

It  is  also  scandalous  that  vested  interests 
have  for  thirty  years  prevented  the  passing  of 
a  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  giving  Nurses  the 
power  to  regulate  their  profession,  including 
the   protection   of  its   uniform. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital,  Mount  Pleasmt.- Miss 

K.  Fox  has  been  appointed  Matron.     She  was  trained 
at  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  Greenwich,  and  the  Hospital 
for  Women,  Soho  Square,  and  has  had  a  varied  experi- 
ence both  at  home  and  abroad,  including  service  with 
the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. 
NURSE     MATRON. 
Cottage    Hospital,   Tetbury. — ^Miss  E.   E.   Southgate 
has  been  appointed  Nurse-Matron.     She  was  trained 
at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
Throat  and  Ear  Hospital,  Brighton,  and  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital,    Walton-on-Thames,    Nurse-Matron    of    the 
Shedfield    Cottage    Hospital,    and    Sister    at    the  3rd 
Southern  General  Hospital,  Oxford. 
SISTER. 

West  Hartlepool  Hospital  for  Discharged  Soldiers.— 

Miss  N.  Sharland  has  been  appointed  Day  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Sister  at  Queen 
Mary's  Military  Hospital,  Whalley,  Lancashire,  and  at 
the  Victoria  Hospital,  Glasgow. 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

West  Hartlepool  Hospital  for  Disciiarged  Soldiers.— 

Miss  E.  Cocking  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.    She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield. 
HOME    SISTER. 

The  Infirmary,  Isle wortli.— Miss  Edith  M.  Barber  has 
been  appointed  Home  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Kingston  Infirmary,  where  she  was  Ward  Sister  and 
Night  Sister.  She  has  been  Midwife  at  Fulham 
Infirmary,  Hammersmith,  and  Ward  Sister,  Night  Sister 
and  temporary  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Horton  War 
Hospital,   Epsom. 

Miss  IBarber  has  also  had  experience  in  private 
nursing,  and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 

FOR      NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments, 

Miss  Frances  A.  Wood  is  appointed  to  Manchester 
(Salford)  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Mabel  Lambert,  to 
Lines.  C.N. A.  as  an  Assistant  County  Superintendent ; 
Miss  Eleanor  G.  Turnell,  to  Herts.  C.N. A.  as  Assistant 
County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Maud  H.  WeaFe,  to 
Plaistow  Maternity  Charity  as  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent ;  Miss  Sarah  J.  Lambert,  to  Cornwall  C.N. A.  as 
Second  Assistant  County  Superintendent  ;  Miss 
Florence  May,  to  Birmingham  (Summer  Hill  Road)  as 
Second  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Amy  L.  M. 
Edge,  to  Southborough  ;  Miss  Margaret  E.  Holman,  to 
East  London  (South)  ;  Miss  Ada  H.  Hopkins,  to  Can- 
nock ;  Miss  Beatrice  M.  Hutchinson,  to  Staveley 
Town ;  Miss  Mary  McGinn,  to  Three  Towns  ;  Miss 
Margaret  Moore,  to  Newton  Heath  ;  Miss  Jessie 
Rodmell.  to  Charlton  and  Blackheath ;  Miss  Laura 
Scott,  to  Dewsbury. 


No  doubt  under  these  conditions  many  nurses 
will  wish  to  stay  on  for  the  fourth  year,  but  it 
should  not  be  compulsory. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


We  congratulate  the  authorities  of  the  West- 
minster Hospital,  S.W.,  on  having  not  only  sub- 
stantially increased  the  salaries  of  their  nursing 
staff,  but  having  simultaneously  reduced  the 
term  of  engagement   from    four    to   three  years. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

June  2/[th-2jth. — National  Council  of  Women  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual  Meeting. 
De  Montfort  Hall,  Leicester. 

June  2'jth. — Nurses'  Registration  Bill  (Central 
Committee)  Report  Stage,  House  of  Commons. 

June  2>oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
Annual  General  Meeting,  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  i.     3  p.m. 

July  isi  to  ^rd. — National  Conference  on  Infant 
Welfare  as  part  of  National  Baby  Week  Celebra- 
tions. The  Kingsway  Hall,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.C.  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher 
Addison,  M.P.,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Apply  for  information  to  the 
Secretary,  4  and  5,  Tavistock  Square,  London, 
W.C. 

July  ^th. — The  Matrons'  Council :  Meeting  and 
Garden  Party,  Edith  Cavell  Home,  Coombe  Head, 
Haslemere,  by  kind  invitation  of  the  Committee 
and  Matron. 

July  ^th  — League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Nurses.  General  Meeting,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  2.30.  Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall. 
4  p.m. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
ull  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

VALUABLE    PUBLIC    SUPPORT. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — ^May  I,  through  the  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  express  my  very  warm 
thanks  for  the  extremely  cordial  appreciation 
given  me  by  members  and  bodies  of  the  nursing 
profession  for  my  very  small  effort  the  other  day 
at  the  Nurses'  Protest  Meeting.  It  gave  me 
nothing  but  pleasure  and  pride  to  be  associated  so 
prominently  with  the  fight  tor  State  Registration, 
and  my  services,  such  as  they  are,  will  always  be 
forthcoming  tor  such  a  cause. 

In  my  opinion,  the  regularisation  ot  the  status 
of  the  nursing  profession  as  a  profession,  and  not 
merely  as  an  occupation,  is  fully  as  important  a 
point  in  the  campaign  for  equal  rights,  as  the 
claim  for  equal  work  for  equal  wage  in  industry, 
which  obtains  so  much  more  support  and  pub- 
licity. 

Believe  me  to  be. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  Nina  Boyle. 

Moorpark,  Cardross, 
Dumbartonshire. 

[We  nurses  are  greatly  indebted  to  Miss  Nina 
Bovle  for  her  valuable  public  support. — Ed.] 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


^^T^yTE    are    greatly    gratified     by     the     constant 

%  V  /    appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 

^^k/     by    the    Mediced    Profession;     and    we    are 

T  ▼       satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 

known    the    more    widely    it    will    be    used. 

The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Fll^cl"  •  '^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

^  i*  51  •  branch    is   under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist.  j 

*  S^r*rfcnrl  •   ^^    Dispensing    Equipment    at    every 

OCCUnU  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  are  permitted. 

TTLi*  J  ,  AH  the  Drugs  and  Pharmaceutical 
*  *ii*  U  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytic£il  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

Fr\lll»l"Vl  •  ^^^  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  edways 
^  ^***  ^"  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  tmnMm%i.r   *w  '  H«»d  Office:  STATION  9T.. 

Managlnt  Director.  W^nwy>WWH»  NOTTINGHAM. 
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WE    SHALL    RESIST    "FORCE." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — Someone  has  kindly  sent  me  a  copy 
of  your  paper,  which  generally  happens  when  I 
am  abused  in  it — so  I  get  quite  a  number  of  copies 
from  time   to  time. 

It  would  be  rather  difficult  to  reply  in  even 
temper  to  your  leading  article  if  I  were  not  har- 
dened to  being  misrepresented  by  you.  But 
lest  any  of  your  readers  should  feel,  with  you, 
that  they  need  protection  against  "  the  gratuitous 
insults  and  domination  of  men  of  the  type  of  Lord 
Knutstord,"  will  you  allow  me  to  say  that  you 
have  put  a  totally  wrong  construction  on  what 
I  said.  I  said  that,  as  no  agreement  could  be 
come  to  between  the  supporters  of  the  two  Bills, 
a  Council  would  have  to  be  forced  on  Nurses 
which  would  carry  the  confidence  of  Nurses 
after  the  first  sore  feeling  had  passed  off.  This 
remark  applied  equally  to  both  sides.  Neither 
side  will  get,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  what  they 
want,  and  will,  therefore,  be  obliged,  or  forced, 
to  accept  something  they  do  not  altogether  like. 
Is  not  this  pretty  obvious  ?  We  all  have  to  do 
this  sometimes,  even  those  who  oppose  Regis- 
tration ! 

t  It  is  not  my  "  despotic  will  "  which  is  to  be 
forced  on  anyone.  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  College  Bill  or  with  the  College.  I  am  only 
quite  sure  that  the  majority  of  Nurses  are  in 
favour  of  the  College  Bill,  and  not  of  the  Bill 
promoted  by  Societies,  several  of  which  are  run 
by  one  and  the  same  people  whose  names  appear 
over  and  over  again,  now  in  one  position,  now 
in  another  ;  and  the  names  of  the  members  of 
which  are,  certainly  in  the  case  of  the  "  Matrons' 
Council,"   a  wisely  preserved  secret. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Knutsford. 

[We  know  our  Lord  Knutsford  far  too  well  to 
quote  his  unreported  verbal  utterances,  and, 
although  in  supporting  the  College  Bill  in  the 
Lords,  we  heard  him  speal:  the  words  criticised  in 
our  Editorial  last  week,  we  carefully  quoted  them 
word  for  word  from  Hansard's  Official  Report  of 
the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  Tuesday,  May  27th, 
1919,  column  839.  The  statement  to  which  we 
took  strong  exception  is  as  follows  : — "  You  cannot 
get  agreement,  but  you  may  get  a  Council  forced 
upon  them,"  that  is,  forced  upon  the  nurses  who 
object  to  the  autocratic  lay  control  provided  for  in 
the  College  Bill  to  which  Lord  Knutsford  petitioned 
his  peers  to  give  a  second  reading,  and  which, 
supported  by  other  hospital  chairmen,  the  Lords 
proceeded  to  do. 

Lord  Knutsford,  who  says  he  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  College,  is  sure  the  majority  of  nurses  are 
in  favour  of  the  College  Bill,  and  we  are  equally  sure 
that  not  one  College  nurse  in  a  hundred  has  ever 
read  either  Bill.  Knowing  from  the  commercial 
nursing  press  the  late  of  any  Matron  or  Nurse  who 
dares  to  co-operate  for  professional  independence, 
the  majority  of  nurses  meekly  place  their  names 
on  the  College  Register,  because  the  Matron, 
pushed  by  the  Committee,  urges  her  to  do  so,  and 


because  promotion  depends  on  acquiescence — a 
vicious  circle  indeed  ! 

The  personal  attacks  of  Lord  Knutsford  in  and 
out  of  the  press  on  women  members  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  and  other  nurses'  organisations 
are  as  contemptible  as  they  are  unchivalrous,  but 
apparently  "  noblesse  oblige  "  is  not  obligatory  on 
the  new  aristocracy. 

But  we  pioneers  of  State  Registration  like  not 
the  threat  ot  "  force  "  in  any  form  whatever,  and 
we  give  lair  warning  of  unflinching  resistance  if  any 
attempt  is  made  by  Parliament  to  place  us  under 
the  control  of  the  College  oligarchy  of  hospital 
officials,  who  have  no  more  right  to  govern  the 
Nursing  ProlessioB  than  the  nurses  have  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Bar  Council,  the  professional 
authority  of  the  profession  to  which  Lord  Knuts- 
ford belonged. 

When  Lord  Knutsford  ceases  to  "  preserve 
secret  "  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  very 
lucrative  Private  Nurse  Farm  he  conducts  at 
the  London  Hospital,  it  will  be  time  for  him  to 
demand  information  concerning  Nurses'  organi- 
zations which  are  free  from  his  "  despotic  will." 
— Ed.] 

WISDOM,  JUSTICE,    ENTHUSIASM    PROVE 
MORAL    STRENGTH. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — When  Lord  Ampthill,  in  his 
speech  in  the  House  of  Lords,  denounced  that 
particular  clause  in  the  College  Bill  which  stales 
that  every  nuise  on  the  general  register  would 
be  "  entitled  "  to  become  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  he  drew  attention  to  an  important 
point  which,  in  my  opinion,  reflects  against  the 
soundness  of  the  present  membership  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.  They  hereby  admit  that  regis- 
tration and  membership  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  are  two  different  things. 

Some  of  us  would  be  interested  to  know  how 
many  of  the  nurses  they  claim  as  "  members  " 
in  support  of  their  Bill  have  paid  any  subscription, 
apart  from  the  guinea  registration  fee. 

It  really  is  time  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
stated  the  number  and  calling  of  their  actual 
"  supporters,"  when  they  presume  to  compare 
their  strength  with  that  of  societies  which  depend 
upon  annual  subscriptions  from  members  who 
support  the  principles  they  uphold. 

What  kind  of  "  support  "  is  it  which  has  to 
depend  upon  flag-days,  bazaars,  and  all  the  usual 
supplications  which  go  hand- in- hand  with  charit- 
able ei'terprise  ? 

The  wisest  nurses  are  undoubtedly  those  who 
"  pay  the  piper  and  call  their  own  tune."  Their 
present  demand  is  for  justice. 

Qualities  such  as  wisdom,  justice  and  enthus- 
iasm are  not  to  be  judged  by  numerical  strength  ; 
yet  they  represent  moral  strength  and  inevitably 
result  in  moral  force. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Theresa  McGrath. 
45,  Lloyd  Street  South, 
Manchester. 
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KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Manchester  Nurse  : — "  I  note  that  our  M.P.s  are 
amongst  those  helping  the  College  to  wreck  our 
Bill  in  the  House  ot  Commons  by  putting  down 
several  contentious  amendments  on  Report  stage. 
I  tor  one  thank  '  Politician '  lor  his  admirable 
advice  last  week,  and  am  already  acting  upon  it. 
I  work  amongst  the  proletariat,  the  majority  of 
whom  have  several  votes  under  one  roof,  and  they 
are  all  on  the  side  of  '  our  nurse.'  If  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  M.R.I,  authorities  our  Bill  is  wrecked, 
we  shall  have  something  to  say  at  the  next  election. 
Every  '  wrecker  '  must  be  noted  and  pilloried. 
After  waiting  all  these  years  and  working  and 
giving  every  penny  we  can  spare  to  forward  State 
Registration,  to  have  these  autocratic  hospitals 
(united  in  the  College  of  Nursing)  ruin  our  splendid 
chance  ot  success  would  indeed  be  justification  for 
a  Nuises'  revolution.  Anyway,  let  us  take  to 
heart  the  story  of  the  mouse  and  the  lion — if  the 
mice  begin  to  nibble  the  lion  of  liberty  will  soon 
ramp  through  the  toughest  net." 

Indignant  Matron  writes  : — ■"  The  way  you  are 
rousing  up  the  nurses  is  a  shame.  I  cannot  get 
probationers,  and  even  the  best  training  schools 
cannot  get  the  type  of  girl  they  require.  ...  As 
for  that  '  Politician  '  and  his  trade  union  advice, 
let  him  keep  it  to  himself — we  want  none  of  it  in 
the  nursing  world.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the 
hospital  chairmen  in  the  House  of  Lords  intend  to 
make  mincfemeat  of  the  Central  Committee's  Bill 
if  it  ever  gets  there." 

[We  can  well  beheve  it. — Ed.] 

Miss  C.  Gardiner,  Birmingham  ;  Miss  K.  Jones, 
Cardiff  ;  Miss  Amy  Porter,  Stratford  ;  Miss  Fanny 
Bennett,  Nottingham ;  Mrs.  Geary,  London,  and 
several  Sisteis  and  Nurses  wish  to  thank  "  Poli- 
tician "  for  his  letter  in  last  week's  issue.  All  these 
nurses  are  "  most  bitterly "  indignant  at  the 
circular  letter  issued  by  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  inviting  the  nurses  on  its 
Register  to  wreck  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill. 
A  Barts  Nurse  writes  : — "  It  is  a  blot  on  the 
escutcheon  of  Barts  that  this  infamous  document 
is  signed  by  a  member  of  our  League  ;  it  is  enough 
to  make  its  Founder  turn  in  her  grave." 

Private  Nurse  : — "  I  am  giving  up  nursing  and 
qualifying  in  new  work.  What  with  Nation's 
Fund  snobbery  and  College  tyranny,  I  intend  to 
get  out  of  it  before  it  is  too  late." 

Two  Sisters  : — "  You  will  be  amused — Edith 
and  I  are  going  on  the  land.  You  know  how  fond 
we  are  of  animals.  All  this  V.A.D,  business  has 
given  us  the  '  pip.'  " 

F.F.N. C.  Sister  : — "  I  am  more  disgusted  than 
I  can  say,  when  reading  the  College  Press,  at  the 
machinations  that  are  going  on  with  regard  to 
our  Bill,  It  is  lamentable  that  so  many  nurses 
should  be  content  to  read  only  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  do  not  give  themselves  the  trouble, 
or  have  so  little  intelligence  that  they  do  not 
attempt  to  find  out  the  facts  on  the  other  side. 
It  astonishes  one  that  they  are  not  indignant 
at  the  attitude  taken  by  the  hospital  authorities. 


who  bar  the  British  Journal  of  Nursing  from 
the  nurses'  sitting-room,  as  if  we  nurses  had  no 
right  to  opinions^ofj^our  own,  or  to  exercise  our 
own  judgment." 

[This  Sister  was  trained  at  a  hospital  where 
an  applicant  for  the  matronship  had  to  promise 
the  Committee  oshel^would  not  attend  a  State 
Registration  or"  Suffrage  meeting  !  We  learned 
on  enquiry  that  no  such  stipulation  was  exacted 
from  the  kitchen  maids,  whom  she  had  to 
control ! — Ed.] 

A  Manchester  Man: — "May  I  suggest  that 
it  should  be  made  a  penal  offence  for  hospital 
employers  to  induce  their  salaried  staff  to  sign 
such  an  Agreement  as  that  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.  It  is  a  gross  abuse  of  power,  as 
the  College  Council,  which  may  include  the 
Matron,  may  ruin  their  nurses'  professional 
careers,  by  removing  their  names  from  the  regis- 
ter without  any  appeal.  The  fashionable 
lawyers  of  this  Council  recently  threatened  a 
nurse  in  this  city  with  a  libel  action,  and  had  the 
impertinence  to  command  her  to  attend  at  the 
solicitor's  office  to  have  the  writ ,  served  upon  her  I 
Of  course,  she  did  not  go." 


NOTICES. 

If  any  of  our  readers  have  any  difficulty  in 
securing  their  week  lyjcopy  of  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing,  we  should  advise  them  to  subscribe 
for  the  year  through  the  office  at  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W,  i.  If  they  belong  to  any 
organised  society  of  nurses,  the  subscription,  paid 
in  advance,  is  6s.  6d.  per  annum  post  free,  if  not 
I  OS.  lod.  per  annum.  To  pay  locally  2d.  per  week 
means  an  annual  expenditure  of  8s.  8d. 


Will  readers  who  subscribe  through  the  office 
kindly  note  that  a  week's  notice  must  be  given  of 
change  of  address,  as  wrappers  must  be  addressed 
in  advance. 


The  Editor  wishes  to  remind  readers  that  all 
matters  of  business,  advertisements,  changes  of 
address,  &c  ,  must  be  sent  to  the  Marager,  B.J.N., 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 

Editorial  matter  only  should  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  at  20,  Upper  Wimpole  Street,  London,  W.i. 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

June  z\st. — What  do  you  understand  by  the 
term  "  carrier  "  ?  How  does  a  person  become  a 
carrier  ?  What  diseases  are  disseminated  by 
carriers  ? 

June  28'th. — Describe  the  nursing  of  a  case  after 
the  removal  of  adenoma. 

July  5th. — What  would  you  get  ready  lor  a 
surgeon  who  wished  to  make  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion ?     How  would  you  prepare  the  patient  ? 

July  12th. — Describe  the  nursing  of  a  case  after 
the  excision  of  the  tongue. 
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NATIONAL  CONFERENCE   ON   INFANT 
WELFARE. 

KINQ5WAY   HALL,   KINQSWAY,  W.C.  1, 

(Organised  by  the  National  League  for  Health 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.) 

PROGRAMME. 

Tuesday,  July  ist. 

Inaugural  Address  by  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher 

Addison,  M.P.,  M.D. 

Subject  jor  Discussion.  —  Ante-natal  and  Neo- 
Natal  Mortality  and  its  Prevention. 

Morning  Session,  io-i  p.m.  Chairman  :  Sir 
Arthur  Newsholme,  K.C.B.,  M.D. 

Papers. — The  Causes  of  Ante-natal  Disease  and 
Death.     Dr.  Amand  Routh. 

The  Results  to  be  expected  from  Ante-natal  Care. 
Dr.  Eardley  Holland  and  Dr.  Morna  Rawlins. 

Afternoon  Session,  2.30-4.30  p.m.  Chair- 
man :  Sir  Malcolm  Morris,  M.D. 

Papers. — The  Racial  Poisons  and  the  Racial 
Prospect.  Dr.  C.  W.  Saleeby,  Dr.  J.  J.  Buchan 
and  others. 

WEDNK.SDAY,    JULY   2ND. 

Morning  Session,  io-i  p.m.  Chairman  :  Sir 
Francis  Champneys,  Bart.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 

Subject  for  Discussion. — The  Work  of  the  Mid- 
wife in  relation  to  Ante-Natal  and  Neo-Natal 
Mortality. 

Papers.— Bt.  Fairbairn,  Dr.  Vera  Foley,  Miss 
Helen  Burnside. 

Afternoon  Session.  2.30-4.30  p.m.  Chairman  : 
Mrs.  ScharUeb,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  M.S. 

Subject  jor  Discussion. — The  Industrial  Employ- 
ment of  Mothers  in  Relation  to  Infant  Mortality. 

Papers. — Dr.  Rhoda  Adamson,  Miss  Barker, 
C.B.E.,  Mrs.  Holden. 

Thursday,  July  3RD. 

Subject  Jor  Discussion. — The  Illegitimate  Child. 

Morning  Session,  io-i  p.m.  Chairman  :  Sir 
John  Kirk. 

Papers.  — The  Destitute  Unmarried  Mother, 
Lady  Nott  Bower. 

The  Legislative  Aspect  of  the  Illegitimate 
Child.  Mr.  Robert  Parr  (N.S.P.C.C),  and  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Kensington. 

Afternoon  Session,  2.30-4.30  p.m.  Chairman  : 
Mrs.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher. 

Paper. — Criminal  Abortions  and  Abortifacients. 
Mrs.  Gotto,  O.B.E.,  Dr.  Whitley,  M.O.H., 
Swindon. 

The  Unwanted  Babe.  Miss  Cox  (Salvation 
Army). 

Fee  for  membership  of  Conference. — Local 
Authorities  and  General  PubUc,  £1  (including 
Papers)-.  Concessions  to  midwives,  trained  nurses, 
and  members  of  local  health  societies.  Apply 
Secretary  National  League  for  Health,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  4  and  5,  Tavistock  Square, 
London,   W.C.  i. 


A  CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT  AT  GUY'S. 


We  learn  that  the  Governors  of  Guy's  Hospital 
have  authorised  a  scheme  for  a'children's  depart- 
ment. Guy's  is  so  far  one  of  the  hospitals  which 
has  not  had  a  children's  ward  ;  now  it  is  proposed 
to  have  such  wards,  containing  about  50  beds, 
close  to  the  maternity  ward.  There  is  also  an 
ante-natal  centre  in  an  adjoining  building  which 
will  supervise  the  ante-natal  care  oi  2,000  to  3,000 
expectant  mothers.  Altogether,  in  the  area  to 
which  the  hospital  is  accessible,  there  are  to  be 
twelve  of  such  centres,  and  the  out-patient 
children's  department  will  enable  those  attending 
the  centres  to  have  the  advantage  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment  at  the  hospital  when  necessary. 

This  will  enable  medical  students  to  include 
infant  welfare  in  their  studies,  and  we  understand 
that  it  is  contemplated  giving  pupils  the  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  a  diploma  in  this  subject.  This 
is  a  thing  which  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  may 
not  do  !  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Guy's  is  moving 
forward  in  this  matter,  but  we  do  not  think  the 
arrangement  that  the  children's  wards  shall  be 
close  to  the  maternity  wards  a  desirable  one. 
From  time  to  time  cases  of  infectious  disease  crop 
up  in  children's  wards,  and  it  is,  above  everything 
necessary  to  keep  maternity  patients  away  from 
contact  with  such  diseases. 


THE  PROBLEM  OF  THE  UNMARRIED 
MOTHER. 

The  problem  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her 
child  is  always  a  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  but 
the  opinion  of  those  best  able  to  judge — an  opinion 
which  is  founded  on  the  natural  law-,  and  is  there- 
lore  unassailable— is  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  prevent  the  separation  of  mother  and 
child.  Recently,  a  hostel,  to  accommodate  twelve 
unmarried  mothers  and  their  children,  erected  by 
voluntary  effort,  with  the  help  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  has  been  opened  at  Ramsgate, 
being  dedicated  by  the  Bishop  of  Dover,  with  the 
support  of  a  large  number  of  social  workers  in  the 
Isle  of  Thanet. 

The  local  Town  Council,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  has  strongly  protested 
and  passed  a  resolution  asking  for  its  removal. 
Has  the  Town  Council  any  alternative  scheme  to 
propose  before  endeavouring  to  deprive  these 
mothers  of  shelter  and  care,  and  presumably 
of  the  probation  and  training  whi^li  will  enable 
them  eventually  to  support  themselves  and  their 
children?  Such  help  often  decides  whether  a  woman 
shall  become  a  useful  member  ot  society,  or  a 
charge  upon  the  state. 
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THE   PEOPLE'S    CHARTER— THE    MINISTRY 
OF     HEALTH     ACT. 

It  is  of  supreme  importance  to  those  who 
have  to  earn  their  means  of  self-support  that 
they  shall  have  a  clean  Bill  of  Health,  for  any 
defect  or  falling  short  in  this  vital  matter  is 
a  permanent  handicap ;  the  battle  is  to  the 
strong-. 

Yet  how  few  of  our  wage  earners  are  sound 
of  limb,  and  robust  as  to  constitution,  doctors 
and  nurses  know  too  well. 

Visit  the  overcrowded  out-patient  department 
of  a  large  hospital  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  you  will  see  any  or  all  of  the 
following  typical  cases. 

Weary  mothers,  with  babies  at  their  breasts, 
many  of  whom  will  obviously  soon  become 
mothers  again,  suffering  from  mal-nutrition 
and  in  nearly  every  case  from  defective  teeth, 
crowding  the  clinic  of  the  gynaecologist  to 
obtain  relief  of  diseases,  or  conditions,  which 
are  but  symptoms  of  underlying  causes,  which 
remain  untouched ;  underpay,  and  its  corro- 
laries  of  overwork,  overcrowding  and  under- 
feeding— the  under-feeding  of  workers,  and 
particularly  the  unskilled  workers  of  the 
artizan  class,  being  specially  marked  in  the 
mothers,  whose  unwritten  rule,  as  regard  to 
the  apportioning  of  food,  is  husbands  first, 
children  second,  themselves  last.  How  is  it 
possible  to  breed  a  stalwart  race  under  such 
conditions?     It  :s  impossible. 

Look  into  the  children's  department,  and  you 
will  again  see  evidences  of  malnutrition  result- 
ing from  improper  feeding  or  under-feeding. 
Rickets,  tubercular  disease  manifesting  itself  in 
a  variety  of  forms,  but  deadly  in  its  results, 
marasmus,  and  other  diseases  which  will  mar 
the  happiness  of  childhood  and  leave  indelible 
and  lifelong  marks  upon  their  victims. 


Note  again  the  varicose  veins  and  flat  feet, 
the  result  of  conditions  which  should  be  sup- 
pressed by  law ;  the  dilated  hearts,  the  neuras- 
thenia, the  mental  trouble  resulting  from  over- 
strain. 

Saddest  of  all,  look  into  the  venereal  depart- 
ment, and,  if  you  have  the  practised  eye  of  the 
doctor  or  nurse,  note  the  leaden  complexion  of 
syphilis  and  all  that  it  implies,  the  woman  who 
will  never  bear  the  child  she  longs  for,  because 
gonorrhoea  has  deprived  her  of  the  crown  of 
motherhood.  Observe  the  faces  where  the  nose 
has  fallen  in  because  disease  has  destroyed  the 
bone,  the  babies  wailing  and  fretful  because  in 
their  bones  is  the  pain  of  disease  which  they 
have  inherited  from  a  diseased  parent,  and  the 
pitiful  group  condemned  to  lifelong  blindness 
because  they  contracted  the  form  of  opthalmia 
neonatorum  due  to  the  germ  of  specific  disease 
at  the  time  of  birth. 

And  all  these  diseases  are  preventible.  If 
preventible,  why  not  prevented? 

Please  God  they  will  be. 

Read  the  clauses  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Act  published  on  Saturday  last. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Minister  (of 
Health)  to  take  all  such  steps  as  may  be  desir- 
able to  secure  the  preparation,  efi^ective  carry- 
ing out,  and  co-ordination  of  measures  con- 
ducive to  the  health  of  the  people,  including 
measures  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  dis- 
ea.ses,  the  avoidance  of  fraud  in  connection 
with  alleged  remedies  therefor,  the  treatment 
of  physical  and  mental  defects,  the  treatment 
and  cure  of  the  blind,  the  initiation  and  direc- 
tion of  research,  th^  collection,  preparation, 
publication,  and  dissemination  of  information 
and  statistics  relating  thereto,  and  the  training 
of  persons  for  health  services,"  and  "There 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  Minister  ...  all  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Education  vvith  respect 
to  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant  mothers 
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and  nursing  mothers,  and  of  children  who  have 
not  attained  the  age  of  five  years,  ...  to  the 
medical  inspection  and  treatment  of  children 
and  young  persons,  .  .  .  all  the  powers  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  of  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  under  the  Mid  wives'  Acts,  1902  and 
1 918,  .  .  .  and  such  powers  of  supervising  the 
administration  of  Part  I  of  the  Children  Act, 
1908  (which  relates  to  infant  life  protection)  as 
have  heretofore  been  exercised  by  the  Secretary 
of  State." 

Is  there  a  man  or  woman  in  these  realms 
to-day  who  has  greater  cause  for  satisfaction 
with  the  work  he  has  accomplished  than  Dr. 
Addison  in  piloting  the  Ministry  of  Health  Act 
on  to  the  Statute  Book,  and  obtaining  the  power 
to  raise  the  standard  of  health  and  happiness 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

FIGHFINQ  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Lord  Sydenham  of  Coombe,  G.C.S.L 
presided  at  the  fourth  Annual  General  Meeting 
of  the  National  Council  for  Combating 
Venereal  Diseases  in  the  Fellows  Hall  of  the 
Royal  Botanic  Society  of  London  on  Monday, 
June  23rd.  It  was  a  disappointment  that  Dr. 
Addison,  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  was,  at  the  last  moment,  unable  to 
attend  and  address  the  meeting,  but  Lord 
Sydenham,  from  the  chair,  gave  a  most  en- 
couraging resume  of  the  year's  work,  which 
is  given  in  detail  in  an  interesting  and  compre- 
hensive annual  report.  They  were,  he  said,  not 
combating  an  ordinary  ailment,  but  a  special 
group  of  diseases  which  had  to  be  considered 
not  only  from  the  physiological  and  medical 
standpoints,  but  also  from  the  social  and 
psychological  aspects. 

It  did  little  good  to  go  forward  unless  you 
had  the  enlightened  general  assent  of  all 
classes.  You  had  to  carry  people  with  you. 
The  setting  up  of  the  new  Ministry  of  Health 
was  an  important  step  in  advance.  The  new 
Department  could  do  much,  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  already  done,  to  help 
forward  the  work  of  thei  Society.  Already, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  148  free  clinics  had  been  opened,  and 
further  facilities  would  be  provided.  Before 
the  war  there  was  a  steady  gradual  decline  in 
the  curve  of  incidence  of  venereal  diseases. 
At  the  time  of  the  South  African  war  this  had 
riseni  sharply,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
present    war    was  certain   to  lead   to   a   great 


increase  of  infection.  The  prevalence  of 
venereal  diseases  had  greatly  increased,  and 
they  had  reached  some  sections  of  the  com- 
munity which  had  previously  been  untouched. 

An  important  field  was  that  of  legislation ; 
it  was  a  subject  which  must  be  controversial, 
but  he  would  be  surprised  if  enlightened 
public  opinion  did  not  demand  legislation  here 
as  elsewhere. 

The  Act  of  1 87 1  had  been  practically  a  dead 
letter,  but  now  several  quacks,  one  specially 
notorious,  had  been-  brought  to  book.  Lord 
Sydenham  invited  the  members  to  keep  their 
eyes  open  for  advertisements  offering  treat- 
ment by  quack  doctors,  and  to  communicate 
with  the  Council  when  they  found  them. 

In  the  Dominions  atid  America  there  were 
heavy  penalties  for  knowingly  spreading 
venereal  diseases,  and  a  form  of  notification 
without  names  was  almost  universal. 

As  to  prophylaxis,  there  was  no  law  or  regu- 
lation in  America.  In  regard  to  early  treat- 
ment, American  opinion  was  divided,  but  in 
military  camps  it  had  been  found  very  effective, 
and,  owing  to  the  measures  taken,  the  inci- 
dence of  disease  had  been  reduced  50  per  cent. 

The  task  was  always  growing  in  difficulty 
and  perplexity.  The  sense  of  responsibility 
could  be  quickened  by  an  educational  cam- 
paign, and  still  more  so  if,  by  legislation,  we 
were  able  to  brand  knowing  communication  of 
venereal  diseases  as  the  crime  it  was  known 
to  be. 

It  would  be  a  grand  thing  if  all  the  English- 
speaking  peoples  stood  together,  as  they  had 
done  in  the  war,  in  the  fight  against  venereal 
diseases.  The  cooperation  of  both  men  and 
women  was  needed  for  the  assistance  of  the 
medical  profession,  not  forgetting  the  practice 
of  the  virtues  inculcated  in  the  catechism  of 
temperance,  soberness  and  chastity. 

Colonel  Bond,  in  describing  the  work  of  the 
Leicester  Branch,  said  that  in  organising  it 
it  was  recognised  as  essential  that  they  should 
secure  the  goodwill  of  the  City  Council.  Then 
they  had  conferences  with  public  bodies,  and 
addressed  any  societies  which  they  could  get 
to  hold  a  meeting,  and  so  had  built  up  public 
opinion,  which  previously  had  been  non- 
existent. Lectures  were  also  given  to  school 
teachers,  because  they  hoped  thus  to  build  up 
a  body  of  trained  people.  Stress  was  also 
laid  on  the  distribution  of  literature,  and  a 
poster  campaign  was  inaugurated  for  putting 
up  posters  in  dining  rooms  and  public 
lavatories. 
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Now  they  were  anxious  to  work  in  continua- 
,tion  schools  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
parents,  and  scholars  were  g-iven  slips,  asking 
the  consent  of  their  jinrents  for  their  attend- 
ance at  lectures  on  sex  education.  Over 
1,000  young  people  had  thus  received  instruc- 
tion in  sex  hygiene. 

That  was,  however,  only  one  aspect  of  the 
question.  The  housing  question  was  vitally 
important. 

In  regard  to  treatment  centres,  the  expeii- 
enoe  of  Leicester  was  that  if  properly  con- 
vducted  they  were  ver^  popOlar.  At  the 
Leicester  Royal  Infirmary  they  had  found  the 
jieoessity  for  a  separate  department,  with 
lavatory  accommodation  kept  distinct.  There 
was  also  a  necessity  for  much  more  thorough 
classification  of  patients,  and  the  very  urg-ent 
necessity  of  separating  the  professional  pros- 
titute from  the  young  mother  with  her  first 
baby. 

In  conclusion,  referring  to  the  question  of 
.notification.  Colonel  Bond  said  there  was  evi- 
.dence  that  the  time  was  rapidly  approaching 
when  there  would  be  notification  in  some  form 
•or  other. 

Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon,  President  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  said  that  no  question  was  of 
greater  international  importance  than  that 
of  combating  venereal  diseases.  She  was  a 
•strong  advocate  of  sex  hygiene  teaching.  The 
influence  of  women  might  be  a  great  factor 
,in  dealing-  with  the  question.  The  Local 
Health  Authorities  should  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  women.  They  should  also  be  appointed 
•on  the  watching  and  other  committees,  as  well 
as  on  the  general  body,  as  their  advice  was 
needed  on  the  housing,  laundry,  and  other 
questions.  Women  should  also  be  appointed 
ar  members  of  the  police  force,  as  mag'istrates, 
-and  jurors.  Their  fuller  admission  to  the 
courts  was  of  the  supremest  importance. 

In  reg-ard  to  environmental  influences, 
housing  was  an  important  factor.  Then  both 
boys  and  girls  must  have  amusement  which 
was  healthy.  They  were  inadequately  pro- 
vided with  play  spaces  and  organised  sport. 
Many  school  masters  were  of  opinion  that  a 
proper  allowance  should  be  made  for  expendi- 
ture in  the  supervision  of  games. 

Other  points  emphasised  by  Mrs.  Gordon 
were  the  need  for  the  censorship  of  cinemas, 
and  for  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded.  She 
also  emphasised  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and 
freedom  of  thought  as  factors  in  character 
"building. 


THE    VICTORY    LOAN. 


The  King  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  the  Victory  Loan  in  the 
following  terms  : — 

Dear  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, — Now  that 
Victory  has  crowned  our  arms  and  the  thoughts  of 
my  people  are  turned  to  Peace,  I  appeal  to  them  for 
a  further  united  effort.  I  ask  them  to  play  their 
part  in  securing  the  success  of  the  Victory  Loan,  to 
repair  the  ravages  and  losses  which  by  the  blessing 
of  God  were  not  suffered  in  vain,  and  thus  to 
establish  upon  secure  foundations  the  fabric  of 
national  credit  and  prosperity. — George  R.I. 
WOMEN'S    DEMONSTRATION. 

Under  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Lloyd  George 
and  organized  by  the  Women's  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  War  Savings  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Viscountess  Rhondda  is  Chair- 
man, a  Women's  Demonstration  in  support 
of  the  Loan  will  take  place  in  London  on 
Saturday,  June  28th.  The  procession  will  start 
from  the  Horse  Guards'  Parade  and  proceed  to 
Buckingham  Palace,  whence  the  route  will  be 
by  way  of  Pall  Mall  to  Trafalgar  Square.  In  the 
Square  a  choir  of  3,000  women  will  be  gathered, 
and  a  meeting  will  be  held. 

TRAINED    NURSES'     SECTION. 

There  is  to  be  a  Trained  Nurses'  Section, 
headed,  it  is  hoped,  by  representatives  of  the 
Military  Nursing  Services ;  each  section  will 
carry  a  distinctive  banner,  bearing  its  name  or 
badge,  together  with  some  advertisement 
drawing  attention  to  the  Victory  Loan. 

If  weather  permits,  indoor  uniform  will  be 
worn,  but  in  any  case  it  is  advisable  for  trained 
nurses  to  appear  as  professional  as  possible. 
Nurses  desiring  to  take  part  in  the  Procession 
should  assemble  at  the  Horse  Guards'  Parade 
not  later  than  2  p.m. 

ORDER  OF  THE   BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


The  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  on  the 
occasion  of  His  Majesty's  birthday,  to  give  orders 
for  the  following  promotions  in,  and  appointments 
to,  the  Most  Excellent  Order  of  the  British  Empire 
for  valuable  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
military  operations  in  France  : — 

To  BE  Officers  of  the  Military  Division. 

Bond,  Miss  M.  M.,  A./Prin.  Matron, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Corbishley,  Miss  M.  C,  Sister-in-Ch.,  R.R.C., 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Foley,  Miss  M.  G.  C,  Sister-in-Ch.,  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Macauley,  Miss  E.  L.,  A./R.R.C,  Sister, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

Wood,  Miss  M.,  R.R.C.,  Sister-in-Ch., 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 


434 


abe  Brlti0b  3ournal  of  flureing. 


June  28,   1919 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

On  Tuiesday  afternoon,  June  17th,  Queen 
Alexandra  paid  a  visit  to  Queen  Alexandra's 
Hospital  for  Officers  at  Hig^hg-ate.  Her 
Majesty,  who  was  accompanied  by  the 
Dowagfer  Empress  of  Russia  and  Princess 
Victoria,  and  attended  by  Colonel  Sir  Arthur 
Davidson,  was  received  at  the  entrance  of  the 
liospital  by  Mr.  Herbert  Paterson  (Honorary 
Surgeon  in  Charg-e),  who  with  Sister  Roberts 
(in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  matron)  con- 
ducted the  Royal  visitors  round  the  wards.  It 
was  a  glorious  summer  afternoon,  and  all  the 
patients  were  out  on  the  verandahs.  Her 
Majesty  spent  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  at  the 
hospital,  and  chatted  with  all  the  patients, 
and  also  presented  Nurse  Lilian  Hayward 
with  the  hospital  badge.  Miss  N.  King,  who 
has  for  the  past  three  years  organised  the 
voluntary  workers  of  the  hospital,  and  worked 
most  devotedly,  had  the  honour  of  being  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  and  receiving  a  badge. 
Before  leaving.  Her  Majesty  graciously  per- 
mitted the  Honorary  Surgeon  to  take  a  photo- 
graph of  the  Royal  party,  and  expressed  the 
pleasure  which  it  always  gave  her  to  visit  "  her 
Hospital,"  and  her  warm  appreciation  of  the 
splendid  work  which  had  been  done  in  her  name 
during  the  past  four  and  a  half  years. 


Ever  since  British  troops  have  been  in 
Rusoia  Queen  Alexandra's  Field  Force  Fund 
has  been  sending  games,  musical  instruments, 
cigarettes,  tobacco,  literature,  and  other  com- 
forts for  their  use.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Sclater,  the 
hon.  secretary,  18,  Pont  Street,  S.W.  i,  has 
re-ceived  many  letters  of  thanks  from  officers  and 
men. 


Mr.  C.  Morland  Agnew,  M.A.,  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  has  offered  ;£25,ooo  for 
the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  building  and 
equipment  of  a  new  nursing  hostel  in  Cam- 
bridge as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  the  recovery 
of  Mrs.  AgTiew  after  an  operation  at  the  present 
hostel. 

The  gift  has  been  accepted,  and  it  has  been 
decided  to  ask  each  college  to  contribute 
towards  a  guarantee  fund  of  not  less  than 
£7S^  fo""  the  first  twelve  months'  expenses  of 
conducting  the  hostel  on  the  new  site. 


Preaching  on  behalf  of  the  hospitals  on 
Sunday  last  at  St.  Paul's^  Co  vent  Garden,  the 
Rev.  and  Hon.  James  Adderley  stated  that 
immediately  following  the  Armistice  was  a 
great  slump  in  the  subscriptions  to  various 
charitable   works.      "  No   more   O.B.E.s,"    he 


said,  "  no  more  pictures  in  the  press,  and  a 
good  thing  too."  Hospital  Sunday  in  191 9  had 
not  the  glamour  and  romance  of  the  wounded 
soldiers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  and  their  children,  perhaps  suffering, 
from  uninteresting  complaints,  had  to  be  cared 
for.  No.  O.B.E.s  would  be  distributed  for 
service  on  their  behalf,  but  it  was  in  an  equal 
degree  a  work  of  love  and  acceptable  to  God. 


An  Irish  house-parlourmaid  sued  her  master 
for  a  month's  wages.  The  plaintiff  said  she 
had  left  her  situation  one  day  before  the  month 
was  up,  as  a  hospital  nurse,  who  was  brought 
in  owing  to  the  illness  from  fever,  had  upset 
her.  "  She  came  to  me  one  day,"  she  said, 
"  wdth  some  handkerchiefs  out  of  the  fever 
room,  and  she  wanted  me  to  wash  them.  I 
said  :  '  No  sister,  they  are  highly  infectious.. 
Why  don't  you  send  them  to  the  laundry?'' 
(Laughter.)  The  nurse  was  always  grumbling. 
She  grumbled  about  the  cooking.  She  said  she- 
was  a  lady,  and  she  could  not  take  anything 
that  was  not  properly  cooked.  She  would  not 
eat  fish,  she  would  not  eat  curry,"  she  would  not 
eat  anything."     (Laughter.) 

The  judge:  "How  did  it  end?"  "Well, 
she  was  grumbling  about  the  fish  one  day.  She 
said  '  How  the  devil  can  I  eat  this?'  and  I 
told  her  to  take  the  fish  and  herself  to  hell. 
(Loud  laughter.)  She  said  '  I  will,'  and  she- 
went  to  the  colonel."     (Laughter.) 

The  defendant  reported  abusive  language,, 
and  in  spite  of  the  hilarity  in  court  caused  by 
the  plaintiff,  the  judge,  evidently  against  his 
inclination,  did  as  he  was  bound  to  do  by  law, 
and  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant.  We 
can  imagine  what  a  "  good  time  "  the  nurse 
had  under  the  circumstances  ! 


The  Kimberley  Hospital  Board,  not  having 
been  j>ermitted  to  grant  a  bonus  to  their 
nursing  staff  in  recognition  of  exceptionaf 
services  rendered  by  them  during  the  recent 
influenza  epidemic,  a  •public  fund  was  opened, 
says  the  Lancet,  and  a  sum  of  ;){i70o  raised  by 
the  people  of  Kimberley.  This  money  was  dis- 
tributed on  Wednesday,  May  7th,  among  nearly 
70  sisters  and  nurses,  the  presentation  being 
accompanied  by  the  payment  of  high  tributes 
to  the  work  of  the  hospital  nurses  during  the 
it\fluenza  crisis. 


A  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Women  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Health  Visitors'  Association 
was  held  in  the  Nurses'  Club,  205,  Bath 
Siteet,  Glasgow,  on  Saturday,  June  7th,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  amalgamating  with 
the    Scottish     Health    Visitors    and    Women 
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Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association,  formed  in 
Edinburg-h   the  previous  week. 

The  newly  appointed  president  and  secre- 
tary of  the  latter  Association  were  present, 
viz.,  Lady  Leslie  M'Kenzie  and  Miss  Jessie 
Swanson. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  old  society  should  amalgamate 
with  the  new  Scottish  Health  Visitors  and 
Women  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association. 


Read  "  Home  Fires  in  France,"  by  Dorothy 
Cawfield.  This  American  writer  has  given  us 
— who  love  France — a  deligfhtful  book  of  per- 
sonal sketches  full  of  unselfishness  and  loving 
kindness.  *  The  "  pie-faced  "  stenographer, 
Ellen  Boardman,  from  Kansas,  who  cannot 
"bear  that  the  States  should  be  out  of  the  war, 
and  volunteers  for  work  in  France,,  will  remain 
clearly  defined  in  memory  as  does  the 
inimitable  "  Mrs.  Wig-gs  "  of  pre-war  days. 
We  hoj>e,  now  that  the  war  is  at  an  end, 
America  does  not  intend  to  carry  off  all  its 
literary  laurels.  No  British  woman,  so  far, 
has  made  her  mark  in  war  literature,  whilst 
America  has  to  her  credit  the  works  of  Mildred 
Aldrich,  whose  "  From  a  Hill  Top  on  the 
Marne  "  is  a  little  gem  of  gfenius,  for  which 
future  generations  of  English-speaking  peoples 
will  owe  gratitude  and  praise. 


Professor  Hartmann  states  that  there  are  more 
than  33,000  fatal  cancer  cases  in  France  every 
year,  and  more  than  a  tenth  of  these  cases  are 
in  Paris.  France  has  hitherto  lagged  behind 
Eng-land  and  America  in  this  campaigfn,  but 
she  now  intends  to  make  up  lost  time. 

At  a  recent  meetings  in  Paris  the  Franco- 
Anglo-American  Leag-ue  decided  to  fig"ht  this 
terrible  disease  by  every  means  in  its  power. 
It  is  stated  in  the  press  that  **  a  committee  of 
ladies  will  undertake  the  nursing  of  these  cases 
in  their  homes  and  in  hospital."  Let  us  hope 
this  is  not  true.  If  any  good  is  to  result,  the 
first  thing  the  LeagTje  has  to  do  is  to  supply 
skilled  nursing  for  these  poor  sufferers. 


The  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health 
strongly  advocates  the  open-air  treatment  of 
influenza-pneumonia  patients.  In  Boston 
they  were  put  in  tents  or  wooden  shacks,  so 
built  that  the  sun  fell  directly  on  them  at 
some  time  during  each  clear  day.  Air  blew 
freely  over  the  patients,  who  were  kept  warm 
and  comfortable.  When  put  in  the  fresh  air 
their  high  temjserature  declined. 


editorially  on  the  Eight-Hour  Day  for  Student 
Nurses  in  Training  Schools  : — 

"  The  Trustees  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hos- 
pital are  enlightened  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
of  conserving  the  health  of  their  pupil  nurses, 
and  many  years  ago  responded  to  Miss  Nut- 
ting's appeal  to  establish  an  eight-hour  work 
day  for  student  nurses. 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  this  enlightenment 
it  is  a  shock  to  realize  the  great  majority  of 
schools  are  still  working  their  pupils  ten  and 
even  twelve  hours. 

All  of  our  graduates,  in  charge  of  hospitals 
and  training  schools  throughout  the  country, 
should  endeavour,  for  the  time  is  ripe,  to  begin 
plans  for  establishing  an  eight-hour  day  for 
their  pupils. 

The  reasons  for  a  shorter  work  day  are  so 
obvious  it  would  seem  almost  impertinent  to 
enumerate  them  to  Boards  and  Superintendents 
pf  Hospitals  and  Schools  whose  object  in  main- 
taining such  places  is  the  conservation  of  health 
and  life. 

There  will  be,  of  course,  obstacles  to  over- 
come, especially  by  the  smaller  schools,  but 
where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way. 

For  instance,  when  the  California  State 
Bureau  of  Labour  decided  to  include  the  work 
day  of  pupil  nurses  in  their  eight-hour  pro- 
gramme, consternation  and  indignation  reigned 
supreme,  but  the  law  was  passed,  and  has  for 
the  last  five  years  been  intelligently  enforced. 

Now  an  eight-hour  day  for  student  nurses  in 
training  is  accepted  by  all  the  schools  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  is  considered  a  wholly  reasonable 
and  practical  accomplishment." 


The  Johns  Hopkins  Alumna  Magazine  states 


The  following  alterations  have  been  made  in 
the  salaries  paid  to  the  Nursing  Staff  at  the 
Westminster  Hospital  : — Assistant  Matron, 
;^6o,  rising  annually  by  ;^5  to  ;^8o  (former 
rate,  ;^40  to  ;^6o).  Sisters,  ;^50,  rising  an- 
nually by  ;^5  to  ;^75  (former  rate,  ;^35  to  £5S)- 
Staff  nurses  in  charge  of  electrical  and  other 
departments,  ■/?45  to  ;^6o.  Nurses,  first  year 
;^i6,  second  £2^,  third  ,^'26  (former  rate,  first 
year  nil,  second  year  ;^2o,  third  vear  £24). 
The  term  of  engagement  has  been  altered  from 
four  years  to  three  years. 

Amongst  the  miniatures  at  the  Royal 
Academy  this  year  is  a  charming  one  of  "  the 
Matron  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Hospital  for 
Officers,  Staines;  and  V.P.,  N.U.T.N., 
M.M.C.,"  by  Hilda  V.  Cook.  Mrs.  Barton  is 
wearing  her  Matrons'  Council  badge. 

We  regret  that  we  have  been  unable  to  award 
a  prize  in  our  Competition  this  week. 


436 


ITbe  Briti0b  3ournal  of  f^ar0tna 


June  28,   1919 


STATE  REGISTRATION  UP  TO  DATE. 

Miss  J.  G.  Gilchrist  has  an  admirable  article 
on  State  Registration  of  Nurses  in  The  Guardian 
of*  June  12.  Miss  Gilchrist  (a  constant  Prize 
winner  in  the  B.J.N.)  welcomes  the  unanimous 
acceptance  of  the  principle  of  State  Registration 
of  Nurses,  and  says  it  is  a  matter  for  gratification 
and  pride  to  the  promoters  of  the  raovement 
and  their  supporters  (of  which  she  is  one),  who 
have  safeguarded  the  interests  of  the  nursing 
profession  and  skilfully  piloted  the  Bill  through 
many  trials  and  tribulations  to  its  present  posi- 
tion. 


"A  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  "  (says  the  South 
African  Nursing  Record)  "has  passed  its  second 
reading  in  the .  British  House  of  Commons,  and 
should  soon  become  law.  This  is  a  great  victory 
for  those  who  have  wori;ed  so  enthusiastically  and 
patiently  for  it  for  so  many  years,  and  we  con- 
gratulate them.  The  Bill  has  been  well  received 
by  all  shades  of  nursing  opinion  in  Britain.  Looks 
as  if  little  Old  England  is  getting  there  before  us 
after  all  !  " 


"  Little  Old  England  "  will  still  be  found  in  the 
rear  of  nursing  progress  if  the  College  "  antis," 
true  to  their  reactionary  instincts,  can  wreck  our 
Bill.  There  are  several  ways  of  doing  it  under 
our  antiquated  Parliamentary  system,  and  the 
male  Executive  officials  of  the.  College  are  up  to 
every  trick  of  the  trade.  Should  social  influence 
together  with  political  venality  effect  this  outrage 
there  is  very  little  doubt  of  the  ultimate  result  so 
far  as  the  nursing  profession  is  concerned.  Many 
nurses  are  greatly  in  sympathy  with  the  suggestion 
recently  advocated  to  form  a  Federation  of  Brain 
Workers  on  trade  union  lines.  Already  we  have 
a  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  an  Asylum 
Workers'  Union,  a  National  Union  of  Teachers,  a 
National  Union  of  Journalists,  a  Guild  of  Insurance 
Officials,  and  a  Bank  Clerks'  Union.  There  is  now 
an  indication  that  the  brain  workers  of  the  kingdom 
are  alive  to  the  need  of  joint  organisation  if  they 
are  to  keep  their  footing  in  the  economic  life  of  the 
country. 

We  hear  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  set  up 
a  national  organisation,  with  a  paid  secretary  and 
offices  in  London  and  the  country,  to  further  the 
Federation  of  Brain- Workers. 

This  joint  organisation  may  come  in  the  nick  of 
time  to  save  our  souls  alive,  and  to  smash  up  the 
combination  against  our  liberties  concentrated  in 
the  ruthless  hands  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Executive. 


Trained  nurses  have  shown  extraordinary 
devotion  and  restraint  in  their  very  unequal 
struggle  with  hospital  tyranny  during  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century.  They  have  now  lived  to  see 
the  women  who  should  be  their  leaders — the 
willing  puppets  of  their  employers — supporting 
a  campaign  of  extermination  against  their  self- 
governing  o^anisations  and  attempting  to  control 


their  economic  conditions  through  a  system  of 
charity  doles.  There  has  never  been  anything 
quite  so  contemptible  in  the  fight  between  Capital 
and  Labour — indeed,  we  have  to  go  back  to  the 
Inquisition  and  the  Star  Chamber  for  any  analogy 
to  the  present  policy  in  the  hospital  world — and 
that  such  a  spirit  of  intolerance  can  be  possible  in 
the  twentieth  century  in  Britain,  would  be 
incredible  had  we  not  evidence  of  it  in  every  action 
of  the  leaders  of  the  College  movement.  If  they 
think  that  their  underhand  political  methods  are 
unknown  they  delude  themselves,  and  if  they 
think  they  will  escape  the  execration  they  deserve 
should  their  tactics  succeed,  they  delude  them- 
selves still  more.  The  ringleaders  are  well  known  ; 
the  poor  pawns  may  be  left  to  Fate. 


A  letter  signed  "  Politician,"  which  'appeared 
on  June  14,  has  added  considerably  to  the 
weight  of  the  Editor's  letter  bag.  Nothing  has 
aroused  a  greater  sense  of  indignation  than  the 
circular  letter  sent  out  by  the  Council  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  asking  the  nurses  who 
have  been  foolish  enough  to  place  their  necks 
under  its  hoof  to  help  wreck  the  Nurses  Regis- 
tration Bill.  This  great  emancipation  Bill  is 
calculated  to  benefit  all  members  of  the  Nursing 
profession,  whether  they  belong  to  the  College 
or  not,  and  that  an  oligarchy  of  hospital  officials, 
principally  Matrons,  should,  in  their  jealous 
intolerance  of  professional  liberty  for  nurses ,^. 
have  issued  this  "  order,"  proves  the  terrible 
danger  of  this  Employers'  Union  to  those  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  who  will  not  submit  to  its- 
drastic  constitution.  We  are  awaiting  the 
result  of  the  action  of  the  "  College  Wreckers  " 
in  the  House  of  Commons  before  taking  decided 
action — but  State  Registrationists  may  rest 
assured  that  the  smashing  policy  is  not  reserved 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  College  of  Nursing,., 
Ltd.,  and  should  their  machinations  succeed, 
punishment  will  not  only  be  necessary  but 
ustifiable. 


NURSING     ECONOMICS. 


We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Lionel 
W.  Harris,  of  4,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  W., 
stating  that  she  is  not  the  wife  of  Mr.  Lionel 
Harris,  the  Spanish  art  dealer,  as  we  stated- 
last  week  in  our  report  of  a  meeting  at  her 
house  in  support  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for 
Nurses. 

The  fact  that  Mrs.  Louis  Duveen,  the  wife 
of  a  member  of  the  Bond  Street  firm  of  art 
dealers,  is  an  active  member  of  the  Committee- 
of  the  Fund  which  presents  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession in  endless  advertisements  in  formo- 
pauperis,  may  have  misled  our  reporter.  We 
now  take  occasion  to  correct  the  mistake^ 
But  the  fact  remains  that  with  the  kindest 
intentions  in  the  world,  these  ladies  are  totally 
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ignorant  of   nursing   economics,    and  had   far 
better  not  meddle  therein. 

Anyway  we  repeat  that  it  is  high  time  Lady 
Cowdray,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Fund,  and  her 
Committee  of  actresses,  issued  the  audited 
accounts  to  the  public.  The  Fund  was  regis- 
tered as  a  War  Charity  in  1917,  and  so  far  the 
Editor  of  this  journal  has  been  unable  to  obtain 
a  copy.  She  will  be  sincerely  obliged  if  Mrs. 
Lionel  W.  Harris,  now  that  she  is  associating 
herself  with  the  Fund,  will  urge  publicity  with- 
out delay  in  this  connection. 


NURSES    -  ^f^^ 


fOR   Abl 


eCJfTRQL  Gf  mnSBS  BY  Tff£ 
^U£G£    Qf  mSSIffG  LimTED 

PLEASE  DO  NOT  •'**  • 
PAUPERISE  NURSING 

BY  yous  m/urme  j)ms.    _ 


recently  held  in  Hull,  nurses  were  incensed  to  know 
that  members  of  the  nursing  stafi  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  in  that  city,  took;  up  a  collection 
trom  the  patients  in  the  wards.  There  used 
to  be  a  strict  rule,  for  the  protection  of  nurses, 
that  they  were  not  permitted  to  accept  any  gift 
pressed  upon  them  by  grateful  patients.  Who- 
ever supposed  that  nurses  would  ask  their  patients 
for  money  for  themselves  ?  Yet  this  is  what  has 
been  done  in  the  name  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for 
Nurses,  we  presume  by  order  of  the  committee 
and  ofi&cials  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Hull  ! 
The  "Wheel  Board  illustrated  in  our  picture  was 
paraded  through  the 
streets  of  Hull  as  a 
protest  by  the  nurses 
in  the  town,  who 
strongly  disapproved 
of  begging  from 
patients  and  the 
public. 

We  see  great  possi- 
bilities in  this  method 
of  wheel  boajd  propa- 
ganda in  London^  if 
the  "  cadgers  "  wreck 
self  -  government  for 
nurses. 


AtiD 


A    WHEEL     BOARD     U5EI^  AT     HULL    ON     NURSES'     FLAG    DAY. 


CHARITY   FOR   TRAINED   NURSES. 


A  Hospital  Sister 
writes  :  "I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  majority  of 
the  nurse  members  of 
the  College  realise  how 
they  are  giving  their 
fellow  nurses  away — 
(i)  by  signing  an 
agreement  permitting 
the  Council  of 
Matrons  and  others  to 
remove  their  names 
from  the  College  reg- 
ister without  any 
power  of  appeal — 
surely  every  British 
nurse  must,  be  consid- 
ered innocent  until 
she  is  proved  guilty 
and  (2)  by  permitting 
the    Council    of     the 


It  is  arousing  bitter  ill-feeling  amongst  large 
numbers  of  trained  nurses  that  Royal  premises  at 
St.  James'  Palace  were  lent  on  Tuesday  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  War  Charity  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses,  which  they  consider  derogatory  to  their 
professional  interests.  The  methods  by  which  the 
promoters  of  this  Charity  have  widely  advertised 
their  appeal  have  outraged  the  sensibilities  of  self- 
supporting  nurses  all  over  the  country. 


College  to  eliminate  the  Clause  in  its  Bill  securing 
direct  representation  of  the  nurses  on  their  own 
Nursing  Council.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  '  I  didn't 
know  it.'  It  is  their  duty  to  know  it,  and  not  to 
drag  us  all  down  into  a  Slough  of  Despond." 


In  support  of  a  Flag  Day  for  the  Nation's^Fund, 


LEAGUE    OF     NATIONS. 

Sunderland  House,  the  magnificent  mansion  of 
the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  in  Curzon  Street, 
Mayfair,  is  to  be  the  London  headquarters  of  the 
League  of  Nations,  so  we  are  not  going  to  spare 
expense.  We  hear  there  has  been,  and  is,  a  great 
"  spurring  of  galloways  "  for  posts  in  this  new 
service. 
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Ropal  BritlsD  Rurses'  llssociation. 


(Incorporated  bp 


Ropal  Charier.) 


THIS   SUPPLEMENT   BEING   THE    OFFICIAL    ORGAN   OF    THE    CORPORATION. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 

Members  of  the  Association  are   reminded  that 

the  Annual  Meeting  will  tal<;e  place  at  11,  Chandos 

Street,  Cavendish  Square,  at  3  p.m.    on  Monday 

30th  inst.     Tea  will  be  served  after  the  meeting. 

THE     CHILDREN'S     DAY. 

A  flag  day  in  aid  of  the  Waifs  and  Strays 
Society  is  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  July  ist,  and 
several  members  of  the  Association  have  arranged 
to  take  collecting  boxes  and  to  sell  flags  to  help 
this  Society  which  does  so  much  for  destitute 
children.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from 
any  other  Members  who  are  prepared  to  give 
up  an  hour  or  two  on  Tuesday  to  help  this  very 
deserving  cause,  and  will  be  pleased  if  they  will 
send  in  their  names  at  once.  Funds  are  very 
badly  wanted  indeed  to  feed  and  clothe  the 
5,000  children  who  are  under  the  Society's  care 
and  those  responsible  for  it  will  be  very  grateful 
for  any  help  which  the  nurses  will  give. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Edith  Vicary  has  been  appointed  Theatre 
and  Home  Sister  at  the  Princess  Christian  Nurs- 
ing Home,  Windsor.  She  joined  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  early  part  of  the  current  year. 

ENGAGEMENT. 

Members  of  the  Association  will  learn  with  much 
interest  of  the  engagement  of  Miss  Margaret 
Broadfoot  to  the  Rev.  L.  Lloyd  Jones.  Mrs. 
Broadfoot  is  well  known  to  many  Members 
of  this  Association,  and  at  several  gatherings 
they  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Miss 
Broadfoot.  Both  Mrs.  and  Miss  Broadfoot  have 
been  very  welcome  visitors  at  the  Settlement 
Home,  for  they  have  always  taken  such  a  very 
friendly  interest  in  the  nurses  there.  There  will 
be  many  kind  wishes  from  the  Members  of  the 
Corporation  for  Mr.  Lloyd  and  his  charming  bride 
when  the  wedding  takes  place  on  July  ist. 


WAKE   UP  NURSES. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  had  many 
interesting  letters  from  members  who  are  working 
in  the  Colonies  regarding  the  efforts  being  made 
to  bring  about  better  organisation  in  the  nursing 


world  in  England.     There  seems  to  be  a  general 
feeling  that  the  nurses  in  the  homeland  are  con- 
siderably  less   wide   awake   regarding   their   own 
professional  affairs  than  are  those  trained  in  the 
Dominions  and  in  the  United  States.     They  find  it 
difficult  to  understand  the  lethargic  attitude  of 
mind   adopted   by   many   nurses   to   the   present 
position  of  things  and  their  willingness  to  allow 
others  to  arrange  their  affairs  without  criticism  or 
question.      Fragments     of     the     ancient    Indian 
religions  tell  us  of  a  state  after  death  in  which  the 
spirit  is  unconscious  that  it  has  left  the  physical 
body,  and  in  which  all  the  aspirations  and  desires 
of"  the   physical   body  are   retained   without   the 
power  to  satisfy  those  desires.     It  was  said  of  the 
-people  that  they  were  dead  and  did  not  know  it, 
and  just  the  reverse  might  be  said  of  a  great  many 
nurses  in  the  world  to-day — they  are  alive  and  do 
not  know  it ;   in  a  sense  they  are  little  more  than 
mere  machines,  entirely  in  subjection  to  the  will  of 
other  people,  so  that  at  last  they  become  incapable 
of  viewing  the  world  but  through  the  eyes  of  others 
or  of  forming  and  acting  upon  opinions  of  their 
own.     Such  an  attitude  of  mind  in  any  profession 
or  class  of  individuals  is  bound  to  give  rise  to  hard- 
ships and,  until  the  nurses  become  more  articulate, 
their  difficulties  are  not  likely  to  be  very  materially 
lessened.     The  whole  tendency  of  hospital  training 
is  to  crush  out  individuality,  to  make  the  profession 
intellectually    and   economically   into   a    class    of 
serfs.     We  have  no  desire  to  minimise  the  value 
of  discipline  nor  the  spiritual   development  that 
service  for  others  brings,  but,  from  the  speeches  at 
the  College  Conference  last  week,  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  rffirses  get  rather  a  surfeit  of  both 
the      discipline      and      the      service.       One     of 
the   speeches   seemed   to   make   a   nurse's    career 
nothing    but    a    long    penance,    the    most    dreary 
calling  conceivable  instead  of  one  big  with  oppor- 
tunity and  experience.     The  very  suggestion  of  an 
eight-hours'  day  was  held  to  be  the  last  word  in 
selfishness  apparently,  and  yet  where  in  religious 
teaching  do  we  find  that  long  hours  of  physical 
toil  make  for  virtue  ?     The  difficulty  in  deciding 
whether  nursing  is  a  vocation  or  a  profession  has, 
during  the  past  twenty  years,  led  to  many  calami- 
ties for  the  unfortunate  nurses.     In  olden  times 
those  whose  vocation  it  was  to  care  for  the  sick 
worked  under  a  very  different  regime  in  certain 
respects  than  that  of  the  hospitals  to-day,   and 
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they  had  no  care  for  the  anxieties  of  a  possible 
break-down  in  health  or  the  haunting  spectre  of 
a  poverty-stricken  old  age.  In  their  vocation 
their  spiritual  and  intellectual  growth  was  fostered 
rather  than  otherwise,  for  we  find  that  long  hours 
were  set  aside  for  meditation.  But  to  the  nurses 
the  time  when  they  are  allowed  to  be  away  from 
their  wards  is,  in  most  cases,  of  comparatively 
little  value  to  them  because,  physically,  they  are 
worn  out.  Have  not  psychologists,  politicians 
and  all  students  of  human  nature  shown  us  that 
the  inevitable  results  of  overwork  when  combined 
with  the  loss  of  free  will  and  self-determination, 
invariably  lead  to  deterioration  in  what  may  be 
described  as  ethical  qualities.  The  dismal 
rehearsal  at  Manchester  the  other  day  was  not 
one  calculated  to  increase  the  self-respect  of  the 
nurses  who  listened  to  it,  or  to  cause  them  to  feel 
any  stimulus  from  the  halo  which  the  kindly  Dean 
metaphorically  pressed  with  both  hands  upon  their 
humble  heads.  Let  the  nurses  cease  to  be  treated 
as  "  children  of  an  older  class,"  to  have  the  power 
to  judge  right  or  wrong  crushed  out  of  them,  and 
we  have  little  fear  but  that  they  will  prove  equal 
to  their  responsibilities  both  to  their  profession 
and  their  patients.  At  the  present  time  even  the 
knowledge  to  enable  them  to  judge  the  truth  is 
withheld  from  them  and  not  the  most  eloquent 
discourse  on  ethics  will  serve  to  camouflage  the 
misrepresentations  that  have  characterised  the 
methods  used  to  induce  nurses  to  wTCck  the 
Registration  Bill. 

It  requires  only  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  to  set 
the  nurses  free  and  in  the  light  of  the  determination 
of  the  hospital  authorities  to  prevent  this,  we 
must  call  upon  each  of  our  members  to  do  her 
best  to  inform  her  fellow-nurses  of  the  position 
of  afi'airs  in  the  present  crisis.  We  have  to  rely 
upon  such  individual  effort  the  more  because  we 
have  to  fight  our  battle  on  money  subscribed  by 
the  nurses  from  their  all  too  slender  salaries,  and 
not  on  charitable  doles  from  the  public  who,  in 
most  cases  have  not  the  faintest  idea  of  the  use 
to  which  their  subscriptions  will  be  put.  In  many 
cases  it  may  mean  taking  off  the  gloves  to  bring 
about  a  better  condition  of  things,  but  few  real 
reforms  are  gained  without  strife,  and  certainly 
but  for  the  present  controversy  we  should  not 
have  seen  certain  of  the  hospitals  hurriedly 
developing  schemes  to  shorten  hours  and  to  raise 
salaries. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Whilst  welcoming  communications  from  its 
■Members  the  Corporation  does  not  hold  itself 
responsible  for  individual  expressions  of  opinion. 

THE    GOOD    OF  THE    GREATEST    NUMBER. 

To  the  Secretary  R.B.N. A. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  very  glad  that  you  put 
in  that  very  clear  article  about  the  years  of  grace 
•clause,  for  this  has  been  used  very  widely  indeed 
.as  a  lever  by  the  College  members  to  induce  nurses 


to  try  to  wreck  the  Bill  for  State  Registration, 
and  to  prejudice  them  against  the  Societies  who 
have  done  all  the  work  which  the  College  is  now 
imitating,  so  far  as  they  can  do  so  without  giving 
the  nurses  more  power  than  its  Council  thinks 
they  ought  ♦  to  get.  I  wonder  whether  those 
people  who  are  responsible  for  the  scare  realise 
their  personal  responsibility  and  how  they  will 
absolve  their  own  consciences,  for  they  know 
perfectly  well  that  if  our  Bill  were  allowed  to 
pass  conditions  would  soon  be  very  different  for 
nurses.  They  are  comfortable  enough  but  they 
are  not  in  a  position  to  know  what  our  struggle  is. 
To  me  it  seems  "  the  limit "  to  find  them  on  a 
platform  expounding  ethics  to  us.  I  call  it 
washing  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  platter  with 
a  vengeance,  and  in  their  hearts  those  ladies  know 
it.  It  seems  to  me  that  language  is  the  most 
deceptive  thing  on  earth  and  that  the  people  who 
regard  themselves  as  the  salt  01  the  earth  and 
make  profession  of  Christianity,  are  always  the 
people  who  let  down  their  fellows  whenever  their 
own  interests  are  in  danger  of  being  adversely 
affected  by  what  is  for  the  good  of  "  the  greatest 
number." 

I  am,  etc., 
Alice  Cattell,  M.R.B.N.A. 

EXPEDIENCY    NOT    CONVERSION. 

To  the  Secretary,  R.B.N.A. 

Dear  Madam, — I  cannot  tell  you  how  indignant 
I  feel  about  the  College  people  making  such  efforts 
to  wreck  our  Bill.  It  is  just  wealth  and  social 
influence  setting  itself  against  justice.  These 
people  know  very  well  that  a  chance  has  come 
for  the  nurses  for  which  they  have  waited  for 
many,  many  years  and  their  behaviour  now  proves 
that  their  profession  of  faith  about  State  Regis- 
tration was  but  one  of  expediency  and  not  one 
of  conversion  to  the  real  interests  of  the  nurses. 
It  is  so  treacherous  and  poor  and  mean  to  see  the 
Matrons  ranked  against  the  nurses,  but  they  know 
so  little  of  what  life  out  in  the  world  really  is, 
and  they  have  forgotten  what  it  is  like  to  be  young. 
They  think  nursing  should  be  a  vocation  but  ought 
not  every  work  to  be  a  vocation  to  the  person  who 
undertakes  it  ?  The  amount  of  sentiment  that 
is  brought  into  nursing  management  to  take  the 
place  of  justice  is  responsible  for  a  very  great 
amount  of  suft'ering  and  ill-health  which  should 
never  have  arisen  and  for  many  a  heartache  too. 
We  could  listen  too  with  more  patience  to  all 
the  sentiment  and  platitudes  if  we  did  not  know 
that  the  people  who  preach  them  at  us  generally 
are  those  who  have  secured  large  salaries  and 
"  cushy  "  quarters  for  themselves. 

How  tired  you  must  be  with  this  battle  of 
might  against  right.  I  liked  what  you  said  about 
our  covenanting  together  in  the  speech  at  the 
protest  meeting. 

Yours   truly, 

M.R.B.N.A. 

(signed)  Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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FRENCH  FLAG  NURSING  CORPS. 


Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  has  received  a  letter  from 
M.  Louis  Mourier,  from  the  Ministere  de  la 
Guerre,  Paris,  agreeing  to  the  demobilisation  of 
the  remaining  Sisters  of  the  F.F.N. C,  and  praising' 
their  competence  and  devotion. 

M.  Mourier  adds  : — "  Je  tiens,  egalement  a 
vous  prier  d'agreer  personnellement  mes  bien 
vifs  remerciements  pour  I'empressement  avec 
lequel  vous  avez  bien  voulu,  au  debut  de  la  guerre, 
assurer  au  Service  de  Sant6  fran9ais  la  precieuse 
collaboration  du  "  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps," 
ainsi  que  pour  toute  la  peine  que  vous  avez  bien 
voulu  vous  imposer  afin  d'assurer  en  Grande- 
Bretagne  le  recruitement  des  nurses  pour  les 
hopitaux  fran9ais." 

It  is  always  a  satisfaction  to  be  permitted  to 
work  in  one's  own  way  and  to  use  one's  own 
judgment,  and  not  to  be  worried  and  cramped 
in  the  performance  of  duties,  for  which,  by  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  we  are  qualified.  This  has 
been  our  happy  experience  in  connection  with  the 
able  and  devoted  officials  of  the  Comite  Britan- 
nique  C.K.F.  ;  that  together  our  efforts  have  com- 
mended themselves  to  the  admirable  Service  de 
Sante  of  the  Republique  Fran9aise,  is  all  that  we 
desired  to  accomplish,  and  we  are  deeply  grateful 
that  it  fell  to  our  lot  to  be  permitted  to  work  for 
France  during  this  war,  in  which  her  people  as  a. 
whole  have  suffered  more  intensely,  and  exceeded 
in  patriotism  and  valour  any  other  nation  in  the 
struggle  against  barbarism.  Veuillez  agreer, 
Madame  la  Republic  Fran^ais^,  I'hommage  de 
mes  plus  respectueux  sentiments  ? 

PRESENTATION     TO    MI5S    HASWELL. 

Miss  Emily  Haswell,  the  most  considerate  and 
popular  Matron  of  the  Corps,  is  to  be  presented  by 
the  Sisters  who  have  worked  with  her  in  France, 
with  a  charming  suitcase  as  a  souvenir  of  their 
happy  relations.  Miss  Haswell  writes  : — "  I  am 
much  touched  by  the  kindness  of  the  Sisters.  .  .  I 
feel  that  it  is  I  who  should  present  them  with 
something,  for  my  work  has  been  so  easy  in  com- 
parison with  all  that  they  have  done.  I  really  do 
not  know  how  to  thank  them  for  their  thought.  I 
certainly  have  very  happy  recollections  of  my  work 
with  the  Corps,  and  the  Sisters  have  always  helped 
in  every  way  to  make  the  work  easy  and  a  success, 
and  it  certainly  has  been  splendid  to  be  associated 
with  so  many  fine  women,  who  performed  their 
duty  so  unselfishly,  often  at  great  cost  to  them- 
selves, and  who  in  several  instances  have  given 
their  health  and  some  even  their  lives." 

WORK    OF    COMITE    BRITANNIQUE,    C.R.F. 

The  Comite  Britannique,  C.R.F.,  is,  in  our 
opinion,  doing  a  very  great  work  in  providing 
thoroughly  trained  British  nurses  to  work  in 
the  devastated  districts  in  France,  and  the  pre- 
ference  given   to  F.F.N  .C.   Sisters  is  recognition 


they  deserve  and  greatly  appreciate.  From  all 
the  centres  we  hear  most  hopeful  reports  of  the 
dispensaries     for     consultations     and    treatment. 

INFINIMENT     PRECIEU5ES. 

In  asking-  for  an  extension  of  the  services  of 
F.F.N.C.  Sisters,  Mile.  Des  Garets  writes  : — 

"Files  me  rendent  ici  des  services  inapor^ciables ; 
n'ayant  pas  ou  seulement  larement  un  medecin 
i'ai  besoin  plus  que  personne  d'avoir  des  inlirmidies 
tres  sures,  et  leur  experience  est  ici  un  secours  trds 
precieux  pour  les  nombreux  malades  que  nous 
avons. 

Leur  devouemert  leur  a  acquis  la  juste  recon- 
naissance de  toute  la  population  sur  laqaelle  elles 
ont  la  plus  salutaire  influence.  A  tous  ces  points 
de  vue,  elles  me  sont  infiniment  precieuses,  je  sais 
qu'il  me  serait  impossible  de  les  remplacer  et  leur 
depart  compromettrait  gravement  le  succes  de 
notre  oeuvre  auquel  elles  cortribuent  si  largement. 

Cette  (Deuvre  r'aura  qu'un  temps  lorcement  mats 
a  encore  plusieurs  mois  a  vivre,  tant  que  toute  la 
population  n'est  pas  revenue  et  que  la  vie  n'a  pas 
repris  dans  des  conditions  normales. 

De  pljs  a  la  compagne,  il  faut  un  certain  temps 
poar  connaitre  les  gens,  gagner  leur  confiance — ce 
resultat  est  acquis  roaintenant  mais  si  je  devais 
changer  d'infirmieies,  tout  sera  a  recommencer. 

Je  vous  demande  done  comme  une  tres  grand 
faveur  et  comme  une  reel  service  de  vouloir  bien 
me  laisser  Miss  Sutton  et  Miss  Perkins  encore 
quelques  mois." 

The  Comite  Britannique  has  granted  this 
request,  and  we  are  all  delighted  to  know  in 
what  high  esteem  Mile.  Des  Garets  holds  these 
"  infinitely  precious  "  Sisters  ! 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

American  Red  Cross  Maternity  Hostel,  Bermondsey.— 

Miss  J.  L.  Holmes  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  Kensington  Infirmary,  and  has  been  a 
unit  administrator  in  Q.M.A.A.C.  and  Matron  of 
hospitals  in  England  and  France. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Stirling  District  Asylum,  Larbert.— Miss  Catherine 
C.  Morrison,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow, 
and  has  been  Assistant  Matron  at  Lanark  District 
Asylum,  Hartwood. 

SISTER. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Norwich.— Miss  Florence  Salt  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Little  Bromwich,  Birmingham,  and  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Worcester.  She  possesses  the 
F.N.A.   Certificate. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Ipswich. — ^Miss  May  Bobbins  has 
been  appointed  Sister.     She  was  trained  at  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Infirmary,   and  at  the  Norwich  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  she  obtained  the^F.N.A.  Certificate. 
STAFF    NURSE. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Norwich.— Miss  E.  Read  has  been 
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appointed  StafE  Nurse.     She  was  trained  at  the  Norwich 
Infirmary. 

Miss  C.  McBan  has  been  appointed  Staff  Nurse  in 
the  same  institution  where  she  was  trained  and  obtained 
the  F.N. A.  Certificate. 

SENIOR     HEALTH     VISITOR. 

Banbury. — Miss  E.  S.  Lewis  has  been  appointed 
Senior  Health  Visitor.  She  is  a  trained  nurse,  and, 
in  addition,  holds  the  following  certificates  :  Fever 
and  Health  Visitors,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and 
Central  Midwives  Board.  Miss  Lewis  has  been 
Health  Visitor  at  Plymouth,  and  Assistant  Matron 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  at  Belmont  War  Hospital,  Sutton, 
Surrey. 

HEALTH    VISITOR. 

Queenborough,  Isle  of  Sheppey.— Miss  Lucy  CaroHne 
Cooper  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was 
trained  at  the  City  of  Westminster  Infirmary,  Hendon, 
N.W.  She  was  subsequently  Nurse  at  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  Infirmary,  Superintendent  Nurse  at  the 
Leavesden  Asylum,  Herts,  Night  Sister  and  Assistant 
Matron  at  the  Hendon  Infirmary,  Health  Visitor  at 
Plymouth,  and  School  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse  at 
Sittingbourne,  Kent.  She  has  also  done  private 
nursing. 


Mrs.  St.  Clair  Stobart,  who  has  been  appointed  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Serbian  Red  Cross  Society  in 
Great  Britain,  has  left  London  for  Jugo-Slavia,  where 
she  will  make  arrangements  on  behalf  of  the  Serbian 
Red  Cross  for  the  opening  of  wayside  disp  ensaries. 


COLLEGE    OF    NURSING,    LTD. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 
The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  held  its  Annual 
Meeting  at  Manchester  on  Wednesday,  June  i8th, 
in  the  Chemical  Theatre  of  the  Manchester  Uni- 
versity, Sir  Arthur  Stanley  the  Chairman, 
presided,  and  commended  the  policy  of  the  Col- 
lege and  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses — he  also 
urged  the  importance  of  Parliamentary  action 
to  secure  State  Registration  for  Nurses,  but  did 
not  inform  the  meeting  thaf  the  Council  had 
issued  a  letter  to  Nurse  members  to  wreck  the 
Central  Committee's  Bill  now  before  Parliament, 
which  the  Nurses  have  worked  and  paid  for 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  !  Nor  did  he  inform 
them  that  the  Council  had  deleted  sub-section  2, 
Clause  5,  of  the  College  Bill  before  the  Treasurer 
of  Guy's  Hospital  introduced  it  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  thus  making  it  possible  to  have  a  Govern- 
ing Body  for  trained  Nurses,  on  which  not  one 
seat  is  secured  to  a  trained  Nurse.  Tea  was 
served  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress  received 
the  Nurses  at  the  Town  Hall. 

ELECTION     OF    COUNCIL. 

All  the  members  of  Council  stood  for  re-election, 
but  so  much  comment  has  naturally  resulted 
from  the  fact  that  Hospital  Governors  and  Officials 
only  have  monopolised  the  Council  since  its 
inception  in  1916,  that  it  was  thought  wise  to 
have  two  Nurses  other  than  Matrons  on  the 
Council.     Thus  Miss   Geraldine   Bremner,   a  pri- 


vate Nurse  and  Mrs.  Maynard  Carter  were  elected, 
also  Miss  A.  Peterkin,*  General  Superintendent, 
Q.V.J. I.N.,  and  Miss  Edmondson,  Matron,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Donald  fMacmaster, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  Committee  during 
the  recent  consideration  of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill,  was  also  elected.  This  is  indeed 
illuminating,  as  the  name  of  this  gentleman,  much 
less  his  personality,  could  not  have  been  known  to 
a  dozen  members  of  the  College  !  Presumably 
Miss  Letitia  Clark,  Matron  Whipp's  Cross  Infirmary, 
Miss  M.  Keenan,  Head  Sister,  R.N.  Hospital^ 
Chatham,  and  Mr.  Minet,  of  St.  Thomas'  Hos- 
pital, and  Miss  E.  W.  Mowat,  Matron,  White- 
chapel  Infirmary,  were  not  re-elected. 

THE    CONFERENCE. 

Local  Centrf.s. 
Sir  Henry  Miers,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Man- 
chester  University,    occupied    the-  Chair   on   the 
rgth  inst,  when  a  so-called  Conference  was  held. 
Miss     Brown,     R.R.C.,     Matron    of    the    Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,   Newcastle-on-Tyne,  read  the 
first    paper    on    "  The    Further    Development    ot 
the  Usefulness  of  Local  Centres."     She  said  that 
one  of    the  most   useful   functions    of  the    Local 
Centres   would    be    to    bring   about    greater   uni- 
formity  in   training,    and   the    most   satisfactory- 
way  to  attain  this  would  be  through  some  scheme 
of   affiliation   between   the   large   and    the   small 
hospitals.     Through   this    affiliation,    preliminary 
training  schools  might  be  formed  at  the  centres, 
and  it  would  be  possible  to  get  sufficient  teachers 
of  nursing  to  supply  the  needs  of  those  affiliated 
hospitals.     Then  also  an  exchange  of  probationers 
between    the    hospitals    might    be    provided    for. 
By  having  Sister  Tutors  for  the  Nurses  in  training 
the   affiliated   hospitals'    probationers   would   not 
require  to  attend  so  many  classes,  and  the  hospital 
would     greatly     gain     in     efficiency.        Someone 
might  endow  a  preliminary  training  school  at  a 
local  centre,  or  the  Ministry  of  Health  might  be 
prepared  to  help  towards  establishing  such  cen- 
tres.    A  member  ot  the  local  centre  of  the  College 
might  be  invited  to  serve  on  the  Committee  of 
Management  of  such  preliminary  Training  Schools, 
and   candidates   for   training  should   be   required 
to    pass    an    examination    first.     Local    centres 
might    arrange    for    lectures    to    the    Nurses — an 
important  thing,  too,  would  be  to  provide  recre- 
ation. 

Miss  Milne,  Sister  South  Manchester  Hospital, 
West  Didsbury,  said  that  the  College  wanted 
volunteers  for  all  kinds  of  work,  if  all  members 
would  do  the  work  that  was  nearest  the  College 
would  do  great  things.  By  local  centres  isolated 
groups  could  keep  in  touch  with  head  quarters. 
Lectures  would  be  arranged  on  medicine,  surgery, 
&c.,  by  leading  specialists,  which  would  be  helpful 
to  the  Nurses.  At  the  present  time  preparation 
for  their  examinations  generally  lay  in  dragging, 
painfully  and  unwillingly,  a  load  of  books  to  their 
bedrooms  in  order  to  do  their  "  swotting,"  and 
soon  they  were  sound  asleep.  Nurses  might 
memorise  a  great  deal  of  their  theoretical  training 
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-while  doing  such  work  as  tucking  in  sheets  when 
making  beds.  There  should  be  a  good  Hbrary. 
It  was  unlikely  that  Nurses  would  favour  most 
the  purely  technical  books  and  in  order  to  meet 
the  tastes  of  the  majority,  the  most  generally  inter- 
esting books  should  be  those  chosen. 
Nurses  But  Children. 

It  was  to  be  remembered  that  Nurses  were 
but  children  of  an  older  class  and  so  those  books 
which  were  most  interesting  should  be  provided. 

Sir  Henry  Miers  vacated  the  Chair  at  the  close 
of  Miss  Milne's  speech  and  Sir  E.  Cooper  Perry 
took  his  place. 

DISCUSSION. 

Miss  Musson  (Birmingham)  said  it  was  evident 
that  the  College  must  be  very  busy.  She  was 
suffering  from  a  surfeit  of  ideas.  There  should 
be  greater  combination  between  the  training 
schools.  Exchange  of  probationers  would  be 
simpler  when  a  uniform  curriculum  was  estab- 
lished. She  was  in  favour  of  specially  trained 
teachers  of  nursing,  but  the  real  training  was  got 
in  the  wards.  She  was  at  issue  with  Miss  Milne 
when  the  latter  suggested  memorising  theory  while 
tucking  up  a  bed.  It  was  highly  important  that 
local  centres  should  not  regard  themselves  as  units 
but  as  part  of  a  great  whole. 

Miss  Cox- Da  vies  (London)  said  that  most  of 
what  she  had  intended  to  say  had  been  put  forward 
by  other  speakers,  but  she  would  go  over  the 
points,  specially  she  wished  to  emphasise  the 
necessity  for  unity  of  local  centres  with  the  head- 
quarters, and  the  latter  should  be  supported  in 
every  way,  even  at  the  expense  of  a  local  centre. 
Only  by  building  up  the  College  itself  would  it 
do  all  it  wanted  to  do.  (At  present  there  is  no 
■Collegiate  body. — Ed.) 

Sir  Cooper  Perry,  in  thanking  the  speakers,  said 
that  he  doubted  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  arrive  at  a  scheme  whereby  affiliation  between 
the  hospitals  could  be  accomplished  it  would  be 
work  of  very  great  value.  He  then  invited 
Miss  Gill  to  read  her  paper 

THE    IDEALS  AND  ETHICS  OF   NURSING. 

Miss  Gill  (Edinburgh)  said  it  was  very  refreshing 
to  find  such  a  subject  brought  up  by  the  Conference 
when  people  seemed  so  pre-occupied  with  labour 
•conditions  of  life.  Although  the  subject  of  ethics 
ranked  high,  it  was  not  an  easy  one  to  speak  on, 
and  she  put  forward  a  plea  that  there  should  be 
more  general  and  definite  teaching  on  this  branch 
of  philosophy.  The  ideal  woman  had  little  to 
learn  from  ethics,  but  she  was  seldom  met  with 
and  we  had  to  train  ourselves  and  others. 
(Ethics  have  long  been  taught  in  the  best  training 
schools  in  the  States. — Ed.) 

It  was  generally  allowed  that  character  was  of 
the  first  importance.  Character  and  habits  count 
for  so  much  and  nurses  should  be  taught  by  precept 
-and  example.  Probationers  when  they  enter  the 
hospital  were  often  only  twenty  or  twenty-one 
♦  years  of  age  ;  they  were  most  impressionable 
and  they  had  not  had  time  to  think  out  problems 
.of   life  and   character.     If  nursing  was  to  be   a 


profession  and  not  a  trade,  it  must  be  known  by 
its  standards.  There  was  an  unfortunate  tend- 
ency to  seek  pleasures  outside  work  and  to  regard 
work  as  a  necessary  evil,  a  tendency  to  fall  away 
from  standards.  Nurses  were  more  apt  to  fail 
in  the  ethical  than  the  technical  side  of  their  work, 
and  so  we  want  to  fight  declining  standards. 
There  were  very  few  books  on  the  ethics  of  nursing, 
but  Florence  Nightingale's  book  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  nurse,  and  Charlotte  Aiken's 
was  the  best  book  for  the  teachers  of  nursing.  Miss 
Gill  concluded  with  an  appreciation  of  the  way  in 
which  many  sisters  of  hospitals  in  the  past  had 
upheld  the  great  traditions  of  the  profession. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  (London)  said  that  her  mind  was 
filled  with  forebodings  and  she  felt  constrained 
to  implore  nurses  to  guard  against  the  dangers 
of  falling  away  from  the  highest  aims.  The 
public  did  not  understand  nurses ;  no  pro- 
fession was  so  incomprehensible  as  nursing. 
The  persistent  attempt  to  consider  and  reform 
grievances  might  delay  progress  indefinitely. 
Suggestions  of  trade-unionism  had  been  made. 
It  was  impossible  to  think  that  nurses  would 
agree  to  this,  they  would  no  longer  be  nurses,  no 
longer  be  fit  for  the  responsibility  of  human  life. 
The  public  thought  that  the  hours  should  be 
shortened  but  this  would  bring  the  profession 
down  to  a  dead  level,  to  a  soul-killing  occupation. 
Was  the  nurse  to  be  deprived  of  her  birthright, 
to  be  debarred  from  experience  because  she  was 
bound  by  hours,  or  should  we  make  the  period  of 
training  longer  ?  If  salaries  were  to  be  increased 
too  then  the  generosity  of  the  public  must  be 
increased  if  everything  were  to  be  done  that 
should  be  done  for  the  patients. 

The  Dean  of  Manchester  took  the  chair,  on  the 
instructions  of  Sir  Cooper  Perry,  who  then  left 
the  meeting,  and  delivered  his  address  expressing 
great  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  nurses  both 
in  the  hospitals  and  in  the  homes  which  they 
entered.  He  emphasised  the  necessity  for  a 
knowledge  of  psychology  on  the  part  of  the  nurses 
and  brought  forward  instances  of  the  way  in  which 
the  personality  and  intuition,  which  a  good  nurse 
has,  will  react  upon  the  patient.  On  concluding 
his  speech  without  calling  for  discussion,  he  asked 
the  nurses  not  to  leave  at  once  as  some  very 
interesting  things  were  gonig  to  happen.  A  vase 
of  carnations  was  then  brought  in  and  Miss  Musson 
presented  this  to  Miss  Sparshott,  and  spoke  with 
appreciation  of  all  the  trouble  which  she  had  taken 
to  organise  the  Conference.  Miss  Sparshott,  in 
reply  expressed  her  appreciation  of  the  flowers 
offered  to  her  and  regretted  that  Sir  Cooper  Perry 
had  gone  away  with  the  taxi,  as  she  doubted 
whether  she  could  carry  them  to  the  infirmary. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  asked  for  discussion 
on  the  papers  read  on  the  ethics  of  nursing,  but 
this  request  was  met  with  a  point  blank  refusal 
from  the  Dean,  and  everyone  hurrieri'y  left  the 
platform. 

If  this  is  what  the  College  calls  a  conference, 
it  should  be  notified  beforehand  that  "  the  reci- 
procity will  be  all  on  one  side." 
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It  was  a  dreary  and  uninspiring  meeting,  and 
every  suggestion  put  forward  has  been  discussed 
for  years  past  at  innumerable  conferences  of 
nurses,  and  reported  or  started  in  the  professional 
nursing  press  at  home  and  abroad. 

A  Procession  of  Peter  Pans. 
It  seems  extraordinary  that  the  College  Matrons 
still  look  upon  grown  wage-earning  women  as 
"  children,"  and  treat  them  as  such.  So  long  as 
they  maintain  this  attitude  there  is  little  hope 
of  professional  or  ethical  advancement. 


UNITED   MEDICAL    MISSIONS 
EXHIBITION. 


LEAGUE    NEWS. 


There  was  a  goodly  gathering  of  members  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirm- 
ary Nurses'  League,  held  on  June  12th,  for,  after 
the  business  was  concluded,  there  was  to  be  a 
great  social  re-union  of  those  who  had  served  at 
home  or  abroad  during  the  war. 

There  were  many  letters  of  regret  from  those 
who,  for  various  reasons,  were  unable  to  attend  ; 
but  about  70  were  present.  The  President, 
Miss  G.  A.  Rogers,  who  was  in  the  chair,  spoke  a 
few  words  of  hearty  welcome,  and  read  out  the 
names  of  those  who  had  been  decorated  or 
"  mentioned  "  ;  also  of  those  on  the  League's 
Roll  of  Honour.  In  the  unavoidable  absence 
through  illness  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  E.  G. 
Waldron,  Miss  Sherlock  acted  as  Secretary.  Miss 
Amy  Knaggs,  R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the  Lord  Derby 
War  Hospital,  Warrington,  was  elected  a  vice- 
president,  and  the  following  ladies  to  fill  vacancies 
on  the  Council  :  Miss  Elliott,  Miss  Annie  Hawkins, 
Miss  Harris,  Miss  Martin,  Miss  J.  Trotter,  R.R.C., 
M.M. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Hales  acknowledging 
the  wreath  sent  in  the  name  of  the  League  to  Miss 
E.  Cavell's  funeral. 

The  meeting  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  G.  C.  Franklki,  for  many  years  senior 
surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  always  a 
good  friend  to  the  nursing  staff ;  also  of  Mr.  Pick, 
architect  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  who  designed 
the  beautiful  nurses'  home  in  which  the  meeting 
was  held. 

Miss  Knaggs  gave  a  short  account  of  her  work 
as  Matron  on  board  a  hospital  ship,  and  showed 
some  most  interesting  photographs.  Miss  I. 
Glenn  also  deeply  interested  the  audience  by  an 
account  of  her  work  as  an  anesthetist  in  France. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  everyone  adjourned 
to  the  prettily-decorated  sitting-rooms,  where 
a  most  welcome  pre-war  tea  was  served  at  little 
tables  round  which  "gathered  members  who  had 
served  in  Africa,  Egypt,  India,  Greece,  Mesopot- 
amia, France,  Belgium,  or  on  the  high  seas. 
Tongues  were  unloosed,  experiences  were 
exchanged.  In  some  cases  congratulations  on 
recent  or  approaching  marriage  were  offered  ;  and 
a  very  happy  hour  passed  only  too  quickly. 


The  Exhibition,  which  was  declared  open'by  the 
Bishop  of  Stepney  on  June  23rd,  and  which  will 
remain  open  for  a  fortnight  from  12  to  2  and 
from  3  to  10  daily,  promises  to  be  of  great 
interest.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Vicar  and  Church- 
wardens of  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  the  ex- 
tensive premises  of  the  church  grounds  have  been 
utilised,  and  surely  no  better  accommodation 
could  have  been  found. 

The  large  crypt  and  what  are  called  the  "  New 
Rooms  "  are  occupied  by  the  exhibits,  which  have 
been  arranged  in  a  very  orderly  and  attractive 
manner. 

The  missionary  worl?  in  each  country  is 
"  visualised  "  by  means  of  courts,  each  of  which 
contains  a  large  number  of  exhibits,  which  brings 
home  to  the  visitor  as  nothing  else  could  the 
valuable  work  being  carried  on.  The  countries 
represented  are  : — China,  South  Africa,  East  and 
West  Africa,  Japan  and  Korea,  India,  Palestine, 
North  and  South  America,  and  the  "  Islands  of 
the  Sea."  These  include  Polynesia,  Papua,  Mada- 
gascar, Ceylon,  West  Indies,  and  Borneo. 

We  were  particularly  interested  in  a  beautiful 
model  of  the  Tarn  Taran  Leper  Asylum,  the 
Punjaub,  India,  which  was  perfect  of  its  kind  ;  and 
if  the  sufferers  from  this  awful  disease  can  be 
made  happy,  the  care  bestowed  upon  them  in  this 
admirable  Asylum  must  certainly  make  them  so. 
The  Palestine  Court  contains  exhibits  and  models 
illustrating  the  native  life  of  the  people,  and  the 
work  of  preaching  and  healing  which  is  being 
carried  on  in  their  midst. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  chief  exhibits  : — 
A  large  model  of  Jerusalem  Hospital,  built  outside 
the  city  some  years  ago  to  replace  the  former 
hospital,  which  was  inside  the  city  ;  Judaica 
Section,  showing  Jewish  religious  ceremonies, 
phylacteries,  praying  shawls,  shopars.  Sabbath 
and  Chamikah  hghts,  a  model  of  a  synagogue,  &c. 
The,  agricultural  instruments  are  of  special 
interest  from  the  point  of  view  of  primitiveness — • 
the  plough,  the  winnowing  fan,  the  shovel, 
threshing  instrument  having  teeth,  the  shepherd's 
rod  and  staff,  sling,  and  various  other  things  con- 
nected with  Palestine  life  and  customs.  A  most 
generous  programme  of  entertainments  is  provided 
for  every  day,  in  the  way  of  short  lectures,  demon- 
strations and  tableaux,  contributed  by  the  various 
Missionary  Societies  represented.  The  exhibition 
is  open  to  Nurses  only  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
No  doubt  this  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
Management  will  be  greatly  appreciated  ;  certainly 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  nurse  to  visit,  if  at  all 
possible,  this  delightful  Exhibition,  and  get  in 
touch  with  some  of  the  experienced  Nurses  in 
the  Mission  Field  who  are  to  be  found  there. 
Amongst  them  may  be  mentioned  Miss  Basham  (St. 
Thomas's)  Damascus,  Miss  A.  M.  Brown  (Croydon 
General),    formerly   Men^o,    Mi.ss   Elms    (Sheffield 


444 


Z\yc  British  3ournal  of  IFlursina, 


June  28,   1919 


Royal  Infirmary)  lyi  Enu,  Miss  Found  (the 
London)  Peru,  Miss  Johncock  (Royal  Victoria, 
Dover)  Nazareth,  Miss  A.  Mathew  (Mildmay 
Mission)  Mengo,  Miss  K.  Moore  (London  Homoeo- 
pathic) Asia  Minor,  Miss  L.  K.  Rayner  (Middle- 
sex) Hong  Kong,  Mrs.  Starr  (Norfolk  and  Nor- 
wich) Peshawar,  Miss  A.  R.  Simmonds  (Totten- 
ham) Multan,  Miss  Watts  (Metropolitan)  Delhi, 
Mrs.  Weir,  R.R.C.  (St.  Bartholomew's)  formerly 
Korea. 

Our  trouble  in  trying  to  find  Miss  Johncock,  who 
is  in  charge  of  a  model  of  a  Palestine  Cottage,  was 
amply  repaid.  She  most  kindly  answered  all  our 
questions,  and  told  briefly  of  her  very  interesting 
experiences  in  Nazareth  and  Damascus.  She  has 
been  working  in  the  Holy  Land,  mostly  in  Naza- 
reth, for  fourteen  years,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Missionary  Society.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  the  Home  Secretary,  through 
the  American  Ambassador  in  Constantinople, 
telegraphed  to  the  American  Consul  in  Beyrout 
to  send  home  the  three  British  Nurses  working 
there.  Miss  Johncock  took  this  telegram  to  the 
Turkish  Commander,  who  replied  that  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  himself  were  to 
come  for  them  he  would  not  give  them  up,  as  they 
were  wanted  to  nurse  the  Turkish  wounded.  The 
Commander  thereupon  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Consul,  saying  that  they  were  content  to  remain  ! 

They  were  thereafter  kept  prisoners  in  Nazareth 
until  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  when  they  were  exiled 
to  Damascus.  During  her  time  in  Nazareth,  Miss 
Johncock  had  the  supervision  of  twenty-seven 
hospitals,  containing  in  all  3,000  beds  ;  also  350 
Syrian  girls,  six  of  whom  were  fully-trained 
Nurses.  She  used  to  ride  round  on  tours  of  in- 
spection. She  returned  to  England  in  February. 
The  lectures  are  being  given  in  the  large  marquee 
outside  the  church. 

B.   K. 

On  Wednesday  an  Order  in  Council  was  issued 
which  formally  set  up  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
the  King  has  approved  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Christopher  Addison  as  the  first  Minister  of 
Health. 


BOOK    OP   THE   WEEK. 


Lady  Hall  and  the  Memorial  Appeal  Committee 
of  the  Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital  have 
just  received  a  cheque  for  ;^  1,000  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  "  Canadian  Bed,"  and  beg  to  ofier  most 
grateful  thanks  to  the  committee  in  Toronto  and 
to  the  women  of  Canada  for  this  generous  token  of 
sympathy  and  good  fellowship. 


Two  women  doctors  and  two  nurses  have  been 
appointed  to  make  a  medical  survey  of  the  schools 
in  Ontario. 

WORDS   FOR  THE  WEEK. 

"No  housing  scheme  would  be  satisfactory  unless 
it  dealt  effectively  with  the  slum  property."— - 
br.  Addison. 


•'ACROSS    THE    STREAM."* 

"  The  narrow  stream  of  death,"  and  the- 
.  reaching  out  .of  hands  to  those  on  the  other  side,, 
and  the  many  problems  unsolved  and  unsolvable 
connected  with  the  barrier  placed  between  dead 
and  living,  is  the  theme  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Benson's 
latest  work.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  this 
distinguished  writer  has  dealt  with  this  subject. 
With  his  brother,  the  late  Monseigneur  Benson,  it 
was  also  a  favourite  basis  for  a  story.  To  the 
latter,  however,  being  a  member  of  the  Roman- 
Church,  occult  practices  were  anathema,  and  were 
approached  from  that  point  of  view. 

The  preface  to  the  book  under  our  present 
notice  explains  that  its  object  is  to  "  state  rather 
than  solve  the  subject,  and  to  suggest  that  the 
dead  and  the  devil  may  be  able  to  communicate 
with  the  living." 

Apart  from  this  vexed  question,  Mr.  Benson 
gives  us  some  very  charming  sketches  of  persons 
and  places,  more  especially  that  of  little  Archie's 
relations  with  old  Nurse  Blessington. 

As  is  his  wont,  he  peoples  his  book  with  the 
cultured  and  leisured  classes. 

Archie  from  his  childhood  was  endued  with 
second  sight,  and  was  in  point  of  fact  at  first  ait 
unconscious  medium. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  this,  he  was  a  highly- 
strung,  imaginative  child.  His  earliest  recollec- 
tion was  the  face  of  Blessington  bending  over  his 
crib  to  soothe  his  nervous  fears.  "  As  by  a  con- 
juring trick  she  appeared  with  her  comforting 
presence  that  quite  robbed  the  dark  of  its  terrors." 
Blessington's  explanation  of  his  sense  of  an  un- 
usual presence  at  night  was  that  "  it  was  all  a 
dream," 

"  Wasn't  a  dream,"  said  Archie  firmly. 
"  Where    did    Mr.    Contradiction    go  ?  "    asked 
Blessington. 

Archie's  first  tangible  psychic  experience 
occurred  one  day  while  he  was  writing  his  copy,, 
when  he  became  aware  that  his  fingers  wanted  to 
write  of  their  own  volition,  and  this  is  what  they 
wrote — 

"  Archie,  do  let  me  talk  to  you  sometimes. 

"  Martin." 
Shortly  after  he  was  taken  to  Grives,  in  Switzer- 
land, to  recuperate  after  an  attack  of  haemorrhage 
from  the  lung. 

An  elder  brother,  Martin,  had  died  here  in  child- 
hood, before  Archie  had  emerged  from  infancy. 
So  great  had  been  their  mother's  grief  and  dread  of 
the  disease  that  Archie  had  never  even  heard  his 
brother's  name  nor  known  of  his  existence. 

"  No  sooner  did  the  big  chalet  his  mother  had 
taken  come  in  sight  than  Archie  had  a  curious 
sense  of  having  seen  it  all  before. 

"  They  passed  into  the  entrance  hall,  aromatic 
and  warm,  heated  by  a  big  china  stove  that  roared . 

*  By  E.  F.  Benson.     London  :     John  Murray. 
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A  Reliable 
Dispensing 
Service. 


WE  are  greatly  gratified  by  the  constant 
appreciation  of  our  Dispensing  Service  shown 
by  the  Medical  Profession;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  more  widely  its  merits  are 
known  the  more  widely  it  will  be  used. 
The  keynote  of  this  service  is  reliability. 

Fll^cl*  •  '^^^    Dispensing    Department    at    each 

*■   tr^l-  •  branch   is  under   the   charge  of  a  fully 

qualified  and  experienced  Chemist. 

^fl^/•rfcn#^  •  ^^  Dispensing  Equipment  at  every 
ijeCOHQ  •  branch  is  perfect  —  no  makeshift 
apparatus  or  arrangements  arc  permitted. 

TTL  •  J  ,  All  the  Drugs  and  PharmaceuticeJ 
*  IHrU  •  Products  used  are  guaranteed.  Our 
unique  laboratory  facilities  at  Headquarters  enable  us 
to  maintain  a  very  strict  analytical  control.  Nothing  is 
taken  into  stock  unless  it  satisfies  the  most  rigorous  tests. 

P  A,L    ^    The  Drugs  at  every  branch  are  always 

*  vlUrifl  •  fresh.  The  extent  of  our  business  and 
our  system  of  regular  weekly  supply  ensures  that  nothing 
gets  stale  on  our  shelves.  Medical  men  will  recognise  that 
the  quality  of  freshness  is  secondary  only  to  that  of  purity. 

We  have  confidence  in  inviting  you  to  send  your 
Prescriptions  to 

Boots  =  Chemists 

555  BRANCHES  THROUGHOUT  THE   COUNTRY. 

SIR  JESSE  BOOT.  ^^^  ^  Head  Office :  STATION  ST., 

Manadnc  Director.  «!l W«..92.a»  NOTTINGHAM. 
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pleasantly,  and  instantly,  without  any  warning, 
there  came  into  Archie's  mind  the  remembrance  of 
the  words  his  hand  had  scribbled  with  the  signature 
'  Martin.' 

Very  soon  afterwards  the  two  little  brothers, 
dead  and  living,  were  in  communication  with  each 
other  at  irregular  intervals. 

"  Lovely  to  talk  to  you — can't  to  mother  "  wrote 
little  Martin. 

Mr.  Benson  does  not  pretend  to  explain  the 
reason  why  these  innocent  and  perfect  spon- 
taneous communications  between  the  two  children 
should  have  resulted  in  such  terrible  consequences 
to  Archie  during  his  early  manhood.  It  it  had 
been  the  deliberate  act  of  an  adult  to  ase  his 
powers  of  communicating  with  the  spirit  world  we 
could  understand  that  punishment  would  probably 
follow. 

Archie  outgrows  his  childish  delicacy  and 
becomes  a  very  desirable  and  handsome  young 
man.  During  all  these  years  he  had  no  message 
from  Martin  till  one  day  he  had  a  curious 
dream  of  a  beautiful  statue  out  of  which 
wriggled  loathsome  reptiles.  This  was  followed 
by  writing,  again  traced  by  his  own  hand,  which 
contained  .a  warning  from  his  dead  brother. 
The  warning  related  to  his  growing  attachment 
to  Helena  Vautier,  who  was  as  false  as  she  was 
fascinating.  Apparently,  he  did  not  connect 
this  message  with  the  girl,  or  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge it,  and  his  attachment  to  her  grew  rapidly. 

Though  Martin  had  warned  him  that  he  "  could 
not  get  through  again,"  messages  purporting  to 
come  from  him  continued  to  arrive,  and  these 
gradually  altered  in  character,  counselling  Archie 
to  evil  and  vicious  practices.  The  gradual  lowering 
of  the  standard  of  the  young  man's  naturally 
healthy  and  fastidious  nature  and  instincts  is 
described.  Helen  Vautier's  deliberate  jilting  mal<;es 
him  reckless,  and  his  whole  nature  becomes  a  dis- 
torted counterfeit  of  his  former  lovable  self.  This 
makes,  of  course,  painful  and  repellent  reading,  but 
it  contains  a  sound  warning  against  the  indulgence 
of  illegitimate  occult  practice.  Archie's  wilful 
unkindness  to  dear  old  Blessington  is  one  instance 
of  his  changed  character.  There  are  many 
passages  which  picture  him  in  a  revolting  light. 
The  book  closes  by  holding  out  some  hope  that 
Jessie's  strong,  faithful  love  may  be  yet  the  means 
of  delivering  Archie  from  the  awful  thraldom  into 
which  he  had  sold  himself.  jj   tj 


COMING    EVENTS, 

June  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Annual  General  Meeting,  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  "W.  i.     3  p.m. 

July  ist  to  ^rd. — ^National  Conference  on  Infant 
Welfare  as  part  of  National  Baby  Week  Celebra- 
tions. The  Kingsway  Hall,  Kingsway,  London, 
W.C.  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Christopher 
Addison,  M.P.,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Apply  for  information  to  the 
Secretary,  4  and  5,  Tavistock  Square,  London, 
W.C. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  RDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    COLLEGE    CONFERENCE. 
"  RECIPROCITY  ALL  ON  ONE  SIDE." 

To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — It  is  not  often  that  the  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  lets  its  readers  down,  but  in 
your  last  issue  you  advertised  a  Conference  to  be 
held  at  Manchester  under  the  auspices  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  As  I  found  I  could  take 
in  Manchester  en  route  for  London,  I  attended  the 
meeting  on  the  19th.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I 
have  always  understood  a  Conference  to  be  the 
meeting  together  of  people  interested  in  some 
common  subject  for  the  fusion  of  ideas,  brought 
about  by  free  discussion.  If  that  be  the  real 
meaning  of  the  word,  then  you  misled  your  readers, 
because  one  could  not  call  the  repeated  reiteration 
by  a  troupe  of  College  matrons  a  fusion  of  ideas, 
and  free  discussion  on  the  ethical  papers  was 
debarred.  The  Chairman — the  Dean  of  Man- 
chester— had  evidently  been  warned  that  to  permit 
of  free  discussion  on  College  ethics  would  be  riding 
for  a  fall,  so  instead  of  discussion  following  Miss 
Gill's  logical  though  narrow  paper.  Miss  Lloyd 
Still  led  the  company  with  monotonous  tone  and 
melancholy  matter  back  to  the  good  old  days  of 
Florence  Nightingale.  The  matron  of  St.  Thomas' 
was  against  progression,  swept  away  the  idea  of 
an  eight  hours'  working  shift  as  "  impossible," 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  proved 
workable  by  our  advanced  Colonial  sisters.  Then, 
instead  of  free  discussion,  the  Dean  spoke,  happy 
in  the  thought  that  he  was  both  speaker  and  chair- 
man !  Immediately  afterwards  Miss  Sparshotf 
was  presented  with  a  bouquet  by  her  fellow- 
matrons  and  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  their 
entertainment.  The  gloom  cast  over  the  meeting 
by  Miss  Lloyd  Still's  pessimistic  paper  was  broken 
by  Miss  Sparshott,  when  accepting  the  bouquet, 
she  deplored  the  fact  that  Sir  Cooper  Perry  had 
gone  off  with  the  taxi,  and  she  doubted  her  ability 
to  carry  to  the  Infirmary  her  bouquet,  which,  as  a 
novelty,  was  presented  in  a  vase  of  water  !  Then, 
after  refusing  a  request  for  discussion,  the  Dean 
and  the  Matrons  precipitately  left  the  platform. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.    B.   M.    Paterson 
(Late  Sister,  Guy's  Hospital). 

[The  same  policy  of  preventing  free  speech  was 
adopted  at  the  College  meeting  at  Liverpool  last 
year. — Ed.] 

IN   SELF   DEFENCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  "  Poli- 
tician's "    letter    has    aroused    interest    amongst 
nurses,  and  since  the  greatest  stumbling  blocks  in 
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the  course  of  our  Bill  next  Friday  seem  to  be 
under  the  guidance  of  Manchester  M.P.s,  let  me 
assure  you  that  the  independent  nurses  in  Man- 
chester are''watching  them. 

These  gentlemen  have  been  provided  with  a 
clear  statement  of  our  point  of  view,  and  we  must 
now  judge  from  their  speeches  whether  they  decide 
to  help  nurses  to  improve  their  status,  or  employers 
to  fatten  on  our  advertised  indigence.  Some  of  us 
learnt  the  rudiments  of  Election  Policy  long  ago, 
and  we  mean  to  "  dabble  "  in  politics  at  the  next 
election  if  it  will  save  workers  from  having  repre- 
sentatives who  can  only  see  the  employers'  point 
of  view. 

I  was  much  amused  at  a  meeting  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  last  Thursday,  which  they  called 
a  "  conference,"  but  which  was  apparently  a 
"  Special  Reading  of  Antiquated  Ideas  by  Com- 
fortable-looking Matrons  on  the  Beauty  of  Self 
Sacrifice  in  Others."  What  impressed  me  most 
was  a  note  of  fear  evident  in  the  sermon-like 
dictations  of  one  Matron,  who  endeavoured  to 
make  a  bogey  of  Trade  Unionism,  which,  however, 
she  considered  "  impossible  "  for  nurses.  It  may 
be  amongst  hospital  nurses  whilst  they  have  no 
more  spirit  than  to  do  exactly  what  Matrons  tell 
them  in  matters  outside  the  range  of  their  jurisdiction, 
but  Public  Health  Nurses  in  Manchester  have 
enfranchised  themselves,  and  if  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  tries  to  meddle  with  their  affairs, 
they  will  find  that  these  nurses  at  least  will  not 
need  to  seek  Trade  Unionism.  They  are  right  there 
now.     M.P.s  please  note. 

Yours  faithfully. 

One  of  the  Bogeys. 

P5YCHIC  PHENOMENA. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  sorry  Miss  Macdonald 
evades  my  question  in  her  reply.  Trained  nurses 
cannot  well  ignore  a  study  which  over  a  hundred 
thousand  students  in  the  British  Isles  claim  as  an 
uplifting  force  in  their  lives.  Miss  Macdonald' s 
letter  is  merely  a  statement  of  all  that  is  compre- 
hended in  my  use  of  the  word  evolution.  I 
protest  against  the  suggestion  that  investigation 
of  psychic  phenomera  may  induce  pessimism. 
On  the  contrary,  it  leads  to  a  belief  in  evolution, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  optimistic.  Is 
it  pessimistic  to  obey  the  injunction  to  set  our 
affections  on  things  above,  not  on  things  of  the 
earth  ? 

In  "  Blinds  Down  "  Mr.  Vachell  has  worked  out 
this  idea  of  one's  experiences  being  limited  by  one's 
mental  attitude  to  certain  phases  of  life.    Verb.  sap. 

Many  years  in  hospital,,  as  in  conventual  life, 
tend  to  a  narrow  outlook.  It  is  a  case  of  being 
unable  to  see  the  wood  for  the  trees.  Also  they 
render  one  liable  to  forget  that  "  the  devil  is  sick 
the  devil  a  saint  would  be  ;  the  devil  is  well  the 
devil  a  saint  is  he  !  "  How  do  we  live,  not  how  do 
we  die  is  the  thing  that  matters. 
Yours  faithfully, 

M.    M.    G.    BlELBY. 

Cranford.  Middlesex. 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Nursing  Service  Reserve  writes  :  "  Miss  F  Tenny- 
son Jesse,  who  was  sent  to  France  by  the  Ministry 
of  Information  last  year  to  write  an  account  of  the 
war  work  done  by  women,  exhibits  the  extra- 
ordmary  jealousy  of  the  trained  nurse  usually 
shown  by  the  untrained  woman  of  her  sister  expert, 
in  her  book  about  France.  But  as  we  have  been 
depreciated  in  every  way  by  the  War  Office  and 
the  Red  Cross,  we  must  not  be  surprised  at  the 
globe-trotting  journalist  having  a  shy  at  us.  If 
nursing  is  the  Cinderella  of  professions,  trained 
nurses  are  certainly  the  Aunt  Sally  of  the  war ! 
All  the  cream  has  been  skimmed  off  our  milk  by  the 
Heaven-bom  society  ruler,  to  whom  our  Matrons 
and  not  a  few  medicos  have  kow-towed  greatly  to 
our  detriment." 

Co-op.  Nurse  :  "  We  read  with  delight  the  '  True 
Tale  with  a  Moral '  about  Nurses'  Registration  in 
the  Lords.  The  wife  of  '  Aloysius  '  is  known  to 
us  all,  but  luckily  the  Aloysiuses  in  whose  houses 
I  have  worked  do  not  appear  to  consult  their 
'  consorts  '  about  politics.  Our  danger  as  work- 
mg  women  is  the  prejudiced  block  of  hospital 
managers  in  the  Upper  House,  especially  hospital 
'  bosses  '  like  the  Treasurers  of  '  Guys  '  and 
'  Bart's,'  to  say  nothing  of  that  arch-anti  Lord 
Knutsford  !  When  you  realise,  which  no  outsider 
can  do,  the  Olympian  attitude  of  '  His  Lordship 
the  Treasurer  '  in  relation  to  the  poor  little  penni- 
less drudge  of  a  '  Pro  ' — scrubbing  away  on 
mother  earth — you  can  imagine  how  likely  the 
'  gods  '  are  to  grant  immortality  to  these  insects  ; 
for  that  is  how  I  felt  in  the  House  of  Lords  when 
I  ventured  to  address  our  Chairman  and  ask  him 
to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  College  Bill,  and  he 
squinted  down  his  nose  at  me  !" 

[We  witnessed  the  scene  and  greatly  admired 
the  pertinacity  of  this  courageous  little  woman. — 
Ed.] 

*    

REPLIES     TO    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mrs.  C.  T.,  Guildford. — We  cannot  recommend 
the  Training  School  you  mention.  The  B.J.N,  is 
prohibited  by  the  Matron,  and  not  supplied  along 
with  the  quack  nursing  journals  in  the  Nurses' 
sitting-ioom.  Thus  the  nursing  staff  are  treated 
like  children  as  to  what  they  may  and  may  not 
read,  and  we  imagine  the  whole  organisation  of 
the  institution  must  be  more  suited  to  idiots  than 
to  grown-up  wage-earning  women.  Where  liberty 
of  action  in  such  a  matter  is  prevented  by  a  Matron 
she  proves  herself  quite  unsuited  for  a  public 
position,  and  we  have  advised  that  the  question 
be  raised  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 


OUR     PRIZE     COMPETITION. 

QUESTIONS. 

Jur.e  iSth. — -Describe  the  nursing  of  a  case  after 
t  he  removal  of  adenoma. 

July  ^ih. — What  would  you  get  ready  tor  a 
surgeon  who  wished  to  make  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion ?     How  would  you  prepare  the  patient  ? 
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TKe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 


which  she  was  removed  on  January  19th,   1917, 
was  considered,  and  the  appHcation  granted. 


The  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  held  on  Thursday,  June  19th,  at  the 
Board's  offices,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings, 
Westminster.  A  letter  was  considered  from 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bucks, 
enquiring  whether  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1918, 
the  conditions  of  payment  to  medical  practi- 
tioners called  in,  in  case  of  emergency,  apply 
when  the  midwife  is  in  the  employment  of  the 
medical  practitioner  for  whom  she  sends  in  such 
a  case.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bucks 
was   referred   to    the   Local    Government   Board. 

Applications. 
Five  certified  Midwives,  holding  the  Certifi- 
cate of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland, 
and  that  7  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Ireland  have,  on  application,  been  placed  on 
the  Roll  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Eng- 
land. 

For  Voluntary  Removal  from  Roll. — The  appli- 
cations of  eight  Midwives  for  voluntary  removal 
from  the  Roll  (including  one  censured  at  the 
Penal  Board  on  the  previous  day)  were  granted. 
For  Approval  as  Lecturer. — -Dr.  Jane  Alice 
Craig  Latchmore.  Mr.  Kekobad  Cowasji  Ankle- 
saria,    L.R.C.P.,    M.R.C.S. 

For  Approval  as  Teacher. — Midwife  Muriel 
Simon    (No.    43,910). 

The  date  of  the  special  (Penal)  and  Monthly 
Meetings  of  the  Board  has  been  fixed  for  Thurs- 
day,   July   24th,    at    10.30  a.m. 

PENAL     CASES. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board,  to 
consider  cases  of  Midwives  cited  to  appear  before 
the  Board  was  held  at  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Wednesday,  June 
1 8th  at  2  p.m.,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Case  Adjourned  for  Judgment. 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  Cancelled  : 
Midwife  Elizabeth  M.  Mead  (No.   19,369). 

Charges   Alleged   Against   the    Following 
Women. 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  Cancelled  : 
Midwives  Sarah  Ann  Edkins  (No.  1,506),  Mary 
Owen  (No.  4,193). 

Judgment  Adjourned  for  Report  in  Three  and  Six 
Months'  Time  :  Midwife  M.  A.  Sylvester  (No. 
27,617). 

Censured  :  Midwife  Phoebe  Adams  (No.  4,608). 

In  the  fifth  case  no  action  was  taken. 

Application  for  Restoration  to  the  Roll. 

The  application  of  Midwife  Ellen  M.  E.  Kerens 
(No.    3 J, 706)    for   restoration   to    the    Roll    from 


THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIVE5  BOARD  AND 

THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

With  the  passing  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Act,  "all  the  powers  of  the  Privy  Council  and  of 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  under  the 
Midwives  Acts,  1902  and  1918,"  are  transferred 
to  the  Minister  of  Health.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  for  the  work  of  midwives  is  essentially  health 
service. 


GENERAL    LYINQ-IN    HOSPITAL. 

Post-Graduate    Week. 

The  opening  of  the  seventh  Annual  Post- 
Graduate  Week  at  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital 
York  Road,  S.E.,  was  marked  as  in  former  years 
by  a  Reception  by  the  Matron  and  Staff. 

A  liberal  and  inviting  tea  was  served  in  the 
entrance  hall,  and  judging  by  the  large  attendance 
of  midwives  the  week  promised  to  be  a  great 
success. 

One  of  the  noticeable  features  of  this  gathering 
is  its  friendliness  and  the  warm  welcome  accorded 
to  the  guests  by  their  hostesses.  Those  who  so 
desired  were  shown  the  wards  and  their  many 
attractions,  in  the  interval  of  waiting  for  the 
lecture  by  Dr.  Fairbairn.  The  post-graduates 
enjoyed  a  perfect  orgy  of  babies  and  anxiously 
acquired  new  "  tips "  for  the  most  up-to-date 
treatment.  In  one  ward  where  the  infants  are  fed 
lour-hourly  they  were  loudly  protesting  against 
their  "  milk  shortage,."  considering,  doubtless, 
that  it  was  unfair  that  the  rationing  order  should 
be  enforced  in  their  case. 

As  there  were  diversities  of  infants,  though  all 
charming,  so  also  were  there  diversities  of  mothers, 
from  the  proud  young  creature  with  her  first  child 
to  the  seasoned  veteran,  who  showed  her  tenth 
child  and  sixth  son  with  unabated  pride. 

Dr.  Fairbairn  gave  a  most  excellent  and  inte- 
resting lecture  on  Puerperal  Infections. 

He  announced  some  of  the  chief  events  in  the 
programme  of  the  Post-Graduate  Week,  drawing 
special  attention  to  the  lecture  on  "  The  Uses  of 
Physical  Exercises  and  Massage  in  the  Puerperium." 
He  said  the  monthly  nurse  should  have  a  certain 
amount  of  knowledge  of  massage,  which  would 
help  to  overcome  the  general  muscular  flabbiness, 
sluggishness  and  weakness  which  resulted  from 
a  patient  being  long  in  bed.  So  far  it  was  a 
subject  of  which  little  had  been  taught  to  the 
midwife  and  it  would  be  a  specially  valuable 
lecture. 
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